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EZEKIEL   HOPKINS,  D.  D. 

BISHOP  of  DERRY,  in  IRELAND. 


EZEKIEL  HOPKINS,  a  learned  Bi  (hop, 
whofe  works  are  in  good  efteem,  was  born  in  1633, 
in  the  parifh  of  Crediton,  near  Exeter,  in  Devon- 
Jbtre,  and  was  fon  to  the  curate  of  Sandford,  a  chapel  of 
eafe  belonging  to  Crediton.  In  1640  he  became  a  cho- 
rilter  of  Magdalen-College,  Oxford,  ufiier  of  the  fchool  ad- 
joining when  bachelor  of  arts,  chaplain  of  the  college 
when  matter,  and  would  have  been  fellow  had  his  county 
qualified  him.  All  this  time  he  lived  and  was  educated 
under  prefbyterian  and  independent  difcipline;  but,  upon 
the  reitoration  of  K.  Charles  H.  being  a  doctrinal  cal- 
vinift,  and  a  real  profeflbr  of  the  moil  effential  arti- 
cles of  the  church  of  England;  he  found  no  difficulty  in 
his  mind  for  a  full  conformity  to  its  outward  ritual,  when 
re-eftablifhed  by  law  ;  perfuaded  that  more  good  might  be 
done  in  the  church  than  out  of  it,  both  becaufe  there  were 
more  opportunities  of  attempting  it,  and  becaufe  there, 
in  confequence  of  the  larger  and  more  mixed  multitude, 
it  was  mofl  of  all  wanted.  He  was  firft,  by  the  intereft 
of  Sir  Thomas  finer,  made  lecturer  of  the  parifh  of  Hack- 
ney near  London,  where  he  continued  till  the  adr.  of  con- 
formity was  publiihed,  and  might  have  been  chofen  a  lec- 
turer in  London,  but  the  bifhop  would  not  permit  it, 
'  becaufe  he  was  a  popular  preacher,  Mr.  Wood  fays, 
'  among  the  fanatics.'  At  the  Reftoration,  the  men  of 
the  church  were  much  changed;  but  the  dtclrines  of  the 
Vol.  JLV.  B  church 
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church  continued  the  fame.  Some  fiery  Arminlans  took 
the  lead,  and,  inflead  of  cotnpromifing  differences  (as 
they  had  then  a  favorable  opportunity  to  do),  they,  or 
too  many  of  them,  fought  the  indulgence  of  revenge  by 
trampling  all  duTenters  under  their  feet.  It  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  but  that  the  great  majority  of  the  hundreds,  who 
were  ejected  in  1662,  would  have  gladly  conformed  by  heal- 
ing meafures,  both  to  preferve  their  maintenance  and  to 
enjoy  a  larger  fphere  of  ufefulnefs.  All  moderate  men 
(and  moderate  men  are  the  only  wife  men)  muft  look 
back  with  regret  upon  thofe  times,  when,  to  the  great 
fcandal  of  the  proteftant  religion  and  of  chriftianity 
itfelf,  the  minifters  of  peace  became  minifters  of  war, 
and,  inftead  of  embracing  and  forgiving  and  reclaiming, 
feemed  too  eager  to  bite  and  devour  one  another,  Pudet  hac 
opprobria  nobis.  After  fome  confiderable  time,  he  was 
promoted  to  the  parifh  church  of  St.  Mary  fVoolnorth,  in 
Lombard  Street,  But,  on  account  of  the  plague,  he  retired 
to  Exeter,  where  he  was  fo  much  approved  of  and  ap- 
plauded for  his  excellent  maimer  of  preaching,  efpecially 
by  Dr.  Seth  Ward,  bifhop  of  that  diocefe,  (who  was  him- 
fclf  a  true  bifhop  and  real  friend  of  the  church)  that  he 
prefented  him  to  the  parifh  of  St.  Mary  Arches  in  that 
city.  John  lord  Roberts,  baron  of  Truro,  happened  to 
hear  him  preach  at  this  place,  and  was  fo  much  pleafed 
with  his  abilities,  (for  he  was,  as  the  late  Mr.  Hervey* 
ftyled  him,  1  a  fervent  and  affectionate'  preacher)  that, 
foon  after  upon  his  own  appointment  to  be  lord  lieute- 
nant of  Ireland,  he  took  him  with  him  in  the  quality  of 
chaplain,  and  in  the  fame  year,  viz,  1669,  gave  him  his 
daughter  in  marriage,  and  conferred  upon  him  the  trea- 
furerfhip  of  Waterfoxd,  and,  in  the  year  following,  the 
deanry  of  Rafihoe.  In  the  fpring  afterwards,  he  ftrongly 
recommended  him  to  the  favor  of  his  fucceflbr,  John 
lord  Berkeley,  of  Stratton,  who,  on  the  twenty-feventh  of 
Oflcber,  167 1,  promoted  him  to  the  fee  of  Raphoe;  to 
which  he  was  confecrated  in  Chrifi- Church,  Dublin,  by 
James,  archbifhop  of  Armagh,  aflifted  by  the  bifhops  of 
Clogher,  Waterford,  and  Derry, 

On  the  eleventh  of  November,  168 1,  ten  years  after,  he 
was  tranflated  to  the  bifhoprick  of  Derry,    In  1688,  on 
account  of  the  troubles  in  Ireland,  he  returned  to  England 
for  fafety,  and  was  made  minifter  of  the  parifh  of  St. 
Mar j,  Jldermanbury,  or,  as  others  fay,  of  St.  Laurence, 

•  Tberon  andAftafio,  VtL  II.  p.  319, 
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Jewry ;  where  he  died,  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  June 
1690,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  St.  Mary,  Al~ 
dermanbury*  The  fee  was  kept  vacant  on  account  of  the 
unfettled  ftate*  of  the  kingdom,  till  the  eighth  of  January 
following. 

He  was  a  Prelate  greatly  efteemed  for  his  humility, 
modefty,  hofpitality,  and  charity ;  as  alfo  for  his  great 
learning  and  excellent  preaching ;  and  was  reckoned  alfo 
no  inconfiderable  poet. 

His  Works  confift  of  "  Two  volumes  of  fermons ;  An 
Expofition  of  the  Ten  Commandments,  printed  in  1692, 
4/0.  And  an  Expofition  of  the  Lord's  Prayer,  fcfc.  1692. 


■ 


THOMAS  JACOMB,  D-D. 

THOMAS  JACOMB  was  born  near  Melton 
Mowbray ,  in  Leicejlerjh\rey  in  the  year  1622.  After 
he  had  been  trained  up  in  grammar  learning  at  the  coun- 
try fchools,  he  was  fent  to  Magdalen- Hall,  Oxford,  of 
which  Dr.  IViikinfon,  the  elder,  was  then  principal. 
When  he  had  taken  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts,  he 
removed  to  Cambridge,  and  Was  of  Emanuel-College.  He 
was  for  fome  time  fellow  of  Trinity,  and  much  efteemed 
in  that  flourifhing  fociety  :  He  came  to  London  in  1647, 
and  was  foon  after  mini  Iter  of  Ludgate  pariih,  where  his 
miniftry  was  both  acceptable  and  uferul  till  he  was  turned 
out  in  1662.  He  was  a  nonconforming  upon  moderate 
principles ;  much  rather  defiring  to  have  been  compre- 
hended in  the  national  church,  than  to  have  feparated 
from  it.  He  met  with  fome  trouble  after  his  ejectment, 
but  being  received  into  the  family  of  the  countefs  dowager 
of  Exeter,  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Bridgewater,  he  was 
covered  from  his  enemies.  Her  refpect  for  the  do£tor 
was  peculiar,  and  her  favors  conferred  upon  him  extraor- 
dinary ;  for  which  he  made  the  belt  return,  by  his  con- 
itant  care  to  promote  religion  in  her  family. 

He  was  a  Servant  of  Chriji  in  the  moil  peculiar  and 
facred  relation ;  and  was  true  to  his  title  both  in  his 
do&rine  and  in  his  life.   Effectual  grace  wrought  fo  pow* 
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erfully  upon  his  foul,  that  he  became  an  excellent  preacher 
of  the  gofpel,  and  had  a  happy  art  of  conveying  faving 
truths  into  the  minds  and  hearts  of  men.  He  did  not 
entertain  his  hearers  with  mere  curiofities,  but  with  fpi- 
ritual  food;  faithfully  difpenfing  the  bread  of  life,  whofe 
vital  fweetnefs  and  nourifhing  virtue  is  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  rendered  both  productive  and  prefervative  of  the 
life  of  fouls.  He  preached  Chrlft  crucified,  our  only 
wifdom  and  righteoulnefs,  fanctification  and  redemp- 
tion. 

His  great  defign  was  to  convince  fmners  of  their  abfo- 
lute  want  of  Cbri/ly  that  with  flaming  affections  they 
might  be  led  to  him  by  his  convincing  Spirit,  and  from 
his  fulnefs  receive  divine  grace.  This  is  to  water  the 
tree  at  the  root,  whereby  it  becomes  both  flourifhing 
and  fruitful ;  whereas  only  laying  down  moral  rules  for 
the  exercife  of  virtue,  too  frequently  ends  in  words  onlv, 
without  any  real  effect  in  the  life  and  converfation.  In 
fliort,  his  fermons  were  clear,  folid,  and  affectionate. 
His  words  came  from  his  foul,  and  from  warm  affec- 
tions, and  they  entered  into  the  breafts  of  his  hearers  : 
Of  this  many  ferious  and  judicious  perfons  were  witneffes, 
who  long  attended  upon  his  miniftry  with  profit  and  de- 
light. 

His  conftant  diligence  in  the  fervice  of  Chrift,  was  be- 
coming his  zeal  for  the  glory  of  his  matter,  and  his  love 
to  the  fouls  of  men.  He  preached  thrice  a  week  while  he 
had  opportunity  and  ftrength ;  efteeroing  his  labor  in  his 
facred  office  both  his  higheft  honor  and  his  pleafure.  At 
the  firft  appearance  of  an  ulcer  in  his  mouth,  which  he  was 
told  to  be  cancerous,  he  was  obferved  to  be  not  more  con- 
cerned thereat,  than  as  it  was  likely  to  hinder  his  delight- 
ful work  of  preaching ;  and  when  he  enjoyed  eale,  and 
after  waiting  ficknel's  was  reftored  to  fome  degrees  of 
ftrength,  he  joyfully  returned  to  his  duty.  Nay,  when 
his  pains  were  tolerable,  preaching  was  his  beft  anti- 
dote when  others  failed;  and  after  his  preaching,  the 
reflection  upon  the  divine  goodnefs,  that  had  given  him 
Strength  for  the  difcharge  of  the  fervice,  was  a  great  relief 
of  his  pains. 

His  fermons,  which,  we  have  obferved,  were  clear,  fo- 
lid and  affectionate,  were  printed  in  a  fair  and  lively  cha- 
racter in  his  converfation.  He  was  an  example  to  believers, 
in  converfation,  in  charity,  in  fpirit,  in  faith,  in  purity. 
He  was  of  a  flayed  mind,  temperate  paffions,  and  mode- 
rate in  counfels.   In  managing  affairs  of  moment,  he  was 

not 
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not  vehement  and  confident,  not  impofing  and  over- 
hearing, but  receptive  of  advice,  and  vielding  to  reafon. 
His  companionate  charity  and  beneficence  were  very 
confpicuous  amongft  his  other  graces.  His  heart  was 
given  to  GOD;  and  his  relieving  hand  was  open  to 
the  living  images  of  GOD,  whole  preffing  wants  he 
felt  with  tender  affections ;  and  he  was  greatly  inilru- 


pcl,  fo  alfo  his  death  was  exemplary  to  others,  and 
gracious  and  comfortable  to  himfelf.  The  words  of  men 
leaving  the  world  make  ufually  the  deepeft  impreffions, 
being  fpoken  moft  feelingly  and  truly,  and  with  the 
leaft  affectation.  Death  reveals  the  fecrets  of  men's 
hearts:  And  the  teftimonies  of  dying  faints,  how  gra- 
cious a  Matter  they  have  fervea,  and  how  fweet  his 
fervice  has  been  to  their  fouls,  have  a  mighty  influence 
upon  thofe  about  them. 

In  his  laft  ficjcnefs,  which  was  long  and  painful,  his 
firft  work  was,  to  yield  himfelf  with  refigned  fubmiflion 
to  the  will  of  GOD.  When  a  dear  friend  of  his  firft 
▼ilited  him,  he  faid,  "  I  am  in  the  ufe  of  means ;  but 
"  1  think  my  appointed  time  is  come,  that  I  muft  die : 
"  If  my  life  might  be  ferviceable  to  convert  or  build 
"  up  one  foul,  I  fhould  be  content  to  live;  but  if 
"  GOD  hath  no  work  for  me  to  do,  here  1  am,  let 
"  him  do  with  me  as  he  pleafeth  :  But  to  be  with 
"  Cbr'tft  is  beft  of  all."  Another  time  he  told  the  fame 
perfon,  "  That  now  it  was  vifible  it  was  a  determined 
4<  cafe  :  The  Lord  would  not  hear  the  prayer,  to  blefs 
"  the  means  ufed  for  his  recovery,"  therefore  defired . 
his  friend  to  be  willing  to  refign  him  to  GOD,  fay- 
ing, "  It  will  not  be  Jong  before  we  meet  in  heaven, 
"  never  to  part  more,  and  there  we  (hall  be  perfectly 
"  happy :  There  neither  your  doubts  and  fears,  nor 
"  my  pains  and  forrows,  (hall  follow  us,  nor  our. 
"  fins,  which  is  belt  of  all."  After  a  long  continuance 
in  his  languilhing -condition,  without  any  fenfible  alte- 
ration, being  aflced  how  he  did,  he  replied,  "  I  lie  here, 
<c  but  get  no  ground  for  heaven  or  earth :"  Upon 
which  one  faid,  '  Yes,  in  your  preparations  for  heaven.* 
"  O  ves,  faid  he,  there  I  fenfibly  get  ground,  I  blefs 
"  GOD."  An  humble  fubmiflion  to  the  divine  plea- 
fure  was  the  habitual  frame  of  his  foul.  Whether  the 
hope  of  his  recovery  were  raifed  or  funk,  he  was  con- 
cern in  every  difpenlation  of  providence. 


As  his  life  adorned  the  gof- 
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His  patience  under  (harp  and  continuing  pains  was  ad«? 
mirable.  The  moft  difficult  part  of  a  chriftian's  duty,  the 
fublimeft  degree  of  holinefs  upon  earth,  is  to  bear  tor- 
menting pains  with  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirit.  Then  faith 
is  made  perfect  in  works ;  and  this  was  eminently  verified 
in  his  long  trial.  His  pains  were  very  fevere,  proceeding 
from  a  cancerous  humor  that  fpread  itfelf  in  his  joints, 
and  preyed  upon  the  tendereft  membranes,  the  moft  fen- 
lible  parts,  yet  his  patience  was  invincible.  How  many 
reftlefs  nights  did  he  pafs  through  without  the  leaft  mur- 
muring or  reru&ancy  of  fpirit !  He  patiently  fuffered  very 
grievous  things  through  Chrift  that  ftrengthened  him  ; 
and  in  his  moft  afflicted  condition  was  thankful.  But 
neither  difeafe,  nor  even  death  itfelf  could  difturb  the 
blefTed  compofure  of  his  foul,  which  was  kept  by  the  peace 
of  GOD  that  pafles  all  underftanding.  Such  was  the  di- 
vine mercy,  he  had  no  anxiety  about  his  future  ftate,  but 
a  comfortable  aflurance  of  the  Lord's  favor,  and  his  title 
to  the  eternal  inheritance. 

He  had  a  fubftantial  double  joy  in  the  reflection  upon  his 
life  fpent  in  the  faithful  fervice  of  Cbrifi,  and  the  pro- 
fpect  of  a  blefled  eternity  ready  to  receive  him.  This 
made  him  long  to  be  above.  He  faid  with  fome  regret, 
"  Death  flies  from  me,  I  make  no  hafte  to  my  Father's 
"  houfe."  But  the  wife  and  gracious  GOD,  who  is  rich 
in  mercy,  having  tried  his  faithful  fervant,  at  length  gave 
him  the  crown  of  life,  which  he  hath  promifed  to  thofe 
that  love  him,  and  live  and  die  in  the  Lord.  His  body, 
that  poor  relict  of  frailty,  is  committed  in  truft  to  the 
grave.  His  foul  fees  the  face  of  GOD  in  righteoufnefs, 
and  is  fatisfied  with  his  likenefs. 

He  died  of  a  cancerous  humor,  in  the  countefs  of 
Exeter  s  houfe,  on  the  twenty-feventh  of  March,  1687, 
in  the  ftxty-fixth  year  of  his  age,  leaving  behind  him  an 
incomparable  library  of  the  moft  valuable  books,  in  all 
.  parts  of  learning ;  which  was  afterwards  fold  by  auction 
for  thirteen  hundred  pounds.  His  funeral  fermon  was 
preached  by  Dr.  Bates,  and  dedicated  to  the  above  pious 
Lzdy  Exeter. 

His  Works  are,  "  A  Commentary  on  the  firft  four 
Verfes  of  the  viiith  Chapter  of  the  Epiftle  to  the  Romans, 
4/0.  A  Treatife  of  Holy  Dedication,  both  perfonal 
and  domeftic,  written  after  the  fire  of  London,  and  recom- 
mended  to  the  citizens,  after  their  return  to  their  rebuilt 
habitations  ;  and  other  tracts.  A  Funeral  Sermon  for  Mr. 
jVf.  Martin. — Another  for  Mr.  Vnns.  with  an  account  of 
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his  life.— Another  for  Mr.  Caft,  with  a  narrative  of  hi* 
life  and  death.  The  life  and  death  of  Mr.  JViliiam  PFhit- 
aher,  fon  of  the  famous  Mr.  Jcr.  iVkitaktr*  Two  Ser- 
mons in  the  '  Morning  Exercife.'  A  Sermon  at  St. 
PauPj,  Ofl*  26,  1656.  A  Sermon  before  the  Lord  Mayor, 
&c.  at  the  Spital" 


■  —  :-»-a  a    ..:  .   


JOHN  BUNYAN. 

JOHN  BUNYAN,  Author  of  the  juftly  admired 
allegory  of  the  "  Pilgrim's  Progrefs,"  was  born  at 
Eifiow,  near  Bedford)  in  the  year  1628.  His  parents, 
though  very  mean,  took  care  to  give  him  that  learning 
which  was  luitable  to  their  condition,  bringing  him  up  to 
read  and  write ;  he  quickly  forgot  both,  abandoning  him- 
felf  to  all  manner  of  wickednefs,  but  not  without  frequent 
checks  of  confcience.  He  was  often  affrighted  with 
dreams,  and  terrified  with  vifions  in  the  night ;  and  twice 
narrowly  efcaped  drowning.  Being  a  foldier  in  the  parlia- 
ment-army, at  the  fiege  of  Leiccjler,  in  1645,  he  was 
drawn  out  to  ftand  centinel ;  but  another  foldier  of  his 
company  defired  to  take  his  place,  to  which  he  agreed,  and 
thereby  probably  efcaped  being  /hot  through  the  head  by 
a  mufket-ball,  which  took  off  his  comrade.  About  this 
time  he  married,  having  no  other  portion  with  his  wife 
than  the  two  following  books,  left  by  her  late  father, 
*  The  Plain  Man's  Pathway  to  Heaven;*  and  4  The 
«  Practice  of  Piety.'  Bunyan  often  reading  in  thefe  books, 
and  his  wife  frequently  telling  him  of  her  father's  religious 
holy  life,  and  how  he  reproved  vice  and  immorality  both 
in  his  own  houfe  and  among  his  neighbours,  begat  in  him 
fome  defires  to  reform  his  vicious  courfeof  life;  and  accord- 
ingly he  went  to  church  twice  a  day,  with  a  great  deal  of 
teeming  devotion,  but  ftill  was  not  able  to  forfake  his  fins. 
One  day  being  at  play  with  his  companions,  he  fays, 
"  A  voice  fuddenly  darted  from  heaven  into  my  foul,  fay- 
"  ing,  Wilt  thou  leave  thy  fins  and  go  to  heaven,  or  have 
"  thy  fins  and  go  to  hell  r  This  put  him  into  fuch  a  con- 
fternation,  that  he  immediately  left  his  fport,  and  looking 
up  to  heaven,  thought  lie  faw,  with  the  eyes  of  his  under- 
standing,  the  Lord  Jcfus  looking  down  upon  him,  as 

B  4  highly 
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highly  difpleafed  with  him,  and  threatening  him  with 
fome  grievous  punifhment  for  his  ungodly  practices.  At 
another  time,  whilil  he  was  throwing  out  oaths,  he  was 
feverely  reproved  by  a  woman,  who  washerfelf  a  notorious 
finner,  and  who  told  him  *  he  was  the  uglieil  fellow  for 
*  fwearing  that  ever  me  heard  in  ail  her  life,  that  he  was 
'  able  to  fpoil  all  the  youth  of  the  town,  if  they  came  but 
(  into  his  company.'  This  reproof,  coming  from  a  woman 
whom  he  knew  to  be  very  wicked,  filled  him  with  fecret 
fhame,  and  wrought  more  with  him  than  many  that  had 
been  given  him  before  by  thofe  that  were  fober  and  godly, 
and  made  him,  from  that  time,  very  much  refrain  from  it, 

A  little  time  after  this,  he  fell  into  company  with  a  poor 
man  that  made  a  profefljon  of  religion,  whofe  converfation 
of  religion  and  of  the  fcriptures  lo  afFecled  Mr.  Bunyany 
that  he  began  to  read  the  bible,  and  with  fome  degree  of 
pleafure,  efpecially  the  hiftorical  part ;  for  as  yet  he  was 
ignorant  both  of  tne  corruption  and  depravity  of  his  na- 
ture, and  of  the  want  and  worth  of  Jefus  Chrifl.  This 
however  produced  an  outward  reformation  in  his  life  and 
converfation ;  and  he  fet  the  commandments  before  him 
as  his  guide  to  heaven;  which,  while  he  thought  he 
lcept,  he  had  comfort;  but  when  he  broke  any  of  them, 
his  confeience  was  filled  with  guilt  and  horror  :  neverthe- 
less, by  a  partial  repentance,  and  promifes  to  GOD  of  fu- 
ture amendment,  he  quieted  himfelf ;  thinking  then  (to  ufe 
his  o.wn  words)  that  he  pleafed  GOD  u  as  well  as  any  man 
"  in  England"  In  this  ftate  he  continued  about  a  year, 
his  neighbors  all  wondering  at  his  reformation  ;  and  they, 
who  formerly  fpoke  ill  of  him,  now  began  to  praife  and 
commend  him,  both  to  his  face  and  behind  his  hack ; 
which,  as  he  knew  nothing  yet  of  CbriJ?,  nor  the  nature 
of  grace,  nor  faith,  nor  hope,  only  filled  him  with  pride 
and  hypocrify.  "  I  was  all  this  while  (fays  he)  igno- 
"  rant  of  Jefus  Gbri/i,  and  going  about  to  eftablifh  my 
li  own  rignteoufneis ;  and  had  perifhed  therein,  had  not 

GOD,  in  mercy,  fhewed  me  more  of  my  ftate  by  na- 
M  ture." 

His  father  brought  him  up  to  his  own  bufinefs,  which 
was  that  of  a  tinker  :  And  going  one  day  into  Bedford  to 
feek  work,  he  heard  three  or  four  poor  women,  fitting  to- 
gether, converfing  of  the  things  of  GOD.  He  drew  near 
to  them,  to  hear  what  they  faid,  for  by  this  time  he  was 
a  great  talker,  particularly  about  himfelf,  in  matters  of 
religion;  "  but  (fays  he)  I  heard  but  underilood  not ;  for 
*Mhey  were  far  above  out  of  my  reach.'*   Their  talk  was 

about 
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about  the  new  birth,  the  work  of  GOD  in  their  hearts, 
how  they  were  convinced  of  their  miferable  ftate  by  na- 
ture, and  how  GOD  had  vifited  their  fouls  with  his  love 
in  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  with  what  fcripture  promifcs  they 
had  been  refrelhed,  comforted  and  fuppoi  ted  againfl  the 
temptations  of  the  devil :  They  further  fpoke  of  the  de- 
vices of  iatan,  how  they  had  been  borne  up  under  his  af- 
'  faults,  and  delivered  out  of  their  afflictions ;  and  alfo  of 
the  deceitfulnefr,  wickednefs,  and  unbelief  of  their  hearts  ; 
loathing  and  abhoring  themfelves  and  their  own  righte- 
ouihefs  as  filthy  and  infufficient  to  do  them  any  good. 
"  And  methought  (fays  he,  ufing  an  expreflion  of  the 
"  moft  beautiful  fimplicity)  they  fpake,  as  though  you  did  . 
"  make  them  fpeak  ;"  and  all  "  with  fuch  pleat antnefs  of 
«*  fcripture  language,  and  fuch  appearance  of  grace,  that 
"  they  feemed  to  me  as  if  they  had  found  a  new  world ; 
"  and  were  people  that  dwelt  alone,  and  were  not  to  be  reckoned 
"  among  the  nations*  Numb,  xxiii.  9."   Upon  this  his  heatt 
mifgaVe  him,  and  he  doubted  much  of  thegoodnefs  of  his 
religious  flate,  being  confeious,  that  in  all  his  thoughts 
about  religion  and  falvation,  the  new  birth  never  entered 
into  his  mind,  and  that  he  was  an  entire  Aranger  to  the 
treachery  of  his  own  wicked  heart,  the  nature  of  fatan's 
temptations,  and  how  they  were  to  be  refilled,  and  of  die 
comfort  of  GOD's  gracious  promifes  in  the  gofpel.  How- 
ever, the  deep  and  lading  imprefiions  made  on  his  mind 
by  the  converfation  of  thele  good  people,  led  him  fre- 

Jjuently  to  difcourfe  with  them  on  the  above  important  . 
ubje&s ;  by  which  means  his  heart  was  fo  far  changed, 
lhat  he  cordially  embraced  the  truth  on  conviclion  of 
fcripture  authority,  and  meditated  therein  continually  with 
great  delight :  Yea,  his  whole  foul  became  lb  fixed  on  eter- 
nity, and  the  things  of  the  kingdom  of  GOD,  that  neither 
pleafures  nor  profits,  perfuafions  nor  threats,  could  move 
him  from  his  ftedfaftnefs.  "  Although,  I  may  fpeak  it 
u  with  fhame;  yet  (fays  he)  it  is  a  certain  truth,  that  it 
"  would  have  been  as  difficult  for  me  to  have  taken  my 
u  mind  from  heaven  to  earth,  as  I  have  found  it  often 
"  fince  to  get  it  again  from  earth  to  heaven." 

After  this  feafon  of  illumination  and  rejoicing,  he  en- 
dured many  fevere  conflicts  ;  without  were  fightings,  and 
within  were  fears.  One  of  the  firft  trials  of  his  faith  and 
conftancy  was  that  of  fome  protefTors  holding  the  truth  in 
unrighteoufnefs,  viz*  the  Ranters,  whole  gofpel-liberty 
was  mere  licentioufnefs  :  But  he,  being  defigned  of  GOD 
for  better  things,  was  kept  from  thefe  enormities  and  the 
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vile  delu Hons  of  this  trulv  antinomian  fetSr,  though  in  the 
prime  and  vigor  of  his  lite.  But  the  bible  was  particu- 
larly precious  to  him  in  thofe  days,  and  he  read  and  me- 
ditated in  it  with  more  than  ordinary  light  and  pleafure; 
praying  earneilly,  that  he  might  not  he  left  to  lean  to  his 
own  underftanding,  but  might  know  the  truth,  and  be 
kept  in  the  way  to  life  and  glory. 

After  many  fevere  and  uncommon  fpiritual  conflicts* 
which  he  relates  at  large  in  his  treatife,  entitled  "  Grace 
abounding,         he  was  led,  at  length,  to  open  his  mind 
to  fome  religious  people  in  Bedford,   and  particularly  to 
thofc  whofc  dilcourfehe  had  over-heard  at  his  tirft  fetting 
out.    They  made  his  cafe  known  to  Mr.  Gifi'ord  their 
minifter,  who,  after  converfing  with  him  and  hoping  him 
to  be  jfiac  »e,  invited  him  to  attend  the  lociety  meetings 
held  at  his  own  houfe.    Here  he  heard  of  the  Lord's  deal- 
ings with  others,  and  the  inftruclions  and  encouragement 
Mr.  Gifitrd  gave  them  from  time  to  time,  by  which  he 
received  further  conviction,  and  faw  more  and  more  of 
the  inward  vanity,  deceitfulnefs,  and  wretchednefs  of  his 
own  heart :   lnfomuch  that  he  thought  he  grew  worfe  and 
worfe,  and  was  farther  from  converfion  than  ever,  and 
was  exceedingly  difcouraged.    Yet  fometimes  this  fcrip* 
ture  afforded  him  comfort,  I  girded  thee,  though  thou  haft 
not  known  me,  Ifa.  xlv.  5,    He  had  fuch  a  view  of  his 
original  and  inward  pollution,  that  he  was  more  loathfomc 
in  his  own  eyes  than  a  toad,  and  thought  he  was  to  in  the 
fight  of  GOD.    At  this  li^ht  of  his  vilenefs,  he  was  al- 
moft  driven  to  defpair ;  being  ready  to  conclude,  that 
fuch  a  condition  was  inconfiflent  with  a  ftate  of  grace,  and 
that  he  was  forfaken  of  GOD  and  given  up  to  the  devil 
and  a  repiobate  mind.    In  this  ftate  he  continued  for  le- 
veral  years. 

He  remarks,  that  while  he  was  thus  exercifed  with  the 
workings  of  corruptions  and  the  fear  of  damnation,  he  was 
furpriled  at  two  things ;  the  one  was,  to  fee  old  people 
hunting  after  the  things  of  this  life,  as  if  they  fhould  live 
here  always ;  the  other  was,  to  rind  profeffors  diftreffed  and 
call  down  wi  en  they  met  with  outward  lofles,  as  of  a  huf- 
band,  wife,  child,  &c,  tsV.  "  What  feeking  (fays  he) 
"  after  carnal  things  by  fome,  and  what  grief  in  others  for 
"  the  lols  of  them ;  whereas  if  I  knew  but  that  my  foul 
"  was  in  a  good  condition,  how  rich  fhould  I  efteem  my- 
"  felf,  though  blefled  but  with  bread  and  water  :  I  fhould 
"  reckon  thefe  but  fmall  afflictions,  and  fhould  bear  them 
u  as  little  burdens:  Lut  a  wounded  fpirit  who  can  bear  !" 
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Tn  this  ftate  he  remained  a  great  while,  lamenting  that 
GOD  had  made  him  a  man  and  not  a  beaft  or  bird  or  fifh, 
whofe  condition  he  coveted,  becaufe  they  were  not,  like 
himfelf,  obnoxious  to  the  wrath  of  GOD  and  to  be  fent 
to  hell  when  they  died.  But  when  GOD's  time  to  comfort 
him  was  come,  he  providentially  heard  a  fermon  from 
Sol.  Song 9  iv.  I*  Behold  thou  art  fair,  my  lovey  behold  thou 
art  fair.  The  minifter  made  thefe  two  words  my  love, 
the  lubje&  of  his  fermon ;  from  which,  after  he  had  a 
little  opened  his  text,  he  difcourfed  on  the  following  heads; 

*  i.  That  the  church,  and  fo  every  faved  foul  is  Chrl/fs 

*  love,  when  lovelefs.  2.  Chr'ifls  love,  without  a  caute. 
c  3.  Cbrijf%  love,  though  hated  of  the  world.    4.  Chri/Ti 

*  love,  when  under  temptation  and  defertion.  5.  Chrift* 
€  love,  from  firft  to  laftV  That  which  more  particularly 
fuited  his  cafe  was  the  fourth  head ;  and,  in  the  applica- 
tion of  which,  in  thefe  words,  he  found  his  heart  filled 
with  hope  and  comfort,  and  belief  that  his  fins  would  now 
be  forgiven.  '  If  it  be  fo  (faid  the  preacher)  that  the  faved 
'  foul  is  in  ChrijTs  love,  when  under  temptation  and  de- 

*  fertion  ;  then,  poor  tempted  foul,  when  thou  art  affault- 
'  ed  and  afflidted  with  temptations,  and  the  hidings  of  thy 
'  Saviour's  face,  yet  think  on  thefe  two  words,  my  love 
'  still.'  In  further  meditating  on  this  difcourfe  he  experi- 
enced fuch  a  difplay  of  GOD's  mercy  and  love,  that  he  could 
icarce  contain  himfelf  ;  he  thought  he  could  have  told  of 
GOD's  goodnefs  to  the  very  birds  of  the  air,  if  they  could 
have  underftood  him ;  faying,  "  furely  I  /hall  not  forget 
this  forty  years  hence ;  but,  alas,  (adds  he)  within  lefs 
than  forty  days  I  began  to  queftion  all  again."  However 
he  was  enabled  to  goon,  believing  that  it  was  a  true  ma- 
nifeflation  of  grace  unto  his  foul ;  notwithftanding  at 
times  he  had  loft  much  of  the  life  and  favor  of  it. 

As  Mr.  Bunyan  was  defigned  in  a  very  eminent  degree 
to  fpeak  to  others  in  cafes  of  confcience,  he  was  led  on 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be  richly  furnifhed  from  his  own 
experience  to  encourage  profeuors  of  all  descriptions  in 
the  way  of  falvation  ;  and  he  has  explained  at  large,  in  his 
treatife,  before-mentioned,  the  grounds  he  had  to  be- 
lieve, that  GOD  had  appointed  him  to  teftify  of  his  grace 
to  others.  Accordingly,  after  fome  private  trials,  he 
ventured  openly  to  preach  the  gofpel,  in  which  (he  fays) 
he  was  attended  with  feals  and  fuccefs  far  beyond  his  ex- 
pectation. 

After  he  had  publicly  preached  for  five  or  fix  years  be- 
fore the  reftoration;  on  the  twelfth  of  November,  1660. 

he 
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be  was  apprehended  by  one  Juftice  Wingate,  at  or  near 
Harlington,  in  Bedford/hire,  and  committed  to  prifon, 
where  were  above  fixty  diffenters.  Here  with  only  two 
books — the  bible  and  the  book  of  martyrs,  he  employed 
his  time  for  twelve  years  and  a  half  in  preaching  to  and 
praying  with  his  fellow-prifoners,  in  writing  feveral  of  his 
works,  and  in  making  tagged  laces  for  the  fupport  of  him- 
felf  and  his  family.  Indeed,  his  wife  (whom  he  had 
married  about  two  years  before,  having  buried  his  former) 
made  every  effort  to  procure  his  releafe  both  at  London, 
and  at  Bedford  affizes ;  but  in  vain.  In  the  laft  year  of 
bis  imprisonment,  upon  the  death  of  their  former  pallor, 
the  baptill  congregation  at  Bedford,  to  whom  he  was  joined, 
unanirnoufly  choje  him  for  their  paftor,  Dec,  12,  167 1. 
Bifhop  Bur  low  of  Lincoln  procured  his  enlargement ;  after 
which  he  travelled  into  various  parts  of  England  to  vifit  and 
confirm  his  brethren ;  and  this  procured  him  the  title  of 
bifhop  Bunyan.  In  the  reign  of  James  the  II,  upon  the 
famous  declaration  for  liberty  of  conscience,  Mr.  Bunyan, 
by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  his  friends,  built  a  pub- 
lic meeting-houie  at  Bedford,  and  preached  conftantlv  to 
large  congregations.  He  likewife  frequently  came  to  Lon- 
don, and  preached  among  the  nonconiormifts  there  :  And, 
it  is  faid,  the  learned  Dr.  John  Owen  was  often  one  of 
his  hearers. 

He  died  at  his  lodgings  on  Snow  Hill,  London,  of  a 
fever,  contracted  by  a  journey  to  Reading  in  very  bad 
weather,  where  he  had  been  to  make  up  a  difpute  between 
a  young  gentleman  and  his  father.  This  was  on  the 
thirty-fnft  of  dugujl,  1688,  in  the  frxtieth  year  of  his 
age.  I  lis  body  was  interred  in  Bunhill  Fields,  He  had, 
by  his  firft  wife,  four  children,. one  ,of  which,  whom  he 
tenderly  loved,  was  blind.  His  fecond  wife  furvived  him 
but  four  years,  dying  in  1692. 

He  appeared  in  countenance  (fays  the  continuator  of  his 
life)  to  be  of  a  Hern  and  rough  temper ;  but  in  his  con- 
verfation  he  was  mild  and  affable  ;  not  given  to  loquacity, 
or  much  difcourfe  in  company,  unlefs  fome  urgent  occa- 
fion  required  it ;  obferving  never  to  boaft  of  himfelf  or 
bis  parts,  but  rather  feem  low  in  his  own  eyes,  and 
fubmit  himfelf  to  the  judgement  of  others  ;  abhonng  lying 
and  fwearing ;  being  juft  in  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to 
his  word ;  not  feeming  to  revenge  injuries,  loving  to  re- 
concile differences,  and  making  friendfliip  with  all.  He 
had  a  (harp  quick  eye;  accomplifhed  with  an  excellent 
difcerning  of  perfons,  being  of  good  judgement,  and  quick 
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urt.  As  for  his  perfon,  be  was*  tall  of  itature  itrong- 
bone<}>  though  not  corpulent ;  fomewhat  of  a  ruddy 
face,  with  fparkling  eyes;  rearing  his  hair  on  his  upper 
lip,  after  the  old  Britijh  falhion ;  his  hair  reddifl),  but, 
ki  his  latter  days,  time  had  fprinkled  it  with  grey  ;  his 
nofe  well  fet,  but  not  declining  or  bending,  and  his  mouth 
moderately  large ;  his  forehead  fometbing  high,  and  his 
habit  always  plain  and  modeft. 

He  was  certainly  a  man  of  a  great  and  vigorous 
genius,  which,  had  it  been  properly  cultivated,  might  have 
railed  him  to  a  very  confpicuous  eminence  in  the  literary 
worlds    *Tis  wonderful,  under  fo  many  difadvantages 
and  depreflions,  that  it  could  foar  fo  high  as  it  did  :  And 
it  is  one  extraordinary  proof,  among  many,  that  though  the 
£race  of  GOD  doth  not  impart  new  natural  powers,  yet,  in 
iuper-addition  to  it's  own  proper  effects,  it  ufually  gives 
new  energy  to  thole  powers,  and  draws  them  on  to  attain- 
ments, which  before  could  not  have  been  expected  or  con- 
ceived.   Mr.  Granger  (author  of  the  Biographical  Hiftory 
of  England)  fays  of  him,  that  c  when  he  arrived  at  the 
fxtieth  year  of  his  age,,  which  was  the  period  of  his  life, 
he  had  written  books  equal  to  the  number  of  his  years  i- 
J>ut  as  many  of  thefe  are  on  fimilar  lubje&s,  they  are  very 
much  alike.    His  mafter-r-icce  is  his  Pilgrim's  Progrefs', 
one  of  the  moft  popular,  and,  I  may  add,  one  of  the  moii 
ingenious  books  in  the  Englijb  language.'     The  fame 
author  alfo  obferves,  that  '  Bunyan,  who  has  been  menti- 
oned among  the  leaft  and  loweil  of  our  writers,  and  even 
ridiculed  as  a  driveller  by  thbfe  who  have  never  read  him, 
deferves  a  much  liigher  rank  than  is  commonly  imagined. 
His  Pilgjim's  Progrefs  gives  us  a  clear  and  diitincl  iu*ea  of 
Calvinijtical  divinity.    The  allegory  is  admirably  carried 
on,  and  the  characters  juftly  drawn,  and  uniformly  fup- 
ported.    The  Author's  original  and  poetic  genius  flilnes 
through  the  coarfenefs  and  vulgarity  of  his  language,  and 
intimates,  that,  if  he  had  been  a  mailer  of  numbers,  he 
might  have  compofed  a  poem  worthy  of  Sbenfer  hlmfelf. 
As  this  opinion  may  be  deemed  paradoxical,  I  fhall  venture 
to  name  two  perfons  of  eminence  of  the  fame  fentiments ; 
one,  the  late  Mr.  Merrick,  of  Reading ;  the  other,  Dr. 
Roberts,  now  Fellow  of  Eton-College.*    Mr.  Granger  ob- 
ferves in  a  note,  that  «  Mr.  Merrick  has  been  heard  to  fay, 
in  converfation,  that  Bunyan%  invention  was  like  that 
of  Homer.*    Another  perfon  well  remembers  an  obferva- 
tion  of  the  fame  «  Mr.  Merrick  to  himfelf,'  upon  his, 
having  been  prefentcd  by  a  noble  lady  with  a  new  edition 
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of  the  Pilgrim  ;  e  That  it  was  a  complete  poem,  and  a 
4  very  excellent  and  ingenious  poem,  with  a  religious  ten- 

*  dency,  which  could  be  faid  but  of  few  poems.'  To 
which  may  be  added,  the  well-known  remarks  of  a  polite 
author,  that  4  Bunyans  Pilgrim  was  a  Chriftian  ;  but  Pa- 

*  trick's  only  a  Pedlar.' 

A  new  edition  of  Mr.  Bunyans  Works  is  now  pub- 
lifhing  by  Alexander  Hoggy  rater -nofler  Row>  with  ele- 
gant copper-plates,  more  complete  than  any  former 
one,  and  afforded  by  the  reverend  Mr.  Symonds  of  Bed- 
ford \  the  following  are  the  titles  :  "  I.  Grace  abounding 
to  the  Chief  of  Sinners,  in  a  faithful  account  of  the  life 
of  Mr.  John  Bunyan,  II.  AConfeffion  of  his  Faith,  and 
Reafon  of  his  Practice,  &c.  III.  Differences  in  Judge- 
ment about  Water-baptifm,  no  Bar  to  Communion  ;  &c. 
IV.  Peaceable  Principles  and  true ;  &c.  V.  The  Doctrine 
of  the  Law  and  Grace  unfolded  ;  or,  a  Difcourfe  touching 
the  Law  and  Gofpel.  VI.  The  Pilgrim's  Progrefs:  Part 
ift.  and  2d.  VII.  The  Jerusalem  Sinner  faved,  5cc.  VIII. 
The  Heavenly  Footman  ;  or,  a  Defcription  of  the  Man 
that  gets  to  Heaven,  &c.  IX.  Solomon's  Temple  fpiri- 
tualized,  &c.  X.  The  acceptable  Sacrifice;  or,  the  Ex- 
cellency of  a  broken  Heart.  XI.  Sighs  from  Hell ;  or, 
the  Groans  of  a  damned  Soul.  XII.  Come  and  welcome 
to  Jtfus  Chr'ift  ;  a  Difcourfe  on  John  vi.  37.  XIII.  A 
Difcourfe  upon  the  Pharifee  and  Publican,  &c.  XIV.  Of 
Juftification  by  an  imputed  Righteoufnefs ;  or,  No  Way 
to  Heaven  but  by  Jefus  Chr'tfi.  XV.  Paul's  Departure 
and  Crown  ;  or,  an  Expofition  upon  2  71m.  iv.  6,  7,  8. 
XVI.  Of  the  Trinity  and  a  Chriftian.  XVII.  Of  the 
Law  and  Chriftian.  XVIII.  Ifrael's  Hope  encouraged  ; 
or,  what  Hope  is,  and  how  diftinguifhed  from  Faith,  &c. 
XIX.  The  Life  and  Death  of  Mr.  Badman;  this  is  in 
the  form  of  a  dialogue  between  Mr.  Wifeman  and  Mr. 
Attentive.  XX.  The  Barren  Fig-tree;  or,  the  Doom 
and  Downfall  of  the  fruitlefs  Profeflcrr.  XXI.  An  Ex- 
hortation to  Peace  and  Unity.  XXJ1.  One  Thing  is 
needful ;  or,  ferious  Meditations  upon  the  four  laft  Things, 
Death,  Judgment,  Heaven,  and  Hell.  XXIII.  The 
Holy  War,  made  by  Shaddai  upon  Diabolus,  for  the  regain- 
ing the  Metropolis  of  the  World ;  or,  the  lofing  and  taking 
again  of  the  Town  of  Manfout.  XXIV.  The  Defire  of 
the  Righteous  granted ;  or,  a  Difcourfe  of  the  righteous 
Man's  Defires.  XXV.  The  Saint's  Privilege  and  Profit. 
XXVI.  Chrijly  a  complete  Saviour;  or,  the  lnterceflioo  of 
Ckrift,  and  who  are  privileged  in  it.    XX VII.  The  Saints 
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Knowledge  of  ChrifC%  love ;  or,  the  unfearchable  Riches  of 
Chrift.    XXV11I.  A  Difcourfeof  the  Houfe  of  the  Fo- 
relt  of  Lebanon.    XXIX.  Of  Antichrift  and  his  Ruin  ; 
and  of  the  flaying  the  WitnefTes.    XXX.  Saved  by  Grace; 
or,  a  Difcourfe  of  the  Grace  of  God.    XXXI.  Chriftian 
Behaviour,  being  the  Fruits  of  true  ChrihManity.  XXXII. 
A  Difcourfe  touching   Prayer.     XXXIII.  The  ftrait 
Oate ;  or,  the  great   Difficulty  of  going  to  Heaven. 
XXXIV.  Some  Gofpel- Truths  opened,  according  to  the 
Scriptures.    XXXV.  A  Vindication  of  Gofpel-Truths 
opened.    XXXVI.  Light  for  them  that  fit  in  Darknefs; 
or,  a  Difcourfe  of  Jcfus  Chrift,  &c.    XXXVII.  In» 
ftruction  for  the  Ignorant;  Sec.    XXXVIII.  The  holy 
City,  or,  the  New  Jerufalem.    XXXIX.  The  Refur- 
rection  of  the  Dead  and  eternal  Judgment.    XL.  A  Cau- 
tion to  ftir  up  to  watch  againft  Sin.    XL!.  An  Expontion 
on  the  ten  firft  Chapters  of  Gcrttfis^  and  part  of  the  ele- 
venth. XL1I.  The  Work  of  Jcfus  Chrift  as  an  Advocate  ; 
&c.    XLI1I.  Seafonable  Counfel  ;  or,  Advice  to  Suffer- 
ers.   XLIV.  Divine  Emblems.    XLV.  Meditations  on 
Seventy -four  Things.    XLVI.  A  Chriftian  Dialogue. 
XLVII.  A  Pocket  Concordance.    XLVIII.  An  Ac- 
count of  the  Author's  Imprifonment,  written  by  himfelC 
XLIX.  A  Difcourfe  of  Election  and  Reprobation.  L. 
A  Defence  of  the  Doctrine  of  Juftification  againft  bimop 
Fcwlrr,  167 r .    LI.  A  Treatife  of  the  Fear  of  GOD. 
LII.  The  Greatnefs  of  the  Soul  and  the  UnfpeakableneGi 
of  its  lofs  :   Preached  at  Pinner  i-halU  1683.    LIII.  Ad- 
vice to  Sufferers,  1684.  (Befides  XLIII.  the  Seafonable 
Counfel;  &c.)    L1V.  A  holy  Life  the  Beauty  of  Chris- 
tianity, 1684.     LV.  The  Firft-Day  Sabbath,  1685, 
LVI.  A  Difcourfe  of  the  Nature,  huilding,  and  Go- 
vernment of  the  Houfe  of  GOD,  1688.    LVI  I.  The 
Water  of  Life  grounded  upon  Rrv.  xxii.  1.  printed  1688. 
LVIII.  Mr.  Bunyans  laft  Sermon,  July  1C88.  LIX* 
EM  2nd  Gerizim  ;  or,  the  BlefTmgand  the  Curfe.  LX* 
Pnfon  Meditations,  directed  to  the  Hearts  of  fuffering 
Saints  and  reigning  Sinners." 

The  third  part  of  the  Pilgrim's  Progrefs  is  not  Mr. 
Bunyans  ;  neither  is  that  piece,  printed  with  his  name 
to  it  about  ninerv  years  ago,  entitled,  "  Heart's  Eaie 
"  in  Heart's  Trouble." 

His  Pilgrim,  which  is  his  matter-piece,  hath  paffed  above 
fifty  editions,  and  been  tranflated  into  various  languages. 

ft  hath  been  remarked,  that  he  died  at  Jtxty  years  of 
age,  and  left  Jtxty  books  or  tracts  of  his  own  compofition 
behind  him* 
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RICHARD  BAXTER. 

THIS  eminently  ufeful  and  pious  Diviue  was  born 
at  Rowtorty  near  High-Ercal,  in  Sbroj>/bire9  on  the 
twelfth  of  November  1615,  in  the  houi'e  of  his  grandfather 
by  the  mother,  Richard  Jdeney.  His  father,  alfo  named 
Richard  Baxter,  had  a  fmall  freehold  eftate  at  Eaton-Con- 
Jiantine>  about  five  miles  from  Shrcwjbnry;  which,  by 
his  own  indifcretion  when  young  and  by  that  of  his 
father,  was  much  impaired,  and  occafioned  many  diffi- 
culties to  him,  before,  in  the  courfe  of  frugality  and 
prudence,  he  could  free  it  from  incumbrances.  " 

He  fpent  the  infancy  of  his  life  at  his  grandfather's, 
and,  even  then,  is  laid  to  have  given  ftrong  indica- 
tions of  that  piety  and  purity  which  appeared  in  his 
fubfequent  life  and  conversation.  In  1625  he  was  taken 
from  his  grandfather's  houfe  where  he  had  hitherto  lived, 
and  brought  home  to  his  father's  at  Eaton-ConJlantincy 
the  village  above  mentioned,  where  he  paffed  the  remain- 
der of  his  childhood.  He  was  far  from  being  happy  in 
refpe&  to  his  fchool  matters,  who  were  men  no  way  dif- 
tinguifhed  either  for  learning  or  morals,  and  mi  fled  the  ad- 
vantages of  an  academical  education,  through  a  propoial 
made  to  his  parents  of  placing  Jiim  with  Mr.  Richard  IVick- 
Jlcad,  chaplain  to  thccouncil  at  Ludlow.  The  only  advan- 
tage he  reaped  there  was  the  ufe  of  an  excellent  library, 
which  by  his  own  great  application  proved  of  infinite  fer- 
vice  to  him.  In  this  (ituation  he  remained  about  a  year 
and  half,  and  then  returned  to  his  father's.  At  the  requeft 
of  the  lord  Nnuport  he  went  thence  to  fVroxiter,  where 
he  taught  in  the  free-fchool  for  fix  months,  while  his 
old  fchool  n.-after  Mr.  John  Owen  lay  in  a  languifliing 
condition.  Iir  1633  Mr.  PVickJlead  prevailed  on  him 
to  wave  the  ftudies  in  which  he  was  then  engaged,  and 
to  think  of  making  his  fortune  at  court.  He  accord- 
ingly came  up  to  Whitehall  with  a  recommendation  to 
Sir  Henry  Herbert,  then  mailer  of  the  revels,  by  whom 
he  was  very  kindly  received.  But  after  a  month's  ftay, 
difcovering  no  charms  in  thfc  fort  of  life,  and  having 
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be  fides  a  very  ftrong  propenfity  to  undertake  the  minif- 
ttrial  function,  he  returned  to  his  father's,  and  relumed 
bis  ftudies  with  frefti  vigor,  till  Mr,  Richard  Foley  of 
Stourbridge  fixed  him  as  m  after  of  the  free-fchool  at 
Dudley,  with  an  ufher  under  him.  In  the  time  he  taught 
fchool  there,  he  read  leveral  practical  treatifes,  whereby 
he  was  brought  to  a  due  and  deep  fenfe  of  religion,  his 
progrefs  therein  being  not  a  little  quickened  by  his  great 
bodily  weaknefs  and  ill  ftate  of  health,  which  inclined  him 
to  think  he  fhould  fcarce  furvive  above  a  year.  We  are 
told  by  Dr.  Calamy,  that,  from  the  age  of  twenty-one 
to  twenty-three,  he  lived  conftantly  as  it  were  in  the  fha- 
dow  of  death;  and,  finding  his  own  foul  under  ferious 
apprehenfions  of  the  matters  of  another  world,  he  was 
very  defirous  to  communicate  thofe  appiehenfions  to  fuch 
ignorant,  carelefs,  prefumptuous  (inners,  as  the  world 
abounds  with.  Although  therefore  he  had  his  difcourage- 
ments,  through  his  fenfe  of  the  greatnefs  and  awfulnefs 
of  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  and  his  fear  of  expofing  hjm- 
felf  to  the  cenfure  of  many,  on  the  account  of  his  want* 
ing  academical  education,  honors,  and  dignities;  yet,  ex- 
pecting to  be  fo  quickly  in  another  world,  the  great  con- 
cernments of  miferable  fouls  prevailed  with  him  to  engage 
in  it ;  and  finding  in  himfelf  a  thirfty  defire  of  men's  con- 
verfion  and  falvation,  and  a  competent  perfuading  faculty 
of  expreflion,  which  fervent  affections  might  help  to  ac- 
tuate, he  concluded,  that  if  but  one  or  two  fouls  might 
by  his  means  be  won  to  GOD,  it  would  eafily  recom- 
penfe  any  treatment  he  might  meet  with  in  the  world. 
However,  having  ftill  an  earned  defire  to  the  miniftry,  he 
in  1638  addreffed  himfelf  to  Dr.  Thornborough,  bifhop  of 
Winchejler,  for  holy  orders,  which  after  examination  he 
received,  having  at  that  time  no  fcruples  of  conscience 
which  hindered  from  conforming  to  the  church  of  England* 

We  have  a  very  diftinft  detail  of  the  means  by  which  he 
firft  came  to  alter  his  opinions  in  thefe  matters;  and  it  will 
be  very  proper  to  take  notice  of  them  here,  becaufe  they 
will  ferve  to  let  the  reader  into  the  character  of  the  man. 
Being  fettled  at  Dudley,  he  fell  into  the  acquaintance  of  fe- 
veral  nonconforming,  whom,  though  he  judged  fevere  and 
fplenetic,  yet  he  found  to  be  both  godly  and  honeft  men. 
They  fupplied  him  with  feveral  writings  on  their  own  fide, 
and  amongft  the  reft,  with  Ames's  '  Frefh  Suit  againft  Ce- 
remonies, which  he  read  over  very  diftinclly,  comparing 
it  with  Dr.  Burgefss  i  Rejoynder.'  And,  upon  the  whole, 
he  at  that  time  came  to  thefe  conclufions.    Kneeling  he 
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thought  lawful,  and  all  mere  circumftances  determined  by 
the  magiftrate,  which  GOD  in  nature  or  fcripture  hath 
determined  on,  only  in  the  general.  The  furplice  he  more 
douhted  of,  but  was  inclined  to  think  it  lawful :  And 
though  he  intended  to  forbear  it  till  under  neceflity,  yet  he 
could  not  fee  how  he  could  have  juftined  the  forfaiting  his 
miniftry  merely  on  that  account,  though  he  never  actu- 
ally wore  it.   About  the  ring  in  marriage  he  had  no  fcru- 
ple.    The  crofs  in  baptifm  he  thought  Dr.  Ames  had 
proved  unlawful;  and  though  he  was  not  without  fome 
doubting  in  the  point,  yet  beoaufe  he  moft  inclined  to 
judge  it  unlawful,  he  never  once  ufed  it.    A  form  of 
prayer  and  liturgy  he  judged  to  be  lawful,  and  in  fome 
cafes  lawfully  irnriofed.    The  old  EngUjh  liturgy  in  parti- 
cular, he  judged  to  have  much  diforder  and  defect  ivenefs 
in  it,  but  nothing  which  mould  make  the  ufe  of  it  in  the 
ordinary  public  worinip  to  be  unlawful  to  them  who  could 
not  do  better.   He  fought  for  difcipline  in  the  church,  and 
faw  the  fad  effects  of  its  neglect ;  but  he  was  not  then  fo 
perfuaded  as  afterwards,  that  the  very  frame  of  diocefan 
prelacy  excluded  it,  but  thought  it  had  been  chargeable 
only  on  the  perfonal  neglects  of  the  biihops.  Subfcrip- 
tion  he  began  to  think  unlawful,  and  repented  his  raflinefs 
in  yielding  to  it  fo  haftily.    For  though  he  could  ufe  the 
common  prayer,  and  was  not  yet  againft  diocefans,  yet 
to  fubferibe  ex  animo,  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  three 
hooks  contrary  to  the  word  of  GOD,  was  that  which  he 
tlurft  not  do,  had  it  been  to  be  done  again.    So  that  fub- 
icription,  and  the  crofs  in  baptifm,  and  the  promifcuous 
giving  the  Lord's  fupper  to  all  comers,  though  ever  fo 
unqualified,  if  they  were  not  excommunicated  by  a  bifhop 
or  chancellor  who  knows  nothing  of  them,  were  the  only 
things  in  which  he  as  yet  in  his  judgement  inclined  to 
nonconform  it  y:  And  yet,  even  as  to  thefe  things,  he  kept 
his  thoughts  to  himfelt.    He  continued  to  argue  with  the 
nonconforming  about  the  points  they  differed  in,  and  par- 
ticularly kneeling  at  the  facrament ;  about  which  he  ma- 
naged a  difpute  with  fome  of  them  in  writing,  till  they 
<hd  not  think  fit  to  purfue  it  any  farther :  He  freely  re- 
proved them  for  the  bitternefs  of  their  language  againfl 
the  bifhops  and  their  adherents,  and  exhorted  them  to 
endeavor  for  patience  and  charity,  but  found  their  fpirits 
fo  exafperated  by  the  hard  meafure  they  had  met  with, 
•that  they  were  deaf  to  his  admonitions.    Being  fettled  at 
Dudley^  he  preached  frequently  in  that  town,  and  in  the 
neighbouring  villages,  with  the  approbation  of  all  his 
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hearers.  In  three  quarters  of  a  year  he  was  removed  to 
Rridgenorth,  where  he  officiated  as  affiiiant  to  Mr.  William 
Madftardy  then  miniirer  of  that  place,  who  treated  him 
with  great  kindnefs  and  refpecl,  and  did  not  put  him  upon 
many  things  which  he  then  began  to  fcruple  doing.  When 
the  ct  catera  oath  came  to  be  impofed,  Mr.  Baxter  ap* 
plied  himfelf  to  ftudy  the  cafe  of  epifcopacy,  and  it  fared 
with  him  as  with  fome  others,  the  thing  which  was  in- 
tended to  fix  them  to  the  hierarchy,  drove  them  into  a  dif- 
like  of  it.  In  order  to  have  a  jull  idea  of  this  matter,  it 
is  neceflary  to  tranfcribethis  famous  oath  at  large;  whence 
it  will  appear  why  fome  very  honeft  men  fcrupled  it,  and 
why  fome  as  honeft  men  took  it  without  fcruple. 
It  runs  thus:  *  I  A.  B.  do  fwear,  that  I  do  approve  the 

*  doctrine  and  difcipline,  or  government  eftabliihed  in 

*  the  church  of  England,  as  containing  all  things  neoef- 
'  fary  to  falvation:  And  that  I  will  not  endeavor  by  my- 
1  felr  or  any  other,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  bring  in  any 

*  popilh  doctrine,  contrary  to  that  which  is  fo  eftablifhed; 

*  nor  will  I  ever  give  my  confent  to  alter  the  government 

*  of  the  church,  by  archbifhops,  bifhops,  deans,  and 

*  archdeacons,  (sfc,  as  it  ftands  now  eftabli/hed,  and  as 
'  by  right  it  ought  to  frand,  nor  yet  ever  to  fubjecl  it  to 
'  trie  ufurpation  and  fu  per  ft  it  ions  of  the  fee  of  Rome. 

*  And  all  thefe  things  I  do  plainly  and  fincerely  acknow- 
'  ledge  and  fwear,  according  to  the  plain  and  common 

*  fenfe  and  underftandingof  the  fame  words,  without  any 

*  equivocation  or  mental  evafion,  or  fecret  refervation 

*  whatfoever.  And  this  I  do  heartily,  willingly  and  truly, 
«  upon  the  faith  of  a  Chriftian.    So  help  me  GOD,  in 

*  Jrfus  Chriji: 

Men  of  tender  consciences  thought  it  hard  to  fwear 
to  the  continuance  of  a  church  government,  which  many 
of  them  difliked;  and  yet  thefe  men  for  the  church's 
quiet  would  willingly  have  concealed  their  thoughts,  ha4 
not  this  oath,  impofed  under  the  penalty  of  expulfion, 
compelled  them  to  fpeak.  Others  complained  of  the 
tt  ctttera,  which,  they  (aid,  contained  they  knew  not 
what,  and  might  be  extended  to  they  knew  not  whom, 
but  in  all  probability  to  the  officers  of  ecclefiaftical 
courts ;  and  to  fwear  to  them  they  thought  not  only  a 
little  extraordinary,  but  very  far  from  being  lawful.  Mr* 
Baxter  feems  to  have  under  ftood  the  oath  to  be  a  direct 
declaration  in  favor  of  the  ecclefiaftical  jurifdi&ion  of  pre- 
lates as  then  eftabliflied,  which,  though  it  might  be  iub- 
mitted  to  with  little,  he  apprehended  could  not  be  fworn 

C  2  to 
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to  without  much,  confideration.  This  put  him  upon  flu* 
dying  the  heft  hooks  lie  could  meet  with  on  this  fuhjedt; 
the  coniequence  of  which  was,  that  he  utterly  difliked 
the  oath,  a  thing  w,hich  tell  out  to  many  others  hefides 
him,  who,  hut  for  this  accident,  had  never  difturbed 
themfelvcs  about  fo  knotty  a  queftion.  In  the  year  1640 
he  was  invited  to  Kidder  nun fl  a  by  the  bailiff  and  feoffees, 
to  preach  there  for  an  allowance  of  fixty  pounds  a  year, 
which  he  accepted ;  and  applied  himfelr  with  luch  dili- 
gence to  his  facred  calling,  as  had  a  very  great  effect,  in 
a  fliort  time,  upon  a  very  diffolute  people.  He  continued 
thereabout  two  years  before  the  civil  war  broke  out,  and 
fourteen  afterwards  with  fome  interruption.  He  fided 
with  the  parliament,  and  recommended  the  proteftation 
they  directed  to  be  taken,  to  the  people.  This  expofed 
him  to  fome  inconveniences,  which  obliged  him  to  retire 
to  Ghucefler,  but  he  was  foon  invited  back  to  Kidder- 
mlnjler,  whither  he  returned.  His  ftay  there  was  not 
long,. but  beginning;  to  confider  with  himfelf  where  he 
might  remain  in  fatety,  he  fixed  upon  Coventry,  and  ac- 
cordingly went  thither.  There  he  lived  peaceably  and 
comfortably,  preached  once  every  Lord's  day  to  the 
garrifon,  and  once  to  the  town's  people,  for  which  he 
took  nothing  but  his  diet.  After  Nafeby  fight,  when 
all  things  feemed  to  favor  the  parliament ;  he,  by  ad- 
vice of  the  minifters  at  Coventry,  became  chaplain  to 
Colonel  ff^a/ieys  regiment,  and  in  this  quality  he  was 
prefent  at  feveral  fieges,  but  never  in  any  engagement, 
fo  that  there  was  not  the  leaft  grounds  for  that  fcan- 
dalous  ftory,  invented  and  trumpeted  about  by  his  ene- 
mies, viz,  that  he  killed  a  man  in  cold  blood,  and  rob- 
bed him  of  a  medal.  He  took  all  imaginable  pains  to 
hinder  the  progrefs  of  the  fe&aries,  and  to  keep  men 
firm  in  juft  notions  of  religion  and  government,  never 
deviating  from  what  he  judged  in  his  confeience  to  be 
right,  for  the  fake  of  making  court  to  any,  or  from  bafer 
motives  of  fear.  But  he  was  feparated  from  the  army  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1657,  in  a  very  critical  juncture, 
iuft  when  they  fell  off  from  the  parliament,  Mr.  Baxter 
being  at  that  time  feized  with  a  bleeding  at  the  nofe,  in  fo 
violent  a  manner,  that  he  loft  the  quantity  of  a  gallon  at 
once,  which  obliged  him  to  retire  to  Sir  Thomas  Roufes, 
where  he  continued  for  a  long  time  in  a  very  languifhing 
Hate  of  health,  which  hindered  him  from  doing  that  fer- 
vice  to  his  country,  that  otherwife,  from  a  man  of  his 
principles  and  moderation,  might  have  been  expected. 
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He  afterwards  returned  to  K\dderminjlery  and  refumed  the 
work  of  his  miniftry.  He  hindered,  as  far  as  it  was  in 
his  power,  the  taking  of  the  covenant,  he  preached  and 
fpoke  publicly  againit  the  engagement,  and  therefore  it  is 
very  unjuft  to  brand  him,  as  fome  have  done,  as  a  trum- 
peter of  rebellion  *.  When  the  army  was  marching  to 
oppofe  K.  Charles  II.  at  the  head  of  the  Scots*  Mr.  Baxter 
took  pains,  both  by  fpeaking  and  writing,  to  remind  the 
foldiers  of  their  duty,  and  to  difluade  them  from  fighting 
againft  their  brethren  and  fellow-fubjefts.  After  this, 
when  Cromwell  afTumed  the  fupreme  power,  he  was  not 
afraid  to  exprefs  his  difaffection  to  his  tyranny;  though 
he  did  not  think  himfelf  obliged  to  preach  politics  from 

C  3  the 

*  To  enter  into  all  the  grofs  things  that  have  been  fa  id  of  Mr.  Bax- 
ter by  his  enemies,  would  take  up  more  room  than  we  have  employed  in 
writing  his  life.  It  is  fufficient  to  note  their  names,  and  the  pieces 
they  have  wrote,  'viz.  Mr.  Crandon  in  his  book  againil  Mr.  Baxter's 
Aphorifms;  Mr.  Young's  Vindicidt  Anti-Baxterian<e,  1696,  izmo. 
Mr.  Long's  Review  of  Mr.  Baxter's  Life,  1697,  8<i<j.  adding,  as  a 
fpecimen,  the  following  fpeech  put  into  the  mouth  of  prcftdent  Brad- 
fhanu  in  hell,  who,  in  deciding  on  the  merits  of  Mr.  Hobbs,  Mr.  Ne- 
*viUy  and  Mr.  Baxter,  is  made  to  fpeak  of  the  laft  thus:   *  If  he, 

*  whofe  faith  is  faction,  whofe  religion  is  rebellion,  whofe  prayers  are 

*  fpells,  whofe  piety  is  magic,  whofe  purity  is  the  gall  of  bittcrnefs, 
'  who  can  cant  and  recant,  and  cant  again;  who  can  transform  himfelf 
'  into  as  many  (hapes  as  Lucifer  (who  is  never  more  a  devil  than  when 
'  an  angel  of  light),  and,  like  him  (who  proud  of  his  perfections, 
'  firft  rebelled  in  heaven),  proud  of  his  imaginary  graces,  pretends  to 

*  rule  and  govern,  and  consequently  rebel  on  earth,  be  the  greateft  po- 

*  litician;  then  make  room  for  Mr.  Baxter:  Let  him  come  in,  and  be 

*  crowned  with  wreaths  of  ferpents  and  chaplcts  of  adders :  Let  his 
'  triumphant  chariot  be  a  pulpit  drawn  on  the  wheels  of  cannon,  by  a 
4  brace  of  wolves  in  flieeps  cloathing  :  Let  the  antient  fathers  of  the 
'  church,  whom  out  of  ignorance  he  has  vilified ;  the  reverend  and 
'  learned  prelates,  whom  out  of  pride  and  malice  he  has  abufed, 

*  belied  and  perfecuted  ;  the  moil  righteous  king,  whofe  murder  (I 
'  fpeak  my  own  and  his  ienfe),  contrary  to  the  light  of  all  religion, 
'  laws,  rcafon,  and  confeience,  he  has  jultified,  then  denied,  then 
'  again  and  again  juftified  ;  let  them  all  be  bound  in  chains  to  attend 

*  his  infernal  triumph  to  his  Saints  Everlalting  Reft.  Then  make  room 
'  fcribes  and  pharifees,  hypociites,  atheifts,  and  politicians,  for  the 
'  greatelt  rebel  on  earth,  and  next  to  him  that  fell  from  heaven.'  But 
it  is  certain,  that  no  man  made  more  warm  pretenftons  to  loyalty  than 
Mr.  Baxter  did,  who  had  the  courage  to  tell  the  protector  Cromwell  to 
his  face,  that  the  old  Englijh  monarchy  was  a  bleflin^.  He  was  at  the 
defire  of  K.  Charles  II.  appointed  one  of  his  chaplains,  and  had  fome 
mare  of  royal  favor  as  long  as  the  king  lived.  Buc  what  feems  to  put 
this  matter  out  of  all  queftion  is  this,  that,  after  the  fevero  treatment  he 
met  with  in  the  reign  of  K.  J  antes  t  which  might  eafily  have  lowered 
his  fpirit,  and  after  the  revolution,  when  he  was  under  no  neceflity  of 
keeping  terms,  he  difclaimcd  all  fuch  fentiments,  declaring  pofitively, 
that  throughout  the  whole  civil  war  he  was  always  for  the  king  and  par- 
liament, and  never  againft  the  king's  pcrfon,  power,  or  prerogative. 
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the  pulpit.  Once  indeed  be  preached  before  Cromwtll9 
but  neither  did  he  in  that  fermon  flatter,  nor,  in  a  confe- 
rence he  had  with  him  afterwards,  did  he  exprefs  either 
affection  to  his  perfon,  or  fubmiflion  to  his  power,  but 
quite  the  contrary*.  He  came  to  London  a  little  before 
the  depofition  of  Richard  Cromwell.  At  that  time  Mr. 
Baxter  was  looked  upon  as  a  friend  to  monarchy,  and 
with  reafon,  for,  being  chofen  to  preach  before  the  parlia- 
ment on  the  30th  of  April  1660,  which  was  the  day  pre- 
ceding that  on  which  they  voted  the  king's  return,  he 
maintained,  that  loyalty  to  their  prince,  was  a  thing  ef- 
fential  to  all  true  proteftants  of  whatever  perfuaiion. 
About  the  fame  time  likewife  he  was  chofen  to  preach  a 
thankfgiving  fermon  at  St.  PauC s,  for  general  Afonlfs  fuc- 
cefs;  and  yet  fome  have  been  fo  bold  as  to  maintain,  that 
he  attempted  to  dhTuade  his  excellency  from  concurring 

in, 

*  The  earl  of  Warwick  and  the  lord  Broghill  were  the  perfons  who 
drew  him  to  preach  before  the  protector,  and  the  words  he  made  choice^, 
of  were  thjefe :  Now  I  befeech  you,  brethren,  by  tbe  nam*  of  our  Lord 
Jcfus  Chrift,  that  ye  all  (peak  tbe  fame  thing,  and  that  there  be  no  di- 
wifions  among  you,  but  teat  ye  be  ferfcHly  joined  together  in  the  fame 
mind,  and  in  the  fame  judgement.  He  levelled  his  dilcourfe  againlt  the 
divisions  and  diftractiom  of  the  church,  (hewing  how  mifchicvous  a 
thing  it  was  for  politicians  to  maintain  fuch  divifions  for  their  own 
ends,  that  they  might  fifli  in  troubled  waters,  and  keep  the  church  by  its 
divifions  in  a  ftatc  of  wcaknefs,  led  it  mould  be  able  to  offend  them. 
Awhile  after  Cromwell  fent  to  fpeak  with  him,  and  when  he  came  he 
had  only  three  of  his  chief  men  with  him.  He  began  a  long  and  te- 
dious fpecch  to  him  of  GOD's  providence  in  the  change  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  how  GOD  had  owned  it,  and  what  great  things  had  been 
done  at  home  and  abroad  in  the  peace  with  Spain  and  Holland,  &e. 
When  he  had  continued  fpeaking  thus  about  an  hour,  Mr.  Baxter  told 
him,  it  was  too  £ieat  condefcenfion  to  acquaint  him  fo  fully  with  all 
thofe  matters  which  were  above  him;  but  that  the  honeft  people  of  the 
land  took  their  antient  monarchy  to  be  a  blefTing  and  not  an  evil,  and 
humbly  craved  his  patience  that  he  might  aflc  him,  how  they  had  for- 
feited that  blcfling,  and  unto  whom  this  forfeiture  was  made  ?  Upon 
that  qucftion  he  was  awakened  into  fome  pntfion,  and  told  him  there 
was  no  forfeiture,  but  GOD  had  changed  it  as  pleafcd  him  ;  and  then  he 
let  fly  at  the  parliament,  which  thwarted  him,  and,  efpecially  by  name, 
at  four  or  five  members,  which  were  Mr.  Baxter**  chief  acquaintance, 
whom  tie  prefumcd  to  defend  againft  the  protector's  paffion.  And  thus 
were  four  or  five  hours  fpent,  though  to  little  purpofe.  Some  time 
afterwards  the  protector  fent  for  him  again,  under  pretence  of  afking 
his  judgement  about  liberty  of  confeience,  at  which  time  alfo  he  made 
a  long  tedious  fpecch  hintfelf,  which  took  up  fo  much  time,  that  Mr. 
Baxter  defired  to  offer  his  fentiments  in  writing,  which  he  did;  but  he 
fays,  he  queftions  whether  Cromwell  read  them.  We  have  aifo  a  cha- 
racter of  Cromwell  drawn  by  the  pen  of  our  Author,  which,  though 
too  long  to  be  inferted  here,  is  one  of  the  moil  juit  and  impartial,  that 
we  have  of  that  very  extraordinary  man. 
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in^  or  rather  from  bringing  about,  that  happy  change. 
Alter  the  reftoratiou  he  became  one  of  the  king's  chap- 
lains in  ordinary,  preached  before  him  once,  and  had 
frequent  accefs  to  his  royal  perfon,  and  was  always  treated 
by  him  with  peculiar  reipec^t.  At  the  Savoy  conferences, 
Mr.  Baxter  a/lifted  as  one  of  the  commiflioniTS,  and  theu 
drew  up  the  reformed  liturgy.  He  was  offered  the  bi- 
lhopric  of  Hereford,  by  the  lord  chancellor  Clarendon, 
which  he  refufed  to  accept,  for  reafons  which  he  rendered 
in  a  relpedlful  letter  to  his  lordlnip.  Yet  even  then  he 
would  willingly  have  returned  to  his  beloved  town  of 
Kidder minjler,  and  have  preached  in  the  low  ft  ate  of  a 
curate.  But  this  was  then  refufed  him,  though  the  lord 
chancellor  took  pains  to  have  fettled  him  there  as  he  defired. 

When  he  found  himfelf  thus  difappointed,  he  preached 
occa£onally  about  the  city  of  London,  fometimes  for  Dr. 
Bates  at  St.  Dunftans  in  the  Well,  and  fometimes  in  other 
places,  having  a  licence  from  bifhop  Sheldon,  upon  his  fub- 
fcribing  a  promife,  not  to  preach  any  thing  again  ft  the 
doctrine  or  ceremonies  of  the  church.  The  laft  time  he 
preached  in  public  was,  on  the  15th  day  of  May,  1662,  a 
farewel  fermon  at  Black  Friars.  He  afterwards  retired  to 
Aelon  in  Afiddlefpx,  where  he  went  every  Lord's  day  to  the 
public  church,  and  fpent  the  reft  of  the  day  with  his  fa- 
mily, and  a  few  poor  neighbours  that  came  m  to  him.  In 
1665,  when  the  plague  raged,  he  went  to  Richard  Hamp- 
dens,  Efq.  in  Buckingham/hire,  and  returned  to  Aclon  when 
it  was  over*  He  ftaid  there  as  long  as  the  act  againft  con- 
venticles continued  in  force,  and  when  that  was  expired, 
he  had  fo  many  auditors  that  he  wanted  room.  Here- 
upon, bv  a  warrant  figned  by  two  ju  ft  ices,  he  was  com- 
mitted for  fix  months  to  New-Prifon  jail,  but  got  an 
habeas  corpus,  and  was  releafed  and  removed  to  Totteridge 
near  Barnet*.    At  this  place  he  lived  quietly  and  with- 

C  4  out 

*  In  this  affair,  as  Mr.  Baxter  met  with  fome  hardfhip  in  the  com- 
mitment, fo  he  experienced  the  fincerity  of  many  of  his  beft  friends, 
who  on  this  occafion  ftuck  by  him  very  fteadily.  As  he  was  carried  to 
prilbn,  he  called  upon  Serjeant  fountain  to  alk  his  advice,  who,  when 
he  had  perufed  the  mittimus,  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  he  might  be 
difcharsed  from  his  iroprifonment  by  law.  The  earl  of  Orrery^  the 
earl  of  Manchefter,  the  earl  of  Arlington,  and  the  duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, mentioned  the  affair  to  the  king,  who  was  plcafcd  to  fend  Sir 
John  Baber  to  him,  to  let  him  know,  that  though  his  majclty  was  not 
willing  to  relax  the  law,  yet  he  would  not  be  oitendid,  if  by  any  ap- 
plication to  the  courts  in  Wejiminfier-sHall  he  could  procure  his  liberty; 
upon  this  a  habeas  corf  us  was  demanded  at  the  bar  of  the  common-pleas, 
and  granted.    The  judges  were  clear  in  their  opinion,  that  the  mittimus 

wa» 
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out  difturbance.  The  king  was  refolved  to  make  fome 
conceffions  to  the  diflenters  in  Scotland,  and  the  duke  of 
Lauderdale,  by  his  order,  acquainted  Mr.  Baxter,  that  if . 
he  would  take  this  opportunity  of  going  into  that  king- 
dom, he  mould  have  what  preferment  he  would  there ; 
which  he  declined  on  account  of  his  own  weaknefs  and 
the  circumftances  ot  his  family.  His  opinion  however 
was  taken  on  the  fcheme  for  fettling  church  difputes  in 
that  country.  In  167 1,  Mr.  Baxter  loft  the  greater!  part 
of  his  fortune  by  the  (hutting  up  of  the  king's  exchequer, 
in  which  he  had  a  thoufand  pounds.  After  the  indulgence 
in  1672,  he  returned  into  the  city,  and  was  one  of  the 
Tuefday  lecturers  at  Pinner  s- Hall,  and  had  a  Friday  lecture 
at  Fetter  Lane ;  but,  on  the  Lord's  days-,  he  for  fome  time 
preached  only  occafionally,  and  afterwards  more  flatedly 
in  St.  James's  market-houfe,  where  in  1674  he  had  a  won- 
derful deliverance,  by  almol!  a  miracle,  from  a  crack  in 
the  floor.  He  was  apprehended  as  he  was  preaching 
his  lecture  at  Mr.  Turner 's,  but  foon  releafed,  becaufe 
the  warrant  was  not,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  figned  by 
a  city  juftice.  The  times  feeming  to  grow  more  favor- 
able, he  built  a  meeting-houfe  in  Oxendon  Street,  where 
he  preached  but  once  before  a  refolution  was  taken  to 
iurprife  and  fend  him  to  the  county  jail  on  the  Oxford 
act,  which  misfortune  he  luckily  elcaped ;  but  the  perlon 
who  preached  for  him  was  committed  to  the  Gatehoufe, 
and  continued  there  three  months*  Having  been  kept  out 
of  his  new  meeting-houfe  a  whole  year,  he  took  another 
in  Swallow  Street;  but  was  likewile  prevented  from  ufmg 
that,  a  guard  being  fixed  there  for  many  Sundays  together, 
to  hinder  him  from  coming  into  it.  On  Mr.  PVad[ivort}>% 
dying,  Mr.  Baxter  preached  to  his  congregation  in  South- 
work  for  many  months.  When  Dr.  Lloyd  fucceeded  Dr. 
Lamplugh  in  St.  MarMi  parifh,  Mr.  Baxter  made  him 
an  offer  of  the  chapel  he  had  built  in  Oxendon  Street,  for 
public  worfnip,  which  was  very  kindly  accepted.  In 

1682, 

was  infufficicnt,  and  thereupon  discharged  him.  This  exafperated  the 
jufticcs  who  committed  him,  and  therefore  they  made  a  new  mittimus, 
in  order  to  have  him  fent  to  the  county  jail  of  Newgate,  which  he 
avoided  by  keeping  out  of  the  way.  The  whole  of  this  perfecution  is 
faid  to  have  been  owing  to  the  particular  piqve  of  Dr.  Bruno  Rives, 
dean  of  ffjnJfor  and  of  Wolverhampton^  rector  of  Hafelly  and  of  Aft  on  t 
and  one  of  the  king's  chaplains  in  ordinary.  The  realon  that  he  pufbed 
this  matter  fo  far  was^  becaufe  Mr.  Baxter  had  preached  in  his  parifh 
of  Ailon,  which  he  fancied  fome  way  reflected  upon  him,  becaufe  Mr. 
Baxter  had  always  a  large  audience,  though  in  truth  this  was  in  a  good] 
meafure  owing  to  the  imprudence  of  the  dean,  whofc  curate  wa*  a 
weak  man,  and  too  great  a  frequenter  of  alchoufe*. 
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1682,  lie  fufTered  more  feverely  than  he  had  ever  done  on 
account  of  his  nonconformity.  One  day  he  was  fuddenlf 
furprifed  in  his  houfe  hy  many  conftahles  and  officers, 
who  apprehended  him  upon  a  warrant  to  fcize  his  peribn, 
for  coming  within  five  miles  of  a  corporation,  producing 
at  the  fame  time  five  more  warrants,  to  diitrain  for  one 
hundred  and  ninety-five  pounds  for  five  fermons.  Though 
he  was  much  out  of  order,  being  but  juft  rifen  from  his 
bed,  where  he  had  been  in  extremity  of  pain,  he  was  con- 
tentedly going  with  them  to  a  juftice,  to  be  fent  to  jail, 
and  left  his  hcufe  to  their  will.  But  Dr.  Thomas  Cox, 
meeting  him  as  he  was  going,  forced  him  again  into  his 
bed,  and  went  to  five  juftices  and  took  his  oath,  that  he 
could  not  go  to  prifon  without  danger  of  death.  Upon 
this  the  juftices  delayed  till  they  had  confulted  the  king, 
who  confented  that  his  imprifonment  mould  be  for  that 
time  forborn,  that  he  might  die  at  home.  But  they  exe- 
cuted their  warrants  on  the  books  and  goods  in  the  noufe, 
though  he  made  it  appear  they  were  none  of  his;  and  thej 
fold  even  the  bed  which  he  lay  lick  upon.  Some  friend* 
paid  them  as  much  money  as  they  were  appraifed  at,  and 
be  repayeti  them.  And  all  this  was  without  Mr.  Baxter'% 
having  the  leall  notice  of  any  accufation,  or  receiving 
any  fummons  to  appear  and  anfwer  for  himfelf,  or  ever 
feeing  the  juftices  or  accufers ;  and  afterwards  he  was  in 
conftant  danger  of  new  feizures,  and  thereupon  he  was 
forced  to  leave  his  houfe,  and  retire  into  private  lodgings. 

Things  continued  much  in  the  fame  way  during  the 
vear  1683,  and  Mr.  Baxter  remained  in  great  obfcurity, 
fiowever,  not  without  receiving  a  remarkable  teltimony  of 
the  fincere  efteem,  and  great  confidence,  which  a  perfon 
of  remarkable  piety,  though  of  another  perfuafion,  had 
towards  him:  The  rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Afayoty  a  beneficed 
clergyman  in  the  church  of  England,  who  had  devoted  his 
eftate  to  charitable  ufes,  gave  by  his  lair,  will  600/.  to  be 
diftributed  by  Mr.  Baxter  to  fixty  poor  ejected  minifters; 
adding,  that  he  did  it  not  becaufe  they  were  nonconfor- 
ming, but  becaufe  many  fuch  were  poor  and  pious.  But 
the  king's  attorney,  Sir  Robert  Saivver,  fued  for  it  in  the 
chancery,  and  the  lord-keeper  North  gave  it  all  to  the 
king.  It  was  paid  into  the  chancery  by  order,  and,  as 
Providence  directed  it,  there  kept  fafe,  till  king  llilliam 
the  third  afcended  the  throne,  when  the  commiflioners 
of  the  great  feal  reftored  it  to  the  ufe  for  which  it  was 
intended  by  the  deceafed  ;  and  Mr.  Baxter  difpofed  of  it 
accordingly-    In  the  following  year,  1684,  Mr.  Baxter 

fell 
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{ell  intfr  a  very  bad  ftatc  of  health,  fo  as  to  be  fcaixe  able 
toftand.  He  was  in  this  condition,  when  the  jufl  ices  of 
peace  for  the  county  of  Middlcfcx  granted  a  warrant  againil 
him,  in  order  to  his  being  bound  to  his  good  behavior. 

They  got  into  his  houfe,  but  could  not  immediately  get 
at  him,  Mr.  Baxter  being  in  his  ftudy,  and  their  warrant 
not  impowering  them  to  break  open  doors.  Six  confta- 
Wes,  however,  were  fet  to  hinder  him  from  getting  ta 
his  bed-chamber,  and  fo,  by  keeping  him  from  food  and 
fleep,  they  carried  their  point,  and  took  him  away  to  the 
feffions  houfe,  where  he  was  bound  in  the  penalty  of  four 
bundred  pounds  to  keep  the  peace,  and  was  brought  up. 
twice  afterwards,  though  he  kept  his  bed  the  greateft  part 
of  the  time.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1685,  Mr.  Bax- 
ter was  committed  to  the  King's  Bench  prifon,  by  a  war- 
rant from  the  lord  chief  jullice  Jefferies,  for  his  para- 
phrase on  the  New  Teftament,  and  tried  on  the  18th  of 
Afay  in  the  fame  year  in  the  court  of  king's-bench,  and 
found  guilty,  and  on  the  29th  of  June  following  received 

*  very  fevere  fentence*.    In  1686,  the  king,  by  the  me- 

diation 

*  This  trial  of  Mr.  Baxter  was  by  much  the  moft  remarkable  tranf- 
aclion  in  his  life;  and  therefore,  though  we  by  no  means  affeft  long 
citations,  yet,  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  this,  we  are  under  a  necefihy  of  Hating 
things  from  a  perfon  who  has  given  us  the  faireft  account  of  them,  for  the 
fake  of  authority.  On  the  6th  of  May,  being  the  hrft  day  of  Eajler  Term, 
1685,  Mr.  Baxter  appeared  in  the  court  of  Kind's  Bench,  and  Mr.  at- 
torney declared  he  would  file  an  information  again  ft  hiro.  On  the  i+th 
the  defendant  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  on  the  1 8th,  Mr.  Baxter  being 
much  imiiipofed,  anddefiring  farther  time  than  to  the  30th,  which  wa» 
the  day  appointed  for  the  trial,  he  moved  by  his  counfel  that  it  might  be 
put  off  j  on  which  occafion  the  chief  juftice  anfwered  angrily,  *  I  will  not 
■  give  him  a  minute's  time  more  to  fave  his  life.    We  have  had  (fays 

*  he)  to  do  with  other  forts  of  perfons,  but  now  we  have  a  faint  to 
'  deal  with,  and  I  know  how  to  deal  with  faints  as  well  as  finners. 

*  Yonder  (lays  he)  ftands  Oats  in  the  pillory  (as  he  actually  did  in  New 

*  Palace-yard),  and  he  fays  he  fuffcrs  tor  the  truth,  and  fo  does  Baxter ; 
«  but  if  Baxter  did  but  ftand  on  the  other  fide  of  the  pillory  with  him,  I 

*  would  fay  two  of  the  greateft  rogues  and  rafcals  in  the  kingdom  ftood 

*  there.*  On  the  30th  of  filay,  in  the  afternoon,  he  was  Drought  to 
his  trial  before  the  lord  chief  juftice  Jefferieszt  Guild-hall.  Sir  Henry 
AJhurfiy  who  could  not  forfakc  his  own  and  his  father's  friend,  ftood  by 
him  all  the  while.  Mr.  Baxter  came  firft  into  court,  and  with  all  the 
marks  of  ferenity  and  compofure  waited  for  the  coming  of  the  lord  chief 
juftice,  who  appeared  quickly  after  wfrh  great  indignation  in  his  face. 
He  no  fooner  fat  down,  than  a  fhort  caufe  was  called,  and  tried; 
after  which  the  clerk  began  to  read  the  title  of  another  caufe.  «  You 
'  blockhead. you  (fays  Jeffries),  the  next  caufe  is  between  Richard  Bax- 
'  terf  and  the  king  Upon  which  Mr.  Baxter's  caufe  was  called.  The 
padages  mentioned  in  the  information,  was  hi*  Paraphrafe  on  Matth, 
v.  19.    Mark  ix.  39.    Mark  xi.  31.  Mark  xii.  38,  39,  40.  Luke 

x.  a. 
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diation  of  the  lord  Poivis,  granted  him  a  pardon  ;  and, 
on  the  24th  of  November  he  wa5  difcharged  out  of  the 
King's-Bench.  Sureties,  however,  were  required  for  hi* 
good  behavior,  but  it  was  entered  on  his  bail-piece  by  ' 
direction  of  K.  Jamesy  that  his  remaining  in  London,  con- 
trary to  the  Oxford  aft,  lhould  not  be  taken  as  a  breach 
of  the  peace.  After  this  he  retired  to  a  houfe  he  took 
in  Cbarter-Houfe  Yard,  contenting  himfelf  with  the  exer- 

cifc 

z.'  a.  John  xi.  57.  and  A8  xv.  12.  Thcfe  pillages  were  picked  out  by 
Sir  Roger  V  Eft  range  t  and  fome  of  his  fraternity.  And  a  certain  noted 
ciergyman  (who  Oiall  be  namelefs)  put  into  the  hands  of  his  enemiea 
ibme  accufations  out  of  Rom.  xiii.  &7.  as  againft  the  king,  to  touch 
his  life  j  but  no  ufe  was  made  of  them.  The  great  charge  was,  that 
in  thefe  fcvcral  pafiages  he  reflected  on  the  prelates  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land) and  fo  was  guilty  of  fedition,  &c.  The  king's  counfel  opened  the 
information  at  large,  with  its  aggravations.  Mr.  Wallop,  Mr.  Williams^ 
Mr.  Roth er am,  Mr.  Att<wood,  and  Mr.  Pbipps,  were  Mr.  Baxter'* 
coumel,  and  had  been  feed  by  Sir  Henry  AJhurft.    Mr.  Wallop  faid, 

<  that  be  conceived  the  matter  depending  being  a  point  of  doctrine,  it 

*  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  bifhop,  his  ordinary  j  but  if  not,  he 
'  humbly  conceived  the  doctrine  was  innocent  and  juftifiable,  fetting 
'  a£de  the  innuendo's,  for  which  there  was  no  colour,  there  being  no 

*  antecedent  to  refer  them  to.  (i.  e.  no  bifhop  or  clergy  of  the  church 

*  of  England  named).  Hefaid  the  book  accufed,  i.  e.  "  The  Comment 
"  on  the  New  Teftament,"  contained  many  eternal  truths ;  but  they  who 
'  drew  the  information  were  the  libellers,  in  applying  to  the  prelates  of 

*  the  church  of  England,  thofe  fevere  things  which  were  written  con- 
'  ccrnmg  fome  prelates  who  defcrved  the  characters  which  he  gave.  Mr 
«  lord  (fays  he),  I  humbly  conceive  the  biOiops  Mr.  Baxter  freaks  of, 

*  as  your  lordihip,  if  you  have  read  church  hiftory,  mult  confefs,  were 
'  the  plagues  of  the  church  and  of  the  world.*  '  Mr.  Wallop,  fays  the 
(  lord  chief  juftice,  I  observe  you  arc  in  all  thefe  dirty  caufes  ;  and  were 
'  it  not  for  you  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe,  who  mould  have  more  wit 
'  and  honefty,  than  to  fupport  and  hold  up  thefe  factious  knaves  by  the 

*  chin,  we  Jhould  not  be  at  the  pafs  we  are.*  '  My  lord,  fays  Mr.  Wal- 
4  lop,  I  humbly  conceive,  that  the  paflages  accufed  are  natural  deducti. 
f  ons  from  the  text'.  '  You  humbly  conceive,  fays  Jrfferigj,  and  I 
'  humbly  conceive  :  Swear  him,  fwear  him.*  *  My  lord,  fays  he,  under 
'  favor,  I  am  counfel  for  the  defendant  j  and,  if  I  understand  either 

<  Latin  or  Englijb,  the  information  now  brought  againft  Mr.  Baxter 

*  upon  fuch  a  flight  ground,  it  a  greater  reflection  upon  the  church  of 
'  England,  than  any  thing  contained  in  the  book  he  is  accufed  for.* 
Says  'Jifferies  to  him,  '  Sometimes  you  humbly  conceive,  and  fome- 
4  times  vou  are  very  pofitive  :  You  talk  of  your  ikill  in  church  hiftory, 

*  and  of  your  imderftanding  Latin  and  Englijb  j  I  think  I  underftanel 
'  Something  of  them  as  well  as  you;  but,  in  fhort,  I  mud  tell  you,  that 
'  if  you  do  not  underftand  your  duty  better,  I  (hall  teach  it  you.* 
Upon  which  Mr.  Wallop  fat  down.  Mr.  Rot  bf  ram  urged,  '  that  if 
«  Mr.  Baxter' 's  book  had  fharp  reflections  upon  the  church  of  Rome  by 

*  name,  but  fpake  well  of  the  prelates  of  the  church  of  England,  it 
'  was  to  be  prefumed,  that  the  fliarp  reflections  were  intended  only 

*  againft  the  prelates  of  the  church  of  Romc,%    The  lord  chief  juftice 

faid 
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cifeof  his  miniftrv,  as  afliilant  to  Mr.  Sikr/Irr.  and  thouch 
no  man  was  better  qualified  than  he,  for  managing  the 
public  affairs  of  his  party,  yet  he  never  meddled  with 
them,  nor  had  the  leaf  I  to  do  with  thofe  addrefXcs  which 
were  prefenftd  by  fome  ot  that  body  to  K.  fumes  II.  on 
his  indulgence.  After  his  fettlement  in  Chartcr-Houle 
Yard,  he  continued  about  four  years  and  a  half  in  the 
exercife  of  public  duties,  till  he  became  fo  very  weak  as 

to 

faid,  •  Baxter  was  an  enemy  to  the  name  and  thing,  the  office  and 
'  pcrfon  of  bifhops.'  Rotberam  added,  '  that  Baxter  frequently  at- 
'  tended  divine  fervicc,  went  to  the  facrament,  and  perfuaded  others  to 

*  do  fo  too,  as  was  certainly  and   publicly  known  i  and  had,  in  the 

*  very  book  fo  charged,  fyok erf  very  moderately  and  honorably  of 

*  the  bifhops  of  the  church  of  England.  Mr.  Baxter  added,  '*  My 
*'  lord,  I  have  been  fo  moderate  with  refpccl  to  the  church  of  England, 

that  I  have  incurred  the  cenfure  of  many  of  the  difTenters  upon  that 
*'  account."    '  Baxter  for  bifhops,  fays  Jefferies,  that's  a  merry  con- 

*  ceit  indeed  :  Turn  to  it,  turn  to  it/  Upon  this  Rotberam  turned  to 
a  place  where  'tis  faid,  «  That  great  refpeel  is  due  to  thofe  truly  called 

*  to  be  bifhops  among  us,'  or  to  that  purpole.    '  Ay,  (ziih  Jcfferie:, 

*  this  is  your  prefbyterian  cant  j  truly  called  to  be  bifhops     that  is 

*  himfelf,  ana  Inch  rafcals,  called  to  be  bilhops  of  Kidder  minflcr 

*  and  other  fuch  plaecs  :  Bifhops  fet  apart  by  fuch  factious,  fnivclling 
4  prelbyterians  as  himfelf ;   a  KiddermbtJIer  bifhop  he  means  :  Ac- 

*  cording  to  the  faying  of  a  late  learned  author,  and  every  paiifh  (hall 

*  maintain,  a  tithe-pig  metropolitan.'  Mr.  Baxter  beginning  to  fpeak 
again,  fays  he  to  him,  '  Richard,  Richard,  doft  thou  think  we  will 

*  hear  thee  poifon  the  court,  &c.  Richard,  thou  art  an  old  fellow, 
«  an  old  knave  j  thou  haft  written  books  enough  to  load  a  cart,  every 
4  one  as  full  of  fedition  (I  might  fay  treafon)  as  an  egg  is  full  of  meat. 

*  Hadft  thou  been  whipped  out  of  thv  wilting  trade  forty  years  ago, 

*  it  had  been  happy.    Thou  pietendelt  to  be  a  preacher  of  the  golpel 

*  of  peace,  and  thou  haft  one  foot  in  the  grave  \  'tis  time  for  thee  to 
«  ber,in  to  think  what  account  thou  intendeft  to  give*.    But  leave  thee 

*  to  thyfelf,  and  I  fee  thou'lt  go  on  as  thou  haft  begun  j  but,  by  the 
'  grace  of  GOD,  I  will  look  after  thee.    I  know  thou  haft  a  mighty 

*  party,  and  I  fee  a  great  many  of  the  brotherhood  in  coiners,  waiting 

*  to  fee  what  will  become  of  their  mighty  don,  and  a  doctor  of  the 

*  party  (looking  to  Dr.  Bates)  at  your  elbow  ;  but,  by  the  grace  of 
«  almighty  GOD,  I'll  crufh  you  all/  Mr.  Rotberam  fitting  down, 
Mr.  Attxvoed  be^an  to  Ihew,  that  not  one  of  the  paffages  mentioned 
in  the  information  ought  to  be  ftrained  to  that  fenfe,  which  was  put 
upon  them  by  the  innuendos,  they  being  more  natural  when  taken 
in  a  milder  fmfe,  nor  could  any  one  of  them  be  applied  to  the  prelates 
of  the  church  of  England  without  a  very  forced  construction.  To 
evidence  this  he  would  have  re.id  fome  of  the  text:  But  Jefferies 
i  r«L'd  out,  '  you  fha'.l  not  draw  me  into  a  conventicle  with  your  anno- 

*  taiiom.  nor  your  fnivellin^  p:irfon  neither.'  My  lord,  laid  Aitv."-sd, 
'  I  conceive  this  to  b»  exprefdy  within  R>,j\ccll'\  cafe  lately  befr-re 
'  voui  lordlhtp.'  '  You  conceive,  fays  Jeff  tries,  you  conceive  amif*  ; 
4  it  is  no;.'  *  My  lord,  fays  Mr.  Atlv.ood,  that  I  may  ufe  the  belt 
'  authority,  permit'  mc  to  upcai  your  lotdik-p's  own  words  in  tl?.a 

•  cafo.* 
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to  he  forced  to  keep  his  chamber.  Even  then  he  ceafed 
not  to  do  good,  lb  tar  as  it  was  in  his  power ;  and  as  he 
fpent  his  life  in  taking  pains,  1b  to  the  laft  moment  of  it 
he  directed  his  Chriltian  brethren  by  the  light  of  a  good 
example.  He  departed  this  life  December  8,  169  r.  A 
few  days  after  his  corpfe  was  interred  in  Chrift-Churcb% 
being  attended  to  the  grave  by  a  large  company  of  all 
ranks  and  qualities,  efpeciaiJy  minifters,  and  amongft 

them 

4  <afe.*  *  No,  you  mail  not,  fays  he.  Yon  need  not  fpenk,  for  you  are 

*  an  author  already*  though  \ou  fpeak  and  write  impertinently.'  Savs 
Attic  01  J,  *  I  cannot  help  that,  my  lord,  if  my  talent  he  no  better;  but 

*  it  is  my  duty  to  do  my  belt  for  my  client.'  Jefferics  thereupon 
went  on,  inveighing  againlt  what  Att-ivood  luul  publiftied  :  And  Alt' 
nvced  juliified  it  to  be  in  d.ftnce  of  the  Engltjh  constitution,  declaring 
thnt  he  never  difowned  any  thing  that  he  had  written.  Jejfieries  fcveral 
times  ordered  him  to  fit  down,  but  he  lt  d  I  went  on.  '  My  lord,  fays  he, 

*  i  have  matter  of  law  10  offe  r  fur  my  client and  he  proceeded  to  cite  fc- 
v.ral  cafes,  wherein  it  had  been  adjudged,  that  words  ought  to  be  taken 
m  the  milder  fenfe,  and  not  fo  be  ilraint-d  by  innuendo*.  '  Well,  fay* 
'  yrff  itSi  when  he  ha'd  done,  you  have  had  your  fay.'  Mr.  William* 
and  Mr.  Yb'tpps  faid  nothing,  for  they  faw  it  was  to  no  purpote.  At 
length  fays  Mr.  Baxter  hirufclf,  "  My  loid,  I  think  I  can  clearly  an - 
•«  fwer  all  that  is  laid  to  my  charge,  and  I  fliall  do  it  briefly.  The 
44  fum  i*  contained  in  thefe  few  papers,  to  which  I  (hall  add  a  little  by 
"  tcftimony  :**  But  he  would  not  hear  a  word.  At  length  the  chief 
fuftice  fummcd  up  the  matter  in  a  long  and  fulfome  harangue.   *  *Tis 

*  rotorioully  known  (lays  he)  there  bus  been  a  dclign  to  rnin  the 

•  king  and  the  nation.    The  old  game  has  been  renewed,  and  this  has 

•  been  the  main  incendiary.    He  is  as  modelt  now  as  can  be  j  but  time 

•  was,  when  no  man  was  fo  ready  to  bind  your  kings  in  chains, 
4  and  your  nobles  in  fetters  of  bun;  and  to  your  tents,  O  Ij'rael. 
4  Gentlemen,  for  GOD's  fak^,  don't  let  us  be  gulled  twice  in  an  age, 
4  And  when  he  concluded,  he  told  the  jury,  1  that  if  they  iu 

•  their  confcicnces  believed  he  meant  the  bilhops  and  clergy  of  the 
4  church  of  England,  in  the  palfa^es  which  the  information  referred  to, 
'  they  mult  find  him  guilty*  and  he  could  mean  no  men  elfc  ;  if  not, 

•  they  mult  find  him  not  guilty.*  When  he  had  done,  fays  Mr.  Baxter  la 
him,  *'  Does  your  lordfliip  think  any  jury  will  pretend  to  pafs  a  verdift 
*«  upon  me,  upon  fuch  a  trial  ?**  *  1*11  warrant  you,  Mr.  Baxter  t  fays  he, 
'  don't  you  trouble  yourfelf  about  th:»t.'  The  jury  immediately  laid 
their  heads  together  at  the  bar,  and  found  him  guilty.  As  he  was 
going  fiom  the  bar,  Mr.  Baxter  told  my  lord  chief  juftice,  who  had 
(d  loaded  him  with  reproaches,  and  yet  continued  them,  that  "  a 
44  predeceflbr  of  his  had  had  other  thoughts  of  him  :**  Upon  which  he 
replied,  *  That  theic  was  not  an  honell  man  in  England  but  what  took 

*  him  for  a  great  knave.*  lie  had  fubpeenad  feveral  clergymen,  who 
appeared  in  court,  but  were  of  no  ufe  to  him,  through  the  violence 
of  the  chief  jultice.  The  trial  being  over,  Sir  Henry  AJburjl  led  Mr. 
Baxter  through  the  crowd  (I  mention  it  to  his  honor),  and  conveyed 
him  away  in  his  coach.  On  June  the  19th  following  he  had  judgement 
given  again  ft  him.  He  was  fined  five  hundred  marks,  to  lie  in  pi  i  Ion 
till  he  paid  it,  and  be  bound  to  his  good  behavior  for  feven  years.  6'4- 
lamjt  Abridgement,  Vol.  I.  p.  368—  37s. 
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them  not  a  few  of  the  eftablimed  church,  who  very  pru- 
dently paid  this  laft  tribute  of  refpedV.  to  the  memory  of 
a  great  and  good  man,    whofe  labors   deferved  much 
from  true  Chriitians  of  all  denominations.    He  was  a 
man,  to  fpeak  impartially  from  the  confideration  of  his- 
writings,  who  had  as  ftrong  a  head,  and  as  found  a  heart, 
as  any  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived.    He  was  too  con- 
fcientious  to  comply  from  temporal  motives,  and  his 
charity  was  too  extenfive  to  think  of  recommending  him- 
felf  to  popular  applaule  by  a  rigid  behavior.    Thefe  fen- 
trments  produced  fuch  a  practice  as  inclined  fome  to  be- 
lieve he  had  a  religion  of  his  own,  which  was  the  reafori 
that  when  Sir  John  Gayer  bequeathed  a  legacy  by  will  to 
men  of  moderate  notions,  he  could  think  of  no  better  ex- 
preffion  than  this,  that  they  mould  be  of  Mr.  Baxter  $ 
religion*.    We  need  not  wonder  that  a  perfon  fo  little 
addidfed  to  any  party  fliould  experience  the  bitternefs  of 
all ;  and  in  truth,  no  man  was  ever  more  feverely  treated 
in  this  refpecl  than  Mr.  Baxter,  aga'mft  whom  more  books 
were  written,  than  againft  any  man  in  the  age  in  which 
he  lived.    His  friends,  however,  were  fuch  as  the  bare 
repetition  of  their  names  might  well  pafs  for  a  panegyric, 
fince  it  is  impoflible  they  could  have  lived  in  terms  of 
ftridl  intimacy  with  any  other  than  a  wife  and  upright 
manf.  But  the  beft  teftimony  of  Mr.  Baxters  worth  may  / 

be 

*  Sir  John  Gayer  did  by  his  laft  will  and  tefhment  bequeath  a 
confiderable  fum  of  money  to  perfon s  lately  entered  into  the  mini ftry, 
and  young  ftudents  for  the  miniftry,  with  this  reltri&ion,  that  they 
mould  be  fuch  as  were  neither  for  domination  nor  unneceflary  reparation, 
but  of  Mr.  Baxter**  piinciplcs.  His  lady,  being  of  the  eftablimed 
church,  inclined  to  pay  the  legacy  to  fuch  as  were  within  Sir  John's 
defcription  of  her  own  community.  Upon  this  a  chancery  fuit  was 
Commenced,  whei-ein  it  was  proved,  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  court, 
that  Mr.  Baxter  was  a  nonconforming  j  whereupon  a  decree  went  in 
favor  of  the  plaintiffs.  This  was  certainly  a  vci  y  fingular  cafe,  and 
much  for  the  honor  of  Mr.  Baxter ,  fince  it  plainly  appears  that  Sir 
John  Gayer  thought  him  a  man  of  diftinguiftied  piety  and  uncommon 
moderation  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  neither  church  nor  diflenters 
could  he  prevailed  on  to  pait  with  their  right  in  him,  but  actually 
tried  it  in  a  court  of  equity. 

f  We  have  already  mentioned  many  of  his  court  friends,  to  whom 
wc  ought  to  add  the  famous  duke  of  Lauderdale,  the  earl  of  Bale  arras, 
a  Scotch  nobleman  of  the  name  of  Lejley,  and  at  the  head  of  the  pref- 
byterian  intereft  in  that  kingdom.  The  great  chief  juftice  Hale,  who 
honored  him  with  an  intimate  friendlhip,  gave  a  high  encomium  of 
his  piety  and  learning  to  all  the  judges,  when  he  was  in  prifon  on  the 
Oxford  aft,  left  him  a  legacy  in  his  will,  and  fcveral  large  books  in  his 
own  hand-writing,  on  the  matter  of  their  conventions ;  alderman. 
AJburft%  Sir  John  Maynard,  Sir  James  bat%hamt  Sir  Edward Harley,  &e. 
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be  drawn  from  his  own  writings,  of  which  he  left  behind 
him  a  very  large  number;.  Many  indeed  have  cenfure-d 
them,  though  it  is  certain,  that  fome  of  his  books  met 
with  as  general  a  reception  as  any  that  ever  were  printed  ; 
and  the  judicious  Dr.  Barrow,  whofe  opinion  all  com*- 
latent  judges  will  admit,  gave  this  judgement  upon  them, 

*  his  practical  writings  were  never  mended,  his  contro- 

*  verfial  feldom  confuted.* 

Thus  far  we  are  indebted  to  the  authors  of  the  Biv- 
grapbia  Britannica,  for  what  they  have  laborioufly  digefted 
both  from  his  own  life  written  by  Mr.  Baxter  him  felt,  and 
from  the  abridgement  of  it,  or  additions  to  it,  compofc-d 
by  others.  His  own  life,  publifhed  from  his  manuscripts 
hy  Mr.  Matthew  Sylvefter,  is  not  only  a  very  neceflar* 
book  to  thofe  who  would  know  Mr.  Baxter,  but  to  all 
who  would  ftudy  and  underftand  the  hiltory  of  the  times 
in  which  Mr.  Baxter  lived.  It  feems  the  moft  abftra&ed 
from  part yheat  of  any  book  of  the  kind,  that  ever  was 
written ;  which  feems  the  more  extraordinary,  at  feur 
men  have  fuffered  greater  inconveniences  by  party. 

It 

He  was  likewife  honored  with  the  correfpondence  of  many  Foreign  di- 
vines, fuch  as  Mr.  Brunfenius,  chaplain  to  the  elector  of  Bramirnbourg  j 
Dr.  Spencer,  chaplain  to  the  elector  of  Saxony ;  the  celebrated  Monlieur 
Amy  raid,  and  m:iny  others :  Among  whom  we  ought  not  to  forget  Dr. 
John  Tilhtfon,  then  dean  of  St.  Paul's,  and  afterwards  archbifliop  of 
Canterbury. 

*  Dr.  Bates  tells  us,  that  his  books,  which  for  number  and  variety  of 
matter  were  fuflRcient  to  make  a  library,  contain  a  trcafiire  of  controver- 
fial,  cafuiftical,  pofitive,  and  practical  divinity.  Bifhop  Wilkin  s  affirms, 
that  he  has  cultivated  every  fubjeft  he  has  handled.  Dr.  Simon  Patrick, 
bifliop  of  Ely,  commends  him  as  a  ufeful  and  pious  writer.  But  the 
rev.  Mr.  Long  of  Exeter,  whom  we  have  quoted  more  than  once,  fays, 
that  it  would  be  well  for  the  world  if  they  were  all  burned*  Accord- 
ing  to  his  computation,  they  were  in  number  fourfcore :  Dr.  Calamy 
favs  be  wrote  above  one  hundred  and  twenty.  Neither  of  thefe  com- 
putations are  exact.  The  author  of  this  note  hath  fcen  a  hundred  and 
forty-five  diftinct  treatifc*  of  Mr.  Baxter's,  whereof  four  were  folio**, 
feventy-three  quarto's,  forty-nine  o3a<vo's,  and  nineteen  in  twelves  and 
twenty-four's,  befides  finglc  meets,  feparate  fennons,  and  at  lead  five 
and  twenty  preface*  before  other  men's  writings.  The  firft  book  he 
publiftied  was  his  Aphorifms  of  Juftiflcation,  and  the  Covenants,  printed 
in  1649,  and  the  lait  in  his  life- time,  The  Certainty  of  the  World  of 
Spirits,  printed  in  1691,  fo  that  he  was  an  Author  two  and  fifty  years. 
Amongft  his  moft  famous  pieces  were  his  Saints  Everlafting  Reft  ;  his 
Call  to  the  Unconverted,  of  which  twenty  thoufand  were  fold  in  one 
year;  it  was  tranflated  into  all  the  European  languages,  and  into  the 
Indian  tongue ;  His  Reformed  Liturgy,  his  Catholic  Theology,  his 
Poor  Man's  Family  Book,  his  Dying  Thoughts,  and  his  Paraphrafe  on 
the  New  Tc (lament.  His  practical  works  have  been  printed  altogether, 
ia  four  volumes  in  folio. 
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It  would,  however,  not  he  doing  juftice  to  the  memory 
of  Mr.  Baxter,  were  we  to  pals  over  the  account,  which 
his  excellent  friend  Dr.  Bates  has  given  us  of  him.  Nor 
would  it  be  juftice  to  our  pious  Readers;  for  there  is  a  vein 
of  grace,  running  through  the  detail  of  the  eloquent  au- 
thor, which  tends  not  only  to  inform  the  mind,  hut  to 
warm  and  animate  the  heart  by  Mr.  Baxter  s  example. 

Speaking  of  his  rcfidence  at  Kuld<rminjler,  Dr.  Bates 
proceeds  to  fay,  '  that  thure  Mr.  Baxter's  miniitry,  by 
the  divine  influence,  was  of  admirable  efficacy.  The 
harveit,  anfwered  the  feed  that  was  fowed.  Before  his 
coming,  the  place  was  like  a  piece  of  dry  and  barren 
earth,  only  ignorance  and  proiancnefs,  as  natives  of  the 
foil,  were  rile  among  them  ;  but  by  the  blefling  of  heaven 
upon  his  labor  and  cultivating,  the  face  ot  paradife  ap- 
peared there  in  all  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs.  Many 
were  tranflated  from  the  ftate  of  polluted  nature,  to  the 
flate  of  grace ;  and  many  were  advanced  to  higher  degrees 
of  holinefs.  The  bad  were  changed  to  good,  and  the 
good  to  better.  Converfion  is  the  excellent  work  of 
divine  grace.  The  efficacy  of  the  means  is  from  the 
fupreme  mover.  But  (iOI)  ufually  makes  thofe  minif- 
ters  fuccefstul  in  that  hlefled  work-,  whole  principal 
defign  and  delight  is,  to  glorify  him  in  the  laving  of  fouls. 
This  was  the  reigning  affection  of  his  heart,  and  he  was 
extraordinarily  qualified  to  obtain  his  end. 

His  prayers  were  an  etFufion  of  the  moll  melting  ex- 
preflions,  and  his  intimate  ardent  afFccTions  to  GOD: 
From  the  abundance  of  the  heart  bis  lips  [pake.  His  foul 
took  wing  for  heaven,  and  wrapped  up  the  fouls  of  others 
with  him.  Never  did  I  fee  or  hear  a  holy  miniiler  ad- 
drefs  himfelf  to  GOD  with  more  reverence  and  humility; 
with  more  refpedt,  to  his  glorious  greatnefs ;  never  with 
more  zeal  and  fervency,  correfpondent  to  the  infinite 
moment  of  his  requefls ;  nor  with  more  filial  affiance  ill 
the  divine  mercy. 

In  his  fermons  there  was  a  rare  union  of  arguments 
and  motives  to  convince  the  mind,  and  gain  the  heart : 
All  the  fountains  of  reafon  and  perfuafion  were  open  to 
his  difcerning  eye.  There  was  no  refilling  the  force  of 
his  difcourfes,  without  denying  reafon  and  divine  revela- 
tion. He  had  a  marvellous  felicity  and  copioufnefs  in 
fpeaking.  There  was  a  noble  negligence  in  his  flyle  : 
For  his  great  mind  could  not  ftoop  Co  the  affected  eloquence 
of  words.  He  defpifed  flaftiy  oratory  :  But  his  expreflions 
were  clear  and  powerful,  fo  convincing  the  undemand- 
ing, 
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fng,  {b  entering  into  the  foul,  fo  engaging  the  affections, 
that  thofe  were  as  deaf  as  adders,  who  were  not  charmed  by 
fo  wife  a  Charmer,  He  was  animated  with  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit, and  breathed  celeftial  fire,  to  infpire  heart  and  life 
into  dead  finners,  and  to  melt  the  obdurate  in  their  frozen 
tombs.  Methinks  I  ftill  hear  him  fpeak  thofe  powerful 
words :  "  A  wretch  that  is  condemned  to  die  to-morrow, 
44  cannot  forget  it:  And  yet,  poor  finners,  that  continu- 
4<  ally  are  uncertain  to  live  an  hour,  and  certain  fpeedily 
"  to  fee  the  majefty  of  the  Lord,  to  their  unconceivable 
"  joy  or  terror,  as  fure  as  they  now  live  upon  earth  ;  can 
**  forget  thefe  things  for  which  they  have  their  memory; 
"  and  which,  one  would  think,  mould  drown  the  mat- 
<c  ters  of  this  world,  as  the  report  of  a  cannon  does  a 
"  whifper,  or  as  the  fun  obfcures  the  pooreft  glow-worm. 
"  O  wonderful  ftupidity  of  an  unregenerate  foul !  O  won- 
"  derful  folly  and  diftractednefs  of  the  ungodly!  That 
*'  ever  men  can  forget,  I  fay  again,  that  they  can  forget, 
"  eternal  joy,  eternal  woe,  and  the  eternal  GOD,  and  the 
"  place  of  their  eternal  unchangeable  abode,  when  they 
<c  ftand  even  at  the  door,  and  there  is  but  the  thin  veil 
u  of  flefh  between  them  and  that  amazing  fight,  that 
li  eternal  gulph,  and  they  are  daily  dying  and  ftepping  in.'* 
Serm.  before  the  H.  Commons,  1660,  V.  iv.  p.  729. 

Befules,  his  wonderful  diligence,  in  catechizing  the 
particular  families  under  his  charge,  was  exceeding  ufe- 
ful  to  plant  religion  in  them.  Pevfonal  inftrudtion  and 
replication  of  divine  truths,  have  an  excellent  advantage 
and  efficacy  to  infinuate,  and  infufe  religion  into  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  men,  and,  by  the  converfion  of 
parents  and  mailers,  to  reform  whole  families  that  are 
under  their  immediate  direction  and  government.  While 
he  was  at  Kiddcrminfler>  he  wrote  and  publiflied  that 
accompli  fhed  model  of  an  evangelical  minifter,  fly  led 
"  Gildas  Sahianus,  or  the  Reformed  Paftor:"  Jn  that 
>>ook,  he  clears  beyond  all  cavil,  that  the  duty  of  minifters 
is  not  confined  to  their  ftudy  and  the  pulpit,  but  that 
they  fhould  make  ufe  of  opportunities  to  inflrucl  fami- 
lies' within  their  care,  as  it  is  faid  by  the  apoftle,  that 
he  bad  kept  back  nothing  from  his  hearers  that  was  profitable, 
but  had  taught  tbtm  publicly ,  and  from  houfe  to  hou/e.  Acls 
xx.  20,  21.  The  idea  of  a  faithful  miniiler,  delineated 
in  that  book,  was  a  copy  taken  from  the  life,  from  his 
own  -zealous  example.  His  unwearied  induftry  to  do 
good  to  his  flock,  was  anfwered  by  correfpondent  love 
and  thankfulnefs.  He  was  an  angel  in  their  efteem.  He 
would  often  fpeak  with  great  complacence  of  their  dear  af- 
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fections  :  And  a  little  before  his  death,  faid,  "  He  believed 
44  they  were  more  expreflive  of  kindnels  to  him,  than  the 
"  chriftian  converts  were  to  the  apoitle  Paul,  by  what 
44  appears  in  his  writings." 

While  he  remained  at  Kidderminfler,  his  illuftrious 
worth  was  not  fhaded  in  a  comer*  but  difpcrfed  its 
beams  and  influence  round  the  country.  By  his  counfel 
and  excitation,  the  minifters  in  IVorccJhrJh'ire^  epifcopal, 
prefbyterian,  and  congregational,  were  united,  that,  by 
their  itudies,  labors,  and  advice,  the  doctrine  and  prac- 
tice of  religion,  the  truth  and  holinefs  of  the  gofpel, 
might  be  preferved  in  all  the  churches  committed  to 
their  charge.  This  aflbciation  was  of  excellent  ufe,  the 
ends  of  church  government  were  obtained  by  it,  and 
it  was  a  leading  example  to  the  minifters  of  other  counties. 
Mr.  Baxter  was  not  above  his  brethren-minifters,  1>y  a 
fuperior  title,  or  any  fecular  advantage,  but  by  his  di- 
vine endowments  and  feparate  excellencies,  his  extraor- 
dinary vviidom,  zeal  and  fidelity  :  He  was  the  foul  of 
that  happy  fociety. 

He  continued  among  his  beloved  people,  till  the  year' 
1660,  when  he  came  to  London.  A  while  after  the  king's 
reitoration,  there  were  many  endeavors  ufed  in  order 
to  an  agreement  between  the  epifcopal  and  prefbyterian 
minifters.  For  this  end  feveral  of  the  bifhops  ele6t.,  and 
of  the  miuifters,  were  called  to  attend  the  king  at  Wot' 
ccfier-Houfc :  There  was  read  to  them  a  declaration  drawn 
up  with  great  wifdom  and  moderation,  by  the  lord 
chancellor  the  earl  of  Clarendon.  I  (hall  only  obferve, 
that  in  reading  the  feveral  parts  of  the  declaration,  Dr. 
Aforley  was  the  principal  manager  of  the  conference 
among  the  bilhops,  and  Mr.  Baxter  among  the  minifters  : 
And  one  particular  I  cannot  forget ;  it  was  deftred  by  the 
miniflers,  that  the  bifhops  mould  exercife  their  church 
power  with  the  counfel  and  confent  of  prefbyters.  This 
limiting  of  authority  was  fo  difpleafing,  that  Dr.  Cofins, 
then  elecl:  of  Durham^  faid,  If  your  majefly  grant  this 
you  will  unbifhop  your  bifhops.  Dr.  Reynolds  upon  this 
produced  the  book  entitled,  *  The  Portraiture  of  his  fa- 

*  cred  Majefty  in  his  Solitude  and  Sufferings,'  and  read 
the  following  paffage  :   *  Not  that  I  am  agztinft  the 

*  managing  of  this  prefidency  and  authority  ot  one  man 
4  by  the  joint  counfel  and  confent  of  many  prefbyters  : 

*  I  have  offered  to  reftore  that,  as  a  fit  means  to  avoid 

*  thofe  errors,  corruptions  and  partialities,  which  are 
4  incident  to  any  one  man  :   Alfo  to  avoid  tyranny, 

*  which  becomes  no  chriffians,  leaflof  all  churchmen. 

4  JJefides, 
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c  Befides,  it  will  be  a  means  to  take  away  that  burden  and 
4  odium  of  affairs,  which  may  lie  too  heavy  on  one  man's 

*  moulders,  as  indeed  I  think  it  did  formerly  on  the 

*  bifhops  here.'  The  good  doctor  thought,  that  the 
judgement  of  the  king's  afflicted  and  enquiring  father, 
would  have  been  of  great  moment  to  incline  him  to  that 
temperament :  But  the  king  prelently  replied,  *  All  that  is 

*  in  that  book  is  not  gofpel.'  My  lord  chancellor  prudently 
moderated  in  that  matter,  that  the  bifhops,  in  weighty 
caufes,  fhould  have  the  afTiltance  of  the  prefbyters. 

Mr.  Baxter  confidering  the  ftate  of  our  affairs  in  that 
time,  was  well  pleafed  with  that  declaration.  He  was  of 
Calvin  s  mind,  who  judicioufly  obferves,  upon  our  Savi- 
our's words,  That  the  Son  of  man  Jhall  fend  forth  his  angelsy 
and  they  fhall  gather  out  of  his  kingdom  all  things  that  offend : 
0%ui  ad  extirpandum  quicquid  difplicet  prapoflere  fejiinanty 
antevertant  Chrifti  judicium,  et  ereptum  angelis  officium  fibi 
timer  e  ufurpant*.  Befides,  that  declaration  granted  (uch 
a  freedom  to  confeientious  minifters,  that  were  unfa- 
tisfied  as  to  the  old  conformity,  that  if  it  had  been  ob- 
ferved,  it  had  prevented  the  doleful  diviiion  that  fucceeded 
afterward.  But  when  there  was  a  motion  made  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  that  the  declaration  might  pafs  into 
an  act,  it  was  oppofed  by  one  of  the  fecretaries  of 
ftate,  which  was  a  iufficient  indication  of  the  king's 
averfenefs  to  it. 

After  the  declaration,  there  were  many  conferences  at 
the  Savoy  between  the  bifhops  and  fome  doctors  of  their 
party,  with  Mr.  Baxter  and  fome  other  minifters  for  an 
agreement,  wherein  his  zeal  for  peace  was  moft  confpi- 
cuous ;  but  all  was  in  vain.  Of  the  particulars  that 
were  debated,  he  has  given  an  account  in  print. 

Mr.  Baxter  after  his  coming  to  London  y  during  the 
time  of  liberty,  did  not  neglect  that  which  was  the  prin- 
cipal exercife  of  his  life,  the  preaching  the  gofpel,  being 
always  fenfible  of  his  duty  of  faving  fouls.  He  preached 
at  St.  Dun/ians  on  the  Lord's  days  in  the  afternoon.  I 
remember  one  inftance  of  his  firm  faith  in  the  divine 
providence,  and  his  fortitude  when  he  was  engaged  in  his 
miniflry  there.  The  church  was  old,  and  the  people 
were  apprehenfive  of  fome  danger  in  meeting  in  it : 
And  while  Mr.  Baxter  was  preaching,  fomething  in  the 
fteeple  fell  jdown,  and  the  noife  ftruck  fuch  a  terrot 

D  2  into 

•  They  that  make  too  much  halte  to  redrefs  at  once  all  things 
that  are  amifs,  anticipate  the  judgement  of  Cbrifi,  and  rafhly  ufurp  the 
effice  of  the  angels. 
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into  the  pecple,  that  they  prefently,  in  a  wiW  diforder,  rati 
out  of  the  churchy  their  eagernefs  to  hade  away,  put 
■  all  into  a  tumult :  Mr.  Baxter,  without  vifible  diftur- 
bance,  fat  down  in  the  pulpit :  After  the  hurry  was  over, 
lie  refumed  his  difcourfe,  and  faid  to  compofe  their 
minds,  "  We  are  in  the  fervice  of  GOD  to  prepare  our- 
<4  felves,  that  we  may  be  fearlefs  at  the  great  noife  of 
"  the  dhTolving  world,  when  the  heavens  Jhall  pafs  away, 
"  and  the  elements  melt  with  fervent  heal ;  the  earth  alfoy 
"  and  the  works  that  are  therein,  jhall  be  burnt  up?  2  Pet. 
iii.  IO,  ii,  12,  13,  14. 

After  St.  Dunjiaris  church  was  pulled  down  in  order 
to  its  rebuilding,  he  removed  to  Black- Friars,  and  conti- 
nued his  preaching  there  to  a  vaft  concourfe  of  hearers, 
till  the  memorable  Bartholomew. 

In  the  year  1661,  a  parliament  was  called,  wherein 
was  pa/1  the  ad  of  uniformity,  that  expelled  from  their 
public  places  about  two  thoufand  minifters.  I  will  only 
take  notice  concerning  the  caufes  of  that  proceeding, 
that  the  old  clergy  from  wrath  and  revenge,  and  the 
young  gentry  from  their  fervile  compliance  with  the 
court,  and  their  diftaile  of  ferious  religion,  were  very 
a&ive  to  carry  on  and  complete  that  act.  That  this  is 
no  ram  imputation  upon  the  ruling  clergy  then  is  evi- 
dent, not  only  from  their  concurrence  in  palling  that 
law,  for  aclions  have  a  language  as  convincing  as  that 
of  words,  but  from  Dr.  Sheldon  then  bifliop  ot  London, 
their  great  Iciuler  ;  who  when  the  lord  chamberlain  Man- 
chefter  told  the  king,  while  the  act  of  uniformity  was 
under  debate,  *  That  he  was  afraid  the  terms  of  it  were 

*  i'o  rigid,  that  many  of  the  minifters  would  not  comply 

*  with  it he  replied,  '  1  am  afraid  they  will.'  This 
aft  was  palTed,  after  the  king  had  engaged  his  frith  and 
honor,  in  his  declaration  from  Breda,  to  preferve  the  li- 
berty of  confeience  inviolate,  which  promife  opened  the 
way  for  his  reftoration  :  and  after  the  royalifts  here  had 
given  public  afTurance,  that  all  former  animofities  mould 
be  buried,  as  rubbilli  under  the  foundation  of  an  uni- 
verlal  concord.  Mr.  Baxter,  who  was  involved  with 
fo  many  minifters  in  this  calamity,  and  was  their  brighter! 
ornament,  and  the  belt  defence  of  their  righteous,  though 
opprelTed  caufe ;  made  two  observations  upon  that  a&  and 
our  ejection : 

The  one  was,  that  the  miniAers  were  turned  and  kept 
out  from  the  public  exercife  of  their  office  in  that  timo 
of  their  lives  that  was  moft  fit  to  be  dedicated  and  em- 
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ployed  for  the  fervice  and  glory  of  GOD,  that  is  between 
thirty  and  fixty  years,  when  their  intellectual  and  in- 
ftrumental  faculties  were  in  their  vigor.  The  other  was, 
in  a  letter  to  me  after  the  death  of  feveral  bifhops,  who 
*were  concurrent  in  patting  that  a&,  and  expretled  no 
forrow  for  it :  His  words  were,  *'  For  ought  I  fee,  the 
"  bifhops  will  own  the  turning  of  us  out,  at  the  tribunal 
4<  of  Chr'tft,  and  thither  we  appeal." 

After  the  aft  of  uniformity  had  taken  its  effect,  in 
the  ejection  of  fo  many  miniflers,  there  was  fometiines 
a  connivance  at  the  private  exercife  of  their  miniltry, 
fometimes  public  indulgence  granted,  and  often  a  fevere 
profecution  of  them,  as  the  popiih  and  politic  intereft 
of  the  court  varied.  When  there  was  liberty,  Mr.  Bax- 
ter applied  himfelf  to  his  delightful  work,  to  the  great 
advantage  of  thofe  who  enjoyed  his  ministry.  But  the 
xhurch  party  oppofed  vehemently  the  liberty  that  was 
granted.  Indeed  fuch  was  their  nercenefs,  that  if  thedif- 
fenting  minifters  had  been  as  wife  as  ferpents,  and  as 
innocent  as  doves,  they  could  not  efcape  their  cenfures. 
The  pulpit  reprefented  them  as  feditioufly  difarfe&ed 
to  the  ftate,  as  obftinate  fchifmatics;  and  often  the  name 
of  GOD  was  not  only  taken  in  vain,  but  in  violence,  to 
authorize  their  hard  fpeeches,  and  harder  actions,  again  it 
them.  Some  drops  of  that  ftorm  fell  upon  Mr.  Baxter, 
who  calmly  fubmitted  to  their  injurious  dealings.  I  fhall 
fpeak  of  that  afterward. 

In  the  interval,  between  his  deprivation  and  his  death, 
he  wrote  and  publifhed  mod  of  his  books,  of  which  I 
will  give  fome  account. 

His  books,  for  their  number  and  variety  of  matter  in 
them,  make  a  library.  They  contain  a  treafure  of  con- 
troverfial,  cafuiftica),  pofitive  and  practical  divinity.  Of 
them  I  mall  relate  the  words  of  one,  whofe  exa<5t  judge- 
ment, joined  with  his  moderation,  will  give  a  great 
value  to  his  teftimony  ;  they  are  of  the  very  reverend 
Dr.  PV'ilk'ins,  afterward  bifhop  of  Chejier  :  He  faid,  *  That 

*  Mr.  Baxter  had  cultivated  every  fubjeft  he  handled  ;  and 
4  if  he  had  lived  in  the  primitive  times  he  had  been  one  of 
<  the  fathers  of  the  church.'  I  fhall  add  what  he  faid 
with  admiration  of  him  at  another  time,  *  That  it  was 

.  '  enough  for  one  age  to  produce  fuch  a  perfon  as  Mr. 

*  Baxter.  Indeed  he  had  fuch  an  amplitude  in  his 
thoughts,  fuch  vivacity  of  imagination,  and  folidity 
and  depth  of  judgement,  as  rarely  meet  together.  His 
fnauiring  minil  was  freed  from  the  fervile  dejection  and 
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bondage  of  an  implicit  faith.  He  adhered  to  the  fcrin- 
.  tures,  as  the  perfect  rule  of  faith,  and  fearched  whether 
the  doctrines,  received  and  taught,  were  confonant  to  it. 
This  is  the  duty  of  every  chriftian,  according  to  his 
capacity,  efpeciafly  minifters,  and  the  neceflary  means  to 
open  the  mind  for  divine  knowledge,  and  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  truth.  He  publifhed  feveral  books 
againft  the  papifts,  with  that  clearnefs  and  flrength,  as 
will  confound,  if  not  convince  them.  Hefaid,  "  He 
*<  only  dcfired  armies  and  antiquity  againfl  the  papifls 
Armies,  becaufe  of  their  bloody  religion  fo  often  exem- 
plified in  England,  Ireland,  France,  and  other  countries. 
However  they  may  appear  on  the  ftage,  they  are  always 
the  fame  perfons  in  the  tyring-room  :  Their  religion  binds 
them  to  extirpate  heretics,  and  often  over-rules  the 
milder  inclinations  of  their  nature  :  Antiquity,  becaufe 
they  are  inveigled  with  a  fond  pretence  to  it,  as  if  it 
were  favorable  to  their  caufe.  But  it  has  been  demon- 
ftrated  by  many  learned  protectants,  that  the  argument 
of  antiquity  is  directly  againft  the  principal  doctrines 
of  popery,  as  that  of  the  fupremacy,  of  tranfubftantiation, 
of  itnage-worfhip,  and  others. 

He  has  wrote  feveral  excellent  books  againft  the  impu- 
dent atheifm  of  this  loofe  age.  In  them  he  eftablifhes 
the  fundamental  principle,  upon  which  the  whole  fabric 
of  chriftianity  is  built ;  that  after  this  fhort  uncertain 
life,  there  is  a  future  ftate  of  happinefs  or  mifery  equally 
eternal,  and  that  death  is  the  Jaft  irrevocable  ftep  into 
that  unchangeable  ftate.  F  rom  hence  it  follows,  by 
infallible  confequence,  that  the  reafonable  creature 
lhould  prefer  the  intcreft  of  the  foul  before  that  of  the 
body,  and  fecure  eternal  life.  This  being  laid,  he 
proved  the  chriftian  religion  to  be  the  only  way  of  fallen 
man's  being  reftored  to  the  favor  of  GOD,  and  ob- 
taining a  blefTed  imraortalitv.  This  great  argumeut  he 
manages  with  that  clearnefs  and  ftrength,  that  none  can 
refufe  aflent  unto  it,  without  denying  the  infallible  prin- 
ciples of  faith,  and  the  evident  principles  of  nature. 

He  alfo  publilhed  fome  warm  difcourfes,  to  apologize 
for  the  preaching  of  diflenting  minifters,  and  to  excite 
them  to  do  their  duty.  He  did  not  think  that  the  act  of 
uniformity  could  difoblige  them  from  the  exercife  of  their 
office.  It  is  true,  magistrates  are  titular  gods,  by  their 
deputation  and  vicegerencv,  but  fubordinate  and  accounta- 
ble to  GOD  above.  Their  laws  have  no  binding  force 
\ipon  the  conference,  but  from  his  command  ;  and  if  con- 
trary to  his  laws,  are  to  be  difobeyed.    The  minifters 
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confecrated  to  the  fervice  of  GOD,  are  under  a  moral 
perpetual  obligation  of  preaching  the  faving  truths  of  the 
gofpel,  as  they  have  opportunity.  There  needs  no  mi- 
raculous teftimony  of  their  commiflion  from  heaven,  to 
authorize  the  doing  their  ordinary  duty. 

Infome  points  of  modern  controverfy,  he  judicioufly 
chofe  the  middle  way,  and  advifed  young  divines  to  fol- 
low it.  His  reverence  of  the  divine  purity,  made  him 
very  (hy  and  jealous  of  any  doctrine  that  feemed  to  re- 
flect a  blemifli  and  ftain  upon  it.  He  was  a  clear  aflerter 
of  the  fovereign  freenefs,  and  infallible  efficacy  of  divine 
grace,  in  the  converfion  of  fouls.  In  a  fermon  reciting 
the  words  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  /  will  put  my  fear 
into  their  hearts,  and  they  Jhall  not  depart  from  me ;  Jer. 
jexxii.  40.  he  oblerves  the  tenor  of  it  was,  *'  I  will,  and 
"  you  fhall."  Divine  grace  makes  the  rebellious  will  obe- 
dient, but  does  not  make  the  will  to  be  no  will*.  By  the 
illumination  of  the  mind,  the  will  is  inclined  to  obedience, 
according  to  the  words  of  our  Saviour,  All  that  have  heard, 
and  learned  of  the  Father,  come  unto  me.  He  preached,  that 
the  death  of  Chrifl  was  certainly  effectual  for  all  the 
elect,  to  make  them  partakers  of  grace  and  glory ;  and 
that  it  was  fo  far  beneficial  to  all  men,  that  they  are  not 
left  in  the  fame  defperate  ftate  with  the  fallen  angels, 
but  are  made  capable  of  falvation  by  the  grace  of  the 
^gofpel :  Not  capable  as  efficients  to  convert  themfelves, 
but  as  fubjefis  to  receive  faving  grace.  He  did  fo  honor 
the  fincerity  of  GOD,  as  entirely  to  believe  his  will 
declared  in  his  word  :  He  would  not  interpret  the  pro- 
miles  of  the  gofpel  in  a  lefs  gracious  fenfe,  than  GOD 
intended  them:  Therefore  if  men  finally  pcrifli,  it  is  not 
for  want  of  mercy  in  GOD,  nor  merits  in  Chrifi,  but 
for  wilful  refufing  falvation. 

His  books  of  practical  divinity  have  been  effectual  for 
more  numerous  converfions  of  finners  to  GOD,  than 
any  printed  in  our  time:  And  while  the  church  remains 

D  4  on 

•  If  a  meaner  pen  may  be  allowed  to  attempt  an  eclairciflement  $ 
this  profound  fubjcil  may  be  dated  thus.— Divine  grace  gives  freedom 
to  the  will,  by  taking  oft*  the  weighty  piejudices  and  oppreflions  of 
firu,  which  bore  it  down  or  carried  it  away  from  its  own  original  liberty 
and  happinefs.  When  thefe  fetters  were  removed,  the  illumination  at 
gTace  prelented  to  the  will  all  the  beauty  of  holinels,  whi.h  could  not 
but  clofe  with  it  both  in  admiration  and  defne.  Thus  finners  arc  faved 
freely  by  grace,  and  yet  in  theii  own  free-will  j  not  that  which  is  cor- 
rupted and  enflaved,  but  that  wh  ch  is  liberated  and  renewed.  Every 
Keadrr  will  remember,  how  analogous  this  is  to  the  rcprefentaticn  ofv 
the  fcripturcs,  which  defcribes  natural  men  in  a  llate  of  bondage  untlcf 
fin  and  Satan. 
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on  earth,  will  be  of  continual  efficacy  to  recover  loft 
fouls.  There  is  a  vigorous  pulfe  in  them  that  keeps  the 
Reader  awake  and  attentive.  His  book  of  "  The  Saints 
"  Everlafting  Reft,"  was  written  by  him  when  lan- 
guifhing  in  the  fufpence  of  life  and  death,  but  has  the; 
iignaturGS  of  his  holy  and  vigorous  mind.  .  To  allure  our 
defires,  he  unveils  the  fan&uary  above,  and  difcovers  the 
glory  and  joys  of  the  blefled  in  the  divine  prefence,  by  a 
Jight  fo  ftrong  and  lively,  that  all  the  glittering  vanities 
of  this  world  vanifh  in  that  companion,  and  a  fincere 
believer  will  defpife  them,  as  one  of  mature  age  does  the 
toys  and  baubles  of  children.  To  excite  our  fear,  he 
Temoves  the  fcreen,  and  makes  the  everlafting  fire  of 
hell  fo  vifjble,  and  reprefents  the  tormenting  paflions  of 
the  damned  in  thofe  dreadful  colours,  that,  if  duly  con- 
fidered,  would  check  and  controul  the  unbridled  licen- 
tious appetites  of  the  moft  fenfual  wretches. 

His  "  Call  to  the  Unconverted*;"  how  fin  all  in  bulk, 
but  how  powerful  in  virtue !  Truth  fpeaks  in  it  with, 
that  authority  and  efficacv,  that  it  makes  the  Reader  lay 
his  hand  upon  his  heart,  and  find  he  has  a  foul  and  a  con- 
ference, though  he  lived  before  as  if  he  had  none.  He 
told  fome  friends,  that  fix  brothers  were  converted  by 
reading  that  Call ;  and  that  every  week  he  received  let- 
ters of  fome  converted  by  his  books.  This  he  fpake 
with  moll  humble  thankfulnefs,  that  GOD  was  pleafed 
to  ufe  him  as  an  inftrument  for  the  falvation  of  fouls. 

He  that  was  fo  folicitous  for  the  falvation  of  others, 
was  not  negligent  of  his  own ;  but  as  regular  love  re- 
quires, his  firft  care  was  to  prepare  himfelf  for  heaven. 
In  him  the  virtues  of  the  contemplative  and  adtive  life 
were  eminently  united.  His  time  was  fpent  in  com- 
munion with  GOD,  and  jn  charity  to  men.  He  lived 
above  the  fenfible  world,  and  in  folitude  and  filence  con- 
verfed  with  GOD.  The  frequent  and  ferious  meditation 
of  eternal  things,  was  the  powerful  means  to  make  his 
heart  holy  and  heavenly,  and  from  thence  his  conver- 
fation.  His  life  was  a  practical  fermon,  a  drawing 
example.  There  was  an  air  of  humility  and  fancrity  in 
his  mortified  countenance;  apd  his  deportment  was  be- 
coming a  Arnneer  upon  earth,  and  a  citi?en  of  heaven. 

Though  all  divine  graces,  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  were 
vifible  in  his  cunverfation,  yet  fome  were  more  eminent. 

HumU 

*  The  foment  Mr.  Eliot  of  New-England,  translated  this  traft  into 
the  Indian  fui^iie :  A  young  Indian  prince  was  io  taken  with  it,  that 
)>c  icad  it  with  tears,  and  died  with  it  in  his  hand. 
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Humility  is  to  otTier  graces,  as  the  morning  ftar  is  to 
the  Tun,  that  goes  before  it,  and  follows  it  in  the  even- 
ing :  Humility  prepares  us  for  the  receiving  of  grace, 
GOD  gives  grace  to  the  humble:  And  it  follows  the 
jexercife  of  grace  ;  net  /,  fays  the  apoftle,  but  the  grau 
of  GOD  in  me.  In  Mr.  BaxUr  there  was  a  rare  union 
of  fublimc  knowledge,  and  other  Ipiritual  excellencies, 
"with  the  loweil  opinion  of  lumfelt.  He  wrote  to  one 
that  fent  a  letter  to  him  full  of  expreflions  of  honor  and 
efteem,  "  You  do  admire  one  you  do  not  know;  know- 
*'  ledge  will  cure  the  error.  The  more  we  know  of 
"  GOD,  the  more  reafon  we  fee  to  admire  him;  but 
*'  our  knowledge  of  the  creature,  difcovers  its  imperfec- 
"  tions,  and  leflens  our  eileem."  To  the  fame  perfonf 
expreffing  his  veneration  of  him  for  his  excellent  gifts 
and  graces,  he  replied  with  heat,  "  I  have  the  remain- 
'*  ders  of  pride  in  me  ;  how  dare  you  blow  up  the  fparki 
*'  of  it  ?*'  He  defired  fome  miniilers,  his  chofen  friends, 
to  meet  at  his  houfe,  and  fpend  a  day  in  prayer,  for  his 
direction  in  a  matter  of  moment :  Before  the  duty  was 
begun,  he  faid,  "  I  have  defired  your  afliftance  at  this 
"  time,  becaufe  I  believe  GOD  will  fooner  hear  your 
<c  prayers  than  mine."  He  imitated  St.  duflin  both  in  his 
penitential  confefEons  and  retractations.  In  conjunction 
with  humility  he  had  great  candor  for  others.  He  could 
willingly  bear  with  perfons  of  differing  fentiments :  He 
would  not  proftitute  his  own  judgement,  nor  ravifh 
another's.  He  did  not  over-efteem  himfelf,  nor  undervalue 
others.  He  would  give  liberal  encomiums  of  many  con- 
forming divines*.  He  was  fevere  to  himfelf,  but  candid 
in  excufing  the  faults  of  others.  Whereas,  the  bufy 
enquirer,  and  cenfurer  of  the  faults  of  others,  is  ufu- 
allv  the  eaiy  neglecler  of  his  own. 

Self-denial,  and  contempt  of  the  world,  were  fliining 
graces  in  him.  I  never  knew  any  perlon  lefs  indulgent  to 
nimfelf,  and  more  indifferent  to  his  temporal  intereft. 
The  offer  of  a  bifhopric  was  no  temptation  to  him  : 
For  his  exalted  foul  defpifed  the  pleafure  and  profits 
which  others  fo  earneftly  defire ;  he  valued  not  an  empty 
title  upon  his  tomb. 

His 

*  As  he  gave  encomiums  of  others,  he  had  much  faid  to  his  honor 
by  many.  Sir  Mnttbew  Hah  fpake  highly  of  his  piety  and  learning, 
before  all  the  judges  at  the  trtblc  at  Serjeant s  btny  at  the  time  when 
he  was  in  priibn  upon  the  Oxford  aft.  And  ice  the  teitimony  of 
ethers  at  the  clofe  of  the  account  of  his  life,  prefixed  to  his  pracltcal 
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His  patience  was  truly  chrifiian.  GOD  does  often 
try  his  children  by  affii&ions  to  exercife  their  graces,  to 
occafion  their  victory,  and  to  entitle  them  to  a  trium- 
phant felicity.' 

This  Saint  was  tried  by  many  afflictions.  We  are  very 
tender  of  our  reputation  :  His  name  was  obfcured  under 
a  cloud  of  detraction.  Many  flanderous  darts  were 
thrown  at  him.  He  was  charged  with  fchifm  and  fedi- 
tion.  He  was  accufcd  for  his  paraphrafe  on  the  New 
Teftament,  as  guilty  of  difloyal  afperfions  upon  the 
government,  and  condemned,  unheard,  to  a  prifon, 
where  he  remained  for  fome  years.  But  he  was  fo  far 
from  being  moved  at  the  unrighteous  profecution,  that 
he  joyfully  faid  to  aconitant  friend,  "  What  could  I  de- 

fire  more  of  GOD,  than  after  having  ferved  him  to  my 
"  power,  I  fhould  now  be  called  to  fufter  for  him?"  One, 
who  had  been  a  fierce  diflenter,  was  afterward  rankled 
with  an  oppofitc  heat,  and  very  contumelioufly  in  his 
writings  reflected  upon  Mr.  Baxter,  who  calmly  endured 
his  contempt  :  And  when  the  fame  perfon  publiflied  a 
learned  difcourfe  in  defence  of  chriftianity,  Mr.  Baxter 
faid,  "  I  forgive  him  all  for  his  writing  that  book/'  Indeed 
he  was  fo  much  the  more  truly  honorable,  as  he  was 
thought  worthy  of  the  hatred  of  [fome]  perfons. 

It  is  true,  the  cenfures  and  reproaches  of  others, 
whom  he  efteemed  and  loved,  touched  him  in  the  tender 
part.  But  he  with  the  great  Apoftle,  counted  it  a  fmall 
thing  to  be  judged  by  mans  day.  He  was  entire  to  his 
confeience,  and  independent  upon  the  opinion  of  others*. 
But  his  patience  was  more  eminently  tried  by  his  conti- 
nual pains  and  languiming.  Martyrdom  is  a  more  enfy 
way  of  dying,  when  the  combat  and  the  victory  are 
finifhed  at  once,  than  to  die  by  degrees  every  day.  His 
complaints  were  frequent ;  but  who  ever  heard  an  unfub- 
miflive  word  drop  from  his  lips  t  He  was  not  put  out  of 
his  patience,  nor  out  of  the  pofTeiTion  of  himfelf.  In 
his  fharp  pains  he  faid,  "  I  have  a  rational  patience,  and 
"  a  believing  patience,  though  fenie  would  recoil." 

His  pacific  fpirit  was  a  clear  character  of  his  being  a 
child  of  GOD.    How  ardently  he  endeavored  to  ce- 
ment 

•  The  honoraMc  Mr.  fi.n/r  declared  Mr.  Baxter  to  be  the  fitted 
rrr.n  of  the  a^c  to  he  n  oi'mi.t,  bccuife  he  feared  no  man's  difpleafure, 
nor  hopc  l  for  any  m:»n"s  prtJcrrr.ci.r. 

Kill. op  Bur  W,  in  his  life  of  1^;  Mxlihriv  Hale,  records  if,  that 
He  held  ;;r-sV.t  converiation  with  Mr.  Baxter,  who  was  his  nei^h- 

*  bour  at  Ad,  :,  on  whom  he  looked  as  a  pt-rion  of  great  devotion  and 

*  pictv,  and  of  a  very  fubtle  and  quick  a;  prehenf»or..'— Hume4/.*  J.-itl, 
w'.  p.  75- 
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roent  the  breaches  among  us,  which  others  widen  and 
keep  open,  is  publicly  known.    He  laid  to  a  friend,   "  i 
"  can  as  willingly  be  a  martyr  for  love  as  for  any  article  , 
4<  of  the  creed."  It  is  ftrange  to  allomihment,  that  thofe, 
who  agree  in  the  fubftantial  and  great  points  of  the  re- 
formed religion,  and  are  of  differing  fentiments  only  in 
things  not  fo  dear,  nor  of  that  moment  as  thofe  wherein 
they  confent,  ihould  llill  be  oppofite  parties.  Methinks, 
the  remembrance  how  our  divifions  lately  expoied  us  to 
our  watchful  adverlary,  and  werealmoft  fatal  to  the  Ln- 
terell  of  religion,  fhould  conciliate  our  afFetStions.  Our 
common  danger  and  common  deliverance,  mould  prepare 
our  fpirits  for  a  fincere  and  firm  union  :  When  our  iky 
was  fo  without  a  glimmering  horizon,  then  by  a  new 
dawning  of  GOD's  wonderful  providence,  a  deliverer  ap- 
peared, our  gracious  fovereign,  K.  William  the  III.  who 
has  the  honor  of  eltablifhing  our  religion  at  home,  and 
gives  us  hopes  of  refloring  it  abroad,  in  places  from  whence 
it  has  been  fo  unrighteoufly  and  cruelly  expelled.  May 
the  union  of  his  protettant  iubjedls  in  religious  things,  lb 
defired  by  wife  and  good  men,  be  accomplifhed  by  his 
princely  counlel  and  authority.    Integrity  with  charity 
would  remove  thofe  things  that  have  fo  long  difunited 
us.    I  return  from  this  digreflion. 

Love  to  the  fouls  of  men,  was  the  peculiar  character 
of  Mr.  Baxter 's  fpirit.  In  this  he  imitated  and  honored 
our  Saviour,  who  prayed,  died,  and  lives  tor  the  falva- 
tion  of  fouls.  All  his  natural  and  fupernatural  endow- 
ments were  fubfervient  to  this  blefled  end.  It  was  his 
meat  and  drink,  the  lite  and  joy  of  his  life,  to  do  good  to 
fouls.  His  indunry  was  almoit  incredible  in  his  ftudies  : 
He  had  a  fenfitive  nature  defirous  of  eafe  as  others  have, 
and  faint  faculties,  yet  fuch  was  the  continual  applica- 
tion of  himfelf  to  his  great  work,  as  if  the  labor  of 
one  day  had  fupplied  flrength  for  another,  and  the  wil- 
Jingnefs  of  the  fpirit  had  fupported  the  weaknefs  of  the 
fleln.  In  his  ufual  converfation,  his  ferious,  frequent 
and  delightful  difcourfe  was  of  divine  things,  to  enflame 
his  friends  with  the  love  of  heaven.  He  received  with 
tender  companion  and  condescending  kindnefs,  the  meanefl. 
that  came  to  him  for  counfel  and  confolation.  He  gav. 
in  one  year  a  hundred  pounds  to  buy  bibles  for  the  poore 
He  has  in  his  wiil  difpofed  of  all  that  remains  of  his 
eftate,  after  the  legacies  to  his  kindred,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  the  poor.  He  continued  to 
preach  fo  long,  notwithltanding  his  wailed  Ianguilhing 
body,  that,  the  laft  time,  he  almoft  died  in  the  pulpit. 

It 
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It  woufd  have  been  his  joy  to  have  been  transfigured  in 
the  mount • 

Not  long  after  his  laft  fermon,  he  felt  the  approaches 
cf  death,  and  was  confined  to  his  fick  bed.  Death  re- 
veals the  fecrets  of  the  heart;  then  words  are  fpoken  with 
raoft  feeling  and  leail  aftedtation.  This  excellent  Saint 
was  the  fame  in  his  life  ami  death  r  His  la  A  hours  were 
fpent  iu  preparing  others  and  himlelf  to  appear  before 
GOD.  He  laid  to  his  friends  that  vifited  him,  44  You 
*4  come  hither  to  learn  to  die,  I  am  not  the  only  perfon 
44  that  muft  gothis  way  ;  I  can  allure  you  that  your  whole 
44  life,  be  it  never  fo  long,  is  little  enough  to  prepare  for 
44  death.  Have  a  care  or  this  vain  deceitful  world,  and 
*•  the  lufts  of  the  flefh  :  Be  fore  you  choofe  GOD  for  your 
'*  portion,,  heaven  for  your  home,  GOD's  glory  for  your 
*'  end,  his  word  for  your  rule,  and  then  you  need  never 
*4  fear  but  we  (hall  meet  with  comfort.'* 

Never  was  penitent  finner  more  humble  3nd  debafing 
bimfelf,  never  was  a  fincere  believer  more  calm  and  com- 
Portable.  He  acknowledged  himfelf  to  be  the  vileft 
dunghill  worm  (it  was  his  ufual  expreffion)  that  ever 
went  to  heaven.  He  admired  the  divine  condefcenfiou 
to  us,  often  faying,  44  Lord,  what  is  man  ?  What  am 
44  I  vile  worm  to  the  great  GOD?"  Many  times  ho 
prayed,  GOD  be  merciful  to  me  a  fmner  !  and  bleffed 
GOD,  that  that  was  left  upon  record  in  the  gofprl,  as  an 
effectual  prayer,  He  faid,  44  GOD  may  juuly  condemn 
41  me  for  the  bell  duty  I  ever  did  :  And  all  my  hopes  aro 
4'  from  the  free  mercy  of  GOD  in  Cbi  iji,  which  he  often 
44  prayed  for." 

After  a  (lumber  he  waked  and  faid,  44  I  mall  reft  from 
44  my  labor:"  A  miuiller  then  prefent  faid,  *  and  your 
4  works  follow  you:1  To  whom  lie  replied,  44  No  works 
"  I  will  leave  out  works,  if  GOD  will  grant  me  the  other." 
When  a  friend  was  comforting  him  with  the  remembrance 
of  the  good,  which  many  had  received  by  his  preaching  and 
writings,  belaid,  "  I  was  but  a  pen  in  GOD's  hand; 
44  and  what  praife  is  due  to  a  pen  r" 

His  reftgned  fubmiflion  to  the  will  of  GOD  in  Ins 
(harp  ficknefs,  was  eminent.  When  extremity  of  pain 
conftrained  him  earneftly  to  pray  to  GOD  for  his  re- 
leafe  by  death,  he  would  check  himfelf;  "  It  is  not  fit 
44  for  me  to  prefcribe,"  and  (aid,  "  When  theu  wilt, 
44  what  thoa  wilt,  how  thou  wilt." 

Being  in  great  anguifli,  he  faid,  44  O  how  unfearchable 
44  are  his  ways,  and  his  paths  pait  finding  out !  the  reaches 
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ofliis  providence  we  cannot  fathom":  And  to  his  frrends, 
*4  Do  not  think  the  worfe  of  religion  for  what  you  fee 
**  me  fufFer." 

Being  often  a(ked  hy  his  friends,  how  it  was  with  hi* 
inward  man,  he  replied,  44  I  hlels  GOD  1  have  a  well- 
*4  grounded  aflu ranee  ot  my  eternal  happinefs,  and  great 
*4  peace  and  comfort  within;"  hut  it  was  his  trouhle  he 
could  not  triumphantly  exprefs  it,  hy  reafon  of  his  ex- 
treme pains.  He  faid,  "  Flefh  muft  perifh,  and  we  mull 
**  feel  the  perifhing  of  it:  And  that  though  his  judgement 
44  fuhmitted,  yet  lenfe  would  ftill  make  him  groan." 

Being  aiked  by  a  perfon  of  quality,  *  Whether  he  had 
c  not  great  joy  from  his  helieving  apprehenfions  of  tlie 
*  invisible  ftate?*  He  replied,  44  What  elfe  think  you 
<;  chriilianitv  ferves  forr"  He  faid,  4<  The  confideration 
*4  of  the  Deity  in  his  glory  and  grcatnefs,  was  too  high  for 
€i  our  thoughts;  but  the  confideration  of  the  Son  of  GOD 
44  in  our  nature,  and  of  the  faints  in  heaven  whom  he 
44  knew  and  loved,  did  much  fweeten  and  familiari/.e  hea- 
44  ven  to  him."  The  delcription  of  heaven  in  the  xiith 
chapter  to  the  Hebrews  and  the  22d  verfe,  was  moil  com- 
iortahle  to  him  :  That  he  was  going  to  the  innumerable 
tympany  of  angels,  and  to  the  general  afjemhly  and  church  of 
ine  f.rfi-born,  ivbtfe  names  arc  written  in  heaven ;  and  t» 
GOD  the  judge  of  ally  and  to  the  fpirils  of  jujl  men  made 
perfeft  ;  and  to  Jeius  the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and 
eo  the  blood  of  fpi r  inkling,  that  fpeaketh  better  things  than  the 
blood  of  Abel.  44  That  fcripture,  he  faid,  deferved  a  thou- 
44  land  thoufand  thoughts  :"  He  faid,  44  O  how  comfort- 
44  able  is  that  promife,  Eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard, 
44  neither  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  <>f  man  to  conceive  the 
41  things  GOD  has  laid  up  for  thofe  who  love  him" 

At  another  time  he  faid,  44  That  he  found  great  comfort 
44  and  fweetnefs  in  repeating  the  words  of  the  Lord's 
44  Prayer,  and  was  lorry  that  lome  good  people  were 
44  prejudiced  againft  the  ufe  of  it ;  for  there  were  all  ne- 
44  ceflary  petitions  for  foul  and  body  contained  in  it." 

At  other  times  he  gave  excellent  counfel  to  young  mi- 
ninWs  that  vifitcd  him,  and  earneftly  prayed  to  GOD 
to  blefs  their  labors,  and  make  them  very  fuccefsful  in  con- 
verting many  fouls  to  ChrijL  And  he  exprefled  great  joy- 
in  the  hopes  that  GOD  would  do  a  great  deal  of  good  by 
them;  and  that  they  were  of  moderate  peaceful  fpirits. 

He  did  often  pray  that  GOD  would  be  merciful  to 
this  miferable  diilracled  world:  And  that  he  would  pre- 
ferve  his  church  and  interert  in  it. 

He 


Digitized  by  Google 


BAXTER. 


He  advifed  his  friends  to  beware  of  felf-conceitednefr, 
as  a  fin  that  was  likely  to  ruin  this  nation:  And  laid, 
*<  1  have  written  a  book  againft  it,  which  I  am  afraid 
"  has  done  little  good." 

Being  afked  whether  he  had  altered  his  mind  in  conr 
troverfial  points,  he  laid,  "  Thole  that  pleafe,  may  know 
"  my  mind  in  my  writings  :  And  what  he  had  done  was 

not  for  his  own  reputation,  but  the  glory  of  GOD." 

I  went  to  him  with  a  very  worthy  friend,  Mr.  Afa~ 
tfrer,  of  New  England,  the  day  before  he  died,  and  fpeak- 
ing  fome  comforting  words  to  him,  he  replied,  "  1  have 
44  pain,  there  js  no  arguing  againft  fenfe,  but  1  have 
*'  peace,  I  have  peace."  I  told  him,  *  You  are  now  ap- 
c  proaching  to  your  long-dehred  home.'  He  anfwered, 
"  I  believe,  I  believe."  He  faid  to  Mr.  Mather^  "  I 
"  blefs  GOD  that  you  have  accomplifhed  your  bufinefs  ; 
"  the  Lord  prolong  your  life." 

He  exprefled  a  great  willingnefs  to  die;  and  during 
his  ficknefs,  when  the  (]ueftion  was  afked,  how  he  did, 
his  anfwer  was,  "  Almoin  well.  "  His  joy  was  remarkable, 
when  in  his  own  apprehenfions  death  was  nearell  :  And 
his  fpi ritual  jov  at  length  was  confummated  in  eternal  joy. 

Thus  lived  and  died  that  bleffcd  Saint.  I  have,  with- 
out any  artificial  fiction  of  words,  given  a  fincere  Ihort 
account  of  him.  All  our  tears  are  below  the  juft  grief 
for  fuch  an  invaluable  lofs.  It  is  the  comfort  of  his  friends, 
that  he  enjoys  a  blefTed  reward  in  heaven,  and  has  left  a 
precious  remembrance  on  the  earth.'  

Thus  far  Dr.  Bates.  To  this  may  be  added  from  Mr. 
Syheflcr  a  fhort  account  of  his  Perfon.  He  was  tall 
and  (lender,  and  (looped  much:  His  countenance  com- 
pofed  and  grave,  fomewhat  inclining  to  fmile.  He  had 
a  piercing  eye,  a  very  articulate  fpeech,  and  his  deports 
ment  rather  plain  than  complimental.  He  had  a  great 
command  over  his  thoughts.  He  had  that  happy  faculty, 
fo  as  to  anfwer  the  character  that  was  given  of  him  by  a 
learned  man,  diflenting  from  him,  after  a  difcourfe  with 
him ;  which  was,  *  That,  he  could  fay  what  he  would, 
'  and  he  could  prove  what  he  faid.' 

It  is  impoflible  to  read  the  account  he  gives  of  himfelf 
in  his  Reliqula  without  emotion.  The  ficknefs  and  lan- 
guors he  underwent  almoft  from  his  childhood,  and  which 
he  has  fo  pathetically  defcribed,  render  it  matter  of  ad^ 
miration,  that  fuch  a  frame  fhould  hold  out  for  fe vent y- fix- 
years,  when,  before  twenty,  he  complained  of  a  prema- 
tura feneflus,  and  all  the  fymptoms  of  fourfcore. 

The 
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The  ftone,  which  was  generated  in  his  kidneys,  and 
which  he  fuirained  there  above  rifty  years,  is  preferved  in 
the  Brit'ijh  Afufeum.  It  is  a  large  blue  pebble,  very  much 
reiembling  the  fhape  of  a  kidney  itielf. 

We  cannot  diimifs  this  memoir  of  lb  extraordinary  a 
Perfon,  without  affixing  that  memorial  of  gratitude  which 
Dr.  Bates  renders  for  Mr.  Baxter  to  Sir  Henry  AJhurjiy 
-Bart,  his  pious  patron  and  friend. 

*  To  the  right  worfhipful,   and  his  much-honored 
friend,  Sir  Henry  Ajhurfl,  Baronet. 

*  Sir, 

*  Your  noble  and  conftant  kindnefs  to  Mr.  Baxter 
living,  and  your  honorable  refpedl  to  him  dead,  have  in-' 
duced  me  to  mfcribe  the  following  memorial  of  him  to 
your  name.  He  was  moll  worthy  of  your  higheft  efteem* 
and  love,  for  the  firft  impreffions  ot  heaven  upon  your 
foul,  were  in  reading  his  unvalued  book  of  the  Saints 
Evcrlafting  Reft.  This  kindled  a  mutual  afre&ion  in  your 
breaits  :  His  love  was  directing,  counfelling,  and  exciting 
you  to  fecure  your  future  happinefs  :  Your  love  was  ob- 
fervant,  grateful,  and  beneficent  to  him.  The  fincerity 
and  generofity  of  your  friendfhip  was  very  evident,  in 
your  appearing  and  ftanding  by  him,  when  he  was  fo 
roughly  and  unrighteoufly  handled,  by  one  who  was  the 
di  (honour  of  this  age's  law,  chief  juftice  Jeffcries  ;  whofe 
deportment  in  a  high  place  of  judicature  was  fo  contrary 
to  wifdom,  and  humanity,  and  juftice,  that  there  need 
no  foul  words  to  make  his  name  odious.  Of  this  and 
your  other  favors  Mr.  Baxter  retained  a  dear  and  tailing 
fenfe ;  and  in  his  dying  hours  declared,  that  you  had 
been  the  heft  friend  he  ever  had.  He  has  fintjhed  his 
aur/ey  and  received  his  crown:  His  name  will  fiiine  longer 
than  his  enemies  fhall  bark. 

*  I  cannot  omit  the  mentioning,  that  Mr.  Boyle  and 
Mr.  Baxter,  thofe  incomparable  perfons  in  their  ievcral 
ftudies,  and  dear  friends,  died  within  a  fhort  fpace  of  one 
another.  Mr.  Boyle  was  engaged  in  the  contemplation  of 
the  defign  and  architecture  of  the  vifible  world,  and  made 
rare  difcoveries  in  the  fyftem  of  nature:  Not  for  curio^ 
fity  and  barren  fpcculation,  but  to  admire  and  adore  the 
perfections  of  the  Deity  in  the  variety,  order,  beaut v, 
and  marvellous  artifice  of  the  creatures  that  compofe  this 
great  univerfe.  Mr.  Baxter  was  convcrfant  in  the  invi- 
iible  world  :  His  mind  was  conftantly  applied  to  under- 
ftand  the  harmonious  agreement  of  the  divine  attributes, 
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in  tlie  csconomv  of  our  falvation,  and  to  reftore  men'W 
the  image  and  ravor  of  GOD.  They  are  now  admitted 
into  the  enlightened  and  purified  fociety  above :  W  here 
the  immenfe  volumes  of  the  divine  wiidom  are  laid  open, 
and,  by  one  glance  of  an  eve,  they  difcovcr  more  per- 
fectly the  glorious  and  wonderful  works  of  GOD  in  hea- 
ven and  earth,  than  the  moll  diligent  inquirers  can  do 
here,  in  a  thou  land  years  iludy,  though  they  had  the 
fagacity  of  Solomon,  JJy  the  light  ot  glory,  they  fee  the 
face  of  GOD y  and  are  fatisfied  zvith  his  likenefs  for  ever* 

4  It  is  a  high  honor  to  you,  that  Mr.  Boyle  and  Mr, 
Baxter  fhould  by  their  Jail  will  nominate  you  amongft 
their  executors.  It  was  the  faying  of  a  wife  Roman, 
4  Alalo  dui  Augulli  judicium^  quum  bencficium:  I  had  ra- 
4  ther  have  the  eittem  of  the  emperor  Augujlus  than  his 
*  gifts  For  he  was  an  underftanding  prince,  and  his 
erteem  was  very  honorable  to  a  pcrfon.  That  two,  who 
fo  excelled  in  wiidom  and  goodnefs,  fliould  commit  to 
■your  tnifl  the  difpofal  ot  their  eltates,  for  the  ufes  of 
piety  and  charity,  is  a  more  noble  teftimony  of  their 
efteem  of  your  prudence  and  inviolable  integrity,  than 
if  they  had  bequeathed  to  you  rich  legacies. 

*  It  is  a  fatisfadtion  to  me,  that  1  have  complied  with 
Mr.  Baxters  defire  in  preaching  his  funeral  fermon,  and 
with  your's  in  publifhing.  I  lhall  unfeignedly  recommend 
yourfelf,  your  excellent  lady,  and  virtuous  children,  to 
the  divine  mercies,  and  remain  with  great  refpedfc, 
*  Sir, 

*  Your  humble  and  faithful  fervant, 

4  William  Bates: 


4L-    » 


JOHN  FLAVEL 

MR.  JOHN  FLAVEL  was  born  in  IVorcefler- 
Jbire.  He  was  religioufly  educated  by  his  father, 
ajid,  having  profited  well  at  the  grammar  fchools,  was  fent 
early  to  Oxford,  and  fettled  a  commoner  in  Univcrfity 
College.  He  plied  his  fludies  hard,  and  exceeded  many  of 
his  contemporaries  in  univcrfity  learning. 

Soon 
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£oon  after  his  corrimencing  bachelor  of  arts,  Mr.  fVal- 
flatt,  the  miniiter  of  Dcptford  in  the  county  of  Devon^ 
was  rendered  incapable  ot  performing  his  office  by  reafon 
of  his  age  and  infirmity,  and  lent  to  Oxford  for  an  aflif- 
tant ;  Mr.  Flavtl,  though  but  voung,  was  recommended 
to  him  as  a  perfon  duly  qualified,  and  was  accordingly 
fettled  there  by  the  (landing  committee  of  Devon,  April  27* 
1650,  to  preach  as  a  probationer  and  afiiflant  to  Mr. 
IValplatc* 

Mr.  Flavel,  confidering  the  Weight  of  his  charge,  ap- 
plied himielf  to  the  work  oi  his  calling  with  great  dili- 
gence ;  and  being  aftiduous  in  reading,  meditation  and 
prayer,  he  increased  in  minillerial  knowledge  daily,  fo 
that  he  attained  to  an  high  degree  of  eminency  and  repu- 
tation for  his  ufeful  labors  in  the  church* 

About  fix  months  after  his  fettling  at  Deptford,  he 
heard  of  an  ordination  to  be  at  Saltjbury,  and  therefore 
went  thither  with  his  teAimonials,  and  offered  himfelf  to 
be  examined  and  ordained  by  the  prefbytery  there:  They 
appointed  him  a  text,  upon  which  he  preached  to  their 
general  fatisfaction  ;  and  having  afterwards  examined  him 
as  to  his  learning,  &c.  they  fet  him  apart  to  the  work  of 
the  miniftry,  with  prayer  and  impolition  of  hands,  on 
the  17th  day  of  Odober,  1650. 

Air.  F lovely  being  thus  ordained,  returned  to  Deptford, 
and  after  Mr.  IValplates  death  fucceeded  in  the  reclory. 
To  avoid  all  incumbrances  from  the  world,  and  avoca- 
tions from  his  lludies  and  minifterial  work,  he  chole  a 
perfon  of  worth  and  reputation  in  the  pariih  (of  whom 
he  had  a  good  aflurance,  that  he  would  be  faithful  to  him- 
ielf, and  kind  to  his  parifhioners)  and  let  him  the  whole 
tithes  much  below  the  real  value,  which  was  very  well 
pleafing  to  his  people.  By  this  means  he  was  the  better 
^ble  to  deal  with  them  in  private ;  fince  the  hire  of  his 
labors  was  no  way  a  hindrance  to  the  fuccefs  of  them. 

Whilft  he  was  at  Dcptford  he  married  one  Mrs.  Jcati 
Randal,  a  pious  gentlewoman,  of  a  good  familv,  who 
died  in  travail  of  her  firft  child,  without  being  delivered. 
Hi*  year  of  mourning  being  expired,  his  acquaintance 
and  intimate  friends  auvifed  him  to  marry  a  fecond  time, 
wherein  he  was  again  very  happy.  Her  name  was  Eliza* 
bcth  Morrice.  Some  time  after  this  fecond  marriage,  the 
people  of  Dartmouth  (formerly  under  the  charge  of  the 
reverend  Mr.  Anthony  Hartford,  deceafed)  unanimoufly 
chofe  Mr.  Flavel  to  fucceed  him.  They  urged  him  to 
accept  their  call,  (1.)  Bccaufe  there  were  exceptions  made 
Vol.  IV.  E  againft 
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again  fi  all  the  other  candidates,  hut  none  againfi  hirr»; 
(2.)  Pccrule,'  being  acceptable  to  the  whole  town,  lie 
was  the  more  like  to  be  an  uniruiiR'nt  ot  healing  the 
breaches  among  the  good  pecpie  there.  (3.)  Becaufe 
D^nv.^uib,  bring  a  coniideralde  and  populous  town,  re- 
quired an  aide  and  eminent  miniiler,  which  was  not  io 
r.'.-ee;i\ry  tor  a  countrv  pariih,  that  might  befides  be  more 
eaf;'v  fupplied  with  another  pallor  than  Dartmouth* 

That  wiiich  made  them  more  prefiing  and  earned  with 
Mr.  Flavcl,  was  this  :  At  a  provincial  fynod  in  that 
county,  Mr.  fir:'!-/,  though  but  a  young  man,  was  voted 
1 1 . t o  the  chair  as  moderator,  where  he  opened  the  affem- 
b!y  with  a  moll  devout  and  pertinent  prayer:  He  exa- 
mined tire  candidates  who  ohcred  themfelves  to  their 
trials  for  the  minillry  with  great  learning;  ilated  the  cafes 
and  (jucllions  propofed  to  them  with  much  acutentfs  and 
judgement ;  ami  in  the  whole  demeaned  himfelr  with  that 
gravity*  piety,  and  ierioulnels,  during  his  precedency, 
that  all  the  miniJters  of  the  ancmbly  admired  and  loved 
him.  The  reverend  Mr.  Hartford,  his  predeceiTor  at 
D.inmzrah,  took  particular  nonce  of  him,  from  that  time 
forward  contracted  a  ihict  hiendihip  with  him,  and 
fpn':e  of  him  among  the  magillrates  and  people  of  Dart- 
as  an  extraordinary  perfon,  who  was  like  to  be  a 
great  light  in  th.e  church.  This,  with  their  having  le- 
vel al  tin>  n  heard  him  preach,  occafioned  their  importu- 
nity with  Air.  Fia'jtl  to  come  and  be  their  minider;  uporr 
which,  having  prayed  over  the  matter,  and  fubmitted  it 
to  the  decision  of  his  neighbouring  minillers,  he  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  remove  to  Dartmouth,  to  his  great  lofs  in 
temporals,  the  irclory  of  De(>tjord  being  a  much  greater 
benefice. 

Mr.  Tlaitl  being  fettled  at  Dartmsuth  by  the  election 
of  the  people,  and  an  order  irom  Whitehall  by  the  com- 
miilioner-;  tor  approbation  of  public  preachers,  of  the  19th 
of  December  1656,  he  was  allbckited  with  Mr.  Allen  Gear, 
a  very  worthy  but  fickly  man.  The  miniilci  ial  work  was 
thus  divided  betwixt  them  ;  Mr.  Fiavcl  was  to  preach  oil 
the  Lord's  day  at  lo.vnjlall^  the  mother  church,  (land- 
ing upon  a  hill  without  the  town;  and  every  fortnight 
in  his  turn  at  thelf-cdnefdays  lecture  in  Dartmouth,  Here 
GOD  crowned  his  labors  with  many  converfions.  One 
of  his  judicious  hearers  expreiTed  himfelf  thus  concerning 
him  :  c  1  could  fay  much,  though  not  enough,  of  the 

*  excellency  of  his  preaching;  of  his  feafonable,  fuitable, 
'  and  fpiritual  matter;  of  his  plain  expofitions  of  fcrip- 

*  ture;  his  taking  method,  his  genuine  and  natural  de- 
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*  duclions,  his  convincing  arguments,  his  clear  and  pow- 
4  erfui  demonstrations,  his  heatt-fearching  applications, 
4  ami  his  comfortable  Supports  to  thofe  that  were  alHicled 

*  in  confidence.    In  Ihort,  tliat  pcrfon  mult  have  a  very 

*  foft  head,  or  a  very  hard  heart,  or  both,  that  could  lit 
4  under  his  minillry  unaffected.' 

Ly  his  unwearied  application  to  ftudy,  he  had  acquired 
a  great  flock  both  of  divine  and  human  learning.  lie 
was  mailer  of  the  controverlies  betwixt  the  Jews  and 
Chriftians,  Papills  and  Protelhnts,  Lutherans  and  Cal- 
vinifis,  and  betwixt  the  Orthodox  and  the  Arminians  and 
Socinians  :  He  was  likewife  well  read  in  the  controver- 
lies about  church  discipline,  infant  baptifm,  and  antino- 
mianifm.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  fchool  divi- 
nity, and  drew  up  a  judicious  and  ingenious  i'chemc  of 
the  whole  body  of  that  theology  in  good  Latin,  which 
he  prefented  to  a  perfon  of  quality;  but  it  was  never 
printed.  He  was  Angularly  well  vei  led  and  exacl  in  the 
oriental  languages.  He  had  one  way  of  improving  his 
knowledge,  which  is  very  proper  for  young  divines; 
whatever  remarkable  patiage  he  heard  in  private  confe- 
rence, if  he  was  familiar  with  the  relater,  he  would  de- 
fire  him  to  repeat  it  again,  and  infert  it  into  his  J.Jvcr  fa- 
rm: By  thefe  methods  he  acquired  a  vaft  itock  of  proper 
materials  for  his  popular  fermons  in  the  pulpit,  and  his 
more  elaborate  works  for  the  prefs. 

He  had  an  excellent  gift  of  prayer,  and  was  never 
at  a  lofs  in  all  his  various  occafious  for  fu stable  matter 
and  words;  and,  which  was  the  molt  remaikaWeof  all, 
he  always  brought  with  him  a  broken  heart  and  moving 
affections;  his  tongue  and  fpirit  were  touched  with  a  live 
coal  from  the  altar,  and  he  was  evidently  « Milled  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  grace  and  fupplication  in  that  divine  or- 
dinance. Thofe,  who  lived  in  his  family,  fay,  4  That  he 

*  was  always  full  and  copious  in  prayer,  teemed  con- 

*  ftantly  to  exceed  himfelf,  and  rarely  made  ufe  twice  of 
4  the  fame  expreflions.' 

When  the  acl  of  uniformity  turned  him  out  with  the 
reft  of  his  nonconforming  brethren,  he  did  not  thereupon 
quit  his  relation  to  his  church ;  he  thought  the  fouls  of 
his  flock  to  be  more  precious  than  to  be  fo  tamely  neg- 
lected :  He  took  all  opportunities  of  miniftring  the 
word  and  facraments  to  them  in  private  meetings,  and 
joined  with  other  miniirers  in  folemn  days  of  falling  and 
humiliation,  to  pray  that  GOD  would  once  more  re- 
hire the  free  miuiitration  of  the  Gofpel,    About  four 

E  ?,  months' 
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moriths  after  that  fatal  Bartholomew -day,  his  reverend  col-  . 
league  Mr.  Men  Gear,  died ;  lb  that  the  whole  care  of 
the  flock  devolved  upon  Mr.  Flavcl,  which,  though  a 
heavy  and  prefling  burden,  he  undertook  very  chearfully. 

Upon  the  execution  of  the  Oxford  a&,  which  banifhed 
all  nonconforming  minifters  live  miles  from  any  towns 
which  fent  members  to  parliament,  he  was  forced  to 
leave  Dartmouth,  to  the  gre.tt  forrow  of  his  people,  who! 
followed  him  out  of  town  ;  and  at  Toivnflall  church-yard 
they  too*k  fufch  a  mournful  farewel  of  one  another,  as 
the  place  might  very  well  have  been  called  Bocbim.  He 
removed  to  Slapton,  a  parifh  five  miles  from  Dartmouth, 
or  any  other  corporation,  which  put  him  out  of  the  le- 
gal reach  of  his  adverfaries.  Here  he  met  with  fignal 
inftattces  of  GOD's  fatherly  care  and  protection,  and 
preached  twice  every  Lord's  day  to  fuch  as  durft  adven- 
ture to  hear  him,  which  many  of  his  own  people  and 
others  did,  notwithstanding  the  rigor  and  feverity  of  the 
acl  againft  conventicles.  He  many  times  flipped  pri- 
vately into  Dartmouth,  where,  by  preaching  and  conVer- 
fation,  he  edified  his  flock,  to  the  great  refremment  of 
his  own  foul  and  theirs,  though  with  very  much  danger, 
becaufe  of  his  watchful  adverfaries,  who  constantly  laid 
wait  for  him,  fo  that  he  could  not  make  any  long  rtay  in 
the  town. 

In  thofe  times  Mr.  Flavcl,  being  at  Exeter,  was  in- 
vited to  preach  by  many  good  people  of  that  city,  who 
for  fafety  chofe  a  wooci  about  three  miles  from  the  city 
to  be  the  place  of  their  aflembly,  where  they  were  broke 
up  by  their  enemies  by  that  time  the  fermon  Was  Welf 
begun.  Mr.  Flavcl,  by  the  care  of  the  people,  made  his 
efcape  through  the  middle  of  his  enraged  enemies  :  And 
though  many  of  his  hearers  were  taken,  carried  before 
juftice  Tuckficld,  and  fined ;  yet  the  relt,  being  nothing 
difcouraged,  re-aflembled,  and  carrying  Mr.  Flavel  to 
another  wood,  he  preached  to  them  without  any  diftur- 
bance  ;  and,  after  he  had  concluded,  rode  to  a  gentleman's 
houfe  near  the  wood,  Who,  though  an  abfolute  (hanger 
to  Mr.  Flavel,  entertained  him  with  great  civility  that 
nipht,  and  the  next  day  he  returned  to  Exeter  in  fafetv. 
Amonglt  thofe  taken  at  this  time,  there  was  a  tanner, 
who  had  a  numerous  family,  and  but  a  fmall  nock ;  he 
was  fined  notwithftanding  in  forty  pounds,  at  which  he 
was  nothing  difcouraged;  but  told  a  "friend,  who  afked 
him  how  he  bore  up  under  his  lofs,  *  That  he  took  the 
4  Jpoiling  of  his  goods  joyfully,  for  the  fake  of  his  Lord 
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*  Jcfus,  for  whom  his  life  and  all  that  he  had  was  too 
«  little.' 

As  foon  as  the  nonconformifts  had  any  refpite  from 
their  trouble,  Mr.  Flavel  laid  hold  of  the  opportunity, 
and  returned  to  Dartmouth,  where,  during  the  firfl  in- 
dulgence granted  by  K.  Charles  II.  he  kept  open  doors, 
and  preached  freely  to  all  that  would  come  and  hear 
him ;  and  when  that  liberty  was  revoked,  he  made  it  his 
bufinefs,  notwithilanding,  to  preach  in  feafon  and  out  of 
feafon,  and  feldom  miffed  an  opportunity  of  preaching 
on  the  Lord's  day.  During  this  time,  GOD  was  pleafed 
to  deprive  him  of  his  fecond  wife,  which  was  a  great 
afni&ion,  fhe  having  been  a  help  meet  for  him ;  and  fuch 
an  one  he  flood  much  in  need  of,  being  a  man  of  an 
infirm  and  weak  conilitution,  who  labored  under  many 
infirmities.  In  convenient  time  he  married  a  third  wife, 
Mrs.  Ann  Downe,  daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas  Downe,  mi- 
nitower at  Exeter,  who  lived  with  him  very  happily  eleven 
years,  and  left  him  two  fons. 

The  perfecution  againfl  the  nonconformifts  being  re- 
newed, Mr.  Flavel  found  it  unfafe  to  flay  at  Dartmouth, 
and  therefore  refolved  to  go  to  London,  where  he  hoped 
to  be  in  lefs  danger,  and  to  have  more  liberty  to  exercife 
his  function.  The  night  before  he  embarked  for  that 
end,  he  had  the  following  premonition  by  a  dream :  He 
thought  he  was  on  board  the  fhip,  and  that  a  florin  arofe 
which  exceedingly  terrified  the  paffengers ;  during  their 
eonflernation,  there  fat  writing  at  the;  table  a  perfon  of 
admirable  fagacity  and  gravity,  who  had  a  child  in  a 
cradle  by  him,  that  was  very  froward ;  he  thought  he 
faw  the  father  take  up  a  little  whip,  and  give  the  child  a 
lain,  faying,  '  Child  be  quiet,  I  will  discipline,  but  not 

*  hurt  thee.'  Upon  this  Mr.  Flavel  awaked,  and  mufing 
on  his  dream,  he  concluded  that  he  fhould  meet  with 
fome  trouble  in  his  paffage.  His  friends,  being  at  dinner 
with  him,  a  flu  red  him  of  a  plea  fan  t  paffage,  becaufe  the 
wind  and  weather  were  very  fair :  Mr,  Flavel  replied, 
"  That  he  was  not  of  their  mind,  but  expecled  much 
"  trouble  becaufe  of  his  dream adding,  «c  that  when 
"  he  had  fuch  reprefentations  made  to  him  in  his  fleep, 
"  they  feldom  or  never  failed." 

Accordingly,  when  they  were  advanced  within  five 
leagues  of  Portland  in  their  voyage,  they  were  overtaken 
by  a  dreadful  temped,  infomuch  that,  betwixt  one  and 
two  in  the  morning,  the  mafler  and  feamen  concluded, 
tfiat  unlefs  GQQ  changed  the  wind,  there  was  no  hopei 
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of  lik  ;  it  was  impomMe  for  them  to  weather  Portland^. 
fo  that  they  mud  of  ncceihty  be  wrecked  on  the  rocks 
or  on  the  there.    Upon  this  Mr.  Flavel  called  all  the 
hands  that  cow  Id  be  fpared  into  the  cabin  to  prayer;  hut 
the  violence  of  the  temped  was  fuch,  that  they  could 
not  prevent  themfelves  from  being  thrown  from  the  one 
fide,  unto  the  other,  as  the  fhip  was  toffed  ;  and  not  only 
fo,  but  mighty  feas  broke  in  upon  them,  as  if  they  would 
have  drowned  them  in  the  very  cabin.    Mr.  Fiavcl  in 
this  danger  took  hold  of  the  two  pillars  of  the  cabin  bed, 
and  calling  upon  GOD,  begged  mercy  for  himlelf  and 
the  reft  in  the  ihip.  Amonglt  other  arguments  in  prayer, 
he  mr.de  ufe  of  this,  that  it  he  and  his  company  penfhei 
in  ilia:  ftorm,  the  name  of  GOD  would  be  blafphemed  ; 
the.  enemies  of  religion  would  fay,  that  though  he  efcaped 
their  hands  on  fhore,  vet  divine  vengeance  had  overtaken 
him  at  fea.    In  the  mid  ft:  ot  prayer  his  faith  and  hope 
were  railed,  infomuch  that  he  expected  a  gracious  an- 
swer; fo  that,  committing  him  felt  and  his  companions 
to  the  mercy  of  GOD,  he  concluded  the  duty.  No 
fooner  was  praver  ended,  but  one  came  down  from  the 
deck,  crying,    '  Deliverance!   Deliverance!  COD  is  a 
'  COD  hfm  sr.?  prpvtr !  In  a  moment  the  wind  is  become 
*  fair  welt  !'    And  io  failing  before  it,  thev  were  brought 
fafely  to  Lc:d-:n.    Mr.  Fiavcl  found  many  of  his  old 
friends  there;  and  GOD  railed  him  new  ones,  with 
abundance  of  work,  ami  extraordinary  encouragement  in 
it.    During  his  Hay  in  London  y  he  married  his  fourth 
wife,   a  widow  cyntlewoman  (daughter  to  Mr.  Ccjrzc 
ytJJWi:sy  lormerly  miniUer  of  Kings  Bridge)  who  fur- 
\ived  him. 

Mr.  Flazsl,  while  he  was  in  London,  narrowly  efcaned 
being  taken,  with  the  reverend  Mr.  Jrnkinfy  at  Mr. 
P/s  in  j\f:  '>  ft.';,  where  they  were  keeping  a  dav  of 
filling  and  praver.  lie  was  fo  near,  that  he  heard  the 
m:e:;nee  ot  t-ie.  officers  and  fo  Idlers  to  Mr.  i  wlien 

they  had  taken  him;  and  nhferved  it  in  his  d;ary,  that 
Mr.  'Jtu\ins  might  have  efeaped  as  well  as  himlelf,  had  it 
be:  n  tor  a  piece  ot  vanity  in  a  lady,  whole  long  tram 
hindered  hr>  going  down  itairs,  Mr.  Jen out  of  his 
too  great  civilitv  having  let  her  pafs  before  him. 

Mr.  Fi.irri\  alter  this,  returned  to  Dartmouth,  where 
with  his  family,  and  dear  people,  he  Melted  (  iOD  for 
his  mercies  towards  him.  He  was,  in  a  little  time  after, 
eonrn-  d  c!o:e  pritoner  to  his  houfe,  where  many  of  his 
Joe':  i\o\<-  in  over-night,  or  betimes  on  the  Lord's  dav 
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in  the  morning,  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  his  labors,  and 
Ij.end  the  Sabbath  in  hearing,  praying,  Tinging  of  pfalms, 
and  holy  difcourlls. 

Mr.  Jenkins  abevc-mrntioned  dying  in  prifon,  his  peo- 
ple gave  Air.  FLacl  a  call  to  the  paftoral  office  among 
them,  and  Mr.  Reeves  s  people  did  the  like.  Mr.  Flavel 
communicated  thofe  calls  unto  his  flock,  and  kept  a 
dav  of  prayer  with  them,  to  be<*  direction  from  GOD 
in  this  important  affair;  he  was  gracioufly  pleaied  to 
anfwer  them,  by  fixing  Mr.  Flavefs  resolution  to  ffay 
with  his  flock  at  Dartmouth,  Many  arguments  were 
made  ufe  of  to  perfuade  him  to  come  to  Lottdw,  as, 
that,  fince  he  was  turned  out  by  the  act  of  uniformity, 
he  had  had  but  very  little  maintenance  from  his  church; 
that  thofe  in  London  were  rich  and  numerous  con<rrejra- 
tions  ;  that  he  had  a  family  and  children  to  provide  for  ; 
and  that  the  city  was  a  theatre  of  honor  and  reputation. 
But  none  of  thofe  things  could  prevail  with  him  to  leave 
his  poor  people  at  Dartmouth, 

In  1687,  when  it  pleafcd  GOD  fo  to  over-rule  affairs, 
that  K.  James  II.  thought  it  his  intereff  to  difpenfe  with 
the  penal  laws  againft  them,  Mr.  Flavel,  who  had  for- 
merly been  confined  to  a  corner,  fhone  brightly,  as  a 
flaming  beacon  upon  the  top  of  an  hill.  His  affectionate 
people  prepared  a  large  place  for  him,  where  GOD 
hlcffed  his  labors  to  the  conviction  of  many  people, 
bv  his  fermons  on  Rev.  iii.  20.  Behold,  I  /land  at  the 
Aw  and  knock.  This  encouraged  him  to  print  thofe  fer- 
mons, under  the  title  or  England's  Duty,  &c.  hoping 
that  they  might  do  good  abroad,  as  well  as  in  his  own  con- 
gregation. He  had  made  a  vow  to  the  Lord  under  his 
confinement,  that  if  he  fhould  be  once  more  entruited 
with  public  liberty,  he  would  improve  it  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  gofpel ;  this  he  performed  in  a  molt  conscien- 
tious manner,  preaching  twice  every  X-ord's  day;  and 
kclurcd  every  fFednefday,  in  which  he  went  over  moft 
of  the  third  chapter  of  St.  John,  (hewing  the  indiipenli- 
ble  ncceflity  of  regeneration.  He  preached  likewife 
every  Thurfday  before  the  facrament,  and  then  after  exa- 
mination admitted  communicants.  He  had  no  aftiftance 
nn  facrament  days,  fo  that  he  was  many  times  almdit 
Incut  before  he  diftributed  the  elements.  When  the  du- 
ty of  the  day  was  over,  he  would  often  complain  of  a 
fore  breaft,  an  aching  head,  and  a  pained  back  ;  yet  he 
would  be  early  at  ftudy  again  next  Monday,    He  allowed, 

£  4  him- 
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himfelf  very  little  recreation,  accounting  time  a  precious 
jewel,  that  ought  to  be  improved  at  any  rate. 

He  was  not  only  a  zealous  preacher  in  the  pulpit,  but 
a  fincere  chriftian,  in  his  clofet,  frequent  in  felf-exami- 
nation,  as  well  as  in  prefling  it  upon  others;  being  afraid, 
left  while  he  preached  to  others,  he  himfelf  mould  be  a 
caft-away.  To  prove  this,  1  fhall  tranfcribe  what  folr 
fows  from  his  own  diary. 

iC.  I.  To  make  fure  of  eternal  life,  faid  he,  is  the  great 
f  *  bufinefs  which  the  fons  of  death  have  to  do  in  this  world, 
"  Whether  a  man  confider  the  immortality  of  his  own 
"  foul,  the  ineffable  joys  and  glory  of  heaven,  the  ex- 

treme  and  endlefs  torments  of  hell,  the  inconceiveable 
<c  fweetnefs  of  peace  of  conscience,  or  the  mifery  of  being 

fubjeCt,  to  the  errors  thereof :  All  thcfe  put  a  neceflity, 

a  Solemnity,  a  glory  upon  this  work.  But,  Ob  tnc 
? c  difficulties  and  dangers  attending  it !  How  many,  and 
f c  how  great  are  thefe  ?  What  judgement,  faitbfulnefs, 
<c  refolution,  and  watchfulnefs,  doth  it  require  ?  Such  i$ 
fc  the  deceit  fulnefs.,  darknefs,  and  inconitancy  of  our 
*c  hearts,  and  fuch  the  malice,  policy,  and  diligence  of 
*c  fatan,  to  manage  and  improve  it,  that  he  who  attempts 
**  this  work  had  need  both  to  watch  his  feafons  for  it, 
<c  and  frequently  look  <p  to  GOD  for  his  guidance  and 

illumination,  and  to  fpend  many  fad  and  ferious  thoughts 
5 4  before  he,  adventure  Upon  a  determination  and  conclu- 
€i  fion  of  the  Hate  of  his  foul. 

"  To  the  end,  therefore,  that  this  moft  important 
c<  work  may  not  mifcarry  in  my  hands,  I  have  collected 

with  all  the  care  I  can,  the  heft  and  foundeft  cha- 
f c  rafters  I  can,  find  in  the  writings  of  our  modern  divines, 
"  taken  out  of  the  Scripture,  and  by  their  labors  illuf- 
*'  t rated  and  prepared  for  ufe,   that  I  might  make  a 

right  application  of  thorn. 

"  I.  I  have  earneftly  befought  the  Lord  for  the  aflif- 
5*  tance  of  his  Spirit,  wh'ch  can  only  manifeft  my  own 
<c  heart  unto  me,  and  ftiew  me  the  true  ftate  thereof, 
li  which  is  that  thing  my  foul  doth  moft  earneftly  de- 
1'  fire  to  know  ;  And  I  hope  the  Lord  will  anfwer  my 
"  defire  therein,  according  to  his  promifes,  Luke  xi.  13, 
44  jfobn  xiv.  26, 

"  2.  I  have  endeavored  to  caft  out  and  lay  afide  felf- 
cc  love,  left,  my  heart  being  prepoflefted  therewith,  my 
<e  judgment  fhould  be  perverted  and  become  partial  in 
9i  palling  Sentence  on  my  eftate.  I  have,  in  fome  mea- 
%\  l\;re,  Lrought  my  heart  to  be.  willing  to  judge  and  con- 

"  demn 
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f*  demn  myfelf  for  an  hypocrite,  if  fuch  I  fhall  he  found 
*  on  trial,  as  to  approve  myfelf  for  fincere  and  upright : 
"  Yea,  I  would  have  it  fo  far  from  being  grievous  tome 
fo  to  do,  that  if  1  have  been  all  this  while  miftaken  and 
"  deceived,  I  fhall  rejoice  and  blefs  the  Lord  with  my 
"  foul,  that  now  at  laft  it  may  bedifcovered  to  me,  and 
"  1  may  be  fet  right,  though  I  lay  the  foundation  new 
*'  again.  This  I  have  labored  to  bring  my  heart  to, 
"  knowing  that  thoufands  have  dafhed  and  fplit  to  pieces 
"  upon  this  rock.  And  indeed  he  that  will  own  the 
"  perfon  of  a  judge,  muft  put  off  the  perfon  of  a 
"  friend. 

"  3.  It  hath  been  my  endeavor  to  keep  upon  my  heart  a 
"  deep  fenfe  of  that  great  judgement-day  throughout  this 
"  work;  as  knowing  by  experience  what  a  potent  in- 
"  fluence  this  hath  on  the  confcience,  to  make  it  delibe- 
"  rate,  ferious  and  faithful  in  its  work ;  and  therefore  I 
"  have  demanded  of  my  own  confcience,  before  the  re- 
"  folution  of  each  queftion.  O  my  confcience,  deal 
*'  faithfully  with  me  in  this  particular,  and  fay  no  more 
"  to  me  than  thou  wilt  own  and  (land  to  in  the  great 
"  day,  when  the  counfels  of  all  hearts  fhall  be  made 
"  manifefi. 

"  4.  Having  ferioufly  weigh  i  each  mark,  and  con- 
€C  fidered  wherein  the  weight  and  fubftance  of  it  lieth,  I 
"  have  gone  to  the  Lord  in  prayer  for  his  affiflancr, 
<c  ere  1  have  drawn  up  the  anfwer  of  my  confcience ; 
"  and  as  my  heart  hath  been  perfuaded  therein,  fo  have 
"  1  determined  and  refolved ;  what  hath  been  clear  to  my 
"  experience,  I  have  fo  fet  down ;  and  what  hath  been 
f*  dubious,  I  have  here  left  it  fo. 

"  5.  I  have  made  choice  of  the  fitted  feafons  I  had 
f*  for  this  work,  and  fet  to  it  when  I  have  found  my 
"  heart  in  the  moft  quiet  and  ferious  frame.  For  as  he 
"  that  will  fee  his  face  in  a  glafs,  mult  be  fixt,  not  in 
"  motion,  or  in  the  water,  muft  make  no  commotion 
"  in  it ;  fo  it  is  in  this  cafq. 

**  Laftly,  To  the  end  I  may  be  fuccefsful  in  this 
**  work,  I  have  labored  all  along  carefully  to  dillin- 
"  guifli  betwixt  fuch  fins  as  are  grounds  of  doubt- 
"  ing,  and  fuch  as  are  only  grounds  of  humiliation  ; 
44  knowing  that  not  every  evil  is  a  ground  of  doubt- 
44  ing,  though  all,  even  the  fmajlelt  infirmities,  ad- 
tc  minifter  matter  of  humiliation :  And  thus  I  have 
"  defired  to  enterprize  this  great  bufinefs.     O  Lord, 

"  affill 
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*c  a/Till  thy  fervant,  that  he  may  not  mi  (lake  here- 
**  in  ;  but  if  his  confeience  do  now  condemn  him,  he 
"  mav  lav  a  better  foundation  whilit  lie  hath  time  :  and 
"  it  it  fhall  now  acquit  him,  he  may  alio  have  boldnefs 
ct  in  the  day  of  judgement. " 

Tih-.ih  things  bcin^  previoufly  difpatched,  he  tried 
himlelf  by  the  fcripturc  marks  of  fincerity  and  regene- 
ration; by  this  means  he  attained  to  a  well-grounded 
aflu ranee,  the  ravilhing  comforts  of  which  were  many- 
times  flicd  abroad  in  his  foul :  This  made  him  a  power- 
ful and  iuccefsful  preacher,  as  one  who  fpoke  from  his 
own  heart  to  thofe  of  others.  He  preached  what  he  felt, 
what  he  had  handled,  what  he  had  feen  and  tafted  of  the 
word  of  life  ;  and  they  felt  it  alfo. 

We  may  guefs  what  a  fweet  and  blefled  intercourfe  he 
had  with  heaven,  from  that  hinrory  we  meet  with  in 
his  "  npst/f/*7oA$^i*,**  p,  323,  which  I  refer  to,  and  like- 
wife  from  that  revelation  he  had  of  his  father  and  mo- 
ther's death,  p.  339.  He  was  a  mighty  wreftler  with 
GOD  in  fecret  prayer,  and  particularly  begged  of  him 
to  crown  his  fermons,  printed  books  and  private  dif- 
courfes,  wTith  the  converiion  of  poor  finners,  a  work 
which  his  heart  was  much  fet  upon.  It  pleafed  GOD  to 
anfwer  hirr«  by  many  inftances,  cf  which  the  two  that 
follow  def  rve  peculiar  notice. 

In  1^73,  there  came  into  Dartmouth  port  a  (hip  of  Poz!y 
in  hrr  rv.iiirn  from  I'hjinui ;  the  furgcon  ot  this  ihip, 
a  hiitv  vour^r  man  of  twentv-threc  vears  ofa^c,  tell  into  a 
deep  mv'ancholv,  which  the  devil  unproved  to  make  him 
murder  himf  If.  This  he  attempted  on  the  Lord's  day 
early  in  the  morning,  when  lie  was  in  bed  with  his 
brother  ;  he  hrll  cut  his  own  throat  with  a  knite  he  had 
p!f-;vir d  on  purpofe,  ami  leaping  out  of  the  bed,  thru  ft 
it  in;o  his  ftomach,  and  ft)  l.:V  wallowing  in  his  own 
Wood,  till  his  brother  awaKcd  and  cried  tor  help.  A 
phvfician  and  fureeon  were  brought,  who  concluded  the 
wound  in  h;s  throat  mortal  :  Thev  hatched  it  up  how- 
ever, and  applied  a  philter,  hut  without  hopes  of  cure, 
becaufe  he  alrt-adv  hieathed  through  the  wound,  and 
h\<  voire  was  b.  come  inarticulate.  Mr.  Furjcl  came  to 
vilir  him  in  this  condition,  and,  apprehending  him  to  he. 
within  a  few  minutes  of  eternitv,  labored  to  prepare 
him  for  it;  he  a  iked  him  h  -  own  appreheiiiions  ot  his 
condition,  and  the  vnung  man  anf\\>Ted,  *  That  he  hoped 
«  in  GO!)  for  eternal  li'ti-.'  Mr.  J  la-el  replied,  «  That  he 
<c  fr  aivd  his  hopes  were  ill-proeiuled  ;  the  lcripture  tells 
kt  u.«,  that  A&  tr.urdi rcr  h.tlh  turr.ui  life  abidin*  in  him  ; 

«  ft  If 
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*  •  ■ 

ci  felf- murder  was  the  grofTeft  of  all  murder,  Mr. 
Flavcl  infilled  fo  mucli  upon  the  aggravations  of  the  crime, 
that  the  young  man's  conscience  began  to  fail,  his  heart 
he^an  to  melt,  and  then  he  broke  out  into  tears,  bewail- 
ing his  fin  and  mifery,  and  afked  Mr.  Flavcl,  c  lr  there 
*  might  yet  he  any  hope  for  him  r'  he  toM  him,  "  There 
*<  might     And  finding  him  altogether  unacquainted  with 
the  nature  of  faith  and  repentance,  he  opened  them  to 
him.    The  poor  man  fucked  in  this  doclrine  greedily, 
prayed  with  great  vehemence  to  GOD  that  he  would 
work  them  on  his  foul,  and  intrcatcd  Mr.  Flavcl  to 
pray  with  him,  and  for  him,  that  he  might  bo,  though  late, 
a  fincere  gpfpel  penitent,  and  found  believer.    Mr.  Flavcl 
prayed  with  him  accordingly,  and  it  pleafed  GOD  ex- 
ceedingly to  melt  the  young  man's   heart    during  the 
performance  of  that  duty.    He  was  very  loth  to  part 
with  Mr.  Flavcl,  hut  the  duty  of  the  day  obliged  him 
to  be  gone ;  in  a  few  ^rords  ha  fummed  up  thole  coun- 
ters that  he  thought  moft  neceflary,  and  fo  took  his  fare- 
wel  of  him,  never  expecling  to  fee  him  any  more  in  thi* 
world.    But  it  pleafed  GOD  to  order  it  otherwife;  the 
young  man  continued  alive,  contrary  to  all  expectation, 
panted  earneftly  after  the  Lord  Jcjus,  and  no  difcourfe 
was  pleafing  to  him,  but  that  of  Cbr'ift  and  faith.  In 
this  frame  Mr.  Flavcl  found  him  in  the  evening;  he  re- 
joiced greatly  when  he  favv  him  come  again,  intreated 
him  to  continue  his  difcourfe  upon  this  fubjedt,  and  told 
him,  *  Sir,  the  Lord  hath  given  me  repentance  for  this, 

*  and  for  all  my  other  fins;  I  fee  the  evil  of  them  now, 
'  fo  as  I  never  law  them  before!  O  I  loath  myfelf{ 

*  I  do  alfo  believe,  Lord,  help  my  unbelief!  I  am  heartily 

*  willing  to  take  Chrift  upon  his  own  terms;  but  one 

*  thing  troubles  me,  I  doubt  this  bloody  fin  will  not  be 

*  pardoned.  Will  Jefus  Chrijl,  faid  he,  apply  his  blood 
1  to  me,  that  have  fried  my  own  blood  V  Mr.  Flavcl 
told  him,  "  That  the  Lord  Jefits  had  fhed  his  blood 
"  for  them  that  with  wicked  hands  had  Hied  his  own 
"  blood,  which  was  a  greater  fn  than  the  fhedding  of 
"  his      to  which  the  wounded  man  replied,   '  1  will 

*  cafl  myfelf  upon  Chr'ijl,  let  him  do  what  he  will.'  In 
this  condition  Mr.  Flavcl  left  him  that  nieht. 

Next  morning  his  wounds  were  to  be  opened,  and  the 
fnrgeon's  opinion  was,  that  he  would  immediately  ex- 
pire :  Mr.  Flavcl  was  again  requeued  to  give  him  a  vifit, 
which  he  did,  found  him  in  a  very  ferious  frame,  and 
pravtd  with  him.  The  wound  in  his  ltomach  was  after- 
wards opened,  when  the  ventricle  was  fo  fwoln,  that 

it 
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it  came  out  at  the  orifice  of  the  wound,  and  lay  Iila 
a  livid  difcoloured  tripe  upon  his  body,  and  was  alfa 
put  through ;  every  one  thought  it  impoflihle  for  him 
to  live ;  however  the  lurgeon  enlarged  the  orifice  of  tjie 
wound,  fomented  it,  and  wrought  the  ventricle  again 
into  his  body,  and,  Pitching  up  the  wound,  left  his 
patient  to  the  difpofal  of  providence. 

It  pleafed  GOD  that  he  was  cured  of  thefe  dangerous 
wounds  in  his  body;  and,  upon  folid  grounds  of  a  ra- 
tional charity,  there  was  reafon  to  believe  that  he  was 
alfo  cured  ot  that  more  dangerous  wound  which  fin  had 
made  on  his  foul.  Mr.  Flared  fpent  many  hours  with 
him  during  the  time  of  his  illnefs;  and  when  the  fur- 
geon  returned  to  Pool,  after  his  recovery,  Mr.  Samuel 
Hardy,  that  worthy  minifter  there,  thanked  Mr.  Flavel,  in 
a  letter,  for  the  great  pains  he  had  taken  with  that  young 
man,  and  congratulated  his  fuccefs,  afluring  him,  that 
if  ever  a  great  and  thorough  work  was  wrought,  it  was 
upon  that  man. 

The  fecond  inftance  is  this  :  Mr.  Flavel  being  in  Lon- 
don in  1673,  his  old  bookfeller  Mr.  Boulter*  gave  him 
this  following  relation,  *  That  fome  time  be* 

*  fore,  there  came  into  his  (hop  a  fparkifh  gentleman 

*  to  enquire  for  fome  play  books;  Mr.  Boulter  told  hiin 

*  he  had  none,  but  /hewed  him  Mr.  FlaveFs  little  treatife 
'  of  u  Keeping  the  Heart,"  intreated  him  to  read  it, 
'  and  affured  him  it  would  do  him  more  good  than 

*  play  books.'  The  gentleman  read  the  title,  and  glancing* 
upon  feveral  pages  here  and  there,  broke  out  into  thefe 
and  fuch  other  expreflions,    c  What  a  damnable  fanatic 

*  was  he  who  made  this  book  r'  Mr.  Boulter  begged  of 
him  to  buv  and  read  it,  and  told  him  *  he  had  no  caufe 

*  to  cenfure  it  fo  bitterly  ;'  at  laft  he  hoiight  it,  but  told 
bim  *  he  would  not  rend  it.'    '  What  will  you  do  with 

*  it  then,  faid  Mr.  Boulter  .*•'  I  will  tear  and  burn 
c  it,  faid  he,  and  fend  it  to  the  devil.'  Mr.  Qoulter 
told  him,  *  then  he  mould  not  have  it.'  Upon  this 
the  gentleman  promifed  to  rc;d  it;  and  Mr.  Boulter  told 
him,  c  If  he  dill ikeel  ir.  upon  reading,  Ke  would  return 

*  him  his  money.'  About  a  month  after,  the  gentle- 
man came  to  the  fnop  again  in  a  very  mode  ft  habit, 
and,  with  a  ferious  countenance,  befpeak*  Mr.  Boulter 

•  thus  :  *  Sir,  I  inoft  heartily  thank  you  for  putting  this 

*  book  into  my  hands;  1  blefs  GOD  that  moved  vou  tQ 

*  do  it,  it  hath  faved  my  foul;  blefled  be  GOD  that  ever 
€  1  came  into  your  mop.'    And  then  he  bought  a  hun- 
dred 
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«!red  more  of  thofe  books  of  him,  told  him  (  he  would 
4  give  them  to  the  poor  who  could  not  buy  them,*  and 
fo  left  him,  praifing  and  admiiing  the  gaodnefs  of  GOD. 
Thus  it  pleafed  GOD  to  blefs  the  leimons,  difcourfes 
and  writings  of  Mr.  Ffavil. 

He  never  delighted  in  controverfies,  but  was  obliged, 
contrary  to  his  inclinations,  to  write  again!}  Mr.  Caryy 
the  principal  baptirt  in  Dartmouth,  With  whom  hdwever 
he  maintained  a  friendly  and  chriftian  correfpondence. 
When  he  wrote  his  "  Plavclogia,  or,  Blow  at  the  Root," 
he  declared  to  his  friends,  that  though  thofe  fludies  were 
very  necelTary,  he  took  no  pleafuie  in  them,  but  had 
rather  be  employed  in  practical  divinity.  When  he 
eompofed  his  "  Rcafonablenefs  of  perlonal  Reformation.*5 
he  told  an  intimate  acquaintance  ot  his,  "  That  he  fel- 
"  dom  had  a  vain  thought  to  interrupt  him,  which  made 
<c  him  hope  it  would  do  the  more  good  in  the  world." 
He  pur  poled  to  have  enlarged  his  book  of  **  Sacra- 
14  -mental  Meditations,"  and  had  mofl  judicioufly  flated 
jmd  handled  feveral  cafes  of  conscience  on  that  occafion, 
which  he  defigned  to  have  inferted  in  the  next  edition, 
but  lived  not  to  finifli  them  for  the  prefs. 

Many  times,  when  he  preached  abroad,  he  has  had 
letters  lent  him  from  unknown  perfons,  informing  him 
how  GOD  had  blelTed  his  miniflry  to  their  fouls,  and 
converted  them  from  being  bitter  enemies  to  religion. 
This  encouraged  him  when  he  rode  abroad,  not  only 
to  accept  of  invitations  to  preach,  but  many  times  to 
offer  his  labors  unto  thofe  that  would  be  pleated  to  hear 
him ;  though  for  this  he  had  no  occafion  where  he  was 
known,  the  people  being  generally  importunate  with  him. 
One  day  after  a  long  and  hard  journey,  an  intimate  friend 
of  his,  out  of  a  tender  regard  to  him,  prefled  him  with 
cogent  arguments  to  forbear  preaching  at  that  feafon, 
hut  could  not  prevail  with  him;  his  bowels  of  com- 
panion to  needy  and  perifhing  fouls  made  him  overlook 
all  confiderations  of  himfelf :  lie  preached  an  excellent 
iermon,  by  which  there  was  one  converted,  as  he  de- 
clared himfelf  afterwards  Upon  his  admiilion  to  the 
Lord's  table. 

The  laft  fermon  that  he  preached  to  his  people  at 
Dartmouth,  was  on  a  public  day  of  falling  and  humilia- 
tion ;  in  the  clofe  of  which  he  was  enlarged  in  fuch  an 
extraordinary  a  manner,  when  offering  up  praifes  to 
GOD  for  mercies  received,  that  he  teemed  to'  be  in  an 
exrafy.  This  happened  about  a  week  before  his  death, 
and  may  be  juftly  accounted  a  foretafte  of  thofe  heavenly 
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raptures  that  he  now  enjoys  among/!  the  blefled  fpiiiti 
above. 

The  lad  fermon  he  preached  was  on  the  2ift  of  June 
1691,  at  jijbburtc.n>  from  1  Cor.  x.  12.  1  Therefore  let  bint 
that  [fiandeth,  take  heed  A-/?  /v  ////.  It  was  a  very  pa- 
thetic and  excellent  dilcou  rfo,  tending  to  awaken  care- 
lefs  profefTors,  and  to  itir  them  up  to  he  folicitous  about 
their  fouls.  After  having  preached  this  ferriion,  he  went 
to  Exeter;  and  at  Topj'h,:^,  within  tin  re  miles  of  that 
city,  he  p refuted  as  moderator  in  an  aiFembly  of  the 
nonconform  ill  minivers  of  VX  ■ire,  who  unanimoufly 
voted  htm  into  the  chair:  The  occalien  of  their  meeting 
was  about  a  1  union  betwixt  the  prefhyterians  and  in- 
dependents, which  Mr.  I'Luel  was  vet  y  zealous  to  pro- 
mote, and  brought,  to  l'o  peat  an  i:u:e  in  thofc  parts, 
that  the  miniiUrs  decland  their  fatisfaction  with  the 
heads  of  agreement  concluded  on  bv  the  London  mi- 
hiflers  of  thole  denominations.  Mr.  Flavel  clofed  the 
work  of  the  day  with  prayer  and  prai'.f  s,  in  which  his 
fpirit  was  earned  out  wi:n  wondeiiul  enlargement  and 
aifcclion. 

lie  wrote  a  letter  to  an  eminent  minifter  in  London, 
with  an  account  of  their  proceedings,  that  fame  day 
that  he  died;  providence  ordering  it  fo,  that  he  lhould 
nniih  that  good  work  his  heart  was  io  intent  upon,  before 
he  nnifhed  his  courie. 

The  manner  of  his  death  was  fudden  and  furprifmg  : 
His  friends  thought  him  as  well  that  day  in  the  evening 
of  which  he  died,  as  he  had  been  tor  many  years  :  To- 
wards the  end  of  fupper  he  complained  of  a  deadnefs 
in  one  tif  his  hands,  that  he  could  not  lift  it  up  to  his 
head.  This  (truck  his  wife  and  his  friends  about  him 
into  an  aftonifliment :  th°v  uied  fome  means  to  recover 
it  to  its  former  ftrength,  but  inllead  thereof,  to  their 
great  grief  the  clifter.ipef  fei/ad  upon  all  one  fide  of 
his  body.  They  put  him  to  bed  with  all  fpced,  and 
fent  for  phyficians,  hut  to  no  puipofe;  his  diltemper 
prevailed  upon  him  fu  fair,  that  in  a  fliort  time  it  made 
him  fpeechlefs.  He  was  fcnfiMe  ol  his  approaching 
death;  and  when  they  carried  him  un  Hairs,  exprelTed 
his  opinion  c£  That  it  would  be  *he  lafl  time  but  added, 
"  I  know  that  it  will  be  well  wi'b  me  ;"  which  were  fome 
of  his  laft  words.  Thus  died  this  holy  man  of  GOD 
fuddenly,  and  without  pain,  not  giving  fo  much  as  one 
groan.  He  exchanged  this  life  for  a  better,  on  the  26th 
day  of  June,  1691,  in  the  64th  year  of  his  age. 

His 
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His  corpfe  was  carried  from  Exeter  to  Dartmouth,  at- 
tended by  fevcral  minillers,  and  a  great  many  other  per- 
sons of  good jjuality ;  abundance  or  people  rode  out  from 
Dartmouth^  Totntfs,  Newton,  Jlihbu\ ton,  and  other  places, 
to  meet  the  corpfe;  when  it  was  taken  out  of  the  hearie 
at  the  water-fide,  his  people  and  other  friends  could  not 
forbear  exprelfing  the  fenfe  of  their  gi  cat  lofs,  by  floods 
of  tears,  and  a  bitter  lamentation.  It  was  interred  die 
fame  night  in  Dartmouth  church,  and  next  day  Mr.  Geurge 
TroJ]i\  a  minilter  of  Exeter,  preached  his  funeral  fermon 
from  Elf  ha  a  lamentation  upon  the  tranllation  of  Elijah, 
2  Kings  ii.  12.  Afy  father,  my  father,  the  chariot  of  llVael, 
and  the  hern  men  thereof. 

We  fhall  conclude  with  a  character  of  Mr.  FlavcU 
He  was  a  man  of  a  middle  flature,  and  full  of  life  and 
activity:  He  was  very  thoughtful,  and,  when  not  dif- 
courfmg  or  reading,  much  taken  up  in  meditation,  which 
made  him  digeft  his  notions  well.  He  was  ready  to  learn 
from  every  body,  and  as  free  to  communicate  what  he 
kifew.  He  was  bountiful  to  his  own  relations,  and  very 
charitable  to  the  poor,  but  especially  to  the  houihold  of 
faith,  and  the  neceflitous  members  of  his  own  church, 
to  whom,  during  their  Hcknefs,  he  always  fent  fuitable 
fupp!k-s.  He  freely  taught  academical  learning  to  four 
young  men,  whom'he  bivd  to  the  miniltry,  and  one  of 
them  he  maintained  all  the  while  at  his  own  charge.  He 
was  exceedingly  affectionate  to  all  the  people  of  Dart- 
mouth, of  which  we  fhall  give  one  remarkable  initance : 
When  our  fleet  was  fir  A  engaged  with  the  French,  he 
called  his  people  together  to  a  folemn  fail,  and,  like  a 
man  in  an  agony,  wreitlcd  with  GOD  in  prayer  for  the 
church  and  nation,  and  particularly  for  the  poor  learn »  n 
of  Dartmouth,  that  thty  might  obtain  mercy;  the  Lord 
hoard  and  anfwered  him,  for  not  one  of  that  town  was 
killed  in  the  fight,  though  many  of  them  were  in  the 
engagement. 

As  he  was  a  faithful  ambaflador  to  his  Mafler,  he  made 
his  example  the  rule  of  his  own  practice,  and  was  fo  far 
from  reviling  again  thole  that  reviled  him,  that  he  prayed 
for  thofe  that  defpitcfully  ui'ed  him;  one  remarkable  in- 
flance  of  which  is  as  follows :  In  1685,  fome  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Dartmouth,  accompanied  too  by  fome  of  the  magif- 
trates,  made  up  his  effigy,  carried  it  through  the  Greets 
in  deriiion,  with  the  covenant  and  bill  of  exclufion  pin- 
ned to  it,  and  fet  it  upon  a  bonfire,  and  burnt  it;  fome 
of  the  fpectators  were  fo  much  atl'tcled  with  the  reproach 
and  ignominy  done  to  this  reverend  and  pious  miniflcr, 

that 
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that  they  wept,  and  others  fcoffed  and  jeered,  fr  Wa* 
obfcrvable,  that  at  the  very  fame  time,  though  he  knew 
nothing  or  the  matter,  he  was  heaping  coals  of  fire  of 
another  nature  upon  the  Heads  of  thefe  enemies ;  for  he 
was  then  praying  for  the  town  of  Dartmouth,  its  magis- 
trates and  inhabitants:  And  when  news  was  brought  him, 
upon  the  cbnclufion  of  his  prayer,  what  they  had  been 
doing,  he  lift  up  his  prayer  unto  GOD  for  them  in  our 
Saviour's  words,  "  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not 
"  what  they  dd" 

His  Works  :  I.  Unv/Axro^ytA,  of  a  Trcatife  of  the  Soul 
of  Man.  II.  The  Fountain  of  Life,  in  forty-two  Ser- 
mons. III.  The  Method  of  Grace,  in  thirty-five  Ser- 
mons. [In  both  Volumes  the  Sermons  are  on  various 
Subjects.]  IV.  England's  Duty,  in  eleven  Sermons,  on* 
Rev,  iii.  20.  V.  A  Token  for  Mourners.  VI.  Hus- 
bandry fpiritualized.  VII.  Navigation  fpiritualized. 
VIII.  Repentance  enforced  by  Arguments  from  Rcafon 
only.  IX.  Several  other  Pieces,  collected  fince  his 
Death,  nre  printed  in  two  Volumes,  foL  with  his  Life  pre- 
fixed.   They  may  alfo  be  had  in  eight  Volumes,  %vo* 


JOHN  CONANT,  D.  D. 

THIS  learned  and  eminent  EngYifh  Divine,  was  boin 
upon  the  18th  of  Otizber,  in.  the  year  1608,  at 
Teatenton  in  Devon/hire.  He  was  defcended  from  a  very 
good  family,  of  a  competent  fortune,  that  had  flout  ilhed 
for  many  yenrs  in  that  county,  but  was  originally  French. 
He  was  educated  in  claiheal  learning  at  private  fchools 
under  the  infpedtion  of  his  uncle,  the  reverend  John 
Con  ant ;  and  in  the  year  1626,  entered  by  him  of  Exeter- 
College  in  Oxford,  of  which  he  had  been  himfelf  nine  years 
a  fellow.  He  ftudied  there  with  vigor  and  application, 
and  foon  diftinguifhed  himfelf  for  uncommon  parts  and 
learning.  He  was  very  remarkable  for  the  purity  and 
pcrfpicuity  of  his  Latin  Ityle;  and  of  the  Greek  he  was 
fo  perfect  a  matter,  as  often  to  difpute  publicly  in  that 
language  in  the  fchools ;  which  extraordinary  accom- 
plishments recommended  him  highly  to  Dr.  "John  Pri- 
deaux>  then  rector  of  Exetir -Coll*c,  and  the  king's  pro* 
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f:Tor  in  divinity,  who,  according  to  the  fafhion  of  wit 
ih  thofe  times,  ufed  to  fay  of  him,  i  Conanti  nihil 
1  difficile?  which,  in  one  fenfe,  implies,  to  him  who  en- 
deavors, every  thing  is  eafy;  and  in  another,  there  is 
nothing  difficult  to  Cortant.  And  he  faid  of  him,  *  Jack 
*  Cortant  will  have  my  place;'  both  which  eminent  places 
that  Dr.  Prideaux  then  enjoyed,  were,  in  procefs  of  time, 
conferred  on  Dr.  Cen&nt.  He  took  his  degrees  regularly; 
and,  upon  the  third  of  July  1633,  was  chofen  fellow  of 
his  college,  hi  which  he  became  an  eminent  tutor. 

Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war,  he  judged  it 
convenient  to  leave  the  univerfity;  and  he  did  fb  in  the 
year  1642.  He  retired  firft  to  Lymington,  his  uncle'i 
living  in  Somerfet/hi're ;  where,  his  uncle  being  fled,  and 
he  in  orders,  he  officiated  as  Jong  as  he  could  continue 
there  with  fufety.  While  he  was  at  Lymington,  he  Was 
conftituted  by  the  parliament  one  of  the  aflembly  of  di- 
vines ;  but  it  is  faid,  that  he  never  fat  among  them,  of 
at  leaft  very  feldorri,  fince  it  is  certain,  that  he  never 
took  the  covenant.  He  afterwards  followed  his  uncle" 
to  London  ;  and  then  became  a  domeftic  chaplain  to  the 
the  lord  Chandos,  in  whofe  family  he  lived  at  Harcfieldi 
near  Uxbridve*  He  is  faid  to  have  fought  this  fituation, 
for  the  fake  of  keeping  hirhfelf  as  clear  from  all  engage- 
ments and  ftrapes,  as  the  nature  and  fickle  condition  of 
thofe  times  would  permit.  Upon  the  fame  motive,  he 
rehgned  his  fellow/hip  of  Exeter-College,  on  the  27th  of 
September  1647;  but,  upon  the  7th  of  June  1649,  was 
wianimoufly  cnofen  rc&or  of  it  by  the  fellows,  without 
any  application  of  his  own. 

In  a  very  friort  time  however,  after  being  thus  fet- 
tled, he  was  in  great  danger  of  being  driven  out  of  all 
public 'employment  again;  and  this  by  the  parliament's 
enjoining  what  was  was  called  the  engagement,  which  he 
did  not  take  within  the  time  prefcribed.  He  had  a  fort- 
night given  him  to  confider  further  of  it ;  at  the  end  of 
which  he  fubmitted,  but  under  a  declaration,  fubferibed 
at  the  fame  time  with  the  engagertient,  which  in  fa£fc 
enervated  that  inftrument  entirely.  The  terms  of  the 
engagement  were  :  '  You  fhall  promife  to  be  true  and 
c  faithful  to  the  commonwealth  of  England,  a5  it  is  now 
1  eftablifhed  without  king  or  houfe  of  lords.'  Dr.  Co- 
nttnfs  declaration  before  the  corrtmiflioners,  when  he  took 
the  engagement,  was  in  this  form  and  manner.  "  Being 
"  required  to  fubferibe,  I  humbly  premife,  Firft,  That 
44  I  be  not  hereby  underftood  to  approve  of  what  hath 
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"  been  done  in  order  unto,  or  under  this  prefent  gc- 
*c  vernment,  or  the  government  itfelf :  Nor  will  I  be 
"  thought  to  condemn  it,  they  being  things  above  my 
"  reach,  and  I  not  knowing  the  grounds  of  the  proceed- 
"  ings.  Secondly,  That  1  do  not  bind  myfelf  to  do  any 
"  thing  contrary  to  the  word  of  GOD.  Thirdly,  That  I 
"  do  not  fo  hereby  bind  myfelf ;  but  that,  if  GOD  mail 
"  remarkably  call  me  to  fubmit  to  any  other  power,  I 
"  may  be  at  liberty  to  obey  that  call,  notwithstanding 
"  the  prefent  engagement.  Fourthly,  In  this  fenfe,  and 
"  in  this  fenfe  only,  I  do  promife  to  be  true  and  faithful  to 

the  prefent  government,  as  it  is  now  eflabliihed  without 
"  king  or  houfe  of  lords." 

This  difficulty  being  got  over,  he  went  on  to  difcharge 
his  office  of  rector  ot  Exeter -College  with  great  approba- 
tion; and,  in  December  1654,  became  divinity  profeflbr  of 
the  univerfity  of  Oxford.  In  the  year  1657,  he  accepted 
the  impropriate  rectory  of  Abergcley  near  St.  AJaph  in 
Denbigh/bire9  as  fome  latisfaclion  for  the  benefices,  for- 
merly annexed  to  the  divinity  chair,  which  he  never  en- 
joyea;  but  knowing  it  to  have  belonged  to  the  bifhopric 
of  St.  AJaph,  he  immediately  quitted  it,  upon  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  epifcopacy.  On  the  19th  of  Oclober  1657, 
he  was  admitted  vice-chancellor  of  the  univerfity;  whiclf 
high  dignity  he  held  till  the  ift  of  Auguft  1660.  During 
his  office,  he  was  very  inftrumental  in  procuring  Mr. 
Seldens  large  and  valuable  collection  of  books  for  thai 
public  library;  and  had  a  great  hand  in  -d creating  a  de- 
£gn,  to  which  the  protector  Oliver  gave  htt  content,  ot 
creeling  a  kind  of  univerfity  at  Durham. 

Upon  the  reftoration  of  K.  Charles  II.  Dr.  Conant,  as' 
vice-chancellor  of  Oxford,  came  up  to  London,  attended 
by  the  proctors,  and  many  of  the  principals ;  and  was  in- 
troduced to  the  king,  to  whom  he  made  a  Latin  fpeccb, 
and  prefented  a  book  of  verfes,  written  by  the  members 
of  the  univerfity.  On  the  25th  of  March  1661,  the 
king  iffued  a  com  million  for  the  review  of  the  book  of 
common  prayer,  in  which  Dr.  Conant  was  one  of  the 
commiflioners,  and  affiled  at  the  Savoy  conferences. 
But  after  this,  upon  the  paffing  of  the  act  of  uniformity, 
not  thinking  it  right  to  conform,  he  fuifered  himfelf  to  be 
deprived  of  his  preferments,  and  accordingly  his  rectory 
of  Exeter-College  was  pronounced  vacant,  Upon  the  lft  of 
September  1662. 

At  length,  after  eight  years  ferious  deliberation  upon 
the  nature  and  lawfulnefs  of  conformity,  his  conscience 
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iVas  fatisrted*,  and  he  refolved  to  comply  in  all  parts,  and 
in  particular  with  that  which  had  probably  ftuck  molt 
with  him,  the  being  re-ordaincd.  Accordingly  he  was 
To,  upon  the  28th  of  September  1670,  by  Dr.  Reynolds  f 
hi/hop  of  Norwich ;  whofe  daughter  he  had  married  in  Au~ 
gufi  1651,  by  whom  he  had  fix  fons  and  as  mahy  daughters* 
Preferments  were  offered  him  immediately,  and  on  the 
18th  of  December,  the  fame  year,  he  was  elected  minifter 
of  St.  Afary  Alder  manbury,  in  London ;  but  having  fpent 
fome  years  in  the  town  of  Northampton,  where  he  wa3 
much  beloved,  he  chofe  rather  to  accept  the  invitation  of 
his  neighbors  to  remain  among  them  ;  and  Dr.  Simon 
Ford,  who  was  then  minifter  of  All-Saints,  going  to  St. 
Afarys  Aldermanbury,  he  was  nominated  to  fuccecd  him  at 
Northampton,  It  is  remarkable,  that  on  the  20th  of  Sep* 
ttmbcr,  1675,  ne  nac^ tne  mortification  to  fee  the  greatelt 
part  of  his  parifli,  together  with  . his  church,  burnt  to 
the  ground,  though  providentially  his  own  houfe  efcaped; 

In  the  year  1676,  the  archdeaconry  of  Norwich  be- 
coming Vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Reynolds,  his 

F  2  brother- 

•  We  hare  a  very  curious,  as  well  as  circumftantial  account  of  his 
behavior  upon  this  occafioh,  and  of  the  methods  he  took  to  refolve 
his  own  cafe  of  ednfeience,  whether  he  ought  to  conform  or  not,  iu 
his  fon's  memoirs. 

*  He  applied  himfelf  very  clofclv,  for  Tome  timcj  to  the  ftudy  of  the 

*  controvcrfies  relating  to  conformity.  He  had  deliberately  weighed  and 
'  considered  the  whole  compafs  of  thefe  difputes,  and  made  himfelf 
'  mailer  of  every  turn  in  them.  He  had  not  only  examined  what  had 
'  been  objected  to  the  feveral  offices  of  the  liturgy,  it's  doxologiea 
'  and  refponfals,  it's  rubrics  and  kalcnilar,  and  thoroughly  conitdered 
'  all  the  phrafes  and  modes  of  exprcffion  in  each  fcrvice,  but  likc- 
'  wife  compared  it  with  ancient  liturgies,  as  well  as  wiih  the  holy 

*  fcripturcs,  doctrines  of  the  apoltle*,  and  later  rituals  and  offices. 

*  This  appears  from  his  papers  in  my  hand?,  running  over  many  of 

*  the  pallages  in  the  book  of  Common  Prayer  that  have  been  objected 

*  to,  and  giving  fuch  orthodox  ienfes  of  tnem,  as  he  concludes  were 
'  agreeable  to  the  judgement  of  the  finl  right  reverend  and  pious 
'  compilers  of  them.     And,  I  perfuade  rhyfelf,  were  they  perfect, 

*  they  might  reconcile  the  molt  Icrupulous  to  join  in  thofe  excellent 
'  forms  of  prayer.'    He  adds  afterwards,  *  Dr.  Conanfs  conformity 

*  could  not  be  iurprizing  to  any  one  that  confident  that  his  prejudices 

*  were  never  many,  and  thofe  not  ftrong  or  violent,  though  his  dc- 
«  terminations  were  flow  and  adviied.     One  would  lather  wonder, 

*  that  he  did  not  conform  much  fooncr  than  he  did,  fincc  it  is  certain, 

*  that  his  temper  was  never  Cowered  by  the  lofs  of  his  college  j  that 

*  he  had  an  awful  regard  for  the  commands  of  authority  in  things  in* 
«  different ;  that  he  conltantly  blamed  thole  who  held  their  aflemblies 

*  at  hours  that  interfered  with  the  public  worftiip  of  GOD,  in  af- 

*  front  to  the  civil  fanclions  of  the  laws,  to  good  order  and  paiochial 
4  communion  ;  that  he  was  fo  far  from  being  ambitious  of  a  feparate 
'  congregation,  or  covetous  of  their  contributions,  that  he  had  in- 
«  duftrioufly  kept  out  of  the  way  of  both/ 
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brother-in-law,  the  bifliop  offered  him  that  preferment* 
with  this  lingular  compliment,  '  1  do  not  expect  thank:* 

*  from  you,  but  I  will  be  very  thankful  to  you  if  you 
«  will  accept  of  it  He  accepted  it  after  fome  delibera- 
tion, and  discharged  the  office  worthily,  as  Jong  as  health 
permitted  him** 

Upon  the  3d  of  December  1681 ,  he  was  rnft ailed  a  pre- 
bendary in  the  church  of  fVorcefler,    The  earl  of  Radnor , 
an  old  friend  and  contemporary  of  his  at  Exeter -College 
alked  it  for  him  from  K.  Charles  1L  inthefe  terms  :  '  Sir, 
€  I  come  to  beg  a  perferment  of  you  for  a  very  deferving 

*  perfon,  who  never  fought  any  thing  for  himfelf,'  and, 

upon 

•  He  was  not  only  conftantly  refident  In  his  parifh,  except  when  his 
ether  offices  abfolutcly  required  his  attendance,  but  alfo  conliantly 
officiated  in  perfon,  preaching  twice  every  Sunday,  and  taking  care  to 
inculcate  practical  religion  in  the  plaineft  and  moft  pathetic  language. 
In  the  evenings  he  catechized  the  children  j  and,  amongfl  them,  his 
own  were  always  prefent.  He  feldom,  if  ever,  vifited  his  parifluoners, 
more  efpecially  thofe  of  the  better  fort,  in  a  ceremonious  wayj  but  his 
clerk  had  Arict  orders  to  inform  him  when  any  were  fick,  and  then* 
without  flaying  to  be  fent  for,  he  readily  waited  upon  the  meancft  of 
his  flock.  He  was  not  afraid  to  fpeak  freely  where  it  waj  neceflary, 
out  of  any  refpeel  to  perfons  j  and,  where  he  faw  the  appearance  of 
diitref*,  he  relieved  with  a  bounty  fuitable  rather  to  his  inclination? 
than  his  circumliances.  He  was  one  of  the  mod  remarkable  cal'uifts  in  his 
time,  and  was  not  only  refortcd  to  by  fome  who  lived  at  a  great  diftance, 
but  his  advice  was  likewifc  afked,  by  letters/  even  from  foreigners.  As 
his  duties  took  up  a  great  part  of  his  time,  fo  the  ftiort  fpaces,  that  he 
allowed  to  thofe  relaxations  which  arc  abfolutely  necefTarv  for  the  relief 
of  human  nature,  were  dedicated  to  things  that  would  have  hardly 
ailed  with  many  for  recreation.  Reading  a  few  pages  in  the  dailies, 
earing  fome  remarkable  piece  of  hillory,  and  difcourfing  upon  it  to- 
his  children,  or  explaining  to  them  fome  point  in  Natural  Philofophy, 
that  they  might  have  juft  notions  of  the  wii'dom  of  Providence,  and  an 
early  impreflionof  the  reverence  due  to  it's  divine  Author,  were  his  only 
divriftons.  Yet,  with  all  this  ltri&nefs  of  manners,  he  had  nothing 
either  of  morofenefs  or  pride,  great  evenne/s  of  temper,  which  never 
role  higher  than  being  chearful  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  was  never 
dcpiefledl>y  temporal  lofl'es,  or  corporal  pain;  his  humility  fo  true, 
that  it  difcovered  itfelf  upon  all  occafionsj  he  knew  little  of  form  and 
ceremonies,  and,  from  the  little  he  did  know,  defpiled  them  j  yet,  from 
natural  fweetnefs  of  temper,  he  was  obliging  to  all,  and  courte- 
ous to  even  the  meaneft  in  his  parifh.  His  charity,  as  has  been  before 
hinted,  had  lefs  relation  to  his  circumftances  than  any  other  point  of 
his  conduct.  At  Northampton,  for  twenty  years  together,  he  paid  for. 
the  fchooling  of  poor  children,  never  fewer  than  twenty-four,  and 
fometitnes  nearer  forty ;  and  thefe  he  placed  out  with  feveral  needy 
widows,  that  what  he  gave  might  contribute  to  their  afliftance.  He  was, 
upon  all  occafions,  ready  to  promote  the  relief  fought  by  fti  angers,  of 
which  various  in  (lances  are  given  in  his  fon's  memoirs  ;  but  we  have 
already  exceeded  the  ufual  limits  of  fuch  art  article,  for  which  the 
worth  of  it  mud  be  our  apology,  for  it  would  be  hard,  as  well  as 
unjuft,  to  fay  but  little  of  fo  great  and  good  a  Man. 
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tipon  naming  him,  the  king  very  kindly  confented.  In 
the  year  1686,  after  his  eyes  had  been  for  fome  time  weak, 
he  loft  his  fight  entirely ;  but  he  did  not  die  till  the  12th 
of  AJarch  1693,  when  he  was  in  the  eighty-fixth  year  of 
his  age.  He  was  buried  in  his  own  pariih  church  of  All- 
Saints  in  Northampton,  where  a  monument  was  ere&ed 
over  him  by  his  widow  with  a  fuitable  infcription. 

He  was  a  Man  of  very  folid  and  extenfive  learning  ; 
yet  fo  very  modeft,  it  is  laid,  that  though  he  underftood 
moll  of  the  oriental  languages,  and  was  particularly  verfed 
in  the  Syriac,  yet  few  people  knew  it.  There  have  been 
publifhed  fix  volumes  of  his  fermons  :  The  firft  in  1693, 
and  dedicated  by  himfelf  to  the  inhabitants  of  Northampton; 
the  fecond  after  his  death,  in  1697,  by  John  bilhop  of 
Chlchejlcr ;  the  third  in  1698;  the  fourth  in  1703;  the 
fifth  in  1708,  by  the  fame  editor;  the  fixth  in  1722,  by 
Pigby  Cotes,  M.  A.  principal  of  Magdalen-Hall  in  Oxford* 


ROBERT  FLEMING, 


WE  are  indebted  for  the  memoir  of  this  extraordi- 
nary Man  to  the  funeral  fermon,  preached  upon 
his  death  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Daniel  Burgefs,  who  informs 
us,  that  our  Author  was  born  at  Bathens,  the  feat  of  the 
earls  of  Tweedale,  in  the  year  1630,  where  his  father, 
lames  Fleming,  was  long  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel;  and, 
being  a  learned  pious  man,  took  great  care  of  his  fon 
Robert's  education,  fending  him  hrft  to  the  univerfity 
of  Edinburgh,  where  he  went  through  the  courfe  of  phi-* 
lofophy  with  great  applaufe,  and  made  great  progrefs  in 
the  learned  languages ;  and  then  removed  him  to  St, 
Andrews,  where  he  ftudied  divinity  under  the  tuition  of 
the  famous  Mr.  Rutherford,  His  natural  parts  were  ex- 
cellent, his  underftanding  quick  and  penetrating,  his  judge- 
ment clear  and  profound,  his  fancy  rich  and  fluent,  his 
memory  ftrong,  and  his  expreflions  mafculine,  and  of  a 
peculiar  grace,  efpecially  to  thpfe  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  idiom  and  accents  of  his  country  language.  Thefe 

F  3  talents 
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talents  he  fo  cultivated  by  diligent  ftudy,  that  his  acquired 
learning  was  anfwcrable  to  them.  He  made  particular  ap- 
plication to  hiflory,  efpecially  facred  hiftory  ;  but  to  him 
all  hiitory  was  facred ;  valuing  the  knowledge  of  all  things 
human,  only  as  they  led  to  a  further  knowledge  of  GOD, 
with  whofe  holy  counfels  and  ways  he  was  early  and 
deeply  acquainted. 

*e  His  converfion  to  GOD,  (fays  Mr.  Burgtfs)  was 
indeed  early  and  diftinguifhing.  It  was  but  a  little 
while  that  he  had  dwelt  in  this  world,  before  GOD  dwelt 
in  him,  and  he  in  GOD ;  and  that  fo  evidently  in  the 
exercife  of  chriitian  graces,  that  little  more  doubt  was 
made  of  his  being  born  again  from  above,  than  of  his 
being  born  of  a  woman.  He  walked  with  GOD  as 
Enoch  of  old,  humbly,  felf-denied,  blamelcfs  in  all  the 
ways  of  holinefs,  having  a  refpedt  to  all  GOD's  com- 
mands. His  folemn  dedication  of  himfelf  to  GOD  was. 
frequent;  his  foliloquies  with  him  almoft  perpetual;  and 
it  was  his  conftant  cuflom,  from  the  age  of  iiftecn  or  fix- 
teen,  to  let  apart  the  firfl:  day  of  every  year  for  re- 
newing his  covenant  with  GOD  ;  pr,  if  interrupted  that 
day,  to  take  the  next. 

Before  he  was  full  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  was 
called  to  a  paftoral  charge  at  Cambujlang,  in  Clydfdalc, 
where  he  mi.iiftered  till  after  the  reltoration  of  K.  Char  lei, 
II.  when  a  perfecution  arofe,  and  by  certain  a&s,  par- 
ticularly one  called  the  Glafgow  acl,  near  four  hundred 
miniflers  were  ejected,  of  whom  Mr.  Fleming  was  one, 
fey  this  time  he  had  a  wife  (Chrifiiana  Hamilton,  a  wo- 
man juftly  admired  for  her  perfon,  gifts,  and  graces) 
and  (even  children,  whom  with  himfelf  he  chearfully 
committed  to  the  providential  care  of  GOD,  and  with 
great  humility  received  his  expulfion.  His  fhare  of 
worldly  iubftance  feemed  to  be  according  to  ^gurs 
wifh  :  He  has  told  me  (fays  Mr.  D,  Burgcfs)  that,  with 
Luther,  he  never  defircd  much  of  this  world,  or  was 
very  careful  about  it ;  and  that  in  the  times  of  tribu- 
lation, his  table  was  fpread,  and  cup  nlled,  and  his  head 
anointed  with  frefh  oil.  He  was  enabled  to  give  his. 
children  a  liberal  education,  and  to  be  rich  in  good  works  ; 
but  for'  himfelf  he  had  no  treafure  laid  up  but  in  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  '*  ,My  life  (fays  he)  was  once  made 
«  up  of  fceming  contrarieties;  great  outward  trouble, 

and  great  inward  comfort.  And  I  never  found  (adds 
*f  he)  more  comfort,  than  when  ]  was  under  mofl  at* 
"  flidlion," 

Fox 
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For  Tome  time  after  he  was  ejected,  he  lived  moftly  at 
Edinburgh,  and  in  Fife,  till  September  1673,  wnen  all  ' 
the  miniiters  in  and  about  Edinburgh  were  called  to  ap- 
pear before  the  council  to  hear  their  fentence,  and  to 
repair  to  the  places  of  their  confinement ;  but  he  and 
fome  others  not  appearing ;  they  were  ordered  to  be  ap- 
prehended wherever  they  could  rje  found,  Which  made 
him  fhift  as  well  as  he  could  for  fome  time,  till  he  was 
at  laft- apprehended  and  imprifoned  in  the  Tolbooth  of  Edin- 
burgh, where  he  was  during  the  time  of  Botblvel  battle* 
However  he  was  foon  liberated  and  Went  to  Holland  \ 
where,  after  the  death  of  the  famous  and  faithful  Mr. 
BrriL'n,  he  was  admitted  minifter  of  the  Scots  congrega* 
tion  at  Rotterdam* 

And  here  again  his  activity  in  the  miniftry  was  fuch 
as  indeed  might  be  expected  from  a  foul,  comprehen- 
five  of  the  iiuerefts  of  GOD  and  his  church,  the  prefent 
age,  and  future  generations ;  a  foul,  inflamed  with  love> 
by  which  he  was  fweetly  conft rained  to  fpend  and  be  fpent, 
not  in  the  fupport  of  any  party,  but  of  true  catholic  chrif- 
tianity.  What  fort  of  a  writer  he  was,  his  works  fuffi- 
ciently  fhew.  In  preaching,  he  was  both  a  Boanerges 
and  a  Barnabas ;  few  knowing  better  how  to  ufe  law  and 
gofpel,  without  either  oppohng  or  confounding  them* 
For  converfe  and  for  all  things  ufeful  to  the  edifying  of 
the  church  of  GOD,  what  might  Cambujlang  teftify  of 
him  ?  what  might  Edinburgh  and  adjacent  places,  where 
after  his  ejection  from  Cambujlang,  he  lived  and  labored  * 
what  might  Rotterdam  fav,  where,  for  fo  many  years  he 
lived  a  burning  and  a  mining  light.  The  fun  (con- 
tinues his  biographer)  flood  Hill  all  the  time,  in  which 
he  had  no  defign  for  GOD's  glory  on  foot.  It  is  well 
known,  the  fun  of  his  life  fet  upon  an  excellent  defign, 
viz.  "  A  Treatife  concerning  the  way  of  the  Holy 
«*  Ghoft's  working  on  the  fouls  of  men;  efpecially,  after 
"  converfion,  in  communion  between  GOD  and  them." 
He  was  more  than  ordinaily  fuccefsful  in  his  minifterial 
labors,  and  had  a  numerous  fpirituaj  progeny;  among 
whom  were  his  two  furviving  ions. 

As  he  was  truly  religious,  fo  he  was  of  a  peaceable 
and  friendly  difpofition;  often  faying,  "  What  a  fervant 
"  the  bond  of  love  is  to  the  unity  and  purity  of  faith." 
Speaking  of  the  differences  of  brethren  in  this  city, 
[London]  he  thus  exprefled  himfelf;  "  I  am  ama2ed  to 
"  fee  good  men  thus  tear  one  another  in  the  dark.  Nor 
«*  can  I  undcrftand  how  they  fhould  have  gra  e  in  due. 

F  4  "  exercife*. 

-- 
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**  exercife,  who  value  their  particular  defigns  above  the 
intereft  of  the  catholic  church,  and  who  confine  reli- 
ef gion  to  their  own  notions  and  models."  To  one  that 
complained  of  reproaches  from  pretended  friends,  his  an- 
iwer  was;  To  me  to  he  judged  of  man  and  of  man's 
€C  judgement  is  a  fmall  thing.  1  blefs  GOD,  I  value  not 
€C  my  own  name,  but  GOD's  only.  I  do  confefs,  when 
*c  men  wound  the  credit  of  the  gofpel  through  me; 
€i  then  it  is  hard  to  bear  up."  Nor  mould  it  be  forgotten 
what  he  faid  to  his  dear  friend,  and  fpiritual  fon,  of  this 
city,  Dr.  D.  -ff,  "  I  blefs  GOD,  in  fifteen  years  time 
(c  I  have  not  given  any  man's  credit  a  thruft,  behind  his 
€<  back:  But  when  I  had  grounds  to  fpeak  well  of  any  man, 
€i  1  have  done  fo  with  faithfulnefs ;  and  when  I  wante4 
*<  a  fubjeft  that  way,  I  kept  filence." 

He  was  a  man  fo  highly  favored  of  GOD,  and  bleffed 
with  fo  much  of  heaven  upon  earth,  as  is  not  often 
found  in  any  one  age.  His  life  was  one  continued  triumph 
over  the  law,  Tin,  death,  and  hell ;  like  Jacob  and  Ifrael, 
wreilling  and  prevailing  with  GOD ;  and  like  Mofcs,  to 
whom  GOD  fpake  as  it  were  face  to  face.  In  fhort, 
every  day  feemcd  an  holy  fabbath  and  communion-day, 
and  day  of  fpiritual  jubilee  to  him.  And  fome  time  be- 
fore he  died,  he  had  feveral  glorious  manifei^ations  of 
GOP's  love,  one  of  which  he  faid,  he  had  not  flrength 
enough  to  have  borne  much  longer, 

4  His  diary,  the  rich  treafure  pf  bis  experience  (fays 

*  Mr.  Burg/fs)  is  not  at  hand :  And  therefore  cannot,  au 

*  yet,  be  brought  into  public  light.    But  from  the  few 

*  rnamvfcripts  which  are  here  found,  I  fhall  add  fome 
«  hints  that  1  judge  to  be  very  good  directions  and  en- 
«  couragemcnts  :  1  mean  unto  the  faith  of  reliance  and 

*  of  affurance,  in  which  he  was  fo  eminent— unto  the 
'  loye  of  GCJp  and  men,  in  which  he  was  fo  vigorous-— 

*  and  unto  meditation  and  prayer  and  heavenly  minded* 
*.  nefs,  in  which  be  was  fo  grand       exemplar.  They 

*  are  indeed  hut  hints  :  And,  if  any  difference,  be,  they 
«  are  the  moft  ordinary  of  his  memorials :  The  more 

*  fublime  and  extraordinary  ones  are  kept  back  from  a  fufr 
4  picion  that  the  generality  of  good  and  honelt  Readers 

*  might  be  more  amufed  than  ediried  by  things  fo  ftupeiv 
1  dous,  and  fo  very  much  out  of  the  common  road  of 
«  chnllian  experience. 

"  Augvjl  16,  1685,  I  found  (fays  he)  (bme  fweet 
V  axcefs  to  the  l<ord  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  lively 

"  adlin^a 
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actings  of  grace ;  and  after  I  had  this  day  fet  down 
fome  remarks  of  the  day  before,  I  had  ibme  clear  iru-* 
*4  prefs  of  this.  Since  thou  art  careful  to  improve  thy 
"  talent  of  obfervation,  more  mall  be  given;  and  the 
? 6  oil  fhall  not  fail,  whilit  there  are  veflels  to  receive. 
"  And  now,  O  the  fweet  evening  of  this  fame  day, 
when  in  the  outer-walk,  (where  I  had  found  a  fore 
"  damp  for  fome  time)  the  door  was  as  it  were  caft  open, 
"  with  fuch  a  clear  imparting  of  thefe  great  confirma- 
"  tions,  that  I  hope  with  aflured  confidence,  was  the 
"  voice  of  my  beloved  GOD  and  Matter;  yea,  as  in- 
"  deed  it  had  been,  with  an  audible  voice  faid  :  I  will 
"  do  for  thee  even  exceeding  abundantly,  I  will 
"  furely  give  thee  a  deliverance,  that  fhall  make  thee  glad 
"  above  all  thy  forrows  paft.  I  do  remember  thy  prayers 
•c  and  groans  oft  in  this  walk ;  and  though  I  was  only  a 
"  witnefs  of  them  then,  yet  now  as  I  have  feen  in  fecret, 
"  fo  will  I  reward  thee  openly.  The  time  is  now  come, 
"  and  it  fhall  linger  no  more;  rejoice  and  be  glad,  O  my 
"  prifoner  of  hope,  for  the  time  of  thy  releafe  is  come  I 
"  I  remember  thy  kindnefs,  and  know  thy  love ;  be  flill 
"  and  know  that  I  am  GOD.  I  know  thy  diftrefs,  and 
"  that  thy  ftraits  now  draw  near :  But  fear  not,  I  will  take 
"  care  of  thee  :  And  the  greater  thy  extremity  be,  the 
"  greater  teftimony  thou  giveft  to  me,  &c" 

He  fpent  his  days  and  years  after  this  manner.  And 
in  order  to  have  the  year  rightly  carried  on,  it  was  (as  was 
before  obferved)  his  cuftom  from  the  fifteenth  or  fixteenth 
year  of  his  age,  to  his  lalt,  to  fet  apart  the  nrft  day 
of  every  year,  in  a  new  felf-furrender  and  dedication  of 
himfelf  to  GOD.  We  cannot  give  a  particular  account 
of  the  manner  of  his  doing  this,  for  the  firft  years  of 
his  life;  but  we  may  guefs  what  they  have  been,  by  the 
inftance  following :  viz. 

\l  1 69 1.  In  the  entry  of  this  new  year  (as  I  have 
"  now  done  for  many  years  paft  molt  folemnly)  I  defire 
"  again  to  renew  my  perfonal  engaging  of  myfelf  to  the 
"  Lord  my  GQD,  and  for  him,  and  with  my  whole 
<c  heart  and  defire  to  enter  myfelf  into  his  fervice,  and 
V  take  on  his  bleffed  yoke,  and  humbly  to  lay  claim, 
"  take  and  embrace  him  (O  him  !)  ^o  be  my  GOD, 
"  my  all,  my  light  and  my  falvation,  my  fhield  and 
"  exceeding  great  reward.  Whom  haye  I  in  heaven, 
"  but  thee,  O  Lord,  or  in  the  earth  whom  I  do  defire  be- 
u  fides  thee.    And  now  under  thy  t.lefTed  hand  my  foul 

"  defires, 
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"  dcfires,  and  docs  here  teftify  my  truAing  myfclf  an'J 
iecuring  my  whole  intereA,  my  credit,  my  conduct, 

**  my  comfort,  my  afliAance,  my  thorow-bearing,  and 
my  poof  children,  and  to  leave  myfclf  herein  on  thy 

**  gracious  hand,  my  deareft  Lord,  whilA  in  time,  as  I 

#<  write  this  the  2d  day  of  January  1691, 

R.  Flemikg." 

At  another  time  he  writes  thus :  tc  O  my  foul,  never 
ec  forget  this  folemn  ff'1'denfday  night,  nor  the  laA  Men- 

da*  night;  what  folemn  vifits  1  had  from  my  Lord, 
**  after  fo  ferious  a  work  of  trial  ahout  the  warrant  of 
*c  my  hope,  and  petition  for  the  heightening  of  my  faith, 
€t  and  fealing  teAimony  of  his  Spirit :  In  how  wonderful 
*'  a  way  did  my  deareft  Lord,  I  hope,  bear  evidence  to 
**  the  great  afTurance  he  had  formerly  given  me  !  life* 

4<  O  let  my  foul  blefs  and  adore  the  Lord  for  this  fweet 
#c  and  gracious  vifit  this  Monday  night,  which  my  deareffc 

Lord,  I  hope,  hath  given  his  poor  fervant,  when  fo 
•*  near  finking ;  and  hope  faid  to  my  foul,  fear  not, 
*c  I  forget  you  not,  for  I  have  graven  you  on  the  palms 
#<  of  my  hands,  I  look  on  thee  with  delight,  and 

**  the  time  is  come  when  I  will  give  thee  an  account  of 

thy  prayers  and  tears,  of  thy  many  groans  and  long 

on-waiting.  Have  I  fpoken,  and  will  I  not  do  it  ? 
«•  cjfc  O  thou  afflicted,  tofled  with  tempefts,— in  am 

acceptable  time  have  1  heard  thee !  TruA  thou  in  the 
*c  Lord,  for  I  will  make  thee  a  fign  to  this  generation, 

tsfc.  I  am  leading  thee  right,  and  thy  Arength  is  to 
u  fit  Aill.  Is  the  Lord's  hand  fhortened,  that  it  cannot 
•*  fave  ?  &c. 

tl  O  how  fliall  I  entertain  this  gracious  day,  and  ap- 
•e  pearance  of  my  deareA  Lord  to  his  poor  fervant  ! 
O  wonderful  condefcenfion  this  morning,  after  fo 
fweet  an  evening  before,  that  he  Aiould  pleafe'to  give 
f*  fo  near  an  approach  of  himfelf !  O,  I  hope,  it  was 
u  his  voice  !  I  am  come,  I  am  furely  come,  my  fervant, 
€<  in  the  fourth  watch  of  the  night,  to  bring  forth  my 
#<  prifoner  and  fet  him  at  liberty,  who  hath  Aayed  fo 
"  long  for  me,  Zsfc—  I  embrace  you  as  a  conqueror; 
"  rejoice  for  great  is  your  reward  in  heaven.  I  am  now 
**  entering  thee  on  a  day  of  rejoicing  :  Be  not  doubtful, 
«*  it  is  I  that  comfort  thee,  &c.  And  when  I  faid, 
<c  O  how  fha11  I  manage  fuch  a  wonderful  engage- 
"  ment  ?  How  difcernibly  was  it  returned,  1  hope  from 
*«  himfelf,  I  will  manage  for  thee:  Thou  haA  Aayed 
"  for  me ;  but  thou  haA  got  the  vidory,  and  the  day 
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(hall  be  thine,  and  thou  flialt  know  what  I  have  been, 
"  doing  with  thee  and  for  thee* 

"  O  let  me  never  for  jet  the  25th  of  December,  at 
"  night ;  when  after  fixty  years,  under  the  Lord's  fpecial 
"  conduct,  he  gave  me  fo  fweet  and  remarkable  a  vifit, 
u  never  to  be  forgotten  !  O  what  a  night  was  it,  when 
*c  I  went  home  prefTed  to  fine  the  hundred  and  (hird 
«  Pfa/m." 

But  now  drawing  near  his  end  in  the  year  1694,  upon 
his  fir  ft  arreft,  "  O  friends,"  (faid  he)  to  fuch  as  wens 
about  him,  "  ficknefs  and  death  are  ferious  things;"  but 
till  the  fpark  of  his  fever  was  rifen  to  a  flame,  he  was 
not  aware,  that  that  ficknefs  was  to  be  unto  death. 
Yet,  before  his  expiration,  he  was  apprehenfive  of  its 
approach  :  Calling  to  him  a  friend,  he  afked,  M  What 
"  freedom  do  you  find  in  prayer  for  me  ?  feems  GOD 
"  to  beckon  to  your  petitions,  or  does  he  bind  you  up 
"  and  leave  dark  impreflions  on  your  mind  ?  this  way, 
"  faid  he,  I  have  often  known  the  mind  of  the  Lord/* 
His  friend  telling  him  he  was  under  darknefs  in  the 
Cafe,  he  replied,  "Well,  I  know  your  mind:  Trouble 
"  not  yourfelf  for  me;  1  think  I  may  fay,  I  have  been 
"  long  above  the  fear  of  death." 

All  the  while  his  groans  and  ftruggling  argued  him  to 
be  under  no  fmall  pains  :  But  his  anfwers  to  enquiring 
friends  certified  that  the  diftrefs  did  not  enter  his  foul. 
Always  he  would  fay,  u  I  am  very  well,"  or,  "  I  was 
"  never  better,"  or,  "  I  feel  no  ficknefs."  Thus  would 
he  fay,  while  he  feemed  to  be  fenfible  of  every  thing  bc- 
fides  pain.  But  the  malignant  diftemper  wafting  his"  na- 
tural fpirits,  he  could  fpeak  but  little  ;  but  what  he  fpake 
was  all  of  it  like  himfelf.  Having  felt  himfelf  indif- 
pofed  for  his  wonted  meditation  and  prayer,  he  thus  faid 
to  fome  near  him ;  "  I  have  not  been  able  in  a  maimer 

to  form  one  ferious  thought  fince  I  was  fick,  or  to  ap- 
"  ply  myfelf  unto  GOD;  but  he  has  applied  himfelf  to 
"  me,  and  one  of  his  manifeftations  was  fuch  as  I  could 
"  have  borne  no  more."  Opening  his  eyes  after  a  long 
fleep,  one  of  his  fons  afked  how  he  did  ?  He  anfwered, 
"  Never  better."  Do  you  know  me  ?  faid  his  fon.  Unto 
which  with  a  fweet  fmile  he  anfwered,  "  Yes,  yes,  deatf 
"  fon,  I  know  you."  This  was  about  two  hours  before 
he  died.  About  an  hour  afterwards  he  cried  earneftly, 
"  Help,  help,  for  the  Lord's  fake  !"  and  then  breathed 
weaker  and  weaker  till  he  gave  up  the  ghoft ;  and  after 
he  had  feen  the  falvation  of  GOD  he  departed  in  peace 
on  the  fifteenth  of  July,  1694,  in  the  64th  year  of  his  age. 

Thus 
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Thus  lived  and  died  Mr.  Fleming  after  he  had  frrvwj 
his  day  and  generation.  His  Wok  ks  ,\rc>  "  Scripture-t 
Truth  cleared  and  confirmed,  fcfr.  The  Confirming  Work 
of  Religion.  His  Epiftolary  Difcourfe.  His  well  known* 
hook,  The  fulfilling  of  the  Scriptures.  He  left  a  writ- 
ing behind  hi:n  under  this  title,  A  Short  Index  of  fome, 
of  the  great  Appearances  of  the  Lord  in  the  Difpen- 
fations  of  his  Providence  to  his  poor  Servants,  &c" 
Reciting  many  particular  proyidenecs  which  had  attended 
fris  life. 
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PHILIP  HENRY. 


TH  E  account  of  the  life  and  death  of  this  very  ex- 
cellent man  was  drawn  up  by  his  no  lefs  cele-t 
brated  and  excellent  fon,  the  rev.  A  fat)  hew  Henry,  (author 
of  the  Annotations  on  the  Bible)  and  was  firft  puhliihed 
in  the  year  1698.  The  piece  itfelf  is  written  in  fo  true 
a  ftrain  of  evangelical  piety,  and  fo  juft  a  temper  of  mode- 
ration, that,  were  it  not  for  its  great  length,  we  mould 
not  deny  our  Readers  the  gratification  of  reprinting  the 
whole ;  as  by  extracting  from  and  abridging  it,  we  mult 
neceflarily  omit  many  circumftanccs  highly  ufeful  and  in- 
flruclive.  We  will,  however,  give  our  Readers  as  much 
of  it,  as  can  poflibly  confifl  with  our  plan. 

Mr.  Philip  Henry  was  born  at  Whitehall,  in  Wefl- 
minfter,  on  Wedncfday,  Augujl  24,  1631.  His  father'*; 
name  was  John  Henry,  the  fon  of  Henry  Williams  ',  of 
Briton s  Ferry,  near  Sivanzea,  in  Glamorgan/hire',  and  the 
father's  christian  name  became  the  foil's  lurname,  accord- 
ing to  the  old  Welch  cuflom.  In  his  youth  he  was  brought 
to  court  by  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  and,  in  courfe  of  time, 
was  made  page  of  the  back-tfairs  to  the  king's  fecond 
fon,  Tames  duke  of  York*  Hv  lived  and  died  a  courtier, 
a  hearty  mourner  for  his  royal  matter  K.  Charles  I.  whom 
he  did  not  long  furvive. 

Mr.  Philip  Henry\  mother  was  a  very  pious  woman, 
and  took  great  pains  with  him  and  her  other  children  tQ 
bring  them  up  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.    A  little  before 

flie 
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Jnedied,  in  1645,  (he  had  this  faying;  <  My  head  is  in 
«  heaven,  and  my  heart  is  in  heaven  :  It  is  but  one  ftep 
*  more,  and  I  fhall  be  there  too." 

In  1643,  about  the  twelfth  year  of  his  age,  he  was 
admitted  into  IVeJlminjier  fchool  under  the  great  Dr. 
Bufby,  of  whom  he  became  a  great  favorite,  both  for  bis 
proficiency  in  learning,  and  his  amiable  and  decent  de- 
portment. He  was  employed  by  the  doctor,  with  fome 
other  ingenious  youths,  to  collect,  in  their  rending  of  the 
Greek  authors,  iome  of  the  materials  for  that  excellent 
Greek  grammar,  which  the  doctor  afterwards  publifhrd* 

On  the  17th  of  May,  1647,  he  was  chofen  from  IVejU 
minfter  fchool  to  CkrijT  s-Ckurch  College  in  Oxford,  jure 
led,  being  then  in  his  iixteenth  year,  and  entered  there 
in  the  December  following.  He  was  admitted  iludent  in 
Marcby  1648,  under  the  famous  Dr.  Hammond,  then  fub- 
dean,  who  called  him  his  god-brother,  the  earl  of  Pem- 
broke being  god-father  to  both. 

Here  he  duly  performed  the  college  exercifes,  difputa- 
tions,  &c.  every  day,  in  term  time ;  themes  and  verfes 
once  a  week,  and  declamations  when  it  came  to  his  turn  ; 
in  which  performances  he  frequently  came  off  with  great 
applaufe :  And  many  of  his  manufcripts,  which  remain, 
ihew  how  well  he  improved  his  time  there. 

And  yet  in  fome  reflections  I  find  under  his  hand  (con- 
tinues his  pious  fon)  written  long  after  (wherein  he  looks 
back  upon  his  early  days)  he  chargeth  it  upon  himfelf, 
tbat  for  a  good  wnile  after  he  went  to  the  univeriity 
(though  he  was  known  not  to  be  inferior  to  any  of  his 
(landing  in  public  exercifes  yet)  he  was  too  much  a  Granger 
to  that  hard  ftudy,  which  afterwards  he  became  acquainted 
with,  and  that  he  loft  a  deal  of  tine  which  might  have 
been  better  improved.  Thus  he  is  ple.ifed  to  accufe  him- 
felf of  that,  which  (for  aught  I  ever  heard)  no  one  elfe 
did,  or  could  accufe  him  of.  Hut  the  truth  is,  in  all 
tbe  feCrct  accounts  he  kept  of  himfelf,  he  appears  to 
have  had  a  very  quick  and  deep  fenie  of  his  own  failings 
and  infirmities  in  the  moA  minute  inftanccs,  the  lofs  of 
time,  weaknefs  and  diAractions  in  holy  duties ;  not  im- 
proving opportunities  of  doing  good  to  others,  and  the 
like  ;  lamentably  bewailing  thele  imperfections,  and  charg- 
ing them  upon  himfelf,  with  as  great  expreflions  of  fhame 
and  forrow,  and  felf-abhorrence ;  and  crying  out  as  ear- 
neftly  for  pardon  and  forgivenefs  in  the  blood  of  Jcfus  ; 
as  if  he  had  been  the  greateft  of  finners :  For  though  he 
Was  a  man  that  walked  very  clofely,  yet  he  walked  very 

humbly 
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humbly  with  GOD,  and  lived  a  life  of  repentance  an^ 

fclf-denial. 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  vear  1 648,  he  had  leave  giveii 
hiin  to  make  a  vifit  to  his  father  at  Whitehall^  with  whom 
he  flayed  fome  time ;  there  he  was  'January  30th,  when 
K.  Charles  was  heheaded,  and,  with  a  very  fad  heart,  he 
law  that  tragical  hlow  given. 

In  the  year  165!,  he  took  his  bachelor  bf  art's  degree  ; 
and  he  hath  recorded  thegoodnefs  of  GOD,  in  railing  him 
up  friends,  who  helped  him  out  in  the  expences.  Such 
kindnefTes  have  a  peculiar  fvveetnefs  in  them  to  a  good 
man,  who  fees  and  them;  as  the  kindneis  of 

GOD,  and  as  tokens  of  his  love. 

In  December  1652,  he  proceeded  mailer  of  arts,  and  in 
January  following  preached  his  firll  fermon  at  Soutb-Hink- 
Jey9  near  Oxjordy  on  John  viii.  34.  Whofoever  commit tcth 
Jvty  is  the  Jervant  of  Jin*  On  this  occahon  he  writes  in 
his  Diary,  what  was  the  breathing  of  his  heart  towards 
GOD.  u  The  Lord  make  ufe  of  trie,  as  an  inflrument, 
tc  of  his  glory,  and  his  church's  good,  in  this  high  and 
"  holy  calling  !" 

His  great  parts  and  improvements,  notwithftanding  his 
extraordinary  modefly  and  humility,  had  made  him  fo  well 
known  in  the  univerfity,  that,  at  the  following  a<fl  in 
July  1653,  he  was  chofen,  out  of  all  the  maflers  of  that 
vear,  to  be  junior  of  the  Acly  that  is,  to  anfvver  the  phi- 
fofophy-queilions  in  vefperiis,  which  he  did  with  very 
great  applaufe. 

He  noted  of  fome  pious,  young  men,  thatj  before  they 
removed  from  the  univerfity  into  the  country,  they  kept 
a  day  of  falling  and  humiliation  for  the  fins  they  h:i<i 
been  guilty  ot  in  that  place  and  Mate.  And  in  the  vilks 
he  made  afterwards  to  the  univerfity,  he  inferts  into  his 
book,  as  no  doubt  GOD  did  into  his. — "  A  tear  dr*j>t 
€t  ever  my  univerfity  Jins" 

To  this  teilimony  of  his  fon,  we  may  add  that  of 
another  great  divine.     *  Mr.  Henry  (fays  L)r.  Bates)  was 

*  dedicated  to  the  fervice  of  GOD  by  his  mother  in  his 
'  tender  age.    His  firft  love  and  defires  (when  he  was  ca- 

*  pable  of  making  a  judicious  choice)  were  fct  upon  GOD.* 
In  the  year  1653,  ^oon  a*ter  ne  nac^  taken  his  mafler's 
degree,  he  was  called  to  alfifl  in  the  cure  of  fVortbenbury 
parifli  by  the  river  Dee  in  FlintJ))hc>  under  the  patronage 
of  Mr.  PuleJlony  a  ferjeant  at  law.  Mr.  Henry  gives  a 
very  amiable  character  of  this  gentleman  and  his  lady, 
and  mentions,  with  great  gratitude,  his  particular  obli- 
gations 
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{rations  to  them.  Here,  by  his  clofe  and  practical  preach- 
ing, he  was  made  exceedingly  ufeful,  and  wrought  under 
GOD  a  wonderful  change  in  his  parifh,  which  before 
was  efteemed  one  of  the  moft  loole  and  profane  places 
in  all  that  country. 

We  muft  not  omit,  that,  in  the  latter  part  of  his 
time  at  Oxford,  as  one  grown  weary  of  that,  which,  he 
ufed  to  fay,  he  found  "  little  to  his  purpofe;"  he  em- 
ployed his  time  moftly  in  fearching  the  icriptures,  and 
collecting  ufeful  fcripture-obiervations,  which  he  made 
very  familiar  to  him,  and  with  which  he  was  thoroughly 
furnifhed  for  this  good  work.  He  interleaved  a  bible,  irt 
which  he  wrote  fhort  notes  upon  texts  of  fcripture  as 
they  occurred.  He  would  often  fay,  "  I  read  other 
u  books,  that  I  may  be  the  better  able  to  underftarwl 
"  the  fcripture." 

It  was  a  flock  of  fcripture-kndwledge  that  he  fet  up 
With,  and  with  that  lie  traded  to  good  advantage. 

He  continued  for  fome  years  in  this  family  of  Mr. 
Pule  Aon,  where  he  laid  out  himfelf  very  much  for  their 
fpirituai  good  and  even  for  the  meaneft  of  the  fervants,  by 
catechizing,  repeating  the  ferm&ns,  and  peribnal  inltruc- 
tion;  and  he  had  very  much  comfort  in  the  countenance 
and  converfation  of  the  judge  and  his  lady.  Yet  he  com- 
plains fometimes  in  his  Diary  of  the  fnares  and  tempta- 
tions that  he  found  in  his  way  there,  efpecially  becaufe 
fome  of  the  branches  of  the  family,  who  did  not  peLrizarc 
[or  refemble  the  heads  of  it]  were  uneafy  at  his  being 
there,  which  made  him  willing  to  remove  .to  a  houfc  of 
his  own,  which  when  judge  Pulejhn  perceived;  he  in  the 
year  1657,  out  of  his  great  kindnel's  to  him,  built  him  a 
very  handfome  houfe  in  IForthenbury,  and  fettled  it  upon 
him  by  leafe,  bearing  fait  March  6th,  1657,  for  three- 
fcore  years,  if  he  mould  fo  long  continue  minifter  at 
IForthenbury,  and  not  accept  of  better  preferment.  In  the 
year  1659,  he  was,  by  a  writing  of  judge  Puk/lon,  col- 
lated and  nominated  to  the  church  of  JVorihenbttry>  and 
(the  powers,  that  then  were,  having  fo  appointed)  he 
had  an  approbation  thereof  from  the  commiflioners  for 
approbation  of  public  preachers. 

Being  thus  fettled  at  IForthenbury,  his  next  care  was 
about  his  ordination  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  to  which 
he  would  fee  his  call  very  clear,  before  he  folemnlv  de- 
voted  himfelf  to  it.  And  though  afterwards  in  the  re- 
flection (efpecially  when  he  was  filenced)  it  was  fome 
trouble  to  him,  that  he  had  fo  long  deferred  to  be  ordain- 
ed ; 
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ed ;  yet,  as  the  times  then  were,  there  was  fomc*thirlg  6*f 
a  reafon  for  it.    The  way  and  manner  of  his  ordinatiorf 
was  according  to  the  known  directory  of  the  afTembly 
of  divines,  and  the  common  ulatfe  of  the  prefbyterians; 

He  applied  himfelf  diligently  to  his  Work  at  Worthcn- 
hury.  The  fphere  was  narrow,  and  too  narrow  for  fuch 
a  burning  and  fhining  light :  There  were  but  forty  com- 
municants in  thatparifh,  when  he  firft  fet  up  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  Lord's  fupper ;  and  they  were  never  doub- 
led :  Yet  he  had  fuch  low  thoughts  of  himfelf,  that  he 
not  only  never  fought  for  a  larger  fphere,  but  would  never 
hearken  to  any  overtures  of  that  kind  made  to  him  :  And 
withal ,  he  had  fuch  high  thoughts  of  his  work,  and  of 
the  worth  of  fouls,  that  he  laid  out  himfelf  with  as  much 
diligence  and  vigor  here,  as  if  he  had  had  the  over-fight 
of  the  greateft  and  mod  considerable  parifli  in  the  country; 

His  carriage  towards  the  people  of  his  pari/h  was  very 
exemplary ;  condefcending  to  the  meaneft,  and  conver- 
fmg  familiarly  with  them  ;  bearing  with  the  infirmities  of 
the  weak,  and  bee oming  all  things  to  all  men*,  He  was  exceed- 
ing tender  of  giving  offence,  or  occafion  of  grief  to  any- 
body, minding  himfelf  in  his  Diary  upon  fuch  occafions* 
that  the  wifdom  that  is  from  above,  is  pure,  and peaceable^ 
and  gentle,  &c.    Yet  he  plainly  and  faithfully  reproved 
what  he  faw  amifs  in  any,  and  would  not  fuffer  fin  upon 
them  ;  mourning  alfo  for  that,  which  he  could  not  mend. 

He  was  about  eight  years  from  rirft  to  lalt  at  Worthcn- 
hury,  and  his  labor  was  not  altogether  in  vain.  He  had 
not  been  long  at  Worthinbury,  but  he  began  to  be  taken 
notice  of  by  the  neighboring  minifters,  as  likely  to  be 
a  confiderable  man.  Though  his  extraordinary  modefty 
and  humility  (which  even  in  his  youth  he  was  remarka- 
ble for)  made  him  to  fit  down  with  filence  in  the  lowejl 
room,  and  to  fay  as  Elibtr,  Days  Jhall  fpeak  ;  yet  his  emi- 
nent gifts  and  graces  could  not  long  be  hid. 

He  was  often  called  upon  to  preach  the  week-day 
lectures,  which  were  fet  up  plentifully,  and  diligently  at- 
tended upon  in  thofe  parts,  and  his  labors  were  generally 
very  acceptable  and  fuccefsful.  The  general  opinion 
fattened  upon  him  the  epithet  of  Heavenly  Henrys  by  which 
title  he  was  commonly  known  all  the  country  over  :  And 
his  advice  was  fought  for  by  many  neighboring  minifters 
and  chriftians  ;  for  he  was  one  of  thofe  that  found  favor 
and  good  under/landing  in  the  fight  of  GOD  and  man. 
He  was  noted  at  his  firft  fetting  out  (as  I  have  been  told 
by  one  who  was  then  intimately  acquainted  with  him* 
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&na*  with  his  character  and  converfatlon)  for  three  things^ 
1.  Great  piety  and  devotion,  and  a  mighty  favor  of  god- 
linefs  in  all  his  converfc.  2.  Great  induftry  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  ufeful  knowledge ;  he  was  particularly  obferved  td 
be  very  inquifitive,  when  he  was  among  the  aged  and  in- 
telligent, hearing  them,  and  alking  them  aueftibns  ;  d  good 
example  to  young  men,  efpecially  young  minifters.  3; 
Great  felf-denial,  fclf-diffidence,  and  felf-abafcment ;  this 
eminent  humility  put  a.  luftre  upon  all  his  other  graces; 
This  character  of  him  reminds  me  of  a  paflage,  I  have 
fometimes  heard  him  fpeak  of  as  a  check  to  the  for- 
wardnefs  and  confidence  of  young  men  :  That,  once  at 
a  meeting  of  minifters,  a  queftion  of  moment  was  ftarted* 
to  be  debated  among  them  ;  upon  the  firft  propofal  of  it* 
a  confident  young  man  fhoots  his  bolt  prefently,  *  Truly 
«  (faid  he)  I  hold  it  fo.'  «  Ytfu  hold,  fir  V  (anfwered 
a  grave  minifter)  *  It  becomes  you  to  hold  your  peace.* 

He  was  ever  forward  to  promote  unanimity  among 
chriftians,  and  lamented  the  unhappy  diflenfions  that  pre- 
vailed in  his  time.  He  ufed  to  obferve,  "  That  it  is  not 
*'  fo  much  the  difference  of  opinion,  that  docth  us  the  mif- 
14  chief  (for  we  may  as  foon  expect  all  the  clocks  in  the" 
"  town  to  ftrike  together,  as  to  fee  all  good  people  of  i 
"  mind  in  every  thing  on  this  fide  heaven)  but  the  mif- 
k<  management  of  that  difference." 

In  Afarch,  1658-9,  he  was  very  much  folicited  to  leave 
ffrcrtbcnhuryy  and  to  accept  of  the  vicarage  of  Wrexham^ 
which  was  a  place  that  he  had  both  a  great  intereit  inf 
and  a  great  kindnefs  for,  but  he  could  not  fee  his  call 
clear  from  fVortfxnburi :  fo  he  declined  it.  The  fame  year 
he  had  an  offer  made  him  of  a  confiderablc  living  near  Lon- 
dsn ;  but  he  was  not  of  them  that  are  given  to  change, 
nor  did  he  confult  with  flefh  and  blood,  nor  feek  great 
things  for  himfelf. 

He  was  a  hearty  well  wiflier  to  the  return  of  the  king, 
jffrily  A.  D.  1660,  and  was  much  affected  with  the  mercy 
of  it.  "  While  others  rejoice  carnally,  (faith  he)  Lord* 
*'  help  thy  people  to  rejoice  fpiritually,  in  our  public  na- 
€i  tional  mercies."  'Twas  upon  that  occafion  that 
Baxter  preached  his  fermon  of  Right  Rejoicing,  on  Luki 
x.  20.  But  he- and  others  foon  faw  Caul'e  to  rejoice  with 
tremblingj  and  to  fing  both  of  mercy  and  judgement ;  for 
about  that  time  he  hath  this  melancholy  remark  ;  "  Re- 
"  ligion  lofes  ground  exceedingly,  and  profanenefs  geta 
««  it :  Help,  Lord  !" 

Vol.  IV,  G  Ai 
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As  to  the  fubje<5ts  he  preached  upon,  he  did  not  ufe 
to  dwell  long  upon  a  text.  Better  one  fermon  upon  many 
texts,  (viz.  many  fcriptures  opened  and  applied)  than 
many  fermons  upon  one  text. 

He  removed  from  Emcral,  to  the  houfe  at  IForibenbury, 
which  the  judge  had  built  for  him,  in  February,  1658-9, 
and  then  had  one  of  his  fillers  with  him  to  keep  his  houfe. 
Providence,  having  thus  brought  him  into  a  houfe  of  his 
own,  foort  after  provided  a  help-meet  for  him.  After 
long  agitation,  and  fome  difcouragement  and  oppofition 
from  the  father,  April  26,  166a,  he  married  Katharine, 
the  only  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Mr.  Daniel  Matthews, 
of  Broad-Oaky  in  the  townlhip  of  Ifcoyd,  in  Flint/hire, 
(but  in  the  parifh  of  Ma/pas,  which  is  in  Che/hire,  and 
about  two  miles  diftant  from  IVhitchurch,  a  confiderable 
market  town  in  SkropJJArc).  Mr.  Afatthews  was  a  gentle- 
man of  a  very  competent  eftate ;  fuch  a  one  as  K.  James 
J.  ufed  to  fay  was  the  happieft  lot  of  all  others,  which 
let  a  man  below  the  office  of  a  julVice  of  peace,  and  above 
that  of  a  petty  conftable.  This  was  his  only  child  : 
Very  fair  and  honorable  overtures  had  been  made  for  her 
difpofal;  but  it  pleated  GOD  lb  to  order  events,  and  to 
over-rule  the  fpirits  of  thole  concerned,  that  Hie  was  rer 
ferved  to  be  a  blefling  to  this  good  man,  in  things  per- 
taining both  to  life  and  godiinefs.  Such  was  his  houfe,  and 
fuch  the  vine  which  GOD  gracioufly  planted  by  the  fide 
of  h>s  houfe.  By  her  GOD  gave  him  fix  children,  all 
born  within  lefs  than  eight  years  :  The  two  eldeft  were 
fons,  John  and  Matthew  ;  the  other  four  were  daughters, 
Sarah,  Katharine ,  Eleanor,  and  Anne.  His  eldeft  fon  John 
died  of  the  meafles  in  the  fixth  year  of  his  age;  and  the 
rell  were  in  mercy  continued  tohrm. 

The  Lord  having  built  him  up  into  a  family,  he  was 
careful  and  faithful  in  making  good  his  folemn  vow  at 
his  ordination,  that  he  and  his  houfe  would  fsrve  the  Lord. 
He  would  often  fay,  "  That  we  are  really  that,  which 
"  we  are  relatively."  It  is  not  fo  much  what  we  are  at 
church,  as  what  we  are  in  our  families.  Religion,  in  the 
power  of  it,  will  be  family- religion.  He  brought  up  hi$ 
children  in  the  fear  of  GOD,  with  a  great  deal  of  carer 
and  rendernefs,  and  did  by  his  practice,  as  well  as  upon  al! 
occaiions  in  dilcourfes,  condemn  the  indifcretion  of  thofc 
parent*,  who  are  partial  in  their  affections  to  their  chil- 
dren, making  a  difference  between  them,  which,  he  obr 
ferved,  often  proved  of  ill  confluence  in  families,  and  lay 
a  foundation  of  envy,  contempt  and  difcord,  which  turns 
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re  their  fhame  and  ruin.  His  carriage  towards  his  chil- 
dren was  with  great  mildnefs  and  gentlcnels,  as  one  whd 
defired  rather  to  be  loved  than  feared  by  them.  He  was 
careful  not  to  provoke  them  to  wrath,  nor  to  dtfeourage 
them*  as  he  was  to  bring  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  ad- 
monition of  the  Lord.  He  ruled  indeed,  and  kept  up  his 
authority,  but  it  was  With  wifdom  and  love,  and  not 
with  a  high  hand.  He  drew  up  a  fhort  form  of  the  baptif- 
mal  covenant,  for  the  uie  of  his  children ;  which  was  as 
follows:  "  I  take  GOD  the  Father  to  be  my  chiefeil 
Kl  good,  and  highefl  end.  I  take  GOD  the  Son  to  be 
u  my  Prince  and  Saviour.  I  take  GOD  the  Holy  Gholt 
16  to  be  my  fancYifier,  teacher,  guide,  and  comforter* 
u  I  take  the  word  of  GOD  to  be  my  rule  in  all  my 
"  actions ;  and  the  people  of  GOD  to  he  my  people  in 
u  all  conditions.  I  do  likewife  devote  and  dedicate  unto 
u  the  Lord  my  whole  felf,  all  I  am,  all  I  have,  and 
u  all  I  can  do.  And  this  I  do,  deliberately,  fincerely, 
"  freelv,  and  for  ever."  This*  he  taught  his  children* 
and  they  each  of  them  folcmnly  repeated  it  every  Lord's 
day  in  the  evening,  after  they  were  catechiled  ;  he  putting 
his  amen  to  it,  and  fometimes  adding;  "  So  fay,  and  (5 
**  do;  and  you  are  made  for  ever." 

This  moderate  and  excellent  Man  was  much  perplexed 
about  his  ministerial  duty  at  the  rcfloration.  Matters 
were  unexpectedly  and  unwifely  carried  with  a  high  hand 
againft  the  late  ecclefiatUcal  eitablifhment ;  whereas  it  is' 
probable,  a  fpirit  of  wifdom  arid  moderation  at  that  time 
in  church-rulers  would  have  Ictt  the  number  of  noncon- 
forming too  fmall  to  make  them  objects  of  fevere  laws  and 
perfecutions.  Had  fome  of  our  leading  men  in  the  eita-? 
blifliment  conducted  the  matter  with  the  chriltian  mcek-» 
nefs  that  becomes  their  order,  inftead  of  carnal  relent-* 
ments,  it  would  have  put  their  own  characters  in  a  much 
higher  point  of  view,  and  have  afforded  a  blefling  to  tli6 
nation,  the  lofs  of  which  every  good  man  cf  every  per- 
fuafiori  may  jufily  deplore. 

The  grand  qucllion,  firit  fet  on  foot,  was ;  whether 
to  conform  or  no  ?  Mr.  Henry  ufed  ail  means  poflible 
to  fatisfy  himfelf  concerning  it,  by  reading  and  dilcourfe, 
particularly  at  Oxford  with  Dr.  Ft//,  (afterwards  bifhop  of 
Oxford);  but  in  vain;  his  di  Satisfaction  remained  ;  "  HoW- 
<fc  ever  (faith  he)  I  dare  not  judge  thofe,  that  do  conform* 
c<  for  who  am  I,  that  I  fhould  judge  my  brother  r" 

In  September,  A.  D.  1660,  Mr.  Fogg  and  Mr.  Steel  and 
Mr.  were  prefented  at  Flint  affixes  for  hot  read- 
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ing  the  common  prayer,  though  as  yet  it  was  not  enjoirt- 
ed ;  but  there  were  Tome  hui'y  people,  that  would  out- 
run the  law.  They  entered  their  appearance,  and  it  fell ; 
for  foon  after  the  king's  declaration,  touchmg  eccleilaf- 
tical  affairs,  came  out,  which  promifcd  liberty,  and  gave 
hopes  of  fettlcment ;  but,  the  fpring  aflizes  afterwards, 
Mr.  Steel  and  Mr.  Henry  were  prefented  again.  On  this 
he  writes :  "  Be  merciful  to  me,  O  GOD,  for  man  would 
"  fwallow  me  up.  The  Lord  (hew  me  what  he  would 
"  have  me  to  do ;  for  I  am  afraid  of  nothing  but  fin.* 

In  November,  A.  D.  1660,  he  took  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance at  Orion,  before  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  and  two  other 
juilices ;  of  which  he  hath  left  a  memorandum  in  his 
Diary,  with  this  added,  "  GOD  fo  help  me,  as  I  pur- 
**  pofc  in  my  heart  to  do  accordingly  :"  Nor  could  any 
more  confcicntioufly  obferve  that  oath  of  GOD  than  he 
tlid,  nor  more  funcerely  promote  the  ends  of  it. 

He  preached  fometime^  occafionally  in  feveral  neigh- 
boring places,  till  Bartholomew- Day  A.  D.  1663,  "  the 
"  day  (faith  he)  which  our  fins  have  made  one  of  the  fad- 
44  dell  days  to  England,  fince  the  death  of  Edward  VI. 
"  but  even  this  for  good,  though  we  know  not  how 
4<  nor  which  way."  He  was  invited  to  preach  at  Ban- 
gor on  this  fad  Bartholomew- Day,  and  prepared  a  fer- 
mon  on  John  vii.  37.  In  the  laft  day,  that  great  day  of  tht 
fcajl,  &c.  but  was  prevented  from  preaching  it ;  and  was 
Jothe  to  ftrive  againft  fo  Arong  a  ftreain. 

The  reordination,  which  was  infifUd  upon,  and  renun- 
ciation of  his  former  miniftry,  Was  the  firft  and  great  bar 
to  his  conformity,  and  which  he  moftly  infilled  on.  He 
would  fometimes  fay,  "  That  fora  prelbyter  to  be  ordained 
"  a  deacon,  is  at  the  beft,  fufc'iperc  gradum  Simesnis"  One 
thing  which  he  comforted  himfelf  with  in  his  nonconfor- 
mity Was,  that,  as  to  matters  of  doubtful  difputationr 
touching  church-government,  ceremonies  and  the  like, 
he  was  unfworn  either  on  one  fide  or  the  other,  and  fo 
was  free  from  thofe  fnares  and  bands  in  which  fo  many 
found  themfelves  both  tied  up  from  what  they  would  do, 
and  entangled  that  they  knew  not  what  to  do.  Had 
the  moderation,  which  now  obtains,  in  the  eftablifhment 
been  then  exercifed,  fuch  men  as  Mr.  Henry,  how- 
ever he  might  have  dill  iked  fome  non-eflentials,  had  never 
been  forced  out  of  it.  The  true  Way  of  reducing  dif- 
fenfions,  unlefs  they  are  in  arms,  is  to  let  them  alone,- 
If  they  are  of  man,  they  will  foon  crumble  away  of  thenv 
f*lves. 
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His  moderation  in  his  nonconformity  was  very  exem- 
plary aqd  eminent,  and  had  a  great  influence  upon  many, 
to  keep  them  from  running  into  uncharitable  and  fchif- 
jnatical  reparations,  which,  upon  all  occafions,  he  bore 
his  teitimony  againft,  and  was  very  induftrious  to  ftem  the 
tide  of.  In  church-government,  that  which  he  defned 
and  wifhed  for,  was  archbifhop  Uj})cr%  reduction  of  epif- 
£opacy.  He  thought  it  lawful  to  join  in  the  common 
prayer  in  public  afTemblies,  and  pracYttld  accordingly,  and 
/endeavored  to  fatisfy  others  concerning  it.  The  fpirit 
he  was  of,  was  fuch  as  made  him  much  afraid  of  extremes, 
and  folicitous  for  nothing  more  than  to  maintain  and 
keep  chriltian  love  and  charity  among  profeiTors. 

At  Michaelmas,  A.  D.  1662,  he  quite  left  IVorthenbuvy, 
and  came  with  his  family  to  Broad-Oak,  juft  nine  years 
from  his  flrft  coming  into  the  country.  Being  cart  by 
providence  into  this  new  place  and  itate  of  life,  his  care 
and  prayer  was,  that  he  might  have  "  Grace  and  wif- 
"  dom  to  manage  it  to  the  glory  of  GOD,  which  (faith 
"  he)  is  my  chief  end."  Within  three  weeks  after  his 
coming  hither,  his  fecond  fon  Matthew  was  born,  which 
we  mention,  for  the  fake  of  the  remark  he  has  upon  it, 
'  "  We  have  no  reafon  (faith  he)  to  call  him  Benoni;  I 
"  wifh  we  had  not  to  call  him  Ichabod?  For  feveral 
years  after  he  came  to  live  at  Broad-Oak,  he  went  con- 
stantly every  Lord's  day  to  the  public  worfliip,  with  his 
family,  at  Pvhitewcll-Chapel  (which  is  near)  if  there  were 
any  hipply  there,  as  fometimes  there  was  from  Ma/pas ; 
and  if  none,  then  to  Tyl/iock,  (where  Mr.  Zachary  Thomas 
continued  for  about  half  a  year),  and  when  that  ftring 
failed,  ufuaily  to  Whitchurch',  and  did  not  preach  for  a 
great  while,  unlefs  occafionally,  when  he  vifited  his 
friends,  or  to  his  own  family  on  a  Lord's  day,  when 
ihe  weather  hindered  them  from  going  abroad. 

In  Ottobcr,  A.  D.  1663,  Mr.  Steel  and  Mr.  Henry  and 
fome  other  of  their  friends,  were  taken  up  and  brought 
^prifoners  to  Hanmcr,  under  pretence  of  fome  plot,  laid  to 
be  on  foot  againft  the  government ;  and  there  they  were 
kept  under  confinement  fome  days,  on  which  he  writes; 
"  It  is  fweet  being  in  any  condition  with  a  clear  con- 
"  fcience:  The  fting  of  death  is  fin,  ^nd  fo  of  imprifon- 
"  ment  alfo.  It  is  the  firft  time  (faith  he)  I  was  ever  a 
"  prifoner,  but  perhaps  may  not  be  the  lafl.  We  felt  no 
"  hardihip,  but  we  know  not  what  we  may."  They 
were  after  fome  days  examined  by  the  deputy  lieutenants, 
^liarged  with  they  knew  n<u  what,  and  ib  difmifled ;  find- 
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ing  verbal  fecurity  to  be  fortji  coming  upon  twenty-four 
Jiours,  notice,  whenever  they  fhoultl  be  called  for,  Mr. 
Jfenry  returned  to  his  houfe  with  thankfgivings  to  GOD, 
^nd  a  hearty  prayer  for  his  enemies,  that  GOD  wouloj 
forgive  them.  The  very  ne%t  day  after  they  were  releafed, 
a  great  man  in  the  country,  at  whofe  inAigation  they 
were  brought  into  that  trouble,  died  (as  was  laid)  of  a 
drunken  furfeiK  So  that  a  man,  fhaU  fay,  verily  {here  i\ 
#  GOD  that  judgeth  in  the  earth* 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1665,  when  the  acl  for  a 
toya.1  aid  to  his  majeAy  of  two  millions  and  a  half  came 
out,  the  commiflioners  for  Flint/hire  were  pleafed  to  no- 
minate Mr.  Henry  fub-co!Ie<5tor  of  the  faid  tax  for  the 
townfhip  of  Ifcoyd,  and  Mr.  Steel  for  the  townfhip  of 
Hantncr.  They  intended  thereby  to  put  an  affront  and 
difparngement  upon  their  miniAry,  and  to  Ihew  that  they 
looked  upon  them  but  as  laymen.  His  note  upon  it  is, 
<fc  It  is  not  a  An  which  they  put  us  upon,  but  it  is  a  crofs, 
16  and  a  crofs  in  our  way,  and  therefore  to  be  taken  up 
«c  and  borne  with  patience.  When  I  had  better  work  tQ 
"  do,  I  Was  wanting  in  my  duty  about  it;  and  now  this 
(i  is  put  upon  me,  the  Lord  is  righteous."  He  procured 
the  gathering  of  it  by  others,  only  took  account  of  it, 
and  law  it  duly  done. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1667,  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Whitchurch,  and  dwelt  there  above  a  year, 
except  about  a  quarter  of  a  year  about  harveft,  he  re- 
turned again  to  Broad-Oak.  His  remove  to  Whitchurch  was 
partly  to  quiet  his  adverfaries,  who  were  ready  to  quar- 
rel with  him  upon  the  Five-mile  Acl,  and  partly  for  the 
benefit  of  the  fchool  there  for  his  children. 

While  he  lived  at  Whiichurchy  he  attended  conftartfly 
upon  the  public  miniAry  ;  and  there  (as  ever)  he  was  care- 
ful to  come  at  the  beginning  of  the  fervice,  which  he  at- 
tended upon  with  reverence  and  devotion ;  {landing  all 
the  time,  even  while  the  chapters  were  read.  In  the  even- 
ing of  the  Lord*s  day,  he  fpent  fame  time  in  inArucling 
his  family,  to  which  a  few  of  his  friends  and  neighbors 
•n  the  town  would  fometimes  come  in ;  and  it  was  a  little 
gleam  of  opportunity,  but  very  ftiort,  for  (as  he  notes) 
he  was  offended  at  it,  who  mould  rather  have  rejoiced, 
if  bv  any  means  the  worl^  might  be  carried  on  in  hi*  peo- 
ples* fouls. 

NotwithAanding  the  feverity  of  the  laws,  then  enforced 
again  A  the  nonconformiAs,  Mr.  Hcnry>  in  A.  D.  1669, 
preached  in  fome  very  private  meeting  and  (what  was 
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a  proof  of  his  truly  chriftian  temper)  exhorted  conftantly 
to  patience  and  resignation  under  the  iufferings  impoied, 
inditing  upon  this  point  ;  "  That  it  is  the  character  of 
"  the  people  of  GOD,  that  they  are  a  quiet  people  in  ths 
"  land"    This  quietnefs  he  deicribed  to  be  an  orderly, 
peaceable  fuhjrAion  to  governors  and  government  in  the 
Lord.    We  mud  maintain  a  reverent  eltecm  ot  them,  and 
of  their  authority,    in  oppofition  to  de/pifing  dominion, 
2  Peter  ii.  10.     We  mult  be  meek  under  fevere  com- 
mands, and  burthenfome  impofitions  ;  not  murmuring  and 
complaining,  as  the  I/raelites  againft  Afo/cs  and  Aaron  ; 
but  take  them  up  as  our  crofs  in  our  way,  and  hear  them, 
as  we  do  foul  weather.    We  muft  not  /peak  evil  of  digni- 
ties, Jude  8.  nor  revile  the  gods   or  great  ones,  Exod* 
xxii.  28.    Paul  checked  himielf  for  this,  Acls  xxiii.  5. 
*  I  did  not  confider  it ;  if  I  had,  I  would  not  have  faid 
«  fo.'    We  mull  not  traduce  their  government,  as  Abfa- 
lorn  did  David's,   2  Sam.  xv.  3,     Great  care  is  to  be 
taken,  how  we  fpeak  of  the  faults  of  any,  elpecially  of 
rulers,  Ecclef.  x.  20.    The  people  of  GOD  do  make 
the  word  of  GOD  their  rule,  and  by  that  they  are  taught, 
(1.)  that  magiftracy  is  GOD*s  ordinance,  and  magi/irate* 
GOD'j  mim/lcrs ;  that  by  him  kings  re:%n,  and  the  powers 
that  be  are  ordained  of  him.     (2.)  "t  hat  th?y,  as  well 
as  others,  are  to  have  their  dues,  honor  and  fear,  and 
tribute.    (3.)    That  their  lawful  commands  are  to  be 
obeyed,  and  that  readily  and  cfoearfuily,  I  Tim.  iii.  !• 
(4)  That  the  penalties,  inflicled  for  not  obeying  unlaw- 
ful commands,  are  patiently  to  be  undergone.    This  is 
the  rule,  and  as  many  as  walk  according  to  this  rule, 
peace  /ball  be  upon  them*  and  that  there  be  no  danger  of 
their  unpeaceablenefs.  They  are  taught  to  pray  /or  kings, 
and  all  in  authority.  1  Tim.  ii.  1,  2.  And  GOD  forbid 
we  Ihould  do  otherwife  ;  yea,  though  they  perfecute.  Jer% 
xxix,  vii.  Peaceable  prayers  befpeak  a  peaceable  people. 
P/al.  cix.  4.    If  fome,  profefling  religion,  have  been  un- 
quiet ;  their  unquictnefs  hath  given  the  lye  to  their  pro- 
leffion,  Jude  8,  u,  12.    Quietnefs  is  our  badge,  Col. 
iii.  12. — it  will  be  our  ftrength,  I/a.  xxx.  15.— our  rer 
joicing  in  the  day  of  evil,  Jer.  xviii.  18. — it  is  pleafing 
to  GOD,  1  Tim.  ii.  2,  3.-— it  may  work  upon  ethers, 
1  Pet.  ii.  12,  13.    The  means  he  prefcribed  for  keeping 
us  quiet,  were  to  get  our  hearts  filled  with  the  know- 
ledge of  thefe  two  things ;  1.  That  the  kingdom  0/  Chrifi 
is  sot  ok  this  world,  jfohn  xviii.  36.    Many  have 
thought  otherwife;  and  it  hath  made  them  unquiet.  2. 
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!/2>tf/  wra/A  of  man  workcth  not  the  righteoufncfs  of  G02>, 
James  i.  20.  He  needs  not  our  iin  to  bring  to  pais  hi$ 
own  counfel.  We  muft  mortify  unquietnefs  in  the  caufes 
of  it,  James  iv.  1.  We  muft  always  remember  the  oath 
pf  GOD,  Ecclef.  viii.  2.  The  oath  of  allegiance  is  an  oath 
pf  quietnefs ;  and  we  muft  beware  of  the  company  and 
converfe  of  thofe  that  are  unquiet,  Prov.  xxii.  24,  25, 
Though  deceitful  matters  be  deyifed,  yet  we  muft  be  quiet 
ftill ;  nay,  be  fo  much  the  more  quiet. 

All  that  knew  Mr.  Henry,  knew  very  well,  that  his, 
practice,  aH  bis  (fays,  was  canfonant  to  thefe  his  fettled 
principles. 

In  May,  1668,  he  returned  again  with  his  family  from 
fVhhchutch  to  Broad-Oak,  which,  through  the  goodnefs 
pf  GOD,  continued  his  fettled  homo,  without  any  re- 
moval from  it,  'till  he  was  removed  to  his  long  home, 
above  twentyreight  years  after.  The  edge  of  the  Five- 
mile  Act  began  now  a  little  to  abate,  at  leait  \n  that  counr 
try  i  and  he  was  defuous  to  be  more  uleful  to  the  neigtw 
bors,  among  whom  GOD  had  given  him  an  eftate, 
than  he  could  be  at  a  diftance  from  them  ;  by  relieving^ 
the  poor,  employing  the  laborers,  and  efpecially  in? 
ftruciing  the  ignorant,  and  helping  as  many  as  he  cpuUl 
to  heaven, 

He  was  very  affable  and  cafy  of  accefs,  and  admirably 
patient  in  hearing  every  one's  complaint,  which  he  would 
anfwer  with  fo  much  prudence  and  mildnefs,  and  give  fuch 
apt  advipe,  that  many  a  time  to  confult  with  hirn.,  was  tp 
afk  counful  at  Abel,  and  fo  to  end  the  matter.  He  ob*» 
ferved,  in  alrnoft  all  quarrels  that  happened,  that  there 
was  a  fault  on  both  fides ;  and  that  generally  they  were 
moft  in  the  fault,  that  were  moft  forward  and  clamorous, 
in  their  complaints.  One  making  her  moan  to  him  of  ql 
bad  hufband  fhe  had,  thaj,  in  this  and  the  other  inftance., 
was  unkind  ;  and  *  Sir  (laid  ftie,  after  a  long  complaint, 

*  which  he  patiently  heard)  what  would  you  have  me  to 

*  {lo  now  r*— "  Why  truly  (faid  he)  I  would  have  you  tgt 

go  home,  and  be  a  better  wife  to  him  ;  and  then  you'U 
(C  find  that  he  will  be  a  better  hufband  to  you."  Labor- 
ing to  pcrfuade  one  to  forgiye  an  injury,  that  was  done 
him;  he  urged  this;  "  Are  yop  not  a  chriftian  r"  and 
followed  tha'c  argument  fo  clofe,  that  at  laft  he. prevailed. 

Four  rules  he  forrietimes  gave  to  be  obfeived  in  our 
converfe  with  men  :  *'  Have  communion  with  fow  :  Be, 

*  '  familiar  with  one  ;  Dfaljuftly  wi^  all :  Speak  evil  of 
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I  have  heard  him  often  blame  thofc,  whofe  irregular 
7,eal,  in  the  profeffion  of  religion,  makes  them  to  neglect 
their  worldly  bufmefs,  and  let  the  houfe  drop  through; 
the  affairs  or  which  the  good  man  will  order  with  dijeretion. 
And  he  would  tell  lometimes  of  a  religious  woman,  whofe 
fault  it  was,  and  how  (he  was  convinced  of  it,  by  means 
of  an  intelligent,  godly  neighbor ;  who  coming  into  the 
houfe,  and  rinding  the  good  woman,  far  in  the  day,  in  her 
clofet,  and  the  houfe  fadly  neglected,  children  not  tended, 
fervants  not  minded;  *  What  (faid  he)  is  there  no  fear 
*  of  GOD  in  this  houfe  ?'  which  much  flatted  and  af- 
fected the  good  woman,  that  overheard  him. 

His  gieateft  care,  about  the  things  of  this  world,  was 
how  to  do  good  with  what  he  had,  and  to  devife  liberal 
things  ;  deliring  to  make  no  other  acceflion  to  his  eftate, 
but  only  that  bleffing  winch  attends  beneficence.  He  did 
firmly  believe  (and  it  fhould  feem  few  do)  that  what  is 
given  to  the  poor,  is  lent  to  the  Lord,  who  will  pay  it  again, 
in  kind  or  in  kindnefs  ;  ajul  that  religion  and  piety  is  un- 
doubtedly the  belt  friend  to  outward  profperity ;  and  ho 
found  it  lb  ;  for  it  plea  fed  GOD  abundantly  to  blefs  his 
habitation,  and  to  make  a  hedge  about  him,  and  about 
his  houfe,  and  about  all  that  he  had  :  And  though  he  did 
pot  delight  himfelf  in  the  abundance  of  wealth;  yet  (which 
is  far  better)  he  delighted  himfelf  in  the  abundance  of  peace, 
Pfalm  xxxvii.  2,  All  that  he  had  and  did,  obfervably 
profpered ;  fo  that  the  country  oftentimes  took  notice 
of  it,  and  called  his  family,  a  family  which  the  Lord  had 
hlcffcd. 

And  his  comforts  of  that  kind  were  (as  he  ufe  to  pray 
they  might  be)  oil  to  the  wheels  of  his  obedience ;  and  in 
the  ufe  of  thefe  things  he  ferved  the  Lord  his  GOD  with 
joyfulnefs  and  gladneis  of  heart,  yet  flill  mindful  of,  and 
grieved  for  the  afflictions  of  Jofcpb.  He  would  fay  fome- 
times,  when  in  the  midil  of  the  comforts  of  this  life,  as  a 
good  man  faid;  All  this  and  heaven  too  !  furely  then 
M  we  ferve  a  good  Mailer !"  Thus  did  the  Lord  blefs 
him,  and  make  him  a  bleffing  ;  and  this  abundant  grace, 
*G0$^  ^  tbwkfgiving  of  many,  redounded  to  the  glory  of 

In  the  time  of  trouble  and  diftrefs,  by  the  Conventical 
Act,  in  1670,  he  kept  private,  and  llirred  but  little  abroad, 
as  lothe  to  offend  thofe  that  were  in  power,  and  judging 
jt  prudence  to  gather  in  his  fails,  when  the  florin  was  vio- 
Jent  t  He  then  obferved,  as  that  which  he  was  troubled  at; 

h  That  there  was  a  great  deal  pf  precious  time  loll  among 
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"  profeffbrs,  when  they  came  together,  in  difcourflng 
**  of  their  adventures,  and  their  efcapes,  which  he  feared 
*l  tended  more  to  fet  up  SELF,  than  to  give  glory  to 
*'  GOD :  Alfo  in  telling,  how  they  got  together,  and  that 
"  fuch  a  one  preached,  but  little  inquiring,  what  fpiritual 

benefit  and  advantage  was  reaped  by  it;  and  that  we  arc 
4i  apt  to  make  the  circumltances  of  our  religious  fervices 
€e  more  the  matter  of  our  difcourfe,  than  the  lubftance  of 
"  them."  He  took  all  occafions  to  mention  this  as  his 
fettled  principle.  4C  In  thofe  things  wherein  all  the  people 
"  of  GOD  are  agreed,  I  will  fpend  my  zeal;  and  wherein 
€i  they  difFer,  I  will  endeavor  to  walk  according  to  the 
"  light  that  GOD  hath  given  me,  and  charitably  believe, 
€(  that  others  do  fo  too.'* 

Whatever  lectures  were  fet  up  in  the  country  round,  it 
was  ftill  defired  that  Mr.  Henry  would  begin  them  (which 
was  thought  no  fmall  encouragement  to  thofe  who  were 
to  carry  them  on)  ;  and  very  happy  he  was,  both  in  the 
choice  and  in  the  management  of  his  fubjecls  at  fuch  op- 
portunities, feeking  to  find  out  acceptable  words.  Take  one 
fpecimen  of  his  addrefs,  when  he  began  a  ledture  with  a 
fermon,  on  Heb.  xii.  15.  "I  aflure  you  (faith  he)  and 
**  GOD  is  my  witnefs  ;  I  am  not  come  to  preach,  either 
"  fedition  againft  the  peace  of  the  ftate,  or  fchifm  again  It 
€*  the  peace  of  the  church,  by  perfuading  you  to  this  or 
*'  to  that  opinion  or  party;  but  as  a  rninifter  of  Cbrifty 
€l  that  hath  received  mercy  from  the  Lord,  to  defire  tq 
%t  be  faithful :  My  errand  is  to  exhort  you  to  all  poflible, 
«*  ferioufnefs,  in  the  great  bufinefs  of  your  eternal  falva- 
91  tion,  according  to  my  text,  which  if  the  Lord  will 
€t  make  as  profitable  to  you,  as '  it  is  material,  and  of 
"  weight  in  itfelf ;  neither  you  nor  I  fhall  have  caufe  to 
cc  repent  our  coming  hither,  and  our  meeting  to-dav  ; 
**  hiking  diligent !y%  left  any  of  you  fail  of  the  grace  of  G0I)9 
tl  If  it  were  the  laft  fermon  I  were  to  preach,  1  Oiould 
'*  nqt  know  how  to  take  my  aim  better  to  do  you  good.'* 

In  doing  of  this  work,  he  often  laid,  that  he  looked 
upon  himfelf,  but  as  an  afliftant  to  the  parifh  minifters,  in 
promoting  the  common  interefts  of  Cbri/Fs  kingdom,  and 
the  common  falvation  of  precious  fouls,  by  the  explication 
and  application  of  thofe  great  truths,  wherein  we  are  all 
agreed.  And  he  would  compare  the  cafe  to  that  in 
Hczek;atis  time,  when  the  Levites  helped  the  priefts  to 
kill  the  facrifice,  which  was  fomething  of  an  irregularity, 
but  the  exigence  of  affairs  called  for  it  ;  the  prie/ts  being 
too  few,  and  fome  of  them  not  fo  careful,  as  they  flioutd 
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tiave  heen,  to  fan&ify  themfelves ;  fee  2  Clxm*  xxix.  34. 
And  wherever  he  preached,  he  ufually  prayed  for  the 
narilh  minifter,  and  for  a  bleffing  upon  his  miniflry.  He 
Xias  often  laid,  how  well  pleafed  he  was,  when,  after  he 
had  preached  at  Ofwflry,  he  went  to  viilt  the  minirter  of 
the  place,  Mr.  Edwards,  a  worthy  good  man,  and  tol4 
him,  "  He  had  been  fowing  a  handful  of  feed  among  hi* 
**  people,"  and  had  this  anfwer ;   *  That's  well ;  the 

*  Lord  profper  your  feed  and  mine  too  ;  there's  need 

*  enough  of  us  both.' 

Whenever  he  preached  of  moral  duties,  he  would  al- 
ways have  fomething  of  Chrijl  in  his  fermon ;  either  hit 
life,  as  the  great  pattern  of  the  duty;  or  his  love,  at 
the  great  motive  to  it ;  or  his  merit,  as  making  atonement 
for  the  neglect  of  it. 

Some  have  wondered  to  fee  how  courteoufly  and  friendly 
he  would  fpeak  to  fuch,  as  had  been  any  way  injurious  to 
him,  when  he  met  with  them ;  being  as  induftrious  to 
fiifcover  his  forgiving  of  wrongs,  as  lome  are  to  difcover 
their  refentments  of  them.  It  was  faid  of  archbifhop 
Ct  aimer,  that  the  way  to  have  him  one's  friend,  was  to 
do  him  a  difkindnefs ;  and  I  am  fure,  it  might  be  faid  of 
Mr.  Henry ,  that  doing  him  a  difkindnefs  would  not  make 
him  one's  enemy.  This  reminds  me  of  an  exemplary  paf- 
fage,  concerning  his  worthy  friend,  Mr.  Edward  Lawrnce, 
once  going,  with  fomeof  his  fons,  by  the  houfe  of  a  gen- 
tlemar?  that  had  been  injurious  to  him  ;  he  gave  a  charge 
to  his  fons  to  this  purpofe ;  "  That  they  fhould  never 
*«  think  or  fpeak  amifs  of  that  gentleman,  for  the  fake 
"  of  any  thing  he  hnd  done  againfl  him  ;  but  whenever 
"  they  went  by  his  houfe  fhould  lift  up  their  hearts  in 
prayer  to  G()D  for  him  and  his  family." 

It  was  not  without  fome  fear  and  trembling,  that  Mr. 
flemy  received  the  tidings  of  the  Prince  of  Orange's  land- 
ing, in  Nszrmbcr  1688,  as  being  fomewhat  in  the  dark 
concerning  the  clearness  of  his  call,  and  dreading  what 
might  be  the  confequence  of  it.  He  ufed  to  fay  ;  that 
Give  peace  in  cur  time,  0  Lord,  was  a  prayer  which  he 
could  heartily  fet  his  amen  to.  Uut  when  fecrct  things 
were  brought  to  light,  and  a  regular  courfe  was  taken  to 
fiil  the  vacant  throne  with  fuch  a  king  and  fuch  a  queen  ; 
none  rejoiced  in  it  more  heartily  than  he  did.  He  cele- 
brated the  national  thankfgiving  for  that  great  deliverance 
with  an  excellent  fermon  on  that  text,  Rom,  viii.  31.  What 
Jhall  wc  thm  fay  to  thefc  things  ?  If  GOD  be  fcr  us,  wb9 
can  be  ugaivji  us  ? 

Soon 
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Soon  after  that  happy  fettlement,  there  were  overturef 
made  towards  a  comprehenfion  of  the  moderate  difTenters 
with  the  church  of  England,  which  Mr.  Henry  mod  hear- 
tily defired  and  wifheu  for,  if  it  could  he  hud  upon  any 
terms  lefs  than  finning  againft  his  confidence ;  tor  never 
was  any  more  averle  to  that  which  looked  like  a  fepa- 
ration  than  he  was,  if  he  could  pofTibly  have  helped  it, 
falva  confcicntia.  His  prayers  were  conftant,  and  his  en- 
deavors, as  he  had  opportunity,  that  there  might  be  lome 
healing  methods  found  out  and  agreed  upon. 

In  June,  1689,  the  A&  of  Indulgence  pa(Ted,  which  not 
pnly  tolerated,  but  allowed  the  diffenters'  meetings,  and 
took  them  under  the  protection  of  the  government.  Soon 
jifter  which,  though  he  never  in  the  leafl  changed  his 
judgement,  as  to  the  lawfulnefs  of  joining  in  the  common- 
prayer,  but  was  dill  ready  to  do  it  occasionally ;  yet  the 
rniniflers,  that  preached  at  Whitewell-Chopel,  being  often 
uncertain  in  their  coining,  which  kept  his  meeting  at 
Broad-Oak  at  like  uncertainties,  to  the  frequent  di lap- 
pointments  of  his  hearers  that  came  from  far ;  he  was  at 
laft  prevailed  with  to  preach  at  public  time  every  Lord's 
iday,  which  he  continued  to  (\o  as  long  as  he  lived,  much 
%o  his  own  fat  is  fad  ion,  and  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  his 
friends. 

Sometimes  he  had  fuch  with  him,  as  had  gone  through 
their  courfc  of  learning  at  private  academies,  and  defuej 
to  fpend  fome  time  in  his  family,  before  their  entrance- 
upon  the  miniflry  ;  that  they  might  have  the  benefit,  not 
pnly  of  his  public  and  family  inArudlions,  but  of  his 
^earned  and  pious  converfation ;  in  which,  as  he  was 
thoroughly  furniflied  for  every  good  word  and  work,  fo 
he  was  very  free  and  communicative.  The  great  thing, 
which  he  ufed  to  prefs  upon  thofe  who  intended  the  mi- 
niftry,  was  to  Audy  the  fcriptures,  and  make  them  fami- 
liar. Bonus  tcxluar'ius  eft  bonus  tbcologus,  was  a  maxim  he 
joften  minded  them  of.  For  this  purpofe,  he  recommended 
to  them  the  ftudy  of  the  Hebrew,  that  tliey  might  he  able 
to  fearch  the  fcriptures  in  the  original.  He  alio  advifed 
them  to  the  ufe  of  an  interleaved  bible,  wherein  to  infert 
fuch  expofitions  and  obfervations,  as  occur  occalionaljy  iu 
fermons  or  othu  books ;  which,  he  would  fay,  are  more 
1)appy  and  confiderable  fometimes,  than  thole  that  are 
found  in  the  profefled  commentators. 

In  the  time  of  his  health,  he  made  death  very  familiar 
to  himfelf,  by  frequent  and  pleafmg  thoughts  and  medi- 
tations of  it ;  and  endeavored  to  make  it  fo  to  his  fiwnds, 


Digitized  by  Google 


P.      HENRY.  0$ 

\>y  freaking  often  of  it.  His  letters  and  difcourfes  had 
frill  fomething  or  other,  which  fpoke  his  conftant  expecta- 
tions of  death  ;  thus  did  he  learn  to  die  daily  :  And  it  is 
hard  to  fay,  whether  it  was  more*  eafy  for  him  to  fpeak, 
or  uneafy  to  his  friends  to  hear  him  fpeak,  of  leaving  the 
world.  This  reminds  me  of  a  paflage  I  was  told  hy  a 
worthy  Scotch  minifter,  Mr.  Patrick  Adair,  that  vifiting 
the  famous  Mr.  Durham,  of  Glafgow,  in  his  laft  ficknefs, 
which  was  long  and  lingering; "he  faid  to  him,  *  Sir,  I 

*  hope  you  have  fd  fet  all  in  order,  that  you  have  nothing 
«  elfc  to  do  hut  to  die/  —  '  1  blefs  GOD  (faid  Mr. 

*  Durham)  I  have  not  had  that  to  do  neither,  thefe  many 

*  years.'  Such  is  the  comfort  of  dying  daily,  when  we 
come  to  die  indeed. 

Mr.  Henrys  conftitution  was  hut  tender,  and  yet,  hy 
the  blefling  of  GOD  upon  his  great  temperance,  and  cart 
of  his  diet,  and  moderate  exercife  by  walking  in  the  air, 
he  did  for  many  years  enjoy  a  good  meafure  of  health, 
which  he  ufed  to  call  "  the  fugar  that  fweetens  all  tem- 
"  poral  mercies,  for  which  therefore  we  ought  to  be 
"  very  thankful,  and  of  which  we  ought  to  he  very  care- 
"  ful. '  He  had  fometimes  violent  fits  of  the  cholic,  which 
would  be  very  afflictive  for  the  time.  Towards  his  lat- 
ter end,  he  was  difrrelled  fometimes  with  a  pain,  which 
his  doctor  thought  might  arife  from  a  ftone  in  his  kid- 
neys. Being  once  upon  a  recovery  from  an  ill  fit  of  that 
pain,  he  faid  to  one  of  his  friends,  that  alked  him  how  he 
did,  he  hoped  **  by  the  grace  of  GOD,  he  jbould  now* 
"  be  able  to  give  one  blow  more  to  the  devil's  kingdom  ;" 
and  often  profefled  he  did  not  "  defire  to  live  a  day  longer, 
"  than  he  might  do  GOD  fome  fervice."  He  faid  to  ano- 
ther, when  he  perceived  himfelf 'recovering ;  "  Well,  T 
"  thought  I  had  been  putting  into  the  harbor,  but  find 
'*  I  mull  put  out  to  fea  again." 

He  was  fometimes  fuddenly  taken  with  fainting  fits^ 
which  when  he  recovered  from,  he  would  fay,  "  dyinc  is 
"  but  a  little  more."  When  he  was  in  the  fixty-third 
Vear  of  his  age,  which  is  commonly  called  the  grand  cli- 
macteric, and  hath  been  to  many  their  dying  year,  and 
was  fo  to  his  father :  he  numbered  the  days  of  it,  from 
Auguji  the  24th,  1693,  to  Auguji  the  24th,  1094,  when 
he  finiftird  it  :  And  when  he  concluded  it,  he  thus  wrote 
in  his  Diary ;  <c  This  day  linilhed  my  commonly  dying 
"  vear,  which  T  have  numbered  the  davs  of :  ana  mould 
"  now  apply  my  heart  more  than  ever  to  heavenly  wif- 
"  dom."    fie  was  much  pleafed  with  that  exprefijon  of 

our 


Digitized  by  Google 


54  P<     II  E  N  R  Y. 

©ur  Ertgli/J)  liturgy,  in  the  office  of  burial,  and  frequetit'jf 
tifed  it :  "  In  the  midlr.  of  life,  we  are  in  death." 

A  little  before  his  ficknefs  and  death,  being  fummer 
time,  he  had-feveral  of  his  children,  and  his  children's 
children,  about  him,  at  Broad-Oak ;  with  whom  he  was 
much  refrefhed,  and  very  chearful ;  but  ever  and  anon 
fpoke  of  the  fafhion  he  was  in,  as  pa/Ting  away ;  and 
often  told  them,  he  mould  be  there  but  a  while  to  bid 
them  welcome.  And  he  was  obferved  frequently  in  prav- 
cr,  to  beg  of  GOD,  that  "  he  would  make  us  ready  for 
"  that,  which  would  come  certainly,  and  might  come 
"  fuddenly."  One  afking  him  how  he  did,  he  anfwered; 
"  I  find  the  chips  fly  off  apace  ;  the  tree  will  be  dowii 
«  fhortly." 

The  fabbath  but  one  before  he  died,  being,  in  the  courfe 
of  his  expofition,  come  to  that  difficult  part  of  fcripture, 
the  fortieth  of  EzekUl,  and  the  following  chapters  ;  he  faid 

would  endeavor  to  explain  thofe  prophecies  to  them  ; 
and  added ;  "  If  I  do  not  do  it  now,  I  never  fhall And 
he  obferved,  that  the  ouly  prophetical  fermon  which  our 
Lord  Jt  fus  preached,  was  but  a  few  days  before  he  died. 
This  many  of  his  hearers  not  only  reflected  upon  after^ 
wards,  but  took  notice  of  at  that  time,  with  a  concern, 
as  having  fomething  in  it  more  than  ordinary.  On  the 
Lord's  day,  June  21,  1 696,  he  went  through  the  work 
of  the  day  with  his  ufual  vigor  and  livelind's.  He  was 
then  preaching  over  the  rirffc  chapter  of  St.  Peters  fccond 
epiille,  and  was  that  day  on  thofe  words,  add  to  your  faith 
virtue,  verfe  5th.  He  took  virtue  for  chriftian  courngo 
and  reiblution  in  the  exercife  of  faith  ;  and  the  lad  thing 
he  mentioned,  in  which  chriftians  have  need  of  courage, 
is  in  dying;  "  for  fas  he  often  uled  to  fay)  it  is  a  ferious 
"  thing  to  die;  and  to  die  is  a  work  by  itfelf." 

On  the  Tuefday  following,  June  23,  he  rofe  at  fix: 
o'clock,  according  to  his  cuitom,  after  a  better  night's 
fleep  than  ordinary,  and  in  ufual  health.  Between  feven 
and  eight  o'clock  ne  performed  family  woriliip,  according 
to  his  manner ;  he  expounded,  very  largely,  the  former 
half  of  the  104th  Pfalm>  and  lung  it ;  but  he  was  fome- 
what  fhorter  in  praver  than  he  ufed  to  be,  being  then  (as 
it  was  thou  gilt)  taken  ill.  BlcJJ'ed  is  that  fervant,  whom 
lis  Lcrd>  when  be  comesy  fiall  find  fo  doing.  Immediately 
after  prayer  he  retired  to  his  chamber,  not  faying  any 
thing  of  his  illnefs,  but  was  foon  after  found  upon  his 
bed  in  great  extremity  of  pain,  in  his  back,  breaft,  and 
bowels ;  it  feemed  to  be  a  complicated  fit  of  the  fton* 

and 
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and  cliolic  together,  with  very  great  extremity.  The 
means  that  had  been  ufed  to  give  him  relief  in  his  illnefs, 
were  altogether  ineffectual :  He  had  not  the  leaft  inter- 
miflion  or  remiflion  of  pain,  neither  up  nor  in  bed.  He 
had  faid  fometimes,  "  That  GOD's  IJrael  may  find  Jtr- 
*'  dan  rough ;  but  there's  no  remedy;  they  muft  through 
"  it  to  Canaan'"  and  he  would  tell  of  a  good  man  that 
ufed  to  fay,  4  He  was  not  fo  much  afraid  of  death  as  of 
*  dying.'  We  know  they  are  not  the  godly  people,  part 
of  the  defcriptioa  of  whofe  condition  it  is,  that  there  are 
no  bands  in  their  death ;  and  yet  their  end  is  peace,  and  their 
death  gain,  and  they  have  hope  in  it. 

It  was  two  or  three  hours  after  he  was  taken  ill,  before 
he  would  fuffer  a  meffenger  to  be  fent  to  Chc/Ier,  for  his 
fon,  and  for  the  doctor,  faying  ;  "  He  fhou'Id  either  be  bet- 
<l  ter  or  dead  before  they  could  come  :"  But  at  lalt  he  faid, 
as  the  prophet  did  to  his  importunate  friends,  Send,  About 
eight  o'clock  that  evening  they  came,  and  found  him  in 
the  fame  extremity  of  pain,  which  he  had  been  in  all 
the  day.  And  nature,  being  before  Ipent  with  his  con- 
ftant  and  indefatigable  labors,  now  funk  under  its  burden, 
and  was  quite  unable  to  grapple  with  fo  many  hours  incef- 
fant  pain.  What  further  means  were  then  ufed  proved 
fruitlefs.  He  apprehended  himfelf  going  apace,  and  laid 
to  his  fon  when  he  came  in,  "  O  ion,  you  are  welcome 
"  to  a  dying  father:  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and  rhe 
"  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand."  His  pain  continued 
verv  acute,  but  he  had  peace  within.  "  I  am  tormented 
"  (faid  he  once) ;  but,  bleffed  be  GOD,  not  in  this 
"  flame  and,  foon  after,  "  1  am  ail  on  fire,"  (when  at 
the  fame  time  his  extreme  parts  were  cold)  but  he  pre- 
sently added,  "  Bleffed  be  GOD,  it  is  not  the  fire  of 
"  hell." 

Towards  ten  or  eleven  o'clock  that  night,  his  pulfe  and 
fight  began  to  fail ;  ot  the  latter  he  himfelf  took  notice, 
and  inferred  from  it  the  near  approach  of  his  dillblution. 
He  took  an  affectionate  farewell  of  his  dear  yoke-fellow, 
with  a  thoufand  thanks  for  all  her  love,  and  care,  and  ten- 
dernefs,  left  a  bleffing  for  all  his  dear  children,  and  their 
dear  yoke-fellows  and  little  ones,  that  were  abfent.  He 
faid  to  his  fon,  who  fat  under  his  head  ;  "  Son,  the  Lord 
"  blefs  you,  and  grant  that  you  may  do  worthily  in  your 
(t  generation,  ana  be  more  ferviceable  to  the  church  of 
u  GOD  than  I  have  been."  Such  was  his  great  humility 
to  the  la  ft.  And  when  his  fon  replied,  *  O  Sir,  pray  for 
'  me,  that  I  may  but  tread  in  your  fteps ;'  he  anfwered  ; 

"  Yea, 
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cc  Yen,  follow  pence  and  holinefs  ;  and  then  let  them"  t:<f 
c<  what  they  will." — More  he  would  have  laid  to  bear 
his  dying  tellimony  to  the  way  in  which  he  had  walked  ; 
but  nature  was  fpent,  and  he  had  not  ftrength  to  ex- 
prefs  it. 

His  understanding  and  fpeech  continued  almoft  to  the 
Lift  breath;  and  he  was  frill,  in  his  dyintr  agonies,  calling 
upon  GOD,  and  committing  himfelf  to  him.  One  of  the 
Lift  words  he  faid,  when  he  found  himfelf  juft  ready  to 

depart,  was,  "  O  death,  where  is  thy  with  that 

his  fpeech  faultered,  and  within  a  few  minutes  (after  aboufr. 
fixteen  hours'  illnefs)  he  quietly  breathed  out  his  precious 
foul  into  the  embraces  or  his  dear  Redeemer,  whom  he 
had  trufted,  and  faithfully  ferved,  in  the  work  of  the  mi- 
niftry,  about  forty-three  years.  He  departed  betwixt 
twelve  and  one  o'clock  in  the  morrting,  on  June  the  24th, 
Aftdfummcr-Dayi  A.  D.  1696,  in  the  fixty-fifth  year  of 
his  age.  Happy,  thrice  happy  he,  to  whom  fuch  a  fudderi 
change  was  no  furprize,  and  who  could  triumph  over 
death,  as  an  unftrung,  difarmed  enemy,  even  when  he 
made  fo  fierce  ait  onfet !  He  had  often  fpoke  of  it  as  his 
defire,  that,  if  it  were  the  will  of  GOD,  u  he  might  not 
**  outlive  his  ufefulnefs smd  it  pleafed  GOD  to  grant 
bim  his  defire,  and  to  give  him  a  Ihort  paflage  from  the 
pulpit  to  the  kingdom,  from  the  height  of  his  ufefulnefs^ 
to  receive  the  recompence  of  reward*  So  was  it  ordered 
by  him,  in  whofe  hands  our  times  are. 

His  body  was  buried  on  the  27th  of  June  following  iri 
Whitchurch  church,  attended  with  a  very  great  company  of 
true  mourners  from  all  the  country  round,  even  frorri 
Cheflcr  and  Shrew/bury,  who  followed  his  corpfe  with 
many  tears.  He  was  averfe  to  all  oftentation,  and  ufed 
to  fay  to  his  relations,  "  When  I  am  dead,  make  but 
<c  little  ado  about  me ;  a  few  will  ferve  to  bring  me  to  my 
€e  grave."  But  his  mind  in  this  refpe&  could  not  be  fol- 
lowed. Many  teftimonies  were  given  of  his  great  worth, 
and  fome  are  recited  in  his  life  written  more  at  large  by 
his  fon,  to  which  we  mult  refer  the  Reader.  We  will 
only  fubjoin  to  this  long  account  fome  few  fentences  of 
this  excellent  man,  which  were  gathered  up  from  his 
preaching  and  converfation,  as  he  himfelf  never  publi£hed 
any  thing. 

Though  Mr.  tfenry,  (fays  his  great  and  pious  fon) 
through  the  excefs  of  his  modefty  and  felf-diffidence, 
never  publifhed  any  of  his  labors  to  the  world,  nor1 
ever  fitted  or  prepared  any  of  them  for  the  prefs ;  yet 

nona 
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hone  more  valued  the  labors  of  others,  or  rejoiced  more 
in  them  ;  nor  have  I  heard  any  complain  lefs  of  the  mul- 
titude of  good  books,  concerning  which  he  often  laid, 
«*  That  ftore  is  no  fore;" and  he  was  very  forward  to  per- 
fbade  others  to  publilh  ;  and  always  exprefled  a  particular 
pleafure  in  reading  the  lives,  a&ions,  and  fayings  of  emi- 
nent men,  antient  and  modern,  which  he  thought  the  moll 
ufeful  and  inftruftive  kind  of  writings.  He  was  alio  a 
very  candid  reader  of  hooks,- not  apt  to  pick  quarrels  with 
What  he  read,  efpecially  when  the  defign  appeared  to  be 
honeft ;  and  when  others  would  find  fault,  and  lay,  this 
ivas  wanting,  anil  the  other  amifs,  his  ufual  excuie  Was, ' 
«4  There  is  nothing  perfect  Under  the  fun." 

'Twas  a  faying  he  frequently  ufed,  that  "  every  crea- 
cc  ture  is  that  to  us,  and  only  that,  which  GOD  makes  it 
44  to  be  :"  And  another  Was,  44  Duty  is  our's ;  events 
14  are  GOD's  :"  And  another  was,  44  1  he  foul  is  the  man, 
44  and,  therefore,  that  is  always  heft  for  us,  which  is  beft 
44  for  our  fouls  :"  And  another  was,  44  The  devil  cozens 
14  us  of  all  our  time,  bv  cozening  us  of  the  prefent  time." 

In  his  thankfgivings  for  temporal  mercies,  he  often  faid, 
44  If  the  end  of  one  mercy  were  not  the  beginning  of  ano- 
44  ther,  we  were  undone  :"  And  to  encourage  to  the  work 
of  thankfgiving,  he  would  fay,  that  44  new  mercies  called 
44  for  new  returns  of  praife ;  and  then  thofe  new  returns 
44  Will  fetch  in  new  mercies."  And  from  Pfulm  1.  23.  He 
that  offers  prttifc  glorifies  fne<,  and  to  him  that  orders  his  con* 
verfaiion  aright;  ---he  obferved,  44  That  thankfgiving  is 
44  good,  but  thankfliving  is  better." 

When  he  fpoke  of  a  good  name,  he  Ufually  defcribed  it 
to  be,  44  a  name  for  good  things  with  good  people." 
When  he  fpoke  of  contentment,  he  ufed  to  fay,  44  When 
"  the  mind  and  the  condition  meet,  there  is  contentment^ 
44  Now,  in  order  to  that,  either  the  condition  mult  be 
44  brought  up  to  the  mind,  and  that  is  not  only  unreafon- 
44  able  but  impofiible;  for,  as  the  condition  rifeth,  the  mind 
44  rifeth  with  it ;  or  elfe  the  mind  mult,  be  brought  down 
44  to  the  condition,  and  that  is  bothpolTible  and  reasonable." 
And  he  obfei  ved,  44  That  no  condition  of  life  will  of  it- 
44  felf  make  a  man  content,  Without  the  grace  of  GOD; 
44  for  we  find  Human  difcontented  in  the  court ;  Ahab  dil- 
44  contented  on  the  throne ;  Adam  difcontented  in  para- 
44  dife ;  nay  (and  higher  we  cannot  go)  the  angels  that 
**  fell,  difcontented  in  heaven  itfelf." 

He  faid,  there  were  four  things,  which  he  would  not  for 
the  world  luve  againft  him,  44  The  word  of  GOD,  his 

Vol,  IV.  H  44  own 
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44  own  confcirnce,  the  prayers  of  the  poor,  and  th«  a?* 
count  of  godly  minifters. 

44  He  that  hath  a  blind  conference  which  fees  nothing* 
a  dead  confeienco  which  feels  nothing,  and  a  dumb  con- 
44  Icience  which  fays  nothing,  is  in  as  mileiable  a  condi- 
44  tion  as  a  man  can  be  in,  on  this  frde  hell." 

Preaching  on  I  Pet*  i.  6.  If  need  bey  ye  are  in  heav'inefs— 
He  (hewed  what  need  the  people  of  GOD  have  of  afflic- 
tions :  44  The  fame  need  as  our  bodies  have  of  phvflc, 
44  that  our  trees  have  of  pruning,  that  gold  and  lilver 
44  have  ot  the  furnace,  that  liquors  have  pt  being  emptied 
44  from  veflel  to  veflel,  that  the  iron  hath  of  a  rile,  that 
44  the  fields  have  of  a  hedge,  that  the  child  has  of  a  rod," 
Preaching  on  that  prayer  of  Ckriji  lor  his  difciples, 
John  xvii.  21.  That  tbev  all  mav  be  one,  which  no  doubt 
is  an  anfwered  prayer,  for  the  Father  heard  him  always  : 
He  flie wed,  44  That  notwithstanding  the  many  fad  divi- 
44  Hons  that  are  in  the  church,  yet  all  the  faints,  as  far  as* 
44  they  are  fanclified,  are  one  ;  one  in  relation,  one  flock, 
44  one  family,  one  building,  one  body,  one  bread;  one  by 
4 4  representation,  one  in  image  and  likenefs,  of  one  incli- 
44  nation  and  difpofition  ;  one  in  their  aims,  one  in  their 
44  afkings,  one  in  amitv  and  friendihip,  one  in  intereft, 
44  and  one  in  their  inheritance  ;  nay,  they  are  one  in 
4*  judgement  and  opinion;  though  in  fome  things  they 
44  differ,  yet  thofe  things  in  which  they  are  agreed  are 
44  many  more,  and  much  more  confiderable,  than  thofe 
44  things  in  which  they  differ.  They  are  all  of  a  mind 
44  concerning  fin,  that  it  is  the  worft  thing  in  the  world  , 
44  concerning  Cbrij},  that  he  is  all  in  all;  concerning  the 
44  favor  of  (iOD,  that  it  is  better  than  life;  concerning. 
44  the  world,  that  it  is  vanity;  concerning  the  word  of 
44  GOD,  that  it  is  very  precious, 

the 

*  The  Monthly  Re-vieiven  arc  plcaftd  to  acknowledge  the  Author's 
**  Catholicifm  and  Charity"'  in  parting  over  the  diltin&ions  of  Con- 
formity and  Non-conformity  to  the  Eltablifhed  Church  ;  but  they 
yfftft  an  Inquiry,  why  Sscinus  is  not  admitted  into  this  evangelical 
Publication,  as  well  as  Calvin  or  Bcxa*.— - The  ft; 01 1  Anfwer  is,  becaufe 
2>cci/;uSj  fo  far  from  being  rvanqsiicat,  >s  not  allowed  to  be  a  Chrijlian9 
and  would  have  made  thcrt-foie  a  poor  figure  among  our  Worthies  who 
Irwd,  diioreJ,  and  truJieJ  in  CliRi^T,  as  their  Lord  and  tbiir  God. 
Whin  thefe  Gentlemen  crm  point  out  among  the  Adherents  of  the 
Sod'ii,  or  among  thole  who  deny  the  ejjtntnil  Divinity  of  Jesus 
Christ,  any  Pa-ions  who  receive  J  out  01  his  Tulntfs  Grace  for  Grace 
in  their  Lives,  ar.d  ti  iumphan'lv  ^lorihed  him  in  their  Deaths  ;  as 
aimoil  all  thofe  have  done,  whole  Nanu'S  we  think  it  our  Honor  to 
iccoid  in  theltr  V  olumes  ;  th-n  tlu-ir  |»rctcnlious  to  this  Brotherhood 
jn..y  ma.;  Coni'.Jerution.  At  pjduii,  wt  think,  it  u  Du;y  net  to  mingle 
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k,  the  great  thing  that  he  condemned  and  witnefled  agalrirt 
in  the  church  or  -Romr,  was  their  monopolizing  of  the 
church,  and  condemning  all  that  are  not  in  with  their  in- 
U-refts,  which  is  fo  directly  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the1 
gofpel,  as  nothing  can  be  more.  He  fometimes  laid,  "  I 
4<  am  too  much  a  catholic,  to  be  a  Roman  catholic." 

He  often  exprefied  himfelf  well  pleafed  with  St  Aujlinsh 
healing  rule,  which,  if  duly  obferved,  would  put  an  end  to 
all  our  divifions  :  "  5//  in  ncccffariis  unitas,  in  non  neceffariii 
"  liber  tasy  in  omnibus  charitas.  In  necejfary  things  let 
"  there  be  unity;  in  things  not  neccjjary,  liberty ;  and  irt 
"  all  things,  charity" 

He  obferved  from  Numb.  x.  12.  "  That  all  out  removed 
li  in  this  world  are  but  from  one  wilderncfs  to  another. 
"  Upon  any  change  that  is  before  us,  we  are  apt  ttf 
"  promife  ourfelves  a  Canaan;  but  we  ihall  be  deceived  J 
u  it  will  prove  a  w.ildernefs." 

When  fome  fcealouS  people  in  the  country  Would  have 
him  to  preach  againlt.  tap -knots,  and  other  vanities  in  appa- 
rel, he  would  fav  ;  4t  that  was  none  of  his  buiinefs  ;  if  he 
"  could  perfuade  people  to  Chrifi  ;  the  pride,  and  vanity, 
"  and  excefs  of  thole  things  would  fall  of  courfe ;"  and 
Vet  he  had  a  did  ike  to  vanity  and  gaiety  of  drels,  and  al- 
lowed it  not  in  thofe,  that  he  had  influence  upon*  Hi$ 
rule  was,  that  in  fuch  things  we  muft  neither  bs  bwU 
nor  apes ;  not  affecl  Angularity,  riot  affecl  modifhnefs ; 
nor  (as  heufed  to  obferve  from  I  Pet.  iii.  3.)  "  make  the 
**  putting  oh  of  apparel  our  adorning,  becaufe  chriltians 
"  have  better  things  to  adorn  themielvcs  with."  . 

Speaking  of  the  caufes  of  atheifm,  he  had  this  obferva-* 
tion;  <c  That  a  head  full  of  vain  and  unprofitable  notions* 
"  meeting  with  a  heart  full  of  pride  and  felf-conceited- 
c<  nefs,  difpofe  ri  man  directly  to  be  an  atheift." 

A  gentlewoman,  that  upon  fome  unkindnefs  betwixt 
her  and  her  hilfband,  was  parted  from  him,  and  lived  fe- 
parately  near  a  twelve- month,  grew  melancholy,  and  com-* 
plained  of  fin,  and  the  withdrawing  of  the  light  of  GOD's 
countenance,  and  the  want  of  aUurance;  he  told  her* 
"  (he  mult  rectify  what  was  amifs  between  her  and  her 
f<  hufband,  and  return  into  the  way  of  dutv,  elie  'twas 

H  2  '  "in 

fhe  Characters  of  Mrn,  who,  when  alive,  would  rot  hive  wjflhecl  to" 
be  fo  mingled,  but  rather  would  have  followed  the  Apottlc  Paiif*  Pre- 
cept of  RejeSio*,  and  the  Apoftle  John'*  Example  of  avoiding  thofe. 
who,  like  Cer'iPtius,  traduce  the  divine  Nature  of  their  GoD  and 
Saviour.  Reputed  Probity  alone  will  not  afford  a  Sufficient  Title,  f>f 
tccrates  and  many  other  Heathens  had  this ;  but  that  Sort  of  Chr\f+^ 
iianitjt  which  our  excellent  Pretfchci  herefpeaks  off  upon^A/i  j<vii.»l> 
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44  in  vain  to  expccl  peace."  Her  friends  were  againA  itj 
»  "but  he  faid,  44  he  was  confident  it  would  prove  lb." 

He  laid,  he  had  obferved  concerning  himfelf,  44  That  Ire 
44  was  fometimes  the  worfe  for  eating,  but  never  for  ab- 
€C  Ainence,;  fometimes  the  worfe  for  wearing  too  few 
44  deaths,  but  never  for  wearing  too  many;  fometimes 
44  the  worfe  for  fpeaking,  but  never  fot  keeping  filenee." 

44  We  have  three  unchangeable^  to  oppofe  to  all  other 
44  mutabilities  ;  an  unchangeable  covenant,  an  unchange- 
44  able  GOD,  and  an  unchangeable  heaven  :  And  while 
44  thefe  three  remain  the  fame,  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for 
44  ever;  welcome  the  will  of  our  heavenly  Father  in  all 
44  events  that  may  happen  to  us  ;  come  what  will,  nothing 
44  can  come  amifs  to  us." 

In  a  letter  to  a  fiiend,  he  faid  ;  44  As  to  the  acceiTiorf 
44  lately  made  to  your  eftatc,  much  good  may  it  do  you  ; 
44  that  is,  much  good  may  you  do  with  it,  which  is  the 
**  true  good  of  an  eflate.  The  Lady  Warwick  would 
44  thank  him,  that  would  give  her  a  thoufand  a  year,  and 
44  and  tye  her  up  from  doing  good  with  it.  I  rejoice  in 
44  the  large  heart  which  GOD  hath  given  you  with  your 
44  large  eftate,  without  which  heart  the  eftate  would  be 
44  vour  fnare." 

\Ve  will  only  add  fome  fa  vines  of  Mr.  Edward Laurence 9 
one  of  Mr.  Philip  Ilcnrys  friends,  which  Mr.  Matthew 
Henry  has  annexed  to  the  life  of  his  father.  They  are  too 
choice  to  be  omitted. 

At  his  meals,  Mr.  Laurence  would  often  fpeak  of  4  ufing 
4  GOD's  creatures  as  his  witneftes  that  he  is  good;  and 
4  we  cannot  conceive  how  much  good  our  GOD  doth 
4  every  moment.'  An  expreflion  of  his  great  regard  to 
juftice,  was  that  common  caution  he  gave  his  children, 
4  Tremble  to  borrow  two-pence ;'  and  of  his  tendernefs 
and  meeknefs  this,  4  Make  no  man  anqry  nor  fad.'  He 
often  faid,  4  1  adore  the  wifilom  of  Gt)D,  that  he  hath 
4  not  feen  meet  to  trull  me  with  riches.'  When  he  faw 
little  children  playing  in  the  ft  reefs,  he  woald  often  lift 
up  his  heart  in  an  ejaculatory  prayer  to  GOD  for  them, 
calling  them  4  the  feed  of  the  next  generation.'  When 
his  friend  chofe  to  ride  the  hack-wav  into  town,  he  plea- 
fmtly  checked  him,  telling  him,  4  tint  his  heart  had  been 
4  often  refreflied,  when  he  hath  looked  out  of  the  window, 
4  and  feen  a  good  man  go  along  the  ftrcets.'  He  ufed  to 
fay,  4  That  Cromwell  did  more  real  prejudice  to  religion* 

*  by  his  hypocrify,  than  K.  Charles  11.  did,  that  never 
4  pre:«  nd*-d  to  it.'    As  alfo,  4  that  he  feared  the  fm>  of 

*  the  kind  more  than  the  Xntub? 

A  friend 
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A  friend  of  his  in  the  country,  writing  to  him  not  long 
ncfoTe  he  died,  denied  his  thoughts  concerning  the  dirTer- 
ences  among  the  London  difTenters,  to  which  he  returned 
this  anfwer  :  1  I  can  fay  little  concerning  our  diviiions, 

*  which,  when  fome  men's  judgements  and  tempers  ar# 

*  healed,  will  be  alio  healed,  lut,  when  will  that  he? 
€  They  that  have  moil  holinefs  are  moft  peaceable,  and 
K  have  moll  comfort,' 

This  memoir  hath  been  rather  prolix  ;  hut  indeed  it  was 
hard  to  abridge.  Much  excellent  matter  hath  been  ne- 
celTarily  omitted;  for  which  we  mult  refer  the  Reader  to 
fhe  hiltory  of  his  life  drawn  by  his  fon,  where  a  pioug 
mind  cannot  but  find  delight  and  edification. 

JOHN    B  A  I  L  Y. 

HE  was  a  Minifter  of  the  gofpel  in  New  England,'  but 
was  born  February  24,  1643,  near  B/ackbourn,  ill 
Lancafbircy  of  a  very  pious  mother ;  who,  before  he  was 
born,  dedicated  him  unto  the  fervice  of  GOD. 

On  the  annual  return  of  his  birth-day,  he  ufed  to  take 
notice  of  the  goodnefs  of  GOD  towards  him,  and  make 
humble  and  ufeful  rerle&ions  thereon.  '  Once  particu- 
c  larly  (fays  his  pious  biographer)  I  find  him  thus  enter- 
'  taining  himfelf.'  "  This  is  my  birth-day;  I  am  ready 
"  to  fay  of  it,  as  Job  doth  of  his  :  But  I  forbear  any  \m- 
"  advifed  words  about  it.  Only  I  have  done  little  for 
t"  GOD,  and  much  againll  him ;  for  w  hich  I  am  forry.'* 
•  When  this  day  la  ft  returned,  he  thus  wrote  :  "  1  may  fay 
"  with  a  great  figh,  this  was  my  birth-day.  O  how  little 
"  good  have  1  done  all  this  while  I  O  what  reafon  have  I  to 
"  ftand  amazed  at  the  riches  of  GOD's  forbearance!  Much 
"  may  happen  this  year  !  Lord,  carry  me  through  it  !'* 

Front  a  child  he  knciv  the  holy  [criptures,  and  from  a  child 
was  wif?  unto  fahntion;  giving  great  and  conltant  cvid(;nce 
of  it,  by  hi>  habitual  fear  of  GOD,  and  the  practice  of 
dailv  prayer.  There  was  one  very  remarkable  effect  of  it. 
His  father  was  a  man  of  a  very  licentious  converfation  : 
And  his  mother  one  day  took  him  while  he  was  a  child, 
and  calling  the  family  together,  made  him  to  pray  with 
them.  His  father  coming  to  underfrand  at  what  rate  the 
child  had  prayed  with  the  familv,  it  fmote  his  foul  with 
great  conviction,  and  proved  the  beginning  of  his  con- 
vcrhon. 

H  3  This 
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This  hopeful  youth  was  educated  under  two  worthy 
tutors  jn  claffical  learning  ;  and,  at  about  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two, he  entered  on  the  public  preaching  of  the  gofpel, 
!He  began  at  Cheftcr^  but  afterwards  went  oyer  to  Ireland, 
"where,  by  frequent  labors,  he  much  injured  his  health, 
which  was  never  perfectly  recovered.  He  fpent  about 
fourteen  years  of  his  life  at  Limerick,  and  faw  fo  many 
feals  of  his  miniftry,  that  he  feerned  rather  to  fifli  with  a 
pet,  than  with  a  hook,  for  the  kingdom  of  GOD. 

He  patiently  fyffered  long  and  hard  imprifonmehts  from, 
thofe  men,  concerning  whom  a  divine  of  the  church  of 
Engktnd  very  truly  fays,—'  That  they  were  atheifts,  with 

*  the  inventions  of  ceremonies  habited  like  chriftians,  for 
?  the  fervice  of  the  devil,  to  corrupt  and  dertroy  true 

*  chriftianity.*  He  no  fooner  began  to  preach,  but  his  fide- 
lity was  tried ;  and  he  fufrered  a  hard  imprisonment,  be- 
caufe  in  his  confeience  he  could  not  conform  to  the  cere- 
monies of  the  eftablifhed  church.  While  he  was  a  young 
inan,  he  often  travelled  far  by  night,  in  the  winter,  to 
enjoy  the  ordinances  of  the  gofpel  privately  adminiftered 
jn  diluting  congregations;  and  he  was  fqmetimes  laid  it; 
Lancajhirc  jail  for  being  found  there,  * 

.  When  ho  was  at  Limerick,  the  attendance  of  a  perfoa 
of  great  quality,  and  his  lady  (who  were  related  tp  the 
duke  of  Ormondy  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland)  upon 
his  miniftry,  provoked  the  hi/hop  to  complain  to  the  lord 
lieutenant.  This  gentlemen  then  proffered  Mr.  Baily,- 
that,  if  he  would  conform,  he  would  procure  his  being 
made  chaplain  to  the  duke,  and  having  a  deaqry  immedw 
ately,  and  a  bifhopric  upon  the  rlrft  vacancy.  But  he, 
from  a  truly  noble,  difinterefted  fpirit,  dildaining  worldly 
things,  when  (as  he  thought)  they  h\>od  in  competition, 
with  Chrifl  and  the  purity  of  his  woiihip,  refufed  them  all.' 

Mr.  Baily  went  on  in  the  oxercifc  of  his  miniftry,  not 
purfuing  any  factious  dehgnc,  but  endeavoring  the  real 
converiion  of  fouls  to  Cbtijl  and  holinefs.  And  now, 
;hough  he  vyas  fo.  blamelefs  in  his  whole  converfation,  thafr 
he  was  ajwayi  much  beloved  wherever  became;  yet  he 
(uftered  another  long  imprifonment,  while  the  papifts  in 
vhe  neighborhood  had  all  manner  of  liberty  and  counte- 
nance. When  he  was  before  the  judges,  he  faid  to  them, 
*<  If  I  had  been  drinking,  and  gaming,  and  caroufing  ai 
{<  a  tavern  with  my  company,  my  lords,  1  prefume  that 

would  not  have  procured  my  being  thus  treated  as  An 
*<  offender.  Muft  praying  ro  GOD,  and  preaching  of 
«'  Clx\ft  witji  a  company  of  chnftiap.s,  who  are  as  peace.- 
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*c  able  and  inofFeniive,  and  as  Serviceable  to  his  majefty 
'*  and  the  government  as  any  of  his  Subjects  :  mult  this  he  a 
44  greater  crime  r"  The  recorder  anlwered, — 4  We  will 
*  have  vou  to  know,  it  is  a  greater  crime.'  His  flock  often 
prayed  and  failed  tor  his  releaSe,  and  likewife  made  humble 
applications  for  it  to  the  judges  at  the  afiizes ;  but  no  dis- 
charge would  be  granted  him,  without  Security  that  he 
Aiould  depart  the  land  within  a  time  limitted,  which  was 
hut  Small.  Ncio  England,  however,  now  afforded  to  Mr. 
Rally  an  opportunity  of  laboring  near  fourteen  years  more 
in  the  worlc  which  he  loved  above  all  things  in  the  world, 
tfhe  work  of  turning  the  Souls  of  men  from  darkneSs  to 
light,  from  Satan  to  GOD.  In  which,  for  Some  time, 
hh  younger  brother,  Mr.  Thomas  Baily,  who  went  over 
with  him,  was  his  affectionate  and  beloved  afliltant  till  his 
(Mr.  Thomas  Baily  s)  death,  which  happened  on  January 
21,  1689;  and  on  whoSe  death  Mr.  John  Baily  made  the 
following  note  in  his  diary  :  44  He  died  well,  which  is  a 
great  word  ;  So  Sweetly,  that  I  never  Saw  the  like  before." 

Mr.  John  Baily  was  a  man  of  great  holineSs,  and  of  So 
Render  a  conScience,  that  if  he  had  been  at  any  time  but 
innocently  pleafant  in  the  company  of  his  friends,  it  coft 
him  afterwards  Some  Sad  reflections,  through  Sear  that  un- 
warily he  had  grieved  the  holy  Spirit  of  Chrifi.  The  defire 
of  this  holy  man  wa6,  as  himlelf  exprefTed  it,  44  To  get 
44  up  to  patience  under  the  calamities  of  life,  and  to  earneft 

longings  for  the  life  to  come."  On  a  certain  occafion 
he  thus  exprefled  himfelS :  44  O  that  I  might  not  be  of  the 
44  number  of  them  that  live  without  love,  Speak  .  without 
44  reeling,  and  act  without  life  !  O  that  GOD  would  make 
44  me  his  humble,  and  upright,  and  faithful  Servant !"  On 
receiving  fome  valuable  preients,  he  thus  wrote  in  his  diary: 
"  I  have  my  wages  quickly.  But,  O  that  GOD  may  not 
44  put  me  ofT  with  a  reward  here  !  O  that  GOD  may  be 
44  my  reward  !* 

The  holy  word  of  GOD  was  very  dear  to  him,  as  it  is 
to  every  holy  man  ;  and  as  an  evidence  of  his  tender  atten- 
tion to  it,  we  have  the  following  paflage  in  his  diary  : — 
44  January  11.  1  tiniihed  the  reading  of  the  bible  in  my 
44  family  as  formerly.  O  'tis  a  dear  book  ;  'tis  always 
44  new.  At  the  beginning  of  every  chapter  'tis  good 
4>  to  fay,  Lord,  open  my  eyes,  that  I  may  See  wonders 
44  out  oS  thy  law  !  And  when  we  ihut  it  up,  to  Say,  I 
44  hare  Seen  an  end  of  all  perfection,  but  thy  law  is  ex- 
44  ceeding  broad.  O  how  tenible  are  the  threatnings,  how 
"  precious  are  the  promiSes,  how  Serious  are  the  precepts, 

H  4  44  how 
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<fc  how  deep  are  the  prophecies  of  this  book  !"  In  his  diary* 
are  frequently  found  fuch  exprefiions  as  thefe :  "  O  that 
"  I  mav  glorify  GOD  with  all  I  am  and  have,  even  with 
«  all  the  faculties  of  my  foul,  all  the  members  of  my 
<£  body,  and  in  all  the  capacities  and  relation?  1  ftand  in, 
"  as  man,  maflel,  minifter,  hufband,  kinfman,  and  neigh- 
"  bor.  O,  I  Hand  in  need  both  of  a  juftifying  Ckr\J1% 
"  and  a  fanclifying  Chrift  !  When  mall  I  fcnfcbly  find, 
"  Chrifl  fwaying  his  fcepter  in  my  foul  1" 

When  he  removed  to  a  new  dwelling,  it  was  his  manner 
to  dedicate  it  to  GOD  in  prayer.  On  fuch  a  removal  he* 
wrote  the  following  paflhge  in  his  diary  :  "  \  could  not  but, 
«*  leaye  my  old  houfe  with  a  prayer  in  every  ropm  of  it 

for  pardoning  mercy/1  When  one  of  his  children  was. 
to  be  baptised,  he  thus  wrote:  "  I  fpent  fome  time  in  offer- 
<«  ing  -up  myfelf  and  my  child  unto  the  Lord,  and  irt 
<<  taking  hold  of  the  covenant  for  myfelf  and  him.  It  i$ 
"  actually  to  be  done  to-morrow  in  baptifm,  1  prayet\ 
«  hard  this  day,  that  I  might  he  able  in  much  faith,  and 
"  love,  and  new  covenant- obedience  to  do  it  to  morrow. 
«<  It  is  not  eafy,  though  common,  to  offer  a  child  unta 
"  GOD  in  baptifm.  O  that  is  a  fwcet  word,— /  will  be 
««  a  GOU  to  thee,  and  to  thy  fe*d  after  thee.  Nq  marvel 
"  Abraham  fell  on  his  face  at  the  hearing  of  it."  On  his 
parting  with  the  greateft  enjoyment  he  had  in  this  world, 
he  thus  wrote  in  his  diary:  "  If  1  can  but  exchange  out- 
"  ward  comforts  for  inward  graces,  'tis  well  enough.  O 
"  for  an  heart  to  glorify  GOD  in  the  fire  Vx  On  another 
occafion  he  wrote  thus :  "  1  did  not  watch  my  tongue  as 

I  ought,  which  coll  me  much  trouble  afterwards,  and 
«  made  me  walk  heavily.  'Tis  a  mad  thing  to  fm.n  On 
A  like  cccafton  he  wrote  as  follows  :  "  That  is  a  ferious 
*i  word  methinks,  in  Eph.  iv.  30.  I  have  grieved  the  ho/y 
"  Spirit  by  my  unedi tying  communication.  O  that  in 
<J  fp^Vking  I  ml^ht  adminifter  grace  to  the  hearer  !  O 

that  honey  and  milk  were  under  my  tongue  continually!1* 

At  another  time  :  "  O  that  Jefus  Chrifi  would  under- 
"  take  for  me  !  If  GOD  marveloufly  prevent  not,  I  fhall 
"  lay  clown  mv  work.  O  Lord  appear  !  O  for  one  faving 
"  fight  of  th?  love  an4  lovelinefs  of  J-fusChri/if  I  wirfi 
"  I  could  fay  ^  nay  dear  tutor  Dr.  ilarrifcn  laid,  whole- 
<c  words  were,  That  he  could  not  live  a  day  without  t 
"  frefh  manifefhtion  of  GOD  to  his  foul !"  At  another 
time  :  "  I  was  now  fupported  by  the  thoughts  of  a  preci- 
4<  otis  Jefus.  I  mould  lor  ever  link  but  for  him.  When  I 
"  look  backward  ot  forward,  upward  or  downward,  f 
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«  link,  I  die ;  bt:t  when  I  look  at  the  fwect  Jefus,  I  live, 
"  1  may  refolve  with  Dr.  Prcjlon  (O  that  1  could  !) 
"  and  lay,  1  have  often  tried  GOD,  and  now  Til  truft 

htm.    'Tis  a  good  resolution  :  Lord  help  me  to  it  !" 

In  his  diarv,  a  little  before  his  end,  he  wrote  thus  :  u  I 
*<  do  more  ice  into  the  great  myftery  of  our  juliification 
"  by  faith,  merely  of  grace.  There  is  no  refpeft  in  it  to 
"  this  or  that  ;  but  jefus  Cbrijl  having  wrought  out  a 
"  redemption  for  us,  and  by  his  a&ive  and  paflive  ohedi- 
"  ence  procured  a  fufficicnt  righteoufnefs,  and  made  a 
*«  tender  of  it  in  the  gofpel,  it  becomes  mine  hv  mv  ac- 
"  ceptance  of  it,  and  relying  on  it  alone  for  falvation. 
"  And  (hall  I  not  accept  of  it  ?  God  forbid.  1  fee  there 
"  are  two  things  wherein  I  cannot  eafily  exceed,  namely, 
"  in  afcribing  to  the  grace  of  GOD,  the  freenefs  and 

riches  of  it,  man's  falvation ;  and  in  afcribing  to  the 
u  righteoufnefs  of  Cbrijl,  man's  jufriheation." 

His  laft  words  were  (fpeaking  of  Chrjft)  :  "  O  what 
"  fliall  I  fay  ?  He  is  altogether  lovely.  O,  all  our  prai fes 
"  of  him  are  poor  and  low  things  !"  And  then  added, 
l*  His  glorious  angels  are  come  for  me  !"  Upon  the  faying 
of  this,  he  clofed  his  own  eyes  on  the  Lord's  day,  about 
three  in  the  afternoon,  Qtlober  16,  1697. 


WILLIAM  BATES,  D.  D. 

THIS  very  excellent  Scholar  and  Divine  was  born  in 
J^rJember  1625,  and,  after  a  fuitablefchool-eilucation, 
was  fent  to  Cambridge,  where  he  was  admitted  of  Emanuel- 
College,  from  which  he  removed  to  Kings,  in  1644.  He 
commenced  bachelor  of  arts  in  1647,  and,  applying  him- 
felf  to  the  iludy  of  divinity,  became  a  diilinguifhed 
preacher  among  the  prelbyterians.  In  a  courfe  of  ti;ne, 
he  was  appointed  vicar  of  St.  Dunftans  in  the  Weil, 
London  ;  and  joined  with  feveral  other  divines  in  preaching 
a  morning-excrcife  at  Cripplegate  church.  At  this  exer- 
ciie  Dr.  Yilhtfin  preached,  in  September  1661,  the  lirft 
fermon  which  was  ever  printed  bv  him.  Upon  the 
reOoration  of  iv.  Charles  II.  Mr.  'Bates  was  made  o'ns 
of  his  majefly's  chaplains;  and,  in  the  Kovem'.ycr  follow- 
ing, was  admitted,  together  with  Mr.  Tbwxs  Jaeomb 
and  Mr.  Robert  Illlde,  to  the  decree  of  doctor  in  divinity 
in  the  univeuity  of  Cambridge,  by  royal  mandate.  Tb^ 
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king's  letter  to  this  purpofe  was  dated  on  the  ninth  of 
that  month. 

About  the  fame  time,  he  was  offered  the  deanery  of 
Litchfield  and  Coventry,  which  he  refufed ;  and  it  is  faid 
tint  he  might  afterwards  have  been  railed  to  any  bilh- 
opric  in  the  kingdom,  if  he  would  have  conformed  to  the 
tdbbliihed  church.  Dr.  Bates  was  one  of  the  commifli- 
oners  at  the  Savoy  conference  in  1660,  for  reviewing  the 
public  liturgy,  and  was  concerned  in  drawing  up  the 
exceptions  againft  the  common  prayer.  He  was,  like- 
wile,  chofen  on  the  part  of  the  prenSyterian  minifters, 
together  with  Dr.  Jacomb  and  Mr.  Baxter,  to  manage 
the  difpute  with  Dr.  Pear/on,  afterwards  bifhop  of  Chcjlcr, 
Dr.  Gunning,  afterwards  bifhop  of  Ely,  and  Dr.  Sparrow, 
afterwards  bifhop  of  Ely.  In  1665,  he  took  the  oath 
required  of  the  nonconforming.  It  was  to  this  purpofe; 
that  they  Ihpuld  fwear,  '  that  it  was  not  lawful,  upon 

*  any  pretence  whatever,  to  take  arms  againft  the  king  ; 

*  and  that  they  abhorred  the  traiterous  polition  of  taking 

*  arms,  by  his  authority,  againft  his  perfon,  or  againit 

*  thofe,  tnat  are  commiflioned  by  him,  in  puifuance  of 
«  fuch  comraiflion ;  and  that  they  would  not  at  any  time 

*  endeavor  any  alteration  in  the  government,  either  in 

*  church  or  in  ftate.'  Thofe  who  refufed  this  oath  were 
to  be  reftrained  from  coming  (except  upon  the  road) 
within  five  miles  of  any  city  or  corporation,  or  any 
place  which  fent  burgefles  to  parliament,  or  where  ihey 
had  been  minifters,  or  had  preached  fmce  the  act  of 
oblivion.  The  act,  which  impofed  this  oath,  openly  ac- 
cufed  the  nonconforming  minifters  of  feditious  doctrines 
and  practices.  Hereupon  fome  of  them  ftudied  how  to 
takr  the  oath  lawfully  ;  and  Dr.  Bates  confulted  the  lordr 
keeper  Brldgman,  who  promifed  to  be  prefent  at  the  next 
fcflions,  and  openly  to  declare  from  the  bench,  that  by 
endeavor  to  change  the  government  in  church,  was  meant 
only  *  unlawful  endeavor  which  fatisfying  him,  he 
thereby  fatished  others;  and  accordingly  twenty  of  them 
came  !n  at  the  feflions,  and  took  the  oath.  Dr.  Bates 
wrote  a  letter  hereupon  to  Mr.  Baxter,  representing  the 
cafe,  and  the  reafons  upon  which  the  minifters  acted  $ 
hut  Mr.  Baxter,  who  gives  us  this  account,  tells  us, 
that  the  arguments  ufed  in  the  letter  feemed  to  him  not 
fufficient  to  enervate  the  force  of  the  objections  againft 
their  taking  the  oath,  by  the  act  commonly  called  the 
Five-mile  Act,  and  which  had  pafled  in  the  parliament 
held  that  year  at  Oxford,  on  account  of  the  plague's  being 

tu 
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Ift  London.  When,  about  January  1667-8,  a  treaty  was 
propofed  by  Sir  Orlando  Bndgman,  lord -keeper  of  the 
great  leal,  and  countenanced  by  the  lord  chief  baron 
•Half,  for  a  comprehcnfion  of  fuch  of  the  diflenters  as 
fould  be  brought  into  the  communion  of  the  church, 
and  for  a  toleration  of  the  reft,  Dr.  Bates  was  one  of  the 
divines  who,  on  the  preftjyterian  fide,  were  engaged  in 
drawing  up  a  fcheme  of  the  alterations  and  conceflions 
JeGred  by  that  party. 

He  was  concerned,  likewife,  in  another  fruitlefs  at- 
tempt of  the  fame  kind,  which  was  made  in  1674.  Dir. 
Bates  bore  a  moft  excellent  character.  Mr.  Baxter  ftyles 
him  a  Jearned,  judicious,  and  moderate  divine.  Mr.  John 
Howe,  formerly  fellow  of  Magdalen -ColUge  in  Oxford, 
in  his  funeral  fermon  for  him  on  John  xi.  16.  has 
given  his  character  at  large.  He  reprefents  him  as  a 
man  of  the  moft  graceful  appearance  and  deportment ; 
of  ftrong  natural  abilities,  and  extenfive  learning  ;  of  an 
admirable  memory  ;  a  great  collector  and  devourer  of 
books;  of  .the  moft  agreeable  and  ufeful  converfation ; 
and  remarkable  for  a  peculiar  fpirit  of  moderation,  and 
zeal  for  union  among  chriftians,  and  was  honored  with 
:he  efteem  a^id  acquaintance  of  lord  keeper  Bridgman% 
lord  chancellor  Finch,  and  his  fon,  tbe  carl  of  Nottingham. 
Dr.  Tilktfon  had  fuch  an  opinion  of  our  nonconforming 
learning  and  temper,  that  it  became  the  ground  of  a 
freindftiip  between  them,  which  continued  to  the  death 
of  that  prelate.  Dr.  Bates  ufed  his  intereft  with  the 
archbimop,  in  procuring  a  pardon  for  Dr.  Nathaniel 
Crew,  biihop  of  Durham,  who,  for  his  conduct  in  the 
ecclefiaftical  commiffion,  had  been  excepted  out  of  the 
act  of  indemnity,  which  pafled  in  1690. 

When  the  diflenters  prefented  their  addrefs  to  K, 
William  and  Q.  Mary,  on  their  acceflion  to  the  throne, 
the  two  fpeeches  to  their  majefties  were  delivered  by  Dr. 
Bates.  The  doctor  was  much  refpected  by  K.  Ml/Ham; 
and  Q.  Mary  often  employed  herfelf  in  her  clofet 
with  his  writings.  His  refidence,  during  the  latter  part 
of  his  life,  was  at  Hackney,  where  he  preached  to  a  re~ 
fpectable  fociety  of  protectant  difftnters;  and  at  that 
place  he  died,  on  the  14th  of  July,  1699,  in  the  feventy- 
fourth  year  of  his  age. 

Thus  much  for  his  Hiftory.  As  to  his  character,  it 
was,  through  grace,  of  the  moft  exemplary  kind.  He 
had  great  natural  talents,  and  great  acquired  abilities; 
wind  his  happincfs  it  was  to  employ  the  'whole  in  the 
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fervice  of  GOD  and  his  people.  *  In  giving  fome  ac- 
count of  him  (fays  the  no  lefs  excellent  Mr.  Howe  in 
his  funeral  fermon  upon  Dr.  Bates)  one  cannot  omit 
taking  notice  of  the  graceful  mien  and  comelinefs  of  his 
perfon,  which  was  adapted  to  command  refpe&  in 
that  puhlic  itation  for  which  providence  defigned  him. 
His  concern  lay  not  only  with  mean  meny  (though  he 
knew  how  to  condefcend  to  the  meaneft)  he  was  to  Jlartd 
bef  ore  kings*  It  is  well  known  in  what  relation  he  flood 
to  one,  (namely,  K.  Charles  II.  to  whom  he  was  chap- 
Iain),  as  long  as  was  convenient  for  certain  purpofes  ;  and 
how  frequent  occafion  he  had  of  appearing  (never  unac- 
ccptahly)  hefore  another,  namely,  K.  William  111.  His 
alpecl  was  decently  grave  and  amiable,  fuch  as  might  com- 
mand hoth  reverence  and  love.  To  ufe  his  own  words 
(concerning  alderman  AJlmrd)  "  a  conftant  ferenity 
"  reigned  in  his  countenance ;  the  vifible  fign  of  the  divine 
"  calm  in  his  breaft." 

His  endowments  (fays  another  writer)  were  much  he- 
yond  the  common  rate.  His  apprehenfion  was  quick  and 
clear  :  his  reafoning  faculty  acute  and  ready,  fo  as  to  ma- 
nage an  argument  to  great  advantage.  His  judgement  was 
penetrating  and  folid  :  His  wit  never  light  or  vain,  though 
facetious  and  pleafant,  bvthe  help  of  a  vigorous  and  lively 
imagination,  always  obedient  to  reafon.  His  memory  was 
admirable*  and  was  never  ohfeived  to  fail;  nor  was  it  im- 
paired to  the  lafl.  He  could  repeat,  verbatim*  fpeeches 
which  he  had  made  on  particular  occalions,  though  he  had 
not  penned  a  word  of  them;  and  he  conftantly  delivered 
his  fermons  from  his  memory,  which  he  fometimes  faid, 
with  an  amiable  freedom,  he  continued  to  do  when  he 
grew  in  ye:irs,  partly  to  teach  fome,  who  were  younger,  to 
preach  without  notes.  He  was  generally  reputed  one  of 
the  heft  orators  of  the  age.  His  voice  was  charming : 
His  language  always  neat  and  fine;  hut  unaffecled,  free 
and  plain.  [Hence  he  was  called  the  filver-tongued  Dr. 
Bates  by  his  contemporaries;  for  it  feems  to  have  been 
indeed  "  a  well-tuned  cymbal."]  His  method  in  all  his 
difcourfes  might  be  expofed  to  the  fevereit  critics.  His; 
ftvle  was  poLte,  yet  ealy,  and  to  himfelf  the  moil  natural. 
1-fis  frequent  and  apt  fimilitudes  and  allufions  (the  produce 
of  a  vivid  fancy,  regulated  by  judgement  and  fanclified  by 
grace)  greatly  ferved  his  pious  purpofe,  to  illuiirate  the 
truth  he  defigned  to  recommend,  and  £*ivc  it  the  great  eft 
advantage  for  entering  the  mind  with  light  and  pfeafure, 
fo  as  at  once  to  irJlrudl  and  delight  the  hearer.    That  fine 
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wnv  of  cxprefftng  himfclf  (which  fome  were  difpofed  to 
c!»nVure)  was  become  habitual  to  him,  and  he  pleafed  others 
bv  it  much  more  than  himfelf ;  for  he  commended  Mr. 
*:  Baxter  for  the  noble  negligence  of  his  ftyle,"  and  lays  that 
"  his  creat  mind  could  not  ftoop  to  the  affected  eloquence 

<t  of  words."  *  Very  excellent  men  (laid  Mr.  Hotvti 

*  freaking  upon  this  point)  excel  in  different  ways:  The 
i  molt  radiant  ftones  may  differ  in  colour,  where  they  do 
1  not  in  value.'— His  learning  was  a  vaft  treafure,  and  his 
knowleJge  of  books  fo  great,  that  one  who  was  as  great  a 
pillar  and  as  bright  an  ornament  of  the  church  of  England 
as  ever  it  had,  was  known  to  fay,  « that  were  he  to  col- 
4  lect  a  library,  he  would  as  foon  confult  Dr.  Bates  as  any 
«  one  he  knew.1— < 1  never  knew  any  one  (fays  Mr.  HowtJ 
1  more  frequent  or  affectionate  in  the  admiration  of  divine 
«     ace,  upon  all  occafions,  than  he  was,  as  none  had  a 

<  deeper  fenfe  of  the  impotence  and  pray  it  y  of  human 
«  nature.  Into  what  tranfports  of  admiration  of  the  love 
«  of  GOD  have  I  feen  him  break  forth,  when  fome 
1  things  not  immediately  relating  to  practical  godlinefs 
(  had  taken  up  great  part  of  our  time!  How  eafy  a  Hep 

<  did  he  make  of  it  from  earth  to  heaven !  With  what 

*  high  flights  of  thought  and  affection  was  he  wont  to 

<  fpeak  ot  the  heavenly  Jtate!  Even  like  a  man  muck 
«  more  akin  to  the  other  world  than  this.  Let  thofe  who 
«  often  vifited  him  fay,  whether  he  did  not  ufualiy  fend 

*  them  awav  with  fomewhat  that  tended  to  better  their 
4  fpirits,  and  quicken  them  in  their  way  heavenwards.' 

His  funeral  fermon  was  preached  by  Mr.  Howe,  as  be- 
fore-mentioned, and  contains  a  moil  paffionate  lamenta- 
tion of  his  death,  in  a  itrength  of  language  peculiar  to  that 
rreat  writer.    It  is  often  to  be  met  with  alone  in  limn 

His  Works.  44 1.  Difcourfes  on  the  Exiftenceof  GOD  ; 
the  Immortality  of  the  Soul;  and  the  Divinity  of  the 
Chriftian  Religion.  II.  The  Harmony  of  the  Divine 
Attributes.  111.  The  great  Duty  of  Refignation.  I\  . 
The  Danger  of  Profperity.  V.  Sermons  on  Forgive- 
nefs  of  Sins.  VI.  The  Sure  Trial  of  Uprightneis. 
VII.  The  Four  laft  Things;  viz.  Death,  Judgement, 
Heaven  and  Hell  :  In  which  his  Book  called,  The  r  inal 
Happinefs  of  Man  is  included.  VIII.  Of  Spiritual  Per- 
faction.  IX.  Eleven  Sermons  on  Icveral  Occafions. 
X  A  Sermon  on  the  Death  of  Q.  Mary.  XI.  On  the 
Death  of  Dr.  Manum.  XII.  On  the  Death  of  Dr. 
Jaczmh.  XIII.  On  the  Death  of  Mr.  Baxter.  XIV. 
6n  the  Death  of  Mr.  David  Clark/on.  XV.  On  the  Death 
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of  Mr.  Benjamin  Ajhurfl.  XVI*  On  Divine  MeclifatioW; 
XVII.  On  the  Fear  of  GOD,  ferV.  XVIII.  The  Live* 
of  feveral  eminent  Perfons  in  Latin." 

The  ahove  eighteen  pieces,  which  had  been  fcpaYately' 
printed,  were  collected  into  one  volume  In  folfo  ;  befides 
which  a  pofthumous  piece  of  his  appeared  in  Ofiavo* 
containing  forrie  "  Sermons  on  the  Everlafting  Reft  of 
the  Saints."  He  wrote,  likewife,  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
Howe,  "  A  Prefatory  Epiftle  to  Mr.  Chaffy  %  Treatifer 
of  the  Sabbath,"  upon  its  being  reprinted ;  and  another 
before  "  lord  Stair' i  Vindication  of  the  Divine  Attri- 
butes*" .  . 

Dr.  Bates  is  univerfally  underftood  to  have  been*  the* 
politeft  writer  among  the  Nonconforming  of  the  laft 
century* 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

\VILLIAM  BURKITT,  M.  M. 

VICAR  and  LECTURER  of  DedUaM,  Efflx. 

THIS  ufefu'l  and  exemplary  Divine  was  the  Con  of  the* 
reverend  Miles  Burkitt,  M.  A.  who  was  ejected  by 
the  Aft  of  Uniform  it  v  from  Ncti/herd  in  Norfolk,  in  the 
year  1662.  Mr.  HTdiam  Burkitt  was  born  at  Httcbam  hi 
Suffolk,  *]uly  25,  1650.  In  his  childhood  h£  appeared  td 
be  endowed  with  an  excellent  memory,  which,  through 
■  the  happinefs  of  grace  and  a  good  education,  became  a 
facred  repofitory.  Mr.  Goff'eof  Bilfton  was  hfs  firft  fchool- 
mafter  for  a  year  :  He  was  thence  lent  for  education  to  the 
fchool  at  Stow -Market ,  whence  he  was  removed  to  Cam- 
bridge fchool,  under  Mr.  Griffin*  While  he  Was  there  ic 
pleated  GOD  to  vifit  him  with  the  fmall-pox,  which  proved 
a  happy  difpenfation  to  him,  for  then  GOD  began,  by  the 
influence  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  to  move  him  to  attend  in  ear- 
neft  to  the  things  of  his  peace,  and  wrought  an  holr  change 
in  the  temper  of  his  mind.  After  his  recovery  from  his 
dangerous  difeafe  he  was  admitted  into  Pembroke- Hall \  un- 
der the  tuition  of  Mr.  Gibbs,  and,  upon  his  tutor's  re- 
moving from  the  college,  Mr;  Abel,  of  the  fame  houfe, 
took  him  under  his  care.  From  the  College  he  came  to 
Biljhn-Hall  in  Suffolk,  and  was  chaplain  there.  He  en- 
tered upon  the  minirtry  very  early,  after  having  been  or- 
dained by  biftiop  Rtynllds,  and  not  long  after  was  fettled 
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ItJtitlden  in  Suffolk,  at  which  place  he  was  miniuer  about 
twenty-one  years,  and  which  at  this  time  is  alio  happilv 
fivored  by  the  clear  and  lively  preaching  of  evangelical 
truth.    In  1692  he  removed  to  Drdbam  in  Effcx. 

Mr.  Burkitt  kept  a  diary,  in  which  are  recorded,  the 
hiftorv  of  divine  providence  towards  him,  and  manv  re* 
markable  deliverances  vouchfafed  to  him.  In  this  diary, 
are  alio  contained  his  thankful  acknowledgements  of  divine 
afliftance  nnd  fuccefs  in  his  miniftry,  and  the  humble  con- 
feflions  of  his  fins  and  weaknefTes,  &c.  As  nothing  fo 
fully  op~ns  the  interior  of  the  foul  as  a  perfon's  diary  ; 
fome  paflagcs  from  it,  evincing  the  pious  fpirit  of  Mr. 
Burkhi9  may  be  very  acceptable  and  ufeful,  efpecially  to 
fuch  who  are  converfant  with  his  writings.  44  While  J 
44  continued,  fays  he,  at  fchool  in  Cambridge,  it  pleafed 
*:  (iOl)  to  vifit  me  with  the  fmall-pox,  but  very  favor- 
44  ably,  and,  as  1  hope,  in  great  mercy  laying  the  foun- 
44  dution  of  my  fpiritual  health  in  that  licknefs;  working,* 
*'  as  I  hope,  a  prevailing  thorough  change  in  the  very 
44  frame  and  difpolition  of  my  foul.  May  my  foul,  and 
"  all  that  is  within  me  blefs  thy  name,  O  Lord,  that  this 
"  licknefs  Ihould,  by  the  blening  of  thine  Holy  Spirit, 
44  open  my  blind  eyes,  which  hath  clofed  the  eyes  of  fo 
**  manv  in  darknels  and  death !  O  happy  ficknefs,  that 
4£  ends' in  the  recovery  of  the  foul  to  GOD  I 

"  In  1666,  GOD  vifited  the  town  of  Cambridge  with  the 
"  plague.  The  ftudents  in  general  fled  into  the  country. 
44  I  with  two  or  three  more  continued  fhut  up  in  the 
44  college,  and  from  my  chamber  window  I  beheld  the 
44  dead  bodies  of  perions,  fwept  away  by  the  infection, 
44  carried  to  their  burial.  Thefe  folcrnn  fpe6tacles,  toge- 
"  tlier  with  the  melancholy  condition  of  the  town  and 
44  nation,  brought  my  foul  to  a  holy  ferioufnefs. 

"  At  Eafter  1 68 1 ,  before  my  approach  to  the  table  of 
44  the  Lord,  1  took  fome  frefh  pains  with  my  own  heart, 
44  to  find  out  the  ftate  of  my  foul." 

After  this  paragraph  follow  feveral  indications  of  in- 
tegrity and  fincei  ity  in  religion,  namely,  "  A  fight  of  the 
44  deformity  and  fmfulnefs  of  fin,  ancf  of  tire  Juperlative 
44  beauty  and  excellency  of  Ckrijf.  A  love  to  the  word 
44  of  GOD,  not  only  to  his  promifes,  but  his  commands, 
44  beeaufe  of  their  purity  and  holinefs.  An  apprehenfion 
44  of  danger  in  re  1  ting  upon  our  own  works  and  righte- 
44  oufnels.  Finding  it  the  hardeft  matter  in  the  world  to 
14  believe  aright.  Grief  for  want  of  more  godly  fbrrow 
'4  for  (ui.    Jealoufy  left  hypocrify  ihould  he  at  the  bot- 
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tc  torn.  To  have  a  regard  in  our  actions  to  the  principle^ 
€C  the  motive,  and  the  end.  Solemn  dedications  of  our- 
lc  felves  to  GOD*  Watching  and  prayer  againft  tlie  fins 
**  to  which  we  are  mod  inclined,  as  (eeking  in  religious 
performances  the  praife  and  applaufe  of  men.  Real 
**  affliction  for  not  loving  GOD  more.  Due  regard  to 
€<  the  duties  of  the  fccond  table,  fuch  as  to  owe  no  mart 
4C  any  thing,  hut  love  —  rather  to  furFer  than  do  Wrong— 
4C  to  pieferve  the  reputation  of  others — to  value  others 
"  by  their  real  worth,  and  not  by  their  fegards  to  us* 
44  Valuing  the  image  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  in  whom- 
"  foever  it  appears,  and  efteerhing  them  moil  who  are 
44  moft  like  him  in  holmefs.  Loving  our  enemies,  pray- 
"  ing  for  them,  and  doing  them  good. 

"  $cpt*  3»  1U82,  my  neighboring  brother  in  the  mi- 
"  ni/t  ry,  Mr.  Tbompfon  of  Koyden,  after  having  preached 
"  on  the  LordVday,  was  furpriled  by  an  apoplexy,  and 
"  died  in  a  fhort  time.  Lord,  who  am  I,  that  1  mould 
"  yet  furvive  amidll  the  funerals  of  them  who  were 
44  younaer,  ftroncer,  better,  and  more  ufef  il  than  my- 
44  felf  ?  O  let  me  double  my  diligence  in  working  out  my 
"  own,  and  helping  forward  the  falvation  of  others,  while 
*'  the  day  of  patience  lafh;  for  thou,  Lord,  comeft  in  an 
***  hour  of  which  we  are  not  aware  ! 

"  New-Yeari-day,  1 684, 1  was  up  foon  after  four  o'clock, 
.  *'  defiring  earneftly  to  begin  the  year  with  GOD,  to  re- 
"  new  my  covenant  with  him,  and  to  engage  myfelf  in 
44  an  holy  vigilancy  and  circumfpecl  walking  with  and  be- 
"  fore  the  Lord  the  day  following  and  the  year  following. 
"  The  Lord  keep  it  in  the  purpole  of  my  heart  for  ever 
"  to  continue  faithful  to  him  ! 

"  July  25,  1686,  being  my  birth-day,  I  engrsged  my- 
<c  felt  to  devote  my  fir  A  waking-time  to  GOD,  and  my 
"  drefling-time  to  fruitful  meditation  of  the  mercy  of  a 
"  night's  reft,  fome  fpending  their  time  in  pain,  fome  in 
"  prifon,  and  fome  in  hell. 

"  About  Midfummer  1(  87,  I  received  a  petition  from 
"  Ipfwich,  on  behalf  of  the  French  proteft  ant  miniilers,  and 
"  communicated  the  matter  to  feveral,  whole  hearts  the 
"  Lord  fograciouflv  mo\cd,that  1  col! t died  for  them  above 
"  an  hundred  pounds.  The  Lord  make  me  thankful,  who 
"  gave  me  an  heart  to  companionate  and  help  them." 

By  his  book  of  accounts  it  appears  at  large,  that  this  his 
labor  of  love  for  the  poor  French  exiles  continued  fix  years 
fucceflively,  namely,  1687,  88,  89,  90,  91,  92.  In 
which  time,  though  he  lived  but  in  a  country  village,  he 
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fo  Exerted  himfelf  faf  and  near  in  this  matter,  as,  by  the 
merciful  hand  of  his  GOD  with  him,  as  himfelf  ex  preffes 
it,  tb  collect  from  private  hands  no  lefs  than  two  hundred 
and  fixteen  pounds,  feventeen  millings;  which  whole  fum, 
With  a  little  overplus,  is  in  a  molt  full  and  diftinct  man- 
mer  fet  down  as  faithfully  diftributed  by  him  towards  the 
relief  of  the  faid  French  proteftants  in  Suffolk  and  Ejpxi  &c* 
Remarkable  alio  were  ft  is  care,  pains,  and  prudent  conduct 
in  the  diftribution  of  this  charity ;  for,  as  he  gave  fome 
part  of  it  in  fpecie,  as  neceflity  required,  fo  that  he  might 
lay  out  the  reft  in  the  moft  frugal  manner  for  the  furnilh- 
ing  them  with  clothes  and  provifions,  he  rode  about  the 
country  to  the  chcapeft  markets,  though  he  fometimes 
Went  a' journey  of  near  twenty  miles  for  the  purpofe.  It 
may  not  be  improper  to  add  the  clofe,  which  he  himfelf 
fets  at  the  foot  of  his  account. 

u  All  my  charges,  fays  he,  in  journeying  from  place 
to  place,  as  alio  for  the  letters  to  and  fro/  both  whicn  ar- 
ticles were  very  confiderable,  and  all  my  labor  and  pain* 
I  account  as  nothing,  but  look  upon  it  as  the  greateft  ho- 
nor of  my  life,  that  GOD  made  me  fuch  an  inftrument 
for  the  relief  of  his  perfecuted  members.  Soli  Deo  gloria 
a  fervorum  minimoy  IVilliam  Burkhn  That  is,  To  GOD 
bnly  be  glory  given  by  the  leaft  of  his  fervants,  William. 
Burhtt? 

"  Au*uft  24,  1688.  I  fpent  fome  confiderable  time  irt 
writing  letters  of  advice  to  fome  yoUng  academics,  and  iri 
prayer  for  ablelling  thereupon  both  to  myfelf  and  them. 

"  becember  1692.  Upon  undertaking  the  charge  of  ZW- 
ham  I  refolved,  by  divine  affiftance,  upon  the  following 
tourfe  for  the  benefit  of  my  people,  riamely,  to  pour  out 
my  foul  to  GOD  every  day  in  prayer  for  them,  to  preach 
conftantly  thrice  in  the  week,  to  adminifter  the  Lord's 
tapper  once  irt  two  months,  to  catechize  the  youth  at 
church,  and  others  at  my  houfe,  and  to  go  from  houfe  to 
houfe  through  the  town,  warning  arid  directing. 

"  Ckrifimas,  1 696,  being  a  fevere  time  for  the  j>oor# 
through  the  feverity  of  the  weather,  and  want  of  work  by 
reafon  of  the  great  fcarcity  of  mortcv,  I  exhorted  my 
people  to  turn  the  feafting  of  the  ricn  into  feeding  the 
poor,  alluring  them,  that,  lefs  at  the  table,  and  more  at 
the  door,  would  be  better  accepted;  and  accordingly  feaft- 
ing was  univerfally  laid  afide,  and  the  poor  plentifully  re- 
lieved. At  this  time,  I  met  with  a  very  unjuft  and  unex- 
pected accufatiofT  from  ,  whom  I  had  faithfully 
ferved/and  fought  to  oblige.  The  confeioufnefs  of  my 
'  Vol.  IV*                    I  own 
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own  innocence  fupported  me;  and  I  hope,  GOD  will  <ld 
me  good  by  all.  Some  perfons  had  never  had  a  particular 
ftiare  in  my  prayers,  but  for  the  injuries  they  have  done 
me.  GOO  honored  me  fometimes  in  (uttering  his  own 
enemies  to  declare  themfelves  mine;  however,  he  often 
convinced,  and  always  retrained  them,  that  they  could  not 
confiderablv  hurt  me.  Blefled  be  my  defence,  and  the 
GOD  of  my  mercy!" 

After  having  given  thefe  fpecimens  of  Mr.  Burkitfs 
diary,  which  flievv  of  what  a  devout,  humble,  benevo- 
lent, forgiving  fpirit  this  excellent  minifter  was  pofleffed, 
we  now  proceed  to  fpeak  of  his  work  in  the  miniltry. 
Mr.  Bitrkitt  preached  much,  fpared  not  himfelt  at  home, 
or  abroad,  and  delighted  in  his  Matter's  work.  In  his 
preaching,  he  was  clear  and  eafy  to  be  underftood,  calcu- 
lating his  difcourfes  to  profit  his  hearers.  Belide  his  hea- 
venly matter  and  acceptable  words,  there  was  fomethrng 
of  a  charm  in  his  voice ;  and  it  pleated  GOD  to  crown? 
his  public  labors  with  great  fuccefs  upon  many  of  his  hear- 
ers.   He  wanted  not  feals  of  his  divine  miflion.*  He  ufed 

the 

*  It  is  hardly  poflible  to  pafs  over  the  warm  and  faithful  addref% 
which  his  reverend  brother-in-law  Mr.  Parltkurjl  has  given  to  his  bre- 
thren of  the  clergy  upon  the  occafion  of  Mr.  Burkitfi  dtath  j  and  there- 
fore I  will  prefent  it  to  my  Readers  without  further  apology.  Some  parts 
of  it  feem  aim  oft  prophetic. 

'  Wc  are  ambufiadors  for  Chrift,  and  (hephcrds  to  our  people,  and 
fet  as  watchmen  over  our  feveral  congregations.  And, 

*  I.  Let  us  receive  the  admonition  GOD  gave  to  the  prophet  in  Exth. 
xxxiii.  7,8,9.  So  thou  fon  of  man,  &c.  Let  us  warn  the  wicked  from  GOD's 
mouth,  according  to  his  word  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  of  the  evil  and  dan- 
gers of  fm  allowed  and  continued  in,  though  fecrct,  though  counted  little 
in  the  eye  of  the  world,  informing  them  that  fin  allowed  is  an  offence  to 
GOD,  a  flight  put  upon  his  majefty  and  government,  a  breach  of  his  law 
and  covenant,  and  muft  end  in  a  dreadful  lofs  and  mifery.  This  is  the 
Aim  of  the  warning  we  mould  give.  And  wc  mould  deliver  it  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  they,  that  are  warned  by  us,  may  believe  us  in  earnelty 
and  that  we  think  as  we  fpeak.  And  our  warnings  fliould  be  attended 
with  clear  initruclions  to  them  concerning  the  credenda,  agenda,  and 
pttenda  $  and  with  prayer  in  lecret  for  direction  in  compofmg  our  fer- 
mons,  as  may  belt  ferve  to  awaken  their  conlcienccs,  and  to  prevail  upon 
them  to  reform  their  hearts  and  lives.  And  as  alluring  them  to  comply 
with  our  folcmn  admonitions,  let  us  unfold  to  them  their  miferable  con- 
dition by  nature,  the  infinite  mercies  of  GOD  to  finners  in  the  covenant 
of  grace,  the  merits  of  Cbriji,  the  mighty  favor  of  giving  grace  and  a* 
new  heart,  and  not  only  accepting  it. 

'  II.  As  a  goad  in  our  fides,  to  excite  to  great  diligence  inf 
our  miniltry,  let  us  confidcr  the  peril  attending  negligence,  the 
requiring  the  blood  of  periling  fouls  at  our  hands,  and  reputing 
us  as  the  woift  fort  of  murderers.    And  this  is  so  weight V 

A  THING,    AND   RENDERS   THE   MINISTRY   SO   AWFUL,  THAT 
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k^t  allowed  liberty  of  prayer  in  his  own  words,  and  hereiri 
nad  divine  matter,  and  folemn,  moving  exprefllons,  afliil- 
ing  the  affections  of  fuch  who  joined  hi  prayer  with  him. 
He  adminiftered  the  Lord's  prayer  with  much  folemnity  ; 
and  his  fermOn  and  prayer  before  it  were  adapted  to  infpire 
deep  devotion  in  the  Communicants.    He  found  time  to 

I  2  vififc 

THE  BEST  PREFERMENT  IN  EUROPE  15  NOT  A  SUFFICIENT 
TEMPTATION    TO  AN  AWAKENED    MIND   TO   UNDERTAKE  THE 

office.  But  it  may  be  faid,  How  comes  it  then  to  pals  that  any  en- 
gage in  it  ? 

*  Anfwer  i.  Some  few,  like  primitive  men,  undertake  it  with  un- 
dcrftanding,  and  out  of  pure  zeal  for  the  fervice  and  glory  of  GOD, 
and  in  love  to  fouls ;  but  a  child  may  write  them. 

*  a.  The  mod  of  us  I  fear  engage  in  it  before  we  maturely  cbnfider. 
And  when  we  come  to  fome  depth  of  cbnfidering,  we  find  we  caniiot  retire, 
having  put  our  hand  to  the  plough,  and  fo  we  grow  folicitous  about  ma- 
naging the  office  with  fafety  to  our  own  fouls ;  and  then  we  feel  that  no 
maintenance  is  a  recompence  for  our  undertaking,  and  that  only  adefireto 
glorify  GOD,  and  a  love  to  fouls,  can  fweeten  the  calling  to  us,  that  is  at- 
tended with  fo  much  difficulty  and  peril.  Were  we  only  to  perform  tho 
common  offices,  and  preach  fo  many  times  in  a  year,  there  were  no  great 
burden  in  this.  But  when  conference  awakens,  and  a  mini  Iter  ftudies, 
preaches,  and  prays,  and  viiits  folicitoufiy,  in  expectation  of  paffing  an  ac- 
count with  GOD  i  then  the  miniftry  is  weighty  indeed,  and  the  minifter 
had  rather  dig  for  a  livelihood,  if  he  might  chufe,  than  be  a  paflor  to  get 
bread.  And  if  it  be  faid,  others  are  in  like  danger,  through  care  of 
fouls  incumbent  oh  them,  as  parents  and  matters  of  families  }  I  anfwer,' 
it  is  true,  and  O  that  they  would  confidcr  it !  But  our  danger  is  not  the 
lefs  by  this,  but  more  accumulated,  fome  minifters  being  alfo  parent* 
and  maitcis.  Now  in  confideration  of  the  hazard  attending  unfaithful* 
nefs  and  negligence  in  our  office,  let  us  implore  divine  aid,  and  gird  up 
the  loin  of  our  minds,  put  forth  oilr  fti  ehgth  in  our  miniftiations  s  And 
if  we  fo  do,  wc  mall  find  very  little  time  for  plcafures  j  and  the  little 
ambition  of  being  reputed  very  ingenious  men,  will  be  buried  and  loft 
in  an  endeavor  to  be  found  faithful. 

«  III.  To  diligence  in  our  miniftry.  let  us  add  an  exemplary 
conveifation,  fliining  as  lights  in  a  dark  world,  living  in  an  agree- 
ment with  what  we  read,  and  pray,  and  preach,  /"or  jf  this  be 
wanting,  though  we  could  preach  as  angels,  it  will  not  profit  u* 
in  the  great  day,  as  is  evident  from  that  pafiage  in  St.  Mattb.  vii- 
12,  *3,  fit  to  be  engraven  oh  the  fronts  of  our  ftudies,  on  our  defks 
and  pulpits,  and  much  more  upon  our  hearts  \  Many  will  fay  to  me  ix 
that  day,  Lord,  we  have  trof  hefted  in  thy  name  \  then  will  I  fay  to  them^ 
Oefart  from  me, ye  workers  of  iniquity.  We  fhould  lead  by  example  iri 
the  ways  of  rightcoufnefs,  purity,  meeknefsj  charity,  humility,  devotion, 
ant!  forgiving,  &c.  And  that  we  may  be  exemplary,  let  us  imitate  our 
bleiTed  Lord  and  Redeemer.  Many  things  in  his  management  are  for 
pur  imitation  j  and  particularly  his  purity  and  zeal  in  reproving  fin  : 
None  efcaped  his  reproofs.  He  reproved  the  church  of  the  Jews  in  ge- 
neral ;  the  capital  city,  ferufalem\  the  ecclefiaftics,  and  the  civil  power, 
Scribes  and  Pharifecs  i  and  Herod  himfelf,  Go  tell  that  fox.  Now  fince 
we  hone  in  his  mercy,  and  wafh  in  his  blood,  and  depend  on  his  merits; 
and  glory  in  hie  name,  let  us  tread  in  his  fteps, 
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vifit  the  Tick,  and  others,  and  in  their  houfes  to  inftraclf, 
admonifh,  exhort,  and  comfort  them,  as  their  cafes  re- 
quired. In  his  vifits  to  the  poor,  he  not  only  miniftered 
to  their  fouls,  but  inquired  into  their  bodily  wants,  and 
procured  for  them  the  fupplies  they  needed.  Among  his 
intimate  acquaintance  he  was  ehearful,  but  yet  always  in- 
clined 

•  IV.  As  an  attractive  to  faithfulnefs  and  great  diligence  in  our  mmiftry* 
let  us  contemplate  the  fafcty  and  reward  that  attends  it.  In  thus  doing  we 
(hall  deliver  our  own  fouls  from  lying  down  in  forrow,  from  dwelling  iir 
darknefs,  and  with  the  apoftate,  infernal  fpirits.  And  beiides  this,  we 
(hall  Aiine  as  the  brrghtnefs  of  the  Armament,  as  the  ftars,  and  as  the 
fun,  in  the  kingdom  of  our  Father.  In  the  confideration  of  thefe  things, 
let  us  be  diligent,  ftedfaft,  unmoveable,  and  abounding  in  our  minifte- 
rial  work,  that  our  labor  may  not  be  in  vain.  And  if  this  life  I  have 
written  may  contribute  hereunto,  I  fhall  rejoice.  And  let  me  add  this 
advice  \  that  our  preaching  be  managed  with  refpeft  to  the  prevailing 
errors  of  our  times,  to  prevent  our  congregations  from  being  infected 
by  them.  Deifm  is  the  raking  error  among  men  of  parts  and  learning; 
and  it  ^ains  among  more  ordinary  people }  fo  that  we  are  in  danger  of 
preferving  only  natural  religion,  and  letting  go  fupernatural  and  divinely 
revealed  fcripture  truths.  If  care  be  not  taken,  religion  among  us  will 
be  only  remembering  our  Creator,  forgetting  our  Redeemer  and  Com- 
forter, and  the  addreflcs  in  our  litany  will  go  no  farther  than  to  GOD 
the  father  of  Heaven.  Let  us  then  preach  the  divinity  of  Cbrift,  the 
incarnation  of  the  Son  of  GOD,  and  (hew  our  people,  that  lefs  than 
one  truly  GOD  could  not  have  been  a  fufBcient  king,  prieft,  or  prophet 
to  the  church.  And  let  us  not  fail  to  open  and  confirm  to  them  the 
doctrine  of  Chrijf%  fathfaction  made  for  our  fins,  by  his  being  a  real  fa- 
crifice,  made  fin  or  a  fin-offering  for  us.  Too  many  in  our  age  depre- 
ciate Cbrift,  and  account  him  only  the  mod  excellent  man  that  ever  was. 
And  let  us,  in  a  iuft  oppofition,  magnify  Chrijl,  and  acquaint  our  con- 
gregations, that  his  goings  forth  were  from  everlaflbig,  that  he  is  the 
mighty  GOD,  and  everlajiing  Father »  And  that  he  did  not  die  only  as  a 
martyr,  bearing  teftimony  to  truth,  but  dying  charged  with  our  fins, 
bearing  our  iniquities  and  fufferings,  and  atoning  for  them,  as  is  abun- 
dantly declared  in  fcripture,  and  in  the  communion  office  of  our  church, 
and  in  fome  of  the  collects.  In  defence  of  the  chriflian  religion,  let  us 
preach  more  of  the  perfon,  natures,  and  offices  of  Cbrifl,  and  of  juftifi- 
cation,  not  by  our  beft  works,  but  by  him,  and  faith  in  him,  which  is  the 
church  of  England  doctrine.  Let  us  not  flop  in  the  dictates  of  Plutarch, 
Seneca,  and  EpiHetws,  but  directly  preach  the  evangelical  truths  con-*- 
cerning  our  Redeemer,  and  redemption  by  him  j  and  let  our  people  know 
a  true  faith  is  as  needful  to  Ialvation  as  a  good  life,  in  oppofition  to  a 
growing,  fpreading,  pernicious  error,  that  it  matters  not  what  men  be- 
lieve, provided  they  jive  a  good  life  j  and  that  a  *fc<wt  or  a  Turk,  or  an 
heathen,  are  in  as  good  a  condition  as  Chriftians,  provided  that  they  are 
not  debauched  and  lewd  in  their  manners.  And  that  we  may  ftem  the 
Arian  and  Soeinian  tide,  let  us  preach  much  concerning  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  mew  our  congregations  he  is  GOD,  and  a  perfon  diflinct 
from  Father  and  Son,  though  the  fame  in  cflence.  Let  us  (hew  them 
the  Holy  Spirit' s  co-operation  with  Father  and  Son  in  the  works  of  crca* 
tion,  providence,  redemption,  fonctirkation,  and  refurrection  ;  his  offices 
with  refpect  to  the  church  and  pcopU  of  COD,  being  their  teacher*, 
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*ltned  to  quit  the  innocent  pleafantry,  and  turn  the  dif- 
courfe  into  a  ferious  channel.  In  his  common  converfa- 
tion,  he  conducted  himfelf  with  fobriety,  juftice,  humility, 
and  affability.  No  fpots  were  to  be  found  in  his  feafts;  no 
unworthy  behavior  ftained  his  holy  charafter.  Wherever 
he  appeared,  there  appeared  the  cbriftian  and  the  minifter. 

I  3  1  I  am 

ftnctifier,  helper,  remembrancer,  and  comforter,  and  that  no  good 
thing  is  done  well  without  his  influence,  aid,  and  afliftance.  Considering 
our  being  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  that  our  bodies 
are  his  temples,  and  he  teals  us  to  the  day  of  redemption,  we  mould  not 
in  our  f  rmons  be  filent  concerning  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  fcripture  fpeaks 
much  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  ami  therefore  we  mould  fpeak  of  him  not  a 
little  ;  and  the  rather,  that  our  congregations  may  pray  with  underftand- 
ing  ;  Take  mot  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  us.  Cleanfe  the  thoughts  of  our  hearts 
fa  the  in/pi  ration  of  thy  Holy  Spirit.  Send  dwun  thy  Holy  Spirit  into  our 
hearts  t  And  that  the  conclufipn  of  feveral  prayers  may  be  underftood, 
and  not  be  harder  than  Latin  to  them,  viz.  ivbotivetb  and reigneth  xvith 
ihee  an  J  the  Holy  Spirit.  And  if  by  much  preaching  of  Chrtfi  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  the  people  be  inured  to  thoughts  of,  and  dependence  upon 
Chrtfi,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  it  will  not  be  fo  eafy  to  deifts  to  pervert 
them.  Not  that  I  would  in  the  leaft  divert  from  practical  preaching  by 
what  I  have  faid ;  for  every  doctrine  concerning  Chrifl  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  mav  be  improved  in  an  application  to  the  urging  and  promoting 
virtue  and  godlincfs,  as  St.  ChryfoJIorns  expofitions  of  fcripture  are  at- 
tended with  his  H9IKON.  And  afTuredly,  exhortations  to  piety  and  holi* 
nefs  in  general,  or  toany  particular  branch  of  godlincfs,  are  rendered  more 
lively  by  being  grafted  upon  the  ftock  of  fomc  evangelical  truth.  This 
wa^i  St.  Pauls,  method  in  his  cpiftles  to  the  Romans,  Galatians,  Ephefians, 
Colcffians,  and  Hebrews,  to  infilt  firft  upon  fome  great  revealed  truths, 
as  the  divinity  of  Cbri/f,  or  his  pridthood,  or  justification  by  faith,  or 
the  like,  and  then  bring  in  his  exhortation  to  parents,  children,  matters, 
fervanw,  hulbands,  and  wives,  to  liv«  becoming  the  gofpel,  in  all  holi- 
nefs.  We  may  then  fufHciently  attend  to  our  endeavoring  the  refor- 
mation of  our  feveial  congregations,  and  yet  preach  much  concerning 
Chrifl,  and  the  Holy  Gholt.  And  we  have  great  patterns  of  it  in  our 
own  church,  and  may  have  great  help  in  it  from  the  writings  of  fomc  of 
them  of  great  name,  as  archbimop  Ujoer,  bifhop  Pear/on,  doctor  Jackfon, 
and  others.  And  as  moving  to  this,  it  is  a  deplorable  thing,  that  as 
Britain  bred  the  author  of  the  Pelagian  herefy,  there  Aiould  now  be  Co 
much  danger  of  the  reviving  Ariamfm  in  this  ifland.  Let  us  then  ufe 
our  endeavors  to  keep  up  the  great  do&rines  of  the  Trinity,  and  incar- 
nation of  the  Son  ot  GODj  and  his  fatisfuction,  and  juftification  by 
him,  and  of  the  impotency  and  oppofition  of  nature  to  faith  and  godli- 
pefs,  and  of  our  need  of  the  aids  of  an  Almighty  Holy  Spirit,  by  preach- 
ing thefe  things.  Religion  and  godlincfs  have  flourished  under  thefe  ' 
doctrines,  and  I  verily  believe  piety  will  decay  where  thefe  doctrines  are 
fprfaken,  or  not  heeded.  And  we  cannot  do  a  better  fervice  than  by 
maintaining  them  in  our  preaching  by  fcripture  arguments,  that  it  may 
appear  we  oppofe  Soc'miamfm  ex  animo  }  and  not  only  becaufc  otherwiie 
we  cannot  read  the  church  fervice,  in  which  we  have  Te  Deum,  Glor. 
Tatri,  Fil.  Sp.  San  SI.  and  addrefles  to  Chrifl,  O  Lamb  of  GOD,  Son  of 
David,  have  mery  on  us,  and  the  like.  And  I  lhall  conclude  to  you, 
my  reverend  brethren,  with  my  earuell  wilhes,  that  we  may  be  endued 
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<  I  am  aflured  from  one  (fays  Mr.  ParkhurJI,  probably 
meaning  his  wife)  that  he  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted  calm- 
nefs  and  ferenity  of  mind,  ana  lived  in  the  comfortable 
hopes  of  GOD's  love  to  his  foul,  and  his  title  to  glory, 
for  feveral  years  before  he  died :  A  mercy,  that  thofe  who 
are  involved  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  world,  and  fwallowed 
up  in  the  pleafures  of  fin  and  fenfuality,  are  ft  rangers  to 
and  will  not  believe.'  Some  treated  him  unkindly,  but  he 
forbore  fpeaking  either  bitterly  or  contemptibly  of  his  ene- 
mies ;  and,  if  they  needed  his  fervice,  he  was  ready  to  af- 
ford them  it,  heaping  coals  of  fire  upon  their  heads.  Know- 
ing the  mifchiefs  of  animofities,  he  ufed  his  perfuafions, 
his  intereft,  and  his  friends  to  reduce  his  jarring  neighbors 
to  peace,  and  left  nothing  in  his  power  undone  to  efFecl  a 
reconciliation.  In  reference  to  young  perfons,  befides  his 
public  catechifing  of  them,  which  he  conducted  in  a  very- 
agreeable  manner,  he  was  very  frequent,  folemn,  and  im- 
portunate in  his  petitions  to  GOD  for  them.  They  were 
much  upon  his  thoughts,  and  his  defire  for  them  was  that 
they  might  remember  their  Creator  in  the  days  of  their 
youth. 

His  family  religion  was  fuch  as  became  the  gofpel.  His 
houfe  was  a  houfe  of  morning  and  evening  prayers,  and 
the  reading  of  the  fcriptures  was  daily  obferved  in  it,  and 
that  many  times  attended  with  expofition.  Befide  family 
prayer  twic^:  in  the  day,  he  prayed  with  the  mod  intimate 
companion  of  his  cares,  joys,  and  forrows.  He  was  a  ltridfc 
obferver  of  the  Lord's  day,  and  did  not  think  the  duties 
of  the  day  were  over,  when  the  public  worfhip  of  GOD 
was  at  an  end ;  but  he  fpent  the  evening  with  his  family 

with  power  from  on  high  to  fulfil  the  miniftry  we  have  received  of  the 
J-or<4,  and  to  adorn  our  function,  that  wc  may  die  with  the  confolations 
wc  have*  miniftcred  to  fuch  as  wc  have  judged  accepted  of  GOD  in 
fbrijl.' 

To  this  may  be  added  (from  the  fame  excellent  perfon)  his  definition 
pf  the  minifter,  who  mod  honors  the  church  of  England. 

*  i.  He,  who  in  doftrine  comes  ncareii  to  the  thirty-nine  article*, 
ferves  and  honors  the  church  of  England  more  than  they  who  contradict 
thofe  articles,  in  which  is  contained  the  church  of  England  confUlbn  of 
faith, 

*  2.  He,  who  in  the  life  of  our  holy  form*,  is  folemn,  feriou*,  and 
rave,  ferves  and  honors  the  church  of  England  more  than  they  who 
uddle  the  prayers,  and  carry  no  appearance  of  reverence  in  divine  offices. 

*  3.  He,  who  is  Ariel  in  his  convei  fation,  according  to  the  gravity  of 
the  canons,  ferves  and  honors  the  church  of  England  more  than  they  who 
gppcar  with  much  air  and  levity,  ar.d  comply  with  riot  anddifordcr. 

■  4..  He,  who  fpends  moil  of  his  time  in  ftudying,  preaching,  praying-, 
and  vifiting  his  Hock,  ferves  and  honors  the  church  of  England  more  tlfcUl 
$cy  who  wafte  much  time  in  innocent  recreations,  or  worfey 
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in  hearing  them  read  the  fcriptures,  in  examining  them 
concerning  the  fermons  they  had  heard,  in  catechizing 
them,  in  praillng  GOD,  and  in  praying  with  them  and 
for  them.  He  was  a  great  redeemer  of  time.  Variety  of 
buftnefs  and  improvement  were  his  chief  diverfions.  He 
was  a  man  more  than  ordinarily  mortified  to  the  pleafures 
and  vanities  of  the  world. 

*  Upon  the  Lord's  day,  Oflobcr  17,  1703,  in  the  place 
(fays  Mr.  Parkburjl)  where  he  had  pleaded  the  caufe  of 
GOD  againft  ^Ro/n?,  the  caufe  of  Cbr'ijl  againft  deifm, 
the  caufe  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  againft  the  deriders  of  his 
name  and  office,  the  caufe  of  faith  againft  juftirlcation  by 
imperfect  works,  and  the  caufe  of  fpecial  grace  againft  the 
pretended  powers  of  nature  to  fave ;  he  was  ft  ruck  with 
that  ficknefs  which  put  an  end  to  his  days.    His  difordcr 
was  fuch  as  made  him  leave  his  beloved  place  the  houfe  of 
GOD,  and  it  proved  the  laft  time  of  his  appearance  there. 
Upon  returning  to  his  houfe  his  diftemper  increafed,  but 
with  intermiflions,  allowing  fome  happy  moments  for  think- 
ing  and  fpeaking.  In  the  fliort  time  of  nis  illnefs,  and  in  the 
view  of  approaching  death,  he  very  ferioufly  entertained 
his  friends  who  came  to  vifit  him,  and  prayed  much  him- 
felf  with  great  ardor.  In  the  midft  of  his  bodily  affliction, 
devout  afpirations,  and  bleffed  hopes,  he  remembered  his 
beloved  Dedham,  and  in  the  near  approach  of  death  figned 
a  letter  to  his  diocefan,  recommending  a  fucceflbr  to  him, 
whom  he  hoped  would  be  faithful  and  diligent  in  the  fpi- 
ritual  care  of  the  rlock  he  was  now  leaving.    In  his  fick- 
nefs, GOD  made  his  face  to  fhine  upon  him:  The  Spirit 
of  GOD  witnefled  with  his  fpirit  his  adoption,  and  he  went 
with  a  full  fail  to  heaven,   as  one  of  his  much-valued 
friends,  a  witnefs  of  it,  exprefled  it,  to  whom  fpeaking  of 
the  high  pleafures  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  in  which  they  had 
often  joined,  and  calling  the  wine  in  the  (acrament  the  wine 
of  the  kingdom,  he  broke  forth  into  thefe  words,  "  But 
what  will  it  be  to  drink  the  wine  of  the  kingdom  in  the 
kingdom  r"  Taking  folemn  leave  of  a  friend  a  day  or  two 
before  his  death,  he  faid ;  "  1  mall  leave  you  ;  but  may 
the  prefence  of  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft  be  with 
you;  may  the  prefence  of  the  whole  Trinity  be  with  you! 
1  hope  to  fee  you  again  with  joy,  at  the  refunedtion  of 
the  juft."    And  he  added,  "  What  you  have  feen  in  me 
that  is  good  and  imitable,  follow  it ;  but  what  you  have 
obferved  is  not  fo,  let  not  your  affection  and  love  to  mo 
lu  ay  you  to  do  it." 

I  5  Thus 
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Thus  lived  and  died  this  holy  man.   GOD  blefled  the 
town  of  Dcdham  with  Mr.  Burkitfs  miniftry  and  labors 
eleven  years  and  an  half,  and  removed  him  when  he  was 
not  far  gone  in  his  declining  age,  when  the  powers  of  both 
l>ody  and  mind  were  yet  in  their  vigor.    His  flrength  was 
fuch,  and  he  conducted  himfelf  with  fo  much  temperance 
and  moderation  in  every  thing  but  in  his  work  (there  in- 
deed he  exceeded)  that  it  might  have  been  hoped  that  he 
Jiad  been  built  for  fourfcore,  but  GOD  took  him  away 
when  he  was  but  juft  turned  of  fifty-three,  A  feven  days* 
conflict  with  a  very  malignant  fever  put  an  end  to  his  life. 
He  was  taken  with  his  death  ficknefs  upon  one  Lord's  day, 
when  he  was  in  the  fervice  of  GOD  at  church,  and  he 
Went  to  keep  his  everlafting  fabbath  on  the  Lord's  day 
after,  aoout  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  when  he  refted 
from  his  labors,  while  his  works  do  follow  him.  He 
preached  fome  time  to  the  people  of  a  country  village  at  ^ 
confiderable  diftance  from  his  own  charge,  who  for  a  long 
feafon  had  been  feldom  provided  with  fermons,  and,  by 
his  endeavors,  and  contribution,  and  am*  fiance  from  others 
obtained  by  his  interefi,  that  village  had  a  fettled  minifier 
for  fome  years.    By  his  great  care,  pains,  and  charges, 
he  procured  a  pious  minifier  to  go  and  fettle  in  Carolina. 
And  he  expended  not  a  little  of  that,  with  which  GOD 
had  bleflTed  him,  toward  the  maintenance  of  fome  poor  fiu- 
dents  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,    In  his  laft  ficknefs, 
when  his  friends  about  him  bewailed  the  great  lofs  which 
they  feared  was  coming  upon  them  by  his  d»  rente,  he  de- 
fired  them  "  not  to  be  too  much  concerned  for  him,  for 
to  him  to  live  would  be  Chrijl,  and  to  die  would  be  gain;" 
and  added,  "  that  GOD  would  provide  for  them."  He 
blefted  GOD  that  he  had  finifhed  what  he  defamed  upon 
the  New  Teftament ;  he  faid,  that  he  had  u&ered  this 
work  into  the  world  with  many,  very  many  prayers  and 
he  hoped,  through  the  divine  blefling,  that  it  would  prove 
very  beneficial  to  many,  and  efpecially  to  his  own  people. 
The  declaration  of  feveral  per  Ions  by  his  dying  bed,  that 
he  had  been  the  inftrument  of  their  converfion,  put  him 
into  a  tranfport  of  joy.    His  patience  in  his  laft  ficknefs 
was  very  exemplary.    He  faid  he  had  preached  patience, 
and  written  of  patience,  and  that  therefore  he  was  bound 
to  praclife  patience.    His  frame  in  his  ficknefs  was  a  con- 
tinued feries  of  prayer,  thankfgivir.g.  and  chcarful  refigna- 
tion  to  the  divine  will.    A  little  before  he  poured  out  his 
laft:  breath,  he  prayed,  "  Come,  Lord  Jt'fith  make  a 
fhort  worfc  of  it  !" 
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Mr.  IViiUam  Guma'.U  on  Heb*  xiii.  7.  II.  An  argumen- 
tative and  practical  Dilconrie  on  Infant  Baptifm.  III.  The 
Poor  .Man's  Help,  and  the  Young  Man's  Guide.  IV.  Fa- 
mily InftmcTtion,  a  Catechifm,  explaining  by  Ihort  Ques- 
tions and  Anfwers  the  great  and  neceflary  Doctrines  of 
Faith  and  Holinefs.  V.  His  celebrated  large  work,  en- 
titled, Expofitory  Notes,  with  practical  Observations  on, 
the  New  Teftament,  folio?  ■ 


PHILIP  JAMES  SPENER,  D.D. 

PHILIP  JAMES  SPENER,  was  born  the  13th  pjf 
January  1 635,  at  Rappolfwciler  in  the  Upper  Elfafz  io, 
Germany*  of  very  pious  parents,  as  he  himfelt  teftifies,  iq 
his  own  account  of  his  life.  They  devoted  him  to  the  Ser- 
vice of  GOD  from  his  birth.    With  reSped  to  his  natu- 
ral parts ;  he  was  endued  with  uncommon  ingenuity,  a 
ve»y  retentive  memory,  and  a  mod  penetrating  judgement. 
To  fhefe  three  gifts,  which  are  feldom  to  be  met  with  in 
one  perfon,  we  may  add,  that  of  an  uncommon  thirft  for 
knowledge:  So  that  he  very  early  began  to  feek  and  taftc 
the  iweetneSs  cf  ail  ufeful  learning.    He  had  great  advan- 
tages, both  from  his  parents  and  others,  for  Spiritual  and 
moral  improvements  ;  and  he  was  very  happily  diligent  in, 
profecuting  and  embracing  them.  All  his  leifure  hours  were 
employed  in  the  ftudy  of  hiftory,  geography,  and  poetry., 
His  acquirements,  previous  to  his  going  to  the  univer- 
fity  in  the  year  1651,  being  confiderable,  he  was  promoted 
to  the  degree  of  matter  of  arts  by  the  univerfity  of  Strajburg 
in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age  ;  after  diSputing  Dt  confir- 
matione  natura  rat'tonalis  ad  Creatorem>  in  which  he  parti- 
cularly treated  De  Theologid  naturally  and  obferved  fome 
things  againft  Hobbes  and  his  notions.    Having  before  ap- 
plied himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  Greek  and  Hebrew,  (in  the 
former  of  which  he  accuftomed  himfelf  to  read,  next  to  the 
New  Teftament,  the  heft  writers ;  in  the  latter,  he  ap- 
plied himfelf  chiefly  to  the  ftudy  of  the  Scriptures ;)  he 
was  able,  in  three  quarters  of  a  year,  to  difpute  privately 
in  the  Hebrew  tongue.    In  order  to  have  a  right  under- 
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ftanding  of  the  Rabbins  and  Talmuds,  he  not  only  made 
ufe  of  the  inft  ructions  of  a  Jew,  but  alfo,  in  the  year  1659, 
went  to  Bajit,  to  embrace  an  opportunity  of  improving 
his  knowledge  in  this  way  under  the  celebrated  BuxtorJ* 
He  much  applied  himfelf  to  hiftory,  particularly  the 
German  hiftory,  from  the  moft  antient  authors  ;  he  was 
alfo  well  inftructed  in  the  Arabic.  On  the  14th  day  of 
June  1654,  he  began  his  Studium  Theologicum*  Thus  di- 
vine providence  directed  his  ftudies  to  anfwer  the  end  for 
which  he  was  defigiied. 

In  the  year  1654  he  was  appointed  preceptor  to  the  two 
princely  brothers,  duke  Chrijilan  and  duke  Ernjl  John 
Charles,  counts  'Palatine  upon  the  Rhine,  with  whom  he 
returned  to  Strajburg,  and  there  inftructed  them  a  year  and 
a  half:  In  which  time  he  had  but  little  leifure  to  apply 
himfelf  to  his  own  particular  ftudies.  Therefore,  in  the 
year  1656,  when  the  two  counts  were  to  travel  to  Francey 
he,  by  the  advice  of  the  divines,  took  his  leave  of  them  ; 
apprehending  the  journey  might  have  proved  hurtful  to 
him  in  his  ftudy  of  divinity.  Upon  this  he  applied  him- 
felf again  to  his  ftudies,  as  far  as  his  attendance  on  the 
lectures  would  permit ;  for  having  fettled  an  intimacy  with 
moft  of  the  principal  men  of  the  univerfity,  by  means  of 
the  princes,  he  attended  their  lectures  with  great  diligence, 
namely,  of  logic,  metaphyfics,  &c.  As  his  mind,  during 
his  rehdence  at  the  univerfity,  was  under  very  gracious 
impreflions,  he  was  preferved  from  the  great  dangers  which 
an  univerfity  life  expofed  him  to.  He  accuftomed  himfelf, 
on  the  Lord  s  day,  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  worldly  mat- 
ters ;  nor  even  to  engage  himfelf  in  thofe  theological  ftu- 
dies by  which  he  was  only  to  be  made  more  learned,  and 
not  more  holy  and  heavenly  minded.  GOD  having  im- 
preffed  this  pious  man,  in  his  infinite  mercy,  with  great 
concern  for  his  own  foul,  he  was  the  more  conhderate  for 
the  fouls  of  others. 

In  the  year  1662,  during  the  time  he  was  at  Tubingtn* 
a  call  was  fent  from  Strajburg,  in  which  was  not  only 
a  great  charge,  but  many  peculiar  difficulties.  This 
occafioned  a  great  ftruggle  in  his  mind.  However,  this 
affair,  for  that  time,  fell  to  the  ground.  But,  in  the  next 
year,  the  magiftracy  at  Strafburg,  through  the  inftrumen- 
tality  of  Dr.  Dannhaur,  fent  him  a  folemn  call  to  the  fe- 
cond  place  in  the  miniftry,  which  he  accepted  with  great, 
pleafure  ;  becaufe,  during  his  whole  ftay  at  Strajburg,  ho 
continued  to  read  lectures  on  divinity,  hiftory,  geography, 

and 
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*nd  politics.  At  this  time  he  took  the  degree  in  doctor  of 
jaivinity. 

In  the  year  1666,  he  accepted  a  call  to  Frankfort,  which 
was  attended  with  the  care  of  many  fouls.    On  the  3d  of 
July  he  took  an  affectionate  farewell  of  the  congregation, 
in  the  cathedral  of  Stra/bur^,  preaching  from  Pfalm  cxix. 
52.  And  on  the  twentieth  of  the  fame  month  he  arrived  with 
his  family  in  Frankfort*  He  remained  at  Frankfort  twenty 
years,  namely,  to  the  year  1686,  when  he  was  called  to 
'Drefden.  It  may  not  he  unacceptable  to  the  Reader,  to  be 
informed  what  paffed  in  this  time  in  the  church  there; 
and  will  be  beft  underftood  by  his  own  words,    *8  It  al- 
ways proved  a  weighty  concern  with  me,  after  justifica- 
tion, to  prefs  forward  towards  greater  degrees  of  fanctifi- 
cation.    The  firft  flro'ng  exciting  thereto  I  experienced, 
by  the  grace  of  GOD,  on  the  fixth  Sunday  after  Trinity, 
1669;  when  L  embraced  an  opportunity  ot  reproving  the 
falfe  un  fat  is  factory  righteoufnels  of  the  Pharifees.  Con- 
cerning this  fermon,  which  was  afterwards  printed,  I  have 
reafon  to  extol  the  power  of  GOD,  which  was  at  that 
time  fo  manifelted,  that  the  word  pierced  the  heart  almort 
of  every  one,  according  to  Afls  ii.  37.    Some  the  word 
had  fucn  an  effect  upon,"  that,  heeaufe  they  were  difturbed 
in  their  fecurity,  they  refolved  never  to  come  to  the  church 
again.    Others  were  brought  to  experience  a  reverential 
awe  at  the  majefty  of  GOD,  confeffed  their  hypocrify, 
and,  by  the  grace  of  GOD,  turned  to  him  with  all  their 
hearts.    From  this  time,  I  continued  preaching  the  pure 
word  of  juftiflcation  by  faith,  without  any  refpect  at  all  to 
the  merit  of  works,  and  pointed  out  the  abfolute  neceflity 
of  having  a  lively  faith  in  J e fits  Chrifi  in  order  to  be  real 
chriftians.    The  work  of  GOD  being  thus  carried  on# 
not  only  by  preaching,  but  alio  by  catechizing  the  chil- 
dren, and  other  religious  focieties;  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  the  devil,  who  law  his  kingdom  tottering  and  ex- 
pofed  to  ruin,  exerted  all  his  power  to  put  an  end  to  the 
good  work  begun.    To  effect  this,  he  made  ufe  of  his 
cuftomary  arts  of  lying  and  flander,  perverting  the  truths 
of  the  gofpel  which  were  confeffed  by  all  profeffing  chrif- 
tians  to  be  true;  inafmuch,  through  his  fulnilty,  the  good 
beginning  made  in  Frankfort  was  by  too  many  defpifed." 

In  May  1 684,  this  pious  minifter  was  by  the  privy  coun- 
sellor Seckendorff  removed  from  Frankfort  to  Drcfdeny 
where  "he  did  not  continue  long.    The  reafon  of  his  dif- 
miffion  from  Drefden  is  thus  reprefented.    On  the  22d  of 
February  l68or  alter  the  example  of  his  prcdeceffors,  Dr. 
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Welters  and  Dr.  Geyers,  he  fent  a  letter  to  the  elector  John} 
George  III.  in  which,  with  the  moil  profound  refpect,  he 
laid  before  him  the  ftate  of  his  foul.  Some  of  the  nobles 
reprefented  this  faithful  dealing  as  an  infult ;  end  their  ar- 
guments fo  far  prevailed,  that  the  elector  refolved  never 
to  hear  him  again  :  And  he  returned  him  his  own  letter, 
together  with  another,  in  which  GOD  fo  governed  hand 
and  pen,  that  no  hard  words  were  made  ule  of.  From 
this  time,  the  elector  neither  faw  nor  heard  him.  In  1690, 
a  perfon  having  aflerted  in  private  converfation,  that  he 
had  feen  a  copy  of  the  letters  (which  was  not  true) ;  it 
Was  from  this  time  determined  to  dilmifs  him.  This  affair, 
however,  paved  his  way  for  a  call,  which  he  received  about 
this  time  from  Berlin,  which  he  accepted.  On  Whitfunday 
1691,  he  preached  his  farewell  fermon  at  the  chapel  royal 
at  Drefden,  on  the  gofpel  of  John  iii.  16, — 21.  And  011 
the  fecond  Sunday  after  Trinity  he  preached  his  intro- 
ductory fermon  in  St.  Nicholas  church  in  Berlin,  on  Luk§ 
xiv.  24.  He  always  prayed  that  GOD  would  grant  his 
latter  years  to  be  his  beft ;  and,  in  that,  he  was  gracioufly 
beard  and  anfwered. 

At  the  command  of  the  elector,  he  prepared  a  treatife 
entitled,  "  The  deliverance  of  the  gofpel  church  from 
falfe  accufations  of  divifion  and  communication  with  all 
heretics."  And,  not  long  before  his  death,  he  finiflied,  in 
manufcript,  "  A  defence  of  theteftimony  of  the  Godhead 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl"  From  which  writings  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  church  at  that  time  may  be  clearly  feen.  In 
the  particular  duties  of  his  office  in  Berlin  he  published 
fixty-fix  fermons  on  the  important  article  "  of  regenera- 
tion And  he  paraphrafed  and  explained  the  epiltle  to  the 
Galatians,  and  the  firft  epiftle  of  St.  John,  At  this  period 
alfo,  he  wrote  his  famous  treatife  "  upon  true  and  laving 
faith." 

We  come  now  to  fpeak  of  his  death,  which,  according 
to  the  wife  direction  of  the  Lord  of  life  and  death,  hap- 
pened on  the  fifth  of  February,  1705.  His  whole  life  being 
exemplary,  there  could  be  no  room  to  doubt  but  his  death 
would  be  edifying;  and  that  the  promife  of  Pfalm  xxxii.  8. 
would  be  fulfilled  in  him.  As  foon  as  he  was  feized  with 
his  laft  illnefs,  he  fent  for  baron  Hildcrbrand  van  Canjlein, 
and  faid  to  him  in  private,  The  Lord  being  about  to  call 
him  hence,  he  begged  that  the  celebrated  *  Riveti  horec 
noviflm*,1  i.  e.  <  Dr.  Rivet's  laft  hours,'  which  he  had. 
read  in  his  younger  days  with  much  pleafure,  might  be 
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fcrought  him.  Among  the  reft,  the  following  was  very 
plealant  to  him  :  «  Thou  art  the  teacher  of  fouls  :  1  have 
learned  more  true  divinity  within  thefe  ten  days,  than  1 
have  been  able  to  do  in  the  fpace  of  fifty  years  before/ 
About  a  fortnight  before  his  death,  when  he  entered  upon 
his  feventy-firil  year,  he  fuppofed  the  Lord  would  be 
pleafed  to  make  the  day  he  was  born  into  this  world,  the 
clay  of  his  departure  into  the  other.  When  the  clock  ft  ruck 
five  in  the  afternoon,  being  the  hour  of  his  birth,  with  a 
loud  voice  he  praifed  GOD  for  all  the  favors  conferred  on 
him ;  at  the  fame  time  fhedding  abundance  of  tears,  and 
making  a  mod  tender  confeflion  of  all  his  fins,  the  pardon 
Whereof  he  moft  earneftly  implored.  *  That  which  moft 
affecled  me,  fays  his  biographer,  was  to  hear  him  exprefs 
fiow  unprofitable  1  fervant  he  had  been,  and  how  fmall  a 
part  of  his  life  he  had  confecrated  to  the  fervice  of  GOD, 
This  made  by  fo  much  a  deeper  impreflion  upon  my  heart, 
hy  how  much  the  better  I  knew  how  willingly  he' offered 
up  himfelf  as  a  daily  facrifice  to  be  fpent  in  doing  the  will 
of  GOD.'  Some  days  before  his  death,  he  gave  order  that 
nothing  (not  fo  much  as  one  thread)  of  black  fhoold  be 
in  his  coffin ;  "  For,  faid  he,  1  have  been  a  forrowfuf 
man  thefe  many  years,  lamenting  the  deplorable  ftate  of 
Chrijfs  church  militant  here  on  earth;  but  now,  being 
upon  the  point  of  retiring  into  the  church  triumphant  in 
heaven,  I  will  not  have  the  leaft  mark  of  forrow  left  upon 
me;  but  my  body  (hall  be  wrapped  up  all  over  in  white, 
for  a  teftimony  that  I  die  in  expectation  of  a  better  and  more 
glorious  ftate  to  come."  The  day  before  hedied,  he  caufed 
the  feventeenth  chapter  of  St.  Johns  gofpel  to  be  read  to 
him,  three  times  fuccemvely.  It  was  one  of  his  favorite 
chapters,  yet  he  could  never  be  prevailed  on  to  preach 
upon  it :  He  always  faid,  he  did  not  underftand  it.  On 
the  fame  day  he  fpoke  much  of  Simton's  departure;  and, 
though  weak  and  low,  he  did  not  forbear  to  blefs  all  thofe 
that  came  to  fee  him.  Towards  evening  he  fell  into  a 
fl umber,  which  continued  for  the  moft  part  till  the  next 
morning.  When  he  awoke,  he  faluted  thofe  that  were 
about  him  ;  after  which,  at  his  own  requeft,  he  was  fet 
up  in  a  chair  ;  but  in  a  little  while,  as  they  were  endea- 
voring to  put  him  into  his  bed  again,  the  thread  of  his  life 
failed,  and  he  fuddenly  expired  in  the  arms  of  his  wife,  in 
the  feventy-nrft  year  of  .his  age. 

His  W'orks.  He  publiftied  feveral  T  rafts  and  Sermons; 
hut  his  laft  and  greateft  work  was  that  which  he  flnifhed  not 
Jong  before  his  death  "  On  the  Divinity  of  Chart." 

JOHN 


*  Digitized  by  Google 


JOHN    HOWE,   A.  Mi 

VERY  few  men  have  been  more  juflly  efteemed,  and 
more  refpecltully  fpokeii  of,  by  perions  of  all  per-* 
fuafions  in  religion,  thaii  the  learned,  amiable,  faithful, 
and  evangelic  pallor,  Mr,  John  Hour* 

We  ftiall  take  the  fu miliary  of  his  life,  for  the  moft 
part,  as  it  has  been  already  extracted  by  the  laborious 
compiler  of  the  memoirs  of  nonconformilu  minifters,  Mr. 
S*  Palmer,  though,  at  the  fame  time,  we  would  refer 
thofe,  who  wifli  for  a  more  enlarged  account,  to  the  ori- 
ginal memoir  which  Dr.  Edmund  Calamy,  jun.  has  laid 
before  the  world.  We  regret,  that  our  compafs  will  not 
allow  us  to  fay  more,  where  lb  much  might  be  laid,  for 
the  pious  Reader's  delight  and  advantage. 

Mr.  Howe  was  born  on  the  17th  of  May,  1630,  at 
Loughborough,  in  Leicejlcrjhirc,  where  his  father  was  fettled 
by  archbilhop  Laud,  but  afterwards  turned  out  by  him  fof 
not  giving  into  that  nice  and  punctilious  conformity, 
upon  which  that  warm  and  ill -judging  prelate  laid  an 
unaccountable  ftrefs,  and  driven  into  Ireland',  Whither  he 
took  his  fon,  then  very  young,  and  where  their  lives  were 
remarkably  preferved  during  the  execrable  rebellion  and 
roalTacre.    In  the  time  of  the  war  the  father  returned  and 
fettled  in  LancaJJiirc,  where  his  fon  had  his  grammar 
learning.    He  was  lent  early  to  Chrijl-Church-College  in 
Cambridge,  where  his  great  attainments  in  learning,  joined 
with  his  exemplary  piety,  fo  recommended  him,  that  he 
was  elected  fellow  of  Magdalen-College  in  Oxford,  after 
he  had  been  made  demy  by  the  parliament-vilitors.  At 
this  time  Dr.  Thomas  Goodwin  was  prefident  of  that  col- 
lege, and  had  gathered  a  church  among  the  fcholars;  of 
which  Mr.  Howe  had  for  fome  time  helitated  to  become  a 
member,  owing  to  fome  peculiarities  among  them,  for 
which  (fays  Dr.  Calamy)  he  had  no  fondnefs;  but  2t  length, 
being  admitted  upon  catholic  terms,  he  complied  with  Dr. 
Goodwins  requeft,  and  joined  himfelf  to  this  religious 
fociety.    So  early  was  he  averfe  to  all  bigotry  !    He  was 
ordained  at  IVinwick  in  Lancajhire,  by  Mr.  C.  Herle,  the 
paftor  of  that  church,  and  the  minirfers  who  officiated  in 
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would  Comet imes  fay,  that  he  thought  few  in  modern 
times  had  fo  truly  primitive  an  ordination,  as  he  confi- 
dered  Mr.  Herleas  a  primitive  bifhop.  By  an  unexpected 
providence  he  was  called  to  Torrington  in  Devon  ;  where, 
though  young,  he  abundantly  fulfilled  his  miniftry,  which 


ditory  and  a  flourifhing  church,  to  which  many  of  the 
inhabitants  joined  themfelves  who  belonged  to  an  inde- 
pendent church  at  Biddeford,  having  had  a  difmiflion  from 
thence.    The  manner  in  which  he  was  ufed  to  carry  on 
the  fervice  here,  on  fafi  days  (which  then  were  very 
frequent),  was  very  extraordinary.    He  began  at  nine 
with  a  prayer  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour— read  and  ex- 
pounded fcripture  for  about  three  auarters— prayed  an 
hour — preached  another — then  prayed  half  an  hour.  The 
people  then  fung  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  during 
which  he  retired  and  took  a  little  refrefhment.    He  then 
came  into  the  pulpit  again,  prayed  an  hour  more— preached 
another  hour — and  then  with  a  prayer  of  half  an  hour 
concluded  the  fervice.    And  *  a  fort  of  fervice  (fays  Dr. 
Calamy  very  truly)  that  few  could  have  gone  through 
without  inexpreflible  wearinefs  both  to  themfelves  and 
their  auditories  !' —  He  was  upon  good  terms  with  the 
neighboring  minifters,   particularly  Mr.  G,  Hughes  of 
Plymouth,  whofe  daughter  he  married.    With  him  he  car- 
ried on  a  weekly  correfpondence  in  Latin  letters.  The 
following  circumftance  in  one  of  them  is  remarkable  : 
Mr.  Howe's  houfe  being  on  fire,  was^extinguifhed  by  a 
ieafonablc  fhower.    On  that  very  day  he  received  a  letter 
from  his  father  Hughes,  which  concluded  with  this  prayer  : 
€  Sit  Ros  ccelifuper  habitaculum  veflrum ;  i.  e.  Let  the  dew  of 
heaven  be  upon  your  dwelling.'  Mr.  Howe  became  chaplain 
to  Cromwell,  by  the  protector's  own  over-bearing  impor- 
tunity, which  never  endured  a  refufal.    He  entered  upon 
this  office  with  great  reluctance,  and  never  abufed  the  in- 
fluence it  gave  him  to  injure  others  or  to  enrich  himfelf; 
but  ufed  it  to  ferve  the  intereft  of  religion  and  learning 
among  perfons  of  very  different  fentiments.    His  conduct 
in  refpect  to  Dr.  Seth  fVard,  afterwards  fucceflively  bifhop 
of  Exeter  and  Sarum,  deferves  particular  notice. 

The  Doctor  applied,  by  means  of  Mr.  Howe9  for  the 
principalfhip  of  Jefus -College  in  1657  ;  but  it  had  been  pro- 
mi  fed  to  another.  However,  Mr.  Howe  fo  ftrongly  xe± 
commended  him  to  the  protector,  that  he  gave  hrm  an 
annual  allowance  equivalent  to  it ;  and  the  Doctor  retained 
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a  grateful  fenfe  of  the  favor,  when,  upon  the  change  of 
times,  be  became  a  greater  man,  Mr.  Howe  always  ap- 
peared fo  difintereued,  that  the  protector  once  laid  to 
him,  1  You  have  obtained  many  favors  for  others,  I 
wonder  when  the  time  is  to  come  that  you  will  move  for 
fomething  for  yourfclf  and  family.'  This  principle  made 
him  faithful  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty.  The  following 
is  a  remarkable  inftance  of  it :  The  notion  of  a  particular 
faith  in  prayer,  with  refpect  to  the  obtaining  of  particular 
bleflings,  had  prevailed  much  at  CromwelPs  court;  and 
Mr.  Howe  once  heard  a  fermon  there  from  a  perfon  of 
note  defigned  to  defend  it.  Being  fully  convinced  of  the 
ill  tendency  of  fuch  an  opinion,  he  thought  himielf  bound 
in  conference,  when  it  came  to  his  turn  to  preach,  to  op- 
pofe  it ;  which  accordingly  he  did  with  great  plainnefs. 
Cromwell  heard  with  great  attention,  but  fometimes  frowned 
and  difcovered  great  uneafinefs,  infomuch  that  a  perfori 
who  was  prefent  told  Mr»  Howe>  it  would  be  difficult  ever 
to  make  his  peace  with  him  again.  Mr.  Howe  replied, 
*c  I  have  difcharged  my  confidence,  and  leave  the  event 
with  GOD."  Nothing,  however,  pafTed  between  them  on 
the  fubjedt,  though  Cromwell  feemed  cooler  towards  him 
than  before.  After  Richard  Cromwell  was  fet  afide,  Mr. 
Howe  returned  to  his  people  at  Torriiigton.  At  the  reflo- 
r at  ion  he  met  with  fome  trouble,  being  informed  againft  as 
delivering  fomething  treasonable  in  the  pulpit,  but  was 
Tery  honorably  acquitted.  When  the  act  of  uniformity 
took  place,  he  quitted  his  public  ftation  in  the  church,  and 
became  a  filenced  nonconforming  after  having  preached 
two  affecting  fermons  to  his  people  on  BartholomrjD-Dayy 
in  which  he  gave  them  fome  reafons  why  he  could  not 
comply  with  the  act.  Doctor  ( afterwards  bifhop)  fVilh  'insy 
(with  whom  he  had  maintained  a  long  intimacy)  on  feeing 
him  foon  after  this,  exprefled  his  furprize  that  a  man  of 
Mr.  Howes  latitude fhould  have  (rood  oMXi  He  told  him, 
that  he  would  gladly  have  been  under  the  eftablifhment,  if 
he  could  have  compaiTed  it  with  fatisfaction  to  his  con- 
fcience  ;  but  that,  having  weighed  the  matter  with  all 
poflible  impartiality,  he  could  not  do  it;  and  that  hi9 
latitude  was  the  very  thing  that  made  him  a  nonconforming 
But  his  principal  reafon  was,  the  little  vital  religion  that 
appeared  in  the  eftablifhment,  which,  he  thought,  would 
eventually  fap  its  foundations.  Some  rulers  in  the  church 
at  that  time  (to  ufe  a  fimile  of  the  excellent  bifhop 
ft  'tlkins  upon  the  occafion)  i  were  for  fetting  the  top  on 
the  picked  end  downwards,  and  fo  could  not  keep  it  up; 
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but  by  whipping  and  fcourging ;  whereas,  if  they  had  fet  it 
ton  its  broad  end  downwards,  it  would  have  flood  firm  of 
ftfelf.'  The  "  lawfulnefs  of  eating  black -puddings  (as  Mr, 
llowe  obferved  to  the  fahie  effect  on  another  occafion) 
would  be  a  jufter  ground  of  controverfy  than  any  point  of 
the  difputed  conformity."  The  dodtor  appeared  fatisfiedy 
and  advifed  him  as  a  friend  to  (land  to  his  principles.  Mr* 
Howe  continued  fome  time  in  JDevott/birt,  preaching  in 
private  houfes  as  he  had  opportunity.  Being  acquainted 
that  an  officer  of  the  bifhop's  court  had  enquired  after 
him,  he  rode  to  Exeter,  where  he  met  with  a  friend,  a 
dignified  clergyman,  who  acquainted  the  biOiop  that  Mr. 
Howe  was  there ;  upon  Which  his  lordfhip  expreued  a  defire 
to  fee  him,  and  received  him  with  great  civility  as  his  old 
acquaintance,  but  expoftulated  with  him  about  his  non- 
conformity, and  defired  to  know  the  reafons.  Mr.  Howey 
waving  many  others,  only  mentioned  re-ordination. 
*  Why  pray,  Sir,  faid  the  bifhop,  what  hurt  is  there  in 
being  re-ordained?'  "  Hurt!  my  lord,  faid  Mr.  Howey 
it  is  (hocking :  it  hurts  my  undemanding;  it  is  an  abfur- 
dity  ;  for  nothing  can  have  two  beginnings."  The  hi/hop 
dropping  the  matter,  told  him,  as  he  had  done  at  other 
times,  that  if  he  would  come  in  among  them  he  might 
have  considerable  preferments ;  and  difmifled  him  in  a 
friendly  manner,  without  any  thine  being  faid  on  either 
Tide  about  the  procefs  that  was  itlued  out  again  ft  him ; 
and  accordingly  there  the  matter  ended. 

In  1665  he  took  the  oath  required  by  the  Oxford  a6t 
upon  the  fame  principle  as  Dr.  Bates  and  others  did  in 
London:  But  notwithstanding  he  was  this  year  imprifoned 
two  months  in  the  ifle  of  St.  Nicholas;  though  upon  what 
occafion  it  doth  not  appear. 

In  1 67 1,  being  reduced  to  (traits,  he  accepted  aninvi- 
tation  from  a  perfon  of  quality  in  Ireland.  Being  de* 
tained  by  contrary  winds  oh  the  Wekh  coaft,  (probably  at 
Holyhead)  he  continued  there  a  Lord's  day.  The  com- 
pany, being  defirous  he  mould  preach  to  them,  were 
feeking  a  convenient  place,  when  they  met  the  parifli 
minUter  and  his  clerk  riding  to  the  town.  One  of  them 
afked  the  clerk,  whether  his  mailer  preached  that  day  ? 
who  anfwered,  *  No ;  my  mafter  does  not  ufe  to 
preach  %  he  only  reads  prayers.*  On  being  afked  further, 
whether  he  would  give  leave  for  a  mlnifter  who  was  there 
to  ufe  his  pulpit,  he  replied,  1  Very  willingly  ;*  which 
accordingly  he  did.  Mr.  Howe  preached.  In  the  after- 
noon the  audience  was  very  large>  and  feemed  much  af- 
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fe&ed.  The  wind  continued  Contrary  all  the  week.  The 
next  Lord's  day,  there  was  a  prodigious  multitude  gathered 
together ;  and  the  clergyman,  having  no  expectation  of 
further  afliilance,  was  in  great  conAernation,  being  not 
able  to  preach  himielf,  and  thinking  if  there  were  no 
preaching  it  would  greatly  lefTen  his  reputation.  He  there- 
fore fent  his  clerk  to  Mr.  Howe,  and  begged  he  would 
come  and  preach  again,  as  otherwise  he  knew  not  what  to 
do,  the  country  being  come  in  for  feveral  miles  to  hear* 
him.  Mr.  Howe  being  much  indifpofed  was  in  a  fweat  in 
bed.  But,  confidering  it  as  a  plain  call  of  providence,  he 
cooled  himfelf  as  fpeedily  as  he  could  with  fafety,  and,  catt- 
ing himfelf  on  GOD,  went  and  preached  with  great  free- 
dom. He  faid  he  never  faw  people  more  moved,  and  that, 
if  ever  his  miniftry  was  of  ufe,  it  was  then.  Very  foon 
after,  the  veiTel  failed,  and  he  felt  no  ill  effects.  In  Ire/and 
he  lived  as  chaplain  to  the  \ord  AfaJJarene  at  Antrim, where  he 
was  univerfally  refpecled,  and  enjoyed  the  particular  friend- 
fhipof  the  bifhop  of  that  diocefe,who,  together  with  his  me- 
tropolitan, gave  him  liberty  to  preach,  without  demanding 
any  conformity,  in  the  public  church,  every  Lord's  day 
afternoon.  And  the  archbifhop,  at  a  meeting  of  the  clergy, 
told  them,  that  he  would  have  Mr.  Howe  have  every  pul- 
pit, where  he  had  any  concern,  open  to  him.  By  his 
preaching  and  converfation  here  he  was  ufeful  to  many. 

Upon  the  death  of  Dr.  Seaman,  1675,  he  was  invited 
by  a  part  of  his  congregation  to  fix  in  London*  After  ma- 
ture deliberation,  and  weighing  the  arguments  on  both 
fides,  (which  he  drew  out  in  writing)  he  confented  to  go, 
and  made  a  peaceable  ufe  of  K.  Charles*  indulgence.  He 
preached  to  a  considerable  and  judicious  audfence,  and  was 
much  reflected  not  only  by  his  brethren  among  the  di {Ten- 
ters, but  by  feveral  eminent  divines  of  the  church  of 
England,  v.  g.  Doctors  fVhitchcotc,  Kidder,  Fowler,  Lucas, 
&c.  with  whom  he  often  freely  and  familiarly  converted. 

In  regard  to  the  fteps  taken  in  order  to  a  coalition  be- 
tween the  church  and  the  difTenters,  fome  of  the  dignified 
clergy  fent  for  him  to  their  houfes,  (bifhop  Lloyd,  Sherlock, 
&c»)  and  exprefTed  great  deference  to  his  opinion.  He  had 
a  particular  intimacy  with  Dr.  Tillotfon  (afterwards  arch- 
bifhop) in  refpect  to  wliom  the  following  anecdote  is  wor- 
thy of  notice.  The  dean,  as  he  then  was,  (1680)  preached 
a  fermon  at  court,  on  Jo/b.  xxiv.  15.  in  which  he  aflerted, 
that  6  no  man  is  obliged  to  preach  again  A  the  religion  of  a 
country,  though  a  falfe  one,  unlcfs,  he.  has  the  power  of 
working  miracles.'    K.  Charts  ilept  moil  of  the  time. 
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When  the  fermon  was  over,  a  certain  nobleman  faid  to  him, 
'  It's  pity  your  majeity  llept,  for  we  have  had  the  rareft 
piece  of  Hobbifm  that  ever  you  heard  in  your  life.'  *  Odds 
fifli,  faid  the  king,  he  fhall  print  it  then  ;  and  immediately 
called  the  lord-chamberlain  to  give  his  command  to  the 
dean  to  do  it.  When  it  came  from  the  prefs,  the  dean,  as 
was  ufual  with  him,  fent  it  as  a  prefent  to  Mr.  Howe,  who, 
on  the  perulal,  was  grieved  to  find  a  fentiment  which  had 
fo  ill  a  tendency,  and  drew  up  a  long  letter,  in  which  he 
freely  expoftulated  with  the  dean  for  giving  fuch  a  wound 
to  the  Reformation,  and  carried  it  himfelf.  The  dean,  upon 
the  fight  of  it,  moved  for  a  little  journey  into  the  country, 
that  they  might  talk  the  matter  over  without  interruption. 
Mr.  Howe  enlarged  on  the  contents  of  the  letter  as  they 
travelled  in  the  chariot.  The  dean  at  length  wept,  and 
faid,  this  was  the  moil  unhappy  thing  that  had  befallen  him 
for  a  long  time ;  owned,  that  what  he  had  aflerted  was  not 
to  be  maintained,  and  urged  in  his  excufe,  that  he  had  but 
little  notice  of  preaching  that  day,  and  none  of  printing 
the  fermon. 

When,  in  1684,  Barlow  bilhop  of  Lincoln  printed  a  letter 
for  putting  into  execution  the  laws  againft  dilTenters,  Mr. 
Howe  wrote  a  free  anfwer  to  it,  of  which  a  copy  may  be 
feen  in  his  Mem.  p.  104 — 112.  The  next  year,  the  pro- 
fpect  of  the  diflenters  being  very  dark,  he  accepted  an  in- 
vitation of  lord  Wharton  to  travel  with  him  abroad.  In  the 
courfe  of  his  travels,  he  had  the  fatisfacrion  to  converfe 
with  a  number  of  learned  papifts,  and  proteftant  divines. 
In  1686,  having  no  encouragement  to  return,  he  fettled  at 
Utrecht,  where  the  earl  of  Sunderland  and  his  countefs, 
fome  Engl'ijh  gentlemen,  and  two  of  his  own  nephews, 
boarded  with  him.  During  this  time,  he  took  his  turn  with 
Mr.  Mat.  Afead,,  &c.  who  were  there  alfo,  in  preaching  at 
the  Engl'ijh  church ;  and  in  the  evening  preached  to  his  own 
family.  He  was  of  great  ufe  to  feveral  Engl'ijh  ftudents 
then  at  the  univerfity,  and  much  refpected  by  its  profeflbrs, 
as  well  as  by  feveral  perfons  of  diftindtion  from  England, 
among  whom  was  Dr.  G.  Burnet,  afterwards  bifhop  of 
tiarum,  with  whom  he  had  much  free  converfation.  The 
prince  of  Orange,  afterwards  William  III.  admitted  him 
feveral  times  into  his  prefcnce,  and  difcourfed  with  him 
with  great  freedom  ;  as  he  fometiraes  did,  after  he  afcended 
the  Britijh  throne. 

Upon  K.  James's  declaration  for  liberty  of  confciencein 
1687,  Mr.  Howes  flock  in  London  earneltly  prefled  his  re- 
turn, and  he  readily  complied.    He  waited  upon  the  prince 
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of  Orange  fir  ft,  who  advifed  him  to  be  cautious  ofaddreflirlg, 
and  not  to  tall  in  with  the  meafures  of  the  court.  He  wa» 
thankful  for  a  little  breathing-time,  and  endeavored  to  im- 
prove it  to  the  beft  purpofes,  and  to  preferve  himfelf  and 
others  from  the  fnares  laid  for  them,  always  declaring 
againft  approving  the  difpenfing  power.  When  thefe  fear* 
were  blown  over  by  the  revolution,  Mr.  Howe,  at  the 
head  of  the  diffenting  minifters,  made  an  hindfome  addtefs 
to  the  prince  of  Orange  at  St.  James's,  which  has  been 
printed.  On  the  pafling  the  toleration  aft,  he  addrefTed  a 
fmall  tract  both  to  conformifts  and  diffenters,  with  a  view 
to  promote  mutual  forbearance*  With  the  fame  truly 
chriftian  defign,  he  afterwards  [1693]  publifhed  his  fer- 
raon  on  the  "  Carnality  of  religious  contentions,"  when 
unhappy  differences  had  taken  place  among  the  diffenting 
minifters,  occafioned  chiefly  by  the  reprinting  the  pofthu- 
mous  works  of  Dr.  Crifp,  who,  though  a  good  mani,  was 
charged  with  fome  jfntinomian  notions.  Thefe  debates 
however  iflued  in  the  exclufion  of  Mr.  (afterwards  Dr.) 
IFilHams  from  the  lecture  at  Pinner  s-Hall,  when  Mr.  Hokvc, 
Dr.  Bates,an&  Mr.  Alfop  joined  him  in  carrying  on  a  feparate 
lecture  at  Salter  s-Hall.  Warm  debates  foon  followed, 
concerning  the  Trinity  and  occafional  conformity,  in 
which  Mr.  Howe  engaged  with  great  moderation,  chriftian 
meeknefs,  and  charity;  greatly  lamenting  the  want  of  thefe 
in  others,  and  deftring  to  breathe  a  nobler  air  and  inhabit 
better  regions.*  The  Iaft  thing  he  pub  limed  was,  a  "  Dif- 

courfe 

•  I  know  not  how  to  omit  entertaining  my  Readers  with  a  mart  ex- 
traft  from  Mr.  Hrwe\  fermon  on  Dr.  Baies%%  death,  which  breathes  a 
fweet  fpirit  of  piety  and  kindnefs  upon  this  ever-to-be  lamented  fuhjecl 
of  parties  and  bleaches  among  real  chriitians.  His  words  arer  "  Think 
me  not  lb  vain,  as  to  reckon,  excluiively,  the  caufe  of  diflenters,  the 
caufe  I  now  fpeak  of »  Noy  no,  I  fpeak  of  the  common  caufe,  of  all  fe- 
rious,  fober-minded  chriftiins,  within  the  common  rule,  or  without  it. 
I  neither  think  any  one  party  to  include  all  fobrkty  of  mind,  or  to  ex- 
clude all  infobriety.  But  I  apprehend  converting  work  to  be  much  at  a 
Hand,  within  the  pales,  that  men  have  fet  up,  fevering  one  party  from 
another,  and  without  them.  Few  are  any  where  brought  home  to  GOD 
through  Cbrtfl.  And  GOD  knows  too  few  dcllgn  it,  othrrwifc  til  .in  to 
wake  profelytes  to  their  icveral  pa»riev :  And  this  is  thought  a  gloriovs 
conversion.  Serious  piety,  and  chrittianity,  languifties  every  where. 
Many  that  have  a  name  to  live  a>  e  dead,  and  puuified,  already  fi.nk  f 
Common  juftice,  and  ri^hteoufnef«,  are  fled  from  among  us.  Sincerely 
pood  and  pious  mr n,  die  away  in  the  natural  fenfe,  apSce.  You  know, 
if  deaths  and  burials  mould,  in  the  weekly  bills,  exceed  births,  and 
other  accefltons  to  the  city,  whither  this  tends!  When  fo  many* great 
lit  his  are  withdrawn,  both  fuch  as  are  within  the  national  church  con* 
Jlitution,  and  fuch  as  are  without  it}  is  there  to  danger  GOD  mould 
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courfe  of  Patience  in  expecting  future  Bleflednefs."  This 
was  what  he  had  particular  occulion  for.  Having  employed 
his  time,  ltrength,  and  intereifc  in  the  mod  valuable  ler- 
vices,  he  was  wafted  with  feveral  difeafes,  which  he  bore 
with  great  patience  and  a  refigned  iubmiflion  to  the  will  of 
his  heavenly  Father.    He  difcovered  no  fear  of  dying, 
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alfo  remove  the  candleftick  ?  Our  objuration,  and  infenfible  ftupidity, 
portends  a  deadly  darknefs  to  be  drawing  on.  And  mult  luch  lives  go, 
to  make  a  way  for  GOD's  anger  I  And  lead  011  a  more  general,  and 
more  dreadful,  approaching  death  !  Oh  !  that  GOD  would  rent  the 
heavens  and  come  down  !  He  may  yet  melt  our  hearts,  and  make  them 
flow  at  his  prefence,  notwithftanding  their  mountainous,  rocky  height, 
and  hardnefs.  This  may  he  the  means  of  faving  Tome  fouls,  and  of  de- 
ferring the  common  calamity.  A  great  thing  it  would  be  to  have  it  de- 
ferred. What  a  privilege  would  many  fervants  of  Cbriji  count  it,  not  to 
live  to  the  day,  when  the  Spirit  of  the  living  GOD  (hall  be  generally 
retired  and  gone;  and  atheifm,  fcepticifm,  infidelity,  worldlincfs,  and 
formality,  have  quite  fwallowed  up  our  religion.  While  fuch  men,  as 
we  have  loft,  lived,  they  did,  and  fuch  do,  as  inftrumcnt?,  keep  fome- 
what  of  lerious  religion  alive,  under  our  feveral  forms,  but  as  ready  to 
expire.  But  though  it  mould  feem  generally  to  have  expired,  let  us  be* 
lieve  it  (hall  revive.  When  our  confidences  and  vain  boa  ft  s  ceaie,  The 
temple  of  the  Lord  !  The  temple  of  the  JU»rd  !  Lo  1  here  is  Cbriji,  and 
there  is  Cbriji !  and  one  fort  cealcs  to  magnify  this  church,  and  another 
that,  and  an  univerfal  death  is  come  upon  usj  then  (and  1  am  afraid 
not  till  then)  is  to  be  expected  a  glorious  refurrt&ion,  not  of  this  or 
that  party  :  For  living,  powerful  religion,  when  it  recover*,  will  diidain 
the  limits  of  a  party.  [Or,  as  he  expreffes  himfelf  in  his  funeral  fermon 
for  Mr.  Mede }  "  Till  that  feafon  comes,  it  matters  little,  and  fignifici 
to  me  fcarce  one  ftraw,  what  party  of  us  ismppermoft."]  Nor  is  it  to  be 
thought,  that  religion,  modified  by  the  deviled  diftin&ions  of  this,  or 
that  party,  will  ever  be  the  religion  of  the  world.  But  the  lame  power 
that  makes  us  return  into  a  itate  of  life,  will  bring  us  into  a  ftate  of  unity, 
in  divine  light  and  love.  Then,  will  all  the  fcandalous  marks  and 
means  of  diviiion,  among  chriftians,  vanifti ;  and  nothing  remain  as 
a  teft,  or  boundary  of  chiiftian  communion,  but  what  hath  its  founda- 
tion, as  fuch,  in  plain  reaibp,  or  exprefs  revelation.  Then  as  there  is 
one  body,  and  one  fpirit,  will  that  Almighty  Spirit  fo  animate,  and  form 
this  body,  as  to  make  it  every  where  amiable,  felf- recommending,  and 
capable  of  fpreading  and  propagating  itfelf,  and  to  increafe  <witb  tbe 
increafe  of  GOD.  TbenJbaU  tbe  Lord  be  One,  and  bis  name  One,  in  aU 
tbe  eartb. 

From  fuch  fentiments  as  thefe,  *  we  may  (to  ufe  the  words  of  Dr. 
Calami,  in  the  memoirs  of  his  life)  take  our  meafures  of  him  both 
as  a  Minifter  and  a  Divine  \  and  can  hardly  forbear  making  this  re^ 
fletfion,  that  it  would  be  an  unfpcakable  happinefs,  did  but  fuch  a  fpirit 
as  this  prevail  more  among  all  the  parties  into  which  we  arc  divided/  p.  58. 
For  feveral  moie  noble  fenthnents  of  this  kind,  we  will  fubjoin  Mr. 
"  Howe**  Addrefs  both  to  Conformifts  and  Non-conformifts.*' 

"  1 .  That  we  do  not  over-magnify  our  differences,  or  count  them 
greater  than  they  really  are.  I  fpeak  now  (fays  Mr.  Howe)  of  the 
propter  differences  which  the  rule  itlelf  makes,  to  which  the  one  fort 
♦onforms,  and  tkc  other  conforms  not.   Keracmber  that  there  are 
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but  when  his  end  drew  near,  was  very  calm  and  ferene* 
Having  a  mortification  in  his  leg,  his  fon,  a  phyfician* 
with  a  kind  defign,  took  the  liberty  to  lance  it  without  his 
leave  ;  upon  which  Mr.  Howe  cried  out,  "  What  are  you 
doing  ?  I  am  not  afraid  of  dyings  but  I  am  afraid  of  pain" 
He  ieeraed  indeed  fometimes  to  be  got  to  heaven  even  be- 
fore 

differences  on  both  parts,  among  themfelves  incomparably  greater  than 
thefe,  by  which  the  one  fort  differs  from  the  other.  There  are  differences 
in  doclrinal  fentiments  that  are  much  greater.  How  inconceivably 
greater  is  the  difference  between  pood  men  and  bad  !  between  being  a 
lover  of  the  blefl'ed  GOD,  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  an 
enemy  !  a  real  fubjecl  of  Cbrifl  and  of  the  d:vil  !  Have  we  not  renfon 
to  apprehend  there  are  of  both  thefe  on  each  fide  ?  Let  us  take  heed  of 
having  our  minds  tinclured  with  a  wrong  notion  of  this  matter,  as  if 
this  indulgence  divided  England  \r\to  two  chiiftendoms,  or  diftinguifhed 
rather  between  Chriftians  and  Mahometans,  as  forae  mens  Cyelopic fancies 
have  an  unlucky  art  to  reprefent  things ;  creating  ordinary  men  and 
things  into  monfters  and  prodigious  fhapes,  at  their  own  pleafure.  It 
has  been  an  ufual  faying  on  both  fides,  that  they  were  (in  comparifon) 
but  little  things  we  differed  about,  or  circumftantial  things.  Let  us 
not  unfay  it,  or  fuffer  an  habit  of  mind  to  Hide  into  us,  that  contifts 
not  with  it.  Though  we  muft  not  go  againft  a  judgement  of  confcicnce 
in  the  lcaft  thing,  yet  let  us  not  confound  the  true  differences  of  things, 
but  what  are  really  kfTei  things,  let  them  go  for  fuch. 

"  i.  Let  us  hereupon  carefully  abftain  from  judging  each  other's 
ftate  God  ward  upon  thefe  differences  ;  for  hereby  wo  (hall  both  con- 
tradict our  common  rule,  and  ourfelvcs.  When  men  make  confcicnce 
of  fmall  and  doubtful  things  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Other,  about 
which  they  differ;  blelTed  GOD,  how  little  confeience  is  made  of  the 
plained  and  moft  important  rule,  not  to  judge  one  another  for  fuch 
differences!  Rom.  xiv.  313.  Why  of  all  the  parts  of  that  holy  book 
is  this  chapter  only  thought  no  part  of  GOD's  word!  or  this  piecept 
ib  varioufiy  enforced  in  this  chapter,  and  fo  awcfully,  ver.  10,  11.  But 
nvby  dofi  thou  judge  thy  brother  r  or  muby  dofi  thou  fet  at  naught  thy 
brother?  We  ft  all  all  ft  and  befvre  the  judgement  ft  at  nf  Chilli.  For'it 
is  written,  as  I  live,  faith  the  Lord,  every  knee  /hall  font-  to  me,  and 
every  tongue  fhall  confefs  to  me  I  Is  it  a  light  matter  to  ulitrp  the 
throne  of  Chrifi,  the  judgement  feat  of  GOD  ?  Vet  how  common  has 
it  been  to  fay,  fuch  an  one  conforms,  he  hath  nothing  of  GOD  in 
him  ?  fuch  an  one  conforms  not;  'tis  not  confcicnce  but  humour? 
GOD  forgive  both.  Have  they  blotted  Rom.  xiv.  out  of  their  Bibles  ? 
*Tis  plain  by  the  whole  feries  of  difcouife,  that  it  is  the  judging  of  mens 
ftates,  and  that  by  fuch  fin*U  matters  of  difference,  that  is  the  thing 
here  forbidden.  Some  few  things  contained  in  this  chapter,  as  ro  re- 
ceive one  another,  (as  ilirifbans,  or  fuch  whom  GOD  recei\cs)  not- 
withstanding remaining  doubts  about  fmall  matters,  and  not  deter- 
mining fuch  doubted  things  in  bar  to  the  doubter,  ver.  1,  a,  3  '»  ani* 
not  to  lay  fumbling  blocks  in  each  others  way,  ver.  13;  not  to  do  the 
doubted  thing  vjith  a  mind  fill  unfa tisfied,  ver.  5,  13  »  r.ot  to  cenfure, 
either  him  that  docs  or  forbears  ;  not  admitting  an  hard  thought  of 
him,  or  kfs  favorable,  than  that  what  fuch  an  one  does,  he  does  to  the 
Lord,  and  what  the  other  Jbrbenrs,  he  forbears  to  the  Lord,  ver.  6  : 
Thefe  few  things  I  fay,  put  in  practice,  had  taken  away  all  differences 
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fore  he  had  laid  afide  mortality.  He  was  once,  during  his 
decline,  in  a  mod  affecling,  heavenly  frame  at  the  com- 
munion, and  carried  out  into  fuch  a  tranfporting  celebra- 
tion of  the  love  of  Chrifly  that  both  he  ano  the  communi- 
cants  were  appreherifive  he  would  have  died  in  the  fervice. 
He  was  fometimes  very  pleafant  in  his  laft  ficknefs,  and 

K  5  converfed 

(that  we  are  now  confidertng)  or  the  inconvenience  of  them  long  ago. 
And  we  (hall  Itill  need  them  as  much  as  ever. 

**  3.  Let  us  not  value  ourfelves  upon  being  of  this  or  that  fide  of  the 
levering  line*  'Tis  jewifh,  yea  phari  laical,  to  be  conceited,  and  boaft 
ourfelves  upon  externals,  and  fmall  matters,  efpeciaily  if  arbitrarily 
taken  up  ;  and  is  itfclf  an  argument  of  a  light  mind,  and  incompre- 
heofive  of  true  worth.  Though  I  cannot  be  finccrely  of  this  or  that 
way,  but  I  muft  think  my  felt  in  the  right,  and  others  in  the  wrong 
that  differ  from  me;  yet  I  ought  to  confidcr  this  is  but  a  fmall  minute 
thing,  a  point  compared  with  the  vaft  orb  of  knowables,  and  of 
things  needful,  and  that  ought  to  be  known.  Perhaps  divers  that  differ 
from  me  are  men  of  greater  and  more  comprehenftve  minds,  and  have 
been  more  employed  about  greater  matters  i  and  many,  in  things  of 
more  importance,  have  much  more  of  valuable  and  ufcful  knowledge 
than  I.  Yea,  and  fince  thefe  are  not  matters  of  faivation  we  differ 
about,  fo  that  any  on  either  fide  dare  confiderately  fay,  he. cannot  be 
faved,  that  is  not  in  thefe  refpe&s  of  my  mind  and  way  ;  he  may  have 
more  of  fan&ifying  favory  knowledge,  more  of  folid  goodnefs,  mote 
of  grace  and  real  fanclity  than  I  j  the  courfe  of  his  thought?  and  ftudies 
having  been  by  converfe  and  other  accidents  led  more  oft'  from  thefe 
things,  and  perhaps  by  a  good  principle  been  more  deeply  engaged  about 
higher  matters  :  For  no  man's  mind  is  able  equally  to  confidcr  all 
things  fit  to  be  confidered  \  and  greater  things  are  of  themfelves  more 
apt  to  beget  holy  and  good  imprefllons  upon  our  fpirits,  than  the 
minuter  and  more  circuinftantial  things,  though  relating  to  religion, 
can  be. 

•*  4.  Let  as  not  defpife  one  another  for  our  differing  in  thefe  le/Ter 
matters.  This  is  too  common,  and  mod  natural  to  that  temper  that 
offends  again  ft  the  foregoing  caution.  Little  fpirited  creatures,  valuing 
themfelves  for  fmall  matters,  muft  confequently  have  thofe  in  contempt 
that  want  what  they  count  their  own  only  excellency.  He  that  hath 
nothing  wherein  he  places  worth  belonging  to  him,  befides  a  flaunting 
peruke  and  a  laced  fuit,  muft  at  all  adventures  think  very  meanly  of 
«ne  in  a  plain  garb.  Where  we  are  taught  not  to  judge,  we  are  for- 
bidden to  dcftife  or  fet  at  naught  one  another  upon  thefe  little  dif- 
ferences 

"  5.  Nor  let  us  wonder  that  we  differ.  Unto  this  we  are  too  apt, 
i.  e.  to  think  it  ftrange,  (efpeciaily  upon  fome  arguing  of  the  dif- 
ference) that  fuch  a  man  fhould  conform,  or  fuch  an  one  not  conform. 
Theie  is  fome  fault  in  this,  but  which  proceeds  from  more  faulty 
caufes.  Pride  too  often,  and  an  opinion  that  we  underftand  fo  well, 
that  a  wrong  is  done  us,  if  our  judgement  be  not  made  a  ftandard  and 
meafure  to  another  man's.  And  again  ignorance  of  human  nature, 
or  inconfideratenefs  rather,  how  myfterious  it  is,  and  how  little  can  be 
known  of  it  i  how  lecrct  and  latent  little  fprings  there  are  that  move 
this  engine  to  our  own  mind  this  way  or  that ;  and  what  bars  (which 
p-.haps  he  dilccrns  not  himfelf)  may  obftruct  and  (hut  up  towards  us 
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converfed  freely  with  the  many  perfons  of  all  ranks  who 
came  to  fee  him,  and  talked  like  one  of  another  world, 
with  the  mod  elevated  hopes  of  that  bleflednefs  there  on 
which  his  heart  had  long  been  fet ;  and  once  declared,  after 
an  unexpected  revival,  that  were  it  put  to  his  choice,  whe- 
ther he  fliould  die  that  moment  or  live  feven  years,  he 

would 

another  man's.  Have  wo  not  frequent  inftances  in  other  common  cafes* 
how  difficult  it  is  to  fpeak  to  another  man's  underttaiuling  !  Speech 
is  too  penurious,  not  expreffive  enough.  Frequently  between  men  of 
fenfe,  much  more  time  is  taken  up  in  explaining  each  other's  notions, 
than  in  proving  or  difprovin*  them.  Nature  and  our  prefent  Irate  have 
in  fome  refpeits  left  us  open  to  GOD  only,  and  made  us  inacceiftble  to 
one  another.  Why  then  mould  it  he  ftrange  to  me,  that  I  cannot  con- 
vey iny  thought  into  another's  mind  ?  *Tis  unchriftian  to  cenfure,  as 
before,  and  lay,  fuch  an  one  has  not  my  eonfcience,  therefore  he  has  no 
confcience  at  all :  And  it  is  alfo  unreasonable  and  rude  to  fay,  fucji  a 
one  fees  not  with  my  eyes,  therefore  he  is  (lark  blind.  Befities,  the  real 
oblcurity  of  the  matter  is  not  enough  confidered.  I  am  very  confident, 
an  impaitial  and  competent  judge,  upon  the  view  of  books,  later  and 
more  antient,  upon  fuch  fubje£is,  would  fay,  there  are  few  meta- 
phyfical  queitions  difputed  with  more  fubtlety,  than  the  controverfiea 
about  conformity  and  non-conformity.  Bleflcd  be  GOD,  that  things 
neccflfai  y  to  the  fa)  vat  ion  of  fouls,  and  that  are  of  true  neceflity  even  to 
the  peace  and  order  of  the  chriftian  church,  are  in  comparifon  fo  very- 
plain. 

*•  Moreover,  there  is  hefides  understanding  and  judgement,  and 
diverfe  from  that  heavenly  gift,  which  in  the  Icriptures  is  called  giacc, 
fuch  a  thing  as  gull  and  rclim  belonging  to  the  mind  of  man,  and  I  doubt 
not  to  all  men,  if  they  obferve  themfclves }  and  this  is  as  unaccountable 
and  as  various  as  the  retimes  and  difguils  of  fenfe.  This  they  only 
wonder  at,  that  either  underftand  not  themfclves,  or  will  eonftder  no- 
body  but  themfclves.  To  bring  it  down  to  the  prefent  cafe.  As  to 
thole  parts  of  wot  (hip  which  are  of  moll  frequent  ufe  in  our  afiembiies, 
(whether  conforming  or  non-conforming)  Prayer,  and  Preaching,  and 
Bearing  GOD's  word,  our  differences  about  them  cannot  but  in  part 
arile  from  the  diverfity  of  this  principle,  both  on  the  one  hand  and  the 
other.  One  fort  do  more  favor  prayer  by  a  foreknown  form  ;  another 
that  which  hath  more  of  furprize,  by  a  grateful  variety  of  unexpected 
expreffion*.  And  it  can  neither  be  univerfally  faid,  it  is  a  better  judge* 
nurnt,  or  more  grace,  that  determines  men  the  one  way  or  the  other  ; 
but  fomewhat  in  the  temper  of  their  minds  diftin6t  from  both;  which  I 
know  not  how  better  to  exprefs  than  by  mental  tafte,  the  a£U  whereof 
(as  the  objects  are  Juitable  or  unfuirable)  are  relifhing  or  difrelifhing, 
Jiking  or  dilliking  :  And  this  hath  no  more  of  myltery  in  it,  than  that 
there  is  fuch  a  thing  belonging  to  our  natures,  as  complacency  or  dif- 
p!icincy  in  reference  to  the  objects  of  the  mind.  And  this,  in  the 
l:iml  of  ir,  i<  a-*  common  to  men,  as  human  nature,  but  as  much  diver* 
lifted  in  individuals,  as  mens  other  inclinations  are,  that  are  moft 
fixed  and  leaft  apt  to  admit  of  change.  Now  in  the  mentioned  caie> 
men  cannot  he  univerfally  determined  either  way  by  their  having  better 
judgement}  for  no  lober  man  can  he  fo  little  mooVft,  a<  not  to  acknow- 
ledg*-,  that  there  are  fome  of  each  lentirnent  that  are  lefs  judiciona, 
than  lume  thai  arc  ot  the  contiaiy  fcunmcnt  in  this  thing.    And  to  fay 
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would  prefer  the  former.  His  hope  of  heaven  was  how- 
ever accompanied  with  great  humility,  which  led  him  to 
fay,  c<  I  expeft  my  falvation  not  as  a  profitable  fervant, 
hut  as  a  pardoned  fmner."  Being  at  laft  worn  out,  he 
finifhed  his  courfe  with  joy,  April  2,  1705,  and  his  body 
was  buried  in  the  pariuH  church  of  St.  Jlbal/ows,  Bread- 

Jlrteu 

that  to  be  more  determined  this  way  or  that,  is  the  certain  fxgn  or 
eflkft  of  a  greater  meafure  of  grace  ami  fan£lity,  were  a  great  violation 
both  of  modelty  and  charity.  I  have  not  met  with  any  that  have  ap- 
peared to  live  in  more  entire  communion  with  GOD,  in  higher  admi- 
ration of  him,  in  a  pieafanter  lenfe  of  his  love,  or  in  a  more  joyful 
expectation  of  eternal  life,  than  fome  that  have  been  wont  with  great  de- 
light publicly  to  worfhip  GOD  in  the  uleof  our  Common  Prayer  :  And 
others  I  have  known,  as  highly  excelling  in  the  fame  refpe&s,  that 
could  by  no  means  relilh  it,  but  have  always  counted  it  mfipid  and 
naufeous.  The  like  may  be  faid  of  xelifhing  or  difrelilhing  fermons 
preached  in  a  digefted  let  of  words,  or  with  a  more  flowing  tieedom  of 
Jpeech.  It  were  endlefs  and  odious  to  vie  either  better  judgements,  or 
more  pious  inclinations,  that  mould  univerfally  determine  men  either 
the  one  way  or  the  other  in  thefe  matters.  And  we  are  no  more  to 
wonder  at  thefe  peculiarities  in  the  temper  of  mens  minds,  than  at 
their  different  taftes  of  meats  and  drinks  ;  much  lefs  to  fall  out  with 
them,  that  their  minds  and  notions  are  not  juft  formed  as  ours  are : 
For  we  mould  remember,  they  no  more  differ  from  us  than  we  do  from 
them  ;  and  if  we  think  we  have  the  clearer  light,  'tis  like  they  alfo 
think  they  have  clearer.  And  'tis  in  vain  to  fay,  who  (hall  be  judge  > 
For  every  man  will  at  length  judge  of  his  own  notions  lor  himfclf,  and 
cannot  help  it ;  for  no  man's  judgement  (or  relifh  of  things,  which 
influences  his  judgement,  though  he  know  it  nor)  is  at  the  command 
of  his.will,  and  much  lefs  of  another  man's     And,  therefore, 

"  6.  Let  us  not  be  offended  mutually  with  one  another,  for  our 
different  choice  of  this  01  that  way,  wherein  we  find  mod  of  real  ad- 
vantage and  edification.  Our  greateft  concern  in  this  world,  and  which 
is  common  to  us  nil,  is  the  bctteiing  of  our  fpirits,  and  preparing  them 
for  a  better  world.  Let  no  man  be  difpleafed,  (efpecially  of  thofc  who 
agree  in  all  the  fubftmtials  of  the  fame  holy  religion)  that  another  ufes 
the  fame  liberty,  in  choofing  the  way  mol)  conducing  in  his  experience 
to  his  great  end,  that  he  himfclf  alio  ufes,  expecting  to  do  it  without 
anothci  man's  offence. 

'*  7.  But  above  all,  let  us  with  fmcere  minds  more  enrneftly  en- 
deavour the  promoting  the  intercft  of  religion  itfclf,  of  true  reformed 
chriftianity,  than  of  this  or  that  party.  Lei  us  long  to  fee  the  religion 
of  chriftians  become  fimple,  primitive,  agreeable  to  it's  lovely  original 
ftate,  and  again  itfelj '  j  and  each  in  our  own  Itation*  contribute  thereto 
aJ  that  we  are  able,  laboring  that  the  internal  principle  of  it  may  live 
and  tiouiifh  in  our  own  fouls,  and  be  to  our  utmoii  ditfuied  and  fpread 
unto  other  mens:  And  for  its  externals,  as  the  duchue  of  our  rule 
will  guide  u«f  lb  gradually  bend  towards  one  common  couife,  that  there 
may  at  length  ceafe  to  be  any  divided  parties  at  ail. 

'*  In  the  mean  time,  while  theie  3ie,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the 
difference  lies  among  chi  iftians  and  protcttants,  not  between  fuch  and 
pagans.  Let.  us  therefore  carry  it  accordingly  towards  each  other  j  and 
con  fide  r  our  allcmbliet  are  all  chiillian  and  proteibnt  uflcmblies,  dif- 
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Jlrett,  His  funeral  fermon  was  preached  by  his  fellotr- 
Jaborer  Mr.  John  Spademan,  on  2  Tim.  iii.  14.  on  the  8th 
of  the  fame  month. 

A  more  particular  account  of  him  might  have  been  pre- 
1  en  ted  to  the  world,  had  he  not,  a  little  before  his  death, 
ordered  his  fon  to  burn  a  large  parcel  of  MSS.  which  re- 
lated 

fcring  in  their  adminiftrations,  for  the  moft  part,  not  in  the  things 
prayed  for,  or  deprecated,  or  taught,  but  in  certain  modes  of  ex* 
preition  :  And  differing  really,  and  in  the  fubitance  of  things,  lefs  by 
x  mere  conformity  or  non-conformity  to  the  public  rule  of  the  law,  than 
many  of  them  that  are  under  it  do  from  one  another,  and  than  divers 
that  are  not  vnder  it.  For  inftance,  go  into  one  congregation  that  is  a 
conforming  one,  and  you  have  the  public  prayers  read  in  the  deflc,  and 
afterwards  a  form  of  prayer  perhaps  ufed  by  the  preacher  in  the  pulpit, 
of  his  own  compofure,  before  he  begins  his  fermon.  Go  into  another 
congregation,  and  prayer  is  performed  without  either  fort  of  form  ;  and 
jperhaps  the  difference  in  this  is  not  fo  greit.  It  may  be  the  eonformift 
ufes  no  pre-conccivcd  form  of  his  own,  and  the  non-conformift  may. 
Both  inllmct  the  people  out  of  the  fame  holy  book  of  GOD's  Word. 
But  now  fuppofe  one  of  the  former  fort  reads  the  public  prayers  gravely, 
with  the  appearance  of  great  reverence,  fervency,  and  pious  devotion ; 
and  one  of  the  latter  fort  that  ufes  them  not,  does  however  pray  for  the 
fame  things,  with  judgement  and  with  like  gravitv  and  affection,  and 
they  both  inftruct  their  hearers  fitly  and  profitably  ;  nothing  is  more 
evident  than  that  the  woifhip  in  thefe  two  aifcmblies  doth  much  lefs 
roiiiidenhly  differ  to  a  pious  and  judicious  mind,  than  if  in  the  latter 
th>  prayers  were  aifo  read,  but  carelefsly,  fleepily,  or  fcenically,  flaun- 
Miorlv,  and  with  manifeft  irrevtrence,  and  the  fermon  like  the  reft  ;  or 
t!im.  if  in  the  former,  all  the  performance  were  inept,  rude,  or  very 
o'kulivtly  drowfy  or  flug<»im. 

"  Mow  let  us  /hew  ourVelves  men,  and  manly  chriftian*,  not  fwayed 
by  tit  fits  and  little  things,  as  childien  by  this  or  that  drei's  or  mode,  or 
foim  of  our  religion,  which  may  perhaps  plcafe  fome  the  more  for  it's 
re  d  indecency  :  But  know,  that  if  we  continue  bickering  about  forms, 
the  life  be  loft,  and  we  come  to  bear  the  character  of  that  church,  tkou 
L,y1  a  namt  that  then  Uv(ft,  and  art  JeaJ,  we  may  e'er  long  (after 
all  the  -wonders  GOD  hath  wrought  for  us)  expect  to  hear  of  our 
candlestick's  being  removed,  and  that  our  fun  fhall  go  down  at  noon* 
day. 

"  The  true  feriotis  fpirit  and  power  of  religion  and  godlinefs  will 
ait  no  nun  1  .nunft  his  conscience,  or  his. rule  underltood,  but  will  oblige 
him  in  ail  act »  of  worfhip  (as  wtll  as  of  his  whole  conversation)  to 
kt.ji  clot'e  to  gofpel-prrfcription,  fo  far  as  he  can  difcern  it.  And  that 
lw  w;it  rind  icijuires  that  in  fuhordination  to  the  divine  glory,  he 
fuioutly  dcfiszn  the  working  out  the  falvation  of  hU  own  foul,  and  take 
that  courfe  in  order  thereto,  put  himfclf  under  inch  a  ininiftry,  and 
Inch  a  way  of  ufu:g  GOD's  ordinances,  as  he  finds  moft  profitable  and 
conducing  to  thai  gieat  end,  and  that  doth  his  foul  moft  real  good.  If 
you  ire  religious,  or  of  thUor  that  mode  or  way  of  ieli«ion,  to  ferve  a 
carnal  defign.  for  ycurleif  or  your  pa  ty,  not  to  lave  your  foul,  you 
commit  the  moit  oetcltablc  Sacrilege,  and  alienate  the  moft  (acred  thing 
in  the  world,  Ftiijio'/,  from  it*  tiue  end  j  which  will  not  only  lole 
thai  end,  but  infer  an  heavy  vengeance.    Yea,  and  'ti>  too  pollible  to 
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lated  to  his  life  and  times.  On  a  blank"  page  in  his  bible 
were  found  two  remarkable  pafiages,  written  with  his  own 
hand  in  Lat'in^  of  which  the  following  is  a  tranflation. 
"  Dec.  26,  89.  After  that  I  had  long,  ferioufly*  and  re- 
peatedly thought  with  mylelf,  that  befides  a  full  and  un- 
doubted alfent  to  the  objects  of  faith,  a  vivifying  favory 
taile  and  relifh  of  them  was  alfo  neceflary,  that  with 

Wronger 

tranfgrefs  dangeroufly,  by  preferring  that  which  is  lefs,  though  never 
fo  confidently  thought  to  be  divine,  before  that  which  is  greater,  or 
feparately  from  its  true  end.    You  greatly  prevaricate,  if  you  are  more 
zealouily  intent  to  promote  independency  than  chrilHanity,  prefbytery 
than  chriltianity,  prelacy  than  chriltianity,  as  any  of  thefe  are  the  in- 
tereft  of  a  party,  and  not  confidered  in  fnbfrrviency  to  the  chiiltian  in- 
tereft,  nor  dcfigntd  for  promoting  the  edification  and  falvation  of  your 
own  foul.    But  that  being  your  defign,  living  religion  will  keep  your 
eye  upon  your  end,  and  make  you  ftcady,  and  conltnntly  true  to  that, 
and  to  your  rule,  without  which  you  can  never  hope  to  reach  your  end. 
-    **  Now  hereupon  fuch  as  conform  to  the  public  cftablifhment,  and 
they  that  dilTent  from  it,  may  differ  from  each  other  upon  a  twofold  ac- 
count :  Either  (1 .)  as  judging  the  contrary  way  to  be  limply  unlawful ; 
Or  (2.)  as  judging  it  to  be  only  lefs  edifying.    'Tis  not  the  bu  line  is  of 
this  paper  to  diJcuts,  who  herein  judge  might,  and  who  wrong :  But 
fuppoiing  their  judgement  to  remain  as  it  is  (which  thev  themfelves  how- 
ever Ihould  examine,  and  if  it  be  wrong  rectify  i)  I  fliall  fay  fon.cwhat 
to  each  of  thefe  cafes. 

"  To  the  former,  while  your  judgement  continues  as  it  is,  'tis  true 
ou  cannot  join  in  woriliip  with  the  contrary  minded  ;  But  nothing  tor- 
ids,  but  you  can  be  kind,  couveifible,  courteous  towards  than  j  and 
your  common  chriftian  profeflion  (befides  the  rules  of  humanity)  obliges 
you  fo  to  be  :  Yea  and  even  to  converle  with  them  as  occafion  ir.vurs, 
more  intimately  as  chrillians,  the  viiible  marks  of  lu  ious  cliriftuinity 
appearing  in  them. 

«*  To  the  latter  fort  it  is  acknowledged,  you  cannot  conftantly  join  in 
woifhip  with  thofe  of  the  contrary  way,  became  you  ought  ordinarily 
to  worfhip  GOD  in  that  way  which  you  juf^c  to  be  bell  and  im.it 
agreeable  to  the  divine  rule,  (though  you  arc  not  obliged  utitily  t« 
abandon  any  for  its  imperfections  and  corruptions,  that  is  not  eo/.uj  t  in 
the  very  efiential?  ;)  and  you  ought  molt  frequently  to  attend  on  that 
which  you  rind  to  be  moft  edifying  to  your  own  foul  ;  as  that  Ihould  be 
your  more  ordinary  diet  that  bell  ag:ees  with  you.    That  way  therefore 
you   mull  moft  conftantly  adhere  to,  which  is  moft  grateful  and 
favory  to  you  ;  becaufe  you   cannot  fo  much  edify  bv  what  you 
Jtfs  relifh.    But  your  judgement  and  latitud*  will  well  allow  you 
fometimes  to  frequent  the  aiieinhlies  with  which  you  hold  not  con- 
Itam  communion.    And  if  it  will  allow,  it  will  alfo  direS  you  thereto 
f\.t  a  valuable  end  j  as  that  you  may  liquify,  you  oalinanly  decline 
them  not  as  no  chriftians,  or  their  wcrfl.ip  as  no  worfhip,  but  as  more 
defective,  or  lefs  edifying,  and  that  you  may  maintain  love,  and  both 
ex^refs  and  beget  a  dilpohtion  to  nearer  union.    And  if  our  rulers  (hull 
jud0e  fuch  intertourles  conducing  to  fo  deniable  an  end,  ihcy  may  per- 
haps in  due  time  thmk  it  reafonable  to  put  things  into  that  Hate,  thr»t 
minifters  of  both  forts  may  be  capable  of  inviting  one  another  occa- 
sionally to  the  brotherly  offices  of  mutual  aililtance  in  each  other's  con. 
gregatipns.    For  which,  and  all  things  that  tend  to  make  us  an  happy 
people,  we  mult  wait  upon  HIM  in  whofe  hands  their  hearts  art." 
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Wronger  force  and  more  powerful  energy,  they  might  pe- 
netrate into  the  mod  inward  center  of  my  heart,  and  there 
being  moil  deeply  fixed  and  rooted,  govern  my  life;  and 
that  there  could  be  no  other  fure  ground  whereon  to  con- 
clude and  pafs  a  found  judgement  on  my  good  eftate  God- 
ward  ;  and  after  I  had  in  my  courfe  ot  preaching  been 
largely  infilling  on  2  Cor.  i.  12.  This  very  morning  I 
awoke  out  of  a  moft  raviihing  and  delightful  dream,  that 
a  wonderful  and  copious  dream  of  celeftial  rays,  from 
the  lofty  throne  of  the  divine  Majefty,  feemed  to  dart  into 
my  expanded  bread.  I  have  often  fmce,  with  great  com- 
placencv,  reflected  on  that  very  fignal  pledge  of  fpecial 
olivine  favor  vouchfafed  to  me  on  that  noted  memorable 
day,  and  have  with  repeated  frefh  plea  fure  tailed  the  de- 
lights thereof."  "  But  what  (on  Oil.  22,  1704,)  of  the 
lame  Tcind  I  fenfibly  felt,  through  the  admirable  bounty  of 
my  GOD,  and  the  moft  pleafant  comforting  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit^  fer  furpafled  the  moft  expreffive  words 
my  thoughts  can  fugged.  I  then  experienced  an  inex- 
prefllbly  pleafant  melting  of  heart,  tears  guiliing  out  of 
mine  eyes,  for  joy  that  GOD  mould  ihed  abroad  his  love 
abundantly  through  the  hearts  of  men,  and  that  for  this, 
very  purpofe  mine  own  mould  be  fo  fignally  pofTeffed  of 
and  by  his  blefled  Spirit.  Rom.  v.  5." 

His  perfon  was  tall  and  graceful.  He  had  a  piercing  but 
pleafant  eye;  and  had  that  in  his  afpedfc.  which  indicated 
fomething  uncommonly  great,  and  tended  to  excite  vene- 
ration. To  thofe  who  are  at  all  acquainted  with  his 
writings,  his  intellectual  accomplifhments  need  no  com- 
mendation. Even  Mr.  Anthony  IV tod  partes  an  high  enco- 
mium upon  hi;n,  and,  which  is  very  extraordinary,  upon 
his  ltyle,  which  is  leaft  to  be  admired  of  any  tiling  in  his 
performances*  His  minillerial  qualifications  were  lingular. 
He  could  preach  off  hand  with  as  great  exaclnefs  as  many 
others  upon  the  clofeft  ftudy.  His  fermons,  which  he 
always  delivered  without  notes,  were  often  of  uncommon 
cK  j>th,  especially  at  the  beginning,  but  were  plain  in  the 
je  juel,  and  towards  the  clofe  generally  came  home  with 
great  pungency  to  the  confciences  of  the  hearers.  He  had 
£  »-at  copioufnefs  and  fluency  in  praver.  To  hear  him 
pray  upon  fudden  emergencies  might  have  abated  the  prer 
pollciCon  of  thofe,  who  venture  to  cavil  at  free-prayer. 
He  was  a  perfon  of  remarkable  prudence,  and  laid  great 
ftrefs  upon  it  in  others;  and  was  very  courteous  to  Gran- 
gers, never  thinking  religion  inconfilteut  with  good  breed- 
ing.   He  knew  how  to  addrefs  himfelf  fuitably  to  the 
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greateft  perfons,  without  the  leaft  mixture  of  meanne(s> 
and  yet  could  condefcend  to  the  meaneft.    He  was  very 
affable  to  young  minifters,  and  ever  ready  to  offer  them 
the  kinder!  advice.    He  had  a  truly  great  foul,  and  Teemed 
to  he  born  to  fupport  generous  principles,  a  truly  catholic 
fpirir,  and  an  extenfive  charity  :  And  in  this  refpect,  he 
has  been  compared  to  the  excellent  Alarum  Buccr.  In 
many  cafes  he  discovered  a  remarkable  fagacity,  particu- 
larly in  regard  to  public  affairs  and  political  manoeuvres. 
In  Converfation  he  was  often  very  facetious*    Some  of  his 
fudden  repartees  deferved  to  be  recorded.    Being;  at  dinner 
with  fome  perfons  of  falhion,  a  gentleman  expatiated 
largely  in  praife  of  Charles  I.  and  made  fome  difagreeabfe 
reflections  upon  others.    Mr.  Howe>  obferving  that  he 
mixed  many  horrid  oaths  with  his  difcourie,  told  him, 
that  in  his  humble  opinion  he  had  omitted  one  great  excel- 
lence in  the  character  of  that  prince ;  which,  when  the 
gentleman  had  prefied  him  to  mention  it,  and  waited  with 
impatience  to  hear  it,  he  told  him  it  was  this  :  "  That  he 
was  never  heard  to  fwear  an  oath  in  common  converfation,^' 
The  gentleman  took  the  reproof,  and  promifed  to  break 
off  the  practice.    Another  time  he  pafied  two  perfons  of 
quality,  who  were  talking  with  great  eagernefs,  and  damned 
each  other  repeatedly.    Upon  which,  taking  off  his  hat, 
he  faid  to  them,  "  I  pray  GOD  Javc  you  both;"  for 
which  they  both  gave  him  their  thants.  At  the  time  when 
the  occafional  conformity  bill  was  debated  in  parliament, 
he  pafled  a  noble  lord  in  a  chair  in  St.  jfantes's-Park,  who 
fent  his  footman  to  call  him,  defiring  to  fpeak  with  him 
upon  this  fubject.    In  the  converfation,  fpeaking  of  the 
opponents  of  the  diflcnters,  he  faid,  *  Damn  thefe  wretches, 
for  they  are  mad,  tefr.'  Mr.  fJowe>  who  was  no  ft  ranger  to 
the  nobleman,  exprcfted  great  Satisfaction  in  the  thought 
that  there  is  a  GOD  who  governs  the  world,  who  will 
iinallv  make  retribution  to  all  according  to  their  prefent 
character.  *c  And  he,  my  lord,  (fays  he)  has  declared,  /* 
%uill  make  a  difference  between  him  that  fweareth  and  hint  that 
ftareth  an  oath"   The  nobleman  was  ftruck  with  the  hint, 
and  faid,  *  I  thank  you,  fir.  for  your  freedom  :  I  take 
your  meaning ;  and  /hall  endeavor  to  make  a  good  ufe  of 
it.'  Mr.  Hoive  replied,  **  My  lord,  I  have  more  reafon 
to  thank  your  lord  flu  p  for  (aving  me  the  moft  difficult  part 
of  a  difcourfe,  which  is  the  application." 

His  Works  are,  I.  "  A  Sernvon  on  Man's  Creation  in  an 
holy,  but  mutable  State;  from  Ecclef.  vii.  20."  It  is  to  be 
met  with  in  *  the  Morning  Exercife  methodized/  printed 
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in  1660.  IT.  "  A  Treatife  on  the  BlefTednefs  o*f  the 
Righteous,  from  PfaL  xvii.  15."  being  fermons  preached 
while  he  was  at  1 orrington.  Printed  1668.  III.  44  The 
Vanity  of  this  mortal  Life,  or  of  Man,  confidered  only 
in  this  prefent  mortal  State,  from  PfaL  lxxxix.  47,  48." 
(which  difcourfe  is  ufually  hound  up  with  his  4<  lilefled- 
nefs  of  the  Righteous.")  There  is  an  epiftle  before  this 
fermon  dated  from  Antrim  in  1671.  IV.  44  A  Treatife  of 
delighting  in  GOD.  1674."  V.  44  The  living  Temple 
of  GOD,  oflavo,  1675."  This,  with  its  fecond  part,  pub- 
limed  in  1702,  is  efteemed  his  mafter-piece.  VI.  A  tra<5t 
entitled,  44  The  Reconcileablenefs  of  GOD's  Prefcience 
of  the  Sins  of  Men,  with  the  Wifdom  and  Sincerity  of 
his  Counfels  and  Exhortations,  and  whatever  other  Means 
he  ufes  to  prevent  them,  oclavo,  1677."  VII.  A  pamphlet 
entitled,  46  A  Letter  out  of  the  Country  to  a  Perion  of 
Quality  in  the  City,  who  took  Offence  at  the  late  Sermon 
of  Dr.  Stillingjleet,  Dean  of  St.  Paul's,  before  the  Lord- 
Mayor."  1680.  V  J 1 1 .  *'  Thoughtfulnefs  for  the  Morrow, 
with  an  Appendix,  concerning  the  immoderate  Defire  of 
foreknowing  Thjng?  to  come,  iilavo"  Towfiich  is  added, 
*4  A  Difcourfe  or  Charity,  in  reference  to  other  Mens* 
Sins,  from  1  Cor,  xiii.  6.  1681."  IX.  "  A  Funeral  Ser- 
mon on  the  Death  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Baxter  y  from  2  Ccr. 
v.  8.  168 1. M  X.  44  Of  the  Name  of  GOD  in  Prayer, 
from  jfcrem*  xiv.  21.  otlavo.  1682."  XL  "  A  Difcourfe 
on  Self-Dedication,  duod.  1682."  XI L  "  A  Funeral 
Sermon  on  the  Death  of  Mr.  Richard  Fdirchugh,  from 
Matth.  xxv.  21.  1682."  This  year  he  drew  up  thole 
"  Annotations  on  the  three  Epiilles  of  St.  John"  which 
are  in  the  fecond  volume,  or  continuation  of  Mr.  P02I. 
XIII.  "A  Sermon  upon  Cofojf.  ii.  2.  upon  this  Queftion, 
What  may  moft  hopetully  be  attempted,  to  allay  Animo- 
sities among  Proteftants,  that  our  Divifions  may  not  be 
our  Ruin  r  1683."  He  afterwards  (1701)  wrote  44  Some 
Confideration  ot  a  Preface  to  an  Enquiry  concerning  the 
occadonal  Conformity  of  DifTcntcrs  which  may  ferve  as 
an  appendix  to  this  fermon.  XIV.  44  A  Treatife  on  Luke 
xix.  41,  42.  entitled,  The  Redeemer's  Tears  wept  over 
loft  Souls;  with  an  Appendix  concerning  the  Blafphemy 
againft  the  Holy  Ghoir,  and  how  GOD  is  faid  to  will  the 
Salvation  of  them  that  peri  (h.  1684."  XV.  44  A  Sermon 
from  Job  v.  42.  directing  what  we  are  to  do  after  iiri& 
EnOjUiiy,  whether  or  no  we  truly  love  GOD.  1688." 
XVI.  44  Two  Sermons  on  Rom*  vi.  13.  field  your/thes  to 
GOD.  1680."  XVII.  "  A  Funeral  Sermon  oa  the  Death 
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•f  Mrs.  J.  Hammond.  1689"  XVIII.  "  The  Carnality  of 
Chrillian  Contention,  in  two  Sermons  preached  at  the 
Merchants'  Leclure  in  Broad-Jlreet.  1693."  XIX.  At 
his  hrft  Turn  at  the  new  Lecture  at  Saltcrs-Hall,  "  A 
Sermon  from  Ifa.  lxiv.  7.  1694."  XX.  "  A  calm  and 
fober  Enquiry  concerning  the  Poflibility  of  a  Trinity  m 
the  Godhead,  in  a  Letter  to  a  Perfon  of  worth.  i6y+" 
To  which  were  added,  fome  "  Letters  formerly  written  to 
Dr.  H'allis  on  tl*e  fame  Subject,"  In  the  lame  year  he 
publifhed,  "  A  Letter  to  a  Friend  concerning  <  A  Poft> 
fcript  to  the  Defence  of  Dr.  Shcrlttck's  Notion  of  the  Tri- 
nity in  Unity,'  in  which  his  44  Calm  and  fober  Enquiry** 
was  redeemed  upon."  After  this  came  out  *  Some  Conli- 
derations  on  the  Explications  of  the  Doctrine  of  the  Tri- 
nity, in  a  Letter  to  H.  HS  And  Mr.  Howe  being  con- 
cerned in  it,  he  publilhed  "  A  View  of  thofe  Confidera- 
tlons,  in  a  Letter  to  the  former  Friend.  1695."  XXI.  "  A 
Funeral  Sermon  on  the  Death  of  Mrs.  Ejlhcr  Sampfon ; 
from  Luke  xiii.  16.  1689."  XXJL  "  A  F  uneral  Sermon 
on  the  Death  of  Q.  Mary.  1695."  XXIII.  "  A  Sermon 
preached  on  the  Day  of  Thankfgiving,  Dec.  2,  1697." 
And  another,  "  To  the  Societies  for  Reformation  of 
Manners,  from  Rom.  xiii.  4.  1697."  XXIV.  "  A  Fu- 
neral Sermon  on  the  Death  of  the  Reverend  Richard  Adams, 
A.  M.  1697-8."  XXV.  "  A  Funeral  Sermon  on  the 
Death  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Afatthew  Mead.  1699." 
XXVI.  "A  Funeral  Sermon  on  the  Death  of  John 
Hoghton^  Efq.  concerning  the  Redeemer's  Dominion  over 
the  invifible  World,  and  the  Entrance  thereinto  by  Death, 
1699."  XXVII.  "  On  the  Death  of  the  Reverend  Dr. 
mii'tam  Bates.  1699."  XXVIII.  "  A  Difcourfe  011 
Man's  Enmity  againft  GOD,  and  Reconciliation  between 
GOD  and  Man,  from  Col.  i.  21.  1701."  XX IX.  In 
1 702  he  publilhed  "  A  fecond  Part  of  the  Living  Temple," 
containing  animadverfions  on  Spinc/a,  and  a  French  writer 
pretending  to  confute  him  ;  with  a  recapitulation  of  the 
•  part,  and  an  account  of  the  deftitution  and  reftitution  of 
GOD's  temple  amonglt  men.  XXX.  "  A  Funeral  Ser- 
mon on  the  Death  of  the  Reverend  Peter  Pink,  B.  D. 
1702."  XXXI.  "  A  Sermon  on  CoUJJ.  i.  13.  preached 
on  the  5th  of  Novembtr  1 703."  XXXII.  "  The  lad  .thing 


to  the  expectation  of  future  bleflednefs,  to  which  theie 
was  afterwards  added  "  An  Appendix,"  which  came  out 
in  1705.    Since  his  death  his  Works  have  been  collected 


and  publilhed  in  *wo  volumes,  foils* 
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Befides  the  above,  he  wrote  feveral  "  Prefaces*'  to  the 
works  of  others  ;  as  to  Mr.  Charlton  s  Funeral  Sermon  on 
the  death  of  Mr.  Henry  Neweome  of  Afancbc/ler ; — to  the 
third  volume  of  Dr.  Afantons  Sermons,  by  way  of  dedi- 
cation to  K.  William,  in  1689; — to  Mr.  PlavcFs  Difcourfe 
of  Mental  Errors,  &c.  Several  volumes  of  fermons  (fays 
Mr.  Palmer)  taken  in  fliort-hand  as  they  were  preached, 
have  lincehis  death  been  puhliilied,  t>/£.  two  by  Dr.  Avant 
and  Dr.  Harris,  "  on  the  Spirit's  Influence  on  the 
Church," — and  u  on  Particular  Perfons  :" — Another  by 
Dr.  Evans,  "  on  Family  Religion,"  umo. — and  two 
more  by  Mr.  Fletcher,  "  on  the  Love  of  GOD,"  &c. 
8i«*.  1744. 


WILLIAM  BEVERIDGE,  D.D. 

BISHOP  of  St.  Asaph. 

THIS  excellent  Prelate,  who,  by  his  learning  and 
piety,  was  one  of  the  brighter!  ornaments  to  the 
church  of  England  in  his  time,  was  born  at  Barrow  in 
Leice/ierfblrc,  in  the  year  1638.  He  was  educated  at  St. 
Jahnys-Collegt,  Cambridge,  where  he  applied  with  great 
affiduity  to  the  ftudy  ot  the  oriental  languages,  and  made 
fuch  proficiency  in  this  part  of  learning,  that  at  eighteen 
years  of  age  he  wrote  a  treatife  of  the  excellency  and  ufe 
of  the  oriental  tongues,  efpecially  the  Hebrew,  Chaldee, 
Syr  lac,  Arabic  and  Samaritan,  with  a  Syrlac  Grammar. 
The  3d  of  January,  1660-1,  he  was  ordained  deacon  by 
Robert,  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  and  prieft  the  31ft  of  that 
month,  and  about  the  fame  time  was  prefented  to  the 
vicarage  of  Ealing  in  Aflddlefex,  which  he  refigned  about 
a  year  after,  upon  his  being  chofeit  reclor  of  St.  Peters, 
Cornhlll,  by  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  of  London.  He 
applied  himfelf  to  the  ditcharge  of  his  miniftry,  with  the 
utmoft  zeal  and  afliduity.  He  was  highly  inAructive  in 
his  difcourfes  from  the  pulpit ;  and  his  labors  were  crowned 
with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  he  was  Ailed,  c  The  great  reviver 
and  reftorer  of  primitive  piety.'  Bifhop  Hlnchman,  his 
dioceian,  having  conceived  a  great  eAeem  for  him,  collated 
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him  to  the  prebend  of  Chijwich,  in  the  cathedral  of  St. 
Paufs,  on  the  22d  of  December,  1674;  and  this  bilhop's 
fucceflbr,  Dr.  Compton,  conferred  upon  him  the  archdea- 
conry of  Colchejicr,  on  the  3d  of  November,  168 1.  No- 
vember the  5th,  1684,  he  was  inftalled  prebendary  of  Can- 
terbury, and  about  the  fame  time  was  appointed  chaplain  to 
K.  U'illiam  and  Q.  Mary.  In  1691  he  was  offered,  but 
refufed  to  accept  of,  the  fee  of  Bath  and  IVclls,  vacant  by 
the  deprivation  of  Dr.  Kcnn,  for  not  taking  the  oaths  to 
K.  William  and  Q.  Mary.  But  ibme  time  after  he  ac- 
cepted of  that  of  St.  Ajaph,  and  was  confederated  July  16, 
1704,  Upon  his  advancement  to  the  epifcopal  chair,  he 
wrote  a  moft  pathetic  letter  to  the  clergy  of  his  dioccfe, 
recommending  to  them  "  The  duty  of  catechizing  and  in- 
itru&ing  the  people  committed  to  their  charge  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  chriftian  religion,  to  the  end  they  might 
know  what  they  were  to  believe,  and  do,  in  order  to  lal- 
vation."  And,  to  enable  them,  to  do  this  the  rnorr  effec- 
tually, he  fent  them  a  plain  expofition  upon  the  church 
catechifm.  This  good  Prelate  did  not  enjoy  his  epifcopal 
ftation  above  three  years  and  fome  months,  for  he  died 
March  the  5th,  1707,  in  the  7  ill  year  of  his  age,  and  was 
buried  in  St.  Paul's  cathedral.  He  left  the  greatc.lt  part 
of  his  eftate  to  the  focieties  for  propagating  chriilian 
knowledge.  To  the  curacy  of  Alount  Sorrel,  and  vicarjge 
of  Barrow,  in  the  county  of  Lc'iccjler,  he  bequeathed 
twenty  pounds  a  year,  on  condition  that  prayers  be  read 
morning  and  evening  every  day,  according  to  the  liturgy 
of  the  church  of  England,  in  the  chapel  and  parifli 
church  aforefaid;  with  the  fum  of  forty  (hillings  yearlv, 
to  be  divided  equally  upon  Chrillmas-Eve  among  eigne 
poor  houfe-keepers  or  Barrow,  as  the  miniuer  and  church- 
wardens mould  agree. 

Bidiop  Bevcridge  has  had  a  high  character  given  him 
by  feveral  writers.  The  author  of  a  letter  pubiifhed  in 
the  Guardian,  having  made  an  extract  out  of  the  hifhop's 
rirft  fermon  in  the  fecond  volume  relating  to  the  Deity, 
tells  us,  that  it  may,  for  acutenefs  of  judgement,  ornament 
of  fpeech,  and  true  fublime,  compare  with  any  of  the 
choiceft  writings  of  the  antient  fathers,  or  doctors  of  the 
church,  who  lived  nearcft  to  the  apoftles'  times.  Dr. 
Henry  Felton,  in  his  differtation  on  reading  the  clafiics 
and  forming  a  juft  ftyle,  written  in  the  year  1709,^. 
tells  us,  '  That  our  learned  and  venerable  Himop  hath  de- 
livered himfelf  with  thole  ornaments  alone,  which  his 
fi?bjecl  fuggeilcd  to  him,  and  hath  written  in  that  plain- 
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nefs  and  folemnity  of  ftyle,  that  gravity  and  (Implicit^, 
which  give  authority  to  the  facred  truths  heteacheth,  and 
unanfwerable  evidence  to  the  doctrines  he  defendeth ; 
that  there  is  fomething  fo  great,  primitive,  and  apoilolical 
in  his  writings,  that  it  creates  an  awe  and  veneration  hi 
our  mind.  That  the  importance  of  his  fubjedts  is  above 
the  decoration  of  words,  and  what  is  great  and  majeltrc  in 
itfelf,  looketh  mod  like  itfelf,  the  lefs  it  is  adorned.'  The 
true  fublime  in  the  great  articles  of  our  faith  is  lodged  in 
the  plained  words.  The  divine  Revelations  are  bed  ex- 
preffed  in  the  language  they  were  revealed  in ;  and,  as  f 
ohferved  before  or  the  Scriptures,  they  will  furFer  no  or- 
nament, nor  amendment.'    Thus  Dr.  Ft  It  on* 

Another  writer  gives  this  character  of  our  excellent 
Bifhop.  *  This  great  and  good  Bifhop  had  very  early  ad- 
dicted himfelf  to  piety  and  a  religious  courfe  of  life,  of 
which  his  Private  Thoughts  upon  Religion  will  be  a  lading 
evidence.  They  were  written  in  his  younger  years ;  and 
he  mud,  a  confiderable  time  before  this,  have  devoted 
himfelf  to  fuch  practices,  otherwife  he  could  never  have 
drawn  up  fo  judicious  and  found  a  declaration  of  his  faith, 
nor  have  formed  fuch  excellent  refolutions  fo  agreeable  to 
the  chridian  life  in  all  it's  parts.  Thefe  things  mew  him 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  life  and  power  of  religion  long 
before,  and  that  even  from  a  child  he  knew  the  holy  fctif- 
tures.  And  as  his  piety  was  early,  fo  it  was  very  eminent 
and  confpicuous,  in  all  the  parts  and  ft  at  ions  of  his  life.  As 
he  had  formed  fuch  good  refolutions,  he  made  fuitable  irrr- 
provements  upon  them ;  and  they,  at  length,  grew  up 
into  fuch  fettled  habits,  that  all  his  actions  favored  of  no* 
thing  but  piety  and  religion.  His  holy  example'  was  a 
very  great  ornament  to  our  church  ;  and  he  honored  his 
profeffion  and  function  by  zealoufly  discharging  all  the 
duties  thereof.  How  remarkable  was  his  piety  towards 
GOD  \  What  an  aweful  fenfe  of  the  divine  Majedy  did 
he  always  exprefs  !  How  did  he  delight  in  his  worfhip 
and  fervice,  and  frequent  his  houfe  of  prayer  !  How  great 
was  his  charity  to  men ;  how  earned!  y  was  he  concerned 
for  their  welfare,  as  his  pathetic  addrefTes  to  them  in  his 
difcourfes  plainly  difcover !  How  did  the  chridian  fpirit? 
run  through  all  his  actions,  and  what  a  wonderful  pat- 
tern was  he  of  primitive  purity,  holinefs,  and  devotion  ! 
As  he  was  remarkable  for  his  great  piety  and  zeal  for 
religion,  fo  he  was  highly  to  be  edeemed  for  his  learning, 
which  he  wholly  applied  to  promote  the  kitered  of  his- 
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great  Mafter.  He  was  ohe  of  extenfive  and  almoft  uni- 
verfal  reading  i  He  was  well  (killed  in  trie  oriental  lan- 
guages, and  the  Jew\/h  learning,  as  may  appear  from 
many  of  his  ferrhons  ;  and,  indeed,  he  was  fiimiftied  to 
a  very  eminent  degree  with  all  ufeful  knowledge.  He  was 
very  much  to  be  admired  for  his  readinefs  in  the  fcriptures : 
He  had  made  it  his  bufinefs  to  acquaint  himfelf  thoroughly 
with  thofe  facred  oracles, whereby  he  was  furnijhed  unto  all 
good  works :  He  was  able  to  produce  fuitable  paffages  from 
them  on  all  occafions?  and  was  very  happy  in  explaining 
them  to  others.  Thus  he  improved  his  time  and  his  abi- 
lities in  ferving  GOD  and  doing  good,  till  he  arrived  at  a 
good  old  age,  when  it  pleafed  his  great  Mafter  to  give  him 
reft  from  his  labors,  and  to  aflign  him  a  place  in  thofe  man- 
fions  of  blifs,  .where  he  had  always  laid  up  his  treafure,  and 
to  which  his  heart  had  tycen  all  along  devoted  throughout 
th«  whole  courfe  of  his  life  and  aclions.  He  was  fo  highly 
efteemed  among  all  learned  and  good  men,  that  when  ho 
was  dying,  one  of  the  ctyef  of  his  order  defervedly  faid 
bf  him,  4  There  goes  one  of  the  greateft,  and  one  of  the 
bert  men,  that  ever  Enr /and  bred.' 

The  ledrned  Dr.  Lufton>  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Nelfon, 
dccafioned  by  the  publication  of  bilhop  BuW%  fermons, 
difcourfing  with  great  judgement  concerning  the  moft 
proper  and  ufeful  manner  of  preaching,  in  the  clofe*  ranks 
our  venerable  Prelate  with  St.  Chryjoftom  himfelf  in  thefe 
words :  *  Thofe  therefore  who  are  cenforious  enough  to 
reflect  with  feverity  upon  the  pious  ftrains  which  are  to  be 
found  in  St.  ChryJoftorh>  biftiop  Brjeridge,  or  biftiop  £u!/% 
may  poffibly  be  good  judges  of  an  ode,  or  an  e!Tay;  but 
do  not  feerajo  criticife  jufUy  upon  fermons,  or  to  exprefs 
a  juft  value  for  fpiritual  things.' 

Notwithftanding  thefe  juft  and  candid  opinions,  itmuft 
not  be  concealed,  that  the  enemies  of  the  truths,  which 
this  good  Bifhop  maintained,  or  rather  which  the  church 
of  England  maintains  in  her  articles  and  homilies  (for  the 
Biftiop  held  no  other),  made  a  virulent  attack  upon  his 
writings  foon  after  his  deceafe.  At  that  time,  as  well  as 
at  this,  there  were  people,  who  could  pretend  to  fubTcribef 
the  articles  ex  ammo  for  preferment,  without  believing  a 
word  of  them;  and,  not  fatisfied  with  this  duplicity, 
could  have  the  effrontery  likewife  to  be  v£ry  angry  with 
thofe,  who  confeientioufly  did  believe  and  honeftly  pro- 
fefTed  them.  The  Bifhop  has  been  charged  with  abfur- 
ditifcs  upon  thft  do&rine  of  the  Trinity,  with  downright 
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Calvinifm,  &c. — but,  let  it  be  remembered,  it  was  hf 
Anthrinitarians,  Pelagians,  Soeinians,  and  Arminiani,  who, 
it  mull  be  owned,  are  not  very  fair  judges  upon  the  cafe. 
His  "  Private  Thoughts,"  than  which  we  have  very  tew 
more  excellent  books,  have  beenaparticular  object  of  their 
animadverfion.  One  hundredth  part  of  this  good  man's 
piety,  in  his  adverfaries,  would  have  led  them  to  different 
conclufions,  and  havecauledat  leaft  a  filent  reverence  for 
a  character,  which  very  few  men  of  any  order  are  over- 
difpofed  to  excel.  If  inch  men  as  IVbi/lon,  and  Collins 
his  admirer,  were  to  dictate  the  rules  of  orthodoxy;  we 
can  eafily  guefs  what  would  become  of  all  the  conteflkms 
and  formularies  of  faith,which  are  fupported  by  divine  au- 
thority and  by  divine  grace  witnefTing  their  truth  in  mens 
hearts  and  lives ;  and,  what  fort  of  refpect  might  be  {hewn, 
in  a  very  little  time  afterwards,  to  the  Bible  itlelf :  For 
the  humor  of  impeaching  divine,  as  well  as  political, 
pofitions  knows  no  end,  but  fubverfion  and  anarchy. 
However,  we  have  reafon  to  be  thankful  for  that  gracious 
.promife,  that  the  gates  of  hell  Jhull  not  prevail  againft  the 
church  or  truths  of  GOD,  to  the  end  of  the  world  ;  and, 
therefore,  we  need  not  be  more  deeply  concerned,  than  in 
charity  we  ought  to  be  for  the  felf-deluding  innovators 
themfelves,  concerning  a  matter,  which  has  the  wifdom 
of  GOD  to  conduct,  and  the  power  of  GOD  to  fupporr, 
it  at  all  times. 

Bifhop  Beveridgc  left  many  Works.  Thofe  publifhed 
by  himlelf  are  as  follow  :  "  I.  De  Linguarum  Orienta- 
Hum,  praefertim  Hebraicie,  Chaldaicae,  Syriacx,  Arabics,  s 
&  Samaritanicse,  prxftantia  et  ufu.  Lond,  1658.  II.  In* 
ftitutionum  Chronologicarum  libri  duo,  una  cum  totidem 
arithmetices  chronologies?  libellis.  Lond,  1669.  III. 
2vrS//xor  five  Pandectse  Canonum  S.  S.  apoftolorum  et 
conciliorum  ab  Ecclefia  Graeca  receptorum,  &c,  Oxonii. 
2  vol.  folio,  1672.  IV.  Codex  Canonum  Ecclefiae  Pri- 
mitive vindicatus  &  illuftratus.  Lond.  1679.  ^ •  1  hr 
Church  Catechifm  explained  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Diocefe 
of  St.  Afaph,  Lond,  1704,  4/5,"  reprinted  feveral  trmes 
flnce  in  a  frnall  volume.  Befides  the  above-mentioned 
works  of  this  prelate,  we  have  the  following  publiiheJ 
after  his  death:  VI.  Private  Thoughts  upon  Religion, 
digeftcd  intotwelve  articles,  withPra£ticalRefo!utionstorm- 
ed  thereupon;  written  in  his  younger  years  (when  he  was 
about  twenty- three  years  old)  for  the  fettling  of  his  prin- 
ciples and  conduct  of  life.  Lond,  1709.  VII.  Private 
Thoughts  upon  a  Chriftian  Lite ;  or  neceflary  Directions 
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for  its  beginning  and  progrefs  upon  earth,  in  order  to  its 
final  Perfection  in  the  Beatific  Virion.  London.  1709. 
VIII.  The  great  Neceflity  and  Advantage  of  public 
Prayer  and  frequent  Communion.  Defigned  to  revive 
primitive  Piety  ;  with  Meditations,  Ejaculations,  and 
Prayers,  before,  at,  and  after  the  Sacrament.  London, 
1710.  Thefe  have  been  reprinted  feveral  times  in  4/0 
and  I2OT0.  IX.  One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Sermons  and 
Difcourfes  on  feveral  Subjects.  London,  1708,  bfc.  in 
twelve  vols.  Svo.  Reprinted  at  London,  1719,  in  two 
vols,  foh  X.  Thefaurus  Tbeologicus  ;  or,  A  complete  Syf- 
tem  of  Divinity,  fummed  up  in  brief  Notes  upon  felecl: 
Places  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament ;  wherein  the 
Sacred  Text  is  reduced  under  proper  Heads,  explained 
and  illuftrated  with  the  Opinions  and  Authorities  of  the 
antient  Fathers,  Councils,  &c,  London,  171 1,  four  vols. 
%vo.  XI.  A  Defence  of  the  Book  of  Pfalms,  collected 
into  Englijh  metre,  by  Thomas  Sternboldy  John  Hopkins, 
and  others,  with  critical  Obfervations  on  the  New 
Verfion  compared  with  the  Old.  London,  17 10,  Svo* 
In  this  Book  lie  gives  the  Old  Verfion  the  preference  to 
the  New.  XII.  Expofitionof  the  Thirty-Nine  Articles, 
London,  1710,  1716,  foL 


THOMAS  DOOLITTLE. 

■ 

THOMAS  DOOLITTLE  was  born  at  K'idderminftcr 
in  Worccjlerjhlre,  in  the  year  1630.  He  early  dif- 
covercd  an  inclination  to  learning,  and,  at  a  proper  age, 
was  fent  to  Cambridge,  and  admitted  into  Pembroke  Hall. 
Here  he  bent  his  rtudics  for  the  mini/try,  in  which  he 
had  Mr.  Baxter's  encouragement.  Whilft  at  fchool  at 
Kiddcrm'infter,  he  heard  Mr.  Baxter  preach  thofe  fermons, 
which  were  afterwards  printed  in  his  book  of  The  Saints 
Reft  :  Some  of  which  difcourfes  were  blefled  of  GOD  to 
his  converfion,  which  was  the  ground  of  that  peculiar 
efte^m  and  affe&ion  which  he  would  often  exprefs  for  that 
holy  man,  whom  GOD  had  made  his  fpiritual  father. 
Some  of  his  friends  would  have  had  him  brought  up  to  the 
Jaw,  and  he  was  actually  put  upon  trial  to  an  attorney  in 
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fhe  country*  with  whom  he  did  not  ftay  long,  as  provi* 
jflence  had  defigned  him  to  other  work.  Being  fet  to  copy 
out  fon)e  writings  on  the  LordVday,  he  obeyed  his  matter 
with  great  relq&ance ;  and  the  next  day  went  home  to  his 
father,  and  complained  of  the  wound  it  had  made  in  his 
fpirit ;  adding,  that  he  could  no  more  think  of  returning 
to  his  place,  or  of  applying  himfelf  to  any  thing  elfe,  as 
the  bufinefs  of  h]s  life,  out  ferving  Cbrifl  in  the  work  of 
the  gofpel. 

1  hus  he  went  to  the  univerfity  under  the  privilege  and 
blefling  of  a  tender  confidence,  and  a  heart  betimes  fet 
right  with  GOD ;  by  which  he  was  an  experienced  chrif- 
tian,  before  he  was  a  minifler  ;  and,  as  he  improved  in, 
learning,  he  grew  alfo  in  grace,  which  qualified  and  dif- 
pofed  him  to  lay  out  all  his  other  attainments  to  the  ho- 
nor of  his  Lord.  Having  ftaid  in  the  univerfity  till  he  had 
taken  his  degree  of  matter  of  arts,  he  left  Cambridge,  and 
came  to  London,  where  he  was  foon  taken  notice  of  for 
his  warm  and  affectionate  preaching.  The  parifh  of  Sti 
Alphage,  by  London-Wall,  being  at  that  time  without  a 
minifler,  feveral  preached  as  candidates  for  the  place ;  but 
the  inhabitants,  upon  hearing  Mr.  DooiittU,  centered  in 
him,  and  gave  him  a  call  to  be  their  pattpr.  He  has  been; 
heard  to  fpeak  of  the  great  concern  he  was  under  upon  this 
occafion,  in  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  weight  of  tbe  work,  and 
from  the  confederation  of  his  youth ;  but  having  prayed 
earneftly  to  GOD,  and  advifed  with  his  friends,  he  accepted 
of  the  call  given  him,  and  applied  himfelf  with  all  his 
might  to  his  work,  and  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  with 
him ;  fb  that  to  old  age,  on  proper  occafions,  he  was  wont 
to  remember  with  thank fulnefs  the  divine  power  t.fyat  at- 
tended his  miniftrations,  at  his  firft  fetting  out.  Some 
time  after  h/is  fettlement  here,  he  married  a  very  prudent 
and  pious  gentlewoman,  whom  he  found  every  wav  fuit- 
n|>le,  and  a  great  help  to  hirn>  efpecially  in  the  perfecuting 
times.  He  continued  a  faithful  laborer  in  this  place  nine 
years,  viz*  till  the  fad  Bartbolomnu-foy,  1662,  when  he,  and\ 
about  two  thoufand  of  his  brethren,  were  lilenccd  for 
nonconformity.  Before  the  acl  took  place,  Mr.  Doolntli 
carefully  ftudied  the  terms  required,  and  prayed  to  GOD 
for  light ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  thought  it  his  duty  to  be 
a  npnconforniift,  and  refolved  accordingJv,  though  he 
had  now  tjiree  children  and  a  growing  family.  From  St. 
/iiphagc  he  went  into  Afoorfields,  where  he  opened  his  houfe 
for  boarders,  and  had  fo  many  defirous  to  have  their  chil- 
dren with  him  fur  iuttruclion,  that  he  was  conttrained  to 
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hire  a  larger  houfe  in  Bunbill-Fields,  where  he  continued  to 
the  time  of  the  great  plague ;  when  he  removed  to  fVood- 
ford-Bridrey  by  Epping-Foreft ;  leaving  the  reverend  Mr. 
Thomas  Vincent  in  his  houfe,  who  was  of  great  ufe  to  many 
in  the  general  calamity.  This  village  was  a  Zoar  to  him, 
where  he  continued  in  fafety,  while  the  plague  was  raging, 
and  making  fuel)  dreadful  havoc  in  the  city.  And  though 
many  reforted  to  his  houfe  for  the  worfhip  of  GOD,  he 
had  not  one  fick  of  his  numerons  family,  confirming  at  that 
time  of  more  than  thirty.  .Here  he  wrote  an  addrefs  to 
his  friends  in  London,  entitled,  "  A  Spiritual  Antidote  in 
dying  Times." 

After  the  ficknefs,  he  returned  to  his  houfe,  and  the 
next  year  faw  with  forrow  the  city  in  flames,  by  which 
moft  of  the  churches  were  laid  in  afhes.    This  and  the 
former  judgement  were  very  awful,  and  when  the  voice  of 
the  Lord  cried  fo  loudly  to  the  city  and  nation,  he  thought 
it  no  time  for  minifters  to  be  filent.  Though  forbidden  to 
preach  by  the  Acl  of  Uniformity,  he  could  not  take  that ' 
for  a  difcharge  from  the  work  ana  office  of  the  miniftry,  to 
which  he  believed  himfelf  fplemnly  feparated,  according  to 
the  rules  of  the  word.    Zeal  for  GOD,  and  companion 
to  fouls?  led  him  to  fet  up  a  meeting-houfe,  firft,  near  his 
dwelling  in  Bunhill- Fields;  and  when  that  proved  too  ftrait, 
and  the  city  began  to  be  rebuilt,  he  took  a  piece  of  ground, 
and  erected  a  large  and  commodious  place  of  worfliip  in 
Afugixull- S?reet>  near  Cripplcratc*    Here  he  preached  to  a 
numerous  auditory,  and  had  many  feals  to  his  miniflry. 
Among  others,  there  was  one  that  was  wont  to  rail  againft 
him,  and  abule  his  wife,  who  was  a  pious  woman,  for 
going  to  hear  him.    This  poor  creature,  on  a  Lord's- 
day,  told  his  wife,  he  had  a  mind  for  once,  to  go  with  her 
himfelf,  and  hear  the  minifter  of  whom  fhe  had  talked  fo 
much.    She  anfwered,  if  he  would,  he  would  never  fpeak 
againft  him  more.    And  fo  it  proved ;  for,  while  he  was 
hearing,  the  Spirit  of  GOD,  which,  like  the  wind,  bloweth 
where  it  lifleth,  fo  effectually  applied  what  was  fakl  to  his 
heart,  that  from  that  time  he  became  a  new  man  and  fe- 
rious  chriilian,  and  held  it  to  the  laft ;  adoring  the  grace 
of  GOD,  which,  by  Mr.  Dec  lit  tic's  miniftry,  had  plucked 
him  as  a  brand  from  the  burning.  The  reft  of  his  brethren, 
who  about  the  fame  time  left  their  retirements,  and  en- 
tered with  more  freedom  on  the  exercife  of  their  miniftry, 
Were  witnefles  to  the  like  fuccefs.    With  reference  to  this, 
a  p  eat  and  effctlual  door  was  opened  to  them,  which  ex- 
cited the  rage  of  many  adverfaries,  who  would  not  fuffer 
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them  long  to  go  on,  in  fuch  work  as  this,  without  diftur- 
bance.    The  then  Lord-Mayor,  underttanding  what  was 
defigned  againft  them,  privately  fent  for  Mr.  Dosi'tttU  and 
Mr.  Vinccnty  engaging  his  word  of  honor  that  they  mould 
not  he  detained.    W  hen  they  waited  upon  his  lordfhip,  ho 
endeavored  to  difluade  them  from  preaching,  intimating 
the  danger  they  might  otherwife  be  in.    But  they  told  his 
Jordhhip,  they  were  lat  istied  of  their  right  and  call  to  preach 
the  gofpe!,  and  therefore  could  not  promife  to  defift  ;  and 
in  the  way  of  their  duty  they  could  truft  providence  with 
their  perfons  and  concerns.    Upon  which,  as  had  been 
promilrd,  they  were  difmifTed.    The  Saturday  following, 
a  meftengcr  of  the  king's,  with  a  company  of  the  tram 
bands,  came  about  midnight  to  feize  Mr.  DooiutU  in  his 
houfe;  but,  while  they  were  breaking  open  the  door,  lie 
got  over  the  wall  to.  a  neighbour's  houfe,  and  fo  efcaped. 
After  they  had  fearched  in  vain,  and  were  gone,  he  re- 
turned in  the  morning,  purpofing  to  preach.    But  a  gen- 
tleman belonging  to  Mr.  lr'atjon9  hearing  of  what  had 
been  done,  came  early  to  fee  him,  and  gave  an  account 
that  the  like  fearch  had  been  made  after  Mr.  Watfon  and 
Mr.  V meant*  who  therefore  thought  it  not  proper  to  preach, 
and  advifed  him  to  dellft  alio,  as  it  looked  as  if  there  was 
lome  deilgn  again  ft  them  in  particular.    Mr.  Dcouttlc  had 
one  who  readily  undertook  to  preach  for  him,  by  which 
means  he  was  prefe.  ved  that  day  ;  for  when  the  miniiler 
was  in  his  fcrmon,  a  company  of  foldiers  came  into  the 
place,  and  the  officer  that  led  them,  cried  aloud  to  the  mi- 
niiler,  «  I  command  you  in  the  king's  name,  to  come 
down.*    The  minitler  anfwered,  f  1  command  you,  in  tlie 
name  of  the  King  of  kings,  not  to  difturb  his  worfhip, 
but  lei  me  go  on.     Upon  which  the  officer  bad  his  men 
fire.    The  minitter  undaunted  clapt  his  hand  upon  his 
breaft,  and  laid,  4  Shoot,  if  you  pleafe,  you  can  only  kill 
the  bodv,  and  after  that  can  do  no  more.'    Upon  which, 
the  people  being  all  in  an  uproar,  and  the  aflembly  break- 
ing up,  the  miniiler  got  away  in  the  croud,  unobferved, 
and  without  hurt. 

After  this,  Mr.  Dad\iilc  was  obliged  to  be  abfent  from 
his  dwelling-houfe  for  fevt  ral  weeks,  as  guards  were  let 
before  the  meet ing-houfe,  to  prevent  thewodhip  of  GOL> 
there;  and  at  length  the  juftices  came,  and  had  tin-  pulpit 
puii<  d  down,  and  the  doors  fattened,  with  the  king's  broad 
ariow  fet  u;»on  them.  Upon  the  licence  granted  by  K. 
Ct;<tn\iSj  in  1672,  he  rcfumed  his  place  and  work  a*  a 
preacher,  and,  moreover,  taking  a  large  houfe  at  IJlingtcr^ 
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fet  up  an  academy,  and  as  a  tutor  fitted  feveral  young  men 
for  the  miniitrv  ;'  among  whom  his  own  fon  was  one,  the 
late  reverend  Mr.  Samuel  Doolittle,  who  was  many  years 
pallor  of  a  congregation  at  Reading  in  Berk/hire.  When  K. 
Charles* $  licence  was  recalled,  and  the  act  came  out,  driving 
diilenting  minifters  five  miles  from  a  corporation,  Mr. 
DoolittL  broke  up  houfe-keeping,  and  went  with  his  family 
to  board  at  IVimbleton.  Several  of  his  pupils  went  with 
him,  lodging  themfclves  in  neighboring  houfes,  from 
whence  they  went  to  him  at  appointed  hours,  to  be  in- 
truded. After  this  he  removed  to  Batter  fea,  where  his 
goods  were  feized  and  fold  :  And  not  only  here,  but  in 
other  places,  his  houfe  was  rifled,  and  his  perfon  often  in 
danger;  but  providence  frill  favored  his  efcape,  fo  that  he 
was  never  imprifoned.  At  length  the  toleration  gave  him 
an  opportunity  of  returning  to  his  old  place  and  people  in 
Alugwell- Street ;  where  he  continued,  as  long  as  he  lived,  a 
faithful  preacher  and  paflor,  watching  for  fouls,  as  one 
that  muft  give  an  account.  Befides  his  preaching  twice 
every  Lord's  day,  he  had  alfo  a  weekly  lecture  on 
Wednefdayu  He  alfo  printed  many  practical  books,  by 
which,  being  dead,  he  yet  fpcaketh.  He  had  a  great  felicity 
and  delight  in  catechizing,  and  urged  miniflers  to  it,  as  of 
fpecial  tendency  to  propagate  knowledge,  eftablifh  pcrfons 
in  the  truth,  and  prepare  them  to  read  and  hear  fermons 
with  greater  advantage. 

In  1692  his  wife  died,  who  was  truly  the  defire  of  his 
eyes,  and  the  moll  agreeable  companion  of  his  life  for 
thirty-nine  years.  He  had  by  her  three  fons,  and  fix 
daughters.  The  lofs  of  his  affectionate  wife  made  a 
very  deep  impreffion  upon  his  fpirits,  which  occa- 
fioned  his  preaching  and  printing  thofe  difcourfes  which 
he  called,  "  The  Mourner's  Directory."  In  his  lat- 
ter years  he  was  greatly  afflicted  with  the  Acne,  a'>.d 
by  that  and  other  dijtempeis,  more  than  once  brought, 
to  appearance,  very  near  t]ie  grave  ;  but,  on  his  people's 
meeting  in  prayer  tor  him,  he  was  wonderfully  reilored, 
and  longer  fpared  on  this  fide  heaven,  as  a  happy  inlt ru- 
men t  to  help  others  thither. 

When  thus  delivered,  ho  was  full  of  care  to  anfwer  the 
purpofcj)  of  grace  in  prolonging  his  day,  under  the  quick- 
ening apprehenfion  that  it  mull  have  an  end.  With  this 
thought  he  did  what  his  hand  found  to  do,  with  all  his 
might,  as  one  waiting  for  his  Lord,  and  willing  and  de- 
firous  to  be  found  amongit  thofe  iervauts,  who  fhall  be 
ble/Ted  by  him  at  his  coming.    Upon  his  recovery  from 
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a  fore  fit  of  the  (lone,  in  which  his  life  was  in  danger, 
he  thus  Writes  to  his  people  in  the  epiftle  before  the 
Mourner's  Directory.  *€  I  am  fenfible  I  have  but  a  little 
% ime  to  tarry  with  you ;  in  the  grave,  whither  I  am  going, 
I  can  neither  preach  nor  catechize,  nor  do  any  thing  for 
myfelf  or  you  ;  the  daily  thoughts  whereof  are  fpurs  and 
goads  to  me  to  put  on  and  haften  to  do  all  I  can  while  I 
am  with  you,  O  that  I  could  preach  every  fermon  as  a 
dying  man,  and  fo  near  unto  eternity  !  O  that  you  may 
hear  as  thofe  that  ftand  upon  the  brink  of  the  grave,  and 
borders  of  an  eternal  world,  not  knowing  which  of 
you  may  pafs  out  of  time  into  an  everlafting  ft  ate  before 
you  may  have  an  opportunity  to  hear  again  !  That  you 
and  I  may  mind  and  pracWe,  what  is  preached  and  heard, 
according  %o  GOD's  word.  With  blufliing  I  do  acknow- 
ledge my  inability  for  fuch  great  work  ;  but  though  1  have 
bat  halt  a  talent,  the  Lord  knows  I  dp  defire  to  ufe  it 
and  improve  it  for  his  glory,  and  the  advantage  of  im- 
mortal fouls  that  fhortly  muft  be  damned  or  fayed,  and 
that  my  endeavours  may  be  fo  watered  with  the  blefling 
of  GOD,  (who  can  work  by  whom  he  will)  that  they 
may  iffue  in  the  conviction,  converfion  and  fandti  neat  ion 
of  the  hearers^  that  they  may  be  faved,  and  not  damned, 
and  the  account  may  be  given  by  me  and  them  with  joy, 
and  not  with  grief.'  Though  he  entered  betimes  into  the 
way  as  a  christian,  and  into  Chrljt s  vineyard  as  a  minifter, 
he  held  on  in  both  without  fainting,  even  to  the  feventy- 
feventh  year  of  his  age,  and  the  rlfty-third  of  his  miniftry. 
A  life  prolonged  to  unufefumefs,  he  would  fometimes 
mention  as  the  greateft  trial  he  feared ;  but  GOD  was 
gracious  to  him,  and  prevented  his  being  put  to  that 
frial ;  for  he  was  capable  of  fervice  to  his  laft  week,  and 
the  very  LordVday  before  his  death  he  preached  and  cate- 
chized with  great  vigor.  The  fubjedr.  of  his  laft  fermon 
was,  I  John  v.  4.  And  this  is  the  viclory  that  over come th 
the  world,  even  our  faith.  By  this  faith  he  had  lived,  and 
from  the  fame  principle,  looking  unto  Jcfus,  he  was  enabled 
in  a  becoming  manner  to  die. 

The  time  of  his  ficknefs  was  fhort,  being  confined  but 
two  days  to  his  bed,  during  which  the  phyikians  thought 
it  neceffary  to  keep  him  for  the  mo  ft  part  dozing  ;  fo  that 
he  could  not  fav  much  to  thofe  about  him.  But,  in  the 
valley  of  the  inadow  of  death,  he  had  GOD's  gracious 
prefence  with  him,  and  fo  much  fenfe  of  it  as  proved  a 
powerful  curdial  to  his  iupport,  when  ficfli  and  heart  were 
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ready  to  fail.  Being  defired  by  his  fon,  when  he  lay 
fpeechlefs,  to  fignify  if  he  had  inward  peace  and  fatif- 
tact  ion,  as  to  his  eternal  ftate,  by  lifting  up  his  hand ;  he 
readily  lifted  up  his  hand,  and  foon  after  fell  afleep,  May 
24,  1707,  the  laft  of  the  London  minifters  ejected  by  the 
a6fc  of  uniformity.  His  body  was  carried  to  the  burying 
place  in  Bunhill- Fields  y  followed  by  a  numerous  train  of 
true  mourners. 

The  next  LordVfiay  after  the  interment,  his  funeral 
fermon  was  preached  by  Dr.  Williams  from  2  Cor,  i.  12. 
For  our  rejoicing  is  thisy  the  teflimony  of  our  confciencey  that 
in  ftmplicity  and  godly  fincerityy  not  with  fiejhly  wifdom,  but 
by  the  grace  of  GODy  we  have  had  our  converfation  in  the 
world.  This  character,  faid  the  doftor,  belonged  as  much 
to,  and  was  exemplified  as  plainly  in  our  worthy  brother 
deceafed,  as  in  moil.  Thus  whilft  in  the  world  he  evi- 
denced that  he  was  not  of  it,  and  fpent  his  life  and 
(abors  in  preparing  himfelf  and  others  for  a  better,  to 
which  he  is  now  gone.  Minifters,  even  the  moft  holy 
and  ufeful,  mull  $\ty  as  well  as  others.  All  Jle/h  is  grafsf 
and  all  the  glory  of  man  as  the  Jlower  of  grajs.  The  graft 
witherethy  and  the  flower  thereof  falleth  awayy  but  the  word 
$f  the  Lord  endureth  for  ever ;  and  this  is  the  word  which 
ly  the  gofpel  is  preached  unto  you. 

His  Works.  *«  I.  A  Sermon  concerning  Aflurance; 
in  the  Morning  Exercife  at  Crhplegate,  4/0.  1661  •  II.  A 
Spiritual  Antidote  againft  finful  Contagion  (a  Cordial  for 
Believers, with  a  Corrofive  for  theWicked)  in  dying  Times, 
ivo,  1665.  III.  ATreatife  concerning  the  Lord's  Supper. 
i2mo.  1665.  IV.  Directions  how  to  live  after  a  wafting 
Plague.  8^0.1666.  V.  A  Rebuke  for  Sin,  byGOD's  burn- 
ing Anger.  Svo,  1667.  VI.  The  yo.ung  Man's  Inftru&or, 
and  the  old  Man's  Remembrancer.  %vo,  1673.  VII. 
Captives  bound  in  Chains,  made  free  by  Chrijl  their 
Surety  :  Or,  The  Mifery  of  gracelefs  Sinners,  and  their 
Recovery  by  Chrifl  their  Saviour.  %vo,  1674.  VIII.  A 
Sermon  concerning  Prayer ;  in  the  Supplement  to  the 
Aborning  Exercife.  1674.  IX.  The  Novelty  of  Popery  : 
A  Sermon  in  the  Morning  Exercife  againft  Popery.  4/?. 
167^."  X.  The  Lord's  laft  Sufferings  fhewed  in  the 
Lord's  §upper.  iimo,  1682.  XI.  A  Call  to  delaying 
Sinner?,  iimo*  1683.  XII.  A  Sermon  of  eyeing  Eternity 
in  all  we  do ;  in  ;he  Continuation  of  the  Morning  Ex- 
ercife. 4/9.  1683.  'XIII.  A  Scheme  of  the  Principles  of 
the  Chriftian  Religion.  %vc,  1688.    XIV.  The  Swearer 
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filenced  :  Or,  The  Evil  and  Danger  of  prophane  Swearing 
and  Perjury  demonstrated,  nmo.  1689.  XV.  ^ove  to 
Chrljl  necefTary  to  efcape  the  Curfe  at  his  coming,  Svo, 
1693.  XVI.  Earthquakes  explained,  and  pradically  im- 
proved. %vq.  1693.  XVII.  The  Mourner's  Directory, 
8t/ff.  1693.  XV  III.  A  plain  Method  of  Catechifing.  8t'o, 
1698.  XIX.  The  Saints  Convoy  to,  and  Manfions  in 
Heaven.  §vo.  1698.  XX.  A  Complete  Body  of  Prac? 
tical  Divinity;  heing  a  new  Improvement  of  the  Af« 
femb.ly's  Catechifm.  foU  1723." 
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HERMAN    WITSIUS,    D.  D. 

THE  celebrated  Dr.  Alarck  of  Leyden,  in  his  Latin 
oration  delivered  at  the  interment  of  Witjius,  gave 
the  moft  full  account  of  his  life ;  from  which  account  the 
following  memoir  is  chiefly  extracted. 

This  excellent  Man  of  GOD  and  of  true  fcience  was 
horn  at  Encbuyfen  in  IVcJi  Friefland,  on  the  12th  of  Fe- 
hr*iar*>  1636,  of  religious  parents,  who  devoted  him  to 
(  tOI)  even  from  before  his  birth.  He  was  named  Herman^ 
from  his  mother's  father,  who  was  a  mod  pious  miniiler 
at  that  place  for  above  thirty  years.  He  came  (as  it  is 
called)  before  his  time  ;  and  this  premature  birth  had  well 
nigh  coft  both  mother  and  fori  their  lives.  In  confe- 
quenee  of  this,  he  was,  when  born,  fo  uncommonly  fmali 
and  weaklv,  that  the  midwife,  and  other  women  prefent, 
concluded  "he  muft  die  in  a  few  hours.  But,  herein,  GOD 
difappointed  their  tears,  and  (for  what  can  make  void  his 
purpofes  r)  raifed  this  puny  infant,  afterwards,  into  a  very 
great  man  (not  in  body,  for  he  was  always  fpare  and 
thin)  :  A  man  of  vaft  intellectual  abilities,  brightened  and 
improved  bv  deep  ftudy,  and  whole  fame  diilufed  itfelf 
throughout  the  whole  chriitian  world,  by  his  uteful,  nu- 
merous, and  learned  labors. 

His  parents,  after  this  danger,  took  particular  care  of 
his  education,  and  were  obliged  to  be  extremely  tender  of 
his  health.  Above  all,  they  endeavored  (and  their  en- 
deavors were  crowned  with  (uccefs  equal  to  their  largefr. 
wifhr-s)  to  brine  him  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  tha 
Lord:  Teaching  him,  e'er  he  could  fpeak  diilmctly,  to 
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l*fp  out  the  praifes  of  GOD,  and  unfold  his  wants  in 
prayer  before  the  throne  of  grace,  in  the  Hxth  year  of 
his  age,  he  was  entered  at  the  public  fchool  of  his  native 
town,  to  learn  the  rudiments  of  Latin.  There  he  con- 
tinued three  years  ;  at  the  end  of  which  fpace,  his  mo- 
ther's brother,  the  learned  Peter  Gerhard,  took  him  to 
his  own  houfe,  and  under  his  own  immediate  tuition. 

Under  the  care  of  his  good  uncle,  fVaJtus  made  fo  rapid 
a  progrefs  in  learning,  that,  before  he  was  fifteen  years 
old,  he  could  not  only  fpeak  and  write  the  Latin  language 
correclly,  and  with  fome  degree  of  fluency;  hut  could 
alio  readily  interpret  the  books  of  the  Greek  Teltament, 
and  the  orations  of  Ifocrates,  and  render  the  Hebrew  com* 
mentaries  of  Samuel  into  Latin  :  At  the  fame  time  giving 
the  etymology  of  the  original  words,  and  afligning  the 
reafons  of  the  variations  of  the  pointing  grammatically. 
He  had,  likewife,  now,  acquired  fome  knowledge  of  philo- 
sophy ;  and  had  fo  far  made  himfelf  matter  of  logic,  that, 
when  he  was  removed  to  the  univerfity,  he  needed  no 
preceptor  to  inltrucl  him  in  that  art.  He  learned  alfo, 
while  he  continued  with  his  uncle,  IValttiiiS  and  Burger  f- 
dicius*  Compendiums  of  Ethics  :  Which  latter  author  he 
plied  fo  diligently,  that  he  could  at  any  time  repeat  by- 
heart  the  quotations  cited  bv  him  from  any  of  the  antient 
writers,  whether  Greek  or  tatin.  He  acquainted  himfelf, 
too,  with  the  elements  of  natural  philofophy  and  meta- 
phyfics;  and,  as  his  uncle  always  kept  him'ufefully  em- 
ployed, he  was  likewife  matter,  and  that  almoit  by  heart, 
of  IVindeliris  Compendium  of  Theology  :  The  good  man 
deeming  it  an  eflential  and  fpecial  part  ot  his  duty  to  make 
his  nephew,  from  his  earlieft  youth,  intimately' verfed  in 
matters  of  divinity. 

His  uncle  himfelf  had,  from  his  own  childhood,  been 
inured  to  fanclify  the  ordinary  a&iions  and  offices  of  life, 
by  lending  up  ejaculatory  afpirations  to  GOD,  fuitable  to 
the  bufinefs  he  was  about ;  in  order  to  which,  he  had 
made  his  memory  the  llore-houfe  of  fome  more  eminently 
ufeful  and  familiar  texts  of  fcripture,  both  of  the  Old 
and  New  Teftament,  which  related  or  might  be  accom- 
modated to  every  part  of  common  life;  fo  that,  when  he 
lay  down,  rofe  up,  drcfled,  wafhed,  walked  abroad,  ftu- 
died,  or  did  any  thing  elfe,  he  could  repeat  appofite  paf* 
fages  from  the  holy  fcriptures  in  their  original  languages 
of  either  Hebrew  or  Greek  ;  thereby,  in  a  very  eminent 
manner,  acknowledging  GOD  in  all  his  ways,  and  doing 
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whatfoever  he  did  to  his  glory.  '  This  fame  excellent 
practice  he  recommended  to  his  nephew ;  which  had  fo 
happy  an  effect,  that  very  many  portions,  hoth  of  the 
Hebrew  Bible  and  Greek  Teftament,  were,  in  his  youth  j 
fo  deeply  imprefled  on  Witjtufs  memory,  that,  even  in 
his  old  age,  he  never  forgot  them,  ( 

From  his  uncle's  care  he  was  removed  to  Utrecht.  What 
chiefly  recommended  this  place  to  him,  were  the  ad- 
vantages he  hoped  to  gain  from  the  lectures  and  conver- 
fation  of  thofe  very  famous  divines,  who,  at  that  time* 
floriftied  there;  efpecially  Maatjtus,  Hoornbcek,  and  Gijbert 
Voetiuu  Hither,  therefore,  he  came,  A.  D.  1 651,  and 
in  the  fifteenth  year  6f  his  age.  But,  juft  before  he 
reached  Utrecht,  Maatjtus  was  gathered  to  his  fathers  ;  fo 
that,  on  his  arrival,  he  had  only  the  melancholy  fatisfacYron 
of  hearing  the  great  Hoornbcek  pronounce  the  funeral 
oration  over  his  much-loved  friend  and  colleague.  Her^ 
he  went  through  a  prodigious  courfe  of  oriental  learning  $ 
and  he,  very  early,  gave  a  fpecimen  of  his  great  proficiency 
in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  by  compofing  a  moll  elegant  and 
mafterly  oration  in  that  language,  De  MeJJia  Judaorum 
&  Chriftianorum  ;  which,  at  the  requeft  of  his  matter 
Leufden,  he  pronounced,  with  great  applaufe,  before  the 
univerfity,  A.  D.  1654,  and  in  the  eighteenth  year  of 
his  age.  Though  he  was  thus  devoted  to  matters  ot  litera- 
ture, he,  neverthelefs,  fet  apart  the  greater  portion  of  his  time 
for  the  ftudy  of  divinity  ;  to  which,  as  he  rightly  judged, 
the  others  were  to  a6t  in  fubferviency.  In  order  to  pro- 
ceed properly  in  this  greateft  and  beft  of  fciences,  he  put 
himfelf  under  the  guidance  of  fuch  theological  profeffors 
as  were  moft  eminent  for  profound  learning  and  the  ex- 
acted (kill  in  the  facred  volumes.  Thefe  were  Gijbert 
Ppetiusy  John  Hoornbeek,  Walter  Bruinius  and  Andrew 
Ejjeniuu  About  this  time,  he  had  a  great  defire  of  re- 
pairing to  Groninren;  chiefly  with  a  view  to  fee  and  hear 
the  celebrated  Afarejtusy  then  profeflbr  of  divinity  irf 
that  univerfity.  Hither,  therefore,  he  repaired,  towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  year  1654.  Being  arrived,  he 
devoted  himfelf  entirely  to  divinity,  under  the  fole  guid- 
ance of  Marefiui ;  and  entered  on  the  exercifes  previous  to 
preaching.  Thefe  he  performed  in  the  French  tongue  ;  and 
acquitted  himfelf  entirely  to  the  fatisfadion  of  his  tutor. 
Having  fpent  a  year  at  Groninfen>  and  obtained  ample 
testimonials,  of  his  good  behavior  and  great  abilities  from' 
the  college  of  divines ;  he  determined  for  Leyden  :  But, 
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having  received  Information  that  the  plague  was  making 
great  havoc  in  that  city,  he  changed  his  mind,  and  re- 
folved  to  rev i fit  Utrecht ,  that  he  might  there  perfect  him- 
felf  in  divinity. 

On  his  return  to  Vtrecht,  he  not  only,  as  formerly,  at- 
tended all  the  divinity  lectures,  both  public  and  private,  r> 
of  the  feveral  profeUors ;  but  entered  into  a  fhi£  and  * 
thorough  intimacy  with  that  very  excellent  divine, 
fiogacrdtius;  than  whom,  Wltjius  was  of  opinion,  a  greater 
man  never  lived.  From  his  lectures,  converfation,  ex- 
ample,, and  prayers,  through  the  grace  of  the  Divine  Spi- 
rit, /fitfius  was  enlightened  into  the  myfteries  of  the 
Redeemer's  kingdom,  and  led  into  the  comfortable,  heart- 
felt enjoyment  of  inward,  fpiritual,  and  experimental ' 
chriftianity.  Through  his  means,  he  firft  learned  how 
widely  different  that  knowledge  of  divine  things  is,  which 
flows  from  mere  learning,  ftudy,  and  acquiution ;  from 
that  fublime  and  heaven-taught  wifdom,  which  is  the  refult 
of  fellowftiip  with  Chr  'ift  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  and  which, 
through  his  own  powerful  irtfluences  on  the  hearts  of  his 
eleel,  glorioufly  conforms  the  believing  foul  more  and 
more  to  the  bleffed  image  of  its  Divine  Saviour. 

fVitfius  always  humbly  and  thankfully  acknowledged, 
that  Bogaerdtius  was  the  inftrument  GOD  made  ufe  o£ 
to  lead  him  into  the  innermoft  temple  of  holy  love  and 
gracious  experience  ;  whereas,  'till  then,  he  flood  only  in. 
the  outer  Court :  But,  from  thenceforward,  difclaiming  alt 
vain  wifdom  and  felf-dependence,  he  was  happily  brought 
to  fit  down  at  the  feet  of  Jefus,  fimply  to  learn  the  myUe- 
ries  of  his  grace  from  his  bleffed  teachings  alone,  and  to 
receive  his  kingdom  as  a  little  child.  Nor  yet  was  he  fo 
taken  up  with  thefe  delightful  and  fublime  matters,  as  to 
omit  ot  flight  his  academical  ftudies ;  which  appeared  from 
his  Thefes  concerning  the  Trinity,  written  about  this 
time:  Wherein,  with  great  learning,  and  fingular  ability, 
he  proved  that  important  doclrine  from  the  writings  of 
the  antient  Jews,  and  ihewed  how  very  far  the  modem 
Ones  jrere  degenerated,  in  that  article,  from  their  rabbins 
and  forefathers/  Thefe  Thefes  he  debated  publicly  in  the 
univerfity,  under  the  prefidency  of  Leufdcn:  And  although 
they  were  oppofed  by  fome  of  the  oldelt  ftanders  and  ableft 
difputants  in  the  college,  yet  Leufdcn  was  of  opinion,  that 
his  young  pupil  defended  his  portions  fo  well,  and  main- 
tained his  ground  in  fo  firm  and  mafterly  a  manner,  as  to 
Hand  in  need  of  no  alfiftance  from  him  :  Wherefore  he  fat 
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by,  the  whole  time,  without  interpofing  one  word,  but 
left  IViijhis  entirely  to  himfelf.    And  it  being  curtomary 
there,  when  difputations  are  over,  for  the  defendant  to  re- 
turn thanks  to  the  pretident,  for  his  care  and  affiibnce  J 
when  IPitJlus  did  this,  the  prefident  replied,  with  equal 
truth  and  politenefs,   '  You  have  no  reafon,  fir,  to  make 
me  fucli  an  acknowledgment ;  fuice  you  neither  had,  nor 
flood  iri  need  of,  any  alfiitance  from  me.'    This  was  in  the 
year  1655,  and  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  age.  Being, 
by  this  time,  very  famous  in  the  two  univerfities  of  Utrecht 
and  Gron'mgerty  it  was  thought  high  time  for  him  to  enter 
on  an  office,  wherein  he  might  be  made  of  general  fervice 
to  the  church.    Wherefore  he  prefented  himfelf,  for  his 
preparatory  examination,  at  Evchuyfeny  A.  D.  i6$6.  Here 
he  was  admitted  to  preach  publicly;  which  he  did,  witli 
extraordinary  reputation  and  univerfal  applaufe. 
^  At  the  inlVigation  of  that  reverend  man,  John  Boi/tust 
minifter  of  the  French  proteftant  church  at  Utrecht,  Witfius, 
though  naturally  exceedingly  bafhful  and  diffident,  was 
prevailed  with  to  folicit  the  afTembly  of  French  divines, 
convened  at  Dotty  for  licence  to  preach  publicly,  and  in 
the  French  Janguage,  in  their  churches.    This  he  eafily 
obtained;  partly  by  the  influence  of  the  celebrated  Anthony 
Hulfiusy  [the  excellent  author  of  the  Thcologia  Judaica.*] 
to  whom,  at  the  requeft  of  BofotSy  Witjius  had  written  a 
very  elegant  epilUe  in  Hebrew.    From  that  time  forward, 
he  often  preached  in  French,  both  at  Utrecht  and  jimflerdam\ 
as,  in  the  courfe  of  his  miniftry,  he  had  done  a  confl- 
derable  time  before,  out  of  the  French  pulpit  at  Leuicarden. 
But,  thinking  himfelf  not  quite  perfect  in  that  language, 
he  purpofed  taking  a  journey  into  France  for  that  end ;  as 
alio,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  many 
eminent  divines  and  univerfity  profeflbrs,  who  fhen  rlou- 
rifhed  in  the  protelhnt  parts  of  that  kingdom.  But  divine 
providence  was  pleated  to  order  matters  otherwife;  for  in 
the  year  1057,  and  the  twenty-firft  of  his  age,  he  had  a 
regular  call  from  the  church  at  IVcftwoudeny  to  be  their  mi- 
niiter  ;  and  into  this  office  he  was  initiated,  on  the  8th  of 
July,  in  the  fame  year.    Here  he  waited  on  GOD  and  his 
church,  for  upwards  of  four  years  ;  and,  being  in  the 
prime  of  life,  was  the  better  able  to  difcharge  the  duties 
of  his  fundtion  with  activity  and  diligence.    He  had  the 
fatisfa&ion  to  fee  his  labors  fucceed,  efpecially  among  the 
younger  fort,  whom  he  very  frequently  catechized  ;  with 
great  fweetnefs  and  condefcenfion,  accommodating  himfelf 
to  their  underftandings ;  infomuch  that  both  the  children 
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and  youth  of  the  place,  who,  at  his  firft  coming  there, 
were  quite  ignorant  of  every  thing,  could  not  only  give  a 
judicious  account  of  the  principal  heads  in  divinity,  but 
could  alfo  confirm  and  fupport  the  account  they  gave  with 
numerous  and  pertinent  quotations  from  fcripture  :  And, 
when  they  came  home  from  church,  and  were,  at  any 
time,  queftioned  as  to  the  fermon  they  had  heard ;  they 
could,  without  any  trouble,  recapitulate  the  chief  parti- 
culars of  the  difcourfe,  its  fubjedt,  divifions,  doctrines, 
and  improvements. 

When  the  fame  of  our  learned  and  able  paftor  began  to 
reach  far  and  wide,  he  received  an  invitation  from  the 
church  of  fVormeren,  in  the  fame  province  of  North 
Holland,  to  be  their  minifter  :  a  church  famous  for  its 
numbers,  but,  at  that  time,  fadly  harrafled  with  interline 
jars  and  divifions ;  and  who,  therefore,  thought  they  could 
not  choofe  a  paitor  more  capable  of  edifying  his  flock,  and 
of  calming  their  diflfentions,  than  Witfiuu  To  this  call  of 
t heir's  he  acceded,  and  undertook  the  miniftry  of  that 
church  in  the  month  of  OtIcbcry  1661,  and  the  twenty- 
fifth  year  of  his  age.  Here  he  ftaid  four  years  and  an 
half :  So  reconciling  all  parties,  and  building  them  up  in 
the  knowledge  of  Chrijl,  and  the  obedience  of  faith,  that,  on 
the  one  hand,  he  had  the  comfort  to  fee  himfelf  the  object 
of  his  people's  moft  affectionate  regard  ;  and,  on  the  other, 
that  his  pious  and  pacific  labors  were  not  in  vain  in  the 
Lord.  He  was  afterwards  called  to  Gcos,  in  Zealand. 
While  he  continued  here,  he  enjoyed  fuch  opportunities 
of  fludy  and  retirement,  and  was,  in  all  refpe&s,  fo  com- 
fortably fituatcd  ;  that  he  would  often  declare,  afterwards, 
he  never  fpent  his  time  with  greater  pleafure  and  improve- 
ment. From  this  place  he  was  removed  to  Levator  den  the 
capital  of  Friejlandy  in  Aprils  1668.  During  his  ftay  at 
Leuwarden,  it  can  fcarce  be  conceived  with  what  vigilance, 
faithfulnefs,  and  prudence,  he  laid  himfelf  out  for  the 
edification,  comfort,  and  difcreet  guidance  of  that  church: 
which  was  a  matter  of  the  greater  difficulty,  as  the  public 
affairs  were  in  a  very  critical  and  precarious  fituation  ;  the 
United  Provinces  being  at  that  time  engaged  in  a  dan- 
gerous war,  and  the  enemy  making  frequent  inroads  into 
their  territories. 

In  the  year  1675,  that  learned  divine,  John  Mckhhr 
Steinberg,  profeffor  of  theology  in  the  univerfity  of  Franeker9 
departed  to  a  better  world  ;  and,  that  they  might  the  bet- 
ter repair  fo  great  a  lofs,  the  univerfity  made  choice  of 
Witfius  to  fill  up  the  vacant  profefforfhip ;  efpecially,  as 
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they  had  abundant  experience  of  his  integrity  and  grcatf 
abilities,  during  his  lev  en  years  relidence  in  _  their  province 
of  FrUJland.    And,   which  teemed  to  add  it  ill  greater 
weight  to  their  invitation,  and  made  it  appear  yet  more 
providential,  the  church  at  Francker,  being,  about'the  fame 
time,  depiivcd  of  one  of  their  paftors,  embraced  the  pre- 
fent  occafion  of  calling  him  to  be  over  them.    IVitJjus,  on 
the  ofFer  of  thefe  two  impoitant  charges,  repaired  to 
Franeker;  and,  after  the  univerhty  had  conferred  on  him 
the  degree  of  doctor  in  divinity,  he  was  folemnly  inverted 
with  the  profeflbrfhip  on  the  15th  of  slpril,  1675  :  having 
firft,  as  is  cuftomary,  delivered  a  molt  excellent  oration 
De  vcro  TbcohgOy  to  the  great  faf  sfae~tion  of  a  vaft  audito- 
ry, who  flocked  to  Franeker,  on  this  occafion,  from  alb 
parts  of  the  Province.    During  his  prehdency,  the  uni- 
verfity  was  remarkably  thronged  with  ftudents  ;  many, 
who  were  designed  for  the  miniilry,  repairing  thither,  on 
his  account,  from  various  parts  of  Europe  ;  who,  having 
finilhed  their  iludies  under  his  tutorage  and  direction,  re- 
turned back  to  their  own  feveial  countries,  equally  built 
up  in  piety,  and  advanced  in  learning.  And,  that  might 
be  defective  in  no  part  of  his  duty,  but  every  way  anfwer 
the  large  expectations  of  thofe  who  promoted  him,  he  had: 
fcarce  entered  on  his  profeflbifhip,  before  he  began  (fur- 
rounded  as  he  was  with  bufmefs  of  great  importance,  both- 
public  and  private,  all  which  he  faithfully  and  ably  dis- 
charged) to  fet  about  writing ;  and  publiihed,  in  a  very 
fhort  fpace  (befides  fome  felecl  academical  difputations, 
and  a  fmaller  difcourfe),  two  learned  and  pretty  large 
treatifes  in  Latin;  to  wit,  his  immortal  Book  on  the 
Oeconomy  of  the  Covenants,  and  his  Exercitations  on 
the  Apoiues'  Creed.    Thefe  had  a  prodigious  fale,  being 
foon  vended  throughout  Holland  and  all  Eurche;  and>  go- 
ing through  feveral  editions,  were  read  with  great  applaufe 
and  admiration  of  their  author.    About  this  time,  he  be- 
came acquainted  with  the  famous  Joki  March  (afterwards 
his  colleague) ;  who,  being  originally  a  native  of  Friefland, 
though  educated  at  Ltydvn>  after  he  had  finilhed  his  itudies 
there,  now  returned  to  his  own  country  :  And  Witfius, 
having  by  authority  from  the  ecclefiaftical  fynod,  examined 
him  as  to  his  abilities  for  the  minitlry,  folemnly  let  him 
apart  as  paflor  of  the  church  at  Midluman,  fituate  be- 
tween Franeker  and  Harlingat.    Soon  after,  Marck  com- 
menced I).  D.  and  was,  by  Witjmss  influence  with  the 
prince  and,  fenatc,  made  ordinary  profcilbr  of  divinity  in 
Franeker,  A.  D.  1676. 
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Profanely  thus  happily  poflefled  of  fo  ineftimaole  a  trea- 
fine  as  IVitJius,  began  to  be  the  envy  of  the  neighboring 
flatts  and  univerfities  ;  who  were  each  defirous  of  enjoying 
ib  eminent  a  man  themfelves.  The  univerfity  of  Gromngen 
was  the  firlt,.that  invited  him  to  leave  his  fettlement  at 
Francker :  for,  having  loft  their  great  profeflbr,  James 
jfltingius,  they  fcarceknew  whereto  avail  themfelyes  of  a 
fuccellor  equally  capable  of  discharging  the  feveral  weighty 
duties  of  theological  and  philological  profefTor,  and  likewife 
that  of  being  pallor  of  the  univerfity-church.  Wherefore, 
in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1679,  they  deputed  a  reverend 
and  learned  member  of  their  fociety,  to  wait  on  IVltfius  at 
Francker',  who  oifered  him  very  advantageous  terms,  if  hp 
would  remove  to  Groningen.  W'nfius,  immediately,  commu- 
hicated  the  propoial  to  the  prince,  and  to  the  heads  of  the 
univerfity  of  Francker ;  and  defired  their  advice.  They, 
with  one  voice,  teftifying  the  great  efteem  in  which  they 
held  him,  and  uniting  in  a  molt  earneft  requeit,  that  he 
would  not  think  c*f  leaving  them  ;  he,  very  modeftly  and 
refpecl fully,  excufed  himfelf  to  the  univerfity  of  Groningen* 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1680,  the  univerfity  of 
Utrecht  (their  profeffor,  Burmann,  being  dead)  looked  out 
for  fome  eminent  perfori  to  make  up  his  lofs ;  and,  without 
much  hefitation,  fixed  their  eyes  on  Witftus.  for  this  pur- 
pole.  In  order  to  prevail  with  him  to  accept  the  overture, 
they  di (patched  an  honorable  deputation  to  Francker,  by 
whom  they  importuned  him  to  come  over  to  Utrecht,  and 
adorn  that  church  and  univerfity  with  his  refidence. 

Although  IVltfius  was  cordially  attached  to  Fr'icjland,  as 
being  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  where  he  had  fpent  the 
major  part  of  his  life;  yet,  from  the  love  he  bore  to 
Utrecht,  the  place  of  his  education,  themeflengers  had  not 
much  difficulty  in  gaining  his  confent.  Therefore  being, 
with  great. reludtance  on  their  part,  difmiffed  by  the  uni- 
verfity of  Francker,  he  repaired  to  Utrecht;  where  he  and 
the  famous  Triglandius  were  jointly  inverted  with  the  mi- 
Jiiftry  of  that  church,  on  the  25th  of  April,  1680:  and, 
four  days  after,  he  commenced  divinity  profeilbr;  having, 
firft,  delivered  a  molt  elegant  oration  (afterwards  printed), 
De  PrajlantiaVer'ttatis  Evangelic*.  In  this  elevated  {ra- 
tion, he  continued  more  than  twenty-two  years  :  During 
Which  time,  it  is  incredible  with  what  application  and  fuc- 
cefs  he  guided  the  affairs  both  of  the  church  and  univer- 
fity ;  each  of  which  flourifhed  exceedingly,  under  his 
faithful  and  laborious  adminiftration.  He  was  fingularly 
happy  in  his  colleagues :  having,  for  his  affeflbrs  in  the 
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univerfity,  thofe  illuftrious  divines,  Peter  Afaflricbti 
Melch'ior  Lc'idecker,  and  Herman  Halcnius.  For  his  af- 
fiftants  in  the  church,  he  had  many,  equally  eminent  for 
piety,  learning,  zeal,  and  moderation :  Among  whom 
were  Peter  Ewdhovius,  and  'John  Ladjlrarery  formerly  his 
colleagues  in  the  church  at  Letrjuarden.  trie  had,  likewife, 
in  the  univerfity,  befide  thofe  already  mentioned,  that 
great  linguift,  7ohn  Leufdcn,  formerly  his  tutor  ;  together 
with  Gerard  Lriejius,  and  John  Luiifius,  both  very  emi- 
nent in  philofophy,  arid  to  whofe  care,  for  inftrudtion  in 
matters  purely  literary,  thofe  youth  were  committed,  who 
were  defigned  for  the  miniftry. 

His  congregation  at  churcn  confifted  chiefly  of  the  ma- 
giftrates  and  inhabitants  of  the  city  :  who  were  all  no  lefs 
edified,  than  aftonifhed,  at  the  energy  which  accompanied 
his  preaching,  and  the  mafterly  freedom  and 'propriety  of 
his  elocution.  As  a  public  and  private  tutor,  he  had  a 
moft  numerous  circle  of  excellent  youths,  who  flocked, 
on  his  account,  to  Utrecht^  from  every  part  of  the  proteAant 
world ;  and  who  hung,  with  no  lefs  rapture,  than  im- 
provement, on  his  learned,  pious,  and  eloquent  lips. 
Even  his  private  lectures  were  attended,  daily,  not  only  by 
thefe  his  pupils,  but  hkewife  by  great  numbers  of  doctors 
in  divinity,  and  profeflbrs  of  the  feveral  fciences. 

This  great  man,  therefore,  feeing  his  labors  crowned 
with  fuch  abundant  fuccefs,  fpared  no  pains  nor  fatigues, 
whereby  he  might  advance  the  interefts,  and  difFule  the 
knowledge,  of  religion  and  learning.  In  confequence  of 
this,  he  would  fpend  many  nights  totally  without  fleep  : 
nor  was  he  content  with  lerving  the  church  and  the  uni- 
verfity, by  preaching,  lecturing,  converfing,  and  dif- 
puting  in  the  public  halls;  but  committed  his  treafures 
of  knowledge  to  writing,  and  publifhed  many  books  truly 
invaluable,  which  will  tranfmit  his  name  with  renown 
to  fucceeding  generations  :  nor  can  they  ever  fink  into 
oblivion,  fo  long  as  true  religion,  unaffected  elegance, 
and  profound  literature,  have  a  friend  left  in  the  world. 
The  people  of  Utrecht,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweir, 
were  thoroughly  fenfible  of  the  worth  of  fuch  a  man  : 
whence  we  find  them  heaping  all  the  honors  upon  him, 
which,  as  a  minifter,  he  was  capable  of  receiving.  He 
had  always  the  precedence  given  him  in  their  fynods,  and 
was  twice  honored  with  the  fupreme  government  and 
lieadftiip  of  the  univerfity  ;  namely,  in  the  years  1686, 
and  1697.    Nor  mutt  we' omit,  that  when,  in  the  year 
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1,685,  *he  fbtfes  of  Holland  fent  a  fplendid  embafly  to 
James  the  fecond,  king  of  Great  Britain,  who  at  that 
time  was  purfuing  meafures,  which  ended  in  his  ruin ;  and 
WafJ'cnaer,  lord  of  Duvenwardcn,  and  Weedius,  lord  of 
Dykcveldt,  and  Cittcrjtus,  were  the  perfons  nominated  to 
execute  this  commifljon ;  the  fecond  of  thefe  noble  per- 
sonages eafily  convinced  the  other  two,  that  none  was 
fo  proper  to  attend  them  to  England,  in  quality  of  chap- 
Jain,  as  fVitfius :  who  might  not  only,  by  his  uncommon 
knowledge  in  religious  and  civil  matters,  be  of  great  fer- 
vice  to  them  in  both  refpedts ;  but,  alio,  be  no  fmall  credit 
to  the  reformed  churches  of  Holland,  by  letting  the 
Engli/h  nation  fee  what  great  divines  rlourimed  there.  The 
dehgn  being  intimated  to  Witfius,  he  chearfully  cjofej 
with  it ;  though  he  was  at  that  time  very  ill,  and  weak  in 
tody.  After  fome  months  flay  in  England,  he  confeffed, 
on  his  return,  that  he  had  converted  wirji  Dr.  Saner  oft, 
the  archbiftiop  of  Canterbury,  Dr.  Compton,  the  bi/hop  of 
London,  and  many  other  divines,  both  conformifts  and 
difTenters ;  "  by  which  converfcitions,  he  would  fay,  I 


ration  From  that  period  forward,  the  principal  pre- 
lates and  clergymen  in  England  did  not  conceal  the  refpecl 
and  efteem  in  which  they  held  this  great  man ;  efpecially, 
as  he  came  to  be  more  and  more  known  to  them. 

By  this  time,  there  were  few  places  in  the  chriltian 
world,  which  the  fame  of  Witfius  had  not  reached.  And 
now  it  was,  that  the  commiffioners  of  the  univerfity  of 
Leyden,  and  the  magiftrates  of  that  city,  reiblved  on  in- 
viting him  thither ;  and  the  rather,  as  the  very  eminent 
F.  Spanhemius,  junior,  was  judged  to  be  ill,  pad  reco- 
very :  and  it  pleafed  K.  William,  then  governor  of  Holland^ 
to  ratify  their  choice  with  his  royal  approbation.  The 
profeflbrfhip  of  Lexden  being  tendered  to  Witfius  in  form, 
he  accepted  it.  Though  the  people  of  Utrecht  were  un- 
willing to  part  with  k>  great  an  ornament,  he  had  folid 
and  Sufficient  reafons  for  removing :  as  he  judged  he 
might  be  more  ufeful,  if,  for  the  few  remaining  years  of 
his  life  (which,  according  to  the  courfe  of  nature,  could 
not  be  many)  he  mould  defift  from  preaching,  and  devote 
himfclf  intirely  to  univerfity  bufinefs.  He  was  the  more 
confirmed  in  this  refolution,when  he  received  information, 
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from  Hein/tus,  the  ilkifhious  adminiftrator  of  Holland, 
that  K.  William  heartily  concurred  in  his  removal.  Some 
time  afterwards,  that  truly  greatj  monarch,  having  ad- 
mitted Witfius  to  a  perfonal  conference,  was  pleaied,  with 
his  own  mouth,  to  ratify  the  fame,  in  terms  very  affec- 
tionate and  obliging :  alluring  him,  c  how  highly  agreeable 
it  was  to  him,  that  be  obeyed  the  call  to  the  profeiTor' s  chair 
at  Leyden,  of  which  call  he  [i.  e.  the  king]  himfelf  was 
the  firft  mover  ;  and  that,  for  the  future,  he  might  depend 
on  his  omitting  no  opportunity  of  teftifying  the  favor  he 
bore  him,  and  the  reverence  in  which  he  held  him.'  And 
the  king  was,  ever  after,  as  good  as  his  word.  On  his 
entrance  upon  the  profeiTbrfliip  at  Lcyden,  (i.  e.  on  the 
1 6th  of  Ofiober9  1698),  he  delivered  his  fine  oration  JDe 
Theologo  modejh.  And  with  what  integrity  he  difcharged 
his  high  office,  for  the  remaining  ten  years  of  his  life;  how 
jnceffanthis  labors  were;  with  what  wifdom,  and  (kill, he 
taught;  with  what  rciilHefs  eloquence  he  fpoke  ;  with 
what  alacrity  he  went  through  the  academical  difputations; 
how  holily  he  lived  ;  with  what  nervous  beauty  he  wrote  J 
with  what  fweetnefs  of  addrefs,  with,  what  humility, 
candor,  and  benignity  of  demeanor,  he  behaved  in  common 
life;  and  what  an  ornament  he  was  to  the  univerfity;  were 
almoft  impoflible,  and  altogether  needlefs,  to  fay. 

He  had  fcarce  been  a  year  at  Ley  den  j  when  the  dates  of 
Holland  and  Weft  Frtefland^  at  the  recommendation  of  the 
governors  of  the  univerfity,  made  him  regent  of  their 
theological  college,  in  the  room  of  their  lately  deceafed 
regent,  A'fcreus  Effius :  which  he  could  fupcrintend,  with- 
out omitting  any  part  of  his  duty  as  profeiTor  ;  having,  for 
his  aflTociate  in  the  profeflbrfliip,  the  famous  SnthonyHul/ius. 
PA'Jiui  enteral,  with  great  rcluclance,  on  this  new  flage  of 
adtion  :  and  it  is  well  known,  that  he  would  have  abfolutely 
declined  it,  had  he  not  confulercd  himfelf  bound  in  duty 
and  gratitude,  both  to  accede  to  the  pleafure  of  the  States, 
and  to  fpeisd  and  be  fpent  in  the  fervice  of  the  church. 
However,  he  went  through  this  weighty  office  with  fide- 
lity and  indefatigable  zeal :  and  his  care,  for  the  youth 
under  him,  was  rendered  eafier,  from  the  affection  he  bore 
them  ;  and  from  the  apparent  fuccefs,  with  which  his  in- 
flruclions  were  attended.  At  the  fame  time,  he  was 
equally  attentive  to  his  duty  as  profeiTor.  Thus  ufefully1 
he  went  on,  till,  upon  the  8th  of  February,  1707,  partly 
on  account  of  his  advanced  age,  and  partly  through  in- 
firmities cf  other  kinds  (his  iirength  being  almoft  ex- 
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paft),  he  v.  uh  great  modeity  refigned  his  important  charge 
as  regent,  in  a  full  aflembly  of  the  univerfity  heads  and 
governors  ;  who,  with  one  voice,  and  without  inter- 
mifllon,  intreated  his  continuance  in  that  office ;  but  in 
vain  :  For  /f~i/lus>  well  nigh  worn  out  with  a  (cries  of 
years  and  liMors,  was  as  deaf  to  their  intreaties,  as  to  the 
confideration  of  the  great  revenues  he  mull  forego,  by 
-quitting  that  exalted  pott.    At  the  fame  time,  he  was,  at 


the  public  exercife  his  office  as  univerfity  profeflbr ; 
for  the  execution  of  which,  with  his  ufual  accuracy  arid 
diligence,  his  great  ILeblenefs  of  body  rendered  him  lefs 
able.  And  he  declared,  on  the  occaiion,  to  an  intimate 
friend,  that  "  He  had  much  rather  defift,  altogether, 
from  the  exercife  of  his  function ;  than  not  go  through 
with  it,  in  a  becoming  manner." 

It  would  have  been  impofllble  for  fVitfius  to  have  under- 
gone fo  many  and  incredible  fatigues  for  the  public  benefit, 
had  he  met  with  domeftic  troubles  and  family  difquiets. 
To  prevent  thefe,  A.  D.  1660,  he  married  Alctta  van 
Bar cborn>  the  daughter  of  fVefJalius  van  Borcborn,  a  wealthy 
citizen  and  merchant  of  Utrecht.  She  was  a  woman* 
happy  in  the  fingular  fweetnefs  of  her  temper ;  and,  in- 
deed, excelled  in  every  chriflian  grace  and  focial  virtue. 
It  was  hard  to  fay,  whether  fhe  more  loved,  or  revered, 
her  hufhand  :  Between  whom  fubfifted  an  uninterrupted 
harmony,  till  her  death,  which  happened  in  the  year 
1684,  after  living  together  twenty-four  years.  She  was 
always  the  companion  of  his  travels;  having  lived  with 


Her  laft  illnefs  was  very  long  and  painful ;  which,  how- 
ever, fhe  bore  with  fortitude  and  refignatiou  truly  chris- 
tian ;  and  at  laft  departed,  in  great  peace  and  comfort  of 
foul.  He  was  no  lefs  happy  in  his  children.  For,  not 
to  mention  two  fons,  who  died  young,  he  had  three  moft 


rate  philofopher ;  matter  rcw,  Grecky  and  Latin;  a 

very  confiderable  Orientalift ;  well  verfed  in  the  hiftory 
of  all  nations,  antient  and  modern,  facred  and  profane; 
and,  for  his  confummate  knowledge  of  theology,  in  all 
it's  branches,  it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  fpeak.  How 
happy  he  w:«s  at  afterting  and  vindicating  the  truths  of 
the  gofpel,  al moft  every  one  knows.  With  the  holy 
Scriptures  he  intimately  converfed,  night  and  day :  and, 

lo 


favored  with  a  difcharge  from 


Digitized  by  C^OOgle 


168  WITSIUS. 

fo  exa£t  was  bis  familiarity  with  thefe,  that  he  had  (fays 
Marckiui)  the  original  words,  upon  all  occaCons,  very 
readily  at  command,  and  as  readily  could  explain  them. 
With  refpedt.  to  his  temper,  it  was  as  fweet,  humble,  and 
benevolent,  as  can  be  imagined.  Hence  arofe,  both  his 
averfion  to  all  unreafonable  novelties  in  doctrine,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  his  great  moderation  toward  fuch  perfons 
as  differed  from  him.  He  neither  chofe  to  be  dictated  to, 
nor  to  dictate  :  He  followed  no  party,  and  formed  none. 
His  favorite  maxim  was,  In  ncceffariisy  unitas;  in  non-nc- 
ccfjariis,  libertas;  in  omnibus,  (prudential^ )  charitas*.  He 
foreboded  the  fad  declenfion,  in  dodtrine  and  experience, 
which  was  coming  on  the  proteflant  churches  of  Holland 
and  bleft  GOD,  that  he  was  too  old  to  live  long  enough 
to  fee  it.  And,  though  he  could  not  help  (fach  was  his 
zeal  for  truth)  taking  notice  of  fuch  of  his  reverend  bre- 
thren, as  were  defirous  of  ftriking  out,  according  to  the 
maxims  of  their  own  depraved  reafon,  unfcriptural  no- 
velties, and  forced  conflrudtions  of  fcripture;  yet,  fo  far 
had  he  drank  into  the  mind  of  Cbrijt,  that  he  did  this 
with  all  tendernefs,  deference,  and  caution  :  And  if  any 
were  angry  at  the  freedom  of  his  remarks,  he  received 
their  refentment  in  a  fpirit  of  meeknefs,  and  either  took 
no  notice  of  thofe  who  reproached  him  ;  or  repaid  their 
ilanders,  by  giving  them  thofe  commendations,  which 
were  due  to  them  on  account  of  their  commendable  qua- 
lities in  other  refpe&s.  Nor  can  it  be  wondered  at,  that 
a  man  fo  learned,  holy,  humble,  and  diligent,  fhould, 
wherever  he  was,  be  attended  with  a  vaft  concourfe  of 
pupils,  from  every  part  of  the  reformed  world ;  from 
Holland^  Germany,  France ,  Poland,  Prujfta,  Switzerland, 
Great-Britain,  and  even  from  America  (among  which  fall 
were  fome  native  Indians  too;)  and  that  his  acquaintance 
fhould  be  fought  for,  by  the  moft  eminent  fcholars  and 
divines,  throughout  Europe, 

We  now  draw  near  to  the  lafl  fcene  of  this  great  man's 
life  :  For  as,  from  his  childhood,  his  thin,  weak  body  had 
often  ftruggled  with  many  fevere  diforders ;  from  whence 
molt  people  were  apprehenfive  he  would  die  young;  fo 
now,  being  far  in  years,  he  advanced  apace  to  the  houfe 
appointed  for  all  living.  However,  he  conflantly  re- 
tained, under  all  his  ficknefs,  his  fen  fes  and  intellects  in 
full  vigor ;  infomuch  that,  till  within  a  little  before  his 
death,  he  could,  with  all  readinefs,  read  the  Greek  Tefta- 

^ment, 

•  A^reciblc  to  which  was  the  motto  upon  all  bis  feals,  CANDIDE. 
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ment,  of  the  fmalleft  type,  by  moon-light.  But,  as  he 
advanced  farther  in  life,  he  fufFered  the  moft  dreadful 
tortures  from  the  gout  and  ftone  :  And,  fo  far  back  as  fix 
years  before  he  died,  he  was  feized,  for  the  firft  time, 
with  a  temporary  dizzinefs,  accompanied  with  a  fufpen- 
fion  of  memory,  and  abfence  of  thought :  And  this,  too,  as 
he  was  fitting  in  the  profefibr's  chair,  and  delivering  an 
academical  le&ure.  By  the  help  of  an  able  phyfician, 
thefe  evils  were  a  little  mitigated  :  But,  returning  by  de- 

frees,  they  threatened  future  and  more  violent  attacks, 
lis  laft  illnefs  was  ufhered  in  by  a  reeling,  and  an  uni- 
verfal  langor.  On  the  18th  ot  Odobcr,  1708,  he  was 
feized  with  a  fever,  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  : 
which  fuddenly  fubtiding,  a  total  feeblenefs  and  relaxation 
diffufed  itfelf  over  his  body,  and  a  torpor  over  his  mind. 
The  holy  man,  confidering  thefe  fymptoms,  told,  with 
great  ferenity  and  compofure,  fome  friends  who  attended 
him,  that  "  he  knew  they  would  iiTue  in  death."  His 
fenfes  were  gradually  weakened  by  repeated  {lumbers; 
however,  about  his  laft  hour  he  fignified  to  Dr.  Marckius 
his  bleflcd  hope  and  his  heavenly  defires,  which  he  had 
frequently  done  before ;  and  then  about  noon,  on  the 
22a  of  Oclober,  1708,  he  fweetly  departed  this  life,  in  his 
feventy-third  year,  and  entered  into  the  joy  of  his  Lord. 

His  Works.  In  the  year  1660,  he  publilhed,  4i  !• 
his  Judaus  chri/lianizans  circa  principia  fidci  &  S.  S.  Iri- 
mtatem*.  II.  A.  D.  1665,  at  frormeren,  he  published, 
in  Dutch,  The  Practice  of  Chriftianity,  with  fpiritual 
Reprefentations,  firft,  of  what  was  laudable  in  the  Unre- 

fenerate,  and,  then,  of  what  was  blameworthy  in  the 
Legenerate.  III.  At  Lccvardcn,  he  fet  forth  an  Expla- 
nation of  the  Parable  of  GOD's  Controverfy  with  his 
Vineyard.  At  Franeker,  he  publifhed,  befides  feveral 
lelTer  Treatifes.  IV.  His  Occonomia  Fa/dcrum;  afterwards 
tranflated  into  Dutch,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Harlingius.  V. 
His  Excrcltationcs  in  Symbo!umy  which  were  alfo  tranflated 
into  Dutch,  by  Mr.  Co/lcrus,  at  Delft.  VI.  At  Utrecht, 
Excrcitationcs  in  Orationem  Dominicam.  VI  I.  His 
jEryptiaca,  with  two  lefier  pieces  annexed.  VIII.  His 
firft  volume  of  Mifccllanea  Sacra.  IX.  At  Ley  den,  he 
publifhed  his  fecond  volume  of  Mifccllanea  Sacra,  com- 
plete ;  and  likewife,  X.  his  AUUicmata  Leydcn/ia" 

FRANCIS 

*  This  p'rece  is  fo  fca-ce,  thnf,  though  many  inquiries  have  been 
mode  for  it  both  in  %/Wand  Holland,  it  cannot  be  piocuitd. 
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FR  ANCIS  TALLENTS,  M.  A. 

FRANCIS  TALLENTS  was  born  at  Pel/fey,  near 
ChcJltrfiaJ,  in  Derby /hire,  in  November  ^  1619,  and 
brought  up  at  the  public  (chools  at  Alansfidd  and  Nnvaik. 
About  1642  he  travelled  abroad  a5;  tutor  to  the  funs  of  the. 
earl  of  Suffolk,  He  has  often  fa  id,  that  what  he  faw  abroad 
of  the  Popiih  religion,  and  what  conference  he  had  with 
its  advocates,  added  much  to  his  conviction  of  the  falfhood 
and  wickednefs  of  it,  and  confirmed  him  in  protcftantifm. 
Upon  his  return  he  was  chofen  fellow  of  Magdalen- College, 
and  was  afterwards  fenior  fellow,  and  prcfidcnt  or  vice- 
mailer  of  the  college.  Me  was  a  noted  tutor  there  ;  and, 
among  others,  Sir  Robert  Sawyer  and  Dr.  Burton  were  his 
pupils.  He  was' ordained  at  London,  November  29,  1648, 
hy  the  third  claflical  prefbytcry  in  that  province.  In  1652 
ho  left  the  univerftty,  and  went  to  Sbreivfiury,  where  lie 
fcecarnc  mini  ft  er  of  St.  Alary  % ;  and  his  labors  were 
well  accepted  and  ufeful.  At  the  reiteration  he  was  not  a 
little  pleated,  and  made  fome  advances  towards  a  compli- 
ance in  ecclefiallical  matters.  But  when  he  f  iw  how  things 
were  fixed  in  1662,  he  was  neceflitated  to  quit  his  place, 
which  was  his  livelihood.  In  1670  he  travelled  into  Franet 
as  tutor  to  two  voung  gentlemen,  Mr.  Bofcawen  and  Mr. 
Hampden,  (the  former 'of  whom  died  at  'Siralburg  of  the 
fmall-po\).  Having  fpent  about  two  years  and  an  half 
abroad,  in  1073  he  came  back,  to  Sbreiy/bury,  and  joined 
whh  Mr.  Bryan  in  preaching  to  a  congregation  of  di (Ten- 
ters in  that  town.  Upon  the  liberty  given  the  diflenters. 
in  10S7,  he  returned  to  Shrezvflrtry,  and  continued  his 
jniniiicrial  fervice  there,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Bryan. 
In  K,  fi'l.'-am**  time,  overtures  being  made  towards  a  com- 
ptfhenfson,  fomc  gentlemen,  that  greatly  valued  his  judge- 
r  \rt,  fent  for  him  to  London  todilcourfe  with  him  a!)uiit 
i>  ;  particularly  concerning  the  re-ordaining  of  fuel)  as 
\*yr*:  ordai'v/d'by  pi\lhyteis.  Upon  mature  deliberation 
T»-  (Iceland  be  could  not  fubmit  to  it;  and  drew  up  his 
Tf  a'ons  at  l:ir;:e.  He  way  much  for  occasional  conformity, 
^  a  token  of  ch.a.ry  towards  thole  w'nom  we  cannot  Ha- 
rt dly  join  with.  In  1691  he  entered  into  his  new  place 
et  won'hip,  and  preached  his  tirJt  iermon  there  on  If.  Ivii. 
;  v    Lie  ciul-  .1  it  to  It  written  on  the  walls  of  the  meet- 

ing- 
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iflg-place,  "  That  it  was  built  not  for  a  facTion  or  party, 
but  for  promoting  repentance  and  faith,  in  communion 
with  ail  that  love  our  Lord  Je/us  Chrifl^  in  iiIlcerity/, 
He  added  that  fcripture  with  which  the  French  churches 
pfually  begin  their  public  worfhip  :  Our  help  Jlandtih  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  who  made  heaven  and  earth. 

In  all  his  addrefs  and  converfe  he  was,  in  the  higheft 
degree,  refpectful  and  complaifant.  His  politenefs  was  4 
great  ornament  to  his  learning  and  piety.— An  his  old  age 
ne  retained  the  learning  both  ot  the  fchool  and  the  academy 
to  admiration.  He  had  fomething  to  communicate  to  thole 
who  converfed  with  him  concerning  all  forts  of  learning  ; 
but  his  mafter-piece,  in  which  no  man  was  more  ready, 
was  hiftory.  He  abounded  much  in  pious  ejaculations  in  his 
common  diicourfe.  He  was  very  happy  in  counfeliing  his 
friends  who  applied  to  him  for  advice,  and  knew  how  to 
fpeak  a  word  in  feafon.  He  fometimes  exprefled  his  fear 
concerning  many  weak  and  melancholy  Chriftians,  that 
they  had  tired  themfelves  in  the  exercifes  of  devotion;  and 
would  advife  fuch  to  keep  their  minds  as  calm  and  ledate 
as  poffible,  and  not  aim  to  put  them  always  upon  the 
ftretch.  He  would  fometimes  pleafantly  fay,  "  The  qui-  . 
etifts  are  the  beft  chriftians ;"  and,  with  regard  to  the  ex- 
ternal performances  of  religion,  would  give  this  advice : 
"  Let  the  work  of  GOD  be  done,  and  done  well ;  but 
With  as  little  noife  as  may  be."  He  was  eminent  for  his 
charity,  in  judging  of  other  perfons  and  in  relieving  the 
neceffitous  ;  particularly  ftrangers  in  diftrefs.  He  was  in, 
a  remarkable  degree  dead  to  the  world,  knowing  no  good 
in  it,  but  doing  good  with  it ;  and,  by  the  little  he  left  be- 
hind him,  (hewed  that  he  had  no  way  of  laying  up  what 
he  had,  but  by  laying  it  out  in  good  works,  ( 1  Tim.  vi.  19.) 
His  preaching  was  very  plain,  familiar,  and  affectionate. 
He  ftudied  not  words,  but  things.  He  was  frequent  and 
earnefl  in  pretfing  brotherly  love.  Love  was  the  air  he 
breathed  in.  He  was  much  for  extolling  free  grace,  &c. 
but  though  he  differed  from  Mr.  Baxter  in  many  of  his 
notions  and  exprcflions  concerning  j unification  and  other 
things,  yet  he  highly  valued  that  great  man  for  his  learn- 
ing and  pictv,  and  the  fervice  he  had  done  the  church  by  his 
practical  writings;  and  often  fpoke  of  him  with  great  re- 
fneft  and  arfeclion.  Some  days  before  he  died  he  blcfled 
GOD  that  he  was  fuller  of  inward  comfort  and  joy  than 
he  was  able  to  exprefs.  After  he  had  fometime  lain  wait- 
ing, he  began  to  think  it  long  that  he  had  not  his  rcleafc, 
and  to  cry,  "  Come,  Lou!  jefus,  come  quickly."  But 

knowing 
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knowing  GOD  s  time  is  the  beA,  he  waited  with  patience 
for  it.  On  the  Lord  s-day,  jfpril  1 1,  he  would  have  thofe 
about  him  (except  one  perlbn)  go  to  public  worlhip. 
I  hat  day  he  feemed  iomewhat  revived.  Many  excellent 
words  dropped  from  him,  and  he  continued  very  fenfible 
calling  upon  GOD,  till  about  nine  or  ten  o'clock  at  nicrhr " 
when  he  fweetly  flept  in  Jefits.  8  * 

His  Works  :  I.  "  A  View  of  Univerfal  HiAory  •  or 
Chronological  Tables,  [finelv  engraven  on  fixteen  copper- 
plates, m  his  own  houfe,]  (one  of  the  greateA  works  of 
the  age.)  II.  Sure  and  large  foundations;  deAfmed  to 
promote  Catholic  ChriAianity.  III.  A  Ihort  HiAory  of 
fcchifm,  for  the  promoting  of  ChriAian  Moderation." 
And  lome  lmaller  works. 


GEORGE  TROSSE. 

^EORGE  TROSSE*  was  born  in  Exon,  the  2cth 
VJT  of  Oaobcr,  163 1.   His  grandfather  Thomas  TrofTe, 
Efq.  had  nine  fons  and  one  daughter;  his  father  Henry 
Troffe,  Efq.  the  eldeA  Ion,  was  bred  a  counfellor  at  law 
his  mother  was  Rebekah  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Walter 
Brtrrow,  a  merchant,  who  was  twice  mayor  of  Exeter, 
and  a  confiderable  benefactor  to  the  city.    He  was  put  to 
nurfe  in  the  country  to  a  woman  that  kept  him  till  he  was 
aimoA  Aarved.    His  life  was  even  defpaired  of;  fo  that  his 
father  being  about  to  take  a  journey,  in  which  he  fhouH 
not  be  abfent  long,  before  his  departure  appointed  the  place 
where  he  mould  be  buried.    At  feventeen  weeks  old,  he 
was  committed  t^nother  woman,  by  whofe  care  (through 
the  hleffinp  of  GOD)  he  foon  recovered.    He  was  much 
aftVfted  with  this  preservation,  and  makes  many  pious  re- 
flections upon  it.  f    He  was  brought  up  according  to  his 

degree, 

•  His  great  grandfather  had  eighteen  children  by  one  wife;  his  mrul. 
father  ten ;  h,s  fatne.  t.xteen  ;  and  his  uncle,  Mr!  Roger  Trofe  ten  ' 

+  Inalargemanukr.pt,  difcovercd  fince  the  former  narrative  of  hi* 
Ire  was  pnmed.  «  God  (faith  he)  who  feed,  the  young  ravens  wj.cn 
deferred  by  therrdarm,  and  r,ke*  ere  of  the  ofrriclf*  when  cft 

»n  the  earth  by  the  forgeti  nl  bird,  Jooked  upon  me  in  mcrcyT  And  thou/h 
I  was  ahfcnt  from  the  eyes  and  ear,  of  friend.,  he  whole  rye.  run  to  L  nd 
f.o  ih.ou«h  the  whole  ea„h,  and  who  »  ready  to  help  hofe  who  are 
dcft.tute  oi  aid,  put  it  ir.to  the  heart  of  a  fuv.it  of  my  lather  to  come 
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degree,  in  the  city  of  Exeter.  At  the  grammar  fchool, 
having  a  quick  apprehenfion,  and  delighting  in  his  hook, 
he  outftript  moft  of  his  fchool-fellows.  He  was  alfo  mo- 
deft,  civil,  obedient  to  his  parents,  and  free  from  thofe 
youthful  extravagances  to  which  others  of  his  age  were 
addicted  :  So  that  his  mafter  was  much  troubled  when  he 
Was  taken  from  him,  and  faid,  He  thought  his  mothei  did 
her  fon  and  him  an  injury  in  removing  him  from  fchool  ; 
for  he  was  the  moft  forward  boy  that  ever  he  taught. 
Being  now  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  having  a  mind 
to  be  a  merchant,  and  to  travel  into  foreign  parts,  his  mo- 
ther fent  him  into  France,  to  learn  the  language,  before  he 
was  an  apprentice.  From  hence  he  dates  the  beginning  and 
occafion  of  his  future  fins  and  calamities :  For  going  abroad 
into  a  world  full  of  fnares,  with  a  blind  mind,  a  foolifh 
fancy,  and  a  gracelefs  heart,  he  was  drawn  into  great  evils; 
of  which  he  drew  up  a  relation  (as  he  fays)  to  warn  others 
from  running  into  the  like  temptations,  and  to  caution 
parents  againft  indulging  their  children's  unreasonable 
defires. 

He  tarried  a  while  at  Morlaix,  in  lower  Britanny,  and 
from  thence  was  fent  to  Pontive,  to  Mr.  Ramet,  a  'French 
minifter,  who  taught  the  tongue  to  fever al  Engtijh  youths 
that  boarded  with  him.  Mr.  Troffe,  having  a  good  me- 
mory, and  fome  knowledge  in  the  Latin,  within  a  year 
fpoke  French  i'o  readily,  that  they  faid  there  was  but  one 
Englijhman  there  before  who  excelled  him.  Here  an  ague 
feized  and  held  him  about  nine  weeks,  by  which  he  was 
brought  very  low  :  But  he  was  fecure  and  ftupid,  having 
no  ferious  thoughts  of  GOD  or  another  world.  While 
he  continued  in  this  place,  Mr.  Ramet  was  killed  by  a 
piece  of  timber,  and  the  rubbifh  which  fell  upon  him. 
The  papifts  took  advantage  from  his  death  to  infult  his  fa- 
mily, and  cry  after  them,  when  they  went  abroad,  J-  The 
great  dog,  or  the  great  heretic,  is  fent  to  hell.'  Hence 
alfo  their  preachers  took  occafion  to  defame  the  proteftant 
religion,  and  prejudice  their  people  againft  it.  When  his 
year  was  out,  he  returned  to  Morlaix.  There  he  ftaid 
about  nine  months  ;  and  having  no  employment,  nor  any 
to  reprove  him  for  what  he  did  amifs,  he  addicled  himfelV 

to 

and  fee  me.— I  may  fay  with  David*  Though  my  father  and  my  mother 
forfook  me,  nay,  though  my  nurfe  Itarved  me,  yet  the  Lord  took  me  up. 
GOD\  thoughts  are  not  as  our  thoughts ,  nor  bis  v.' ays  as  our  ways  --• 
This  i%  O  Lord,  unconceivable  mercy,  unutterable  love,  that  when 
I  was  ready  to  perilh  for  want,  thou  ftiouldcft  fo  wonderfully  preierve 
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to  a  vain  and  ungodly  courfe  of  life.  He  met  with  rnanf 
inticements  to  fin,  and  much  fuel  for  his  lufts,  and  fpent 
a  great  deal  of  time  and  money  in  tennis-courts,  and  ta- 
verns, in  learning  mufic  and  dancing,  lit  alio  frequently 
drank  to  excefs;  for  which,  when  he  came  to  himlelf,  he 
Would  be  afhamed,  and  take  up  relblutions  againft  it :  But 
lie  foon  broke  them,  that  he  might  gratify  his  fenfual  in- 
clinations. Once  he  vowed  never  more  to  drink  in  a  ta- 
vern :  But,  after  a  little  while,  to  fatisfy  his  confidence 
and  fecure  himfeif  (as  he  thought)  from  the  breach  of  his 
Vow,  he  put  his  head  out  at  the  window,  or  went  out  into 
a  gutter  to  take  off  his  glafs ;  till  at  length  he  forgot  his 
tow,  ft i fled  his  convictions,  and  could  drink  as  frequently 
in  taverns  and  to  as  great  excefs  as  ever.  When  he  had 
been  about  two  years  in  France,  and  had  fpent  very  extra- 
vagantly there,  he  was  lent  for  home  :  And  being  much 
concerned  at  what  account  he  mould  give  his  mother  of 
liis  extravagant  expences,  that  he  might  prevent  her  drf- 
pleafure,  he  pretended  he  had  been  vifited  with  a  very  ex-r 
penfive  lit  of  ficknefs,  and  that  he  had  been  often  let  blood 
for  it.  This  was  a  grofs  he ;  for  he  never  had  any  blood 
taken  from  him  there  :  Yet  he  often  affirmed  it,  and  per- 
fifted  in  it  fcveral  years,  without  the  leaft  temptation  to 
it,  or  hope  of  profit  by  it.  All  he  brought  home  for  fo 
much  thne  and  money  fpent,  was,  (as  he  fays)  "  The 
French  tongue,  garb,  and  manners,  a  little  mufic  and 
dancing,  and  an  initiation  into  company-keeping."  His 
mother  was  offended  at  his  gallantry,  and  ript  off  the  broad 
gold  lace  from  the  fleeves  of  his  doublet. 

After  he  h  id  lived  at  home  almoft  a  year,  without  ap- 
plying himlelf  to  any  thing  that  was  good,  fave  only  that 
he  read  fometimes  out  of  Mr.  Smith,  or  Dr.  Harris  s  fer- 
mons,  to  his  giandinother,  who  was  confined  to  her  bed  i 
Being  now  about  feventcen  years  old,  he  was  defirous  to 
be  bound  apprentice  to  a  merchant  beyond  the  feas.  This 
his  mother  readily  n^u  cd  to,  becaufe  ihe  thought  it  would 
be  the  mod  likely  way  to  get  an  eftate,  though  there  wai 
caufe  to  fear  it  might  prove  the  ruin  of  his  foul,  feting  he 
had  been  fuch  a  prodigal  before,  and  ft  ill  continued  foolifli 
and  fantaftical.  Upon  this  occafion  he  writes  thus ;  I 
wifli  parents,  as  they  love  the  fouls  of  their  children,  and 
value  their  own  comfort,  would  not  fuffer  them  to  go  be- 
yond the  fea  till  they  have  ground  to  believe  that  a  good 
work  is  wrought  in  them,  and  GOD  engaged  for  their 
prefervation  :  Or  elfe,  that  they  would  commit  them  to 
iome  religious  per  tons  there,  who  would  confeientioufly 
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difcharge  their  duty  to  them."  And,  in  another  manu-» 
fcript,  "  If  I  had  ever  ib  many  Tons,  and  could  have  them 
placed  abroad  tor  nothing,  I  would  fooner  iell  my  ihirt 
from  my  back  to  place  them  here  with  an  ordinary  tradef- 
man,  under  whom  1  could  expc£t  no  great  profit  or  pre- 
ferment for  them,  than  fend  them  to  the  richefr,  merchant 
in  Spain  or  Portugal"  A  brother-in-law  of  his  having  a 
near  relation  in  London y  who  was  a  Portuguefc  merchant, 
he  was  lent  up  thither,  with  a  confiderable  him  of  money* 
by  him  to  be  bound  an  apprentice  to  a  merchant  in  Portugal. 
All  the  time  he  was  in  Londony  which  was  three  or  tour 
months,  he  lived  in  idlenels,  haunted  taverns,  gamed, 
drank  to  excels,  and  ftill  retained  and  increafed  his  anti- 
pathy to  the  power  of  godlinefs,  and  the  profeflbrs  of  iu 
He  went  to  a  church  where  the  common-prayer  was  con- 
ftantly  read,  being  zealous  (to  ufe  his  own  words)  "  lor 
he  knew  not  what,  and  contemning  what  he  ought  highly 
to  have  loved  and  honored;  defpiling  pure  worlhip,  and 
doting  oil  human  inventions." 

While  he  continued  here,  he  was  bound  to  a  London. 
merchant,  that  at  his  return  from  Portugal  he  might  claim 
his  freedom,  and  enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  city.  At 
length  lie  went  on  board  a  Ihip,  at  Grave/end,  bound  for 
Oporto  ;  where  he  fafely  arrived  in  three  weeks  time;  and 
lived  upon  trial  with  one  of  the  chief  Englijh  merchants 
rn  that  city.    He  calls  his  abode  there,  another  fad  and 
finful  period  of  his  life.    There  he  found  no  other  reli- 
gion but  popery :    For  though  the  Engl i Hi  were  not 
papiils,  tlwugh  they  did  not  go  to  mafs,  confefs  to  priefts, 
fall  down  before  idols,  pray  to  faints,  fetch  the  blood  from 
their  backs,  or  go  in  procefiions  and  pilgrimages, yet,  which 
Was  worfe,  they  had  ik>  religion  at  all  among  them,  that 
ever  he  could  fee,  but  were  practical  atheifts.    'Tis  true, 
the  proteilent  religion  was  not  then  tolerated,  much  lefs 
were  minillers,  or  any  focial  worlhip  of  GOD  permitted. 
And,  as  loon  as  any  Ihip  arrived  there  from  a  protertant 
dountry,  the  inquiikors  demanded  all  religious  books  fronv 
their  owners,  fealed  them  up  in  a  bag,  and  kept  them  in 
their  convent,  till  they  were  ready  to  depart.  Though, 
after  this,  Cromwell  got  liberty  for  our  merchants  to  pro- 
ofs their  own  religion,  and  to  have  paltors  to  preach, 
rmd  adminiller  other   ordinances  among  them,  even  in* 
the  eye,  and  under  the  nofe  of  the  inquifition.  How- 
ever, they  who  adventured  their  eftates  and  lives  to  fteat 
cuilom,  and  fend  home  bullion,  might  much  more  eafily 
have  concealed  their  bibles  and  good  books  :  But  they 
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did  not  care  to  run  any  rifle  for  their  fouls.  He  fays,  he 
did  not  remember  that  he  ever  faw  a  bible,  or  religious 
book,  or  one  a6t  of  folemn  worfhip  performed  in  their 
houfe,  or  heard  GOD  named  there,  but  in  vain.  The 
Lord's  day  was  fpent  in  calling  up  their  books,  or  in 
recreations  upon  the  river,  or  abroad  in  the  country. 
Engl'tlb  merchants  lived  in  uncleannefs  and  drunkennels, 
manifefting  lefs  forrow  for  their  fins,  and  apprehenfion  of 
the  wrath  of  GOD  deferved  by  them,  than  the  popifli 
inhabitants  ;  and  fo  caufed  the  name  of  GOD  to  be  blaf- 
phemed,  and  hardened  the  fuperftitious  natives  in  the 
prejudices  again  ft  the  protettant  religion,  as  if  it  was  a 
doctrine  of  licentioufnefs,  and  gave  liberty  to  all  forts  of 
villainies.  "  I  might  here  (faith  he)  enlarge  upon  this 
very  fad  fuhjeel  of  the  wiekednefs  of  our  merchants  in 
foreign  parts  (as  to  the  greateft  number  of  them)  but  my 
defign  is  not  to  treat  of  others  lives  and  mifcarriages,  but 
of  my  own." 

There  he  ttill  continued  profane  and  irreligious;  never 
but  once  or  twice  bowing  his  knees  to  GOD,  though  he 
did  it  to  images  ;  fymbo  izing  with  papitts  in  their  getture, 
to  avoid  their  anger.    He  ipent  the  grcateft  part  of  his 
time  idly,  fcarce  ever  looking  into  a  hittory,  or  any  other 
book.    He  either  played  at  tables,  or  waited  on  his  matter 
while,  he  was  playing.    He  and  his  fellow-fervant  found 
ways  to  tteal  wine  (though  they  had  no  need  of  it,  having 
a  handfome  allowance),  with  which  they  made  an  old 
woman,  who  was  the   houfe-keeper,  drunk.     On  the 
Lord's  days  he  went  to  taverns,  played  at  fhuffle-board  or 
billiards,  'and  went  upon  the  river  for  his  diverfion.  He 
had  alfo  many  temptations  to  commit  fornication,  but  the 
good  providence  of  GOD  preferved  him  from  it.  Thus 
he  lived  in  that  city  a  child  of  Bella!,  about  two  years  and  an 
half;  and  might  have  continued  there  many  more,  had 
not  GOD  prevented  it  in  this  manner  :    His  kinfman  at 
London,  with  whom  an  hundred  pounds  was  left  (to  be 
paid  to  his  matter  in  Portugal,  when  he  fhould  be  bound) 
refufed  to  pay  it  there  in  tinjj'.jh  money ;  hut  gave  order 
to  his  factor  at  Oporto,  to  pay  it  in  Pirtuguefc  money. 
This  his  matter  dilliked,  and  told  him,  he  would  not  take 
him  on  thofe  terms.    He  was  furpri/.cd,  as  he  had  reafon, 
and  nettled  at  thefe  words  :  And  being  afraid  the  time  he 
had  already  ferved  would  not  he  allowed  as  part  of  his 
apprenticefliip,  he  acquainted  his- matter  that  he  was  re- 
folved  to  return  for  England  \  who,  in  difpleafure,  told 
him  :  *  If  you  will  delcrt  my  fervice,  you  fhall  pay  for 
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vour  diet  all  the  time  you  have  been  with  me.'  This  he 
thought  hard  and  unreafonable :  But  he  was  in  the  lioivs 
mouth  ;  therefor?  he  chofe  rather  to  take  up  money  of  the 
factor  before-mentioned,  than  to  continue  at  iuch  uncer- 
tainties. So  he  paid  his  matter  the  fum  which  he  de- 
manded, and  left  O/sr/o. 

From  thence  he  travelled  by  land,  in  company  with  Mr. 
Robin/on,  a  papilt,  the  proconful  of  that  city,  to  Lijbon* 
where  he  tarried  about  three  months,  while  the  fliip,  in 
which  he  returned,  was  taking  in  her  lading.  In  the  mean 
time  he  went  to  fee  the  convent  of  the  EngUJh  jefuits, 
where  he  found  many  young  gentlemen  of  our  nation  re- 
creating themfelves,  and  faw  all  manner  of  attractions  to 
fenfe  and  fancy.  His  fellow-traveller,  out  of  a  defire  to 
enrich  the  fathers,  advifed  him  to  go  home,  get  his  por- 
tion, and  then  return  and  join  himfelf  to  their  fociety, 
that  he  might  live  as  handfomely  and  happily  as  they. 
But  the  fliip  being  now  ready  to  fail,  after  two  years  and 
three  quarters  ftay  in  Portugal,  he  went  on  board,  and  in 
iix  days  arrived  on  the  hnrlljh  fhore.  The  vefTel  was 
bound  for  London,  but  by  ftrefs  of  weather  was  forced 
into  Plymouth.  Upon  his  return  from  Portugal,  he  makes 
the  following  reflections :  "  Every  day,  for  many  years 
Upon  my  knees,  I  have  been  thanking  a  wife  and  gracious 
GOD  for  bringing  me  thence,  and  not  fuffering  me  to  ftay 
there  any  longer.  I  might  have  lived  there  many  years 
more,  got  a  good  eftate,  and  come  home  rich  and  flou- 
rifhing;  but  then  1  fhould  have  dinSonored  GOD  all  that 
time,  and  have  brought  home  infinitely  more  curfes  upon 
my  perfon,  than  crofles  in  my  purfe.  I  fhould  have 
returned  with  a  heart  full  of  pride  and  luft,  and  fuel  to 
feed  them  all  my  days.  But,  blefled  be  GOD  that  I 
tarried  there  not  a  day'longer.  I  would  not  live  there  now 
one  day,  as  I  lived  then  months  and  years,  for  all  the 
riches  in  Portugal?  He  met  with  very  ftormy  weather 
in  his  pafTage,  but  was  unaffected,  both  with  the  danger, 
and  the  mercy  of  GOD  in  preferving  him,  and  bringing 
him  home  in  iafety  from  a  popifh  country ;  nor  did  he 
make  any  fuitable  returns.  The  day  he  landed,  which  was 
Saturday,  he  was  very  drunk.  The  Lord's  day  he  went 
to  church,  and  heard  a  fermon,  but  neither  by  a  thought 
in  his  mind,  nor  a  bill  in  the  congregation,  did  he  give 
thanks  for  his  fafe  arrival ;  yea,  even  on  that  day  he 
dramjc  to  excefs.  The  Monday  morning  he  was  fo  over- 
come with  liquor,  that  when  he  was  come  a  little  way 
out  of  the  town,  he  fell  from  his  horfe,  and  lay,  (as  he 
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was  told)  dead  drunk  in  the  highway ;  from  whence  fie 
was  carried  away  to  an  ale  hoe. ie,  and  put  to-hed.  The 
next  day  he  got  fafe  to  Exctr. 

While  he  continued  there,  which  was  five  or  fix  years, 
he  lived  as  bad,  or  worfe  than  ever.  As  reafon,  bodily 
ftreneth,  money,  credit,  vain  companions,  tsfc.  increafed, 
fo  did  his  crimes.  One  day  he  rid  with  his  mother  to 
Femtofi)  about  twelve  miles  fiom  Exeter.  The  next 
morning,  contrary  to  her  mind,  he  returned  to  the  city, 
and,  that  he  might  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  cavaliers, 
became  furcty  for  one  who  had  been  a  major  in  the  king's 
army,  in  a  bond  of  fome  hundred  pounds.  After  this  he 
drank  to  excefs,  yet  made  a  (hi it  to  r^et  on  horfeback  in 
the  evening.  Jiy  the  way  he  fell  off  his  horfe,  but  got 
up  again,  he  knew  not  how,  and  at  length  came  fafe 
home.  He  reeled  into  the  kitchen,  aiked  his  mother's 
Heffing,  fell  flat  on  his  face  before  her,  and  was  carried 
to-bed.  A  fervant  afked  him,  whether  he  was  not  afraid 
to  lie  alone  ?  He  anfwercd,  u  1  do  not  fear  all  the  devils 
in  hedl,  but  can  go  and  lie  any  where  at  any  time."  He 
flept  (bundly  all  night,  but  the  next  morning,  the  folly 
and  danger  of  his  being  bound  for  the  major  came  into  his 
mind;  his  brain  was  difordered,  and  he  was  hurried  with 
difquieting  thoughts,  which  ended  in  diftraclion  and 
outrageous  madnefs.  He  hath  given  a  particular  account 
of  his  horrid  blafphemies,  dreadful  defpair,  temptations, 
and  attempts  to  defrroy  himfelf;  of  the  vifions,  whimdes, 
confufed  heap  of  ridiculous  fancies,  and  nonfenfical  delu- 
fions,  (as  he  calls  them)  with  which  his  head  was  filled 
during  his  diflra6tion  ;  or  his  being  cured  at  Glaftonbury> 
his  relapfes  into  his  old  fins,  and  the  return  of  his  trouble 
and  mifery,  and  of  his  perfect  recovery  at  lafl. 

He  concludes  this  account  with  thefe  words :  ci  Thus 
I  have  given  a  brief  narrative  of  a  wicked  and  wretched 
life,  a  life  full  of  daring  crimes,  and  vifited  with  dreadful 
judgements,  till  I  was  about  five-and-twenty  years  old. 
Though  GOD  might  then  have  juftly  cut  me  cfF,  and 
call  me  into  hell,  or  have  left  me  to  the  power  of  the 
devil,  and  the  fway  of  my  JufU,  to  have  increafed  my 
eternal  torments  every  minute  of  the  remaining  part  of 
mycontinuance  on  earth:  Yet  fuch  was  his  infinite  good- 
nefs,  iuch  his  incomparable  and  unmatchable  grace,  that 
here  a  period  was  put  to  my  ungodly  courfes,  but  not  to 
mv  days.  I  believe  I  mav  i.ueinv  beginning  to  feek  after 
C » O  f ),  and  my  p  rievet  ance  in  that  fearch  till  I  had 
found  him,  from  this  very  time  :  For  though  I  cannot  tell 
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the  miniiter,  or  fermon  whereby  I  was  converted,  yet,  I 
blefs  GOD,  I  can  fay,  I  am  what  1  was  not ;  I  am  quite 
contrary  to  what  I  was  in  the  part  years  of  my  life,  both 
in  judgement,  heart,  and  converfation ;  and  about  this 
time  1  began,  or  at  leaft  endeavored  fo  to  be.  GOD  was 
pleafed  to  make  ufe  of  all  the  terrors  of  my  confeience, 
thofe  dreadful  convictions,  and  the  lively  apprehenfions  I 
had  of  the  lake  of  fire  and  brimflone,  to  drive  me  from 
fin  and  hell.  And,  if  any  one  was  more  eminently  inftru- 
mental  in  my  converfion  than  another,  I  have  Hill  thought 
Mrs.  Gollop  *  was  the  perlbn." 

After  he  had  lived  at  home  fome  time,  he  rode  to 
Oxford  with  a  nephew  of  his  brother-in-law.  There  he 
met  with  one  of  his  acquaintance,  who  fo  commended  an 
academical  life,  that  he  had  fome  inclination  to  it.  This, 
at  his  return,  he  propofed  to  his  mother,  who  gave  her 
confent,  and  promifed  him  an  handfome  allowance.  He 
went  thither  the  latter  end  of  May,  1657,  in  the  fix-and- 
twentieth  year  of  his  age;  entered  gentleman  commoner 
in  Pembroke  -  College,  and  remained  there  feven  years  f- 

N  2  There 

•  "  I  rejoice  to  hear  that  Mrs.  Cothp  is  with  you.— -I  am  pcr- 
fuaded,  under  GOD,  (he  Has  been  the  prime  inflrument  both  of  the 
health  of  my  body,  and  the  falyation  of  my  foul."  Letter  to  h'ts  Mo- 
ther, Oxon.  O  Saber  4,  1658. 

f  "  While  I  continued  in  the  univcrfity»  (faith  he)  I  kept  my 
chamber  and  ftudy  as  clofcly,  though  I  do  not  fay  a*  fucccf>fully  and 
profitably,  as  any  in  my  time.  And  I  may  well  call  my  going  thither 
a  blefled  and  fuccefsful  enterprize,  and  my  ftr\y  there  the  moft  happy 
and  beneficial  period  of  my  life  hitherto."  He  had  for  his  tutor  Mr. 
Thomas  Cbeefeman,  a  blind  man,  who  came  to  his  chamber.  He  made 
it  his  bufinels  to  recover  his  Grammar  Icuming,  and  in  fome  time  un- 
dcrftood  the  claflics  tolerably  well.  He  ftudied  the  Creek  tongue,  and 
made  fuch  a  piogrefs  in  it,  as  to  read  TbucyJMes,  Herodotus,  and  other 
hiftorians.  Afrerhe  had  gone  through  philoiophy  and  divinity,  he  had 
one  to  teach  him  Hebrenv,  in  which  he  got  fo  much  ftcill,  as  that  he 
read  over  the  Hebrew  bible  fcveral  times.  **  This  I  fpeak,  (faith  he) 
not  to  boaft  of  my  learning  (for  I  know  I  have  very  little)  but  to 
magnify  GOD'i  wonderful  goodnefs  towards  me,  that  he  mould  fo 
compofc  my  brains,  after  fuch  fearful  diftraftion,  as  to  capacitate  me 
for  hard  ftudy  j  and  that  he  did  fo  wonderfully  preferve  my  health,  in 
fuch  a  fedentary  and  inactive  life  ;  (for  I  took  ns  little  recreation  as  any 
man)  whereas  all  my  former  days  were  fpent  in  vain  rovings,  in  foolim 
fportsand  divertions."  In  the  mean  while,  he  was  riotcarelcfs  of  his 
precious  foul,  but  took  proper  and  competent  time  for  fecret  duties.  He 
constantly  attended  upon  chapel-devotions,  he  read  good  books,  and 
examined  himfelf  by  them.  He  attended  Dr.  Conanfs  lefturc  Friday 
morning?,  Dr.  Harris'*  catechetical  lecture  TuefJajs,  and  the  Tburfdajs 
lefture  preached  by  the  canons  of  Cbrift  Cburcb  in  their  own  chapel* 
He  fat  under  Mr.  Hickman**  miniftry,  who  preached  at  St.  Ota-ve'i, 
hard  by  the  college,  on  the  Lord's  days,  and  heard  many  excellent 
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There  he  kept  clofe  to  GOD  in  duty,  anil  to  his  book  ?n 
fludy,  and  increased  in  knowledge ;  findrrighy  experience, 
that  the  heft  ftudying  is*  tiptvn  the  knees.  At  length  he 
began  to  preach,  but  very  privately,  becaufe  ot  the  a& 
againft  conventicles.  Neverthelefs,  on  the  Lord's  day, 
he  ftill  went  with  his  mother  to  his  parifli  church,  (where 
they  had  a  very  good  preacher)  and  heard  the  liturgy  ; 
for  upon  reading  Mr.  Ball  againft  Cany  he  thought  he 
might  lawfully  join  with  thofe  of  the  church  of  England 
in  their  worfliip,  as  long  as  he  was  not  active  in  any  thing 
hefcrupled.    And  he  profefles,  "  I  think,  I  may  lay,  if 

"  ever 

fermons  at  St.  Maty**.  He  received  the  facrament  from  Mr.  Hickman, 
and  Dr.  Langley,  the  matter  of  the  college,  who  adminiftcrcd  it  to  a 
felect  number  of  hit  collegiatcs.  They  had  a  repetition  of  fermons, 
and  folemn  prayer  in  the  college-hall  every  Lord's  day  before  fupper  ; 
and  after  it  he  repeated,  and  prayed  with  three  or  four  young  men  in  his 
chamber.  He  alfo  convcrfed,  and  fometimes  prayed  with  feveral  reli- 
gious ftudents  and  townfmen,  to  his  great  advantage.  But  while  he 
was  thus  endeavoring  to  embeilifh  his  mind  with  learning,  and  his  heart 
with  pace,  he  met  with  temptations ;  as  to  obferve  his  dreams,  &c.  anil 
lie  had  a  dangerous  fuggeftion,  that  by  being  uniform  and  conftant  in  his 
hours  and  days  of  devotion,  he  di (honored  Cbrijl,  placing  duties  in  his 
Read,  and  therefore  he  mould  be  more  rem i is  in  thefc,  and  glorify 
Cbrijl  by  relying  only  upon  his  merits.  Againft  this  temptation  be  was 
fortified,  by  confidermg  that  he  had  difhonored  Cbrifi,  and  therefore 
ought  to  perfcvere  in  the  pcrfonnance  of  duty,  that  he  might  get  greater 
degrees  of  grace  to  honor  him  more.  Upon  K..  Charles  II.'*  refto- 
ration,  he  impartially  tludied  the  controvcrly  with  the  church  of 
England \  reading  Hooker't  Ecclcfiaftical  Polity,  Sprint  and  Burgefs  for 
conformity,  and  Gillefoie,  Paul  Bain,  and  Dr.  Antes  againft  it.  After 
mature  deliberation,  he  refufed  to  fubferibe  to  the  difcipJine  and  cere- 
monies, though  he  knew  that  this  would  expofc  him  to  the  difpleafure  of 
his  mother,  and  near  relations,  and  that  there  was  no  preferment  with- 
out conformity  :  However,  he  kept  his  refolution  to  be  a  miniftcr.  By 
thus  ftudying  the  points  in  debate,  and  feeing  what  plaufible  arguments 
conformilts  nad  for  their  practice,  he  came  to  entertain  favorable 
thoughts  of  them,  thinking  many  of  them  might  with  a  good  con- 
fcience  fubferibe,  and  do  what  he  could  not  have  done  without  fin. 
And  he  was  pcrfuaded,  that  the  fierce  and  uncharitable  on  both  fides, 
in  this  unhappy  controverfy,  were  either  little  read  in  it,  or  elfe  fwayed 
by  paflton  or  intereft,  without,  if  not  againft  their  judgement,  to  revile, 
or  perfecute  the  contrary-minded.  Now  was  Dr.  Langley,  the  matter  of 
Pembroke -College,  ejected  by  the  king's  vifitors  ;  the  chaplain,  who  had 
an  excellent  gift  in  prayer,  reviled,  and  difmifled  by  the  new  mafter } 
repetition  of  fermons  fupprefTed,  and  the  conftitution  and  manners  of 
the  univetfity  lb  altered,  that  he  refolyed  to  leave  it.  He  quitted  the 
college,  and  retired  to  a  private  houfc  in  the  city,  where  he  continued 
about  two  months.  And  forefeeing  what  temptations  he  was  like  to 
meet  with  from  his  friends,  upon  the  account  of  his  principles ;  he 
tlcfired  fome  of  hi*  religious  acquaintance  to  keep  a  faft  with  him,  and 
or  him,  at  Elizabeth  Hampton's,  where  having  been  recommended  to 
I  he  grace  and  conduct  of  GOD,  he  left  Qxj'ord, 
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eveclhadthefpiritof  GOD  moving  upon  my  foul  in  prayer* 
it  hath  been  when  I  have  joined  in  common-prayer.*'  But 
he  never  received  the  facrament  there,  not  being  fatisfied 
in  the  gefture  :  However,  he  did  not  condemn  fuch  as 
ufed  it ;  nor  would  he  keep  any  from  that  ordinance  for 
kneeling  at  it.  His  labors  met  with  good  acceptance 
among lerious  people;  but  the  oppofitions  of  h'i6  relations, 
who  were  prejudiced  againft  nonconforming,  made  him 
walk  with  a  heavy  heart ;  yet  he  kept  his  ground,  not 
receding  from  what  he  thought  his  duty.  And  his  blame- 
lefs  an4  pious  life  procured  him  refpecl,  or  at  leail  pre- 
vented  them  from  difcovering  their  contempt  of  him,  only 
in  difputes  paflions  would  arife.  Mr.  Robert  Atkins>  a 
worthy  and  excellent  nonconformity,  for  whom  he  had  a 
high  eueem,  was  very  defirous  to  have  him  ordained.  At 
full  he  was  fomewhat  averfe  to  it;  but  when  the  Oxford 
act  drove  difTenting  miniflers  from  cities,  corporations, 
and  their  own  benefices,  he  confented,  and  was  folemnly 
fet  apart  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry  in  Somerfet/hire>ibbb. 
He  accufes  himfelf  for  entering  upon  the  miniftry  too 
raftily,  not  duly  confidering  the  weight  and  importance  of 
that  glorious  and  blefled  function;  the  gifts  and  graces 
requilite  as  due  qualifications  for  it;  and  the  temptations 
which  attend  the  faithful  difcharge  of  it.  For  above 
twenty  years  he  preached  once  a  week,  and  adminiftered 
the  Lord's  fupper  every  month,  in  the  midft  of  the  moil 
violent  perfecutions. 

While  K.  Charles's  indulgence  lafted,  which  was  about 
a  year  and  a  quarter,  he  preached  in  a  licenfed  houfe  ; 
when  that  was  recalled)  he  defifted  from  public  preaching 
on  the  Lord's  day>  and  went  to  church  as  formerly,  yet 
he  continued  to  preach  and  admjnifter  the  facrament  at 
other  times,  until  the  revolution.  When  K.  James  gave 
liberty  (if  confeience  by  his  declaration,  {April  1 1,  1087) 
he  would  not  preach  on  the  Lord's  day  till  the  afternoon, 
wheq  the  public  worlhip  was  ended ;  becaufe  he  fufpec^ed' 
a  defign  to  weaken  and  undermine  the  church  of  England; 
ar»d  when  that  was  done,  the  diflenters  might  ©auly  be 
cruihed.  Belides,  he  thought  it  a  great  inftance  of  ar? 
bitrary  government  to  difpenfe  with  the  laws  of  the  land, 
and  that  it  was  done  in  favor  of  the  papifts :  Therefore, 
if  he  had  been  ptofecuted  upon  the  a&  againft  convert* 
tides,  hereiolved  rather  to  fuffer  than  to  plead  the  king's 
declaration,  which  he  thought  contrary  to  the  fcbte&'s 
liberty,  eilablifhed  by  law,  and  tQ  have  a  dire&  tendency 
to  deJlroy  our  roligion.    This  his  moderation  expofed 

N  3  hitu 


Digitized  by  Google 


T   R   O   S   S  E. 


him  to  thecenfures  and  ladies  of  fomc  on  both  fides :  But 
he  enjoyed  peace  of  confcicnce,  and  fatisfadlion  in  what 
lie  did. 

In  the  beginning  of  K.  James  s  reign,  the  diflenters  in 
Exeter  were  obliged  to  meet  very  privately,  and  in  fmall 
numbers,  being  narrowly  watched  by  the  perfecuting 
party,  who  hoped  to  ingratiate  themfelves  with  the  court, 
by  rooting  out  thole  whom  they  called  fanatics.  'About 
.  twenty  perfons,  with  three  agi  d  minifters,  of  whom  Mr. 
TroJJe  was  the  youngeft,  were  met  to  pray  together.  A 
malicious  neighbor  informed  the  magiitrates,  (who  were 
at  the  mayor's  feaft )  that  there  was  a  conventicle.  Three 
of  them,"  attended  with  conftables,  and  fome  of  the 
rabble  fcarched  after,  and  found  out  their  little  meeting. 
When  they  had  given  the  minifters  hard  language,  and 
treated  them  as  if  they  had  been  the  worft  of  malefactors; 
they  offered  them  the  Oxford  oath,  [  «  That  it  is  not 
lawful,  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever,  to  take  up  arms 
againft  the  king,  or  any  commiflioned  by  him.— And  that 
I  will  not  at  any  time  endeavor  any  alteration  of  govern- 
ment, either  in  church -or  ftate.']  He  declared  his  reso- 
lution, not  to  take  it;  becaufe  under  fome  circumftances, 
he  ihould  fwear  againft  his  duty.  He  gave  his  inftances 
and  reafons,  to  which  he  received  no  fatisfactory  anfwer. 
Then  he  defired  leave  to  put  in  the  word  [«  Unlawfully'^]; 
but  they  told  him,  He  mutt  take  it  verbatim,  as  'twas  in 
the  a<9r.  This  he  could  not  do.  He  pleaded,  that  the 
act  did  not  reach  him,  becaufe  he  never  had  a  benefice, 
nor  was  he  legally  convicted  of  keeping  conventicles. 
However,  he  and  Mr.  Gaylard  were  committed  to  prifon 
without  law.  Mr.  Dozvne  took  the  oath,  and  was  not 
impriibned.  Mr.  TroJJe,  and  Mr.  Gaylard  found  three  of 
the  city  minifters  in  the  prifon  on  the  fame  account,  viz. 
Mr.  John  Scarle,  formerly  of  Plymptony  Mr.  Jofeph 
Hallcit,  and  Mr.  John  Hopping.  The  juftices,  not  con- 
tent to  make  a  conventicle  of  this  meeting,  indicted  the 
two  minifters,  and  Mr.  Crifpin>  one  of  their  company, 
for  a  riot,  though  there  were  but  four  old  men,  who  had 
but  two  little  walking- ftaves  with  them,  beftdes  women, 
and  the y  made  no  refilbnce  ;  that  they  might  fine  them  at 
their  pleafure.  To  prevent  this,  they  brought  a  certiorari 
to  remove  it  to  IVcfimhiftery  upon  which  the  rnagiftrates 
dropped  their  profecution  ;  for  they  were  alhamed  to  haVe 
fuch  palpable  oppreftion  feen  in  any  court  but  tbeir  own. 
At  the  fix  months  end,  he  was  difcharged  from  his  con- 
finement, 
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finement,  which  he  efteemed  the  place  of  his  enlarge- 
ment ;  for  the  prifon  Was  inconceivably  better  to  him  than 
4  palace,  more  comfortable,  and  more  profitable  to  his 
foul,  fie  enjoyed  his  health,  followed  his  ltudies,  and 
in  the  night  found  his  meditations  upon  GOD  more  fwect 
than  ever.  When  diflenting  protellants  were  permitted 
and  allowed  to  worfhip  GOD  according  to  their  con- 
sciences, by  a  law  mr.de  in  the  firft  year  of  K.  William 
ana  Q.  Alary,  (commonly  called  the  att  of  toleration)  he 
again  preached  publicly  in  church-time,  and  fo  continued 
to  his  death. 

Mr.  T)  eff'c  had  very  great  abilities  both  natural  and  .ac- 
quired. He  was  a  great  reader,  but  efpecially  of  the  holy 
lcriptu.  es,  the  analogy  of  which  he  preferved  in  his  own 
mind  and  warmly  recommended  to  others.  In  his  fer- 
mons,  l;e  was  very  plain,  perfuafive,  and  methodical ; 
and  was  much  blefted  with  fuccefs  in  his  miniflry.  In  his 
duty,  he  was  very  exact.  He  would  not  baptize  privately, 
but  in  the  congregation.  He  was  alio  very  careful  of 
whom  he  admitted  to  the  Lord's  fupper,  fulpending  dif- 
orderly  walkers  from  that  lacrament,  which  he  thought 
belonged  only  to  the  faithful  and  approved.  He  did  not 
chufe  to  adrr.iniiler  it  to  dying  perfons,  thinking  {to  ufe 
the  words  of  bifhop  Burnet)  that  it  was  *  a  vulgar  and 
fatal  error,  by  which  people  fancy,  if  they  receive  the 
facrament  at  their  death,  their  peace  is  made  with  GOD; 
as  if  it  were  a  paflport  to  heaven.' 

He  was  for  finging  Dai  'uC s  Pfaltns,  and  fcripture  hymns, 
and  joined  with  the  congregation  in  the  performance  of 
that  duty  with  much  affection.  He  would  not  rife  from 
his  feat,  or  put  forth  his  hand  to  receive  a  note,  though 
held  up  to  him,  until  the  finging  was  ended;  much  lels 
would  he  employ  himfelt  in  reading  over  fuch  notes  as 
were  put  up,  while  others  were  praifing  GOD.  He  dif- 
Jiked  the  ufe  of  h\mns  of  private  compofure  in  GOD's 
public  worfhip.  Whereas  Mr.  Rompfitld  feemed  to  be  of 
the  opinion,  that  it  would  be  better  to  have  mens,  or  mi- 
nifters  own  inventions  in  finging  of  pfalms,  than  the  di- 
vine infpirations  ot  Davidy  and  other  authors  in  fcripture: 
"  When  1  can  believe  (faith  he)  tint  theirs  can  be  bet- 
ter than  thole  in  fciip:ure  ;  or  can  be  convinced,  that  there 
is  neither  pfabn,  nor  hymn  in  the  ISible,  that  can  fit  a 
prefent  condition,  cither  for  prayer,  or  praifc,  or  grati- 
tude, tsV.  1  will  think  fo  :  I»ut  as  to  the  former  of  thefe. 
two,  1  hope  I  ihall  never  beii'  \e  it ;  and  as  to  the  latter, 
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I  think  it  is  not  likely  to  fall  out  in  my  days."  He  (hewed 
great  reverence  in  the  worfhip  of  GOD,  and  was  difpleafcd 
with  the  rudenefs  and  careleifnefs  of  others.  Though  he 
did  not  think  that  one  place  under  the  gofpel  is  more  holy 
than  another,  fo  as  to  render  the  fervice  performed  in  it 
more  acceptable  to  GOD,  or  that  bodily  reverence  is  due 
unto  it ;  yet  he  thought  that  while  chriftians  were  aflem- 
bled  for,  and  actually  engaged  in  public  ordinances,  the 
want  of  outward  reverence  betraved  an  ill  temper  of  mind. 
When  he  did  not  pray,  or  preacn  himfelf,  he  gave  a  good 
example,  frequently  'kneeling  in  prayer,  and  continuing 
uncovered  as  long  as  any  exercifes  of  religion  were  per- 
forming, and  no  longer.  He  did  not  love  to  fee  any  put 
themfelves  into  lazy  and  indecent  poftures,  while  they 
were  employed  in  holy  things,  as  if  they  had  no  fenfe  of 
what  they  were  doing,  or  deiigned  to  affront  that  glorious 
Majelty  with  whom  they  had  to  do. 

He  behaved  himfelf  as  a  fon  of  peace,  and  was  of  a  mo- 
derate  healing  fpirit.  His  principles  and  practices  were 
truly  catholic,  he  longed  for  the  union  of  chriftians  in 
t\\Mc  things  which  are  eflenti^l  to  chriitianity ;  bewailed 
the  breaches  and  divifions  which  are  among  protelUnts, 
and  would  have  done  any  thing  hut  fin  in  order  to 'heal 
them.  He  was  a  happy  inftrumerit  of  maintaining  unity 
and  concord  in  the  city  where  he  lived,  and  of  reitoring 
it  to  other  places.  For  many  years  before  his  death  there 
were  no  confideiahle  differences*  or  animolitics  among  thofe 
who  belonged  to  the  three  united  congregations  in  Exeter, 
upon  whom  he  bellowed  hjs  labors.  He  heard  many 'dif- 
ferences, and  was  often  deli  rod  to  make  up  breaches,  and 
decide  controvei  lies,  in  which  l)e  had  good  fuccefs ;  per- 
sons being  generally  pleafcd  with  his  determinations. 
\Vhilcfome,  who  know  not  the  way  qf  peace,  are  (as  one 
fays)  for  unchurching,  unchriftcning,  and  unrniniftering 
rote  Hants  at  home  and  abroad  ;  he  owned  all  fuch  as  were 
united  to  Chr'ijl  the  head,  and  did  not  think  that  others 
clifciuiming  us,"  as  if  we  were  not  children  of  th>  fame  Fa- 
ther, would  warrant  our  difowning,  or  rejecting  them  ; 
for  froward  uncharitable  brethren  are  brethren  ilill.  His 
<"-.:i!  came  not  into  their  fecret,  who,  having  their  hearts 
irjfiamed  with  r^m  zeal,  fet  the  church  and  the  world  on 
lire.  To  one  \v)io  wrote,  that  it  was  nop  without  a  very 
fenfible  regret  tljat  he  was  foiced  to  diflent  from  him,  about 
the  new  ringing;  he  replied,  "  You  h:ivc  no  more  reafon 
to  regret  your  iliflent  from  me,  than  I  have  mine  from 
you;  lor  in  alf  things  we  cannot  agrje  till  we  come  to 
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know  as  we  are  known,  and  to  ting  our  hallelujahs  in  an 
everlalling  contort,  where  our  voices  will  never  clam,  nor 
ihall  we  any  more  difpute  about,  nor  trouble  one  another 
for  the  moae  of  them."  This  his  peaceable  temper  made 
Mr.  Baxter  thus  conclude  a  letter,  which  he  wrote  him 
but  a  few  months  before  his  own  death,  Auguft  8,  1691, 
*  Dear  brother,  I  rejoice  to  hear  of  your  health,  and  la- 
bor, and  love  to  concord  and  moderation,  being  your 
languifhing,  now  ufelefs  fellow-fervant.'  I  fhall  end 
this  obfervation  with  that  prayer,  wherewith  he  con- 
cludes his  Vindication  of  his  Difcourfe  of  Schifm ; 
"  The  Lord,  the  GOD  of  all  flefli,  and  the  Father  of 
all  fpirits,  pour  out  the  fpirit  of  love,  wifdom,  humility 
and  forbearance,  upon  all  his  faithful  fervants,  that  whereto 
we  have  attained  in  the  grand  and  faving  fundamentals  of 
dcclrine  and  practice,  we  may  all  walk  by  the  fame  rule, 
and  mifld  the  fame  things,  and  wherein  we  are  otherwile 
minded,  and  differ  in  remote  matters  from  thofe  funda- 
mentals, we  may  wait  till  GOD  ihall  reveal  the  truth  unto 
us;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  grant  us  condefcending,  heal- 
ing, and  forbearing  fpirits  mutually  toward  each  other, 
and  hufli  all  uncharitable,  violent,  and  rending  fpirits  and 
methods,  whereby  our  breaches  are  more  widened,  GOD 
more  difhonored,  fatan  more  pleafed,  and  fin  and  guilt 
more  increased ;  that,  if  poffible,  peace  and  unity  may  be 
had  on  earth,  if  not,  this  is  our  comfort,  that  ^will  be 
compleated  and  eternalized  in  heaven." 

When  he  had  a  family,  he  walked  within  his  houfe  with  a 
per/eft  hearty  and  was  an  example  of  ftric"t  and  ferious  god- 
jinefs.  A.  D.  i68o;  he  married  Sufawia,  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  Richard White,  an  em  inent  merchant  in  Exeter,  of  whom/ 
he  himfelf  fays,  that  "  Ihe  was  pious  and  religious,  pru- 
dent and  frugal,  fober  and  temperate,  fedate  and  com- 
pofed,  feldpm  or  never  moved  with  pafTior),  a  very  der 
Jightfui  and  advantageous  yoke-fellow."  He  was  a  very 
arFe.&ionate  huiband  to  her,  and  mod  companionate! y  ten- 
der of  her  in  afflictions  ;  he  made  proviiion  for  her  by  his 
will,  and  left  her  a  comfortable  maintenance.  He  paid 
great  refpedfc  t.o  her  parents,  and  was  kind  ai;d  obliging  to 
ber  brothers  and  fillers.  He  once  took  a  journey  of  near 
fourfcore  miles,  on  purpofe  to  vifit  and  comfort  or.'.-  of 
her  fillers  when  flie  labore.l  under  fpi ritual  trouble.  Tq 
his  fervants  he  was  a  kind  and  gentle  mailer,  being  careful 
pt*  thtm  in  health  and  ficknefs,  intfrucViru;  thein  in,  and 
exhorting  them  to  their  d  ity,  and  caliir.-  upon  them  to 
l^dee/n  tme  for  .e:4et  [rayer.    His  n-  ek  and  <jui-.'t  fpirit 
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made-  him  eafy  with  his  domeflics  ;  he  neither  fpaks 
roughlv  to  them  lor  trivial  matters,  nor  did  lie  aggravate 
fuch  faults  as  were  committed  through  fcrgetfulnels,  but 
rather  excufed  what  was  not  fmful.  Under  feveral  tits  of 
licknefs,  and  disorders  of  body,  he  enjoy'd  a  blefTed  com- 
pofure  of  mind,  and  good  hope  of  evei  lading  happinefs, 
without  any  anxieties  about  his  future  ilate.  When  lie 
was  ill  in  a  Pttifncuminy,  a  worthy  miniltcr  who  vifitcd 
him,  afked  him  how  lie  did,  he  anfwered,  "  Here  my 
heavenly  Father  is  pleafed  to  lay  his  rod  upon  my  back, 
but  1  dciire  to  biefs  him  for  that  he  fhines  upon  my  con- 
Icicnce."  At  another  time  he  laid  to  another  pious  mini- 
ltcr, "  GOD  hath  made  me  to  fee  that  he  is  well  pleafed 
with  me  in  Jefus"  To  one  who  alked  him,  whether  he 
had  allurance  ;  he  replied,  "  1  have  a  ftrong  confidence  of 
heaven,  and  believe  1  mail  go  thither  :  But  I  never  had 
any  great  joys,  except  when  1  was  in  prifon,  and  in  a 
great  ficknefs  in  i(>88."  In  another  licknefs,  he  laid  to 
feme  who  flood  by  his  beds-fide,  "  Death  is  no  terror  to 
me,  1  can  look  with  comfort  into  the  grave."  And  at 
another  time,  "  It  is  no  more  to  me  to  die,  or  to  think 
of  dving,  than  to  go  from  one  room  to  another."  Again, 
he  (aid  to  a  relation,  "  As  far  as  I  know,  all  is  well 
withi:;."  Dining  at  a  friend's  houfe,  when  foine  prefent 
expreuld  their  fears  of  the  fmall-pox  ;  he  faid,  "  Let 
tliem  be  afraid  to  die,  who  have  no  GOD  to  go  to/' 

For  fome  weeks  before  his  deceafe,  he  complained  that 
he  was  weak,  and  indifpofed  ;  yet  would  not  remit  any 
thing  of  his  public  work,  private  iludies,  or  fecret  devo- 
tions, lie  had  been  long  preparing  for,  and  expecting  his 
diffolution.  And  the  evening  before  he  was  taken  awav,  hs 
to!d  his  win  very  pofitively,  that  the  time  of  his  depar- 
-  turc  was  at  hand.  This  he  fpake  with  a  great  deal  of  chrif- 
riar.  courage,  without  betraying  anv  fl.uifh  fear.  When 
he  perceived  that  Ike  was  mucli  aiY.Cted  with  his  woids,  he 
dt  fired  lier  not  to  be  troubled,  and  put  her  in  mind  that  he 
had  been  a  great  while  with  her.  She  being  folicitcus 
about  an  afi'nr  ot  confequence,  inquired  of  him  concern- 
ing ir.  He  laid,  he  would  not  think,  or  fpeak  About  the 
world  then  ;  for  he  would  prepare  for  the  LordVday  which 
was  approaching,  but  on  Monday  (GOD  willing)  he  would 
fat  is  5  y  Iter,  Though  he  did  not  live  ril!  that  time,  the 
found  all  iiife  and  well.  'I 'he  Lord"s-d..y  lie  rofe  r.uly  in 
tlie  morning,  and  pr  vehed  at  the  mee'n  g  near  Sjuib-^tt 
in  the  io.viu  i..:.  Though  his  indi'polirion  grew  upon 
him,  it  d.d  r.'jt  hnraVr  r..::i  from  going  i!:;uu£h  his  work. 
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In  his  prayer  after  fermon,  he  gave  thanks  to  GOD  for 
aflliling  hini  who  was  weak  in  body,  but  (as  he  was  pleafed 
to  fay,  according  to  his  wonted  humility)  much  more  weak 
in  his  foul.  As  he  was  returning  home,  being  feized  with 
faintnefs,  and  carried  into  an  apothecary's  houfe,  he  faid, 
"  I  am  dying."  When  he  was  a  little  recovered,  and  had 
a  profpect  of  the  King  of  Terrors,  who  was  ju It  ready  to 
feize  him,  he  was  not  at  all  difmayed,  but  looked  the  lafl 
enemy  in  the  face  with  comfort,  and  received  the  fentence 
of  death  with  chearfulnefs,  faying  to  thofe  friends  who 
were  about  him,  "  There  will  fhortly  be  an  end  of  all  fin, 
forrow  and  trouble.  1  thank  you  fpr  all  your  kindnefles 
to  an  unworthy  fervant  of  Chrift"  When  they  expoftu- 
lated  with  him  for  preaching  under  fuch  diforders,  he  faid, 
<4  It  becomes  a  Miniiter  to  dye  preaching."  He  could  not 
be  prevailed  upon  to  be  carried  in  a  chair,  but  walked 
home.  Before  he  got  thither  he  began  to  grow  faint  again. 
An  intimate  friend,  who  attended  him,  entieated  him  \o  fit 
down,  but  lie  refufed.  When  he  was  juft  got  into  his  own 
houfe,  he  fell  down ;  after  which  his  lips  kept  moving  for 
fome  time.  Though  his  tongue,  which  had  been  a  ready 
and  faithful  fervant,  now  failed  him,  yet  he  feemed  to  be 
ftill  breathing  after  GOD  in  fervent  prayer;*  his  friend 
thought  he  heard  him  pronounce  the  words,  Jcfus  fake. 
The  phyfician  was  called,  and  rich  cordials  adminiAered, 
but  could  not  reach  his  cafe,  and  renew  a  life  quite  fpent 
and  worn  out  in  labor  and  watchings,  and  fo  in  about 
three  quarters  of  an  hour  he  quietly  lurrendcred  his  fpirit 
to  GOD,  about  one  o'clock,  the  nth  of  January  17J-J-, 
when  he  had  lived  eighty- one  years  and  eleven  weeks,  and 
been  an  ordained  minifler  above  fix  and  forty  years. 

On  the  Thurfday  following,  January  the  15th,  his  re- 
mains were  carried  from  his  own  houfe  to  St.  Bartholomew 's 
church- yard,  in  Exeter,  attended  by  a  very  great  mul- 
titude, among  whom  were  many  of  the  gentry  of  the  city 
and  county,  who  did  him  honor  at  his  death.  He  was 
buried  near  the  eaft  wall,  by  the  grave  of  a  kinfman  who 
bore  his  name.  His  executrix  hath  erected  over  him  a 
plain  fair  monument,  on  the  top  of  which,  being  a  black 
marble  (tone,  is  the  following  epitaph  of  his  own  com- 
pofing. 

liiO 

*  What  was  faid  of  hifliop  Jexvrf  mighl  be  cpr.l'cd  to  Mm  ;  *  it  is 
hard  to  determine,  whether  hu  mtoral  heat,  or  hi*;  zeal  was  fi.ft  extin- 
guifhed ;  whether  his  prayers,  or  his  fyul  tuft  u;iivci!  heaven  ;  fo:  l.s 
dkd  praying, 'and  grayed  dying." 
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Hie  jaeet  \ 
Peecatorum  maxintus, 
Sanelorum  minimus, 
Coneionatorum  indigmfftmus,  \ 
GEORGIUS  TRObSE, 
Hujus  Civitatis  Indigena  &  Ineola  : 
£hti  huic  mali^no  voledixit  Mundo 
ilndecirno  Die  Men/is  januarii, 
Jnno  Dom.  MDCCXII. 
jEtat.  Sua  LXXXII. 

His  Works.  "  I.  The  Lord's  day  Vindicated  :  Or  the 
nrft  Day  of  the  Week  the  Chriftian  Sabbath.  In  anfwer 
to  Mr.  'Bampfc!<fs  Plea  for  the  feventh  Day,  in  his  En- 
quiry, Whether  Jefus  Chri/i  be  Jehovah,  and  gave  the 
moral  Law  ?  And  whether  the  fourth  Command  be  re- 
pealed or  altered  ?  By  G.  T.  a  well  wifher  to  Truth  and 
Concord.  London,  printed  1682,  2i>o.  II.  The  PaAor's 
Care  and  Dignity,  and  the  People's  Duty.  A  Sermon 
preached  at  the  Affembly  of  Minifters  at  Taunton,  the  7th 
of  September,  1692.  By  G>  7*.  London,  printed  1693.  %vo* 
III.  A  Difcourfe  of  Schifm,  defigned  for  the  Satisfaction 
of  confeientious  and  peaceable  DilFenters.  London,  printed 
1701.  4to.  IV,  A  defence  of  a  brief  Difcourfe  of  Schifm, 
defigned  for  the  Satisfaction  of  peaceable  and  confeientious 
Diuenters  :  Being  an  Anfwer  to  Jerius  Proflratus,  6tc. 
Eton,  printed  1702.  4^.  V.  Mr.  Trojfes  Vindication  of 
himfelf  from  feveral  Afperfions  caft  upon  him.  Exon, 
printed  1709.  8^.  VI.  He  alfo  drew  up  the  Explication 
of  the  rive  laft  Anfwers,  in  Mr.  Flavefs  Expofition  of  the 
Aflembly's  Catechifm,  and  put  a  Preface  to  it," 


THOMAS  HALYBURTON, 

Profefibrof  Divinity  in  the  Univerfity  of  St.  Andrew's. 

TH  E  account,  which  Mr.  Halyburton  himfelf  has 
given,  of  his  own  life  and  experience,  is  fo  volur 
roinous  and  diversified,  that  it  is  impoflible  for  us,  how- 
ever edifying  in  itfelf,  to  introduce  even  a  moderate  ex- 
tract into  thefe  volumes.  We  are  readv  to  own,  that  our 
limits  are  too  confined  to  extend  the  accounts  of  many  ex- 
cellent perfons,  or  to  admit  thofe  of  others,  whom  xvp 
^ic aid  }pve  been  glad,  for  pubjic  ufefulnefs,  tQ  have  colr 
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Iecled  and  comprized  :  But  we  cannot,  with  juftice  to  our 
propofals,  go  beyond  thofe  limits,  and  therefore  mult  do 
as  well  as  we  can  within  them. 

Mr,  Thomas  Haliburton,  or  Halyburton,  was  born  at 
Duplin  in  the  pariih  of  Aberdalgy,  near  Perth,  Dec,  25, 
1674*  His  rather  had  been  miuifter  of  that  pariih,  but 
was,  in  the  year  1662,  ejected,  with  about  three  hundred 
minifters  more,  for  nonconformity.— What  pity  is  it,  thar 
good  men  (hould  worry  each  other  t — They  ihould  leave 
barking  and  biting  to  the  wolves  of  the  world.  His  father 
died  in  1682,  in  the  55th  year  of  his  age;  and  his  mo- 
ther, who  appears  to  have  been  an  excellent  woman, with- 
drew into  Holland  from  the  violences  of  the  times,  with 
this  her  fon  Thomas,  and  his  elder  fifter  Janet  with  her 
hulband.  Mr.  Haliburton  was  then  very  young.  While 
he  was  in  this  country,  he  was  put  to  Erajmus*  fchool  to 
learn  Latin,  which  language  he  acquired  as  well  as  the 
Dutch  :  And  he  continued  here  till  Auguft  1687,  when  he 
narrowly  efcaped  (hip wreck  in  returning  to  Scotland* 
Upon  his  return,  he  refumed  his  ftudies,  and  at  length 
was  fent  to  the  univerfity,  where  he  made  great  profi- 
ciency. When  he  had  finifhed  his  courfe  there,  he  became 
chaplain  to  a  noble  family,  in  which  he  met  a  perfon  of 
deiltical  principles,  who,  in  the  falle  apoftlelhip  of  per- 
verfion,  gave  him  no  fmall  trouble.  This  engaged  him  to 
ftudy  the  controverfy  with  care ;  and  the  fruit  of  his 
ftudies  upon  this  head  may  be  feen  in  his  book  againft  the 
deills. 

It  doth  not  appear,  however,  that  he  had  made  theo- 
logy his  particular  ftudy  above  two  years,  before  the  pref- 
bytery  or  Kirkaldie  importuned  him  to  enter  upon  trials 
for  the  miniftry ;  and  accordingly  he  was  licenfed  by  them 
to  preach,  June  22,  1699. 

He  was  appointed  minifter  of  Ceres  pariih,  May  1, 
1700 :  And,  in  the  following  year  he  married  with  Janet, 
daughter  of  Mr.  David  Watjon,  heritor  in  the  pariih  of 
St.  Jindrctvs,  a  perfon  of  an  amiable  character.  By  her 
he  had  three  fons  and  fix  daughters,  moll  of  whom,  to- 
gether with  their  mother,  furvived  him. 

Within  a  few  years  after  his  fettlement  at  Ceres,  his 
health  began  to  fail ;  and  at  length  his  indifpofitions  fo 
much  increafed,  that  with  great  difficulty  he  went  through 
the  labors  incident  to  lb  large  a  parifli. 

In  April  1 7 10,  he  was  appointed,  by  patent  from  Q. 
Anne,  proferfbr  of  divinity  in  the  new  college  of  St. 
Andrews,  through  the  mediation  of  the  fynod  of  Fife  : 

And, 
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And,  in  this  fituation,  on  the  23d  of  September,  1712,  he 
refigned  this  dying  life  to  live  for  ever. 

As  to  his  perfon,  he  was  but  of  low  ftature,  his  body 
thin  and  fmall,  with  black  hair  and  a  fair  complexion. 
His  temper  was  naturally  very  pleafant  and  chearful  ;  nor 
was  it's  evennefs  impaired  by  his  frequent  difordcrs.  *  He 
had  (fays  a  writer  of  his  own  country)  a  peculiar  talent 
for  eompofing  differences.  The  profpecl  of  divifions  was 
afflicting  to  him  :  And  had  fome  others  been  bleffed  with 
more  of  this  fpirit,  his  and  our  fears  had  been  utterly  dif- 
nppointed.*  In  a  word,  he  was  very  diligent  in  his  tunc- 
tion,  ufing  to  fay,  "  A  lazy  miniiter  in  his  younger  years 
would  make  a  poor  old  man  r  And  his  life  and  converfation 
Were  very  exemplary  and  very  edifying,  upon  all  other 
occafions. 

As  he  lived,  fo  he  died,  full  of  comfort  and  of  confi- 
dence in  his  GOD.  Some  few  extracts,  from  the  large* 
account  given  in  his  memoirs,  may  at  once  convince  the 
Reader  of  this,  and  edify  him  too. 

He  departed,  we  have  obferved,  orl  (he  23d  of  September, 
1712;  and  on  the  18th  preceding,  being  then  on  his 
death-bed,  he  faid  to  a  friend ;  "  O  what  a  terrible  con- 
flict had  I  yefterday  !  But  I  can  now  fay, — /  have  fought 
the  good  fight,  I  have  kept  the  faith*  He  hath  now  filled 
tny  mouth  with  a  new  long,  Jehovah-jirch,  in  the  mount  of 
the  Lord  it  Jhall  be  fecn.  Pra'tfe  is  comely  for  the  upright, 
I  mall  (hortly  get  a  different  fight  of  GOD  from  what  I 
have  ever  had,  and  /hall  be  more  meet  to  praife  him  for 
ever.  O  the  thoughts  of  an  incarnate  GOD  are  fweet 
and  ravifhing !  And  O  how  I  wonder  at  myfelf  that  I 
do  not  love  him  more,  that  I  do  not  admire  him  more  ! 
What  a  wonder  that  I  enjoy  fuch  compofure  under  all  my 
bodily  pain,  and  in  the  view  of  death !  What  a  mercy, 
that  having  the  ufe  of  my  reafon  I  can  declare  his  good- 
nefs  to  me  !"  On  this  occafion  he  faid  to  his  wife,—"  He 
came  to  me  in  the  third  watch  cf  the  night,  walking  upon  the 
waters ;  and  faid  to  me,—/  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  be- 
ginning and  the  end*  I  was  dead,  and  am  alive,  and  live  for 
evermore,  and  have  the  kep  cf  hell  and  of  death.  He  hath 
ftilled  the  tempeft,  and  there  is  a  fweet  calm  in  my  foul." 

Being  attended  by  the  phyfician,  he  faid  to  him,  "  The 
greateft  kindnefs  I  am  now  able  to  fhew  you,  is  to  com- 
mend religion  to  you.  There  is,  doctor,  a  reality  in  re- 
ligion. This  is  an  age  that  hath  loft  the  fenfe  of  it.  But 
he  hath  not  [aid  to  the  feed  of  Jacob,  feck  ye  my  face  in  vairi. 
I  blefs  the  Lord,  I  have  feen,  that  holinefs  yields  peace 
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fend  comfort  in  profperity  and  adverfity  :  Therefore  I  am 
mt  ajhamcd  of  tie  go  fad  of  Chrijl,  beeaufe  it  is  the  power  of 
(iOL>  unto  falvation  to  every  cue  that  bclicveth.  I  am  fo  far 
from  altering  my  thoughts  of  religion  on  account  of  the 
oppofition  it  meets  with,  and  the  contempt  with  which  it 
is  treated,  that  thefe  things  endear  it  the  more  to  mc.  For 
(he  fimplictty  of  gofpel-worfhip,  many  mull  have  notv-a- 
days  the  pomp  and. parade  of  devotion.  This  is  an  evidence 
of  the  decay  of  religion  :  For  when  people  have  not  the 
power  and  fpirituality  of  it  in  their  hearts,  they  mull  have 
iomething  to  pleafc  their  Tenfes.  This  is  my 'judgement, 
and  I  fpeak  the  words  of  truth  and  fobemefs :  Every  one 
that  is  in  Cirijl  fefm  is  a  new  creature.  He  hath  union 
with  Chrijl,  and  a  new  nature.  This  is  the  ground -work 
of  the  matter.  The  chriilian  religion  is  litrle  underftood 
by  molt  of  us.  Get  acquaintance  with  GOD.  'Tis  good 
to  have  him  to  go  to,  when  we  are  turning  our  faces  to 
the  wall.  He  is  known  for  a  refuge  in  the  palaces  of  Si  on,  a 
very  prefent  help  in  trouble.  But,  O,  the  It  range  ha  rdnefs 
in  the  heart  or  man  !  I  believe  there  are  few  who  are  come 
to  maturity,  but,  when  they  fee  others  dying,  fall  under  a 
con  vision  that  they  themfelves  muft  die  ;  yet  they  arc 
not  duly  affected  with  it.  What  they  fee,  is  like  one  riling 
from  the  dead.  They  have  Moles  and  the  prophets  ;  ;/  they 
hear  not  them,  neither  will  they  be  perfuaded  though  one  rzfs 
from  the  dead*  We  mull  have  an  ear  from  GOD  before 
we  can  hear."  On  that  day  he  had,  at  his  own  defue, 
one  of  Mr.  Rutherford's  letters  read  to  him.  Whereupon, 
addrefling  himfclf  to  thofe  about  him,  he  faid,  "  That  is 
a  book  I  would  commend  to  you  all.  There  is  more 
practical  religion  in  that  letter  (the  139th  to  Mr.  John 
Afein)  than  in  fome  large  volumes  on  the  fubjecl." 

Being  attended  by  the  apothecary,  a  young  man,  he  faid 
to  him,  "  The  Lord  lhew  you  mercy.  Study  religion  in 
your  younger  years ;  and  remember,  that  vou  will,  on  .t 
death-bed,  have  no  comfort  without  it.  And  1  folemnly 
warn  you,  that  if  you  fhall  become  hardened  by  the  fre- 
quent fight  of  perfons  in  my  circum fiances,  you  will  b? 
in  danger  of  lofing  all  fennbility  of  conference,  and  of 
being  hardened  for  ever."  To  three  of  his  brethren  in  the 
miniltry,  he  faid,  "  When  I  have  been  diligent  in  ftudy 
and  meditation,  I  have  ever  found  the  Lord  lhining  upon 
me,  and  teftifying  his  approbation.  There  is  nothing  to 
be  had  with  a  flack  hand.  It  was  the  delight  of  mv  heart 
to  preach  the  gofpel,  infomuch  that  it  made  me  fometimes 
neg!e&  a  frail  body.    1  have  ever  thought,  that  if  I  could 
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Contribute  to  the  faving  of  a  foul,  it  would  be  a  ftar,  a 
crown,  and  a  glorious  crown.  I  know  that  this  was  the 
thing  I  aimed  at.  I  dellred  to  decreafe,  that  the  Bride- 
groom might  increafe;  and  to  be  nothing,  that  he  might 
be  all ;  and  I  rejoice  in  his  highnefs.  I  was  fond  enough 
of  books  ;  but  1  muft  tell  you,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  my 
miniftry,  what  the  Lord  let  me  fee  of  my  bad  heart,  and 
of  what  was  neceffary  againft  it,  was  of  more  avail  than  all 
my  books."  Afterwards,  to  two  other  minifters,  he  faid, 
*'  The  work  of  the  mininry  was*  my  deliberate  choice. 
And  were  my  days  to  be  much  lengthened,  and  the  times 
at  hand  as  troublefome  as  they  are  like  to  be,  I  would  ra- 
ther be  a  contemned  minifter  of  GOD  than  the  greateft 
prince  on  earth.  1  preached  the  gofpel  with  pleafure;  for 
I  loved  it,  as  the  falvation  of  my  own  foul  was  upon  it  ; 
and  I  have  not  changed  my  thoughts  of  it  lince.  I  exhort 
you  to  be  very  diligent.  There  may  be  hard  conflicts. 
We  are  all  good,  untried  :  But  we  have  need  to  watch  and 
be  fober,  and  to  have  on  us  continually  the  whole  armor 

cf  god:' 

To  a  certain  gentleman  who  was  on  a  vifit  to  him,  he 
faid,  "  Follow  the  example  of  Jefus  Chnft^  and  be  con- 
verfant  with  the  word  of  GOD.  Be  careful  not  only  to 
read  the  word  (you  may  foon  be  tired  of  that)  but  like- 
wife  to  pray  for  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  to  quicken  it. 
For  when  this  fliall  be  granted,  you  will  purftie  the  word 
as  the  child  does  the  breaft,  who  cannot  live  without  it. 
And,  withal,  be  diligent  in  your  attendance  on  ordinances." 
On  the  fame  day,  he  faid  to  another  perfon,  "  Let  not  the 
fcorn  and  contempt,  which  are  thrown  on  religion,  induce 
you  to  give  it  up.  You  have  found  it  not  in  vain  to  feek 
the  Lord.  The  fcriptures  of  truth  are  writings  contemned 
of  men,  but  they  are  able  to  make  you  wife  to  falvation. 
You  will  find  your  account  in  converfing  with  them* 
The  courfe  I  have  weakly  followed  hath  been  at  leaft  to 
lide  with  them  that  are  for  GOD  :  And,  now  'tis  come  to 
a  pufli,  1  have  peace.  I  have  always  wifhed  to  have  GOD 
for  my  GOD,  and  to  have  the  heritage  of  his  chofen.  And 
1  have  heard  fome  of  them,  who  have  walked  contrary  to 
him,  and  forfaken  him,  when  they  were  brought  to  ex- 
tremities cry  out,  each  for  himfelf, — 1  Shame  on  the  way 
which  I  have  run.'  The  next  night,  finding  fome  fweat  on 
his  face,  he  faid,  "  I  fancy  'tis  an  indication  of  a  greater 
change.  But  I  know  not  how  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  one, 
who  hath  met  with  fo  much  of  GOD  as  I  have,  fhould 
be  fo  difingenuous  as  in  the  leaft  to  doubt  him  for  what  \s 

"  to 


Digitized  by  Google 


HALYBURTON 


to  follow.  O  what  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  curfed  un- 
belief, have  I !  O  how  much  hath  GOD  honored  me  !  O 
that  I  fhould  yet  have  fuch  an  enemy  in  my  bofom  as  an 
evil  heart !"  The  lame  night,  after  the  reading  to  him,  at 
his  own  defire,  of  fome  comforting  paffages  in  the  word 
of  GOD,  hefaid,— "  Now,  there  it  is  all.  1  was  under  an 
heavy  damp,  but  GOD  hath  delivered  me,  and  filled  me 
with  peace  :  And  I  hope  he  will  deliver  me,  even  from 
that  which  I  have  feared  in  death.  I  hope  the  GOD  of 
peace  will  lb  bruife  fatan  under  my  feet  fhortly,  as  that  he 
ihall  get  up  no  more;  and  give  me  the  vi&ory  over  a  cun- 
ning world  and  a  deceitful  heart.  O  many  a  weary  day  I 
have  had  with  my  unbelief." 

On  September  19,  in  the  morning,  being  defired  to  lie  frill, 
and  try  if  he  could  not  lleep,  he  replied* — "  Should  not  I 
employ  the  laft  remains  of  my  firength  to  fet  forth  his 
glory  r"    Then,  lifting  up  his  hands,  he  faid, — "  Lame 
hands,  and  lame  legs ;  (his  hands  and  legs  being  greatly 
fwelled)  but  fee  a  lame  man  leaping  and  rejoicing.'*  Find- 
ing himfelf,  before  noon,  very  weak,  he  took  leave  of  his 
wife  and  children,  faluting  and  fpeaking  particularly  to 
each.    His  words  on  this  occafion  to  his  wife  were, — "  A 
kind  and  affectionate  wife  you  have  been.  The  Lord  blefs 
you  ;  and  he  will  blefs  you."    After  this,  having  his  fer- 
vants  called  together,  he  faid  to  them, — "  My  dear  friends, 
make  religion  your  main  bufinefs,  and  mind  that  above  all 
things.    I  charge  you  all,  beware  of  gracelefs  mailers,  and 
endeavor  to  live  with  thofe  that  fear  GOD."    He  then 
faid,—"  Here  is  a  demonftration  of  the  reality  and  power 
of  faith  and  godlinefs.    I,  a  poor,  weak,  and  timorous 
man,  once  as  much  afraid  of  death  as  any  one. ;  I,  who  was 
many  years  under  the  terrors  of  death,  come,  in  the  mercy 
of  GOD,  and  by  the  power  of  his  grace,  compofedly  and 
with  joy  to  look  death  in  the  face.  I  have  feen  it  in  its  pale- 
nefs,  and  all  the  circumftances  of  horror  that  attend 
it.    I  dare  look  it  in  the  face  in  its  moft  ghafUy  fhape, 
and  hope  to  have,  in  a  little  time,  the  viclorv  over  it." 
Some  minifters  being  come  to  fee  him,  he  faid.  to  them 
among  other  things,  «c  Well,  firs,  what  fhall  we  fay  of 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chr'tjl  ?  He  is  altogether  lovely.    O  ftudy 
the  word.    Obferve  the  accomplishment  of  it.    'Tis  the 
thing  1  have  loved  all  my  days,  and  'tis  fweet  to  the  laft." 
Afterwards,  exhorting  fome  to  think  of  death,  he  {"aid, 
**  To  think  of  death  is  a  profitable  thing.    But  this  is  not 
done  by  going  into  church-yards,  and  vilitinrr  tombs  ;  but 
by  getting  under  the  impreliions  of  death  in  lis  firft  ap- 
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pearance  and  caufe,  and  in  its  different  iflues  and  confer- 
quences,  with  a  view  to  both  covenants;  that  of  works, 
by  which  it  was  brought  into  the  world,  and  that  of  grace, 
by  which  believers  are  delivered  from  it."  Soon  after,  at 
his  own  defire,  a  large  writing  was  read  over,  which  he 
had  dictated  fome  days  before,  and  which  contained  his  fo- 
lemn  declaration  and  teftimony  in  defence  of  the  faith  of 
the  gofpel,  together  with  advice  to  his  family.  This  being 
done,  he  declared  that  he  had  dictated  the  whole,  and  de- 
fired  all  who  were  prefent  to  remember  and  atteft  it.  This 
being  by  far  too  long  to  infert  here,  I  muft  refer  the  Reader 
to  the  memoirs  of  his  life. 

Afterwards,  among  other  things,  he  faid,  <c  I  know 
that  a  great  deal  of  what  is  faid  b-Y  a  dying  man  will  pafs 
for  canting  and  roving :  13 ut,  I  olefs  GOD,  he  hath  fo 
preferved  the  little  judgement  I  had,  that  I  have  been,  able 
to  refledl  with  compofure  on  his  dealings  with  me.  I  am 
fober  and  compofcd,  if  ever  I  was  fober.  And  whether  men 
will  forbear 9  or  whether  they  will  hear,  this  is  a  teftimony. 
Am  not  1  a  man  wonderfully  upheld  of  GOD  under  af- 
fliction and  death  ?  The  death  of  the  faints  is  made  a  de- 
rifion  in  our  day.  But  if  1  am  laughed  at,  I  can  laugh 
again  ;  and  1  think  I  have  moft  reafon.  When  fuch  people 
ihall  come  to  my  pafs,  they  will  not  dare  to  laugh.  I  will 
rejoice  in  my  GOD,  and  joy  in  the  GOD  of  my  jalvation*  1 
want  death  to  complete  my  happinefs." 

September  20.  Among  many  other  heavenly  and  very 
aftecring  things,  fpoken  in  the  like  lpirit  of  faith  and  joy 
with  thofe  already  inferted  here,  he  faid  to  thofe  about 
him,  "  You  will  meet  with  difficulties  and  discourage- 
ments ;  but  this  may  encourage  you,  that  GOD  owns  hi* 
iervants :  And  now  I  find,  that  he  meets  them  who  re- 
joice and  work  righteoufnefs :  Glory,  glory  to  him.  O 
what  of  GOD  do  1  fee  !  I  have  never  feen  any  thing  like 
it.  The  beginning  and  end,  firs,  of  religion  are  won- 
derfully fweet.  Mark  the  per f eft  man,  and  behold  the  up- 
right, &c.  Not  that  1  call  myfelf  perfect :  The  Lord  knows 
I  am  far  from  it.  I  have  found  corruption  ftirring  fmce 
you  came  in  this  morning."  After  which,  a  friend  having 
faid  to  him,  <  The  Lord's  dealing  with  you  hath  been  very 
uncommon  :*  He  replied,  "  Uncommon  indeed,  if  you 
knew  all  that  1  know.  But  in  this  is  the  glory  of  the 
Lord,  that  he  makes  the  weak  ftrong ;  and  (o  the  excel- 
lency of  the  power  is  more  plainly  feen."  Afterwards, 
"  I  long  for  hu  falvation.    1  blefs  his  mane,  1  have  found 
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him.  I  am  taken  up  in  bleffing  him.  I  am  dying,  re- 
joicing in  the  Lord." 

September  21,  being  the  Lord's-day,  he  faid,  "  Shall  I 
forger  Lion  ?  Nay,  Ut  my  right  hand  forget  her  cunnings  if 
I  prefer  not  Jerufukm  above  my  chief  joy.  O,  to  have  GOJJ 
returning  to  this  church,  and  his  work  going  forward  in 
the  world  !  If  all  the  drops  of  my  blood,  all  the  particles 
of  my  body,  and  all  the  hairs  of  my  head,  were  men,  they 
ihould  for  this  go  all  to  the  fire.  O,  firs,  I  could  not 
have  believed  that  I  lhould  bear,  and  bear  chearfuily  as  I 
have  done,  this  rod  which  hath  lain  on  me  fo  long.  This 
is  a  miracle  :  Pain  without  pain.  And  this  is  not  the 
fancv  of  a  man  difordered,  but  of  one  who  is  fully  com- 
poled.  O  bleffed  be  GOD,  that  ever  I  was  born.  I  have 
a  father  .and  a  mother,  and  ten  brethren  and  filters  in  hea- 
ven, and  I  fhall  be  the  eleventh.  O  blefled  be  the  day,  that 
ever  I  was  born  !  O  that  I  were,  where  he  is  !  And  yet, 
were  GOD  to  withdraw  from  me,  I  fhould  be  as  weak  as 
water*  All  that  1  enjoy,  though  it  be  miracle  on  miracle, 
would  not  fupport  me  without  frefti  fupplies  from  GOD. 
The  thing  I  rejoice  in  is  this,  that  GOD  is  altogether  full; 
and  that  in  the  Mediator  Chrift  J  ejus  is  all  the  fulnefs  of  the 
Godhead,  and  it  will  never  run  out." 

September  22.  He  faid,  among  other  things,  I  awoke  in 
a  fort  of  carnal  frame,  and  thought  I  had  loft  my  jewel ; 
but  now  1  hope  he  will  ftand  by  me  to  the  end.  If  ever 
1  was  of  clear  judgement  and  memory  in  my  life,  it  hath 
been  fince  he  laid  his  hand  on  me.  What  fhall  1  render  to 
him  }  My  bones  are  tearing  through  my  lkin,  and  yet  all 
my  bones  are  praifing  him. — Glory  to  GOD,  that  a  vile 
worm,  the  chief  of  finners,  is  fingled  out  to  be  a  monu- 
ment of  his  grace  and  a  trumpeter  of  his  praife. — 1  liftened 
to  unbelief  fince  I  came  to  this  bed,  and  it  had  alraoit 
killed  me;  but  GOD  rebuked  me. — I  fought  the  victory 
by  praver,  and  GOD  gave  it  me.— He  is  the  hearer  of 
prayer.^  After  ft  niggling  with  a  defluxion  in  his  throat, 
he  faid, — "  The  Lord  hath  lent  another  mefienger  for  me 
to  haftcn  me  home."  And  fome  perfons  prefent  fixing  their 
eyes  on  him  with  looks  expreftive  of  a  wonderful  attention, 
he  faid  to  them,  -  "  Why  look  you  fo  ftedfaftly  on  me,  as  if 
by  my  might  and  power  1  were  as  I  am  ?  Not  I,  but  the 
grace  of  GOD  in  mc.  'Tis  the  Spirit  of  GOD  that  fup- 
ports  me."  Afterwards  he  faid,  "  What  cannot  grace 
do  ?  You  fee  a  man  dying  a  monument  of  the  glorious 
power  of  aftonifhing  grace  ;  and  generations  to  come  fhall 
vull  me  bleired.  Follow  my  advice.  Study  the  power  of  rc- 
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Jigion.  'Tis  the  power  of  religion,  and  not  a  name,  that 
will  give  the  comfort  I  find.  There  is  telling  in  this  pro- 
Tidence,  and  I  lhall  be  telling  it  to  eternity.  If  there  be 
fuch  a  glory  in  his  conduct  towards  me  now,  what  will  it 
be  to  fee  the  Lamb  in  the  midft  of  the  throne !  The  Lamb 
that  was  flain  in  the  midft  of  the  throne  ! — My  peace  hath 
been  like  a  river."  To  fome  of  his  brethren  in  the  mini- 
ftry  he  faid,— "  What  a  demonftration  hath  GOD  given 
to  you  and  myfelf  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul  by  the 
vigor  of  my  intellectuals,  and  the  lively  efforts  of  my  fpirit 
towards  GOD,  and  the  things  of  GOD,  now  when  my 
body  is  fo  low  and  fo  pained  r "  At  night  he  became  very 
weak,  and,  after  a  fore  ftruggle,  he  faid,  Ebenezer,  Some 
time  after  which  he  faid, — "  When  I  (hall  be  fo  weakened 
as  not  to  be  able  to  fpeak,  I  will  give  you,  if  I  can,  a  fign 
of  triumph  when  I  am  near  to  glory."  A  good  while 
after,  having  made  fome  efforts  to  vomit,  he  faid,  "  I  am 
effectually  choked :"  And  lifting  up  his  eyes,  faid, — "  Pity, 
pity.  Lord."  Then,  ipeaking  to  his  wife  and  thofe  about 
him,  he  faid, — "  Be  not  difcouraged.  The  Lord's  way  is 
the  beft  way,  and  I  am  compofed.  Whether  I  go  away  in 
a  fit  of  vomiting  or  fainting,  'tis  all  one. — I  did  not  know* 
whether  I  was  up  or  down."  Soon  after,  one  of  thofe 
about  him  having  faid,-—*  You  are  now  putting  your  feal 
to  that  truth,— -That  great  is  the  gain  of  godlinefs  :y  He 
replied,— Yes,  indeed."  Then  faid  another,—*  And, 
i  hope,  you  are  encouraging  yourfelf  in  the  Lord.'  On 
which,  not  beingable  to  fpeak,  he  Lifted  up  his  hands  and 
clapped  them.  And  quickly  after,  he  departed  to  the  land 
where  the  weary  be  at  reft. 

His  Works  :  I.  4 4  The  great  Concern  of  Salvation : 
In  three  Parts;  viz,  I.  A  Difcovery  of  Man's  natural 
State  :  Or,  The  guilty  Sinner  convicted.  2.  Man's  Reco- 
very by  Faith  in  Chri/i :  Or,  The  convinced  Sinner's  Cafe 
and  Cure.  3.  The  Chriftian's  Duty,  with  refpect  to  both 
perfonal  and  family  Religion.  G/afgow,  %vo,  1770.  II.  Ten 
Sermons  preached  before  and  after  the  Celebration  of  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper :  To  which  are  added, 
Two  Sermons  preached  upon  occafion  of  the  Death  of  a 
Friend.  Ibid*  2d  Edit."  To  thefe  Difcourfes  is  prefixed 
an  excellent  Preface  by  Dr.  Wattsy  highly  expreflive  both 
of  their  own  worth  and  of  their  Author's.  There  is  alfo 
another  to  the  fame  purpofe  by  Mr.  Thomas  Black  :  And 
we  regret,  that  we  cannot  infert  both  of  them  in  our  work, 
as  they  merit  the  confideration  of  every  Reader. 
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rw^  H  E  life  of  this  excellent  Perfon  is  extracted  from 
X  the  large  account  given  of  it  by  Mr.  Tong,  who  was 
well  acquainted  with  him,  as  a  fellow-minifter  and  friend 
of  his  family,  Mr.  Matthew  Henry  was  born  on  the  1 8th 
of  Oclober,  1662,  at  Broad-Oaky  in  the  town  of  IJcoid  in 
Flint/hire,  within  the  parifh  of  Ma/pas,  which  is  in  Chefiire. 
His  father  was  the  eminent  Mr.  Philip  Henry,  whofe  name 
hath  long  been  very  precious,  not  only  in  that  country, 
but  in  moll  parts  of  England.  His  mother  was  Mrs. 
Katharine  Matthews,  daughter  and  heir  of  Mr.  Daniel 
Matthews,  of  Broad-Oak  and  Brunington,  a  gentleman  of 
an  antient  family  and  plentiful  eftate ;  the  whole  whereof, 
in  feven  years  after  their  marriage,  came  into  Mr.  Henry\ 
hands,  by  the  death  of  their  father ;  and  was  not  only  a 
comfortable  fubfifbnce  for  them,  when  Mr.  Philip  Henry 
was  turned  out  of  his  living  at  IVorthenbury  for  noncon- 
formity, but  enabled  him  to  preach  the  gofpel  freely  to 
his  dying  day,  and  to  afford  feafonable  relief  to  many 
others  in  neceflity,  even  to  a  large  proportion  of  his  in- 
come. He  was  the  fecond  fon  and  fecond  child  of  his 
parents ;  his  elder  brother  John,  who  was  born  a  year  be- 
fore him,  died  in  his  fixth  year  of  the  meafles  ;  he  was  a 
child  of  extraordinary  pregnancy  and  forwardnefs  in 
learning,  and  of  a  very  good  diipofition  ;  his  excellent 
father  has  left  this  fhort  memorial  of  him,  Prateraue 
atatem  nil  puerile  fuit.  Before  he  was  feized  with  the  dif- 
temper  of  which  he  died,  he  was  much  affe&ed  with  fome 
verfes  he  had  met  with  in  Mr.  White's  book  called  *  The 
Power  of  Godlinefs  about  thofe  that  die  Young;'  thefe 
verfes  are  recited  in  the  life  of  the  father,  to  which 
I  muft  refer  thofe  that  defire  to  know  what  they  were, 
that  made  fuch  impreflions  upon  that  tender  mind. 

Mr.  Matthew  Henry  was  himfelf  fick  at  the  fame  time 
with  his  brother ;  and  of  the  fame  difeafe  of  which  his 
brother  died,  he  very  narrowly  efcaped  death.  GODha4 
a  great  work  for  him  to  do,  and  fpured  the  tender  grape 
for  the  blefling  that  was  in  it ;  and  a  great  blefling  it  has 
proved  to  be,  to  his  family,  to  his  friends,  and  to  the 
church  of  GOD.  He  was  but  a  weakly  child,  often 
fubjecl  to  agues,  and  other  indifpoCtions,  which  yet  were. 
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fo  ordered  and  limited  by  lits  heavenly  Father,  as  neither 
to  hurt  his  great  capacity  for  learning,  nor  hinder  his 
improvements,  even  in  thole  early  days  of  his  life.  He 
was  able  to  read  a  chapter  in  the  bible  very  diftinctly 
at  about  three  years  old,  and  with  fome  observation  of 
what  he  iead  ;  and,  indeed,  as  one  of  his  near  relations, 
and  the  companion  of  his  younger  davs,  declares,  hit 
childifh  years  were  fooner  over  in  him  tnan  in  other  per- 
rons ;  he  very  early  put  away  childifh  things. 

When  he  was  ten  years  old  (the  time  from  which  he 
dates  his  effectual  calling)  he  was  vifited  with  a  lingering 
fever,  which  brought  him  very  low,  his  life  was  almoit 
defpaired  of,  and  death  every  day  expected  ;  this  was  a 
great  trial  of  the  faith  and  patience  ot  his  good  parents. 
His  father,  who  ufed  to  fay,  «  Weeping  muft  not  hinder  tow- 
ing,' wasobligedtogo  outtoaplaceat  iomediftanceto  preach 
the  gofpeJ,  and  left  his  fon  very  iil,  but  he  muft  be  about 
his  Fathers  bufmefs ;  and  at  that  time  they  had  an  indul- 
gence granted  by  the  king;  at  his  return,  he  found 
matters  much  as  he  left  them,  his  fon,  his  only  fon  whom 
he  loved,  in  extreme  danger.    1'here  was  then  at  his 
houfe  a  good  old  gentlewoman,  the  widow  of  the  reverend 
Mr.  Zachary  Thomas*  helping  and  comforting  them  under 
this  affliction  ;  Mr.  Philip  Henry  told  them,  *  At  fuch  a 
place  and  time  upon  the  road,  I  did  molt  folemnly,  freely, 
and  deliberately  refign  up  my  dear  child  unto  GOD,  to 
do  what  he  pleafed  with  him  and  me.    Mrs.  Thomas  re- 
plied, *  And  I  believe,  fir,  in  that  place  and  time  GOD 
gave  him  back  to  you  again  ;'  it  is  certain,  after  this  he 
fpeedily  and  fenlibly  recovered  :  His  filter,  who  gave  this 
account,  obferved  upon  it;  *  Though  I  was  then  but  a 
child  of  eight  years  old,  and   could  think  but  as  a, 
child,  I  was  very  much  affected  with  that  difcourfe  be- 
tween my  father  and  Mrs.  Thomas ;  it  tended  to  endear 
my  brother  the  more  to  me,  fince  I  really  believed  he  was 
given  to  us  back  again  in  an  extraordinary  manner.'  He 
always  had  the  greateft  duty  and  deference  for  his  parents, 
and  always  paid  it  in  a  moft  becoming  manner,  he  laid  up 
their  words  in  his  heart ;  when  he  was  very  young,  ho 
would  attend  with  a  very  uncommon  diligence  upon  his 
father's  preaching,  and  would  often  be  fo  affected  with  it, 
that  a*  foon  as  the  exercife  was  over,  he  would  haft  en  to 
his  clofet,  and  there  weep  and  pray  over  the  word,  and 
fometimes  would  hardly  be  prevailed  with  to  come  down  to 
dinner  on  the  Lord's  dav,  left  the  word  fhould  flip  away 
frpmjiim,  or  the  warm  impieflkms  be  loft, 
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The  reverend  Mr.  Turner,  while  lie  was  at  Broad-Oak, 
was  partly  a  tutor  to  the  ion,  and  partly  a  pupil  to  the 
father;  he  introduced  Mr.  Matthew  Henry  into  grammar- 
learning,  but  his  father  carried  him  on  in  it ;  it  was  from 
his  father  that  he  had  the  greateft  advantages  of  his  edu- 
cation, both  in  divine  and  human  literature;  under  his 
eye  and  care  he  continued,  till  he  was  about  eighteen 
years  old,  growing  up  in  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  and  in 


portunity  to  cultivate  fuch  a  mind:  he  fpared  no  pains; 
apd  I. have  fome  reafon  to  believe,  few  young  miniltersare 
better  qualified  for  that  work  when  they  enter  upon  it, 
than  Mr.  Matthew  Henry  was  when  he  left  his  father's 
houfe;  and  it  is  no  difparagement  to  his  after-ftudies,  or 
to  the  conduct  of  thole  under  whole  care  he  was  placed, 
if  I  venture  to  fay,  the  helps  he  had  tor  furnifliing  himfelf 
in  the  knowledge  of  things  human  and  divine  in  his  father's 
houfe,  contributed  more  to  his  fitnefs  for  the  miniftry, 
than  all  the  advantages  he  enjoyed  in  any  other  place. 
He  was  very  expert  in  the  learned  languages,  and  efpe- 
cially  in  the  Hebrew,  which  had  been  made  familiar  to 
him  from  his  childhood  ;  he  never  cared  to  make  any 
oftentation  of  it,  but  he  did  not  fail  to  make  ufe  of  it  in 
his  Itudy  of  the  fcriptures,  which,  from  his  firft  to  his 
laft,  was  his  molt  delightful  employment. 

Mr.  Matthew  Henry  has  told  the  world  in  the  account 
of  his  father's  life,  how  intimate  a  friendfhip  there  was 
between  him  and  that  learned  and  religious  gentleman, 
Rowland  Hunt  of  Boreal  ton,  efq;  who  married  lady 
Frances,  daughter  to  the  lord  Paget*  To  this  family 
Mr.  Matthew  Henry  frequently  reforted  after  he  firll  came 
down  from  London,  and  here  he  was  always  very  ac- 
ceptable and  welcome.  Mr.  Hunt  was  fo  well  appriled  of 
his  great  capacity  for  yet  further  improvements,  that  he 
adviled  his  father  to  let  him  return  to  London  again,  and 
enter  himfelf  in  one  of  the  inns  of  court,  and  ipend  fome 
time  in  the  ftudy  of  the  law.  It  was  not  Mr.  Hunt's  pur- 
pose in  this,  to  draw  him  off  from  his  defign  of  being  a 
minifter,  but  the  times  were  then  very  dark  ;  he  was 
young,  had  time  enough  before  him  to  mix  that  with  his 
other  uudies ;  the  knowledge  of  the  law  would  not  only 
be  convenient  for  one  that  was  heir  to  an  handfome  eftate, 
but  might  be  of  ufe  for  the  better  uuderftanding  the 
nature  of  the  divine  law  and  government,  and  the  ioren- 
lic  terms  fo  much  ufed  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  and  other 
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advice  was  approved  of  both  by  the  father  and  the  fon, 
and  accordingly  Mr.  Matthew  Henry  went  to  Grays-Inn 
towards  the  latter  end  of  April,  in  the  year  1685.  Here 
he  went  on  in  his  ufual  diligence,  improving  his  time  by 
clofe  fludy,  and  diligent  relearches  into  the  nature  of  the 
divine  and  human  laws  ;  he  loved  to  look  into  the  body  of 
the  civil  law,  and  did  not  neglect  to  acquaint  hirofelf  with 
the  municipal  laws  of  his  own  country;  his  proficiency 
was  foon  obferved,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  thofe  that 
converfed  there  with  him,  that  his  great  induftry,  quick 
apprehenfion,  good  judgement,  tenacious  memory,  and 
ready  utterance,  would  have  rendered  him  very  eminent  in 
the  practice  of  the  law,  if  he  had  betaken  himfelf  to  it  as  his 
bufinefs  ;  but  he  was  true  to  his  firfr.  and  early  refolution, 
and  therefore  while  he  was  at  Gray  s- Inn,  he  not  only 
promoted  focial  prayer  and  religious  conference  with  his 
particular  friends,  but  would  fometimes  expound  the 
lcripture  to  them  ;  and  when  he  left  them,  he  bade  them 
farewel  in  an  excellent  lively  dilcourfe  from  2  The/,  ii.  1. 
By  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  our  gathering  to- 
gether to  him,  the  hope  of  that  blefled  iwiWAymfii  he  re- 
commended to  himfelf  and  them  as  their  greatell  comfort 
now  they  were  parting  one  from  another. 

In  the  month  of  June  1686,  he  came  down  from  London 
to  Broad-Oak,  and  flayed  fome  months  in  the  country, 
and  there  he  foon  made  it  appear,  that  his  ftudy  of  the 
law,  and  his  London  converfation  had  not  drawn  his  heart 
away  from  the  ftudy  of  the  fcriptures,  or  his  defigns  for 
the  miniftry ;  he  now  began  to  preach  pretty  often  as  a 
candidate  for  that  work,  and  every  where  met  with  great 
acceptation  and  encouragement.  The  reverend  Mr, 
Steele  was  concerned  in  the  ordination  of  both  Mr. 
Hcnrvs,  father  and  fon  ;  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Philip 
Henry  you  will  find,  that  in  the  year  1657,  September  16, 
Mr.  Steele  was  one  of  thofe  that  ordained  him  at  Prees  in 
ShropfJ:ire,  and  now  almoft  thirty  years  after  he  is  con- 
cerned in  the  ordination  of  his  fon ;  this  circumftance 
niuft  he  very  pleafing  both  to  father  and  fon,  and  it  could 
not  he  lefs  pleafing  to  Mr.  Steele  himfelf,  (that  faithful 
preacher)  that  he  mould  be  employed  under  Chrift  in 
fending  out  two  fuch  rninifrers  into  the  vineyard,  fuch  a 
f  it  her  and  fuch  a  fon.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  May 
1687,  the  fame  month  on  which  he  was  ordained,  he  took 
his  leave  of  London,  and  made  but  a  very  ftiort  fayvxBroad- 
0,dy  for  on  the  firfl  of  June  Mr.  Greg,  Mr.Coker,  Mr. 
f Lilly  .-.r.d  fome  others  came  to  meet  him  at  his  father's 
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houfe,  and  attended  him  to  Chefter ;  the  day  following, 
being  Thurfday,  was  fomc  time  before  chofen  to  be  the 
leclu  re-day,  then  he  preached  hi  sflrfl  fermon  publicly,  from 
I  Cor.  ii.  2.  /  determined  to  know  nothing  among  you,  but 
Jefus  Chrifl,  and  him  crucified.    Sometime  in  1607,  Mr, 
Henry  married  to   Mrs.  Katharine,  daughter  to  Mr. 
Hardware,  a  pious  young  perfon,  with  whom  he  lived  but 
a  fhort  time;  for  (he  died  of  the  fmall  pox  in  child-bed, 
on  the  14th  of  February,  1689.    ^  n's  was  an  neavy  trial 
to  her  parents,  being  their  only  child,  as  well  as  to  Mr. 
Henry.    The  offspring,  however,  was  fpared,  and  lived  to 
be  married.    This  family-lofs  was  repaired  by  a  fecond 
marriage  in  July,  1690,  to  a  lady  of  the  Warburton  family 
in  Che/hire,  with  whom  he  lived  about  twenty  years,  and 
who  bore  him  many  children.    The  order  of  his  family 
was  very  exemplary,  like  that  of  a  chriftian  and  a  mi- 
nifter  :    For,  in  the  worlhip  of  GOD  with  his  family, 
he  ftrictly  obferved  his  father's  example,  both  in  all  the 
parts  and  circumftances  of  it.    He  called  them  together 
early  in  the  morning,  as  early  as  the  ftate  of  the  family 
would  permit,  and  did  not  ufe  to  defer  it  till  late  in  the 
evening,  being  afhamed  to  put  GOD  off  with  drowfy 
devotions ;  he  was  conllant  in  family  worfhip  :  whatever 
happened,  or  whoever  was  prefent,  this  duty  was  never 
neglected  morning  or  evening.    He  was  never  tedious  in 
it,  but  always  full  and  comprehend ve,  performing  much 
in  a  little  time,  and  yet  far  from  hurrying  it  over  as  a 
talk ;  he  was  always  careful  to  difcharge  this  duty,  fo  at 
that  he  might  therein  fanctify  the  name  of  GOD. 

He  began  with  a  fhort  invocation  of  the  name  of  GOD, 
begging  arTiftance  and  acceptance,  then  he  read  a  portion 
of  lcripture  in  courfe,  out  of  the  Old  Teftament  in  the 
morning,  and  the  New  in  the  evening;  he  did  not  tie 
himfelr  to  go  through  a  chapter  at  once,  but  unlefs  it  was 
very  fhort  divided  it  into  leveral  feci  ions,  according  to 
the  fubject  matter,  which  ordinarily  con  filled  of  about 
eight  or  ten  verfes,  more  or  lefs  ;  then  he  gave  a  fhort  but 
judicious  and  affectionate  expofition,  fometimes  drawing 
up  the  verfes  read  into  a  plain  and  proper  fcheme,  in 
which  he  was  the  molt  happy  man  in  the  world ;  fome- 
times he  would  omit  the  connection,  and  only  go  over  the 
feveral  paflages  in  their  order,  as  the  matter  directed  ;  he 
gave  the  fenfe,  even  where  it  was  the  moft  intricate,  in  a 
plain  and  familiar  exprefllon,  which  not  only  made  it  in- 
telligible, but  pleafant  and  fatisfaclory  to  the  mind  that 
received  it ;  he  omitted  not  to  raiie  practical  notes,  proper 
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to  quicken  the  heart  to  duty,  and  to  direcl  it  in  duty. 
Thefe  his  family  expeditions,  fome  that  were  with  him 
wrote  down  after  him :  ail  attended  to  them,  and  that  he 
might  engage  them  to  that  attention,  as  foon  as  the  expo- 
fition  was  over,  he  required  an  account  of  them,  what 
they  had  ohferved  and  rememhered;  and  it  was  pleafant 
to  behold  the  young  children,  how  diligently  they  would 
liften,  and  how  prettily  and  properly  they  would  give  an 
account  of  what  they  had  heard.  After  expofition,  fome 
part  of  a  Pfalm  was  conftantly  fung  in  the  morning  as 
well  as  the  evening,  the  morning  and  evening  facritice,  as 
he  uled  to  call  it;  every  one  had  a  book,  and  fo  neither 
the  ienfe  nor  the  melody  fufFered  that  interruption,  which 
can  fcarcely  be  avoided  where  it  is  read  line  by  line. 

Prayer  fucceeded  tinging,  and  was  performed  by  him, 
with  an  almoft  inimitable  livelinefs  of  affection,  and  ten- 
dernefs  of  fpirit,  with  great  propriety  of  petitions  to  the 
cafe  of  the  family,  and  of  every  one  in  it,  and  of  his 
friends  that  were  fo  h.-.ppy  as  to  be  prelent  with  him  at 
that  duty  ;  the  ilate  of  the  nation  and  of  the  church  of 
GOD  was  never  omitted,  nor  ilightly  touched  upon,  all 
was  done  without  tedions  repetition  ;  the  whole  was  often 
comprehended  within  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour,  or  a  little 
more  ;  this  made  the  work  eafy  and  pleafant,  it  was  no 
unfeafouahle  hindrance  to  the  neceffary  bufinefs  of  the 
family;  they  returned  to  the  duty  with  defire,  and  came 
from  it  with  delight.  When  •prayer  was  ended,  his  chil- 
dren came  to  him  for  his  hie/ling,  which  he  gave  them 
with  ferioufnefs  and  affection,  in  the  name  of  the  great 
GOD,  who  commands  the  bleffmg  out  of  Z:ony  even  life 
for  evermore.  How  many  i'uch  prayers  and  bleflings  are 
now  upon  the  file  tor  thole  he  has  left  behind  ;  which  we 
hope  will  be  made  lure  and  erlec"tual  to  them  in  their 
feafon  r  Belides  the  daily  oblations  that  were  made  to 
GOD  in  his  family,  as  conihmtly  as  the  morning  and 
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evening  fucceeded  each  other,  he  often  kept  family  falls, 
in  which  fometimes  he  would  call  in  the  afliliance  of  his 
friends,  fometimes  he  had  only  his  own  family  with  him, 
and  fometimes  he  would  keep  them  alone;  on  thefe  occa- 
fions  he  would  wreftle  with  GOD  for  fpiritual  bleflings 
for  himfelf  and  his  family,  and  his  friends;  and  whatever 
care  or  fear,  or  trial  any  of  them  was  under,  that  was 
then  moft  folemnly  committed  to  the  great  GOD.  His 
public  work  on  trie  Lord's  day,  great  as  it  was,  did  not 
entrench  upon  family  worfhip  ;  on  that  day  he  rofe  early, 
and  having  been  foiue  time  alone  with  GOD  and  his  own' 
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foul,  about  eight  of  the  clock  he  called  his  family  toge- 
ther ;  he  omitted  not  his  expolitions,  he  lung  an  hymn 
proper  to  the  day,  and  went  through  the  other  parts  of 
worlhip  as  ufual,  and  then  took  his  Family  wit.h  him  to  the 
folemn  aflembly  ;  when  he  returned  home  at  noon  and 
had  dined,  he  lung  a  Pfalm,  and  put  up  a  fhort  prayer 
with  his  family,  and  fo  retired  into  his  clofet,  till  the 
time  of  public  woi ihip  returned.  In  the  evening  he  ge- 
nerally reoeated  in  his  family  both  the  fermons  of  the 
day,  when  many  of  his  neighbors  came  in;  after  repe- 
tition, hi-  fung  and  prayed;  then  fung  two  verfes  more  of  a 
fuitable  hymn,  and  fo  pronounced  the  bleflfing,  and  cate- 
chized the  younger  children  ;  this  he  ufed  to  do  before  he 
went  to  flipper  ;  after  that  was  ended,  the  136th  Pfalm+ 
then  catechized  his  elder  children  and  fervants,  and  heard 
them  repeat  what  they  could  remember  of  the  fermons  of 
the  day,  and  fo  concluded  the  day  with  prayer. 

What  is  delivered  concerning  the  lofsof  his  father,  the 
excellent  Mr.  Philip  Henry,  is  too  remarkable  to  be  paffed 
over.  The  account  that  he  has  left  behind  him  of  his  father's 
ficknefs  and  death,  in  his  printed  narrative,  is  very  af- 
fecting, and  deferves  to  be  well  confidered,  as  a  pattern 
to  all  of  filial  piety  ;  but  the  impreflions  that  fad  provi- 
dence made  upon  his  fpirit,  will  beft  appear  by  what  he 
has  recorded  of  them  in  his  Diary  on  that  occafion,  which 
you  (hall  have  in  his  own  words  :  "June  23,  1696.  This 
afternoon,  about  three  o'clock  my  father's  fervant  came 
for  the  doctor,  with  the  tidings  that  my  dear  father  was 
taken  fuddenly  ill ;  I  had  then  fome  of  my  friends  about 
me,  and  they  were  chearful  with  me,  but  this  ftruck  a 
damp  upon  all ;  I  had  firft  thought  not  to  have  gone  till 
the  next  day,  it  being  fomewhat  late  and  very  wet,  and 
had  writ  half  a  letter  to  my  dear  mother,  but  1  could  not 
help  going;  and  1  am  glad  I  did  go,  for  I  have  often 
thought  of  that,  1  Kings  ii.  10.  If  thou  fee  me  when  I  am 
taken  up  from  thee,  tsfc.  The  doctor  and  I  came  to  Broad" 
Oak  about  eight  o'clock,  and  found  him  in  great  extremity 
of  pain,  nature  (through  his  great  and  unwearied  labors) 
unable  to  bear  up,  and  finking  under  the  load  ;  as  foon  as 
he  faw  me  he  faid,  '  O  fon,  you  are  welcome  to  a  dying 
father,  I  am  now  readv  to  be  offered  up,  and  the  time  of 
my  departure  is  at  hand.'  [I  omit  the  reft  of  his  dying 
tfords,  becaufe  they  have  been  already  published.]  A 
•ittle  after  midnight  my  mother  holding  his  hands  as  he 
fat  in  bed,  and  I  holding  the  pillow  to  his  back,  he  very 
quietly,  and  without  any  ftruggling,  groan  or  rattling, 
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breathed  out  his  dear  foul  into  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
Cbrtfli  whom  he  had  faithfully  ferved.    And  now,  what 
is  this  that  GOD  hath  done  unto  us  ?    The  thing  itfelf, 
and  the  fuddennefs  of  it,  are  very  affecting,  but  the  worm- 
wood and  the  gall  in  it  is,  that  it  looks  like  a  token  of 
GOD's  difpleafure  to  us  that  furvive;  the  Lord  calls 
my  fins  to  remembrance  this  day,  that  I  have  not  pro- 
fited by  him  while  he  was.  with  us  as  I  mould  have  done. 
Our  family  worfhip  this  morning  was  very  melancholy, 
the  place  was  Allon  Baccuth>  the  oak  of  Weeping;  the 
little  children  were  greatly  affected,   and  among  the 
neighbors  was  heard  nothing  but  lamentation  and  mourn- 
ing ;  my  dear  mother  caft  down,  but  not  in  defpair ;  I, 
for  my  part,  am  full  of  confufion,  and  like  a  man 
aftonifhed.    June  27.  The  day  of  my  father's  funeral, 
melancholy  work  !    O  that  by  this  Providence  I  might 
contract  an  habitual  gravity,  ferioufnefs  and  thoughtful- 
nefs  of  death  and  eternity.     Our  friends  moil  affec- 
tionately fympathize  with  us,  and  do  him  honor  at  his 
death.    How  has  this  Providence  made  Broad-Oak  like  a 
wildernefs,  defolate  and  folitary,  and  the  poor  people  as 
fheep  without  a  lhepherd.    July  1.    I  returned  late  to 
Cbcfter>  and  found  the  children  well;  the  next  day  I  fludied, 
and  preached  the  lecture  from  2  Pet.  i.  13,  14.    Tea,  I 
think  it  meet,  as  long  as  I  am  in  this  tabermacley  tojlir  you  up9 
by  putting  you  in  remembrance ;  knowing9  that  Jbortly  I  muji 
put  off  this  my  tabernacle ,  even  as  our  Lord  Jefus  bath Jbewed 
me.    O  that  it  might  be  preached  to  my  own  heart,  and 
written  there,  that  in  confideration  of  my  being  to  de- 
part hence  fhortly,  I  may  double  my  diligence  !  And  now  I 
have  time  to  reflect  on  this  fad  providence,  and  what  (hall 
I  fay  to  thefe  things  >    "  1.  1  blefs  GOD  that  I  ever  had 
fuch  a  father,  whofe  temper  was  fo  very  happy,  and  his 
gifts  and  graces  fo  very  bright ;  one  that  recommended 
religion  and  the  power  of  godiinefs,  by  a  chearful  and  en- 
dearing converfation ;  that  had  himfelf  and  taught  others 
the  art  of  obliging  :  1  blefs  God  that  I  had  him  fo  long, 
that  he  was  not  removed  from  me  when  I  was  a  child  ; 
that  I  have  not  been  left  to  myfelf  to  be  a  grief  and  hea- 
viness to  him ;  nothing  made  me  differ  from  the  word  but 
the  free  grace  of  GOD,  to  that  grace  be  the  glory  of  all 
the  benefit  that  my  father  was  to  me,  and  the  comfort  I 
was  to  him.    2.  1  have  a  great  deal  of  reafon  to  be 
humbled,  and  afhamed  that  i  have  profited  and  improved 
no  more  by  my  relation  to  fo  good  a  man,  that  1  havo 
not  fo  well  tranferibed  that  fair  copy  of  humility,  meek- 
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■efs,  candor  and  zealous  piety ;  O  that  the  remembrance 
of  him  may  have  a  greater  influence  upon  me,  than  the 
perfonal  converfe  had  !  3.  Death  comes  nearer  and  nearer 
to  me,  Lord  make  me  to  know  mine  end,  and  teach  me  to 
number  my  days*  In  January  lafl  death  came  into  our 
clafTes,  and  removed  good  Mr.  Klnafton  of  Knutsford ;  in 
February  death  came  into  the  Frieryy  [the  place  where  Mr. 
Henrys  houfe  flood]  and  took  away  Mrs.  Cook  :  In  March 
death  came  into  my  houfe,  and  carried  away  my  coufm 
Alderfey ;  in  April  it  came  into  our  family,  in  the  death 
of  my  father  JVar  burton ;  at  the  end  of  May  I  faid  with 
thankfulnefs,  "  Here  is  a  month  pall  in  which  I  have 
not  buried  one  friend  but  'June  has  brought  it  nearefl  of 
all,  and  fpeaks  very  loud  to  me  to  get  ready  to  go  after  : 
the  Lord  prepare  me  for  a  dying  hour,  that  will  come 
certainly,  and  may  come  fuddenly,  that  when  it  comes  I 
may  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  die.  4.  The  great  honor 
and  refoect  paid  to  his  memory,  and  the  good  name  he 
has  left  behind  him,  fhould  encourage  me  to  faithful- 
nefs  and  ufefulnefs;  the  fcripture  is  fulfilled,  Thoje  that 
honor  GOD  he  will  honor,  and  before  honor  is  humility* 
5.  This  fhould  bring  me  nearer  to  GOD,  and  make 
me  live  more  upon  him,  who  is  the  fountain  of  living 
waters  ;  my  dear  father  was  a  couniellor  to  me,  but  Chriji 
is  the  wonderful  counfellor ;  he  was  an  interceflbr  for  me, 
but  Chrift  is  an  interceflbr  that  lives  for  ever,  and  is  there* 
fore  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoll ;  nor  are  the  prayers 
that  he  has  put  up  for  me  and  mine  loll,  but  1  trufl  we 
fhall  be  reaping  the  fruit  of  them  now  he  is.gone ;  I  hav* 
had  much  comfort  in  hearing  GOD  fpeak  to  me  by  this 
fcripture,^.  iii.  4.  Wilt  thou  not  from  this  time  cry  unto  mey 
my  Fat her ,  thou  art  the  guide  of  my  youth  ?  My  dear  fa- 
ther wrote  to  me  lately  upon  the  death  of  my  father 
lVarburton>  '  Your  fathers,  where  are  they  ?  one  gone, 
and  the  other  going,  but  you  have  a  good  Father  in 
heaven  that  lives  forever.'  Abba,  Father,  the  Lord  teach 
me  to  cry  fo,  and  to  come  into  the  holiefl  as  to  myFather's 
houfe,  and  let  thefe  things  be  written  upon  my  heart, 
Amen,  Amen." 

Such  were  the  workings  of  Mr.  Henrys  heart  under  this 
great  affliction,  where  one  may  fee  the  moil  tender  and 
lincere  affections  to  an  earthly  parent,  regulated  and  go- 
verned by  flronger  affections  of  another  nature.  He  had, 
indeed,  to  all  his  relations  a  molt  affectionate  heart,  proving 
the  truth  of  that  maxim,  that  where  the  grace  of  GOD 
operates  really,  the  pofleflbr  becomes  the  better  for  it  in 
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all  the  circumftances  of  father,  mother,  hufband,  wife,  fbttf 
daughter,  mailer,  fervant,  or  friend.  And  lie  mewed  this 
truth  eminently  and  by  a  variety  of  occafions.  As  to  his 
miniiterial  labors,  furely  if  ever  man  fulfilled  his  minillry 
iince  the  apoftolical  age,  he  was  the  man;  nobody  looks 
upon  his  prodigious  indullry  as  a  common  mealure,  to 
which  all  others  are  obliged  to  come  up ;  thofe  that  h;;ve 
not  the  ftrength  of  body,  freedom  and  readine.s  of  thought, 
natural  fervor  and  eafmefs  of  expreflion,  can  no  more  come 
up  to  his  ftandnrd,  as  to  the  multitude,  variety  and  excel- 
lency of  miniiterial  fervices,  than  a  child  can  hear  a  ftrcng 
man's  burthen.  His  labors  were  fo  many  and  great,  that 
in  order  to  our  taking  a  particular  view  of  them,  it  will  be 
neceflary  to  reduce  them  to  their  proper  heads,  of  which 
you  may  take  the  following  fcheme ;  they  were  either  fuch 
as  he  was  converfant  in, 

I.  At  home  among  his  own  people;  and  thefe  were 
either,  I.  Conttant ;  as  on  the  LordVday,  on  le&ure- 
days,  catechizing  on  Saturdays,  and  monthly  facraments, 
conferences  and  congregational  farts.  Or,  2.  Occafional ; 
and  thefe  either,  (i.)  Public,  as  fafts  and  thank fgivings  ; 
or,  (2.)  Private,  on  family  occafions,  vifiting  the  lick,  ad- 
monitions, vifiting  and  preaching  to  the  prifoners  at  the 
caftle,  and  reformation  fermons. 

II.  Abroad  in  neighboring  places  and  congregations  J 
as  lectures  in  feveral  places,  meetings  of  mini  Iters,  or- 
dinations of  miniilcrs,  funeral  fermons  for  miniilcrs  and 
others,  and  yearly  journics  to  vifit  the  churches.  We 
muft  begin  with  the  miniilerial  labors  he  performed  at 
home  among  his  own  people;  for  though  his  foul  was 
too  large  to  be  confined  to  them,  yet  he  was  very 
fenfible,  they  had  the  beft  title  to  his  fervices,  and  he 
never  would  injure  them  to  fupply  other  churches.  His 
conrtant  work  on  the  Lord's-days  at  Chcjicry  was  to 
pray  fix  times  in  public,  to  fmg  lix  times,  to  expound 
twice  and  preach  twice ;  and  this  he  did  for  many  years 
together.  His  method  was,  after  having  worlhiped  GOD 
in  his  family,  in  the  manner  that  has  been  already  men- 
tioned, he  went  to  the  congregation  exactly  at  nine  of  the 
clock,  began  the  public  worlhip  with  finging  the  100th 
Pfalm,  then  prayed  a  fhort  but  fervent  and  fuitable  prayer, 
then  he  read  fome  part  of  the  Old  Teftament,  and  ex- 
pounded it,  going  through  it  in  courfe  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end,  then  he  fung  another  Pju!my  then  he  prayed 
for  about  half  an  hour,  then  he  preached  about  pn  hour, 
then  prayed  and  fung  uiually  the  117th  Pfalm,  and  then 
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gave  the  bleffing ;  he  did  the  fame  exactly  in  the  afternoon, 
only  then  expounded  out  of  the  New  TeAament,  and  lung 
at  the  end  the  134th  P/a/m,  or  fome  verfe9  of  the  136th; 
this  was  his  conAant  LordVdays  work.  In  finging,  he 
always  made  ufe  ot  Davitfs  Plalms*  or  other  lcripture 
hymns;  he  collected  a  fet  of  them,  fuch  as  he  thought 
moA  ufeful  and  edifying,  and  drgeAed  them  under  proper 
titles,  according  to  the  occalions  to  which  thev  were 
adapted.  He  prefercd  fcripture  pfulms  and  hymns  far  be- 
fore thofe  that  are  wholly  of  human  compolure,  which 
are  generally  liable  to  this  exception,  that  the  fancy  is  too 
high,  and  the  matter  too  low,  and  fometimes  fuch  as  a  wife 
and  good  man  may  not  be  able  with  entire  fatisfaction  to 
offer  up  as  a  facriflce  to  GOD.  In  this  work  of  praife  he 
took  great  delight ;  one  might  eafily  difcern  how  his  foul 
was  upon  the  wing,  it  was  a  part  of  worfhip  for  which  his 
foul  was  particularly  formed,  being  himfelf  of  an  af- 
fectionate, chearful,  thankful  temper.  In  prayer,  his  gifts 
and  graces  eminently  appeared,  he  had  a  wonderful  faculty 
of  engaging  the  attention,  and  railing  the  affections  of  his 
affembly;  in  his  fecond  prayer,  he  was  alwavs  copious, 
though  never  tedious ;  he  was  very  full  in  confeflion  of  fin, 
and  very  tender  and  humble,  aggravating  the  evil  and  guilt 
of  it  in  a  very  clear  and  convincing  manner;  his  prayer 
was  always  fuited  to  the  Aate  of  the  congregation,  to  the 
feafon,  to  the  Aate  of  the  nation,  and  of  the  church  ot* 
GOD  ;  in-fupplication  for  mercy  he  was  very  earner*:  and 
particular,  pleading  the  name,  arid  fufTcrings,  and  media- 
tion of  the  Lord  JefusCbri/i  tor  pardon  and  peace;  he  was 
large  and  full  in  praying  for  grace,  and  u'cd  to  mention 
the  particular  graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  faith,  love, 
hope,  patience,  zeal,  delight  in  GOD,  earncflly  begging 
that  thefe  graces  might  be  truly  wrought  in  all,  and  might 
be  preferved,  exerciled,  increafed  and  evidenced  to  the  • 
glory  of  the  GOD  of  all  grace.  In  his  requeAs  for  the 
nation,  he  was  conAant  and  earneA  ;  many  a  time  has  lie 
wreAled  with  GOD  in  the  pulpit  for  the  land  of  his  nati- 
vity, and  herein  he  expreAed  himfelf  with  humility,  mcek- 
nels  and  wifdom,  carefully  avoiding  whatever  might  appear 
difrefpectful  to  our  governors;  and  though  he  knew  not 
how  to  give  flattering  titles,  left  his  GOD  fhould  cut  him 
off,  yet  his  prayers  for  thole  in  authority  difcovered  the 
reverence  he  had  for  the  government,  as  the  ordinance  of 
GOD,  and  for  thofe  that'GOD  had  inverted  with  it ;  all 
feditious,  faucy  reflections  upon  the  ruler  of  the  peoplt-, 
how  artfully  loever  couched,  he  utterly  dilliked  in  com- 
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mon  converfation,  and  therefore  could  never  be  guilty  of 
profaning  the  worfhip  of  GOD  with  them. 

The  expofition  of  the  fcriptures  was  a  very  pleafant  part 
of  his  work,  both  in  his  own  houfe  and  in  the  houfe  of 
GOD  ;  what  his  expofitions  were  from  the  pulpit  may  be 
gathered  by  what  they  appear  to  be  from  the  prefs :  his 
lather's  example  led  him  to  take  delight  in  this  part  of  his 
work,  and  made  it  eafy  to  him  ;  and  while  fome  commen- 
tators take  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  make  plain  things  dark, 
his  endeavor  always  was  to  make  dark  things  plain,  and 
not  only  plain,  but  moving  and  praclical.  He  kept  very 
clofe  and  conftant  to  his  bufinefs  of  expounding,  and  never 
omitted  it,  even  on  a  iacrament-day  ;  in  the  time  he  was 
at  Chcflery  he  went  through  the  whole  Bible  more  than 
once,  and  by  this  means  his  people  have  been  obferved  to 
excel  in  their  acquaintance  with  the  holy  fcriptures.  How 
great  a  talent  he  had  in  preaching,  the  world  is  not  igno- 
rant, fo  many  of  his  fermons  being  publifhed,  and  fpread 
far  and  wide  ;  he  was  very  happy  in  the  choice  of  his  fub- 
jedts,  there  could  no  occaflon  happen,  either  public  or 
private,  but  as  he  was  ever  ready  to  preach  upon  it,  fo  he 
had  always  an  appolite  text  to  preach  upon,  being  a  fcribe 
well  intruded  in  the  kingdom  of  GOD ;  he  had  a  treafure 
out  of  which  he  could  eafily  bring  things  new  and  old. 
His  preaching  was  truly  evangelical,  fpiritual  and  pracli- 
cal ;  he  fhunned  not  to  declare  the  whole  counfel  of  GOD  ; 
he  loved  to  preach  of  Cbri/l,  and  in  his  diary  often  de- 
clares, "  He  was  beft  pleafed  when  he  was  upon  that  fweet 
fubje6t."  Having  preached  concerning  Chrift  as  our  paf^ 
fover,  and  his  blood  fprinkled  upon  the  faints  as  their  fafety, 
November  20,  1690,  he  has  this  remark,  «•  It  is  moft 
pleafant  to  me  to  be  preaching  Chrift and  afterwards, 
"  I  am  moft  in  my  element  when  I  am  preaching  Cbrijf 
and  him  crucified and  he  loved  that  others  fliould  preach 
Chrift;  in  the  year  1709,  May  1,  he  has  recorded  it, 
"  This  day  Mr.  Bafnet  preached  Gal.  iv.  5*  GOD  fent 
forth  bis  Son,  he  preached  much  of  Chrift,  whom  I  love  to 
hear  of."  And  February  12,  17 10,  having  expounded  five 
of  Solomons  Songs,  he  adds,  "  The  more  I  think  and 
fpeak  of  Ckrifi,  the  more  rcafon  I  fee  to  love  him."  But 
he  thought  it  alfo  neceflary  to  preach  up  holinefs,  and  did 
conftantly  affirm  it  ag  a  faithful  faying.  That  they  that  be* 
liroe  on  GOD  Jhould  be  careful  to  maintain  good  works;  this 
faying  he  knew  was  as  faithful  in  its  place,  as  that  Jefus 
Chrift  came  into  the  world  to  favc  (inner s  ;  both  of  them  are 
faithful  fayings,  not  only  true  in  themfelves,  but  fuch  as 
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ininifters  are  hound  in  faithfulnefs  to  infifl  upon  in  their 
preaching,  fuch  preaching  is  faithful  preaching,  a  faithful 
faying. 

Another  part  of  his  conftant  work  among  his  people  was 
that  of  catechizing;  in  this  alio  he  took  great  pleafure,  be- 
ing full  of  afFedtion  and  companion  for  the  fouls  of  young 
people;  ChrljTs  charge  to  Peter  y  to  feed  the  lambs  as  well 
as  the  (beep,  he  had  much  at  heart,  and  it  was  often  in  his 
mouth :  He  knew  by  experience  the  benefit  of  this  chriftian 
inftitution,  his  good  father  both  abounded  and  excelled  in  it, 
as  well  in  his  family  as  in  the  congregation.  Saturday  in  the 
afternoon  was  the  time  fet  apart  for  this  work,  beginning 
and  ending  with  prayer,  in  which  his  expreflions  were  very 
plain  and  very  tender,  fuited  to  the  nature  of  the  ordinance 
and  to  the  capacity  of  young  perfons  ;  in  this  exercife  he 
ufually  fpent  about  an  hour;  it  was  attended  by  others  be- 
fldes  the  catechumens,  and  efteemed  by  them  a  good  means 
of  preparation  for  the  Lord's  day.  In  this  work  of  cate- 
chizing he  was  remarkably  owned  and  blefled  of  GOD; 
he  longed  for  the  converfion  of  young  people,  and  had  the 
deli  re  of  his  foul,  in  feeing  the  good  work  begun  in  many 
of  his  catechumens  ;  of  thefe  he  always  fpeaks  with  a  par- 
ticular refpedt,  and  when  any,  of  whom  he  had  entertained 
good  hopes,  grew  loofe  and  vain  (and  notwithstanding  all 
his  care  and  pains,  there  were  fome  fuch)  he  fadly  la- 
mented their  fin,  and  his  di {"appointment  in  them,  and 
ceafed  not  to  pray  earneftly  to  GOD  for  them,  "  That  he 
would  recover  them  out  of  the  fnare  of  the  devil,  before 
their  hearts  were  hardened  with  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin.'* 
Vifiting  the  fick  he  took  to  be  an  eflential  part  of  his  mi- 
niftry,  and  he  was  very  diligent  in  it,  never  refuting  to  go 
either  to  rich  or  poor,  when  fent  for,  unlefs  hindered  by 
invincible  necemty ;  in  this  he  did  not  confine  his  vifits  to 
thofe  of  his  own  congregation,  or  of  his  own  opinion  ; 
he  was  often  fent  for  to  vifit  thofe  in  communion  with  the 
eftabliflied  church,  and  to  ft  rangers,  trav  ellers  and  paften- 
gers  to  or  from  Ireland,  and  he  readily  complied,  and  did 
indeed  abound  in  this  part  of  his  work,  which  to  many- 
tempers  has  fomething  in  it  very  difficult  and  difagreeable. 
We  have  a  very  uncommon  initance  of  his  diligence,  and 
7.eal,  and  love  to  fouls,  in  the  frequent  companionate  vifits 
that  he  made  to  the  poor  prifoners,  and  even  to  the  male- 
factors in  the  caftle  at  Cbejler>  to  pray  with  them  and  preach 
to  them,  both  before  and  after  their  trial  and  condemnation. 
Another  fort  of  minifterial  fervice  in  which  Mr.  Henry 
was  engaged  at  Chcjicr^  was  preaching  reformation-ier- 
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mons  :  It  pleafed  GOD  fevera!  years  ago  to  fttr  up  the 
hearts  of  many  good  people  of  feveral  denominations,  to 
endeavor  the  giving  a  check  to  that  immorality  and  pro- 
fanenefs,  that  had  proceeded  fo  far,  and  prevailed  fo  long 
in  England ;  again  ft  this  encroaching  enemy,  London  made 
the  firft  ftand,  and  their  example  encouraged  many  others 
both  in  England  and  Ireland  too. 

We  are  yet  to  behold  him  in  a  more  large  and  extenfive 
fphere  of  ufefulnefs,  not  to  the  neglect  or  prejudice  of  his 
own  place  and  people,  for  he  was  fo  conftant  to  them, 
that  he  has  obferved  in  his  Diary,  on  June  3,  171 1,  being 
then  at  London,  "  That  it  was  the  firft  time  he  had  been 
abfent  from  Chcfter  on  the  firft  day  of  the  month,  the  fa- 
crament-day,  for  this  twenty-four  years,"  But  though 
his  own  flock  were  not  neglected,  yet  he  could  not  con- 
fine his  fervices  to  them ;  he  had  a  juft  care  for  all  the 
churches,  and  efpecially  thofe  that  were  within  his  line  ; 
I  mean,  fuch  as  he  could  vifit  and  return  home  at  the 
week's  end  ;  he  took  a  circuit  of  near  thirty  miles,  and 
frequently  lent  his  afliftance  to  the  diflenting  minifters  and 
churches  that  were  in  that  compafs,  and  he  was  always 
thankfully  received  by  them.  Thofe  that  put  together 
the  various  parts  of  Mr.  Henrys  labors,  and  confider  that, 
befules  what  has  been  mentioned,  he  fpent  a  great  deal  of 
time  and  pains  in  compofing  his  Expofitions  and  other 
writings  for  the  prefs,  will  furely  be  defirous  to  know 
what  method  he  took,  and  what  means  he  ufed  to  main- 
tain and  keep  up  fo  much  life  and  induftry  for  fo  many 
years,  and  to  go  on  fo  unweariedly  in  his  Mafter's  work. 
Among  other  things  that  contributed  to  this  his  uncom- 
mon zeal  and  diligence,  I  fhall  mention  a  few,  which  all 
that  know  him  could  not  but  obferve,  and  which  the 
papers  he  has  left  behind  him  very  amply  teftify  ;  I  mean 
his  great  value  for  time,  his  prayerfulnefs,  obfervation, 
and  frequent  renewings  of  his  covenants  with  GOD ;  by 
thefe  means  he  was  not  only  kept  clofe  to  his  work,  but 
greatly  encouraged  and  ftrengthened  in  it.  In  the  year 
1699,  GOD  called  up  the  learned  and  every  way  excel- 
lent Dr.  Bates  to  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfect : 
Hackney  had  for  many  years  been  happy  in  his  miniftry. 
As  we  have  obferved  in  his  life,  the  Doctor  might  have 
had  almoft  any  preferment,  could  he  have  conformed 
to  the  eftablifhed  church.  Upon  his  death,  the  firft 
perfon  that  was  thought  fit  to  fucceed  him,  was  Mr. 
Afuttkew  Henry  1  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed,  that  an 
invitation  fhould  be  given  him,  and  Mr.  Shower  was 
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defired  to  prepare  him  for  it  by  a  letter,  which  he  did, 
Urging  him  with  great  atTecYion  and  refpec"l  to  hearken  to 
it;  he  returned  his  anfwer  to  Mr.  Shower  the  very  next 
poit,  in  which  he  wholly  declined  it,  and  delired  no  fur- 
ther folicitation  might  be  made  to  him  about  it ;  and  in 
his  Diary  he  avers,  That  the  ilrefs  of  his  reful'al  was  truly 
laid  upon  his  great  arKe&ion  for  the  people  at  Cbeftcr* 
The  congregation  at  Hackney  did  not  immediately  delill 
from  what  their  hearts  were  much  let  upon,  but  them- 
lelves  lent  up  a  letter  of  invitation  in  very  prefling  terms, 
which  in  a  few  days  time  Mr.  Henry  anlwered  with  great 
relied,  but  plainly  and  fully  in  the  negative,  which  I 
think  put  an  end  to  all  further  importunity  on  their  part. 
The  peremptory  refufal  that  Mr.  Henry  had  given  to  the 
congregation  at  Hackney,  difcou  raged  that  of  Salter 's- 
Hall  from  making  any  attempts  of  that  nature,  and  Mr, 
Chorley  of  Norwich  was  chofen,  but  he  declined  it ;  and 
there  being  ililL  fome  difputes  among  them  about  the 
choice  of  another,  it  was  propofed  to  them,  to  give  Mr. 
Henry  an  invitation  ;  and  accordingly  letters  were  written 
to  him  by  Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  Williams  and  Dr.  Hamilton^ 
urging  this  among  other  arguments,  That  there  being 
fome  contefts,  both  fides  would  agree  in  him.    But  he 
itill  declined  it. 

But  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  BiHio'm  1710,  the  congre- 
gation at  Hackney  renewed  their  importunities  fo  forcibly, 
that,  thinking  it  a  proper  call,  and  wifhing  too  for  the 
advantage  of  fuperintending  his  great  work  then  in  the 
prefs,  he  at  length  complied,  and  removed  from  Chejier 
thither  in  Afay  1711.    His  Lord's-days  work  he  managed 
at  Hackney  in  the  fame  method  as  he  had  done  at  Cbc/tcr9 
only  that  inftead  of  beginning  with  the  100th  Pfalm,  he 
begun  with  a  fhort  prayer  ;  for  the  reft  the  order  was  the 
fame.    Though  his  natural  ftrength  was  abated  and  dif- 
tempers  growing  upon  him,  yet  he  abated  nothing  of  his 
wonted  zeal  and  diligence,- either  on  the  Lord's-day  or 
lecture-days,  in  expounding,  preaching  or  catechizing; 
he  kept  his  ufual  hour  of  beginning  public  worftiip,  and 
though  it  was  earlier  than  the  congregation  at  HackneyhaA 
been  accuftoined  to  come  together,  yet  he  was  punctual  to 
the  time,  and  they  loon  came  to  it,  and  that  without  re- 
luctancy,  and  were  many  of  them  well  pleafed  with  it ; 
and  thus  he  did  in  the  afternoon  as  well  as  in  the  morning. 
He  made  it  plainly  to  appear  he  fought  not  his  eafe  and 
pleafurc  in  coming  up  to  London  ;  here  was  a  large  field 
ci  fervice,  and  he  had  a  large  heart,  and  on  that  account 
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the  place  fuited  him  very  well ;  he  has  more  than  once 
preached  the  Lord's-day  morning  lecture  at  Little  St, 
Helens ,  and  then  returned  to  Hackney,  and  preached  and 
expounded  as  ufual  both  parts  of  the  day  there;  fometimes 
after  having  preached  morning  and  afternoon  at  Hackney* 
he  has  gone  to  Mr.  Lloyd's  meeting-houfe  in  Mappings  to 
the  charity-fchool  at  Shake/pears  Walk,  and  fometimes 
over  the  water  to  Rcdriff,  and  preached  the  evening  lec- 
ture, and  returned  home,  and  gone  through  the  feveral 
parts  of  family  worfhip  as  ufual. 

We  come  now  to  the  clofe  of  this  valuable  life.  In 
Afay,  1 7 14,  he  made  a  vifit  to  his  old  friends  in  Chejbire, 
and  towards  the  end  of  t  he  next  month,  as  he  was  upon 
his  return  to  London,  he  was  taken  ill  at  Nantwicb*  His 
old  intimate  friend  (fays  Mr.  TongJ  Mr.  Illidge  was  then 
with  him,  and  had  been  defired  by  the  honorable  Sir  'Thomas 
Delves  and  his  lady  to  invite  him  to  Doddington,  and  he 
had  fully  intended  to  have  waited  on  tjiem,  and  their 
iteward  was  there  with  Mr.  Illidre  to  have  conducted  him 
to  a  houfe  that  has  been  famed  for  impartial  and  difinte- 
refted  religion,  and  I  hope  will  be  ever  fo,  but  he  was  not 
able  to  proceed  any  further;  he  went  to-bed  at  Mr. 
MottcrJhed'>%  houfe,  and  faid  to  his  friends,  "  Pray  for 
me,  for  now  I  cannot  pray  for  myfelf When  they 
were  putting  him  to-bed  he  fpoke  of  the  excellency  ot  , 
fpiritual  comforts  in  a  time  of  need,  and  bleft  GOD  that 
he  had  thofe  comforts :  He  had  faid  to  Mr.  Illidre,  you. 
have  been  uled  to  take  notice  of  the  layings  of  dying  men; 
this  is  mine,  "  That  a  life  fpent  in  the  ferrice  of  GOD 
and  communion  with  him,  is  the  moil  comfortable  and 
pleafant  life  that  any  one  can  live  in  this  world."  He  had 
hut  a  reftlefs  night ;  about  five  of  the  clock  in  the  morn- 
ing he  was  feized  with  what  the  doctors  agreed  to  be  an 
apoplectic  fit ;  he  lay  fpeechlefs  with  his  eyes  fixed,  and 
about  eight  of  the  clock  On  Tuefday  morning,  June  22,  he 
breathed  out  his  precious  foul  into  the  hands  of  Chrlft  in 
the  52d  year  of  his  age.  The  phyficians  could  not  impute 
his  death  to  a  fall  he  had  fome  time  before  received,  from 
which  he  had  all  along  faid  he  felt  no  ill  confequence.  Tho* 
Mr.  Henrys  conftitution  was  very  healthful  and  ftrong,  yet 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  reafon  to  believe  he  put  too  much 
upon  it ;  and  that  not  only  by  his  frequent  and  very  fer- 
vent preaching,  in  which  he  ufed  to  fweat  profufely,  but 
chiefly  by  his  fitting  fo  long  together  in  his  fhidy,  and 
writing  fo  much  ;  this  flopped  the  due  circulation  of  the 
blood  and  fpirits,  and  caufed  an  obefity  of  body  andflufh- 
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ing  in  his  face ;  but  his  ftudy  was  more  to  him  than  the 
palaces  of  princes,  and  his  work  was  his  moil  pleafant 
recreation. 

His  Works.    "  I.  A  fmall  Difcourfe  concerning  the 
Nature  of  Schifm,  1689.    II.  His  Father's  Life,  1696. 
HI.  A  Difcourfe  about  Meeknefs  and  Quietnefs  of  Spirit, 
on  1  Pet.  iii,  4.  to  which  is  added,  A  Sermon  preached  at 
Mr.  Howes  meeting -houfe  in  London,   1698.     IV.  A 
Scripture  Catechifm,  1702.    V.  Family  Hymns,  gather- 
ed moft  out  of  David's  Pfalms,  and  all  out  of  the  infpired 
writings,  1702.    VI.  A  plain  Catechifm  for  Children. 
VII.  A  Sermon  concerning  the  right  Management  of 
friendly  vifits ;  preached  at  Mr.  Howes  meeting  in  London, 
1704.    VIII.  A  Church  in  the  Houfe,  preached  at  Mr. 
Showers  meeting,  and  publifhed  at  the  requeft  of  the  con- 
gregation, 1704.    IX.  The  Communicants  Companion; 
or  inftruclions  and  Helps  for  the  right  receiving  of  the 
Lord's  Supper,  1704.    X.  Four  Dilcourfes  againft  Vice 
and  Immorality,  viz.  1.  Againft  Drunkennefs.  2.  Againft 
Uncleannefs.    3.  Againft  Sabbath-breaking.    4.  Againft 
profane  Speaking.  1705.  XL  Great-Britain  s  prefent  Hopes 
and  Joys  opened,  in  two  Sermons ;  the  former  on  the  na- 
tional thank  fgiv  ing  day,  December  31,  1706,  the  latter  th© 
day  following,   being  New-Tear  s- Day,  Pfalm  Ixv.   I  r. 
XII.  Two  l  uneral  Sermons,  one  on  Dr.  Samuel  Benyon> 
the  other  on  the  reverend  Mr.  Francis  Talients,  miniilers 
of  the  gofpel  in  Shrcwjlmry,   with  an  account  of  their 
lives,  1709.    XIII.  A  Method  for  Prayer,  with  Scrip- 
ture Expreflions  proper  to  be  ufed  under  each  head, 
1 7 10.    XIV.  A  Sermon  concerning  the  M'ork  and  Suc- 
cefs  of  the  Miniftry,  1710.    XV.  Difputes  Reviewed,  a 
fermon  preached  at  the  evening  lecture  on  the  Lord's-day, 
from  Mark  ix.  33,  1710.    XVI.  Faith  in  Chrift  infered 
from  Faith  in  bOD,  a  fermon  preached  on  the  Tuef- 
days  lecture  at  Salter  s-Hall,  (10m  John  xiv.   1.    171 1. 
XVII.  A  Sermon  concerning  the  Forgivenefs  of  Sin  as  a 
Debt,  on  Matth.  vi.  12,  1711.    XVIII.  Hope  and  Fear 
balanced,   in  a  lecture  at  Salter  s-Hall,  July  24,  1711. 
XIX.  A  Sermon  preached  at  the  Funeral  or  Mr.  Samuel 
Lawrence,  minifter  of  the  gofpel,  at  Nantwich  in  Cheflire, 
on  Phil.  ii.  27.  17 1 2.     XX.  A  Sermon  preached  at 
Salter's -Hall  to  the  Societies  for  the  Reformation  of  Man- 
ners, June  30.   1 7 12.    XXL   A  Sermon  preached  at 
Habcrda/bcr  s-Hall  on  the  Occafion  of  the  Deadi  of  the 
reverend  Mr.  Richard  Stretton,  July  13,  1712.  XXII. 
Directions  for  daily  Communion  with  GOP  ;  in  three, 
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Sermons,  fhewing  how  to  begin,  how  to  fpend,  and  how 
to  clofe  every  Day  with  GOD,  Sept.  8,  17 12.  XXIII, 
An  Exhortation  at  the  Clofe  of  the  Ordination  of  Mr, 
Samuel  Clark  at  St.  Alban%,  Sept.  17,  1712.  XXIV.  Po- 
pery a  Spiritual  Tyranny  ;  {hewed  in  a  Sermon  preached 
on  Nov.  5,  1712.  XXV.  A  Sermon  preached  at  the 
Ordination  of  Mr.  Atkinfon,  Jan.  27,  17 13,  XXVI. 
A  Sermon  preached  on  Occafion  of  the  Funeral  of  the 
reverend  Mr.  Daniel  Burgefs,  Feb,  3,  17 13.  XXVII, 
Chrifis  Favor  to  little  Children,  opened  and  improved  ; 
in  a  Sermon  preached  at  the  public  baptizing  of  a  child  in 
London,  on  Mark  x.  16.  March  6,  1713.  XXVIII. 
A  Sermon  concerning  the  catechizing  of  Youth,  preached 
to  Mr.  Harris  %  Catechumens,  April  7,  17 13.  XXIX. 
Self-Confideration  neceffary  to  Self-Prefervation ;  or, 
The  Folly  of  defpifingour  own  Souls  and  our  ownWays  ; 
opened -in  two  fermons  to  young  people,  June  14,  17 13. 
XXX.  Sober-Mindednefs  prefled  upon  young  People; 
preached  at  the  catechiftical  lecture  at  Mr.  Wilcox*  meet- 
ing-place, and  printed  at  the  defire  of  many  of  the  Cate- 
chumens, moll  of  them  being  mini  Hers  fons,  Sept.  2, 
1 713.  XXXI.  A  Memorial  of  the  Fire  of  the  Loid;  in 
a  fermon  preached  Sept.  2,  1713,  on  Numb.  xi.  3,  heing 
the  day  of  remembrance  of  the  burning  of  London,  at 
Mr.  Reynold's  mceting-houfe.  XXXII.  The  Pleafant- 
nefs  of  a  religious  Fife,  opened,  proved,  and  recom- 
mended to  the  confideration  of  all,  and  particularly  of 
young peoj >le,  May2i,i'j  14..  XXHl.His  Expofitionsof  the 
Bible;  in  which  he  has  £one  through  the  Old  Teframent 
in  four  large  volumes  folio,  and  through  the  Evange  lifts 
and  the  Jtfx  of  (he  2p:f:Ls  in  a  fifth;  and  was  fully 
bent,  if  GOD  "had  fpared  his  life,  to  have  finiflied  the 
whole  in  another  volume,  but  in  that  death  has  prevented 
him.  XXIV.  An  Account  of  the  Life  and  Death  of  lieu- 
tenant Midge,  father  to  Mr.  George  Midge  of  N<*ntwich% 
Mr.  Henrys  very  particular  friend.'* 

JOHN    S  H  O  W  E  R, 

f  pHlS  valuable  and  gracious  Miniflcr  was  born  in  the 
JL    citv  <>f  Exeter ,  and  baptized  on  the  1 8th  of  May, 
j6$7*    His  father  was  a  man  of  great  piety  and  liberality 
(Oth?  poor,  thinking  monev,  fo  expended,  to  be  laid  out 

with 


Digitized  by  Google 


SHOWER,  215 

with  furety  beyond  any  other.  In  this  he  was  of  the  fame 
mind  with  a  wealthy  merchant,  who,  having  loft  by  one 
fhipwreck  to  the  value  of  1500 1.  ordered  his  clerk  to  dis- 
tribute icol.  among  poor  minifters  and  people,  adding; 
that  *  if  his  fortune  were  going  by  1500I.  at  a  lump,  it 
was  high  time  to  make  fure  of  lome  part  of  it,  before  it 
was  gone.'  This  was  in  the  laft  century  :  And  there  is  a 
diftinguiftied  merchant,  for  the  honor  of  the  gofpel,  to  be 
found  in  the  prcfcnt,  whofc  public  and  private  benevolences 
prove,  that  he  has  the  happy  art  of  laying  out  his  money 
to  the  beft  advantage,  and  tnat,  bv  lending  to  the  Lord,  no 
diminution  has  occurred  to  his  ftock,*  and  much  lefs  to  the 
peace  of  his  mind.  Mr.  Showers  mother  was  alio  an  ex- 
cellent woman,  and  a  great  blefling  to  her  family.  He 
loft  his  father  in  1661,  who  left  a  decent  eftate  to  his 
widow  and  four  fons. 

Mr.  Bradford  of  Exon  was  his  fchool-mafter  there; 
but,  at  fourteen,  he  was.fent  to  Mr.  IVarren  of  Taunton, 
who  kept  a  private  academy  for  qualifying  young  men  for 
the  miniftry.  After  a  coniiderable  time,  he  and  his  mo- 
ther removed  to  London,  for  the  advantage  of  Mr.  Morton's 
tuition,  who  was  (it  is  faid)  a  polite  and  profound  fcholar. 
Here  he  made  great  proficiency,  infomuch  that  Dr. 
Manton,  as  well  as  his  tutor,  encouraged  him,  before  he 
was  quite  twenty,  to  prepare  himfelf  as  a  candidate  for 
the  miniftry.  Mr.  Timothy  Rogers,  his  intimate  friend 
and  fellow-laborer,  allured  Mr.  Tong,  to  whom  we  are 
chiefly  indebted  for  this  account,  that  his  firft  fermon  was 
preached  in  the  year  1677,  on  Pfalm  cxix.  30.  Having 
mentioned  Mr.  Kogers,  1  cannot  help  giving  my  Readers 
a  moft  remarkable  Providence,  which  occurred  to  his  fa- 
ther, who  was  minifter  at  Crogl'ia,  in  Cumberland,  in  the 
days  of  K.  Char  la  II.  But  as  it  is  fomewhat  long,  I  will 
refer  it  to  a  note,  that  I  may  not  interrupt  my  narration  *. 

In 

*  The  late  Mr.  Thomas  Bradbury  dined  one  day  at  the  houfe  of 
Mr*.  Toofo,  an  eminent  chrittian  lady  in  London  ;  who  was  famous  in\ 
her  day  for  the  love  (lie  bore  to  Chrijl,  and  to  all  his  fervants  and  peo- 
ple. Her  houfe  and  table  were  open  to  them  all,  being  another  Lydia 
in  that  refpech  Mr.  Timothy  Rogers,  who  wrote  tlx  book  on  Reli- 
gious Melancholy,  and  was  himfelf  many  years  under  that  diltrmp<*r, 
dined  there  the  lame  day  with  Mr.  Bradbury  ;  and,  after  dinner,  he 
entertained  Mrs.  Took  and  him  with  fome  Itories  concerning  his  fa- 
ther, who  was  one  of  the  ejected  miniltcrs  in  the  year  1652,  and  the 
furferings  he  underwent  an  account  of  his  nonconformity.  Mr.  Rogers 
particularly  related  one  anecdote,  that  he  hnd  often  heard  his  rather, 
with  a  good  d<*al  of  pleafure,  tell  to  him'eif  and  others,  concerning 
tk  dcliverence  which  he  lud  from  being  lent  to  prifon,  after  hi*  mitt.- 
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In  the  year  1678,  when  the  kingdom  was  alarmed  with 
the  popifh  plot,  it  was  thought  neceflary,  in  conjunction 
with  Drs.  Stillingflect^  Ttllotfon,  Burnet,  and  many  others 
of  the  eftablifhed  church,  that  the  diflenting  minifters 
fliould  warn  the  nation  againft  the  Romtjh  fuperftition. 
Mr.  Shower  was  one  of  the  minifters,  who  fupported  that 

defign. 

pins  was  written  out  for  that  purpofe.  He  lived  near  the  houfe  of 
one  Sir  Rickard  CraJoek,  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  who  was  a  moft  vio- 
lent perfecutor,  and  laid  out  himfelf  to  diftrefs  ferious  diflenters  by 
all  means  which  the  fevere  laws  then  in  being  put  in  his  power ;  par- 
ticularly, by  enforcing  the  ftatute  againft  conventicles.  He  bore  a 
great  hatred  to  Mr.  Rogers,  and  wanted  above  all  things  to  have  him 
in  his  power ;  and  a  fair  opportunity,  as  he  thought,  ottered  itfelf  to 
him.  He  heard,  that  Mr.  Rogers  was  to  preach  at  a  place  fome  miles 
diftant ;  and  he  hired  two  men  to  go  as  fpies,  who  were  to  take  the 
names  of  ail  the  hearers  they  knew,  and  to  witnefs  againft  Mr.  Rogers 
and  theiu.  The  thing  fucceeded  to  his  wifh :  They  brought  the 
names  of  leveral  perlons  who  wee  hearers  on  that  occafion  j  and  Sir 
Richard  lent  and  warned  fuch  of  them  as  he  had  a  particular  forte  at, 
and  Mr.  Ropers,  to  appear  before  him.  Accordingly,  they  all  came, 
with  trembling  hearts,  expecting  the  worft  ;  for  they  knew  the  vio- 
lence of  the  man.  While  they  were  in  hi*  great  hall,  expecting  to 
be  called  upon,  there  came  into  the  hall  a  little  girl,  a  grandchild  of 
Sir  Richard's,  about  lix  or  leven  years  of  age.  She  looked  at  Mr. 
Rogers,  and  was  much  taken  with  his  venerable  appearance  }  and  he, 
being  naturally  fond  of  children,  took  her  on  his  knee,  and  made  a 
great  deal  of  her ;  and  (lie  grew  fond  of  him.  At  laft  Sir  Rukard 
<cnt  one  of  his  lervants  to  inform  the  company,  that  one  of  the  wit- 
nt  ll'cT.  was  fVikn  tick,  and  could  not  be  preient  that  day  {  and  there- 
fore warned  them  to  come  on  another  day,  which  he  then  named  to 
them.  Accordingly,  they  came;  and  The  crime,  as  the  mfticc  called 
it,  was  proved.  He  ordered  their  mittimus  to  be  written,  to  lend 
them  all  to  gaol.  Mr.  Rrgers,  before  he  came,  expecting  to  fee  the 
little  girl  n^-iiit,  had  brought  feme  fwectmeats  to  give  her  :  And  lie 
*v;.s  not  dilappcinted  ;  for' me  cr.mc  running  to  him,  and  was  fonder 
of  him  than  lhe  hud  Ixin  the  day  before.  She  was,  it  feems,  a  par- 
ticular favorite  of  her  grandfather's,  and  had  got  fuch  an  afcendency 
over  him,  tint  he  C  juIiI  d'.:iy  her  nothing.  She  was  withal  a  child 
of  a  violent  lpirit,  and  comIo  bear  no  contradiction,  as  (he  was  in- 
dulged in  every  thin^.  Once,  it  feems,  when  Die  was  contradicted 
in  lonr.thing,  <hc  run  a  penknife  into  her  arm,  that  had  almolt  colt 
her  timer  her  hL,  or  the  lo's  of  her  arm.  After  which,  Sir  Rickard 
would  not  iuwer  her  to  W  contradicted  in  any  thing.  While  (he  was 
litting  on  Mr.  ; -n knee,  and  eating  the  lweatmcats  which  he 
gave  her,  Ih.c  looked  wiihfully  on  him,  and  laid,  «  What  arc  you  here 
tor,  Sir  T  H»?  anfwered,  '  1  believe  your  grandfather  is  going  to  !  nd 
me  and  niy  friends,  vhom  you  fee  lure,  to  gaol/ — *  To  gaol?''  fays 
lhe,  '  Why,  what  have  you  done:' — *  I  dufnothing,  but  preach  at 
fuch  a  place  ;  and  they  did  nothing,  but  hear  me/ — Says  lhe,  *  My 
grandpapa  fha'nt  lend  you  to  gaol.* — *  Ay  but,  my  dear,'  laid  he, 
*  I  believe  he  is  now  making  out  our  mittimus,  to  fend  us  all  there.* 
She  ran  immediately  to  the  chamber  where  her  grandfather  was,  and 
knocked  v\ich  her  hai.ijs  and  heels,  till  lhe  got  in  j  aiui  laid,  4  Wfcit 
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defign.  He  afterwards  aflifted  the  famous  and  witty 
Mr.  JIfopt  author  of  Antt  -  Sozzo  :  And,  in  the  year 
1683,  ne  accompanied  Sir  Samuel  Barnardifltn,  at  the 
defire  of  his  uncle,  in  his  travels  to  the  Continent.  With 
him  and  others,  he  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  Geneva^  feveral 
parts  of  France  and  Italy,  and  of  palling  homewards  by  the  . 

way 

arc  you  going  to  do  with  my  good  old  gentleman  in  the  hall 
•  That's  nothing  to  you/  faid  her  grandfather  j  *  get  you  about  your 
bufinefs.' — «  But  I  won  t/  faid  (he  }  *  he  tells  me,  that  you  are  going 
to  fend  him  and  his  friends  to  gaol  j  and  if  you  fend  them,  I'll  drown 
myfelf  In  the  pond  as  foon  as  they  are  gone. — I  will,  indeed.'  When 
he  faw  the  girl  was  refolute  and  peremptory,  it  (hook  him,  and  over- 
came the  wicked  defiijn  he  had  formed  to  perfecute  thefe  innocent 
men.  He  itept  into  the  hall,  with  the  minimus  in  his  hand,  and  faid, 
4  I  had  here  made  out  your  mittimus,  to  fend  you  all  to  prifon,  as 
you  deferve  j  but,  at  my  grandchild's  requell,  1  let  fall  the  profecu- 
tion,  and  fet  you  all  at  liberty.*  They  all  bowed,  and  thanked  him. 
After  which,  Mr.  Rogers  ftept  up  to  the  child,  and  laid  his  hand  upon 
her  head }  and,  lifting  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  he  faid,  '  GOD  blefs 
you,  my  dear  child  j  may  the  blefling  of  that  GOD,  whofe  caufe  you 
now  did  plead,  though  as  yet  you  know  him  not,  be  upon  you  in 
life,  at  death,  and  throughout  eternity.' — And  then  he  and  his  friends 
went  away.  Mrs.  'Tody  liltencd,  with  uncommon  attention,  to  the 
(lory;  and,  looking  on  Mr.  Rogers,  laid,  «  And  are  you  that  Mr. 
Rogers's  fon  ?'— '  Yes,  Madam/  anfwered  he,  «  I  am.'—'  Well/ faid 
/he,  <  as  long  as  I  have  been  acquainted  with  you,  I  never  knew  that 
before.  And  now  I  will  tell  you  fomething  which  you  never  knew 
before.  I  am  the  very  perfon  your  dear  father  bleflcd,  in  the  manner 
you  now  related  :  It  made  fuch  an  imprellionon  me,  as  I  could  never 
forget.'  Upon  this  double  difcoveiy,  Mis.  Tody  and  Mr.  Rogers 
found  they  had  a  fuperadded  tic  of  chriftian  regard  to  each  other, 
beyond  what  they  had  before.  And  then  he  andMr.  BraSury  were 
dclirous  to  know,  how  (he,  who  had  been  bred  up  with  an  averfioa 
to  real  religion,  was  now  fo  eminent  for  it  ?  She  coraplyed  with 
their  requelt,  and  very  freely  told  them  her  ftory.  She  faid,  that, 
after  her  grandfather's  death,  Ihe  was  left  fole  hcirefs  of  his  great 
eftate :  And,  being  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  and  having  none  to  con- 
trou]  her,  (he  ran  after  all  the  falhionable  diveriions  of  the  time  in 
which  (he  lived,  without  any  manner  of  reftraint.  But,  at  the  farafc 
time,  me  confelfed,  that,  at  the  end  of  them  all,  me  found  a  difTa- 
tistaction  both  with  herfelf  and  them,  that  always  ftruck  a  damp  to 
her  heart,  which  fhe  did  net  knov;  how  to  get  rid  of,  but  by  running 
the  fame  fruitlefs  round  over  and  over  again  ;  but  all  in  vain.  She 
contracted  fome  (light  illnefs,  upon  which  ihe  thought  Hie  would  go 
to  Bathy  as  hearing  that  that  way  a  place  for  pleafure,  as  well  ;i» 
health.  When  fhe  come  thither,  (he  was  led  in  providence  to  con- 
sult an  apothecary,  who  was  a  religious  man.  He  inquired,  what 
ihf  ailed  ?  *  Why'  fays  Ihe,  *  doctor,  I  don't  ail  much  as  to  my 
body  i  but  I  have  an  uneafy  mind,  which  I  can't  get  rid  of.'—. 
'  Truly/  laid  he,  «  Mifs,  I  was  fo  too,  till  I  met  with  a  book  that 
cured  me  of  it.' — *  Books  !'  faid  (he  j  *  I  get  all  the  books  I  can  lay 
ray  hands  on :  All  the  plays,  novels,  and  romances  I  can  hear  or. 
Jttiv,  after  I  have  read  them,  my  uuealuwi*  u  the  fame/—*  Tliat 

may 
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way  of  Germany  and  Holland.  Mr.  Tongs  account  of  this 
peregrination  is  equally  pious  and  entertaining;  and  it 
/hews  how  differently  men  travel,  with  the  fear  of  GOD 
before  their  eyes,  from  thofe,  who  go  out  without  prin- 
ciples, 

may  be,*  fajd  he :  '  I  dont  wonder  at  it.    But  this  book  I  fpeak  of, 
I  can  lay  of  it  what  I  can  lay  of  no  other  I  ever  read  :  I  never  tire 
of  reading  it  j  but  can  begin  to  read  it  again,  as  if  I  had  never  feen 
it  before.    And  I  always  find  fomething  new  in  it.' — *  Pray'  fays  (he, 
*  doctor,  what  book  is  that  V — '  Nay,  Mifs,'  anfwered  he,  «  that  is 
a  fecret  I  don't  tell  to  every  one.* — *  But  could  not  I  get  a  fight  of 
that  book  ?*  lays  Ihe. — *  Yes,  Mifs,  if  you  fpeak  me  fair,  I  can  help 
you  to  it.*  Pray  get  it  me  then,  doctor,  and  I'll  give  you  any  thins 
you  pleafe.*  He  anfwered,  « If  you  will  promife  one  thing,  I  wiH 
oring  it  you ;  and  that  is,  that  you  will  read  it  over,  carefully  : 
And*,  if  you  mould  not  fee  much  in  it  at  firft,  that  you  will  give  it  a 
fecond  reading.*    She  promifed  faithfully  (he  would :  And,  after 
railing  her  cunofity  by  coming  twice  or  thrice  without  bringing  it, 
he  at  lalt  brought  it,  took  it  out  of  his  pocket,  and  gave  it  her.  It 
was  a  New  Teftament.    When  (he  looked  on  it,  (he  faid,  '  Poh,  I 
could  get  that  at  any  time.* — *  Why,  Mifs,  fo  you  might,  replied 
the  doctor  j  but  remember,  I  have  your  folemn  promile,  that  you 
will  read  it  carefully." — *  Well  fays  (he,  though  I  never  read  it  before, 
I'll  give  it  a  reading.*    Accordingly  (lie  began  to  read  it ;  and  it 
foon  attracted  her  attention.    She  law  fomething  in  it  (he  had  a  deep 
concern  in  j  and  if  (he  was  uncaly  in  her  mind  before,  (lie  was  ten 
times  more  fo  now.    She  did  not  know  what  to  do  with  hcrfelf.  So 
ihe  got  away  back  to  Lex.hn,  to  lee  what  the  diversions  there  would 
do  again.    But  all  was  in  vain.    Electing  love  had  decreed  to  fave 
her,  and  effectual  grace  was  determined  to  have  her.    She  lodged  at 
the  court  end  of  the  town  j  and  had  a  gentlewoman  with  her,  by 
way  of  a  companion.    One  Satui\iay  nicjht,  (he  dreamed,  that  (he 
w  is  in  a  place  of  worship,  and  heard  a  icrmon  which  flie  could  re- 
member nothing  of,  when  fhe  awaked,  excepting  the  text ;  but  the 
dream  made  liich  an  impreffion  on  her  mind,  that  the  idea  ihe  had 
of  the  place  and  the  minifter's  face,  was  as  ftrong  as  if  (he  had  been 
acquainted  with  both  for  a  number  of  years.    She  told  her  dream  to 
her  companion,  on  the  Lord  s-day  morning  $  and,  after  breakfaft, 
liiil,  fhe  was  refolved  to  go  in  queifc  of  it,  it  Hie  fhould  go  from  one 
end  of  London  to  the  other.    Accordingly  they  fat  out,  and  went 
j * i r o  this  and  the  other  church,  as  they  palled  along  ;  but  none  of 
them  anfwered  what  (he  faw  in  her  dream.    About  one  o'clock  they 
found  thymic' ves  in  the 'heart  of  the  city  j  and  they  went  into  an 
e^ring-houfc,  and  had  a  bit  of  dinner  :  And  (at  out  again  in  fcarch 
of  this  unknown  place.    About  half  an  hour  after  two,  they  were 
in  the  Poultry ;  and  (he  faw  a  great  many  people  going  down  the  Old 
*Jc\»:rj\  and  (he  determined  me  would  (ee  where  they  were  going. 
She  mixed  hcrfelf  among  them,  and  they  carried  her  to  the  Old 
Jt  xcry.    So  foon  as  (lie  entered  the  door  of  it,*  and  looked  about, 
iW  turned  to  her  companion,  and  laid,  with  Come  furprife,  «  Thi* 
is  th-J  very  place  I  faw  in  my  droam."    She  had  not  flood  long,  till 
Mr.  Sbou-sr,  who  was  then  mini  iter  of  the  place,  went  up  into  the 
puh'it  ;  and,  fo  loon  :is  Ihe  looked  on  him,  with  greater  furprife 
ihe  laid,  *  This  is  the  very  man  I  law  in  my  dream  ;  and, 
if  every  part  of  it  hold  true,  he  will  take  that  for  his  text,  Pfalrr.% 
cxvi.  7.  JUtHM  U'tto  thj  njl,  0  tnjjiul  i  jortkt  lordtatb  cUult  hunti- 
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ciples,  and  return  only  with  bad  practices*. — But,  for 
this  we  muft  refer  the  inquifitive  Reader  to  Mr.  Tong% 
Jarge  detail.  At  his  return,  after  almoft  two  years  ab- 
fence,  he  greatly  advanced  in  his  ulefulnefs  and  reputation. 
But,  as  this  was  in  the  midft  of  a  warm  perfecution  of 
the  diflenting  minifters,  it  was  not  fafe  for  men  of  his 
principles,  however  peaceable  (witnefs  the  cafe  of  Mr. 
Howe,  one  of  the  moft  quiet  and  mildeft  of  men),  to  re- 
main in  the  kingdom.  Accordingly,  he,  as  well  as  Mr. 
Howe  and  feveral  others^  retired  to  Holland,  where  he  con- 
tinued till  two  years  after  the  revolution,  preaching  the 
golpel  at  Rotterdam.  In  this  interval,  he  married  the 
niece  of  the  famous  Mr.  Papillon,  whofe  cafe  made  lb 
much  noife  a  little  before,  for  offer  ting  the  privileges  of 
the  citizens  of  London.  By  her  he  had  three  children, 
though  me  did  not  furvive  the  birth  of  the  laft. 

The  inducement  of  his  return  was  to  be  co-paflor  with 
Mr.  Howe;  but,  being  invited  by  another  congregation 
fome  time  afterwards,  he  thought  his  ufefulnefs  might  in- 
creafe  by  accepting  their  call,  which  he  did  in  May,  1691, 
jtnd  preached  in  Currier  s- Hall,  their  meeting-place,  on 
the  next  LordVday.  An  increafe  of  hearers  loon  made  a 
removal  to  a  larger  room  neceffary,  which  they  found  in 
Jewin-Street,  where  they  continued  feveral  years.  In 
1692,  he  married  the  daughter  of  Mr.  fVhitc,  an  eminent 
citizen,  with  whom  he  was  very  happy  for  nine  years, 
and  by  whom  he  had  feveral  children.  In  the  year  1701, 
his  congregation  removed  themfelves  to  a  more  commo- 
dious meeting  in  the  Old  Jewry,  where  he  was  afliited  by 
Mr.  Timothy  Rogers,  abovementioned.  In  1706,  he  was 
attacked  by  a  malignant  fever,  from  which  he  did  not  re- 
cover without  evident  fhocks  to  his  confHtution.  On  his 
recovery,  he  preached  a  moil  affecting  iermon  to  his  people 

on 

fully  with  tbee*  When  he  began  to  pray,  me  was  all  attention,  and 
every  fentence  went  to  her  heart.  Having  finifhed  prayer,  he  tool; 
that  for  his  text ;  and  there  GOD  met  w  ith  her  foul  in  a  faving  way 
and  manner  :  And  lhe  at  ialt  obtained,  what  (he  lb  hmjj  fought  for 
in  vain  elfewhere,  reft  to  her  foul  in  lxlm  who  is  the  life  and  happi- 
pefs  of  them  that  believe. 

*  The  excellent  Herbert  hath  expreffed  hi*  opinion  upon  this  fub«. 
k^t  with  his  ufuul  piety. 

'  Travels  abroad  both  dear  and  dangerous  are, 
Whilft  oft  the  loul  pays  for  the  body's  fare  : 
Travels  at  home  are  cheap  and  fafe.  Salvation 
Comes  mounted  on  the  wings  of  Meditation. 
He  that  doth  live  at  home  and  learns  to  know 
GOV  and  hinilelf,  needcth  no  further  ^o.' 

Synag.  p.  64* 
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on  Pfalm  cxvi.  8,  9.    About  September,  1713,  he  was 
feized  with  a  paralytic  fit  at  a  friend's  houfe  at  Epping9 
from  which  he  never  fully  recovered.    However,  at 
times,  he  was  able  to  go  on  with  his  work,  and  to  make 
little  ex curfions  occafionally  to  Stoke  Newington;  where 
he  enjoyed  the  fociety  of  Sir  John  Hartop  and  Mr.  Gould, 
the  intimate  friends  of  Dr.  IVatts,  and  raoft  likely  of  Dr. 
Watts  himfelf.    On  the  24th  of  March,  17 15,  he  preached 
his  laft  fermon  from  Pfalm  Ixxix.  1.    But,  from  that 
time,  languifhing  and  difeafe  overwhelmed  his  feeble  body, 
till  the  20th of  June  following;  when  he  found,  what  he 
defired,  death  without  terror,  and  the  goodnefs  of  the 
Lord  in  dying.    He  was  depofited  at  Highgate  on  the  7th 
of  July.    His  natural  temper  was  peculiarly  tender  and 
affectionate,  which  was  certainly  not  diminifhed  by  grace. 
He  could  fay,  both  as  a  minifter  and  a  friend,  Irho  is 
weak,  and  I  am  not  weak ;  who  is  offended,  and  I  burn  not  ? 
This  tendernefs  of  fpirit  mewed  itfelf,  not  only  in  his  pri- 
vate difcourfe  with  his  friends,  but  in  his  public  mini- 
ftrations.  -The  lively  affections  of  his  foul  would  often 
difcover  themfelves  in  many  tears,  both  while  he  was 
pleading  with  GOD  in  prayer,  and  with  men  in  preach- 
ing:  And,  as  flame  increafcs  flame,  he  had  a  natural,  not 
an  artificial,  way  of  moving  the  hearts  of  the  people.  In 
a  word,  he  was  both  a  burning  and  a  Jhinlng  light  below  ; 
and  doubtlefs  is  now  removed  to  Jhinc  as  thejlars  in  the  fir- 
mament for  ever  and  ever. 

His  Works.  "  I.  Serious  Reflections  on  Time  and 
Eternity,  and  fome  other  fubjects,  moral  and  divine. 
With  an  Appendix  concerning  the  firft  day  of  the  year, 
how  obferved  by  the  Jews,  and  may  befl  be  employed  by 
a  ferious  chriltian,  i2wo.  II.  Refignation  to  the  divine 
£ood  Pleafure  in  every  Condition,  recommended  as  our 
Duty  and  Happinefs.  In  a  fermon  from  2  Sam,  xv.  26. 
4*o.  1684.  111.  The  prefent  Correction  and  Reproof  of 
Sin.  A  difcourfe  on  Jcrcm,  ii.  19.  4*0.  1685.  IV.  Of 
St.  Peters  Sin  and  true  Repentance.  A  fermon  preached 
at  Rotterdam,  Dec,  3,  1687.  4/0.  V.  An  Exhortation  to 
Repentance  and  Union  among  Proteftants  :  Or  a  Dif- 
courfe upon  the  Burthen  of  Dumnh,  from  Ifai.  xxi.  11, 
12.  4/0.  1688.  VI.  Practical  Reflections  on  the  late 
Earthquakes  in  Jamaica,  England,  Sicily,  Malta,  &c, 
with  a  particular  hiftorical  Account  of  thofe  and  divers 
other  Earthquakes,  limo,  1693.  VI 1.  The  Day  of 
( j race  :  Or  a  Difcourfe  concerning  the  Poflibility  and 
Fear  of  its  being  pafi  before  Death :  Shewing  the  ground- 
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lefs  doubts  and  miftaken  apprehenfions  of  fome,  as  to  their 
being  finally  forfaken  and  left  of  GOD ;  with  the  dan- 
gerous fymptoms  and  approaches  of  others  to  fuch  a  fad 
it  ate.  In  four  fermons  from  Pfalm  lxxxi.  II,  12.  12010. 
1694.  VIII.  A  Difcourfe  of  tempting  Chrift.  izmo* 
1694.  IX,  Family  Religion,  in  three  letters  to  a  friend. 
1 2m0.  1694,  X,  No  Peace  to  the  Wicked,  A  fermon 
preached  on  the  faft  day,  May  23,  1694.  4/0.  XI.  Some 
Account  of  the  holy  Life  and  Death  of  Mr.  Henry  Gearing, 
who  died  Jan.  4,  1693-4,  aged  61.  i2mo.  1694.  XII. 
A  Thankfgiving  Sermon,  April  16,  1696.  4/0,  XIII.  A 
Sermon  preached  to  the  Societies  for  Reformation  of 
Manners  in  the  cities  of  London  and  Wcjlminjler,  Nov.  1 5, 

1697.  4/0.  XIV.  Of  Long  Life  and  Old  Age.  A  fu- 
neral fermon  on  the  death  of  Mrs.  Jane  Pap'illon,  July 

1698.  4/0.  XV.  The  Mourner's  Companion :  Or  Fu- 
neral Difcourfes  on  feveral  Texts.    In  two  parts,  umo* 

1699.  XVI.  GOD's  Thoughts  and  Ways  above  ours, 
efpecially  in  the  Forgivenefs  of  Sin.  In  feveral  Sermons 
upon  IJa'u  lv.  7,  8,  9.  8^0.  1699.  XVII.  Heaven  and 
Hell :  Or  the  unchangeable  State  of  Happinefs  or  Mifery 
for  all  Mankind  in  another  World.  8^0.  1700.  XVIII. 
Sacramental  Difcourfes.  In  two  parts.  With  a  para- 
pbrafe  on  the  Lord's  prayer.  %vo.  1702.  XIX.  A  Fu- 
neral Sermon  :  Occafioned  by  the  fudden  death  of  the  re- 
verend Mr.  Nathaniel  Taylor,  late  miniiter  of  the  gofpel 
In  London.  4/0.  1702.  Xa.  An  Exhortation  to  Minifters 
and  People,  at  Mr.  Thomas  Bradbury  s  Ordination.  81/0. 
1707.  XXI.  Winter  Meditations.  A  fermon  on  froft, 
and  fnow,  and  winds,  and  the  wonders  of  GOD  therein. 
%vo.  1709.  XXII.  Divine  Support  under  difquieting 
Tioughts.  A  Sermon  from  Pfalm  xciv.  19.  Mmo.  1711. 
XXII I.  E?iccb\  Tranflation.  A  funeral  fermon  upon  the 
fudden  death  of  Dr.  Nchemlah  Gt  nv>  fellow  of  the  col- 
lege of  phyficians,  who  died  March  25,  17 12.  Preached 
in  the  Old  Jewry,  S~jq.  17 12. 


PETER    ALL  IX,    D.  D. 

1T7E  mould  not  think  it  right  to  pretermit  fome 
VV    niemoir  of  this  learned  and  valuable  Man,  the 
labors  of  whole  IifewTere  devoted,  with  equal  fuccefs  and 
ability,  to  the  fervice  of  tbeproteftant  religion  againft  po- 
pery, 
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pery,  and  to  the  Caufe  of  chriftianity  itfelf  againft  leveraf 
forts  of  heretics,  who  have  endeavored  to  fap  its  founda- 
tions. He  was  horn  in  the  year  1641,  at  Akmon  iri 
France,  and,  after  a  very  libera!  education,  became  minif- 
ter  of  the  reformed  church  at  Rouen  ;  where,  before  he  was 
thirty-five,  he  diiiin^nifhed  himfeif  hy  leveral  learned 
v*orks  in  fupport  of  the  protectant  religion.  Thefe  raifed 
bis  chai  acler,  and  occafiontd  his  appointment  to  the  church 
at  Charenton,  then  the  principal  church  of  the  French  Re- 
formed, about  a  league  frou,  Paris,  In  this  htuation,  lie 
applied  himfeif  to  repel  the  artful  attacks  of  the  bifhop  of 
ALaux,  who  was  then  laboring  to  overturn  the  proteitant 
religion,  hy  feeming  concemons  to  its  profeiTors.  His 
fermons  upon  this  occafion  were  afterwards  printed  in 
Holland)  and  met  with  deferved  commendations  from  Mr. 
£ayte9  and  from  every  body  elfe  capable  of  judging  in 
fuch  matters. 

Upon  the  fatal  and  perfidious  revocation  of  the  edi&  of 
Kantcsy  Mr.  Allixy  with  multitudes  of  his  profeflion,  fled 
from  the  tyranny  and  fuperftition  of  their  native  land; 
many  of  whom,  with  himfeif,  found  a  welcome  afylum 
in  the  Brit ifb  dominions.  His  capacity,  zeal,  and  learn- 
ing* procured  our  Author  a  moll:  deferved  as  well  as  dif- 
tinguiflied  reception.  He  immediately  applied  himfeif  to 
the  gaining  our  language,  which  he  attained  to  a  fur- 
prifmg  perfection.  The  degree  ot  doctor  in  divinity  was 
an  honor  immediately  conferred  ;  and,  in  fome  time  after, 
the  treafurerfhip  of  the  church  of  Salijbury  followed  it  for 
Ins  fupport.  As  no  man  was  ever  better  qualified,  it  was 
thought  of  to  engage  him  in  writing  an  authentic  hiilory 
of  the  councils ;  but  the  defign  unhappily  dropped,  for 
want  of  encouragement.  I  have  frequently  thought,  if 
fome  fund  was  cflablifhed  by  our  univerfities,  or  it  fome 
public-fpirited  perfons  (as  for  other  purpofes)  would  be- 
queath a  competent  fum,  for  the  re-publication  of  the  bell 
editions  of  learned  works,  or  for  the  encaerement  of  able 
men  in  the  publication  of  literary  Dcjidaatay  which  they 
might  fear  to  venture  upon  at  their  own  expence,  efpe- 
cially  fince  the  injury  which  learning  has  received  by  the 
demolition  of  copyright  ;  it  would  be  a  moft  beneficial 
and  honorable  circumilance  to  the  literature  of  our  na- 
tion, if  not  of  the  world.  Our  Author,  however,  could 
not  be  idle,  but  wrote  feveral  equally  learned  and  enter- 
taining pieces  in  the  caufe  of  proteftantifm,  which  efta- 
blilhed  his  credit  here,  as  high  as  ever  it  had  been  in  his 
own  country.    In  the  year  1699,  he  wrote  a  very  learned 

and 
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and  admirable  book  in  defence  of  the  Trinity,  which  had 
confiderable  eilects  upon  the  public.  Mornay,  IVitfius,  and 
others,  had  walked  over  much  of  the  fame  ground  ;  but 
Allies  principal  view  was  to  defeat  a  new  paradox  of  the 
Unitarians  in  their  anfwcr  to  biihop  Bull.    They  con- 
tended, that  all  the  Jew'ijh  authors,  which  mention  that 
doctrine,  lived  after  Jujlin  Afartyn,  that  is,  fmce  the  year 
140,  or  at  leafr.  after  the  publication  of  the  gofpel ;  that 
even  the  books  of  thefe  Jew'ijh  authors  are  pious  frauds,  as 
well  as  thofe  of  Pbilo  t\\ejew,  and  the  Book  of  IFifdom;  that 
the  Jews,  prior  to  that  period,  could  not  fpeak  of  the  Tri- 
nity or  the  divinity  of  Chrift,  becaufe  they  knew  nothing  of 
thofe  things  ;  and  that,  at  moll,  whatever  is  to  be  found, 
either  in  the  fcriptures  or  among  the  Jews,  agreeable  to 
thofe  doctrines,  probably  proceeded  from  the  PlatoniJlty 
and  were  adopted  in  order  to  render  the  religion  of  Jcfus 
acceptable  to  the  Pagans.    Againft  thefe  prepofterous  af- 
fertions,  founded  both  in  ignorance  of  the  language  of  the 
Bible,  and  of  ecclefiaftical  antiquity,  33r.  Aillx  let  him- 
felf,  and  has  proved,  that  the  antient  Jew'ijh  church,  with 
refpect  to  the  Trinity  and  divinity  of  the  MeJJiab,  had 
the  very  fame  ideas  at  the  bottom,  though  lei's  clear  and 
explicit,  which  the  chi  iftian  church  hath  at  this  day.  This 
was  a  great  work  ;  and  he  has  executed  it  with  thegreateit 
erudition  and  fidelity.    W  hile  we  are  upon  this  lubjeel, 
we  might  alfo  mention,  that  another  work  of  this  kind 
has  fince  been  publilhed  to  fhew,  that  the  doctrine  of  a 
Trinity  not  only  obtained  (as  well  it  might  according  to 
the  fcriptures)  among  the  antient  Jews,  but  alfo  in  all 
parts  of  the  world,  where  any  fragments  of  remote  opi- 
nions, or  even  the  origins  of  nations,  have  been  pre- 
ferred.   This  is  done,  but  rather  fuccinctly,  in  the  in- 
troduction of  a  book,  entitled,  "  1-hr  a  Scittariee,  or  Lf- 
fays  upon  the  Divinity  of  Chr'tj}"  which  we  have  had  oc- 
cnfion  to  refer  to  in  a  former  volume.    See  Vol.  I.  p. 
203.    Dr.  Allix,  after  thefe  elaborate  performances,  ftill 
continued,  to  oblige  the  chriflian  world  by  his  writings 
for  many  years.    Thefe  have  been  attacked,  as  fuch  works 
always  will  be,  by  a  variety  of  adverfaries  to  the  truth  of 
the  gofpel.    Among  the  reft,  the  doctor  had  a  converfa- 
tion  with  Mr.  IVbi/Ion,  which  being  of  fome  curiofity  and 
importance,  fhall  be  fubjoined  in  a  note  *. 

He 

*  The  little  Treatifc  of  our  Author,  from  which  this  conven- 
tion is  taken,  is  now  become  extreamly  fcarce,  bears  the  fol- 
lowing title :  "  Remarks  upon  fome  places  of  Mr.  Whiftotti  books, 
either  printed  or  in  manufcript.    JJy  P.  Allix,  D.  D.  London, 

"  1711, 
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He  enjoyed  a  very  uncommon  {hare  of  health  and  fpi- 
rits,  as  appears  by  his  Jateft  writings,  in  which  there  is 

not 

1711,  8to/*  The  account  he  gives  us  of  his  converfation  with 
Mr.  Whifton  is  very  particular,  and  very  worthy  of  the  Reader's 
notice;  and  therefore,  as  well  as  in  regard  to  the  fcarcenefs  of 
this  tracl,  which  is  but  a  pamphlet,  I  will  give  the  whole  paflage 
in  the  author  s  own  words,  efteeming  it  a  very  entertaining  part  of 
his  pcrfonal  hiftory.  *  The  late  Dr.  Payne,  as  Mr.  Whifon  iaith,  (for 
I  think  they  both  joined  in  the  oucftion)  having  alked  me,  whether 
the  Holy  Spirit  was  addrefled  to  in  the  public  prayers  of  the  primitive 
church  ?'  I  anfwered,  *  That  if  they  had  ever  read  the  works  of  St.  Bafil 
the  great,  they  would  have  found  a  fatisfaftory  anfwer  to  their  quef- 
tion  ;  for  that  he  had  writ  a  large  diicourle  on  that  very  fubjecr,  in 
which,  he  not  only  fuppofes,  that  all  their  public  prayers  were  direc- 
ted to  the  Father  by  the  interceihon  of  the  Son  in  the  Holy  Spirit ; 
but  proves  likewife,  that  the  Deity  of  the  Spirit,  was  generally  fup- 
pofed  by  the  church,  in  that  form,  though  it  was  not  formally  direc- 
ted to  him  alone.'  I  advilcd  him  to  read  that  peice  of  St  Ba/U,  who 
had  a  natural  occafion  of  examining  this  matter,  by  the  complaint 
which  was  made  againft  him  j  that  in  the  doxology  he  ufed  indittev 
ently,  thefe  words  :  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  <witb  the  Sort,  and  in,  or 
mnto  the  Holy  Gbojl.  And  indeed,  St  Baftl  writing  near  fifty  years 
after  the  rile  of  Arianifm  (which  gave  the  hint  to  Macedonia*,  bifliop 
of  Cotij.antitiople,  to  deny  the  divinity  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  to  do 
all  he  could  to  fupport  his  herefy)  had  folidly  defended  the  fenfe  of 
the  primitive  church,  in  all  times,  and  places,  concerning  the  Deity 
of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  confuted  all  the  arguments  of  the  Macedo- 
nians. This  is  the  fubllance  of  that  converlation ;  and,  I  am  fare, 
the  divines,  and  miniitcrs,  who  were  there,  and  then  prefent,  little 
thought,  I  had  therein  given  any  occafion  for  fuch  a  charge  as  Mr. 
Wb.Jion  has  now,  at  the  diiiance  of  twelve  or  thirteen  years,  publicly 
brought  againlt  me.  He  has  given  me  indeed,  the  title  of  the  very 
learned  doctor,  &c.  But,  as  he  doubtlefs  has  his  realbns  for  what 
he  does,  I  fuppofe,  he  might  dciign  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  mould 
lerve  for  the  iultitication  of  himfelf.  Timco  Danaos  &  Dqv.o  ftrentes. 
Some  months  ago,  one  of  Mr.  H'l  ifions  friends  told  me,  he  had  heard 
from  Mr.  Whijion,  fuch  an  account  of  that  converfation,  as  he  has  lince 
printed.  I  then  told  the  gentleman  the  whole  truth  of  the  matter, 
and  what  then  pallid  between  us :  But  I  thought  it  of  fo  little  im- 
portance, that  though  Mr.#7-y?«*came  afterwards  to  vifit  me,  in  com- 
pany with  fome  friends  of  his,  I  did  not  think  it  necelfary  to  take 
any  notice  of  it,  ar'ter  the  explanation  I  had  given  his  friends,  and 
which  in  all  probability  came  to  his  ears }  elpecially,  fince  I  could 
not  have  done  it,  without  blaming  him  for  his  incivility,  in  making 
his  own  ufe  of  what  I  had  laid,  by  changing  the  ilate  of  the  quel- 
tion,  and  fuppreifing  a  part  of  my  anfwer  :  An  incivility  fo  much 
the  greater,  becaufe  1  had  referred  them  to  St.  Bajil^s  book,  de  Sf>i~ 
ritu  Sanflo,  for  an  account  of  my  fentiments  about  the  o,ucftion  they 
propofed.  I  have  had  fevci  al  opportunities  of  converting  with  Mr. 
Iffiifton,  and  I  am  fatis.'ied  he  never  looked  upon  me,  as  one  who  in- 
clined in  the  leaft  to  his  opinions.  I  thought  him  a  ftudious  man, 
and  had  a  refpecr  for  him  as  fuch  and  he  will  do  me  the  juftice  to 
acknowledge,  that  I  always  fpoke  my  mind  to  him  very  freely  and 
fincerely  j  but  that  I  never  approved  of  the  liberties  he  took,  which 
indeed  were  more  than  could  be  well  borne  with. 
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not  only  all  the  erudition,  but  all  the  quicknefs  and  viva- 
city that  appeared  in  his  earlieA  pieces,  Thofe  who  knew 
him  found  the  fame  pleafure  in  his  converfation,  that  the 
learned  will  always  find  in  his  productions ;  for,  with  a 
prodigious  fhare  of  learning,  he  had  a  wonderful  livelinefs 
of  temper,  and  expreffed  himfelf  on  the  drieft  fubjecls 
with  fo  much  fprightlinefs,  and  in  a  manner  fo  out  of  the 
common  road,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  flag  or  lofe  one's 
attention,  to  what  was  the  fubject  of  his  difcourfe.  He 
was  confulted  by  the  greateA  men  of  his  age,  on  the 
deepeA  and  moll  intricate  parts  of  learning,  and  was  ac- 
knowledged for  a  genius  of  the  full  order  by  thofe  whom  the 
world  have  efleemed,  not  only  the  raoft  capable  but  the 
mod  unbiafled  critics.  It  was  not  any  fingle  branch  of 
literature,  or  a  few  related  to  each  other,  that  could  oc- 
cupy his  thoughts,  but  the  whole  circle  of  fciences  which 
fall  under  the  cognizance  of  a  general  fcholar,  and  found 
divine.  All  thefe  he  had  not  only  tailed  but  digeiled,  as 
appears  by  his  excellence  in  different,  and  a  1  molt  oppofite 
Audies.  His  fermons  mew  him  to  have  been  an  admirable 
orator,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  profound  fcholar.  The 
feveralantient  authors  he  publifhed  teAify  his  (kill  in  cri- 
ticifm,  and  his  perfect  acquaintance  with  antiquity.  His 
treatifes  on  eccleliaAical  hiflory  difcover  a  prodigious 
fund  of  reading,  an  exact  comprehendon  of  his  fubject, 
and  his  fincere  zeal  for  the  proteflant  religion.  He  la- 
bored alfo  to  ferve  it  bv  the  tracts  he  refcued  from  dull  and 
oblivion,  to  fhew  (as  they  effectually  did)  that  the  charge 
of  novelty,  on  which  the  papifts  infilled  fo  loudly,  was  not 
barely  unreafonable,  but  at  the  fame  time  groundlefs. 

His  thorough  acquaintance  with  Hebrew  and  Rab- 
binical learning,  with  whatever  depends  thereupon  in 
Greek  and  other  languages,  was  difplayed  in  his  laborious 
performance  in  defence  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  in 
which  his  fincerity  is  as  confpicuous  as  his  learning.  If 
in  the  profecution  of  fome  deep  and  recondite  Audies,  he 
fometimes  miAook  his  way,  and  erred  a  little  in  his  chro- 
nological computations  ;  it  was  no  more  than  had  befallen 
the  greateA  men  who  had  travelled  this  road  before  him, 
particularly  Jofepb  Medey  and  bifhop  Lloyd ;  neither  have 
thefe  examples  convinced  other  ornaments  of  the  common- 
wealth of  letters,  that  the  rpads  are  impaflable,  iince  the 
very  learned  dean  Prideaux>  and  the  indefatigable  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton,  have  devoted  many  of  their  hours  to  like  in- 
quiries. Our  Author  continued  his  application  to  the 
laA,  and  having  fpun  out  the  thread  to  an  extraordinary 

Vol.  IV.  extent, 
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extent,  died  at  London,  February  21,  1717,  in  the  feventy- 
fixth  year  of  his  age,  leaving  behind  him  the  reputation 
of  a  man,  equally  afliduous  in  the  right  difcharge  of  all 
the  offices  of  public  and  private  life,  and  every  way  as 
amiable  for  his  virtues  and  focial  qualities,  as  venerable 
from  his  uprightnefs  and  integrity,  and  famous  for  his 
Various  and  profound  learning. 

His  Works."  I.  Refponfe  a  la  Diflertation  fur  Bertram 
&  Jean  Scot,  ou  Erigene  qui  eft  a  la  fin  du  premier  Tome 
de  la  Perpetuite  de  M.  Arnaud.  i.  e.  An  Anfwer  to  a 
Diflertation  on  Bertram  and  John  Scot,  which  is  at  the  End 
of  the  Perpetuity  of  the  Faith  by  Mr.  Arnaud.  II. 
Ratramne,  ou  Bertrand,  Prctre,  du  Corps,  &c  duSangdu 
Seigneur.  En  Latin,  &  en  Francois.  Rouen*  1672.  12m?. 
i.  e.  Ratramn,  or  Bertrand,  the  Prieft,  on  the  Body  and 
Blood  of  our  Lord,  in  Latin  and  French*  III.  Differtatio 
de  Trifagii  origine.  Autore  P.  A.  V.  D.  M.  (Petro  Allix 
Verbi  Dei  Miniftro)  Rothomagi,  1674,  8t»o.  i.  e.  A  Dif- 
fertation  on  the  firft  Rife  of  theTrifagium  or  Doxology  ; 
by  Peter  Allix,  &c.  IV.  Differtatio  de  Sanguine  D.  ti. 
J.  C.  ad  Epiltolam  S.  Auguflini  qua  num  adhuc  exiftat 
mquiritur.  $vo.  i.  e.  A  Diflertation  on  the  Blood  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrijl,  &c.  V.  Differtatio  de  cIertulliani  vita 
&  fcriptis.  8^0.  i.  e.  A  Diflertation  on  the  life  and  writ- 
ings of  Tertullian.  VI.  Differtatio  de  Conciliorum  quo- 
rum vis  definitionibus  ad  examen  revocandis.  Svo.  VII. 
Anaflajli  Sinaitse  anagogicarum  contemplationum  in  Hexa- 
hemeron,  liber  xii.  haclenus  defideratus,  Grace  &  Latine 
ex  verfione  &  cum  not  is  Andrea  Daceri'u  Praemiffa  ex- 
poflulatio  de  S.  Joannis  Chryjoflomi  Epiftola  ad  Ca-farium 
a  Par/yfowyf/wj'Theologis  nuper  fuppreffa.  Londini,  1682. 
4:0.  i.  e.  Anafiafius  his  twelfth  book  of  contemplations, 
on  the  fix  days  work  of  the  creation,  which  has  been 
hitherto  fo  much  defired,  in  Greek  and  Latin,  from  the 
verfion,  and  with  the  notes  of  Andrew  Daccr.  To  which 
is  prefixed,  an  Expoftulatory  Preface,  in  relation  to  an 
epiftleof  St.  John  Cbryfojlom  to  Cafarius,  lately  fuppreffed 
by  fome  Parijiah  divines.  VIII.  Douze  Sermons  de  P. 
A%  Mini/Ire  du  S.  Evangilefur  divers  Textes.  A  Rotter- 
</rfw  chez  Riinier  Leersy  1685.  i2mo.  i.  e.  Twelve  Ser- 
mons by  Peter  Allix,  Minifter  of  the  Holy  Gofpel,  upon 
leveral  Texts.  IX.  Les  Maximes  du  vrai  Chretien,  i.  e. 
The  Maxims  of  a  good  Chriftian.  This  was  joined  to 
another  Treatile,  entituled,  Ponnes  &  faintes  penfees  pour 
touts  les  jours  du  mois.  Amflcrdam,  1687.  i.  e.  Good  and 
holy  thoughts,  for  all  thodays  in  the  month.  X.  L* Adieu 
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de  Sainte  Paul  aux  Epbejiens,  Sermon  fur  les  Verfets  26, 
27,  28,  du  xx  Chapitre  des  Affes.  Amjlcrdam,  1688.  nmo. 
i.  e.  St.  Paut s  Farewel  to  the  Ephfjians,  a  Sermon  upon 
Ails  xx.  26,  27,  28.  XI.  Reflexions  upon  the  Books  of 
the  Holy  Scripture,  toeftablifh  the  Truth  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  Religion.  In  two  volumes.  London,  1688.  Xlf. 
Determinatio  F.  Joannis  Parifienjts  de  modo  exiAendi 
Corporis  Chrifti  in  Sacramento  Altaris,  alio  quam  fit  ille 
quern  tenet  Ecclelia.  Nunc  primum  edita  ex  M.  S. 
Codk  S.  Vifloris  Parifienfis',  cui  praetixa  eft  Prsefatio  Hif- 
torica  de  Dogmate  Tranfubftantiationis.  Londini,  1662. 
%vo.  i.  e.  The  Determination  of  Brother  John  Paris, 
Jacobin,  as  to  the  Mode  of  our  Lord's  Body,  exifting  in 
the  Sacrament  of  the  Altar ;  different  from  that,  held  by 
the  Church.  Now  firft  printed  from  a  MS.  at  St.  VitUri 
in  Paris ;  to  which  is  prefixed,  an  hiftorical  Preface,  as 
to  the  Doctrine  of  Tranfubftantiation.  XIII.  Some 
Remarks  upon  the  Ecclefiaftical  Hiltory  of  the  antient 
Churches  of  Piedmont,  by  P.  Mix,  D.  D.  London,  1 690. 
4/0.  XIV.  Remarks  upon  the  Ecclefiaftical  Hiltory  of 
the  antient  Churches  of  the  Albigcnfcs.  By  Peter  Allix, 
D.  D.  trealurer  of  the  church  of  Sarum.  Lond.  1692.  4/0. 
XV.  The  Judgement  of  the  antient  Jnvi/h  Church, 
againft  the  Unitarians  in  the  Controverfy  upon  the  Holy- 
Trinity,  and  the  Divinity  of  our  bleflTed  Saviour  :  With 
a  Table  of  Matters  and  a  Table  of  Texts  of  Scripture 
occafionallv  explained.  By  a  Divine  of  the  church  of 
England.  London,  1689.  %vo.  XVI.  De  A/eJ/ia  duplici 
adventu  DifTertationes  dua?  adverfus  Judaos.  Londini, 
1 70 1.  1 imo.  i.  e.  Of  the  two  Advents  of  the  Mejpab,  in  as 
many  DuTertations  againft  the  Jews.  XVII.  Preface  and 
Arguments  on  the  PJalms.  XVIII.  Neclarii  Patriarchs 
Hierofolymitani  Confutatio  Imperii  Papse  in  Ecclefiam. 
Londini,  1 702.  %vo.  i.e.  Netlarius  Patriarch  of  Jerufalem, 
his  Confutation  of  the  Pope's  Authority  in  the  Church, 

XIX.  Augu/tt  HcrmanniFranckeMan\y<lu&\o  ad  Ledtionem 
Scripture  Sacrae,  edita  ftudio  P.  Al/ix.  Londini,  1706. 
%vo.  i.  e.  Augujlus  Herman  Franckc\  Introduction  to  the 
reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  publifhed  by  Dr.  Al/ix, 

XX.  Diffe  rtatio  de  Jefu  Chrifti  Domini  noftri  Anno  & 
Menfe  Natali.  Londini,  1707  &  17 10.  $vo.  i.e.  A  Dif- 
fcrtation  on  the  Year  and  Month  of  the  Nativity  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  XXI.  The  Prophecies,  which  Mr. 
fVbiflon  applies  to  the  Times  immediately  following  the 
Appearance  of  the  Meffiab,  confidered  and  examined. 
London^  1707.  dvo.    XXII.  Preparations  a  la  Cene,  8w. 
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t.  e.  Preparations  for  the  Lord's  Supper.  Other  Piecei 
are  alfo  faid  to  have  been  written  by  him  ;  viz,  XX I II. 
Thefes  Theologies  de  ultimo  Judicio.  Salmur,  4/0.  1660. 
XXIV.  A  Difcourfe  concerning  Penance.  London,  8v*. 
1688.  XXV.  An  hiftorical  Difcourfe  ooncerning  the 
Neceflity  of  the  Minifter's  Intention  in  adminiflering  the 
Sacrament.  82/0.  1688.  XXVI.  An  Examination  of  the 
Scruples  of  thofe  who  refufe  to  take  the  Oaths.  4/0.  1689. 
XXVII.  Animadveriions  on  Mr.  Hilfs Vindication  of  the 
Primitive  Fathers  againft  the  right  reverend  Gilbert)  bi- 
(hop  of  Sarum,  In  a  Letter  to  a  Perfon  of  Quality.  4/0. 
1605.  XX VIII.  Remarks  upon  fome  Places  01  Mr. 
Whiflon's  Books,  either  printed  or  in  MS.  By  P.  Mix, 
D.  D.  Lond.  1 7 1 1.  8vo."   This  piece  is  very  fcarce. 

RICHARD  TAYLOR. 

RICHARD  TAYLOR  was  a  Man  of  abilities  and 
erudition ;  evangelical  in  doctrine  ;  and  in  converfa- 
tion,  faithfulnefs,  ana  affiduity  in  his  work,  eminent  and 
exemplary.  He  had  his  education  in  the  univerfity  of  St. 
Andrew  %  in  Scotland,  where  he  commenced  batchelor  of 
arts  in  the  year  1674,  and  mailer  of  arts  the  year  follow- 
ing. But  being  duly  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  that 
fervice  in  the  church  of  GOD,  to  which  he  had  devoted 
himfelf;  he  did  not  immediately  engage  in  preaching,  but 
continued  his  fludies  for  upwards  of  two  years ;  fo  that 
having  his  mind  flored  with  a  larger  furniture  of  divine 
knowledge,  his  future  capacity  for  ufefulnefs  might  be 
the  greater.  And  fuch  was  his  modeily,  that  when  he 
entered  upon  the  work  of  the  mini/try,  he  did  it  firft  pri- 
vately ;  and  being  encouraged,  from  the  proof  he  had 
thereby  given  of  his  ability,  he  afterwards  appeared  more 
publicly,  in  1677.  About  which  time,  he  joined  himfelf 
in  fellowfhip  with  the  difTenting  congregation  at  Stepney  ; 
and  in  April  1678,  he  went  to  Vjlerley,  in  the  quality  of 
chaplain  to  Sir  William  Tbomfon  ;  after  which  he  removed, 
in  September  168 1,  into  the  family  of  the  countefs  of 
Sear  J  dale* 

His  abilities  by  this  time  were  fo  well  known,  that  in 
March,  1679,  he  received  an  invitation  from  the  congre- 
gational church  at  Am/ierdem,  to  be  their  pallor ;  which, 
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for  weighty  reafons  at  that  time,  he  thought  fit  to  de- 
cline. But  having  afterwards,  in  July  1686,  received  the 
like  invitation  from  the  congregation  in  London,  of  which 
the  reveiend  Mr.  Brooks  had  heen  paftor,  he  accepted  of 
it.  In  the  difcharge  of  which  duty,  he  fpent  the  remainder 
of  his  days ;  and  with  what  care,  watchfulnefs,  diligence, 
and  zeal,  for  the  fpiritual  welfare  of  his  flock,  was  far 
better  underftood  by  them  than  can  be  expreffed  by  others. 
He  was  a  valiant  champion  for  the  faith  which  was  once 
delivered  to  the  faints  ;  a  zealous  aflerter  of  free  and  effica- 
cious grace  in  converfion,  and  of  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrifl  alone,  for  our  justification,  and  all  the  other  points 
of  chriftian  doctrine  which  ftand  connected  with  them. 

His  preaching  and  practice  were  harmonious;  he  never 
pulled  down  with  the  one  hand,  what  he  built  up  with  the 
other ;  and  his  whole  converfation  and  conduct  were  with- 
out guile  and  temporizing.  And  as  he  lived  in  the  faith 
he  had  preached,  fo  he  died  in  it,  and  de fired  his  friends 
might  know  what  on  his  death-bed  he  declared ;  which 
was,  as  I  have  it  delivered  to  me,  (fays  Mr.  Nejbitt  in 
his  funeral  fermon)  in  thefe  words :  "  I  am  exceedingly 
well  fatisfied  in  the  defence  I  have  been  enabled  to  make 
of  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  in  my  time,  and  now  am  full 
of  the  comforts  of  them  ;  and  if  it  were  poflible  for  me  to 
live  a  thoufand  years  longer  than  I  have  done,  I  would 
continue  to  preach  thofe  truths,  and  be  more  earneft  in 
the  defence  of  them."  As  the  end  of  his  living  was 
Cbrifty  fo  Cbri/lwas  to  him  life  in  death.  His  fun  did  not 
fet  in  a  cloud,  his  evening  was  clear  and  ferene,  no  dark- 
nefs  in  his  mind,  no  thorns  in  his  confeience ;  nor  was 
his  patience  difturbed,  but  had  its  perfect  work;  for  he 
bore  all  his  (harp  and  tedious  pain  with  a  meek  and  quiet 
fpirit.  After  his  people  had  been  blefled  with  his  labors 
for  more  than  thirty  years,  he  died,  in  the  month  of 
September,  1717*  The  following  was  drawn  up  by  the 
editor  of  a  poithumous  volume  on  u  The  Fall who  fays, 
c  The  Author  made  it  the  chief  bufinefs  of  his  preaching, 
whilfl  he  lived,  to  plead  for  the  fovereign  freenefs  of 
GOD's  grace,  for  the  perfection  of  the  fatisfacTion 
Cbrift  made  to  the  juftice  of  GOD,  and  for  the  neceflity 
of  trufting  to  his  imputed  righteoufnefs,  in  order  to  jufti~ 
fi cat  ion.  He  at  the  fame  time  was  very  careful  to  prefs  to 
the  following  of  holinefs,  without  which  it  is  impoflible  to 
fee  or  enjoy  GOD.  And  as  he  was  a  perfon  of  moil 
eminent  piety,  and  of  the  moft  blamelefs  ciroumfpect  con* 
verfation,  he  was  a  credit  to  the  doctrines  pf  grace,  which 
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he  preached  ;  and  he  never  could  be  charged  with  a&ing 
in  fuch  a  way,  as  might  bring  dtfhonor  on  the  glorious 
gofpel  of  GOD  his  Saviour. 

His  Works.  "  I.  The  Hiftory  of  the  Union  be- 
tween the  Prefbyterian  and  Congregational  Diflenting  Mi- 
niflers,  in  and  about  London;  with  an  Account  of  the 
Breach  of  ir.  4*0.  1698.  II.  Two  Difcourfes  preached 
at  Pinner  s-Hall ;  I.  On  Chrift*  as  he  is  a  fure  refuge, 
and  a  rock  of  falvation.  2.  On  theWay  to  have  Peace  with 
GOD.  $vq.  1701.  III.  The  Eftablifhment  of  the  Law  by 
the  Gofpel  alTerted  and  vindicated  :  To  which  is  added,  A 
ieafonahle  Caution  againft  Prefumptiori  in  a  Time  of  Prof* 
perity.  $;.'o.  T704.  IV.  Difcourfes  on  feveral  Subje&s  : 
In  two  volumes.  8s/o.  17 19." 

MATTHEW  CLARKE. 


r  1  ^  HIS  eminent  Minifler  among  the  DiiTenters  was 
J_  born  on  the  2d  of  February,  1664,  at  a  folitary  houfe 
in  Lcicefler  Fore/l,  where  his  father,  who  was  one  of  the 
minifters  ejected  by  the  Uniformity  A£t,  had  retired  from 
the  violence  of  the  times.  As  Mr.  Clarke  $  father  was  a 
man  of  learning,  betook  particular  care  of  his  fon's  edu- 
cation, and  grounded  him  in  the  Latin,  Greek,  and  even 
fome  of  the  oriental  languages,  to  which  were  added  the 
Italian  and  French:  He  fpoke  the  laft  with  uncommon  per- 
fection. Qualified  by  outward  and  efpecially  by  gracious 
advantages  for  the  miniftry,  he  began  his  tervice  in  the 
year  1604,  which  was  no  very  favorable  feafon  for  the  dif- 
fenters. In  about  three  years,  he  was  called  to  Sandwich 
in  Kent,  where  he  exerciled  his  talents  with  great  latisfac- 
tion  for  two  years;  but,  in  1689,  he  returned  to  London* 
and  was  fettled  as  afhltant  to  Mr.  Ford  in  the  meeting  at 
A  files- Lane.  In  1 694,  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Ford,  Mr. 
Clarke  fucceeded  to  the  charge  of  that  congregation,  where 
he  was  bleft  with  many  ieals  to  his  minilrry.  In  1696, 
he  married  Mrs.  Anne  Frith  of  JVindfor,  and  by  her  had  a 
ion  and  a  daughter,  whom  he  brought  up  with  great  care. 
About  this  time  unhappy  difputes  were  raifed  among  the 
diflenting  congregations,  refpecting  *  the  imputation  of 
Chrijfs  righteoufnefs,  the  gofpel  being  a  new  law,  and  a 
change  ot  per  Tons  between  ChrijI  and  his  Ele&,'  which 
cieated  fad  4wi&ons  among  them,  and  alfo  among  the 
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Je&urers  at  Pinner's- Hall.  Mr.  Clarke  was  chofen  to  fuc- 
ceed  upon  a  vacancy  to  thefe  lectures  in  the  year  1697, 
which  he  continued  to  his  death. 

In  private  life,  he  was  truly  exemplary ;  and,  in  his 
public  duty,  was  guilty  of  that  rare  fault  of  being  too 
laborious.    He  has  preached  three  times  on  the  Lord's- 
day,  and  feveral  times  in  the  week  befides ;  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  which  labors,  he  overheated  his  blood,  and 
loft,  by  degrees,  his  natural  reft  and  appetite  :  Infomuch 
that,  in  the  year  1707,  he  was  fo  dangeroufly  ill  of  a  fever, 
that  he  was  given  over  by  friends  and  phyficians,  and  fi- 
nally recommended  in  prayer  by  Dr.  fVatu>  who  affifted 
his  devotions,  as  a  Man  leaving  the  world,  to  the  mercy  of 
•ur  Lord  Jefus  Chr  'ift  unto  eternal  life.    But  when  he  was 
thus  paft  all  expectation  of  life  below,  he  was  wonderfully 
recovered  by  a  medicine,  which  was  given  as  a  laft  effort 
for  his  relief.    This  diforder,  however,  extremely  weak- 
ened his  conftitution.    In  November^  1715?  be  had  the 
misfortune  to  break  his  leg,  which,  coming  upon  a  habit 
worn  down  with  inceffant  labors,  quite  reduced  his  former 
fpirits  and  vivacity.    He  was  more  than  once  chofen  to 
appear  at  the  head  of  the  Diflenters,  in  offering  congratu- 
latory addreflesto  the  throne,  upon  remarkable  occafions, 
and  particularly  upon  the  difcovery  of  the  pretender's  plot 
in  1722.    But  nothing  more  difturbed  his  mind,  or  con- 
tributed more  to  the  impairing  his  health,  than  the  un- 
happy divifions  among  his  brethren  affembling  at  Salter*  s- 
Hally  refpecTmg  the  heterodox  opinions,  which  were  pro- 
pagating in  the  weft  of  England  among  the  dilTenters,  and 
particularly  upon  the  Article  of  the  Trinity.    Thefe  opi- 
nions have  bttfii  incruimg  among  them,  with  additional 
corruption,  to  this  day,  and  have  produced  numberlels 
confulions  and  divifions.    The  Avian  lye  produced  the 
curfe  of  an  exterminated  gofpel  in  Afia^  where  it  pre- 
vailed :  And  may  its  republication  and  reception  never  ex- 
tinguifh  the  light  of  GOD's  truth  and  countenance  in 
Great  Britain  .'  —  Mr.  Clarke  mourned  over  thefe  miferable 
controvert  and  divifions  both  in  public  and  private,  and 
prayed  earntltly  and  conftantly  that  GOD  would  give  a 
better  fpirit  to  the  contending  parties.    But,  finding  that 
he  could  do  but  little  fervice  [for  how  can  the  gentle  voice 
of  truth  be  heard  in  the  clamors  of  paflion  !]  he  withdrew 
very  much  from  public  converfation,  and  relolved  to  fpend 
the  ftioit  remainder  of  his  days  in  lilence  and  iolitude.  In 
the  very  beginning  of  the  year  1726,  he  was  leized  with 
4  complication  of  dilbrdersi  which  on  the  27  th  of  March 
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following,  being  the  Lord's-day,  brought  him  to  the  end 
of  his  pilgrimage,  after  a  journey  of  fixty-two  years, 
feven  weeks,  and  two  days.  He  departed  in  great  devo- 
tion and  complacency,  without  any  doubts  of  his  in- 
tereft  in  the  Prince  of  fa  I  vat  ion.  A  large  Memoir  of  his 
life  and  character  has  been  written  by  the  Rev.  D.  Neat, 
M.  A.  and  prefixed  to  a  volume  of  fermons  compofed  by 
our  Author :  And  the  late  Dr.  Watts  wrote  alfo  a  very 
elegant  Latin  epitaph  to  his  memory,  which  was  engraved 
upon  his  tombftone  in  Bunhtll- Fields ,  and  which  the  Doc- 
tor afterwards  tranflated  into  EngCiJh. 

Tranllation  of  Mr.  Matthew  Clarke*  Epitaph. 
Sacred  to  Memory. 
In  this  Sepulchre  lies  buried 
MATTHEW  CLARKE, 

A  Son  bearing  the  Name  of 

his  venerable  Father, 

nor  lefs  venerable  Himfelf. 
Train'd  up  from  his  youngeft  years 

in  facred  and  human  Learning ;  , 
Very  fkilful  in  the  Languages : 

In  the  Gift  of  Preaching 
excellent,  laborious  and  fuccefsful : 

In  the  Paftoral  Office 
Faithful  and  vigilant : 

Among  the  Controverfies  of  Divines 
Moderate  always  and  pacific  : 
Ever  ready  for  all  the  Duties  of  Piety  : 
Among  Hufbands,  Brothers,  Fathers,  Friends, 

he  had  few  Equals  : 
And  his  Carriage  toward  all  Mankind  was 

eminently  benevolent. 

But  what  rich  Stores  of  Grace  did  lay  behind 
The  veil  of  Modefty,  no  human  Mind 
Can  fearch,  no  Friend  declare,  nor  Fame  reveal, 
Nor  has  this  mournful  Marble  Power  to  telK 
Yet  there's  a  haft'ning  Hour,  it  comes,  it  comes, 
To  rouze  the  fleeping  Dead,  to  burft  the  Tombs, 
And  fet  the  Saint  in  view.    All  Eyes  behold ; 
While  the  vaft  Records  of  the  Skies  unroll'd 
Rehearfe  his  Works,  and  fpread  his  Worth  abroad  ; 
The  Judge  approves,  and  Heav'n  and  Earth  applaud. 
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*  Go,  Traveller,  and  wherefoe'er 

Thy  wand* ring  Feet  (hall  reft 
In  diftant  Lands,  thy  Ear  {hall  hear 
His  Name  pronounc'd  and  bleft. 

He  was  horn  in  Leicefterjhire  in  the  Year  1664. 
He  died  at  London,  March  27,  1726, 

Aged  Sixty-two  Years, 
Much  beloved,  and  much  lamented. 


COTTON   MATHER,  D.D. 

THE  life  of  this  refpeclable  Man  was  publi/hed  by 
by  his  fon   Samuel  Mather,  an   abridgement  of 
which  has  been  given  to  the  world  by  the  late  learned  Dr. 

?ennings,  with  a  recommendatory  preface  by  Dr.  Watts* 
_  his  would  be  a  very  confiderable  encomium,  if  it  flood 
alone  :  But  he  had  higher  claims  of  regard,  both  as  an  in- 
defatigable paftor  and  a  fervent  chriflian.  He  was  born  at 
B  oft  on  in  New  England,  February  12,  1663.  His  father, 
Dr.  Increafe  Mather,  and  his  grandfather,  Mr.  Richard 
Mather,  were  both  eminent  minifters  of  thegofpel  in  New 
England*  And,  by  his  mother's  fide,  he  was  grandfon  to 
Mr.  John  Cotton,  a  man  of  piety  and  learning ;  after  whom 
he  was  named  Cotton*  His  progrefs  in  human  literature 
was  great  and  fpeedy ;  but  it  was  a  much  brighter  part  of 
his  character,  that,  like  another  young  Timothy,  he  knew 
the  holy  fcriptures  from  a  child.  He  grew  in  wifdom  and 
knowledge  above  mofl  of  equal  years,  as  appears  by  his 
early  hatred  of  (in,  and  the  folemn  tranfacrions  of  his 
foul  with  GOD.  He  made  remarks  upon  all  authors  in 
the  courfe  of  his  reading,  by  which  means  he  was  natu- 
rally led  to  fludy  them  thoroughly,  and  to  fix  what  he  had 
fo  itudied  upon  his  memory,  which  appears  to  have  been 
ftrong  and  retentive.  His  marriages  were  thefe :  The  firft 
was  with  Mrs.  Abi rail  Philips,  daughter  of  colonel  Philips 
of  Charles-Town*  She  was  nis  contort  till  1702,  when  fne 
died.  His  fecond  marriage  was  in  the  year  1703,  with  a 
widow  gentlewoman,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hubbard,  daughter 
of  Dr.  John  Clark*  They  lived  together  in  perfect  har- 
mony for  ten  years,  fhe  dying  November  8,  17 13.  In  his 
fifty-third  year  he  married  the  widow  of  Mr,  George  (a 
worthy  merchant)  daughter  of  the  learned  Mr.  Samuel 
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Lee.  With  her  the  Do&or  was  bleffed  to  the  end  of  his 
life.  He  had  in  all  fifteen  children,  namely,  nine  by  his 
firft  wife,  and  fix  by  his  fecond ;  but  only  two  furvived 
him ;  a  daughter  by  the  firft  wife,  and  a  fon  by  the  fe- 
cond. His  method  was  excellent  in  the  education  of  his 
children  ;  but  he  labored  moil  to  inftuict  them  in  reli- 
gion :  And  it  was  his  ufual  way,  to  pray  for  each  of  them 
leparately  and  by  name.  He  laid  down  fpecial  rules  for 
his  own  government  in  converfation,  which  he  ftriclly  ad- 
hered to.  He  was  fo  careful  to  redeem  his  time,  that,  to 
prevent  the  tedioufnefs  of  vifits,  he  wrote  over  his  Andy 
door  in  capital  letters,  "  Be  fhort."  In  his  account  of  one 
year,  it  appeared  that  he  had  preached  feventy-two  public 
fermons,  befides  many  private  ones ;  that  not  a  day  had 
pafled  without  fome  contrivance  to  do  good,  and  in  which 
fome  part  of  his  income  had  not  been  dealt  out  to  cha- 
Titable  and  pious  ufes ;  that,  in  that  one  year,  he  had 
conipofed  and  publiflied  fourteen  books,  and  had  kept  ftxty 
fails,  and  twenty-two  vigils.  And  yet,  notwithstanding 
li is  amazing  diligence  in  improving  his  time,  his  Diary  a- 
bounds  with  cenfures  upon  himfelT.  For  infiance,  at  the 
end  of  one  year  he  writes,  "  Time  fo  mifpent,  as  to  render 
it  unfit  to  be  called  life."  Another  year  he  calls,  "  A  year 
of  forfeited  life."  On  the  review  of  another  year  he  lavs, 
"  Another  year  of  my  finning  againlt  my  precious  Re- 
deemer. Alas!  my  unfruitfulnels  !"  Another  year  he 
calls,  4<  A  year  whiled  away  in  fin  and  {loth." 

He  began  to  preach  when  he  was  about  eighteen,  and 
was  chofen  co-paitor  with  his  father  before  he  was  quite 
twenty  years  old.  This  will  appear  to  have  been  early, 
and  perhaps  too  early.  Certainly  it  can  be  no  rule  for 
thofe,  who  are  not  furnifhed  with  his  uncommon  attain- 
ments. It  mould  be  remembered,  that,  at  this  time,  he 
was  not  only  a  mafic r  in  the  Latin*  Greek*  and  Hibreixy 
languages,  but  had  gone  through  a  courfe  of  other  diffi- 
cult and  various  learning.  In  his  nineteenth  year,  he  pro- 
ceeded maf;er  of  arts,  and  chofe  for  his  thefis,  "  The 
'  Divine  Authority  oi  the  Hebrew  Points,"  which  he  took 
upon  him  to  defend,  though  afterwards,  we  are  told,  upon 
maturcr  reflection,  he  law  fufnciuit  teuton  to  change  his 
opinion  upon  that  matter.  It  appears  by  fome -paflages  in 
his  Diary,  wrote  about  that  time,  how  apprehenhve  he  was 
of  danger  from  temptations  to  pride  ;  particularly  by  the 
following  :  "  The  apprehcnfion  of  curled  pride  (the  fin 
of  young  minifiers)  working  in  my  he  art,  rilled  me  with 
inexurefiiblc  butemcis  and  confuUou  lUine  the  Lord,  In 
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my  early  youth,  when  fome  others  of  my  age  were  play- 
ing in  the  ftreet,  I  was  preaching  to  large  ailemblies  ;  and 
I  was  honored  with  great  refpect  among  the  people  of 
GOD.  I  feared  (and  thanks  be  to  GOD  that  he  made  me 
fear)  left  fatan  was  hereby  preparing  a  inare  and  a  pit  for 
fuch  a  novice.  I  therefore  refolved,  that  1  would  fet  a- 
part  a  day  to  humble  myfelf  before  GOD  for  the  pride  of 
my  own  heart,  and  to  fupplicate  his  grace  to  deliver  me 
from  that  fin.  And  1  law  reafon  to  tear,  that  i  had  been 
guilty  of  it  more  efpecially  in  thefe  two  rctpccls :  Fidt, 
by  applauding  myfelf  in  my  own  thoughts  ;  as  when  1  h  .d 
either  prayed  or  preached  with  enlargement,  or  anlwen-i 
a  queftion  readily  and  fuitably  :  And,  fecondly,  by  an  am- 
bitious affectation  of  pre-eminence  above  what  could  rci-  . 
fonably  belong  to  my  age  or  worth.  1  endeavored  there- 
fore to  humble  myfelf  with  the  following  confuieratkv.s."- 
— Here  followed  feveral  confiderations  in  his  Diary  upon 
the  folly  and  finfulnefs  of  pride,  for  his  own  felf-mort id- 
cation.  He  had  rules  for  his  conducl  in  the  exerciie  of 
his  miniftry,  fuch  as  thefe:  "  To  exerciie  himleli  unto 
godlinefs. — To  endeavor  to  fufFer  injuries  and  abu  fes,  and 
bury  them  in  filence,  rather  than  maintain  a  conteft  with 
any  man. — To  endeavor  to  maintain  a  high  opinion  of  the 
perfonal  worth  of  the  more  valuable  perfons  in  his  Hock, 
and  of  the  unfpeakable  worth  of  the  fouls  of  all  of  them. 

To  prav  for  direction  in  the  choice  of  his  text  and 
fuhjc£k.— fo  confider  the  cafes  and  circumftances  of  his 
hearers,  as  means  of  direction  to  the  fubje&s  he  mould 
preach  on.— To  have  much  of  Ckri/i  in  his  fermons.— To 
keep  a  lift  of  all  the  members  of  his  church,  and,  to  go 
over  it  by  parcels  at  a  time  in  his  fecret  prayers. — To 
vifit  the  families  of  his  flock  for  their  edification,  and  to 
propofe  fome  edify iag  queftions  to  the  younger  branches 
of  them  from  time  to  time.  "  What,  lavs  he  in  one  paf- 
fage,  have  I  been  doing  fince  I  came  into  the  world,  about 
the  great  errand  on  which  GOD  fent  me  into  it  ?  And  if 
GOD  ihould  now  call  me  out  of  the  world,  what  would 
become  ot  me  throughout  eternal  ajres  }  Have  I  ever  vet 
by  faith  carried  a  perifhing  foul  to  the  Lord  Jtfus  for 
righteoufneis  and  falvation  r" 

In  the  firft  year  of  his  miniftry  he  had  reafon  to  believe 
be  was  made  the  inftrument  of  converting  at  leaft  thirty 
(puis.  It  was  confiantly  one  of  his  ririr  thoughts  in  a 
morning,  "  What  good  may  I  do  to-day  r"  He  refolved 
this  general  queition  into  many  particulars.  His  queftion 
for  the  Lord  s-day  morning  conftantly  was,  "  What  ihall 
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I  do  as  a  paftor  of  a  church,  for  the  good  of  the  flock 
under  my  charge  r"    His  queftion  for  Monday  morning 
was,  "  What  fhall  I  do  for  the  good  of  my  own  fa- 
mily ?"    In  which  he  confidered  himfelf  as  a  hufband,  a 
father,  and  a  m after.     For  Tuefday  morning,  "  What 
good  (hall  I  do  for  my  relations  abroad  V*    Sometimes  he 
changed  his  Tuefday  morning  meditation  for  another, 
namely,  '*  What  good  (hall  1  do  to  my  enemies  ?  And 
how  fhall  I  overcome  evil  with  good  }f    For  it  was  his 
laudable  ambition  to  be  able  to  fay,  "  He  did  not  know 
of  any  perfon  in  the  world,  who  had  done  him  any 
ill  office,  but  he  had  done  him  a  good  one  for  it. 
His  queftion  for  Wednefday  morning  was,  *•  What  fhall 
1  do  for  the  churches  of  the  Lord,  and  the  more  ge- 
neral interefts  of  religion  in  the  world  ?"    His  queftion 
for  Thurfday  morning  was,  "  What  good  may  I  do  in  the 
feveral  focieties  to  which  I  am  related  ?"  The  queftion  for 
Friday  morning  was,  "  What  fpecial  fubjedts  of  afflic- 
tion, and  objects  of  companion,  may  I  take  under  my 
particular  care  ?  And  what  fhall  I  do  for  them  ?"  And 
bis  Saturday  morning  queftion,  relating  more  immediately 
to  himfelf,  was,  "  What  more  have  I  to  do  for  the  in- 
tereft  of  GOD  in  ray  own  heart  and  life  ?"    He  was  an 
illuftrious  imitator  or  his  glorious  Pattern ;  and  the  whole 
aim  and  labor  of  his  life  was  to  do  good.    His  application, 
and  the  labors  he  went  through,  arealmoft  incredible.  He 
writ  and  publiflied  three  hundred  and  eighty-two  books, 
reckoning  eflays  and  fmgle  fermons  ;  and  feveral  of  the 
books  are  of  confiderable  fize.    He  had  the  honor  of  an 
epiftolary  correfpondence  with  feveral  perfons  of  eminent 
character  for  piety  and  learning  in  other  countries  ;  as  the 
late  lord  chancellor  King,  the  late  reverend  and  celebrated 
Dr.  Franky  profefTor  of  divinity  in  the  univerfity  of  Hall 
in  Saxony,  and  many  others. 

W e  fhall  now  proceed  to  farther  inftances  of  the  power 
of  religion  in  the  heart  of  this  excellent  Perfon.  He  hath 
left  the  following  memorial  of  his  fecret  tranfa&ions  with 
GOD  on  one  of  his  faft  days :  "  In  the  former  part  of 
this  day  I  humbled  myfelf  before  the  Lord,  with  inex- 
pre/Tihle  agony  of  foul,  for  all  the  fllthinefs  of  my  heart 
and  life.  I  did  with  tears  bewail  my  finfulnefs  ;  and  I 
fubmitted  myfelf  to  the  fovereignty  and  to  the  righteouf- 
nefs  of  GOD,  which  might  uncontrolably  make  me  a 
vefiel  of  difhonor,  and  a  dreadful  monument  of  divine 
difnleafure.  While  I  was  in  the  midft  of  difconfolate  re- 
flections, the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  caufed  me  to  behold  the 
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obedience,  the  facrifice,  and  the  furetyfhip  of  my  precious 
Redeemer,  as  provided  by  the  Father  for  the  relief  of  my 
diftrefTes  :  And  that  good  Spirit  caufed  me  to  rely  upon  it. 
So  that  I  faid  with  tears  of  joy  before  the  Lord,—"  Now 
I  know  that  all  my  debts  are  paid.  My  GOD  will  now 
make  no  demand  of  me,  but  that  I  love  him,  and  praife 
him,  and  glorify  my  blefled  Saviour  for  ever*  I  know  it* 
I  know  it.  And  now  I  will  do  fo  for  ever.  I  can  do  no 
other."  Farther,  he  writes,  "  The  thoughts  of  Chrijl 
are  become  exceeding  frequent  with  me.  1  meditate  on 
his  glorious  Perfon  as  the  eternal  Son  of  GOD  incar- 
nate ;  and  I  behold  the  infinite  GOD  as  coming  to  me, 
and  meeting  with  me  in  this  blefled  Mediator.  I  fly  to 
him  on  multitudes  of  occafions  every  day,  and  am  impa- 
tient if  many  minutes  have  patted  without  fome  recourfe 
to  him.  I  And  that,  where  Chrijl  comes,  a  wondrous 
light,  life,  and  peace  come  with  him,  together  with  ftrength 
to  go  through  fervices  and  fufferings.  The  holinefs  and 
happinefs,  to  which  I  am  introduced  by  this  way  of  liv- 
ing, is  better  to  me  than  all  the  enjoyments  of  this  world. 
"  All  the  riches  of  this  world  appear  contemptible  things  to 
me,  while  I  have  the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrijl.  In  the 
perfon  of  Chrijl  my  Saviour,  I  behold  the  infinite  GOD 
afTuming  the  man  Je/us  into  fuch  an  intimate  and  con- 
fcious  union  with  himfelf,  as  to  conftitute  a  glorious 
God-man,  or  a  man  who  hath  the  fulnefs  of  the  God- 
head dwelling  perfonally  in  him.  That  I  may  have  my 
Je/us  not  only  doing  for  me,  but  alfo  dwelling  in  me,  and 
enabling  me  perpetually  to  feed  and  live  upon  him ;  this 
will  be  enough.  I  care  not  if  I  am  ftript  of  every  thing 
elfe,  if  I  may  but  enjoy  this  felicity.  He  is  the  fubftance, 
and  all  the  creatures  are  but  fhadows  of  him.  From  hence 
I  am  wondroufly  reconciled  to  my  approaching  death ;  for  I 
confider  it  as  my  going  from  creatures  here,  to  him,  in 
whom  I  fhall  find  all  that  I  leave,  and  infinitely  more. 
When  I  now  find  any  thing  amiable  or  comfortable  in  any 
creatures,  I  commonly  fly  away,  as  it  were  from  them, 
to  my  Chrijl,  my  Saviour;  and  I  think  how  great  is  his 
goodnefs  and  his  beauty.  As  for  the  delights  of  the 
world,  I  know  of  none  comparable  to  thofe  which  I  take 
in  communion  with  my  Saviour.  As  for  the  riches  of 
this  world,  I  ufe  no  Iaoor  for  them.  In  my  Saviour  I 
have  unfearchable  riches ;  and  in  my  fruition  of  him  I 
have  a  full  fupply  of  all  my  wants.  As  for  the  ho- 
nors of  this  world,  I  do  nothing  to  gain  honors  for  my- 
felf.    To  be  employed  in  the  Lord  s  work,  for  the  ad- 

"  vancement 


Digitized  by  Google 


a38         C.  MATHER. 

vancement  of  his  kingdom,  is  all  the  honor  that  I  wifh 
for.  I  find  the  thoughts  of  my  Saviour  for  ever  fweetening 
the  hitter  waters  of  Marah  to  me.  I  find  him  the  Com- 
forter that  always  relieves  my  foul,  when  I  have  him  near  to 
me.  I  dare  not  let  my  mind  he  idle,  as  I  walk  in  the 
ftreets.  I  rehuke  myfelf,  and  make  my  moan  to  heaven, 
if  I  have  gone  many  fteps  without  one  thought  of  my  Sa- 
viour." 

On  another  of  his  days  of  praver  and  fafting,  he  writes, 
"  It  was  a  day  full  of  aftoniftiing  enjoyments  ;  a  day 
filled  with  refignation,  fatisfacYion,  and  heavenly  aftonifh- 
ments.  Heaven  has,  as  it  were,  been  opened  to  me  this  day. 
Never  did  I  fo  long  to  die,  and  fly  away  to  heaven.  I 
have  feen  and  felt  unutterable  things.  I  have  tafted  that 
the  Lord  is  gracious.  I  can  by  no  means  relate  the  com- 
munications of  heaven  to  which  I  have  been  admitted.  I 
am  now  fure  that  the  great  GOD  is  my  GOD;  that  I 
Hand  before  him  in  the  righteouihefs  or  Chrifl ;  that  no 
good  fhall  be  withheld  from  me  ;  that  GOD  will  ufe  me 
to  glorify  him  greatly;  and  that  I  fhall  be  an  objecl  for 
the  everlalting  triumphs  of  infinite  grace.  I  was  fcarce 
able  to  bear  the  extalies  of  divine  love  into  which  I  was 
raptured.  They  exhaufted  my  fpirits ;  they  made  me 
faint ;  they  were  infupportahle  :  I  was  forced  to  withdraw 
from  them,  left  the  raptures  fhoukl  make  me  fwoon  away.n 
We  omit  feveral  other  things  of  note  concerning  this  ex- 
cellent Man,  and  come  to  his  ficknefles  and  death.  In 
one  of  his  feafons  of  ficknefs  he  writes  thus,:  "  W  hen  I 
was  pouring  out  my  foul  in  prayer  to  the  Lord,  I  men- 
tioned the  further  lengthening  out  of  my  life,  that  fo  I 
might  enjoy  and  improve  more  opportunities  of  glorifying 
him  in  this  world.  And  I  humbly  acknowledged  before 
him  two  other  objections  which  my  flefh  had  made  againft 
my  dying;  but  which,  through  his  grace,  I  had  now  ii- 
Jenced  and  conquered.  Fir  ft,  my  flefh  pleaded,  that 
earthly  comforts  were  things  too  agreeable  to  be  eafily  for- 
faken.  But  my  faith  is  fatisfied,  that  the  delights  of  hea- 
ven are  fweeter  than  the  comforts  of  earth ;  and,  there- 
fore, I  can  freely  leave  ail  the  entertainments  of  this  evil 
world,  that  I  may  be  with  Chrift,  which  is  far  better  than 
them  all.  Secondly,  My  flefh  pleaded,  What  will  he- 
come  of  my  offspring  when  J  am  gone  ?  But  my  faith  is 
fatisfied,  that  GOD  will  be  a  Father  to  my  fatherlefs  chil- 
dren ;  and  that  my  Lord  Jefus  Cbri/i,  whom  I  have  ferved 
without  feeking  to  gain  worldly  portions  for  my  children 
by  my  miniftry,  will  be  their  Guardian,  and  will  not 
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fuffer  them  to  want  any  good  thing.  My  mind  being 
thus  eafy  on  thefe  two  accounts,  1  am  ready  to  die ;  and 
yet  I  befought  the  Lord,  that  he  would  pleafe  to  fpare 
my  life,  that  I  might  do  him  a  little  more  fervice  in  his 
church  upon  earth,  before  1  enter  on  his  promifed  reil." 
While  he  was  expedting  death,  in  a  fit  of  ficknefs  foine 
time  before  his  Iaft,  he  expected  it  not  only  without  ter- 
ror, but  with  full  aflurance  of  hope.  "  Lord,  laid  he, 
thou  art  with  me,  and  doft  enable  me  to  fin£  in  the  dark 
valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death.  I  perceive  the  iigns  of  death 
upon  me;  and  am  I  not  affrighted?  No,  not  at  all.  I 
will  not  fo  diflionor  my  Saviour,  as  to  be  affrighted  at  any 
thing  that  can  befal  me,  while  1  am  in  his  blelled  hands. 

To  fome  gentlemen  who  vifited  him,  he  faid,  "  I  hope 
I  mall  not  be  found  a  fool,  though  here  I  lie  and  fmg,— 
Soul,  take  thine  eafe  ;  thou  haft  goods  laid  up  for  many  years  ; 
yea,  for  endlels  ages  :  But  they  are  another  fort  of  goods 
than  thofe,  which  this  vain  world  puts  off  its  idolaters 
with."    From  the  beginning  of  his  laft  ficknefs,  which 
was  about  fix  weeks  before  he  died,  he  had  the  fentence  of 
death  in  himfelf,  as  appears  by  a  note  he  fent  to  one  of  his 
phyficians ;  in  which  he  told  him,  "  My  laft  enemy  is 
come;  I  would  fay,  my  beft  friend.*1    When  one  of  his 
people  afked  him,  whether  he  was  defirous  to  die  ?  he  an- 
fwered,  u  I  dare  not  fay  that  I  am;  nor  yet,  that  1  am 
not.— I  would  be  entirely  refigned  to  GOD."    When,  at 
another  time,  he  was  mentioning  fome  matters  he  hnd  on 
the  carpet,  and  which  he  would  willingly  have  lived  to 
finifh,  he  checked  himfelf  for  harboring  any  defire  of  life, 
and  faid,  "  But  if  the  GOD  of  my  life  hath  ordered 
othcrwife,  I  defire  to  have  no  will  of  my  own."  When 
th& phyficians  hinted  to  him,  that  his  ficknefs  was  like  to 
be  unto  death,  he  lifted  up  his  hands  and  eyes  to  heaven,  and 
faid,  "  Thy  will  be  done  on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven,1  And 
a  few  hours  before  he  died,  he  faid,  "  Now  I  have  no- 
thing more  to  do  here :  My  will  is  entirely  fwallowed  up 
in  the  will  of  GOD."    To  a  young  minifter,  his  ne- 
phew, he  faid,  "  My  dear  fon,  I  blefs  you.    1  wifh  you 
all  manner  of  bleflings.    May  you  be  ftrong  in  the  grace, 
with  which  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  will  furniih  you.  And 
may  you  be  an  inftrument  of  difplaying  his  beauties  and 
glories  toothers.    Let  it  be  your  ambition  to  bring  forth 
much  of  that  fruit,  by  which'  our  heavenly  Father  is  glo- 
rified.   May  you  be  fruitful  in  good  works.    You  have 
been  intimately  acquainted  with  my  poor  manner  of  liv- 
ing :    Follow  whatever  you  have  leen  in  it,  that  is 
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agreeable  to  the  pattern  of  a  glorious  Cbrift. — My  dear 
fon,  I  do  with  all  pofiible  affedlion  recommend  you  to  the 
blefling  of  our  dear  Lord  Jjfus  Cbrift* — Take  my  hand, 
with  my  heart,  full  of  bleflings." 

Tohis  own  fon  he  faid,  tc  You  have  been  a  dear  and  plea- 
fant  child  to  me,  and  I  wifh  you  as  many  bleflings  as  you 
have  done  me  fervices,  which  are  very  many.  I  wifh  and 
pray,  that  the  GOD  of  Abraham,  JJaac  ^ni  Jacob  may  be 
yours  ;  and  that  his  blefling  may  roll  upon  you.  I  wifh, 
that  as  you  have  a  profpedt  or  being  ferviceable  in  the 
world,  you  may  be  considerable  and  great  as  the  patriarchs 
were,  by  introducing  [the  further  knowledge  and  enjoy- 
ment of  J  Cbrift  into  the  world.  The  grace  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Cbrift  be  with  you.  Amen."  Dr.  Mather  died  February 
13,  A.  D.  1727-8,  aged  fixty -five.  GOD  was gracioufly 
pieafed  to  favor  him  with  an  eafy  difmiflion  out  of  life, 
and  with  a  fweet  compofure  of  mind  to  the  very  laft  :— . 
Bleflings,  which  he  had  often  and  earneflly  prayed  for. 

His  Works.  He  publifhed  (as  we  have  obferved)  in 
his  life-time  no  fewer  than  382  books.  Many  of  thefe 
indeed  are  but  fmall,  fuch  as  fingle  Sermons,  ElTays,  fcsV. 
but  yet  there  are  fome  among  them  of  confiderabfe  fi  ze, 
viz*  "  I.  Magnolia  Chrifti  Americana.  2.  The  Christian 
Philofopher.  3.  Ratio  Difciplina  Fratrum  Nov-anglo- 
rum.  4.  Directions  for  a  Candidate  to  the  Miniffry. 
5.  The  Life  of  his  Father.  6.  Pj alter ium  Americanum. 
And  he  left  behind  him  in  MS.  among;  other  Books;  7. 
Biblia  Americana,  or,  Illuflrations  of  the  facred  Scrip- 
tures :"  This  work  was  propofed  to  be  printed  in  three 
folio  volumes ;  but,  I  believe,  it  has  never  appeared* 


SAMUEL  HARVEY. 

MR.  Samuel  Harvey  was  born  at  Birmingham  in 
fVarwickfhire.  I'  rom  the  informations  of  them 
who  knew  him  in  his  earlieft  youth,  there  were  manifefl 
indications  of  a  very  ferious  ipirit  aim  oft  as  foon  as  he 
could  fpeak.  He  told  a  worthy  minifter,  his  dear  and  inti- 
mate friend,  the  reverend  Mr.  Broadburft,  of  Birmingham, 
"  That  as  long  as  he  could  remember  any  thing,  he  re- 
membered his  being  concerned  for  the  falvation  of  his 
foul,  and  that  he  always  preferred  his  books  and  his  clofet 
to  the  diverfions  of  the  childifh  age,"    He  was  educated 
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for  the  mini/try  j  and  made  a  great  improvement  in  all  the 
ufual  parts  of  learning,  and  was  critically  ikilled  in  the 
Greek  tongue.  But  he  eipecially  applied  himfelf  to  the 
ftudy  of  divinity,  as  more  agreeable  to  the  temper  of  his 
mind,  and  the  deiign  of  his  life.  His  inclinations  to  the 
miniftry  were  too  ftrong  to  be  diverted  by  any  worldly 
views,  but  grew  up  with  him  from  his  infancy.  When 
his  father  feared  left  his  Mature  fhould  render  him  def- 
picable,  and  be  an  obftrudtion  to  his  acceptance  in  the 
world,  he  declared  to  a  friend,  as  his  deliberate  fenfe, 
"  That  he  was  willing  to  undergo  any  pains,  or  any  re- 
proach for  the  term  of  life,  if  he  might  be  the  iuftrument 
of  faving  one  foul."  While  he  was  in  his  fludies,  he 
ufed  to  have  fet  meetings  with  a  fele6r.  number  of 
fellow-pupils  defigned  for  the  mini/try,  at  their  feveral 
chambers,  for  folemn  prayer  to  GOD  for  a  blefling  upon 
their  labors.  He  fpent  many  hours,  and  fometimes  parts 
of  a  day  in  prayer,  not  from  a  fuperftitious  fear,  or  an 
impofed  tafk,  but  from  the  breathings  of  his  foul  to 
GOD,  and  from  delightful  communion  with  him. 

His  natural  capacities  were  excellent.  He  had  a  found 
judgement,  a  quick  apprehenfion,  and  a  tenacious  me- 
mory. As  he  read  much,  he  retained  what  he  read,  and 
would  give  a  furprifing  account  of  the  fermons  he  heard. 
He  had  a  great  juftnefs  and  compafs  in  his  thoughts,  a 
natural  eafe  and  propriety  of  expreflion,  and  a  great  mix- 
ture of  gravity  andlivelinefs,  when  he  was  engaged  in  any 
fervice,  both  in  countenance  and  fpeech.  He  delighted  in 
religious  converfation,  and  feldom  cared  to  bear  a  part 
in  anv  other,  though  he  would  be  fometimes  chearful  too. 
Here  he  fhone,  and  appeared  with  great  advantage,  and 
was  moll  free  and  communicative*  He  had  a  great  opi- 
nion of  the  good  which  might  be  done  by  it,  when  it 
turned  upon  ufeful  and  important  fubjedts,  and  was  ma- 
naged with  difcretion,  and  with  a  ferious  defign.  Perhaps 
he  was  led  to  this  by  the  remarkable  inflance  which  he  told 
an  intimate  friend,  "  That,  when  he  was  a  fchool-boy,  his 
converfation  about  religion  had  been  the  means  of  the 
converfion  of  one  who  became  a  miniuer,  which  account, 
he  faid,  he  received  fome  years  after  from  the  perfon  him- 
felf." He  kept  a  Diary  for  more  than  fixteen  years  toge- 
ther of  the  ftate  of  his  foul,  and  the  remarkable  provi- 
dences of  GOD,  in  which  were  contained  many  wife 
and  judicious  remarks,  and  the  moft  devout  reflections 
and  ejaculations,  bewailing  the  diforders  of  his  mind,  im- 
ploring the  divine  aid,  adoring  the  divine  mercy,  tsfc.  A 
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from  his  youth,  declared,  *  that  in  the  latter  part  of  Mr* 
Harvey 's  life  he  confidered  him  as  a  chriftian  fully  grown, 
and  arrived  to  the  moll  advanced  fteps  of  the  divine  life, 
which  are  found  among  men  on  earth.' 

As  to  his  miniflerial  character,  he  was  greatly  furnimed 
heyond  his  years,  and  above  the  common  meafure.  His 
dilcourfes  were  always  upon  the  mod  weighty  and  ferious 
fabje&s,  compofed  with  great  judgement,  and  difpofed 
in  the  hell  order,  delivered  with  a  manly  decency,  and  a 
becoming  zeal,  which  engaged  attention,  and  gave  de- 
light, and  acquired  him  the  great  efteem  of  the  ferious 
and  judicious  in  all  the  congregations  in  city  and  country 
wherever  he  cam*.  He  did  not  afFedl  a  vain  oftentation 
of  learning  or  wit,  but  chofe  to  appear  ferious  and  con- 
cerned, as  one  who  was  in  good  earned  himfelf,  and  intent 
upon  doing  good  to  the  fouls  of  men.  He  had  great  ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  mediation  of  CbriJI,  and  the  ftanding 
influences  of  the  divine  Spirit,  as  the  grand  peculiarities 
of  the  chriftian  difpenfation,  and  feared  that  the  want  of 
a  due  regard  to  them  was  one  great  reafon  of  the  languiftiing 


choice  at  Sudbury  in  Suffolk,  for  fometime  together,  and 
was  defirous  to  know  the  will  of  GOD  by  carefully 
weighing  the  circumftances  of  things,  and  determined  to 
follow  it,  whoever  mould  be  of  another  opinion  from 
him.  His  friend* generally  apprehended  him  fit  for  London, 
where  there  is  the  greateft  extent  of  fervice,  and  which  is 
the  great  refource  of  ail  reliefs  to  the  country,  and  that 
the  work  at  Sudbury  would  be  too  great  for  his  flrength. 
The  uncommon  value  and  affeclion  of  the  people  at 
Sudbury  for  him,  and  the  apprehenfions  he  entertained  of 
greater  ufefulnefs  in  a  paftoral  relation  among  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  ferious  perfons,  determined  him  for 
fettling  there.  When  he  was  admoniftied  by  an  elder  mi- 
nifler  of  the  weaknefs  of  his  conftitution,  he  faid,  "  He 
was  willing  to  venture  his  life  in  the  fervice  of  GOD, 
wherever  he  mould  call  him  ;  that  his  work  was  a  good 
work  ;  that  he  ferved  a  good  Matter,  and  that  he  was  not 
lolicitous  about  the  event."  His  ficknefs  was  a  flow 
fever,  which  proved  fatal,  through  the  weaknefs  of  his 
conftitution,  before  it  was  apprehended  dangerous.  He 
ventured  abroad,  while  the  feverifh  diforder  hung  upon 
him,  and  much  exhaufted  his  fpirits  in  a  converfation  with 
fome  voungcr  perlbns,  who  greatly  valued  his  miniilry. 
When  his  books  were  packed  up  for  his  removal,  he  faid 
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to  a  friend  at  the  beginning  of  his  ficknefs,  "  Perhaps  I 
have  a  longer  journey  to  go  than  to  Sudbury"  and  lo  it 
proved,  for  he  died  the  day  before  he  defigned  his  journey 
thither  ;  viz,  Jpril,  17,  1729,  aged  thirty.  The  llow  ad- 
vance of  his  diftemper  at  tirJt,  which  gave  no  apprehen- 
fions  to  thofe  about  him,  and  the  hidden  turn  of  it  after- 
wards, prevented  any  exprefftons  of  his  mind  about  his 
death.  He  was  often  heard  to  pray  the  lait  night,  and 
fometimes  in  Latin,  as  fuppofeoYor  the  greater  freedom  of 
his  thoughts,  and  that  he  might  not  be  underltood  by  thofe 
who  attended.  *  This  was  the  chriftian,  this  the  Mi- 
nifter  (fays  Dr.  Harris,  at  the  clofe  of  his  funeral  fermon 
for  him,  whence  thefe  memoirs  of  Mr.  Harveyhzve  been 
collected)  whofe  converfation  and  labors  we  enjoyed  for 
almoft  feven  years.  I  doubt  not  many  found  that  benefit 
by  them,  which  will  never  be  forgotten.  I  am  fure,  we 
have  all  a  great  account  to  give  of  their  improvement. 
GOD  grant,  that  our  profiting  by  the  ficknefs  and  death, 
as  well  as  by  the  life  and  labors,  of  his  faithful  fervants, 
may  appear  to  all  men  I* 


JOHN    EVANS,    D.  D. 

JOHN  EVANS  was  born  at  Wrexham  in  Dcrbyf!me> 
and  defcended  from  a  race  of  minifters  for  four  gene- 
rations, and,  excepting  one  interruption,  quite  up  to  the 
Reformation.  His  father  was  eje&ed  for  nis  noncon  for- 
mity  at  Ofweftry  in  Shrop/hire,  in  1662.  He  had  his  edu- 
cation firit  under  Mr.  Thomas  Row  of  London  ;  and  after- 
wards under  Mr.  Richard  Frank/and  dXRathmill  in  Yorkjhire* 
He  enjoyed  great  advantages  under  both,  and  made  great 
proficiency  in  all  parts  of  literature.  His  firft  fettlement 
in  life  was  in  the  family  of  Mrs.  Hunt  of  Boreatton  in 
Shrcp/hirc,  who  was  relic*  of  Rowland  Hunt,  efq.  and  lifter 
of  lord  Pog£t,  He  was  treated  with  the  kindnefs  and  re- 
fpecl  of  a  fon  by  that  excellent  lady,  and  by  all  the 
family  ;  which  he  always  fpoke  of  with  a  fingular  pleafure 
rnd  honor.  Here  he  enjoyed  the  great  felicity  of  an 
agreeable  retirement  in  a  religious  family,  and  pleafant 
countrv,  witli  all  the  conveniences  for  ftudy  and  devotion. 
While  he  was  in  this  family,  he  began  to  preach,  before 
he  was  quite  twenty.  After  fome  time,  he  was  called  to 
his  fathers  congregation  at  IVrcxham ;  but  upon  their  rc- 
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fufal  to  join  with  the  other  congregation  in  the  town,  which 
became  vacant,  they  defired  he  would  rather  fettle  in  the 
other  congregation,  than  leave  the  town.  Here  he  was  or- 
dained by  Mr,  Talents  of  Shrewjbury,  Mr.  James  Owen  of 
Ofweflry,  Mr.  M.  Henry  of  Che/ler,  and  Dr.  Benyon  ;  and 
lived  feveral  years  with  great  acceptance  and  eAeem.  He 
was  once  obliged  to  difpute  the  point  of  water-baptifm 
with  one  of  the  people  called  quakers,  before  a  fele&  number 
of  friends,  whom  he  baffled  by  the  many  inftances  of  thofe 
converted  to  chriftianity  in  the  Atts,  and  even  after  their 
receiving  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

After  fomc  time  he  received  an  invitation  to  fettle  at 
Dublin,  but  Dr.  Williams,  who,  though  he  was  not  fatif- 
fied  to  remove  him  from  Wrexham,  which  was  his  own 
native  town,  yet  rather  than  let  him  leave  the  kingdom, 
prevented  that  defign,  by  fending  for  him  to  London, 
tvhere  he  was  feveral  years  his  affiflant ;  and  afterwards, 
at  his  own  defne,  joint  paftor,  and  fucceeded  him  at  his 
death.  They  lived  together  in  the  greateft  mutual  affec- 
tion and  efteem,  notwithstanding  the  difparity  of  years, 
and  different  fentiments  in  fome  particular  matters,  which 
they  fometimes  debated  with  great  freedom,  and  without 
any  offence.  He  fpent  a  whole  week  in  a  folemn  retire- 
ment, and  in  extraordinary  exercifes  of  devotion,  when 
he  rlrft  took  the  whole  paftoral  charge  of  this  congrega- 
tion ;  where  he  fpent  the  principal  part  of  his  life  and 
labors,  and  which  he  always  reckoned,  with  great  thank- 
fulnefs  and  pleafure,  was  fober,  judicious,  and  peaceable: 
And  GOD  owned  his  miniflry  and  endeavors  many  ways 
to  the  good  of  many,  younger  and  elder,  and  in  fome  in- 
ftances very  Angular  and  remarkable.  He  was  feveral 
years  concerned  in  the  *  Lord's-day  evening  lecture  at 
Salter  s-Hall?  and  was  chofen  one  of  the  lix  preachers  at 
the  i  merchants  Ieclure*  in  that  place,  in  the  room  of 
Air.  yeremiah  Smith,  He  publifhed  many  fermons  upon 
various  occafions ;  and  was  once  engaged  in  a  contro- 
verfial  writing  with  a  late  learned  perfon,  concerning 
*  The  importance  of  fcripture  confequences,'  which  was 
generally  allowed  to  be  done  in  a  mafterly  and  chriftian 
way,  with  great  clearnefs  and  judgement,  and  with  great 
fobriety  and  decency.  He  had  formed  a  defign  many 
vears  ago  of  writing  "  A  Hiftory  of  Nonconformity,  * 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Reformation  to  the  times  of  the 
civil  war;  and  to  trace  it  from  its  firft  rife  and  fpring, 
through  the  feveral  fteps,  and  gradual  progrefs  of  it. 
He  had  made  a  vafl  preparation  of  materials  from  all 
quarters,  with  induftry,  and  expence,  for  feveral  years ; 
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and  had  afliftancefrom  feveral  gentlemen,  who  were  lkilful 
in  that  affair,  and  approved  the  defign.  He  began  to 
tranfcribe  it  fome  years  before  he  died,  and  left  fairly 
written  about  a  third  part  of  one  cf  the  two  folios  he  de- 
signed. But  his  conftant  employment  in  the  minifterial 
work  in  a  large  congregation,  the  great  variety  of  public 
affairs  which  paffed  through  his  hands,  the  early  decays 
of  his  conftitution,  and  various  troubles  in  his  own  af- 
fairs, prevented  that  clofe  application  which  the  nature  of 
the  work  required,  in  the  later  years  of  his  life  :  So  that 
this  work  was  left  unfinifhed.  His  character  was  re- 
markable for  many  excellent  endowments.  He  had  a 
great  folidity  of  judgement,  and  uncommon  capacity  in 
diftinguifhing  the  differences,  and  difcerning  the  true  ftate 
of  a  matter.  His  vivacity  and  quicknefs,  joined  with 
great  judgement,  made  a  very  rare  and  uncommon  mix- 
ture :  He  had  the  folidity  of  cooler  and  flower  minds,  and 
the  life  and  quicknefs  of  thofe  of  the  warmeft  imagina- 
tion. His  induftry  and  diligence  were  indefatigable  :  He 
could  bear  hard  Itudy,  and  go  through  a  great  variety  of 
bufmefs  with  eafe  and  difpatch:  He  was  peculiarly  made 
for  the  active  life,  and  was  not  eafily  tired  or  dilcouraged 
by  the  difficulties  of  an  attempt.  His  prudence  was  often 
feen  in  conducting  a  difficult  affair,  or  managing  a  debate 
of  confequence ;  in  foreseeing  probable  difficulties,  and 
finding  out  proper  expedients,  in  which  he  was  often 
fingularly  happy.  His  principles  in  religion  were  lober 
and  moderate,  without  any  zeal  for  ufelels  Speculations,  or 
running  into  any  extreme  :  He  much  attended  to  what 
was  profitable.  The  bible  was  his  religion  and  rule, 
and  his  great  encouragement  and  fupport  in  all  his  trials 
and  conflicts,  living  and  dying.  He  was  thoroughly  or- 
thodox, and  perfectly  catholic ;  difpofed  to  think  well  of 
and  to  honor  thofe  who  differed  from  him,  if  upright  and 
deferving,  of  the  feveral  denominations  among  us.  He 
knew  no  difference  in  his  affection  and  efteem  between 
one  good  man  and  another,  but  what  the  different  degrees 
of  grace  had  made. 

His  lalt  ficknefs  was  a  complication  of  diftempers, which 
gradually  broke  his  conftitution,  though  it  leemed  built 
for  a  longer  ftanding ;  and  became  grievous  to  him,  not 
only  as  a  confinement  from  active  fervice,  which  he  molt 
dreaded;  but  as  it  was  fometimes  very  painful  and  dif- 
treffmg.  He  was  preferved  however  in  fttadinefs  and 
compofure  of  mind  through  a  long  exercife  of  faith  and 
patience,  with  fubmiffion  to  the  divine  will,  aijd  was  ready 
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to  wait  the  event  which  GOD  fhould  allot  him.  His 
lingering  illnefsgave  the  opportunity  of  dropping  Teveral 
things  inftru&ive  and  affecting.  He  had  the  fentence  of 
death  in  himfelf  a  confiderable  time,  and  rejoiced  in  the 
views  of  eternity.  He  would  fometimes  check  himfelf  in 
the  midft  of  exquifite  pain,  "  I  muft  not  complain;  GOD 
is  good  ;  and  the  will  of  the  Lord  be  done."  He  once 
faid,  "  Though  I  cannot  affirm,  in  the  great  expreffion, 
worthy  anapoftle,  of  a  late  venerable  miniiter  among  us, 
(the  pious  Mr.  Lorimore^)  a  little  before  his  death,  "  I 
have  no  more  doubt  of  my  acceptance  with  GOD,  than  t 
have  of  my  own  cxiltence;  yet  I  have  good  hope  through 
grace,  and  fuch  as  1  am  perfuaded  will  never  make  me 
afliamed."  Though  he  was  fenfible  of  many  failings,  he 
faid,  "  Yet  he  could  appeal  to  GOD,  that  he  had  walked 
before  him  in  integrity."  And  added,  with  much  earneft- 
nefs  and  tears,  "  I  have  reafon  of  thankfulnefs  for  an 
early  ferife  of  religion  and  dedication  to  GOD  ;  1  have  en- 
deavored to  order  the  main  part  of  life  as  before  him;  and 
ever  defired  to  be  faithful  in  the  miniftry  :  I  am  confcious 
of  many  failings  in  public  and  in  private  life ;  but  I  can 
reft  upon  the  gofpel  covenant  for  mercy  :  1  am  fully  per- 
fuaded of  its  truth,  and  defire  no  other  falvation."  Sub- 
joining at  another  time,  *'  I  die  in  the  faith  and  hope  of 
the  gofpel  1  have  preached,  and  now  find  great  comfort  in 
it.'*  When  in  acute  pain,  thus  he  fpoke  :  **  The  forma- 
lity and  ceremony  of  taking  down  this  tabernacle  by  de- 
grees, is  irkfome  and  grievous  :  How  much  better  were 
it,  if  it  plea  fed  GOD,  that  it  might  tumble  at  once  !  But 
the  will  of  GOD  be  done.*'  When  he  looked  upon  his 
arms  fwollen  with  diftemper,  and  deformed  by  difeafe,  he 
would  often  cry  with  pleafure,  "  This  corruptible  mall 
put  on  incorruption.  O  glorious  hope  !"  And  when  in 
great  pain  of  body,  would  exclaim,  "  BlefTed  be  GOD 
for  the  peace  of  my  mind." 

He  told  a  particular  friend  who.  vifitcd  him,  "  That  he 
was  obliged  to  thofe  who  exprefled  fo  great  a  concern  for 
his  life,  but  it  was  not  jb  much  as  his  own  defire:"  Ad- 
ding. "  If  I  might  be  continued,  however,  for  further 
ufetulnefs  in  the  church  of  Cbrift>  I  fliall  be  glad  to  live  ; 
but  if  not,  'tis  my  earned 'defire  to  flnifl)  at  prefent."  He 
Ipent  whole  nights  in  prayer  to  GOD,  when  he  could 
not  fleep,  for  himfelf,  his  family,  his  friends,  and  tbe 
church  of  GOD;  for  this  was  the  proper  breath  of  his 
foul.  '  Upon  occafiori  of  the  hours  of  prayer  among  many 
on  his  account,  he  laid,  "  J  heartily  wifli  that  mv  afflic- 
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*  ion  may  be  the  means  of  reviving  the  fpirit  of  prayer  ;  I 
'/hall  not  think  much  of  any  thing  I  endure,  provided  it 
have  that  effect."  Some  days  before  his  death,  he  began, 
with  a  trembling  hand,  to  write  fome  hints  of  meditation 
for  the  ufe  of  himfelf  and  his  friends  :  The  infcription 
whereof  was,  44  What  I  am  as  a  creature  ;  as  a  reafoiubl* 
creature;  as  a  finful  creature  ;  as  a  redeemed  creature  ;  as 
a  creature  bi  a  ftate  of  trial  for  eternity  ;  as  a  fociuhle 
creature,  and  related  to  other  beings  about  me."  The 
laft  thing  remarkable,  while  he  was  lenlible,  and  fome  of 
the  laft  words  he  was  heard  to  fay,  were,  lifting  up  his 
hands,  and  crying  out,  "  All  is  well;  All  is  well  and 
finifhed  his  courfe  with  joy,  in  the  51ft  year  of  his  age, 
May  l6,  1730.  Dr.  Evans  was  of  an  uncommonly  tall 
fhture,  yet  not  a  lufty  man.  There  was  (bmcthing  very 
pleafing,  folemn,  and  commanding  in  his  countenance. 
He  married  a  lady  of  family,  and  had  a  daughter  fuppofed 
to  be  a  confiderable  fortune  ;  but  it  proved  otherwifc,  and 
at  his  death  there  was  a  very  hand  funic  provifion  made  fur 
his  wife  and  daughter  by  the  congregation,  out  of  the  very 
great  refpcc~l  they  had  to  his  memory  as  an  accomplished 
preacher  and  a  mod  excellent  Man.  It  was  not  known,  till 
after  his  deceafe,  that  he  had  been  tempted  to  make  private 
/hip wreck  of  his  large  fortune  in  the  fatal  Soutb-Sea  year, 
fo  deftrucYive  to  multitudes  of  others  as  well  as  to  him. 
The  weight  of  which  fecret  lay  on  his  mind,  and  was,  in 
fome  meafure,  productive  (fo  one  of  his  intimates  thought) 
of  his  flow  but  certain  death.  He  was  buried  with  great 
folemnity  in  Dr.  Williams  s  vault,  in  Bunkill-Ficlds.  —Dr. 
Harris  (poke  the  funeral  oration  over  tlie  grave,  and 
preached  his  funeral  fermon. 

His  Works.  Many  Sermons,  publifhed  at  various 
times,  upon  public  and  private  occahons,  from  the  year 
1704  to  1727.  A  volume  of  Sermons  for  young  pet  funs, 
1725,  Two  volumes  of  practical  Difcourles,  concerning 
the  chriilian  temper.  Two  Letters  to  Mr.  Gumming, 
upon  Sci  ipture-confajuences. 
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JAMES  SAURIN. 

S/\URlN's  father  was  an  eminent  lawver  at  Kiftm-s, 
in       .v,  .  an  l  being  a  proteftant,  wns  obliged  to  rl  v  *.v:tli 
his  fanny,  and  with  thoufands  of  h.s  reformed  coun- 
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trymen,  upon  the  (hameful,  impolitic  and  perfidious  re- 
vocation of  the  edift  of  Nantes.  He  fettled  at  Genrua* 
He  had  four  ions,  whom  he  trained  up  in  learning,  and 
who  were  all  fo  remarkably  eloquent,  that  eloquence  was 
faid  to  he  hereditary  in  the  family.  Our  Author  was  born 
at  Nifmcs  in  1677;  and,  though  after  his  exile  with  his 
father  at  Geneva,  he  had  made  confiderable  advances  in 
letters,  he  abandoned  them  all  for  a  feafon,  that  he  might 
follow  arms.  In  1694,  when  he  was  but  feventeen,  he 
made  a  campaign  as  a  cadet  in  lord  Galloways  company, 
And,  in  the  next  year,  obtained  a  pair  of  colors  from  his 
commander  :  But,  upon  the  figning  the  peace  between 
France  and  Savoy,  he  quitted  a  lite,  for  which  he  was 
never  defigned,  and  applied  himfelf  to  philofophy  and  di- 
vinity under  thofe  great  matters,  TurrcUn>  Troncbin, 
Piclet,  Choue't,  and  other  very  learned  men,  with  whom 
Geneva  at  that  time  was  crouded,  fome  as  natives,  and 
more  as  refugees  from  other  parts  of  the  world.  The 
lummary  however  of  this  valuable  Perfon's  life  has  been 
fo  ably  drawn  by  themafterly  pen  of  the  Tranflator  of  his 
fermons  into  Englijb,  that,  we  hope,  he  will  excufe  the 
liberty  we  take,  in  obliging  our  Readers  with  an  extraft 
from  the  memoirs,  which  he  has  prefixed  to  thofe  dif- 
courles. 

<  Under  thefe  great  matters  [viz.  thofe  above-mentioned] 
Saurln  became  a  ttudent,  and  particularly  -applied  himfelf 
to  divinity,  as  he  now  began  (i6q6,)  to  think  of  devoting 
himfelf  to  the  miniftry.  To  dedicate  one's  felf  to  the 
rninillry  in  a  wealthy,  floriming  church,  where  rich  bene- 
fices are  every  day  becoming  vacant,  requires  very  little 
virtue,  and  fometimes  only  a  ftrong  propenfity  to  vice: 
but  to  clioole  to  be  a  minitter  in  fuch  a  poor,  baniftied, 
pcrlVcuted  church  as  that  of  the  French  protettants,  argues 
a  noble  contempt  of  the  world,  and  a  fupreme  love  to 
(  iOO,  and  to  the  fouls  of  men.  Thefe  are  the  bett  tefti- 
in-mials,  however,  of  a  young  minitter,  whofe  profeflion 
is,  no!  to  enrich,  but  to  fave  himfelf,  and  them  who  hear 
h'.m.  1  Tun.  iv.  1  5.  In  1700,  after  Mr.  Saw/ /// had  hnimed 
his  ttudies,  lie  viiited  Holland,  and  England.  In  the  firtt  he 
m.:dc  a  very  ttiort  ftay  :  But  in  thelaft  he  ttayed  almott 
hve  years,  and  preached  with  great  acceptance  among  his 
V How  exiles  in  London.  Of  his  pcrfon  an  idea  may  be 
formed  by  the  annexed  copper-plate,  which  is  faid  to  be  a 
grca-  likencl's,  and  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  my  inge- 
n  on-;  friend  Mr.  Tboma*  Hcllwav,  as  I  am  to  his  amiable 
b.  other  Mr.  JM  HsHoi^y,  for  leveral  anecdotes  of 
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Saurin.  His  drefs  was  that  of  the  French  clergy,  the 
gown  and  caflbc.  His  addrefs  was  perfectly  genteel,  a 
happy  compound  of  the  affable  and  the  grave,  at  an  equal 
diftance  from  rufticity  and  foppery.  His  voice  was  ft rong, 
clear,  and  harmonious,  and  he  never  loft  the  manage- 
ment of  it.  His  ftilewas  pure,  unaffected,  and  eloquent, 
fometimes  plain,  and  fometimes  flowery  :  but  nevei  im- 
proper, as  it  was  always  adapted  to  the  audience,  for 
whofc  fake  he  fpoke.  An  Italian  acquaintance  of  mine, 
who  often  heard  him  at  the  Haguey  tells  me,  that  in  the 
introductions  of  his  fermons  he  ufed  to  deliver  himfelf  ia 
a  tone  modeft  and  low  ;  in  the  body  of  the  fermon,  which 
was  adapted  to  the  underftanding,  he  was  plain,  clear,  and 
argumentative,  paufmg  at  the  clofe  of  each  period,  that 
he  might  difcover,  by  the  countenances  and  motions  of 
his  hearers,  whether  they  were  convinced  by  his  reafon- 
ing ;  in  his  addrefTes  to  trie  wicked,  (and  it  is  a  folly  to 
preach  as  if  there  were  none  in  our  aflemblies.  Mr. 
Saurin  knew  mankind  too  well.)  he  was  often  fonorous, 
but  oftener  a  weeping  fuppliant  at  their  feet.  In  the  one 
he  fuftained  the  authoritative  dignity  of  his  office,  in  the 
other  he  exprefled  his  Mafter's  and  his  own  benevolence 
to  bad  men,  praying  them  in  Chrifi 5 Jlead  to  be  reconciled  19 
GOD.  2  Cor.  v.  20.  In  general,  adds  my  friend,  his 
preaching  refembled  a  plentiful  fhower  of  dew,  foftly  and 
imperceptibly  infmuating  itlelf  into  the  minds  of  his  nu- 
merous hearers,  as  the  dew  into  the  pores  of  plants,  till 
the  whole  church  was  diflblved,  and  all  in  tears  under  his 
fermons.  His  doctrine  was  that  of  the  French  protectants, 
which,  at  that  time,  was  moderate  calvinifm.  He  ap- 
proved of  the  difcipline  of  his  own  churches,  which  was 
prefbyterian.  He  was  an  admirable  fcholar,  and,  which 
were  his  higheft  encomiums,  he  had  an  unconquerable 
averfion  to  fin,  a  fupreme  love  to  GOD,  and  to  the  fouls 
of  men,  and  a  holy,  unblemilhed  life.  Certainly  he  had 
fome  faults  :  but,  as  1  have  never  heard  of  any,  I  can 
publifh  none. 

During  his  ftay  in  England  in  1703,  he  married  a  Mifs 
Catherine  Boynton>  by  whom  he  had  a  fon,  named  Philip, 
who  furvived  him  ;  but  whether  he  had  any  more  chil- 
dren, I  know  not.  Two  years  after  his  marriage  he  re- 
turned to  Holland^  where  he  had  a  mind  to  fettle  :  but, 
the  paftoral  offices  being  all  full,  and  meeting  with  no 
profpect  of  a  fettlement,  though  his  preaching  was  re- 
ceived with  univerfal  applaufe,  he  was  preparing  to  return 
to  England,  when  a  chaplainfhip  to  fome  of  the  nobility  at 
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the  Hague,  with  a  ftipend,  was  offered  to  him.  This 
iituation  exadtly  fuited  his  wifhes,  and  he  accepted  the 
place  in  1 70c.  The  Hague,  it  is  faid,  is  the  fineft  village 
In  Europe*  \\  is  the  refidence  of  the  States  General,  of 
ambaffadors,  and  envoys,  from  other  courts,  of  a  great 
number  of  nobility,  and  gentry,  and  of  a  multitude  of 
French  refugees.  The  princes  of  Orange  have  a  fpacious 
palace  here,  and  the  chapel  of  the  palace  was  given  to  the 
refugees  for  a  place  of  public  worihip,  and,  it  being  too 
fmall  to  contain  them,  it  was  enlarged  by  above  half. 
This  French  church  called  him  to  be  one  of  their  paftors. 
He  accepted  the  call,  and  continued  in  his  office  till  his 
death,  He  was  conftantly  attended  by  a  very  crowded  au- 
dience, was  heard  with  the  utmoft  attention  and  pleafure, 
and,  what  few  minifters  can  fay,  the  effects  of  his  mi- 
nifterial  labors  were  feen  in  the  holy  lives  of  great  numbers 
of  his  people. 

When  the  princefs  of  IVqles,  afterwards  queen  Caroline, 
paffed  through  Holland,  in  her  way  to  England,  Mr.  Saurin 
had  the  honor  of  paying  his  relpedts  to  that  illuftrious 
lady.  Her  royal  highnefs  was  pleafcd  to  fingle  him  out 
from  the  reft  of  the  clergy,  who  were  prefent,  and  to  fay  to 
him,  *  Do  not  imagine  that,  being  dazzled  with  the  glory 
which  this  revolution  fcems  to  promile  me,  I  have  loft 
fight  of  that  CjOD,  from  whom  it  proceeds.  He  hath 
been  pleafed  to  diftinguifh  it  with  fo  many  extraordinary 
marks,  that  I  cannot  miftake  his  divine  hand  ;  and,  as  1 
ronfider  this  long  train  of  favors  as  immediately  coming 
from  him,  to  him  alone  I  confecrate  them.'  It  is  not  afto- 
nifhing,  if  Saurin  fpeaks  of  this  condefcenfion  with  rap- 
ture. They  are  the  kind  and  chriftian  actions  of  the  go- 
vernors of  a  free  people,  and  not  the  haughty  airs  of  a 
French  tyrant,  infultinghis  Haves,  that  attach  and  inflame 
the  hearts  of  mankind.  The  hiftory  of  this  illuftrious 
chriftian  queen  is  not  written  in  blood,  and  therefore  it  is 
always  read  with  tears  of  grateful  joy.  Her  royal  high- 
jK'fs  was  fo  well  fat  is  hed  with  Mr.  Saurin 's  merit,  that  foon 
after  her  arrival  in  Enrland,  (he  ordered  Dr.  Boulter,  who 
was  preceptor  to  prince  Frederic,  the  father  of  his  prefent 
majcJly,  to  write  to  Saurin,  to  draw  up  a  treat ife  on  the 
education  of  princes.  Saurin  immediately  obeyed  the 
order,  and  prefixed  a  dedication  to  the  young  princes. 
The  book  was  never  printed  1  hut,  as  it  obtained  the  ap- 
probation of  the  princefs  of  lfrales,  who  was  an  incom- 
parable judge,  we  may  conclude  that  it  w  is  excellent  in  its 
kind.    This  was  followed  by  a  haudfoine  prefent  fiom  fh<* 
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pr;ncefs  to  the  author.  His  moft  confiderable  work  was 
entitled,  "  Difcourfes  hiftorical,  critical  and  moral,  on 
the  moft;  memorable  events  of  the  Old  and  New  Tefta- 
ment."  This  work  was  undertaken  by  the  defire  of  a 
Dutch  merchant,  who  expended  an  immenfe  fum  in  the 
engraving  of  a  multitude  of  copper-plates,  which  adorn 
the  work.  It  confifts  of  fix.  folio  volumes.  Mr.  Saurin 
died  before  the  third  was  finimed:  but  Mr.  Roqucs  nnilhed 
the  third,  and  added  a  fourth  on  the  Old  Teltament ;  and 
Mr.  de  Beaufobrc  fubjoined  tvyo  on  the  New  Teltament. 
The  whole  is  replete  with  very  extenfive  learning,  and 
well  worth  the  careful  perufal  of  ftudents  in  divinity.  The 
firft  of  thefe  was  tranflated  into  EngUJb  by  Chamber  iaync, 
foon  after  its  firft  publication  in  French, 

His  "  Differtation  on  the  expediency  of  fometimes  dif- 
guifing  the  truth,"  raifed  a  furious  clamor  againft  our  Au- 
thor. He  does  nojt  decide  the  queftion  :  but  he  feems  to 
take  the  affirmative.  This  produced  a  paper  war,  and  his 
antagonifts  unjuftly  cenfured  his  morals.  The  mildnefs 
of  his  difpofition  rendered  him  a  defirable  opponent,  for 
though  )iQ  was  fure  to  conquer,  yet  he  fubdued  his  adver- 
fary  fo  handfomely,  that  the  captive  was  the  better  for  his 
defeat.  But  others  diu  not  controvert  with  fo  much 
temper.  Some  wrote  againft  him,  others  for  him.  At 
length  the  fynod  decided  the  difpute  in  his  favor.  He 
publifhed  a  l'mall,  hut  valuable  piece  on  "  The  ftate  of 
chriftianity  in  France"  It  treats  of  many  important  points 
of  religion,  in  controverfy  between  the  catholics  and 
proteftants.  There  are  twelve  volumes  of  his  fermons. 
Some  are  dedicated  to  his  majefty  George  II.  and  the  king 
was  pleafed  to  allow  him  a  handfome  penfion.  Some  to 
her  majefty  Q.  Caroline,  while  flic  was  princefs  of  Wales. 
One  to  count  Wajjanacr,  a  Dutch  nobleman.  Two  were 
dedicated  to  her  majefty,  after  his  deceafe,  by  his  fon. 
Profeflbr  Dumont,  and  Mr.  Huffbn,  to  whom  Mr.  Saurin 
left  his  manuscripts,  publifhed  the  reft,  and  one  volume 
is  dedicated  to  the  countefs  dowager  of  Albemarle.  The 
Englijh  fetm  therefore  to  have  a  right  to  the  labors  of  this 
great  Man.  Mr.  Saurin  died  at  the  Hague  on  December 
30,  1730,  moft  fincerely  regretted  by  all  his  acquaint- 
ances, as  well  as  by  his  church,  who  loft  in  him  a  truly 
primitive  chriftian  minifter,  whofpent  his  life,  in  watch- 
ing over  his  flock,  as  one  who  knew  that  he  muft  give  an 
account.' 


JOHN 
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JOHN   JACOB  ULRICK. 

THIS  pious  Man  was  profefTor  of  ethics  and  minifter 
of  the  orphan-houfe  at  Zuric  in  Swijprland ;  horn 
in  the  year  1683,  and  died  the  25th  of  May  1731.  An  ill 
habit  of  body,  contracted  by  a  fedentary  life,  and  the 
overftraining  of  his  voice  in  preaching,  difabled  him  from 
public  work  for  two  years  before  he  died  :  But,  during 
that  interval,  he  not  only  publifhed  many  excellent  books, 
but  alfo  prepared  himfelt  and  waited  for  his  great  change 
with  fuch  a  degree  of  faith,  hope,  and  refignation,  as  can- 
not fail  of  being  exceedingly  edifying  to  all  who  regard  the 
dying  words  of  the  children  of  GOD.  The  laft  fermon 
he  preached  was  from  Job  xix.  25.  /  know  that  tny  RcdccmeT 
llveth ;  which  he  printed  at  the  defire  of  feveral  friends  ; 
and  after  figning  his  name,  adds,  "  Whofe  motto  may 
be,  As  dying,  and  behold  we  live ;  as  chajlifed,  and  not  hilled ; 
as  forrowful,  yet  always  rejoicing"  In  the  preface  to  fome 
dilcourfes,  which  he  dated  from  his  fick-beda  few  months 
before  he  died,  he  declares,  u  That  eternity  had  fwal- 
lowed  up  moft  of  his  thoughts  and  defires ;  that  like  unto 
NoahJs  dove,  he  could  find  no  reft  in  any  created  thin£ ; 
and  therefore  he  haftens  toward  the  ark,  wiftiing  to  he  dif- 
folved,  and  to  be  wither//?;  but  willing,  if  fo  it  pleafed 
(jOD,  to  continue  Hill  longer  in  this  valley  of  tears,  and 
fo  long  to  follow  the  lamb  to  Golgotha,  till  he  may  be  ad- 
mitted into  Zion  and  Jcrufalcm*  My  Jefus,  faith  he, 
though  he  cried  but  a  few  moments  ago,  My  GOD,  my 
GOD,  why  haft  thou  forfuken  me?  yet  triumphs  a  little 
after,  //  is  finijhcd,  and  bowed  his  head  ;  fo  will  it  alfo  be 
laid  of  me  at  laft,  "  This  is  one  that  is  come  out  of  great 
tribulations :"  And  concluded,  "  Well,  Lord  Jefus  f  if 
thou  wilt  not  come  now,  come  at  laft  quickly  !  O  Lord 
Jefus  /  come,  and  let  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace." 

Keing  defired,  agreeable  to  an  annual  cuftom,  to  invite 
the  learned  of  the  academy  to  a  due  folemnizing  of  the 
commemoration  of  the  firft  Pcntecoft  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  this  he  did  in  a  beautiful  Latin  oration,  (chooiing 
for  his  fubjecl  Stephen  looking  ftedfaftlv  to  heaven,  and 
feeing  Jefus  at  the  right  hand  of  (iOl),)  although  lb 
weak  that  he  could  not  read  it  in  public  himfelf.  Here, 
after  a  lively  and  engaging  explication  of  the  paftTage  in 
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the  dels,  he  proved,  by  a  variety  of  inftances,  the  truth 
of  this  comfortable  doctrine,  "  That  the  Lord  fometimes 
grants  to  his  children  in  their  Ian;  hours  a  moll  delightful 
lenfe  and  expectation  of  that  blils,  to  which  after  death 
they  enter ;  and  permits  them,  in  full  afTurance  of  faith, 
to  have  a  foretafte  of  the  elories  of  the  better  world."  To 

O 

this,  having  produced  a  great  cloud  of  witnelTes,  he  ex- 
horted his  hearers  mofl  fervently,  fo  to  live,  that  fo  they 
might  die ;  and  at  lalt  gave,  as  it  were,  his  own  dying 
words;  which  fufficiently  evince  him  one  of  thofe  who 
have  hope  in  death.  "  But  whether,"  faid  he,  "  does  the 
fweetnefs  of  thefe  things  lead  me  ?  Truly,  a  dying  chris- 
tian as  I  am,  can  never  hear  too  much  of  dying;  1,  who 
can  hardly  fetch  my  breath,  and  am  doubtful,  whether  1 
muft  reckon  myfelf  among  the  dead,  or  among  the  living. 
It  is  this  confideration  that  filled  my  fails,  and  carried  me 
fo  far  from  the  fhore.  But  that  I  may  free  you  from 
tedious  hearing,  I  withdraw,  and  turn  myfelf  laflly  in  a 
feeble  voice  to  thee,  O  fweet  Jefus  !  In  thy  name  1  be- 
gun, and  in  thy  name  I  finijh ;  all  glory  be  unto  thee 
alone !  Many  things  have  I  to  afk  of  thee,  but  I  will 
do  it  on  my  fick  bed,  and  with  full  freedom  in  my  clofet. 
This  only  1  pray,  I  may  not  be  refufed.  If  I  can  be  of 
any  ufe  to  thy  church,  O  reftore  me  !  if  not,  O  free  me 
from  this  world,  which  to  me  is  far  better  !  Thou  knoweft 
I  do  not  fhun  death;  1  wifh  and  wait  for  it  with  open 
arms.  Methinksl  die,  becaufe  I  cannot  die  of  that  death 
which  will  open  unto  me  the  gates  of  life.  Let  him  be 
afraid  of  death,  who  is  unwilling  to  go  to  Chri/i>  and  who 
lias  no  hope  of  reigning  with  Cbri/i;  but,  my  Jcfus,  this  [ 
do  not  only  hope,  but  though  I  am  over  and  over  death 
and  hell  defei  vine,  yet  I  am  firmly  aflured  of  it ;  why 
then  fhould  I  be  afraid  of  death  r  why  not  rather  long  for 
it  ?  Cbri/i  is  my  life,  and  to  die  is  my  exceeding  great 
gain. — Yea,  Lord,  let  me  now  die,  that  I  may  fee  thee. 
"  How  many  thoufand  wifhes  I  fend  for  thee  ?  O  Jcfus  ! 
when  wilt  thou  fatisfy  my  foul  ? — But  what  do  I  fay  ?  Be- 
hold I  fee,  even  now,  heaven  open,  and  the  Son  of  Man 
at  the  right  hand  of  GOD  ;  but  I  fee  it  through  the  lattice, 
and  only  as  in  a  glafs.  I  fee  it,  but  not  near.  O  that  I 
might  foon  fee  it  face  to  face  !  O  that  I  might  foon  kifs 
him  as  prefent,  and  be  fatisfied,  O  Jcfus  !  with  thebleflings 
of  thy  temple,  thy  holy  fan&uary  !  O  grant,  that  I 
may  foon  come  out  of  the  tribulation,  wherein  I  have  re- 
fitted unto  blood,  appear  before  thee  in  a  white  robe  with 
palms  in  my  hand,  and,  with  the  whole  innumerable 
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company  of  thine,  fing  eternal  praifes  to  thee.  Grant, 
my  Jefus  !  that,  like  thee,  I  may  foon  get  from  thecrofs 
to  the  crow  n,  from  thorns  to  rofes,  from  danger  to  fecu- 
rity,  from  tribulation  to  refrefliing,  from  labor  to  reit, 
from  contempt  to  hortor,  from  fighting  to  victory,  from 
ftrivingto  triumphing,  from  fuffering  to  glory,  from  hope 
to  the  thing  hoped  for,  from  believing  to  enjoying,  from 
death  to  lite  ;  arid  when  I  get  there,  I  will  break  out  in  a 
triumph. — It  is  finiflied;  I  fee  what  I  fought ;  I  have  what 
I  longed  for! — My  Jefus  !  I  am  lick  for  love;  my  heart 
burns  after  thee,  behold  I  fee  the  heavens  open  ;  and  not 
only  fo,  but  open  to  receive  me ;  I  fee  my  Jefus  face  to 
face,  and  my  foul  is  made  whole."— — Irt  this  frame  of 
foul  he  expired. 

i  ■         -  r~*-<j   p. 

THOMAS  BOSTON, 

Late  MINISTER  of  the  Gofpel  at  ETTRICK. 

^R.  Thomas  B  oft  on  was  defcended  from  a  family  in 
j\  \  the  fhire  of  Air ;  but  his  father  having  removed  to 
the  Merfc,  in  the  fouth  of  Scotland,  fettled  ixDunfe,  famous 
for  a  caftle  antiently  built  there ;  and  in  that  town  his 
fon  Thomas  was  horn,  March  17,  1676.  Mr.  Bofton  made 
great  progrefs  in  learning  ;  and  he  foon  discovered  fo  much 
lweetnefs  of  temper,  fuch  fluency  of  fpeech,  delivered 
with  fo  much  gravity  mixed  with  ferioufnefs,  that  many 
perfons  of  connderable  rank  ufed  to  love  his  company  be- 
fore he  was  ten  years  of  age.  At  that  time  the  eftablifhed 
religion  in  Scotland  was  the  epifcopal ;  but  the  worlhip  in 
general  that  of  the  prelbytcrians.  The  father  of  Mr. 
Bofton  was  in  fentiment  a  prelbyterian ;  but  did  not  ap- 
prove of  fome  things  done  by  thofe  people,  efpecially  their 
taking  up  arms  in  1679,  a^ter  tne  murder  of  the  archbifliop 
of  St.  Andrew 's.  It  was  therefore  his  practice  to  go  to  the 
eftablifhed  church,  and  take  his  fon  along  with  him  ; 
which  he  did  till  1687,  when  K.  James  publifhed  his  de- 
claration for  liberty  of  confeience,  and  then  they  went  to 
the  prefbyterian  meetings.  Mr.  Bofton,  though  no  more 
than  eleven  years  of  age  at  that  time,  had  neverthelefs 
made  fuch  progrefs  in  Latwy  that  he  had  read  over  feveral 
of  the  claflks ;  and  in  1688,  the  memorable  year  of  the 
Revolution,  his  father  feat  him  to  the  Grammar- fchool  at 
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Roxburgh.  In  1690,  the  prefbyterian  profeflion  having 
been  eltabli/hed  by  law  in  Scotland,  feveral  things  pointed 
out  the  utility  of  Mr.  Bojions  dedicating  himfelf  to  the 
fervice  of  Chrifi  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry.  There 
were  but  few  minifters  of  the  prefbyterian  perfuafion,  they 
having  been  perfecuted  near  twenty-eight  years  ;  and  fuch 
of  the  epifcopalians,  as  remained  in  their  churches,  were 
not  much  eflcemed  by  their  people,  except  in  the  northern 
counties,  where  that  perfuafion  for  the  moil  part  pre- 
vailed. To  this  may  be  added,  that  Mr.  Bo/lon,  though 
at  that  time  no  more  than  fouiteen  years  of  age,  had  ac- 
quired a  great  knowledge  of  Latin  and  Greek,  and  was  be* 
ginning  logic.  He  fays,  in  his  Diary,  that  he  remem- 
bered every  material  paflage  in  the  Roman  hiftorians ; 
which  was  of  great  fervice  to  him  afterwards.  In  1693, 
he  was  fent  to  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  where  he  Audied 
divinity  under  Mr.  Campbell,  a  gentleman  who  had  fuflered 
much  during  the  troubles  of  the  prefbyterians,  and 
who,  after  the  revolution,  educated  more  young  miniAers 
than  any  one  man  in  Scotland  had  ever  done  before.  Under 
this  inAru6fcor,  Mr.  Bo/Jon  made  fuch  progrefs,  that,  before 
he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  he  was  adviled  to  put  himfelf 
on  trial  for  the  miniAry.  The  confideration  of  this  funk 
deep  into  his  mind,,  and  induced  him  to  afk  Arength  of  that 
GOD  who  alone  can  give  it. 

It  is  a  maxim  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  that  there  fhould 
not  be  a  (hepherd  without  a  flock;  and  therefore  a  perfon 
cannot  be  ordained  to  the  miniAry  until  a  living  is  provid- 
ed for  him.  Therefore  when  a  young  man  has  completed 
his  Audies,  he  is  examined  by  the  prefbytery  to  which  he 
belongs,  and  receives  a  licence  to  preach  ;  but  cannot  ad- 
miniAer  the  facraments  till  he  procures  a  church.  In  this 
manner  Mr.  Bqfton  was  licenfed  to  preach,  by  the  prefby- 
tery of  Roxburgh,  1697,  and  for  fome  time  afliAed  in  va- 
cant churches.  Having  contracted  a  friendmip  with  feve- 
ral worth  y  perfons  in  the  counties  of  Perth  and  Stirling,  he 
went  thither,  and  preached  upwards  of  a  whole. year  to 
crouded  congregations,  who  had  not  yet  procured  minif- 
ters.  In  that  part  of  Scotland,  he  might  have  had  his 
choice  of  feveral  parifties;  but  as  many  of  the  principal 
gentry  were  epifcopalians,  and  their  miniAers  alive,  he  did 
not  choofe  to  fettle  where  there  was  likely  to  be  conten- 
tion. Accordingly  he  returned  to  his  place  of  nativity ; 
and  was  ordained  miniAer  of  Shrimpton,  a  fmall  village  near 
the  borders  of  England.  In  1 700  he  married  a  young  gen- 
tlewoman, whom  he  had  courted  while  he  was  in  Perth- 
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Jh\rc\  and,  being  thus  fettled,  bethought  of  nothing  fo 
much  as  the  precious  fouls  committed  to  his  charge.  Ia 
preaching,  adminiftering  the  facraments,  catechizing  the 
children,  and  vifiting  his  people  from  boufe  to  houie,  he 
became,  like  the  apoftle,  all  things  to  all  men,  that  he 
might  fave  fome.  In  1705  he  was  removed  to  the  parifli 
church  of  Ettriek,  where  he  continued  in  the  courfe  of  his 
miniftry  till  May  20,  1732,  when  he  left  this  world  for  a 
a  better,  in  the  57th  year  of  his  age. 

His  Works  are  numerous;  but  two  pieces  only  were 
publifhed  in  his  life-time,  viz.  Human  Nature  in  its  Four- 
fold State;  one  of  the  bell  fyftems  of  practical  divinity 
ever  yet  written  :  For,  as  Mr.  Hcrvey  fays,  it  contains 
what  man  was  when  he  came  from  the  hands  of  his  Maker, 
what  he  hath  made  himfelf  by  fin,  what  he  may  be  by 
fovereign  grace,  and  then  what  he  will  be  in  glory.  The 
other  piece  is  a  learned  treatife  on  the  Hebrew  Punctuation, 
written  in  Latin,  and  much  efteemed  both  at  home  and 
abroad  for  its  ingenuity.  His  pofthumous  works  are  alfo 
numerous,  but  fome  of  them  did  not  receive  his  lart  cor- 
rections. The  reverend  Mr.  Davidfonof  Braintree>\vho(e 
age  and  faithfulnefs  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry  command 
the  refpecr.  of  thofe  who  have  the  happinefs  to  know  him, 
has  given  fome  exemplary  inftances  of  Mr.  Bo/ions  piety, 
with  whom  he  was  pcrfonally  acquainted,  in  a  preface  to 
his  pofthumous  fermons.  Eie  fays,  that  <  The  acquaint- 
ance I  had  with  him,  and  the  frequent  opportunities  I  had 
of  hearing  him  preach,  1  look  upon  as  one  of  the  greateft 
privileges  I  was  favored  with  in  my  early  days,  and  which 
I  ftill  reflect  on  withgreat  pleafure.  He  was  indeed  one  of 
the  molt  powerful  preachers  of  the  gofpel  I  ever  heard, 
open  a  mouth.  It  is  true  he  was  no  Boanerges  as  to  his 
voice,  his  delivery  being  grave  and  deliberate,  yet  there 
was  a  majeftic  energy  in  it,  which,  together  with  his  vene- 
rable and  comely  alpect,  made  no  fmall  impreflion  to  his 
advantage  on  the  minds  of  them  who  had  the  pleafure  of 
hearing  him.  There  were  few  men  (if  any)  in  his  day 
who  courted  popularity  lefs  than  he  did,  nay  he  rather 
fliunned  it ;  but  like  his  fhadow  it  followed  him  where  ever 
he  went  :  For  his  miniflrations  were  favory  and  acceptable 
to  all,  who  had  a  relifh  for  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  and  a 
love  to  that  holinefs  of  heart  and  life,  which  the  belief  of 
it  never  fails  to  influence  in  the  minds  of  all  the  children  of 
GOD.  Though  he  ufually  wrote  his  fermons  as  full  as 
he  intended  to  preach  them,  yet  this  was  not  always  the 
cafe  :  For  fome  of  his  fermons  printed  a  good  many  years 
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ago  from  his  notes,  which  I  myfelf  heard  him  preach,  and 
took  him  a  full  hour  to  deliver,  yet  may  be  read,  even  de- 
liberately, in  near  the  half  of  that  time.  One  reafon  of 
which  is  this;  the  fcriptures,  which  he  brought  as  proofs 
of  the  points  he  was  handling,  are  only  cited  chapter  and 
verfe  in  his  notes,  and  he  left  feveral  enlargements  on  them 
to  delivery  :  For  he  had  a  talent  peculiar  to  himfelf  in 
pointing  out  the  propriety  ot  iuch  proofs;  and  his  more 
than  ordinary  critical  knowledge  of  the  original  languages, 
in  which  the  fcriptures  were  written,  enabled  him,  in  a 
brief  but  comprehenlive  way,  to  glance  at  the  meaning  of 
the  Spirit  of  GOD  in  them,  that  was  both  furprifing  and 
edifying  to  the  hearers.  Could  this  have  been  recovered, 
it  would  have  added  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  thefe  dif- 
courfes ;  but  neither  this,  nor  the  lively  fpirited  manner 
in  which  they  were  delivered,  can  be  put  in  print,  and  fet 
before  the  Reader.  But  where  the  fcripture-proofs  are  not 
inferted  at  full  length,  and  only  chapter  and  verfe  cited,  if 
the  Reader  will  be  at  the  pains  to  turn  to  his  Bible,  as  he 
goes  along  in  reading,  he  will  find  himfelf  amply  repaid 
tor  his  pains,  by  the  fatisfaclion  it  will  give  him;  and  it 
will  convince  him  of  the  juftnefs  of  what  I  have  now  fug- 
cefted.  It  is  more  than  probable,  that  befides  the  gradual 
decay  of  nature  he  felt  the  laft  two  or  three  years  of  his 
life,  that  he  had  fome  fecret  notice  impreffed  on  his  mind 
of  his  approaching  diflblution,  which  made  death  and  the 
other  world  a  fubjecl  fuitable  and  pleafant  to  himfelf, 
while  at  the  fame  time  it  is  never  unfeafonable  to  any  au- 
dience whatever.  All  natural  motions  are  accelerated  and 
quicker!,  the  nearer  they  come  to  their  centre;  and  to  re- 
newed fouls,  born  from  above,  who  are  breathing  after  the 
perfection  of  holinefs,  and  groaning  under  the  burden  of 
a  body  of  fin  and  death,  it  is  no  wonder  that  they  have  a 
peculiar  pleafure  in  looking  forward,  and  hafting  to  the 
happy  hour  that  (hall  complete  their  falvation,  faying  with 
the  church,  Song  ii.  17.  Until  the  day  break,  and  the Jha- 
dews  flee  away  :  Turn,  my  Beloved,  and  be  thou  like  a  roc,  or 
a  young  hart  upon  the  mountains  of  fcparation? 

I  have  been  favored  with  a  lift  of  the  Works  of  Mr. 
Bofton  by  the  indulgence  of  Mr.  Davidfon ;  which  are 
thefe.  "  I.  A  Sermon  preached,  dug.  24,  17 14,  on  Hof* 
ii.  19.  reprinted  in  1732.  II.  Human  Nature  in  its  Four- 
fold State,  which  is  univerfally  known,  and  has  palled 
through  many  editions.  III.  Several  Volumes  of  Sermons. 
IV.  His  Book  on  the  Hebrew  Punctuation,  publifhed  in 
Latin.    This  laft  Work,  and  his  Four-fold  State,  were 
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the  only  Volumes  (as  was  obferved  before)  printed 
Mr.  Bcjhris  life-time.1* 


JOHN  ALBERT  FABRICIUS. 

JOHN  ALBERT  FABRICIUS,  one  of  the  moil 
J  learned  and  laborious  men  of  his  age,  was  born  at 
Leipfic  on  the  nth  of  November^  1668.  Having  loft  his 
parents,  when  he  was  not  more  than  ten  or  eleven  years  of 
age,  he  was  fent  by  thofe  that  had  the  care  of  him,  to 
ftudy  at  QuedHmburg ;  where,  we  are  told,  he  was  in- 
fpired  with  an  incredible  ardor  for  letters,  by  the  acci- 
dental reading  of  Bartbiuss  Advcrfaria.  Upon  his  return 
from  Leipjky  in  the  year  f686,  he  applied  himfelf  very 
attentively  to  the  reading  of  antient  authors,  facred  as 
well  as  profane.  He  went  to  Hamburgh  in  the  year  1693, 
where  John  Frederic  Mayer  offered  him  apartments  in  his 
boufe,  and  the  care  of  his  library.  He  accepted  the  offer, 
and  fpent  five  years  with  Mr.  Mayer  in  a  very  agreeable 
manner,  dividing  his  time  betwixt  preaching  and  ftudy. 
He  was  chofen  profeffor  of  eloquence  in  this  city,  and 
was  made  doctor  in  divinity  at  Kiel.  In  the  jrear  1719, 
the  landgrave  of  Hcffe  CaJJel  offered  him  the  hrfl  profel- 
forfhip  of  divinity  at  Gieffen,  and  the  place  of  fuperin- 
tendant  over  the  churches  of  the  Augfburg  confeffion ; 
which  offer  Fabrkius  was  very  ready  to  accept.  But  the 
magiftrates  of  Hamburgh  augmented  his  falary  very  con- 
fidently, for  the  fake  of  keeping  him  there;  and  of  this 
he  ever  after  retained  fo  grateful  a  fenfe,  that  no  offers  of 
preferment  could  tempt  him  to  leave  them.  He  died  at 
Hamburgh  upon  the  3d  of  April,  1736,  after  a  life  fpent 
in  the  fevereft  application  :  For  it  isalmoft  incredible  what 
labors  he  underwent,  in  order  to  benefit,  as  he  did  in  an 
eminent  degree,  the  republic  of  letters.  The  late  Dr. 
Thomas,  Bilhop  of  Lincoln  and  Salijbury  in  fucceflion,  ufed 
to  fay  of  him,  that  '  he  was  at  once  the  moft  learned  and 
mod  amiable  Man  he  ever  knew.* 

Among  a  great  number  of  Works,  thefe  following  arc 
the  principal  and  moft  ufeful :  "  I.  Bibliotheca  Latina,  five 
Notitia  Aufiorum  V eterum  Latinorum,  quorumcunque  fcr  'tpta 
ad  nos  pcrvenerunt.  This  work  was  afterwards  enlarged  \. 
and  the  beft  edition  of  it  is  that  in  two  volumes,  4/0.  II. 
Bibliotheca  Gracay  five  Notitia  Scriptorum  Veterum  Grstc** 
rum,  quorumcunque  Monumenta  Integra  aut  fragment*  edita 
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txtant :  turn  plerorumque  ex  Manufaiptts  ac  Deperditiu 
This  work  confifts  of  fourteen  volumes  in  4/0.  and  gives 
*n  exa£  account  of  the  Greek  authors,  their  different  edi- 
tions, and  of  all  thofe,  who  have  commented,  or  written 
notes  upon  them.  Theie  two  works  may  be  faid  to  let 
forth  a  very  complete  hiitory  of  Greek  and  Latin  learning* 

III.  Codex  Apocryphus  Novi  Tcjiamenti,  collet  us,  ca/ligatus9 
cenjuris  et  animadverfionibus  iliu/hatus,.  The  belt  edition  is 
in  three  volumes  8vo.  and  printed  at  Hamburgh,  in  17 19. 

IV.  Bib  liographia  Antiquaria,  five  Intnduflio  in  JNotitiam 
Script  or  um,  qui  Antiquitatci  Hcbraicas,  Gracas,  Romanasy 
et  Cbri/hanas  fcriptis  illu/lraverunt.  The  beft  edition  is 
that  of  Hamburgh  and  Leipfic,  in  1 7 16.  4/0.  V.  Dclcflus 
Argumcntorum  et  fyllabus  Scriptcrum%  qui  veritatem  Rcli- 
gionis  Chrijiiana  adverfus  Athcos,  Epicureos,  Dei /las  feu  Na- 
iuraliflas,  Idololatras,  Judcros  et  Ahhammedanos  lucubrationi- 
bus  fuis  affcruerunt.  Hamburgh.  1725.4/0.  This  perform- 
ance, very  valuable  in  it  fell,  is  yet  more  fo,  on  account 
pf  the  Procmium  and  firft  chapters  of  Eu/ebiusys  Demon- 
flratio  Evangelica,  which  are  wanting  in  all  the  editions  of 
that  work,  and  were  fuppofed  to  be  loft;  but  which  are 
here  recovered  by  Fabricius,  and  prefixed  to  the  Deleflus9 
with  a  Latin  tr .inflation  by  himfelf.  VI.  Salutaris  Lux 
Evangelii,  toti  orbi  per  Divinam  Gratiam  exoriens :  Jivt 
JNotitia  Hijlorico-Chromlogica,  Liter  aria,  et  Geographical  > 
propagator um  per  orbem  totum  Chriflianorum  Sacrorum  De- 
lineator Hamburg,  1731.  4to,  This  work  is  very  curious 
and  interefting  to  the  hiftorian,  as  well  as  divine.  It  con- 
tains fome  epiftles  of  the  apoftate  emperor  Julian,  never 
before  publiftied."  By  thele,  and  many  other  works  of  a 
fmaller  natiire,  Fabricius  has  laid  the  whole  learned  and 
religious  world  under  the  greateft  obligations ;  fince  he 
has  contributed  more,  perhaps,  than  any  other  man  ever 
did,  to  abridge  and  fhorten  the  fatigue  and  drudgery, 
which  fcholars  are  obliged  to  undergo,  in  order  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  materials  of  their  profaflion. 

JOHN  HUBBARD. 

HE  was  Minifler  of  Stepney,  near  London,  upwards  of 
twenty  years ;  preached  ftatedly  in  his  turn  at  the 
weekly  merchant's  lecture  at  Pinner  s- Hall,  and  at  Mr. 
Coward's  lecture  in  Little  St.  Helens  ;  and  fome  time  he- 
fore  his  deceafe,  took  upon  him  the  care  of  educating 

S  2  joung  . 


Digitized  by  GooqIc 


2bo  HUBBARD. 

young  men  for  the  miniftry,  in  which  he  gave  great  fatifc* 
faction,  and  had  no  little  fuccefs.  The  following  were 
fome  of  his  remarkable  expreflions  upon  a  fick  and  dying 
bed,  taken  from  his  own  mouth,  at  feveral  times,  in  broken 
fentences,  under  the  violence  of  agonizing  pains,  while  his 
head  was  very  clear  and  compofed  :  4t  1  have  no  doubt  of 
my  eternal  intereft.— Why  will  ye  not  let  me  die  ?— Far- 
ther, help  me,  my  heavenly  Father  and  my  GOD. — I 
defire  to  be  refigned  ;  1  defire  to  be  refigned.  Why  fhould 
I  defire  to  live  ?  GOD  has  made  with  me  an  everlafting 
covenant,  well  ordered  in  all  things,  and  fure ;  which  is 
all  my  falvation,  and  all  my  defire. — My  Father  in  heaven, 
my  covenant  Father,  help  me ;  lay  no  more  upon  me  than 
thou  wilt  enable  me  to  bear.  Let  patience  have  its  perfect 
work. — A  GOD  near  at  hand,  and  not  afar  off,  a  mod 
endearing  character  ! — I  was  prepared  for  this  illnefs ;  for 
I  have  been  preaching  (at  Haberdajher*  s-Hall  in  the  morn- 
ing of  that  Lord's-day  on  which  the  fever  approached  that 
iflued  in  his  death)  upon  thefe  words,  Rom,  viii.  37*  Nay> 
in  all  thefe  things  we  are  more  than  conquerors*'— -Thefe  ta- 
bernacles of  ours  are  from,  and  ordered  by  GOD  him- 
felf,  every  pin  of  them  ;  and  it  is  fit  that  he  mould  have 
the  pulling  of  them  down  in  his  own  way  :  He  doth  all 
things  with  weight  and  meafure.— Having  a  defire  to  depart 
and  be  with  Chrifi^  which  is  beft;  yet  content  I  am  to 
ftay,  if  GOD  has  any  further  work  for  me  to  do. — I  put 
my  truft  in  thee,  O  Lord. — A  preferver  of  hope.  Let 
me  not  be  afhamed. — Put  your  truft  in  the  Lord ;  pour 
out  your  hearts  before  him ;  for  our  GOD  is  a  refuge  for 
us.— O  Father  of  companion,  help  me  ! 

"  As  a  father  pities  his  children, fo  the  Lord  pities  them 
that  fear  him. — I  will  never  leave  you,  nor  forfake  you* 
—-The  Lord  is  fupreme ;  he  doth  as  he  pleafes  in  the  armies 
of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth. — All 
my  fprings  are  in  thee. — I  am  in  good  hands;  it  is  better 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  GOD,  than  into  the  hands  of 
man.— A  guilty,  weak,  helplefs  worm,  on  thy  kind  arms 
I  fall,  dear  Jefus  !  in  thee  1  truft  for  ftrength,  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  acceptance.  Surely  every  man  at  his  belt  eftate, 
is  altogether  vanity.— How  long,  O  Lord,  ere  thou  wilt 
come  and  help  me  !  Come,  Lord,  come  quickly.  Now 
do  it  iovChri/Ps  fake.  I  befeech  thee  deliver  me  from  ray 
pains :  I  am  thy  humble  petitioner.  Now  to  glorify  GOD 
in  the  furnace,  what  an  honor  !  O  for  that  faith  which 
overcomes  the  world  !  It  nullifies  it,  and  (hews  it  to  be 
ft  bauble. — O  the  excellency  of  faith  !  O  now  iocreafe  my 
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faith,  and  make  me  more  than  conqueror. — I  befeech  thee 
releafe  me  one  way  or  other.  Thou  canft  do  it ;  O  that 
thou  wouldft  !  Come,  Lord,  and  make  no  tarrying.— 
Subjection  to  the  Father  of  fpirits."  He  would  often 
fay,  under  his  grievous  pains  and  agonies,  "  It  is  well.  It 
is  fit  we  ihould  endure  pain  and  trouble  here ;  for  we  (hall 
have  none  hereafter ;  there  the  inhabitants  ftiall  not  fay 
they  are  fick. — Manfoon  fell  from  his  firft  covenant ;  but 
GOD  made  a  more  glorious  covenant  with  his  Son.  Now 
let  me  give  up  myfelf  to  Cbri/l"  And  then  added,  with  a 
folemn  paufe  after  it,  "  1  do,  1  do. — O  glorify  GOD  !  I 
would  have  all  men  do  it. — Through  him  we  are  more 
than  conquerors.  He  is  all  my  falvation,  and  all  my  de- 
fire.  Amen."  After  thefe  and  many  other  expreflions  of 
the  like  believing,  humble,  refigned,  joyful,  and  affured 
ftrain ;  fome  of  which  were  often  repeated  in  the  two  or 
three  laft  days  of  his  illnefs,  he  faid  with  his  expiring 
breath,  "  I  now  give  up  the  ghoft."  With  thefe  lalt 
words  in  his  mouth,  he  immediately  departed,  on  Wed- 
nefdayy  July  the  13th,  1 743,  in  the  fifty-firft  year  of 
his  age,  dying  in  the  faith  and  comfort  of  thofe  evange- 
lical principles  which  he  had  tried  and  proved,  and  preach- 
ed and  lived  upon  for  many  years. 


WILLIAM  MOTH. 

MR.  WILLIAM  MOTH  was  Paftor  to  the  differ- 
ing congregation  at  Bafingflekci  Hants,  and  departed 
this  life  24th  Autujl,  1744.  Gofpel  doclrines,  in  their 
relation  to  Cbri/Ps  perfon,  and  the  immediate  influence 
they  have  upon  all  practical  godlinefs,  were  the  conftant 
drift  of  his  preaching. — How  holy,  juftly,  and  unblame- 
ably  he  behaved  himfelf  before  all  men,  was  evident  to 
all.  He  was  a  living  preacher  ;  a  burning  and  a  fhining 
light.  His  fermons  were  firft  preached  to  his  own  heart, 
and  then  wrought  into  his  life.  Such  as  heard  and  con- 
verfed  with  him,  either  by  word  or  by  letter,  could  no; 
but  take  knowledge  of  him,  from  time  to  time,  that  be 
bad  been  with  J  ejus .  GOD  was  pleafed  to  try  him  many 
ways  ;  but,  from  the  mount  of  ftraits  and  trial,  he  came 
down  with  his  face  mining,  though,  with  Afofes,  he  faW 
it  not  himfelf.  The  long  and  uncommon  trial  of  his  faith 
<wd  patience,  which  at  laft  put  an  end  to  his  life,  ferved 
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only  to  throw  greater  luftre  on  his  graces*  When  a(kej 
how  his  fpiritual  frame  ftood,  amidft  the  racks  of  pain 
andficknefs,  his  anfwer  was,  u  I  never  faid,  nor  (to  my 
knowledge)  thought  any  thing  more  than,  thouy  GOD, 
art  holy.  1  have  defervea  more  than  this  from  the  hand  of 
GOD  in  the  prefent  life."  Towards  the  clofe  indeed,  a 
veil  was  drawn  over  thofe  fweet  afTurances  and  pleafant 
tokens  he  once  had  of  union  with  Cbrifl,  and  intereft  in  him  ; 
yet,  in  his  darkeft  hours,  this  was  his  language,  "  1  can 
go  into  eternity,  and  appear  before  GOD,  leaning  on  a 
perfect  righteoufnefs,  and  an  everlafting  covenant.  — A 
gracious  covenant  GOD,  however,  though  he  tries  long, 
will  not  try  always.  The  cloud  brake  fome  days  befora 
life  expired,  and  not  a  doubt  or  fear  was  after  that  allowed 
to  diicompofe.  He  was  not  only  enabled  comfortably  to 
Jearron  Cbri/i,  but  alio  to  triumpn  and  rejoice  in  him.  To 
one  whom  he  heard  faying,  *  He  is  not  like  to  livelong; 
he  is  almoft  gone;'  he  anfvvered,  "  I  do  notdefireto  live; 
to  be  with  Cbrijl  is  far  better.  From  rivers  of  pain,  to 
oceans  of  glory  :  O  the  riches  of  free  grace  1  I  am  fo 
filled,  that  it  is  ready  to  overcome  me.  Oh  !  tafte,  and 
fee  the  Lord  is  good/  Love  the  Lord  J c  fits  Chrtft,  all  of 
you."  Being  aikcd  how  he  did,  when  his  laft  moments 
drew  on  apace,  he  replied,  "  I  am  almoft  well ;  I  know 
that  my  Redeemer  liveth.  The  doctrines  I  have  preached 
are  now  a  comfort  to  my  foul.  Be  fure  you  do  not  depart 
from  what  you  have  been  taught,  nor  from  the  order  of 
the  church,  and  GOD  will  take  care  of  you,  and  I  hope 
will  provide  for  you.  Let  young  ones  beware  of  defpifing 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  ;  if  they  do,  GOD  will  make  them 
imart  for  it."  And  having  prayed  with  earneftnefs  and 
manv  tears,  for  the  church  of  Cbrifl,  he  foon  after- 
wards fell  afleep,  being  fuft  heard  to  fay,  "  Into  tby  bands  T 
tommlt  my  fpirit." 

4 

i 

DAVID  BRAINERD. 

THE  excellent  Prefident  Edwards  wrote  the  Life  of 
this  gracious  Man  more  at  large,  than  it  is  compa- 
tible with  the  deiign  of  this  Work  to  follow.  Though 
the  whole  he  edifying,  the  concluding  part  is  particularly 
fo,  and  therefore  it  fhall  be  fuhmitted  to  the  Reader.  We 
will  only  piemife,  that  he  was  born  in  Cmnefticui,  New 
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England,  on  the  20th  of  April,  17 18,  and  dicdVat 
Northampton  in  the  fame  Province,  on  tlie  9th  of  <JMer9 
1747,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age. 

"When  he  was  in  his  la  It.  ficknefs,  his  conftitution  being 
naturally  weak  and  infirm,  lie  was  forewarned  thatheihouli 
not  have  many  days,  and  that  the  coin Te  infinite  wit'dotn 
had  allotted  him  to  run,  though  great,  was  but  ihort.  The 
thoughts  of  death,  therefore,  and  eternity,  were  long  fa- 
miliar to  his  mind ;  an  intimacy,  which  in  the  neareft 
views  of  both,  left  his  foul  chearful  and  ferene.  It  was  in 
the  beginning  of  September  1747,  that  his  frail  tabernacle 
begun  to  fail  him.  A  complication  of  diforders  of  the 
mo  ft  obftinate  nature  prefaged  his  fpeedy  diflblution ;  a 
profpe<St.  that  he  never  contemplated  but  with  pleafure, 
fometimes  even  with  rapture ;  faying  often,  4<  Oh  the 
glorious  time  is  now  coming  !  1  have  longed  to  ferve 
GOD  perfectly  ;  and  now  GOD  will  gratify  thefe  my 
defires. — 1  long  to  be  in  heaven,  praifing  and  glorifying 
GOD  with  the  holy  angels :  All  my  delire  is  to  glorify 
GOD.  My  heart  goes  out  to  the  burying  place;  it 
feems  to  me  a  defirable  place  ;  but,  oh  !  to  glorify  GOD, 
that  is  above  all !"  The  lan  fentence  which  he  wrote  in 
his  Diary,  was  upon  the  25th,  and  runs  thus :  u  Oh  my 
dear  GOD,  I  am  fpeedily  coming  to  thee,  I  hope  !  Haft  en 
the  day,  O  Lord,  if  it  be  thy  bleucd  will.  Oh  come,  Lord 
JefuS)  come  quickly !  Amen."  On  Sunday  the  27th,  he 
laid,  "  I  wa6  born  on  a  fabbath  day;  1  have  rcafon  to 
think  I  was  new-born  on  a  fabbath  day ;  and  I  hope  1  fhall 
die  on  this  fabbath  day.  1  fhall  look  upon  it  as  a  favor, 
if  it  may  be  the  will  of  GOD  that  it  mould  be  fo.  I 
long  for  the  time.  Oh  !  why  is  his  chariot  fo  long  in 
coming  ?  Why  tarry  the  wheels  of  his  chariot  r"  Being 
afterwards  afked  how  he  did,  "  I  am  almofl  in  eternity,** 
he  anfwered ;  "  1  long  to  be  there.  My  work  is  done. 
I  have  done  with  all  my  friends.  All  the  world  is  now 
nothing  to  me.  Oh  to  be  in  heaven,  to  praife  and  glorify 
GOD  with  his  holy  angels !"  He  fpoke  much  of  his  de- 
fires  and  hopes  to  fee  in  heaven  the  profperity  of  the 
church  of  Chrift  on  earth  ;  much  of  the  importance  of  the 
work  of  minillers  of  the  gofpel,  and  prayer  for  the  out- 
pouring of  the  Spirit  of  GOD  upon  them  to  blefs  and 
make  effectual  their  labors;  and  much  of  the  fpiritual 
profperity  of  his  own  congregation  of  chriftian  Indians  in 
New  Jerfcy.  In  mort,  his  whole  converfation  was  the 
language*  of  refignation,  of  truft  and  of  faith  ;  full  of 
goodly  favor  to  all  who  hear4  it,  and  worthy  to  be  tranf- 
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mitted  to  thofe  who  did  not.  In  this  happy  frame  he  con- 
tinued till  the  day  hefore  his  death,  when  the  pain  of  his 
body  overpowered  his  reflection  and  reafon.  This  was  the 
comfort  he  adminiftered  to  his  friends  who  wept  for,  or 
lamented  him  :  "  We  part  but  for  a  while  ;  we  (hall  fpend 
an  happy  eternity  together."  One  coming  into  the  room 
with  a  Bible  in  her  hand,  he  cried  out,  "  O  that  dear 
book !  that  lovely  book  !  I  lhall  foon  fee  it  opened  !  the 
myfteries  that  are  in  it,  and  the  myfteries  of  GOD's 
providence,  will  all  be  unfolded."  On  Tburfday,  Oclober  6, 
he  lay  for  a  confiderable  time,  as  if  he  were  dying ;  an4 
was  heard,  at  intervals,  breaking  out  into  fuch  whifpers 
as  thefe  :  "  He  will  come  :  He  will  not  tarry.  I  lhall  foon 
be  in  glory  :  Soon  be  with  GOD  and  his  angels."  From 
this  time  his  diftrefs  increafed  more  and  more;  infomuch 
that  he  faid,  "  It  was  another  thing  to  die  than  people 
imagined ;"  explaining  himfelf  to  mean,  they  were  not 
aware  of  the  bodily  paki  undergone  before  death.  Yet 
all  the  while,  as  he  could,  his  patience  was  great  ;  the 
comforts  and  fupports  of  grace  were  alfo  great :  And  all 
of  them  continued  unabating  to  the  laft  ;  which  was  about 
fix  o'clock  on  Friday  morning,  Oclober  9,  1747,  the  happy 
period  when  he  joined  the  innumerable  company  Qf  faints 
above,  the  general  aflembly  and  church  of  the  fiift-born, 
GOD  the  Judge  of  all,  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  per~ 
feci,  and  Jefits  the  Mediator  of  that  new  and  better  cove- 
nant, which  had  been  all  his  rejoicing,  and  all  his  hope. 

c       .   =   ii)^r    .      .  ■  » 

ISAAC    WATTS,    D.  D. 

ON  E  great  object,  of  this  compilation  is,  the  illuft ra- 
tion of  divine  grace  in  its  power  and  influence  upon 
the  hearts  of  men  :  So  that,  while  we  point  out  the  bright 
examples  of  many  eminent  chriftians,  we  would  be  under- 
ftood,  not  fo  much  to  fet  up  men  for  mere  admiration,  but 
to  flicw  what  GOD  hath  done,  in  fucceflive  genera- 
tions, for  poor  iinners  like  ourfelves,  that  others  might  be 
encouraged,  according  to  their  meafure  of  the  fame  grace, 
to  follow  them  who  nsw  through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the 
promt fes.  Hence,  therefore,  as  we  mult  abhor  a  mean  and 
invidious  detraction,  which  could  only  prove  that  we  want 
either  grace  or  common  candor  ;  we  would  be  careful  alfo 
to  avoid  the  oth,3r  extreme,  from  a  mind  equally  devoted  to 
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temporal  views,  of  Aiding  into  fulfome  or  fwelling  pane- 
gyrics, through  any  refpecl  that  fhould  be  entertained  for 
the  memories  of  faithful  men.  It  becomes  us,  in  this  cafe, 
to  confider  what  the  perfons,  we  venture  to  celebrate, 
would  fay  of  us  or  to  us,  could  they  read  what  fell  from 
our  pens,  now  their  Spirits  are  made  per  fed  and  diverted  of  all 
the  vanity  and  conceit  of  the  flelh.  1  believe,  they  would 
readily  own,  with  the  Apoftle,  that  they  were  at  beft  but 
empty  veflels  in  themfelves ;  that  whatever  they  enjoyed  of 
goodnefs  was  entirely  out  of  that  Fullnefs,  which  filleth  all 
in  all;  and  that,  by  the  grace  of  GOD,  they  were  whatever 
they  were,  either  in  themfelves  or  for  others,  in  point  of 
ufefulnefs  and  worth.  And,  in  confequence  of  this  ac- 
knowledgement, they  would  be  much  more  ready  to  chide 
than  to  thank  us,  were  we  to  dignify  their  perfons  for 
public  view,  and  to  forget  to  mention,  that  they  had  no- 
thing worth  having,  but  what  they  freely  received  from 
their  Afajlcr,  Under  this  impreflion  of  mind,  which  we 
would  wifh  never  to  forget,  we  fhall  felect,  from  the  va- 
rious memoirs  which  have  been  publifhed  of  this  excellent 
Man,  chiefly  what  has  been  given  by  the  late  Dr.  Samuel 
John/on,  as  the  moft  concife,  judicious,  and  candid  of 
any ;  to  which  we  will  add  a  few  edifying  particulars, 
which,  we  conceive,  cannot  but  be  grateful  to  our  ferious 
Readers. 

*  Ifaac  JVatts  (fays  Dr.  John  fori)  was  born  July  17, 
1674,  at  Southampton,  where  his  father,  of  the  fame  name, 
kept  a  boarding-fchool  for  young  gentlemen,  though  com- 
mon report  makes  him  a  ihoemaker.  He  appears,  from 
the  narrative  of  Dr.  Gibbons,  to  have  been  neither  indi- 
gent nor  illiterate.  Ifaac,  the  eldeft,  of  nine  children,  was 
given  to  books  from  his  infancy  ;  and  began,  we  are  told, 
to  learn  Latin  when  he  was  four  years  old,  1  fuppofe  at 
home.  He  was  afterwards  taught  Latin,  Greek,  and 
Hebrew,  by  Mr.  Pinhornc,  a  clergyman,  mafter  of  the 
fiee-fchpol  at  Southampton,  to  whom  the  gratitude  of  his 
Jcholar  afterwards  inferibed  a  Latin  Ode.  His  proficiency 
at  fchool  was  fo  confpicuous,  that  a  fubfeription  was  pro- 
pofed  for  his  fupport  at  the  univerfity  ;  but  he  declared 
his  refolution  to  take  his  lot  with  the  DifTenters.  Such  he 
was,  as  every  chriftian  church  would  rejoice  to  have  adopt- 
ed. He  therefore  repaired  in  1690  to  an  academy  taught 
by  Mr.  Rowe,  where  he  had  for  his  companions  and  fel- 
iow-ftudents  Mr.  Hughes  the  poet,  and  Dr.  Horte  after- 


;o  have  been  written  as  exerciles  at  this  academy,  mew  a 
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degree  of  knowledge,  both  philofophical  and  theological, 
fuch  as  very  few  attain  by  a  much  longer  courfe  of  ftudy. 
He  was,  as  he  hints  in  his  mifcellanies,  a  maker  of  verles 
from  fifteen  to  fifty,  and  in  his  youth  he  appears  to  have 
paid  attention  to  Latin  poetry.  His  yerfes  to  his  brother, 
in  the  gtyconic  meafure,  written  when  he  was  feventeen, 
are  remarkably  eafy  and  elegant.  Some  of  his  other  Odes 
are  deformed  by  the  pindaric  folly  then  prevailing,  and 
are  written  with  fuch  neglect  of  all  metrical  rules  as  is 
without  example  among  the  antients ;  but  his  diction, 
though  perhaps  not  always  exactly  pure,  has  fuch  co- 
pioumefs  and  fplendor,  as  mews  that  he  was  but  at  a  very 
little  diftance  from  excellence. 

*  His  method  of  ftudy  was  to  imprefs  the  contents  of  hit 
books  upon  his  memory  by  abridging  them,  and  by  inter- 
leaving them  to  amplify  one  fyftem  with  fupplements  from 
another.    With  the  congregation  of  his  tutor  Mr.  Rowe% 
who  were,  I  believe,  independents,  he  communicated  in 
his  nineteenth  year.    At  the  age  of  twenty  he  left  tha 
academy,  and  fpent  two  years  in  ftudy  ana  devotion  at 
the  houfe  of  his  father,  who  treated  him  with  great  ten- 
dernefs  ;  and  had  the  happinefs,  indulged  to  few  parents, 
of  living  to  fee  his  fon  eminent  for  literature  and  vene- 
rable for  piety.    He  was  then  entertained  by  Sir  Jthn 
Hartopp  five  years,  as  domeltic  tutor  to  his  fon  ;  and 
in  that  time  particularly  devoted  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of 
the  holy  fcriptures;  and  being  chofen  afliftant  to  Dr» 
Chauncey,  preached  the  flrft  time  on  the  birth-day  that 
compleated  his  twenty-fourth  year;  probably  confiacring 
that  as  the  day  of  a  iecond  nativity,  by  which  he  entered 
on  a  new  period  of  exiftence.    In  about  three  years  ho 
fucceeded  Dr.  Chauncey ;  but,  foon  after  his  entrance  on 
his  charge,  he  was  feiz.ed  by  a  dangerous  illnefs,  which 
funk  him  to  fuch  weaknefs,  that  the  congregation  thought 
an  afliftant  neceflary,   and  appointed  Mr.  Price*  His 
health  then  returned  gradually,  and  he  performed  his 
duty,  till  (1712)  he  was  leized  by  a  fever  of  fuch  violence 
and  continuance,  that,  from  the  feeblenefs  which  it  brought 
upon  him,  he  never  perfectly  recovered.    This  calami- 
tous ftate  made  the  companion  of  his  friends  neceflary, 
and  drew  upon  him  the  attention  of  Sir  Thomas  Abna% 
who  received  him  into  his  houfe  ;  where,  with  a  conftancy 
of  friend  111  ip  and  uniformity  of  conduct  not  often  to  be 
found,  he  was  treated  for  thirty-fix  years  with  all  the 
kindnefs  that  friendship  could  prompt,  and  all  the  attention 
that  refpect  could  dictate.    Sir  Thomas  died  about  eight 
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years  afterwards  ;  but  he  continued  with  the  lady  and  her 
daughters  to  the  end  of  his  life.  The  lady  died  about  a 
year  after  him. 

4  A  coalition  like  this,  a  ftate  in  which  the  notions  of 
patronage  and  dependence  were  overpowered  by  the  per* 
ception  of  reciprocal  benefits,  deferves  a  particular  me* 
morial ;  and  I  will  not  withhold  from  the  Reader  Dr. 
Gibbons  s  reprefentation,  to  which  regard  is  to  be  paid  at 
to  the  narrative  of  one  who  writes  what  he  knows,  and 
what  is  known  likewife  to  multitudes  befides. 

6  Our  next  obfervation  (fays  Dr.  Gibbons)  fliall  be  made 
upon  that  remarkably  kind  providence  which  brought  the 
Doctor  into  Sir  Jbomas  Abnrj*  family,  and  continued  him 
there  till  his  death,  a  period  of  no  lefs  than  thirty- fix  years* 
In  the  midft  of  his  facred  labors  for  the  glory  of  GOD,  and 
the  good  of  his  generation,  he  is  feized  witn  a  moft  violent 
and  threatening  fever,  which  leaves  him  opprefled  with 
great  weaknefs,  and  puts  a  ftop  at  lead  to  his  public  fer- 
vices  for  four  years.  In  this  di  ft  re  fling  feafon,  doubly  fo 
to  his  active  and  pious  fpirit,  he  is  invited  to  Sir  'Thomas 
Abncys  family,  nor  ever  removes  from  it  till  he  had  fi- 
nifhed  his  days.  Here  he  enjoyed  the  uninterrupted  de- 
monstrations of  the  trueft  friendfhip.  Here,  without  any 
care  of  his  own,  he  had  every  thing  which  could  contri- 
bute to  the  enjoyment  of  life,  and  favor  the  unwearied 
purfuit  of  his  ftudies.  Here  he  dwelt  in  a  family  which 
for  piety,  order,  harmony,  and  every  virtue  wasanhoufe 
of  GOD.  Here  he  had  the  privilege  of  a  country  recefs, 
the  pure  air,  the  retired  grove,  the  fragrant  bower,  the 
fpreading  lawn,  the  flowery  garden,  and  other  advantages 
to  foothehis  mind,  and  aid  his  reftoration  to  health,  to  yield 
him  whenever  he  chofe  them  moft  grateful  intervals  from 
his  laborious  ftudies,  and  enable  him  to  return  to  them 
with  redoubled  vigor  and  delight.  Had  it  not  been  for 
this  moft  happy  event  he  might,  as  to  outward  view, 
have  feebly,  it  may  be  painfully  dragged  on  through  many 
more  years  of  langour  and  inability  for  public  fervice,  and 
even  for  profitable  ftudy,  or  perhaps  might  have  funk  into 
his  grave  under  the  overwhelming  load  of  infirmities  in 
the  midft  of  his  days  ;  and  thus  the  church  and  world 
would  have  been  deprived  of  thofe  many  excellent  fermons 
and  works,  which  he  <}rew  up  and  published  during  his  long 
refidence  in  this  family.  In  a  few  years  after  his  coming 
hither  Sir  nomas  Abney  dies,  but  his  amiable  confort  fur- 
vives,  who  (hews  the  Doctor  the  fame  refpect  and  friend- 
fhip as  before,  and  moft  happily  for  him,  and  great  numbers 
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befides  ;  for  as  her  riches  were  great,  her  generofity  and 
munificence  were  in  full  proportion,  her  thread  of  lire  was 
drawn  out  to  a  great  age,  even  beyond  that  of  the  Doc- 
tor's, and  thus  this  excellent  Man  through  her  kindnefs, 
and  that  of  her  daughter,  the  prefent  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Abney,  who  in  a  like  degree  efteemed  and  honored  him, 
enjoyed  all  the  benefits  and  felicities  he  experienced  at  his 
firft  entrance  into  this  family  till  his  days  were  num- 
bered and  finifhed,  and,  like  a  (hock  of  corn  in  its  feafon, 
he  afcended  into  the  regions  of  perfect  and  immortal  lite 
and  joy.' 

*  If  this  quotation  (fays  Dr.  Jobnfon)  has  appeared  long, 
let  it  be  confidered  that  it  comprifes  an  account  of  fix-and- 
thirty  years,  and  thofe  the  years  of  Dr.  Watts*  From  the 
time  of  his  reception  into  tnis  family,  his  life  was  no  other- 
wife  diverfified  than  by  fuccefiive  publications.  The  feries 
of  his  works  I  am  not  able  to  deduce ;  their  number,  and 
their  variety,  mew  the  intenfenefs  of  his  induftry,  and  the 
extent  of  his  capacity.  He  was  one  of  the  firft  authors  that 
taught  the  DifTenters  to  court  attention  by  the  graces  of 
language.  Whatever  they  had  among  them  before,  whe- 
ther of  learning  or  acutenefs,  was  commonly  obfcured 
and  blunted  by  coarfenefs  and  inelegance  of  ftyle.  He 
mewed  them,  that  zeal  and  purity  might  be  exprefted  and 
enforced  by  polifhed  di&ion.  He  continued  to  the  end  of 
his  life  the  teacher  of  a  congregation,  and  no  reader  of 
his  works  can  doubt  his  fidelity  or  diligence.  In  the 
pulpit,  though  his  low  ftature,  which  very  little  exceeded 
rive  feet,  graced  him  with  no  advantages  of  appearance, 
yet  the  gravity  and  propriety  of  his  utterance  made  his 
clifcourfes  very  efficacious.  I  once  mentioned  the  repu- 
tation which  Mr.  Fofter  had  gained  by  his  proper  delivery 
to  my  friend  Dr.  Uawkefwortb,  who  told  me,  that  in  the 
art  of  pronunciation  he  was  far  inferior  to  Dr.  fVatts. 
Such  was  his  flow  of  thoughts,  and  fuch  his  promptitude 
of  language,  that  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  did  not 
precompofe  his  curfory  fermons;  but  having  adjufted  the 
heads,  and  fketched  out  fome  particulars,  trufted  for  fuc- 
cefs  to  his  extemporary  powers.  He  did  not  endeavour  to 
aflift  his  eloquence  by  any  gefticulations  ;  for,  as  no  cor- 
poreal actions  have  any  correfpondence  with  theological 
Truth,  he  did  not  fee  how  they  could  enforce  it.  At  the 
conclufion  of  weighty  fentences  he  gave  time,  by  a  fhort 
paufe,  for  the  proper  impreffion.  To  ftated  and  public 
inftruclion  he  added  familiar  vifits  and  perfonal  applica- 
tion, and  was  careful  to  improve  the  opportunities,  which 
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converfation  offered,  of  diffufing  and  increafmg  the  in- 
fluence of  religion. 

By  his  natural  temper  he  was  quick  of  refentment ; 
but,  by  his  eitablifhed  and  habitual  practice,  he  was 
gentle,  modeft,  and  inoffenfive.  His  tendernefs  appeared 
in  his  attention  to  children,  and  to  the  poor.  To  the 
poor,  while  he  lived  in  the  family  of  his  friend,  he  allowed 
the  third  part  of  his  annual  revenue,  though  the  whole  was 
not  an  hundred  a  year;  and  for  children,  he  condescended 
to  lay  afide  the  fcholar,  the  phiiofopher,  and  the  wit,  to 
write  little  poems  of  devotion,  and  fyftems  of  inftruc- 
tion,  adapted  to  their  wants  and  capacities,  from  the  dawn 
of  reafon  through  its  gradations  of  advance  in  the  morn- 
ing of  life.  Every  man,  acquainted  with  the  common 
principles  of  human  action,  will  look  with  veneration  on 
the  Writer,  who  is  at  one  time  combating  Locke,  and  at  an- 
other making  a  catechifm  for  children  in  their  fourth  year. 
A  voluntary  defcent  from  the  dignity  of  fcience  is  per- 
haps the  hardefl  leflbn  that  humility  can  teach.  As  his 
mind  was  capacious,  his  curiofity  excurfive,  and  his  in- 
duflry  continual,  his  writings  are  very  numerous,  and  his 
fubjects  various.  With  his  theological  works  I  am  only 
enough  acquainted  to  admire  his  meeknefs  of  oppofition, 
and  his  mildnefs  of  cenfure.  It  was  not  only  in  his  book, 
but  in  his  mind,  that  orthodoxy  was  united  with  charity* 
Of  his  phifofophical  pieces,  his  logic  has  been  received 
into  the  univerfities,  and  therefore  wants  no  private  re- 
commendation :  If  he  owes  part  of  it  to  Le  Cicrc,  it  muft 
be  confidered  that  no  man,  who  undertakes  merely  to  me- 
thodize or  illuftrate  a  fyftem,  pretends  to  be  its  author. 
In  his  metaphyseal  difquifitions,  it  was  obferved  by  the 
late  learned  Mr.  Dycry  that  he  confounded  the  idea  of 
/pace  with  that  of  empty  /pace,  and  did  not  confider,  that 
though  fpace  might  be  without  matter,  yet  matter  being 
extended,  could  not  be  without  fpace.  Few  books  have 
been  perufed  by  me  with  greater  pleafure  than  his  "  Im- 
provement of  the  Mind,'*  of  which  the  radical  principles 
may  indeed  be  found  in  Locke's  4  Conduct  of  the  Under- 
Handing;'  but  they  are  fo  expanded  and  ramified  by  IVatts, 
as  to  confer  upon  him  the  merit  of  a  work  in  the  higheft 
degree  ufeful  and  pleafing.  Whoever  has  the  care  ot  in- 
structing others,  may  be  charged  with  deficiency  in  his 
duty,  if  this  book  is  not  recommended. 

c  I  have  mentioned  his  Treatifes  of  theology  as  diftinct 
from  his  other  productions ;  but  the  truth  is,  that  what- 
ever he  took  in  hand  was,  by  his  incefTant  folicitude  for 
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fouls,  converted  to  theology.  As  piety  predominated  in 
his  mind,  it  is  difrufed  over  his  works  :  Under  his  direc- 
tion, it  may  be  truly  faid,  Theologia  Philofophia  anciliatur9 
philofophy  is  fubfervient  to  evangelical  initruction ;  it  is 
difficult  to  read  a  page  without  learning,  or  at  leaft  wifli- 
ing,  to  be  better.  The  attention  is  caught  by  indirect 
in  ft  ruction,  and  he  that  fat  down  only  to  reafon,  is  on  a 
fudden  compelled  to  pray.  It  was  therefore  with  great 
propriety  that,  in  1728,  he  received  from  Edinburgh  and 
Aberdeen  an  unsolicited  diploma,  by  which  he  became  a 
doctor  of  divinity.  Academical  honors  would  have  more 
value,  if  they  were  always  bellowed  with  equal  judge- 
ment.' 

'Tis  not  often  poflible  to  beftow  them  with  equal  pro- 
priety; for  men,  like  Dx.  Watts,  thechriftian  world  doth 
not  often  enjoy.  It  is,  however,  a  true  obfervation,  made 
by  another  writer  (Mr.  Toplady)  upon  this  article,  that 
*  Learned  feminaries  would  retrieve  the  departing  refpec- 
tability  of  their  diplomas,  were  they  only  prefented  to  (I 
will  not  fay,  fuch  men  as  Dr.  Watts ;  for  few  fuch  men  are 
in  any  age  to  be  found  :  But  to)  perfons  of  piety,  ortho- 
doxy, erudition,  and  virtue.'  The  prefenting  fuch  titles 
to  people,  who  either  can  pay  for  them,  or  whofe  filly 
vanity  prompts  them  to  have  their  names  ufliered  in  with  a 
found,  without  any juft  qualification  in  the  world  be  fide, 
expofes  the  honors  of  a  university  to  contempt,  and 
the  perfons  who  bear  them  to  ridicule.  The  name  of 
Doclor,  though  it  cannot  make  a  man  intuitively  learned 
or  wife,  mould  give  the  world  a  juft  expectation  not  to 
find  him  at  leaft  either  weak  or  illiterate. 

*  He  continued  many  years  to  ftudy  and  to  preach,  and 
to  do  good  by  his  in  ft  ruction  and  example  ;  till  at  laft  the 
infirmities  ot  age  dilabled  him  from  the  more  laborious  part 
of  his  minifterial  functions,  and,  being  no  longer  capable 
of  public  duty,  he  offered  to  remit  the  falary  appendant  to 
it ;  but  his  congregation  would  not  accept  the  refignation. 
By  degrees  his  weaknefs  increafed,  and  at  laft  confined 
him  to  his  chamber  and  his  bed ;  where  he  was  worn  gra- 
dually awav  without  pain,  till  he  expired  November  25, 
1748,  in  tne  feventy- fifth  year  of  his  age.  Few  men 
have  left  behind  fuch  purity  of  character,  or  fuch  monu- 
ments of  laborious  piety.  He  has  provided  inftruction 
for  all  ages,  from  thofe  who  are  lifping  their  firft  leflbns, 
to  the  enlightened  readers  of  Maltbranche  and  Locke;  he 
has  left  neither  corporeal  nor  fpiritual  nature  unexamined; 
he  has  taught  the  art  of  reafoning,  and  the  fcience  of  the 
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itars.  His  character,  therefore,  mud  be  formed  from  the 
multiplicity  and  diverfity  of  his  attainments,  rather  than  from 
any  tingle  performance ;  for  it  would  not  be  iafe  to  claim 
for  him  the  higher!  rank  in  any  fingle  denomination  of  lite- 
rary dignity;  yet  perhaps  there  was  nothing,  in  which  he 
would  not  have  excelled,  if  he  had  not  divided  his  powers 
to  different  purfuits.  As  a  poet,  had  he  been  only  a  poet, 
he  would  probably  have  flood  high  among  the  authors  with 
whom  he  is  now  aflbciated  ;  [i.  e.  among  the  Poets,  the 
lives  of  whom,  almoft  every  body  knows,  Dr.  Jobnfon 
has  moft  elegantly  written.]  For  his  judgement  was 
exact,  and  he  noted  beauties  and  faults  with  very  nice  dif- 
cernment ;  his  imagination,  as  the  "  Dorian  Battle*'  proves, 
was  vigorous  and  active,  and  the  ftores  of  knowledge  were 
large  by  which  his  fancy  was  to  be  fupplied.  His  ear  was 
well-tuned,  and  his  diction  was  elegant  and  copious.  But 
his  devotional  poetry  is,  like  that  of  others,  unsatisfac- 
tory. The  paucity  of  its  topics  enforces  perpetual  repe- 
tition, and  the  fanctity  of  the  matter  rejects  the  orna- 
ments of  figurative  diclion.  It  is  fufficient  for  fVatts  to 
have  done  better  than  others,  what  no  man  has  done 
well.' 

This  mnft  be  read  cum  grano  falls,  confidering,  who 
wrote  this  life,  and  for  whole  perufcil  it  was  chiefly  written. 
That  it  is  impofiible  for  language  fo  to  ornament  divine 
truths,  as  to  make  them  acceptable  to  an  ungodly  world, 
is  too  ferious  a  fact  to  be  difputed  ;  but  that  divine  truths 
are  without  beauty,  or  the  moft  fublime  and  enrapturing 
beauty,  can  only  be  affirmed  by  thofe,  who  have  no  fpi- 
rituai  eyes  to  fee,  or  gracious  hearts  to  enjoy  them.  Dr. 
Johnfon  unhappily  wrote  for  thofe,  who  underitand  the 
language  and  the  arts  of  men  more  than  the  voice  and  the 
things  of  GOD  :  Otherwife  be  too  would  have  con fe fled, 
that  there  is  more  fublimity,  excellence,  and  glory,  of  all 
kinds,  in  one  page  of  Jfalab,  than  in  all  the  writings  of  the 
poets  he  collected,  or  could  have  collected  from  theantient 
heathen  or  modern  world.  A  critic,  who  may  be  learned 
in  all  books  but  One,  I  mean  the  Bible,  may  affect  to 
fmiie  at  fuch  a  remark;  but  neverthelefs  there  is  no  hazard 
of  breaking  truth  in  making  it ;  that  the  firit  Poem,  which 
ever  appeared  upon  earth,  I  mean  that  in  the  1 5th  chapter 
of  Exodus,  has  more  real  majelly,  beauty,  force,  and 
propriety  in  it,  than  all  that  lying  Greece,  or  brutal  Rome, 
or  any  other  country  or  age,  have  ever  produced  ;  and  I 
may  add,  it  is  celebrated  by  more  competent  judges,  and 
will  laft  infinitely  longer ;  for  it  is  fung  by  fpirits  per- 
fectly 
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fectly  enlightened,  and  will  be  fung  by  them  throughout 
eternity.  And  they  Jing  the  Jong  of  Mofes  the  fcrvant  cf 
GODy  and  the  Jong  of  the  Lamb,  fayingy  Great  and  marvel- 
lous are  thy  works.  Lord  GOD  almighty  ;  jujl  and  true  are 
thy  waySy  thou  King  of  faints,  Rev,  xv.  3. 

'His  poems  on  other  fubjedfcs  feldom  rife  higher  than 
might  be  expected  from  the  amufements  of  a  man  of 
letters,  and  have  different  degrees  of  value  as  they  are 
more  or  lefs  labored,  or  as  the  occafion  was  more  or  lefs 
favorable  to  invention.  He  writes  too  often  without  re- 
gular meafures,  and  too  often  in  blank  verfe  ;  the  rhymes 
are  not  always  fufficiently  correfpondent.  He  is  particu- 
larly unhappy  in  coining  names  expreflive  of  characters. 
His  lines  are  commonly  fmoothand  eafy,  and  his  thoughts 
always  religioufly  pure ;  but  who  is  there  that,  to  fo 
much  piety  and  innocence,  does  not  wifti  for  a  greater 
meafure  or  fprightlinefs  and  vigor  ?  He  is  at  leafl  one  of 
the  few  poets  with  whom  youth  and  ignorance  may  be 
fafely  pleafed ;  and  happy  will  be  that  Reader,  whofe  mind 
is  difpofed,  by  his  verfes,  or  his  profe,  to  imitate  him  in 
all  but  his  nonconformity,  to  copy  his  benevolence  to 
man,  and  his  reverence  to  GOD.  Thus  far  Doctor 
Johnfon, 

But,  glad  as  we  are  to  confult  brevity  in  our  accounts 
of  gracious  perfons  in  order  to  admit  as  many  as  poffible 
within  the  prefcribed  limits  of  our  work,  we  cannot  dif- 
mifs  this  article,  without  a  few  edifying  additions  to  the 
memorial  of  this  excellent  Man.  What  fome  critics  have 
obferved  upon  the- mod  valuable  circumftance  of  his  cha- 
racter, which  thev  have  been  pleafed  to  ft  vie  *  the  en- 
thuiiafm  of  his  heart,  operating  on  a  fanatical  creed, 
which  hurried  him  too  often  into  extravagance  and  abfur- 
dity only  proves,  that  they  are  not  bleffed  with  a  mind 
like  his,  capable  of  underftanding  the  fame  intellectual 
good,  and  that  confequently  they  are  too  incompetent  to 
decide  upon  what  is  fo  much  above  them.  Whatever  ri fes 
in  the  lealt  degree  above  earth  and  fenfual  comprehenfion  ; 
is  to  men,  who  know  no  happinefs  (if  it  deferve  the 
name)  but  what  comes  from  earth,  altogether  fanatical, 
enthufiaftic,  and  abfurd.  The  logic  of  their  decifion  is, 
*  We  know  it  not ;  therefore,  it  is  not  to  be  known  :  We 
feel  no  influence  of  grace;  therefore,  there  is  none; 
therefore,  it  is  all  chimera ;  therefore,  we  have  a  right 
to  ridicule.'  But,  omitting  the  reflections  of  men,  whofe 
abfurdiries  are  more  dangerous  to  themfelves  than  preju- 
dicial to  the  caufe  of  truth;  we  fubjoin  a  few  of  the  dying 
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fayings  of  this  blefled  Man,  which  were  preferved  and  com- 
municated to  the  world  by  Dr.  Jennings,  who  preached  his 
funeral  fermon,  about  a  fortnight  after  the  body  had  been 
interred  at  Bunkill- Fields.    "  1  blefs  GOD,  fays  he,  I  can 
lie  down  with  comfort  at  night,  unfolicitous  whether  I 
wake  in  this  world  or  another  I"  His  faith  in  the  promifet 
vras  lively  and  unlhaken  :  "  I  believe  them  enough  to 
venture  an  eternity  on  them !"    Once,  to  a  religious 
friend,  he  exprefled  himfelf  thus :  "1  remember,  an 
aged  minifter  ufed  to  fay,  that  the  moft  learned  and  know- 
ing chriftians,  when  they  come  to  die,  have  only  the  fame 
plain  promifes  for  their  fupport,  as  the  common  and  un- 
learned.   And  fo  (continued  the  Doctor)  1  find  it.  'Tis 
the  plain  promifes  of  the  gofpel  that  are  my  fupport :  And, 
I  blefs  GOD,  they  are  plain  promifes,  which  do  not  re- 
quire much  labor  and  pains  to  underftand  them  :  For  I 
can  do  nothing  now,  but  look  into  my  Bible,  for  fomc 
promife  to  fupport  me,  and  live  upon  tnat."    On  feeling 
any  temptations,  to  complain,  he  would  remark,  "  The 
bufinefs  of  a  chriftian  is,  to  bear  the  will  of  GOD,  as 
well  as  to  do  it.    If  I  were  in  health,  I  could  only  be 
doing  that :  And  that  I  may  do  now.    The  beft  thing  in 
obedience  is,  a  regard  to  the  will  of  GOD  :  And  the  way 
to  that,  is  to  get  our  inclinations  and  averlions  as  much 
mortified  as  we  can."    If  our  Readers  wifti  to  read  a 
more  prolix  account  of  the  Doctor  and  his  writings,  we 
muft  refer  them  to  the  memoirs  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Gibbons, 
to  which  are  added  feveral  valuable  letters  written  to  nim- 
by his  friends,  among  which  were  the  late  Dr.  Seeker, 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  Dr.  Hart,  archbifliop  of  Tuam9 
Dr.  Gib/on,  bifhop  of  London,  lady  Hartford  (afterwards 
duchefs  of  SomcrfetJ  the  firft  lord  Barringtony  Mr.  Hervey, 

His  Works.  (t  I.  Sermons  on  various  Subjects,  di- 
vine and  moral,  with  a  facred  Hymn  fuited  to  each  fub- 
ject.  II.  A  Guide  to  Prayer,  6>.  III.  The  Chriflian 
Doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  Ufc.  vindicated  by  plain  Evi- 
dence of  Scripture,  without  the  Aid  or  Incumbrance  of 
human  fchemes.  IV.  Seven  Diflertations  relating  to  the 
ChriAian  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  in  two  parts.  V. 
Death  and  Heaven,  or  the  lafl  Enemy  conquered,  and 
feparate  Spirits  made  perfect;  attempted  in  two  funeral 
difcourfes  in  memorv  of  Sir  John  Hart  opt,  baronet,  and 
his  lady.  VI.  A  Defence  againft  the  Temptations  to 
Self-murder,  &c.  together  with  fome  Reflections  on  ex- 
cefs  in  ftrong  Liquors,  Duelling,  and  other  Practices  akin 
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to  this  heinous  Sin.  VII.  A  Caveat  againft  Infidelity,  or 
the  Danger  of  Apoftafy  from  the  Chriftian  Faith  ;  with 
an  Anfwer  to  fome  Queries  concerning  the  Salvation  of 
the  Heathens,  and  the  Hope  of  the  modern  Dei  Its  upon 
Pretences  to  Sincerity.  VIII.  The  Strength  and  Weak- 
nefs  of  Human  Reafon  to  conduct  Mankind  to  Reli- 

fion  and  future  Happinefs,  argued  between  an  Inquiring 
)eift  and  a  ChriAian  Divine.    IX.  An  humble  Attempt 
towards  the  Revival  of  practical  Religion  among  Chrifti- 
ans,  &c.  by  a  ferious  Addrefs  to  Minifters  and  People,  in 
fome  occahonal  Difcourfes.    X.  Difcourfes  on  the  Love 
of  GOD.    XI.  The  Redeemer  and  the  San&ifier,  &e* 
reprefented  in  a  friendly  converfation  between  perfons  of 
different  fentiments.    XII.  The  Holinefs  of  Times,  Pla- 
ces, and  People  under  the  *Jew\Jb  and  Chrijlian  Difpenfa- 
tions  confidered  and  compared  in  feveral  difcourfes,  on  the 
fabbath,  the  temple,  churches,  meeting-houfes,  &c,  XIII. 
A  Book  of  Catechifms,  complete,  containing  five  parts; 
to  which  is  added  a  large  catalogue  of  remarkable  fcripture 
names  collected  for  the  ufe  of  children.    XIV.  Prayers 
compofed  for  the  ufe  and  imitation  of  children  fuited  to 
their  different  ages,  &c.  and  a  ferious  addrefs  to  them  on 
that  fubjedt.    XV.  A  fhort  View  of  the  whole  Scrip*- 
ture  Hiftory,  with  a  continuation  of  the  Jevjijh  affairs 
from  the  end  of  the  Old  Teftament  to  the  coming  of 
Chrifl.    XVI.  Humility  reprefented  in  the  character  of 
St.  Paul.    XVII.  Self-love  and  Virtue  reconciled  only 
by  Religion,  Iffc,  together  with  an  occafional  proof  of  the 
neceffity  of  Revelation.  XVIII.  The  World  to  come,  or 
Difcourfes  on  the  Joys  and  Sorrows  of  departed  Souls  at 
Death,  and  the  Glory  or  Terror  of  the  Refurrection,  to 
which  is  prefixed  an  Eflay  towards  the  proof  of  a  fepa- 
rate  (late  of  fouls  after  death.    XIX.  The  Ruin  and  Re- 
covery of  Mankind ;  &c*    To  which  are  fubjoined  Three 
fhort  EfTays,  namely,  the  Proof  of  Man's  Fall  by  his  Mi- 
fery ;  the  Imputation  of  Sin  and  Righteoufnefs ;  and  the 
Guilt  and  Defilement  of  Sin.    XX.  The  Harmony  of 
all  the  Religions  which  GOD  ever  prefcribed,  t&c.  A  XI* 
Orthodoxy  and  Charity  united,  in  feveral  reconciling  Ef- 
fays  on  the  Law  and  Gofpel,  Faith  and  Works.    X  All* 
The  rational  Foundation  of  a  Chriftian  Church,  and  the 
Terms  of  Chriftian  Communion ;  to  which  are  added 
Three  Difcourfes,  namely,  A  Pattern  for  a  DifTenting 
Preacher;  the  Office  of  Deacons;  and  Invitations  to 
Church-fellowfhip.    XXIII.  Ufeful  and  important  Quef- 
tions  concerning  Jefus  the  Son  freely  propofed  ;  with  an 
humble  attempt  to  anfwer  them  according  to  Scripture. 
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XXIV.  The  Glory  of  Chrijl  as  God-Man,  difplayed  in 
three  difcourfes.  With  an  Appendix  containing  an 
Abridgement  of  Dodlor  Thomas  Goodwins  Ditcoutfe  of 
the  *  Glories  and  Royalties  of  Chrijl  J  in  his  works  in  fo- 
lia, Vol.  ii.  B.  3.  XXV.  Evangelical  Difcourfes  on  fe- 
veral Subjects;  to  which  is  added  an  Efiuy  on  the  Powers 
and  Cornells  of  Flefh  and  Spirit.  XaVI.  A  Sermon 
preached  at  Salter s- Hall  to  the  Societies  for  Reformation 
of  Manners  in  the  Cities  of  Londm  and  TT'eJlminflcr,  Octo- 
ber 6,  1707.  XXV 11.  The  religions  Improvement  of 
public  Events,  a  fermon  preached  at  Bury-jhect,  fune  18, 
1727,  on  occafion  of  the  death  of  K.  George  I.  and  the 
peaceful  fucceffion  of  K.  George  II.  XXVIII.  Nine 
Sermons  in  the  Bury-Jlrect  collection  of  difcourfes  preached 
by  feveral  miniflers.  XXIX.  Queftions  proper  for  Stu- 
dents in  Divinity,  Candidates  of  the  Miniftry,  and  young 
Chriftians,  to  be  propofed  to  them  by  themfelves  or  others.. 
XXX.  A  fhort  Eflay  towards  the  Improvement  of  Pfal- 
rnody,  or  an  Inquiry  how  the  Pfalms  of  David  ought  to 
be  tranflated  into  Chriftian  fongs,  and  how  lawful  and  ne- 
ceflury  it  is  to  compofe  other  hymns  according  to  the  clearer 
revelation  of  the  Gofpel,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Christian 
church.  XXXI.  Hora  Lyric*;  Poems  chiefly  of  the 
Lyric  kind,  in  three  books.  XXXII.  The  Pfalms  of 
David  imitated  in  the  language  of  the  New  Teftament, 
and  applied  to  the  Chriftian  itate  and  worfhip.  XXXIII. 
Hymns  and  Spiritual  Songs,  in  three  books.  XXXIV. 
Divine  Songs,  attempted  in  eafy  Language  for  the  Ufe  of 
Children.  XXXV.  Logic,  or  the  right  Ufe  of  Reafon 
in  the  Inquiry  after  Truth.  XXXVI.  The  Improve- 
ment of  the  Mind,  or  a  Supplement  to  the  Art  of  Logic, 
in  two  parts.  N.  B.  The  two  parts  are  in  two  volumes. 
XXXVII.  A  Difcourfe  on  the  Education  of  Children  and 
Youth.  XXXVlll.  The  Knowledge  of  the  Heavens 
and  the  Earth  made  eafy,  or  the  firlt  Principles  of  Aitro- 
nomy  and  Geography  explained  by  the  Ufe  of  the  Globes 
and  Maps;  with  a  folution  of  the  common  problems  by. 
a  plain  fcale  and  compafles  as  well  as  by  the  globe.  Writ- 
ten for  the  ufe  of  learners.  XXXIX.  Philofophical  Ef- 
fays  on  various  Subjects,  with  fome  Remarks  on  Mr. 
Locke's  Eflay  on  the  Human  UndeiTtanding.  To  which  is 
fubjoined  a  brief  Scheme  of  Ontology,  or  the  Science  of 
Being  in  general  with  its  aflecTioils.  XL.  The  Art  of 
Reading  and  Writing  Englijh,  cr c.  with  a  variety  of  in- 
ductions for  true  lpelling.  XLl.  The  Doctrine  of  tiie 
Paflions  explained  and  improved.  XL1I.  Rdiquis?  Juve- 
niles ;  Miscellaneous  Thoughts  in  Profs  ^nd  Verfe  cn  na- 
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tural,  moral  and  divine  Subjects.  Written  chiefly  fit 
younger  years.  XLIll.  Remnants  of  Time  employed  m 
rrofe  ana  Verfe,  or  fhort  Effays  and  Compofures  on  va- 
rious Subjects.  XL1 V.  An  Efciy  on  the  Freedom  of  the 
Will  in  GOD  and  in  Creatures,  and  on  various  fubjects 
connected  therewith.  XLV.  An  EfTay  on  Civil  Power 
in  Things  facred.  XLV1.  An  EflTay  towards  the  Encou- 
ragement of  Charity-Schools,  particularly  thofe  which  are 
fupported  by  Proteftant  Diflenters,  for  teaching  the  chil- 
dren of  the  poor  to  read  and  work,  &c.  to  which  is  pre- 
fixed an  Addrefs  to  the  fupporters  of  thofe  fchools." 

A  collection  of  poems  was  publifhed,  a  few  years  fince, 
with  the  title  of  the  «  Doctor's  Pofthumous  Works/ 
which  are  confidered  very  juftly  as  generally  fpurious  and 
unworthy  of  the  Doctor. 

There  is  fo  juft  and  feafonable  a  remark,  made  by  a  per- 
fon  in  a  clafs  of  life,  now  unhappily  very  little  dignified 
with  religion,  in  a  letter  to  our  author,  that  we  wifh  to 
recommend  its  confideration  to  every  lover  of  the  Bible  ; 
and  the  more,  as  it  is  a  very  ignorant  as  well  as  a  very  pre- 
vailing fentiment  at  this  day,  that  we  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Old  Teftament,  but  that  all  our  attention  fhould 
be  confined  to  the  New. 

*  Rev.  Sir,  Beckct-Houfi,  Feb.  4,  1731. 

1  At  laft  I  have  received  the  kind  prefent  [Dr„ 
ff  atts's  "  View  of  the  whole  Scripture  Hiftory"]  you  fo 
long  fince  ordered  me.  I  have  read  it  over,  and  looked 
over  fome  parts  of  it  again.  1  fhall  Jay  it  in  my  nurfery, 
hall,  and  parlour,  and  keep  it  in  my  ftudy.  I  think  it  a 
book  that  will  be  very  inftructive  and  entertaining  to 
people  of  all  ages  and  conditions.  You  know  I  am  very 
much  for  the  whole  Bible's  being  looked  through,  and  not 
one  part  of  it  only ;  or  even  the  New  Teftament  alone  in 
prejudice  of  the  reft.  I  think  you  have  done  very  good 
lervice  in  giving  us  the  Apocryphal  hiftory,  as  a  part  of 
the  account  of  GOD's  transactions  with  his  people.  But, 
after  faying  this,  I  muft  own  to  you  I  could  have  wiftied 
you  had  made  your  fections,  efpecially  at  the  beginning, 
not  barely  as  hiftorical  ones,  but  with  a  view  to  the  diffe- 
rent difpenfations  of  GOD  to  mankind  (1  mean  in  that 
part  of  the  book  before  the  law)  though  ftill  preferving  the 
order  of  the  Bible.  The  breaks,  that  arife  from  that  con- 
fideration, are  what  are  moft  likely  to  lead  us  into  the  true 
knowledge  of  the  Bible.  Without  them,  thehiilory  of  the 
Bible  will  be  little  more  than  the  amufement  of  other  hifto- 
ri*s.    I  am,  Sir,  your  very  faithful  humble  fervant, 

*  Barrlnrton* 

JOHN. 
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JOHN  HARRISON,  A.M. 

HE  was  Paftor  of  a  congregation  at  IVeathersfield  in 
Effex,  and  died  about  the  year  1749.  in  a  fermon 
preached  upon  that  occafion  by  the  reverend  Mr.  Thomas 
David/on  of  Braintree,  we  have  an  account  of  his  cha- 
racter in  life,  and  triumph  in  death.  He  was  a  man  of 
bright  natural  parts,  much  improved.  He  made  great 
proficiency  in  ftudy  at  the  univerfity  of  Glafgow,  from 
which  he  received  his  degree  of  mailer  of  arts.  As  a 
chriftian,  he  was  remarkably  holy,  tender,  and  circum- 
fpec"t.  ;  in  all  things  Jhewing  himfelf  a  pattern  of  good 
works.  He  was  a  clofe,  humble  walker  with  GOD,  be- 
ing in  an  uncommon  meafure  exercifed  unto  godlinefs; 
and  this  made  him  love,  and  ftri6ily  pra&ife,  the  duties  of 
the  ftudy  and  clofet.  As  a  minifter,  he  {hone  with  a  pe- 
culiar luftre;  preaching  his  fermons  to  himfelf  in  private, 
before  he  delivered  them  in  public  to  others ;  and  in  them 
was  a  workman  that  needed  not  to  be  ajbamed,  rightly  dividing 
the  word  of  truth. 

As  he  was  pleafant  and  defirable  in  life,  he  feemed  ft  ill 
more  fo  at  death  :  For  he  fhone  out  brightly  to  the  laft, 
and,  like  the  fun  in  a  calm  ferene  evening,  let  without  a 
cloud.  He  had  a  full  and  unfhaken  afliirance  of  his  in- 
tereft  in  the  love  of  GOD,  and  clear  manireftations  ot  that 
love  to  his  foul ;  which  made  his  expreflions  of  it,  on  his 
death-bed,  ravifhing  to  all  his  chriftian  triends  who  vifited 
him.  With  what  pleafure  and  joy  did  he  often  utter  fuch 
expreflions  as  thefe,  "  Oh,  I  long  to  be  gone  !  I  long  to 
be  gone,  and  to  be  freed  from  fin  and  forrow  !  1  long  to  be 
where  Jefus  is,  to  fee  him  as  he  is  !  I  long  to  put  oft*  this 
mortal  body ;  that  mortality  may  be  iwallowed  up  of 
life  !  Oh,  I  would  not  return  again  to  this  world  ;  it  is 
indeed  eabal,  a  dirty  and  unplealant  world  !  I  ftiall  loon 
he  in  that  ftiining  world,  in  Emanuel**  land,  where  glory 
dwells  for  evermore.  His  love  has  left  a  perfume,  a  lweet 
favor  in  my  heart;  and  eternity  itfelf  will  be  too  fhort  to 
praife  him.  Oh,  what  a  covenant,  what  a  rock  have  we 
to  reft  upon  !  how  firm  it  is  !  Oh  what  comforts,  what 
confolations,  have.  I  had  from  it  !  With  fuch  joy  as  this 
methinks  I  could  bear  the  burning  of  this  fever  throughout 
eternity,  and  not  feel  it !    I  know  that  my  Redeemer 
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liveth  !  this  is  glory  begun  !  I  am  filled  with  GOD.  Oh, 
how  faithful  is  GOD!  He  has  faid  to  me,  that  he  would 
fatisfy  me  with  life;  and  I  am  fully  fatisfied.  I  want  no- 
thing but  to  have  the  clay  walls  of  this  body  broken  down. 
Oh,  I  never  faw  fo  mucn  as  I  do  now  !  1  want  a  whole 
eternity  to  praife  !"  When  firft  taken  ill  of  the  fever,  he 
told  his  friends,  he  apprehended  it  would  iflue  in  death, 
and  gave  this  reafon  for  it,  That,  forfome  months  paft,  he 
had  had  fo  much  of  GOD  in  fecret,  that  he  never  met  with 
any  thing  like  it.  He  particularly  mentioned  how  much 
Dr.  Ozvenh  declaration  of  the  gloiious  myftery  of  the 
perfon  of  Cbri/i,  GOD  and  Man,  hadheen  blefTed  to  him  ; 
efpecially  the  laft  chapter  of  that  book  concerning  the  ex- 
ercife  of  the  mediatory  office  of  Cbri/i  in  heaven,  and  the 
itate  of  the  worfhip  there.  When  he  fpoke  of  that  fub- 
jec~t,  it  was  with  fuch  elevation  and  fervor  of  fpirit,  as 
almoft  overpowered  nature.  He  often  remarked,  with 
much  pleafure,  his  fpending  the  week  before  he  was  taken 
ill  among  his  people,  converfmg  with  them  about  the  ftate 
of  their  fouls ;  and  then  found,  to  his  unfpeakable  joy, 
that  upwards  of  twenty  perfons,  he  hoped,  had  of  late 
been  favingly  wrought  upon  under  his  miniftry.  This 
made  him  cry  out,  "  Oh,  amazing  !  that  I  fhould  be  ho- 
nored to  be  in  any  meafure  ufeful  in  the  church  of  Cbri/i" 
Of  his  people  he  frequently  fpoke  with  warmth  and  af- 
fection, faying,  "  Oh  my  little  flock  !  Nothing  in  this 
world  is  fo  near  my  heart  as  that  handful  of  people  to 
whom  I  iland  related.  Oh,  Sir,  (faid  he  to  Mr.  Davidfon) 
let  that  little  flock  have  a  place  near  your  heart."  Some 
time  before  he  died,  he  faid  to  one,  "  Oh,  the  amazing, 
the  aftonilhing,  the  inconceivable  glory  of  the  other 
world!  what  difcoveries  have  1  had  of  it  this  day!  I 
Ion?,  I  long  to  be  there !  I  muft  have  an  eternity  to 
praife  !  Oh,  the  unfpeakable,  the  fubltantial  joys  I  feel  ! 
My  life  is  hid  with  Chri/i  in  GOD."  To  another,  a  little 
before  his  departure,  ct  I  am  juft  ready  to  join  the  ge- 
neral aflcmhlv  and  church  of  the  firft-born  ;  I  am  juft 
ready  to  fhout  the  victory  !  1  befeech  thee,  O  Lord, 
fhew  me  thy  glorv  !"  Thefe  and  many  other  fuch  fweet  . 
and  gracious  e;-:preflions  dropped  from  him  during  his  ill- 
nefs,  which  mip'ht  have  been  increafed,  had  not  his  friends 
often  interrupted  him,  defiring  he  would  fpare  himfelf, 
and  not  fpenk  fo  much.  One  thing,  however,  was  re- 
markable :  Though  his  fever  was  a  very  bad  one,  and  he 
a  itrong  robult  man,  full  of  flefh  and  blood,  yet  it  never 
once  fei  zed  his  head,  or  impaired  his  judgement ;  but  he 
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had  the  full  exercife  of  his  understanding  and  fpeech  to 
the  laft ;  and  he  was  enabled  to  make  a  mod  happy  and 
triumphant  ufe  of  them  to  his  Redeemer's  glory.  Such 
living  Deaths  are  enough  to  caufe  the  Balaams  of  every 
age  to  cry  out;  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and 
let  my  lajl  end  be  like  his  / 


EBENEZER  ERSKINE. 

THIS  pious  Minifter  was  the  fon  of  the  reverend  Mr. 
Henry  Erjkine  of  Shielfield,  in  the  county  of  Merfe, 
in  Scotland,  who  was  one  of  the  three  and  thirty  children 
of  Rabh  Erjkine,  defcended  from  the  noble  family  of  Mar. 
This  Henry  Er/kine9  being  fettled  in  Northumberland,  was 
one  of  the  ejected  minifters  by  the  adl  of  uniformity,  and 
died  in  1696,  aged  feventy-two.  , 
Mr.  Ebenezer  Erjkine  was  born  about  the  year  1680, 
ordained  in  1703,  and  fettled  at  Stirling  in  1 731 .  In  April 
1732,  being  chofen  moderator  of  the  fynod  of  Perth,  he 
preached  a  fermon  from  Pfalm  cxviii.  22.  The  /tone  which 
the  builders  refufed,  is  become  the  head-ftone  of  the  corner.  In 
this  difcourle,  he  took  fo  much  freedom  with  an  a&  made 
by  the  laft  affembly  of  the  fynod,  empowering  the  majo- 
rity of  landholders  and  lay  elders  to  have  a  decifive  power 
of  electing  and  calling  minifters,  upon  no  other  limitation 
but  that  of  being  Prote/lants,  and  excluding  heads  of  infe- 
rior families  from  their  votes ;  that  it  gave  great  offence. 
The  members  of  the  affembly,  who  had  carried  that  mea- 
fure,  being  the  majority,  proceeded  to  a  cenfure  upon  him 
for  his  fermon  ;  from  which  he  appealed  to  the  next  gene- 
ral affembly  of  the  church  of  Scotland ;  who,  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  approved  the  cenfure,  and  appointed  Mr.  . 
Erjkine  to  be  reprimanded  at  their  own  bar.  Againft  this 
alio  Mr.  Erjkine  protefted,  as  a  cenfure  pafled  upon  him 
for  maintaining  the  truth  of  GOD  and  the  approved  ftand- 
ards  of  the  Scott i/h  church  ;  and  to  this  proteit  three  other 
minivers  fet  their  hands.  This  fo  offended  the  affembly, 
that  they  firfr  fufpended,  and  (upon  their  non-fubmiffion)i 
afterwards  expelled  them  from  their  minifterial  functions. 
The  offenfive  words  were  thefe ;  "  The  faid  prevailing 
party  are  carrying  on  a  courfe  of  defection  from  our  re- 
formed principles  ;  and  particularly  are  fuppreffing  minif- 
terial freedom  and  faithfulnefs,  in  teftifying  againft  the 
prefent  backflidings  of  the  church,  and  inflicting  cenfures 
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-  upon  miniflers,  for  witnefling,  by  proteftations  and  other* 
wife,  againft  the  fame."— Thus  began  the  famous  Seceffion 
(as  it  was  called)  from  the  Church,  or  ruling  members  of 
the  Church,  of  Scotland* 

Mr,  Erjkine  lived  many  years  after  this  affair,  and  ga- 
thered a  numerous  congregation  at  Stirling,  amongft  whom 
he  labored  till  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  2d  of 
June,  I754>  in  the  feventy -fourth  year  of  his  age,  and 
Bfty-firft  of  his  mimicry. 

RALPH  ERSKINE,  A.  M, 

MR.  RALPH  was  younger  brother  to  Mr.  Ebenezer 
Erjkine,  and  was  born  at  Afonilaws  in  Northumber- 
land, Alarcb  15th,  1685.  After  going  through  the  ufual 
courfe  at  Edinburgh,  he  was  at  length  ordained  at 
Dunfermline  on  the  7th  of  Auguft,  1 7 1 1.  Here  he  labored 
feveral  years  with  great  zeal  and  fuccefs,  performing  his 
public  duties  with  much  ability,  and  the  private  viflta- 
tions  of  his  flock  with  diligent  faithfulnefs.  He  went  from 
houfe  to  houfc,  warning  and  watching. 

Upon  the  controverfy  which  arofe  about  the  year  1720, 
refpedting  the  republication  of  a  book  entitled  '  The  Mar- 
row of  Modem  Divinity,'  which  at  length  was  condemned 
by  the  general  aflembly  ;  our  Author,  with  twelve  others, 
conceiving  fomc  important  and  evangelical  truths  to  be 
ft  ruck  at  by  their  cenfure,  thought  it  a  duty  to  remon- 
ftrate.  Remonltrances  of  this  kind  are  ufually  in  vain* 
Unlefs  where  Providence  remarkably  interpoles,  feldom 
will  private  men  publicly  own  themielves  miftaken,  large 
bodies  never.  The  aflembly,  inflead  of  retracting,  con- 
firmed their  own  acls ;  and  Mr.  Ralph,  with  others, 
went  into  the  ScccJJion  already  eltabliftied  by  his  brother. 

Some  Readers  might  wifh  to  know,  that  this  book  of 
the  '  Marrow,  tec?  was  written  upon  Ariel  Calviniftic  prin- 
ciples ;  and  that  the  Scccders  accufed  the  rulers  in  the 
church  of  verging  towards  Neonomian,  or  Semi-Arminian 
principles.  Our  Author,  with  many  others,  preached  and 
wrote  with  great  fervor  in  this  unhappy  controverfy. 

We  wifh  to  pafs  over  in  filence  the  diflike  which  the 
SeccJJion  exprefled,  about  the  year  1742,  upon  the  fubject 
of  the  revival  of  the  power  ot  the  gofpel,  which  then  ap- 
peared at  CambuJJang.    Dr.  Gillies,  ia  his  life  of  Mr. 
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Whiteficld*  hath  ftated  that  matter  at  large.  The  differ- 
ences of  good  men  are  never  to  be  mentioned  but  with 
forrow.  The  Secejfion  thought  Mr.  fVhitefield  too  lax  in 
his  principles  refpecting  outward  church  government : 
And,  moft  certainly,  he  did  not  care  for  all  the  outward 
church  government  in  the  world,  if  men  were  not  brought 
really  to  the  knowledge  of  GOD  and  themfelves.  Pre- 
lacy and  prefbytery  were  indeed  matters  of  indifference  to 
a  man,  who  wifhed,  «  the  whole  world  to  be  his  diocefe* 
and  that  men  of  all  denominations  might  be  brought  to  a 
real  acquaintance  with  Jefus  Chrift.  However  thefe  good 
men  might  differ  here,  they  are  now  perfectly  agreed 
upon-all  things. 

About  the  year  1746,  another  Seceffion,  or  rather  Sub- 
feceflion,  was  formed  from  that  already  eltabliftied,  upon 
a  nice  diflinction  in  burgefs  oaths ;  to  recount  which  will 
afford  but  little  edification  to  ferious  Readers,  and  but 
fmall  gratification  to  fenfible  Readers.  Raging  refor- 
mations are  not  gracious  reformations.  GOD  s  work 
is  feldom,  if  ever,  truly  performed,  by  the  bigotry,  fury, 
or  paffions  of  men. 

Our  Author's  pen  was  much  engaged  in  this  affair,  and 
it  evidently  affected  his  fpirits.  He  fpeaks  of  it  with  con- 
cern  and  emotion.  u  Our  firft  conftitution  (fays  he, 
meaning  the  firft  Secejfion)  was  the  fruit  and  effect  of  our 
being  feparated  from  our  brethren,  who  thrufl  us  out  from 
their  minifterial  communion.  But  this  new  conjiitution, 
was  the  effect  and  confeqnent  of  our  brethren's  feparating 
themfelves*  We  find  in  fcripture,  a  wide  difference  be- 
twixt a  pajfive  and  an  aclive  feparation  from  church  com- 
munion. We  fee  a  bleffing  refting  on  the  head  of  them 
who  have  been  feparated  from  their  brethren;  but  a  note 
of  ignominy  upon  thofe  that  wilfully  fc par  ate  themfelves, 
*Jude  ver.  19. — The  fruit  of  our firfl  conilitution,  was  the 
joy  of  all  the  friends  of  the  covenanted  reformation  ;  but 
the  fruit  of  this  new  pretended  conftitution,  is  the  fad* 
9  den i rig  of  the  hearts  of  the  Lord's  remnant  every  where, 
—The  fruit  of  our  firfl  conftitution,  was  the  gathering 
of  the  Lord's  remnant  into  one ;  but  the  fruit  of  the  fc-> 
condy  is  the  rending  and  breaking  them  to  pieces." 

This  valuable  Minifter  continued  his  labors  of  preaching 
and  writing  till  almoft  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc» 
cured  on  the  6th  of  November  1752,  in  the  fixty-eighth 
year  of  his  age.    He  was  buried  at  Dunfermline* 

He  publifhed  many  fermons,  and  controverfial  tracts, 
chiefly  relating  to  the  Secejfion ;  and  his  Gofpel  Sonnets 
and  other  poems  are  we\l  known  both  in  England  and 

Scotland. 
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Scotland*  They  breathe  a  warm  fpirit  of  piety ;  though 
they  cannot  be  mentioned  as  finiflied  poetical  com  po- 
rtions. 

He  left  a  large  family,  three  fons  of  which  were  mini- 
iters  of  the  Seccffion,  but  died  in  the  prime  of  life. 

PHILIP  DODDRIDGE,  D.  D. 

THIS  eminent  Divine  was  the  fon  of  Daniel  Doddridge, 
an  oilman  in  London,  where  he  was  born  June  the 
a6th,  1702.  He  was  the  twentieth  and  laft  child  of  his 
parents :  The  reft,  except  one  daughter,  died  very  young. 
He  was  brought  up  in  the  early  knowledgeof  religion  by  his 
pious  parents,  but  was  firft  initiated  in  the  elements  of  the 
learned  languages  under  one  Mr.  Stott,  a  minifter,  who 
taught  a  private  fchool  in  London.  In  the  year  17 12,  he 
was  removed  to  Kingfion  upon  Thames*  About  the  time 
of  his  father's  death,  which  happened  in  the  year  1715,  he 
was  removed  to  a  private  fchool  at  St.  Albans,  under  the 
care  of  a  worthy  and  learned  mafter,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Weed. 
Here  he  happily  commenced  an  acquaintance  with  Dr. 
Samuel  Clark,  minifter  of  the  diflenting  congregation  there, 
who  became  not  only  the  inftruftor  of  his  youth  in  the 
principles  of  religion,  but  his  guardian,  when  a  helplefs 
orphan,  and  a  generous  and  faithful  friend  in  all  his  ad- 
vancing years ;  for,  by  his  own  and  his  friends,  contribu- 
tion, he  furnifhed  him  with  means  to  purfue  his  ftudies. 
The  duchefs  of  Bedford,  being  informed  of  his  circum- 
ftances,  character,  and  ftrong  inclination  to  learning,  by 
his  uncle  Philip  Doddridge,  then  fteward  to  that  noble 
family,  made  him  an  offer,  that,  if  he  chofe  to  be  educated 
for  the  miniftry  of  the  church  of  England,  and  would  go 
to  either  of  its  univerfities,  ftie  would  fupport  the  ex- 
pence  of  his  education;  and,  if  flie  fhould  live  'till  he  had 
taken  orders,  would  provide  for  him  in  the  church.  This 
propofal  he  received  with  the  warmed  gratitude,  but  ir\ 
the  moft  refpe&ful  manner  declined  it;  as  he  could  not 
then  fatisfy  his  confeience  to  comply  with  the  terms  of 
minifterial  conformity.  Yet  he  continued  for  foroe  tima 
in  great  diftrefs  from  an  apprehenfion,  that  he  mould  not 
be  able  to  profecute  his  ftudies  for  the  minjftrv  :  And  Dr. 
Edmund  Calami  whom  he  confuked,  increafed  his  afflic- 
tion. 
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tion,  by  advifing  him  to  turn  his  thoughts  to  fome  other 
profeffion.  Accordingly,  he  actually  was  engaging  him- 
felf  in  the  fludy  of  the  law  ;  when  his  friend,  Dr.  C/ark, 
hearing  of  his  difficulties,  generoufly  offered  to  remove 
them. 

In  Ofiober  1719,  he  was  placed  under  the  tuition  of 
the  reverend  Mr.  'John  Jennings,  who  kept  an  academy  at 
Kibzvortb  in  Leice/ier/hire,  a  gentleman  of  threat  learning 
and  piety ;  and,  during  the  courfe  of  his  midies  at  this 
place,  he  was  noted  for  his  diligent  application  to  his  pro- 
per bufinefs,  ferious  fpirit,  and  extraordinary  care  to  im- 
prove his  talents.  He  was  flrft  fettled  as  a  minifter  at 
Kibivotth,  where  he  preached  to  a  fmall  congregation  in 
an  obfcure  village,  and  where  he  had  much  time  to  apply 
himfelf  to  fludy,  which  he  did  with  indefatigable  indultry. 
On  Mr.  Jennings  s  death,  he  fucceeded  to  the  care  of  his 
academy,  and  foon  after  was  called  to  the  care  of  a  large 
diffenting  congregation,  whither  he  carried  his  academy  ; 
and  the  number  of  his  pupils  increafed.  Here  and  at 
Market  Harborough  juft  by,  and  laflly  at  Northampton,  he 
fpent  his  life,  in  his  clolet,  in  his  academy,  and  in  his 
congregation.  He  died  at  Lijbon,  where  he  went  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health  on  the  26th  of  Oclober  1751,  in 
the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age  :  And  his  remains  were  inter- 
red in  the  burying  ground  belonging  to  the  Briti/b  fo&ory 
there.  A  handfome  monument  was  erected  to  his  memory 
in  his  meeting  place  at  Northampton,  at  the  expence  of  the 
congregation.  As  to  his  Perfon,  he  was  rather  above  the 
middle  ftature,  extremely  thin  and  (lender:  He  had  a 
very  remarkable  fprightlinefs  and  vivacity  in  his  counte-  ' 
nance  and  manner,  which  commanded  attention  both  in 
private  and  in  the  pulpit.  He  left  one  fon  and  three 
daughters  behind  him,  as  well  as  an  excellent  and  affec- 
tionate wife  their  mother,  who  accompanied  him  to  Llf- 
bon.  It  was  verv  much  to  the  honor  of  a  minifter  of  the 
eftablifhed  churcn,  that  the  Doctor  was  enabled  to  make 
this  voyage  in  point  of  expence :  And  it  would  be  very 
much  to  the  comfort  as  well  as  credit  both  of  churchmen 
and  diflenters,  if  they  entertained  the  fame  catholic  re- 
gard which  the  Dodtor  had  to  good  men  of  all  perfuafions. 

Mr.  Job  Orion,  who  hath  drawn  up  an  excellent  ac- 
count of  his  life  at  large,  relates  many  very  edifying  paffa- 
ges  concerning  the  Doctor's  ftudies,  engagements,  and 
conduct,  which  cannot  fail  of  giving  fatisra&ion  to  every 
pious  Reader.  Speaking  of  him,  in  his  minifterial  office, 
M*.  Qrton  faysj  *  That  the  vital  truths  of  the  gofpel,  and 
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its  duties,  as  enforced  by  them,  were  his  favorite  topies. 
He  confidered  himfelf  as  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel,  and 
therefore  could  not  fatisfy  himfelf  without  preaching 
Cbr'ifl  and  him  crucified.  He  never  puzzled  his  hearers 
with  dry  criticifms  andabftrufedifquifttions;  nor  content- 
ed himfelf  with  moral  effays  and  philofophical  harangues, 
with  which  the  bulk  of  his  auditory  would  have  been  un- 
affected and  unedificd.  He  thought  it  cruelty  to  GOD's 
children  to  give  them  ftones,  when  they  came  for  bread. 
<{  It  is  my  defire,  faith  he,  not  to  entertain  an  auditory 
with  pretty  lively  things,  which  is  comparatively  eafy,  but 
to  come  clofe  to  their  confeiences,  to  awaken  them  to  a 
real  fenfe  of  their  fpiritual  concerns,  to  bring  them  to 
GOD,  and  keep  them  continually  near  to  him  ;  which, 
to  me  at  leaft,  is  an  exceeding  hard  thing."  He  feldom 
meddled  with  controverfial  points  in  the  pulpit ;  never 
with  thofe,  with  which  he  might  reafonably  fuppofe  his 
congregation  was  unacquainted ;  nor  let  himfelf  to  con- 
fute errors,  with  which  they  were  in  no  danger  of  being 
infected.  When  his  fubject  naturally  led  him  to  mention 
fome  writers,  from  whom  he  differed,  he  fpoke  of  them 
and  their  works  with  candor  and  tendernefs ;  appealing 
conftaritly  to  the  fcriptures,  as  the  Aandard,  by  which  all 
doctrines  are  to  be  tried.  He  fhewed  his  hearers  of  how 
little  importance  moil  of  the  differences  between  Protef- 
tants  are,  and  chofe  rather  to  be  a  healer  of  breaches,  than 
to  widen  them.  He  always  fpoke  with  abhorrence  of 
pafiionately  inveighing  againft  our  brethren  in  the  pulpit, 
and  making  chriftian  ordinances  the  vehicle  of  malignant 
pafllons.  He  thought  this  equally  affronting  to  GOD 
and  pernicious  to  men ;  poifoning  inftead  of  feeding  the 
Jbcep  of  Chrift? 

Viewing  his  conduct  as  a  tutor,  we  are  told,  that  one  of 
the  fir  ft  things  he  expected  of  his  pupils,  was  to  learn 
Rich's  fh'ort  hand,  which  he  wrote  himfelf,  and  in  which 
his  lectures  were  written  ;  that  they  might  tranfeibe  them, 
make  extracts  from  the  books  they  read  and  confulted, 
with  eafe  and  fpeed,  and  fave  thcmfelves  many  hours  in 
their  future  compofitions.  Care  was  taken  in  the  firii 
year  of  their  courfe  that  they  ihould  retain  and  improve 
that  knowledge  of  Greek  and  Latin  which  thev  had  ac- 
quired at  fchool,  and  gain  fuch  knowledge  of  Hebrew^  if 
they  had  not  learnt  it  before,  that  they  might  be  able  to 
read  the  Old  Teftament ;  a  care  very  important  and  ne- 
ceffary  to  this  end.  Befides  the  courfe  of  lectures  in  a 
corning,  claHical  lectures  were  read  every  evening,  gene- 
rally 
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tally  by  his  affiftant,  but  fometimes  by  himfelf.  If  any 
of  his  pupils  were  deficient  in  their  knowledge  of  Greek, 
the  feniors,  who  were  beft  (killed  in  it,  were  appointed  to 
inftrucl  them  at  other  times.  Thofe  of  them,  whochofe 
it,  were  alfo  taught  French,  Syftems  of  logic,  rhetoric, 
geography  and  metaphyfics,  were  read  during  the  firfl 
year  of  their  courfe,  and  they  were  referred  to  particular 
paffages  in  other  authors  upon  thefe  fubjects,  which  illuf- 
t rated  the  points  on  which  the  lectures  had  turned.  To 
thefe  were  added  lectures  on  the  principles  of  geometry 
and  algebra.  After  thefe  ftudies  were  finiihed,  they  were 
introduced  to  the  knowledge  of  trigonometry,  conic  fec- 
tions,  and  celeftial  mechanics.  A  fyftem  ot  natural  and 
experimental  philofophy,  comprehending  mechanics,  fta- 
tics,  hydroftatics,  pneumatics,  and  aftronomy,  was  read\ 
to  them  ;  with  references  to  the  beft  authors  on  thefe 
fubjedls.  This  fyftem  was  illuftrated  by  a  neat  and  pretty 
large  philofophical  apparatus,  part  of  which  was  the  gift 
of  iome  of  his  friends,  and  the  remainder  purchafed  by  a 
fmall  contribution  from  each  of  the  ftudents,  at  his  en- 
trance on  that  branch  of  fcience.  Some  other  articles 
were  touched  upon,  efpecially  hiftory,  natural  and  civil ; 
as  the  ftudents  proceeded  in  tneir  courfe,  -in  order  to  en- 
large their  underftandings,  and  give  them  venerable  ideas 
of  the  works  and  providence  of  GOD.  A  diftinft  view 
of  the  human  body  was  given  them,  as  it  tended  to  pro- 
mote their  veneration  and  love  for  the  graat  Architect  of 
this  amazing  frame,  whofe  wonders  of  providential  influ- 
ence alfo  are  fo  apparent  in  its  fupport,  nourifhment  and 
motion;  and  all  concurred  to  render  them  agreeable  and 
ufeful  in  converfation,  and  to  fubferve  their  honorable 
appearance  in  the  miniftry. 

A  large  fyftem  of  Jewi/b  antiquities,  which  their  tutor 
had  drawn  up,  was  read  to  them  in  the  later  years  of  their 
courfe,  in  order  to  illuftrate  numbcrlefs  paflages  "in  the 
fcriptures,  which  cannot  be  well  underftood  without  a 
knowledge  of  them  :  They  were  alfo  referred  to  the  beft 
writers  upon  the  fubjeft.  But  the  chief  objed  of  their  at- 
tention and  ftudy,  during  three  years  of  their  courfe,  was 
his  fyftem  of  divinity  in  the  largeft  extent  of  the  word ; 
including  what  is  moft  material  in  pneumatology  and 
ethics.  In  this  compendium  were  contained,  in  as  few 
words  as  perfpicuity  would  admit,  the  moft  material  things 
which  had  occurred  to  the  author's  obfervation,  relating  to 
the  nature  and  properties  of  the  human  mind,  the  proof  of 
the  exiftenceand  attributes  of  GOD,  the  nature  of  moral 
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virtue,  the  various  branches  of  it,  the  means  fubfervient  to 
it,  and  the  fanctions  by  which  its  precepts,  confidered  as 
GOD's  natural  law,  are  inforced  :  Under  which  head,  the 
natural  evidence  of  the  immortality  ol  the  foul  was  large- 
ly examined.  To  this  was  added  iome  lurvey  ot  what  is, 
and  generally  has  been,  the  flate  of  virtue  in  the  world. 
From  whence  the  tranlkion  waseafy  to  the  need  of  a  reve- 
lation,  the  encouragement  to  hope  for  it,  and  the  nature  of 
the  evidence  which  might  probably  attend  it.  From  hence 
the  work  naturally  proceeded  to  the  evidence  produced  in 
proof  of  that  revelation  which  the  lcriptures  contain.  The 
genuinenefs,  credibility,  and  infpiration  of  thefe  facred 
books,  were  then  cleared  up  at  large,  and  vindicated  from 
the  moft  confiderable  objections,  which  infidels  have  urged. 

When  thefe  foundations  were  laid,  the  chief  doctrines  of 
fcripture  were  drawn  out  into  a  large  detail ;  thofe  relating 
to  the  Father,  Son  and  Spirit;  to  the  original  and 
fallen  ftate  of  man;  to  the  fchemc  of  our  redemption  by 
Chrifty  and  the  offices  of  the  Spirit,  as  the  great  agent  in 
the  Redeemer's  kingdom.  The  nature  of  the  covenant  of 
grace  was  particularly  ftated  ;  and  the  feveral  precepts  and 
inltitutions  of  thegofpel,  with  the  views  which  it  gives  us 
of  the  concluding  Icenes  of  our  world,  and  of  the  eternal 
flate  beyond  it.  What  feemed  moll  evident  on  thefe  heads, 
was  thrown  into  the  proportions ;  fome  of  which  were 
problematical;  and  the  chief  controverfies,  relating  to  each, 
were  thrown  into  the  fcho/ia,  and  all  illuftrated  by  a  very 
large  collection  of  references ;  containing,  perhaps,  one 
lecture  with  another,  the  fubftance  of  forty  or  fifty  oftaz  o 
pages ;  in  which  the  fentiments  and  reafonings  of  the  molt 
confiderable  authors,  on  all  thefe  heads,  might  be  feen  in 
their  own  words.  It  was  the  bufinefs  of  the  ftudents  to 
read  and  contract  thefe  references,  in  the  intervals  between 
the  lectures ;  of  which  only  three  were  given  in  a  week, 
and  fometimes  but  two.  This  was  the  Author's  capital 
work  as  a  tutor;  he  had  fpent  much  labor  upon  it,  and  was 
continually  enriching  it  with  his  remarks  on  any  new  pro- 
ductions upon  the  feveral  fubjects  handled  in  it.  This  fyf- 
tem  his  pupils  tranferibed  :  It  is  now  publiihed,  and  the 
world  will  judge  of  its  value.and  fuitablenefs  to  anfwer  the 
end  propofed.  Critical  lectures  on  the  New  Teftament 
were  weekly  delivered,  which  the  ftudents  were  permitted 
and  encouraged  to  tranferibe,  to  lead  them  to  the  better 
knowledge  of  the  divine  oracles.  Thefe  contained  his  re- 
marks  on  the  language,  meaning,  and  dengn  of  the  facred 
writers,  and  the  interpretations  and  criticifms  of  the  moft 
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coniiderable  commentators.  Many  of  thefe  he  has  inferted 
in  the  "  Family  Expoiitor."  In  the  laft  year  of  the  courfe, 
a  fet  of  lectures  on  preaching  and  the  paftoral  care,  was 
given:  Thefe  contained,  general  directions  concerning  the 
method  to  be  taken  to  furnifh  them  for  the  work  of  preach* 
ing ;  the  characters  of  the  belt  practical  writers  and  com- 
mentators upon  the  Bible,  many  particular  rules  for  the 
compodtion  of  fermons,  their  proper  ftyle,  the  choice  and 
arrangement  of  thoughts,  and  the  delivery  of  them  ;  di- 
rections relating  to  public  prayer,  expofition,  catechizing, 
the  adminiftration  of  the  facraments,  and  paftoral  vifits  : 
To  thefe  were  added  many  general  maxims  for  their  con* 
verfation  and  conduct  as  minifters,  and  a  variety  of  pru- 
dential rules,  for  their  behavior  in  particular  circumstan- 
ces and  connections,  in  which  they  might  be  placed.  While 
the  ftudents  were  purfuing  thefe  important  ftudies,  fome 
lectures  were  given  them  on  civil  law,  the  hieroglyphics 
and  mythology  of  the  antients ;  the  Engl'ijh  hiflory,  par- 
ticularly the  hiftory  of  nonconformity,  and  the  principles 
on  which  a  reparation  from  the  church  of  England'xs  foun- 
ded. The  tutor  principally  infifted  upon  thofe  laid  down 
by  Dr.  Calamy,  in  his  introduction  to  the  fecond  volume 
of  his  defence  of  moderate  nonconformity. 

One  day  in  every  week  was  fet  apart  for  public  exer- 
cifes;  at  thefe  times  the  tranflations  and  orations  of  the 
junior  ftudents  were  read  and  examined ;  thofe,  who  had 
entered  on  the  ftudy  of  pneumatology  and  ethics,  pro- 
duced, in  their  turns,  thefes  on  the  feveral  fubjects  afligned 
them,  which  were  mutually  oppofed  and  defended.  Thofe 
who  had  finifhed  ethics  delivered  homilies  (as  they  were 
called,  to  diftinguifh  them  from  fermons)  on  the  natural 
and  moral  perfections  of  GOD,  and  the  feveral  branches 
of  moral  virtue ;  while  the  fenior  ftudents  brought  ana- 
Jyfes  of  fcripture,  the  fchemes  of  fermons,  and  afterwards 
the  fermons  themfelves,  which  they  fubmitted  to  the  ex- 
amination and  correction  of  their  tutor.  In  this  part  of 
his  work  he  was  very  exact,  careful,  and  friendly ;  efteem- 
ing  his  remarks  on  their  compofitions  more  ufeful  to  young 
preachers,  than  any  general  rules  of  compofition,  which 
could  be  Offered  them  by  thofe,  who  were  themfelves  moft 
eminent  in  the  profeflion.  In  this  view  he  furnifhed  them 
with  fubordinate  thoughts,  and  proper  fcriptures  for  proof 
or  illuftration,  retrenching  what  was  fuperfluous,  and 
adding  what  was  wanting.  It  was  his  care,  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  their  ftudies,  that  his  pupils  might  have 
fuch  a  variety  of  lectures,  weekly,  as  might  engage  their 
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minds  without  diftracting  them.  While  they  were  attend- 
ing and  ftudying  lectures  of  the  greateft  importance,  fome 
of  lei's  importance,  though  uieful  in  themfelves,  were 
given  in  the  intervals ;  thefe  had  generally  fome  connexion 
with  the  former ;  and  all  were  adapted  to  make  the  man  of 
GOD  per  feci,  thoroughly  furnijbed  unto  all  good works.  He 
contrived  that  they  mould  have  as  much  to  read  between 
each  lecture,  as  might  keep  them  well  employed,  allowing 
due  time  for  necefiary  relaxations,  and  the  reading  prac- 
tical writers ;  he  recommended  it  to  them,  and  itrongly 
infifted  upon  it,  that  they  fhould  cdnverfe  with  fome  of 
thefe  daily,  efpecially  on  the  Lord's  day,  in  order  to  fub- 
ferve,  at  once,  the  improvement  of  the  chriftian  and  the 
miniiter  :  And  he  frequently  reminded  them,  that  it  argued 
a  great  defect  of  underftanding,  as  well  as  of  real  piety, 
if  they  were  negligent  herein.  He  often  examined  what 
books  they  read,  befides  thofe  to  which  they  were  referred 
in  their  lectures,  and  directed  them  to  thofe  which  were 
befl  fuited  to  their  age,  capacities,  and  intended  profef- 
fion,  and  in  this  refpect  they  enjoyed  a  great  privilege ; 
as  they  had  the  ufe  of  a  large  and  valuable  library,  con- 
futing of  feveral  thoufands  of  volumes ;  many  of  them 
the  Doctor  had  purchafed  himfelf,  others  were  the  dona- 
tions of  his  friends,  or  their  feveral  authors;  and  each 
iludent,  at  his  admiflion,  contributed  a  fmall  fum  towards 
enlarging  the  collection  ;  the  ftudent's  name  was  inferted  in 
the  book  or  books  purchafed  with  his  contribution  ;  and 
it  was  confidered  as  his  gift. 

To  this  library  the  ftudents  had  accefs  at  all  times, 
under  fome  prudent  regulations  as  to  the  time  of  keeping 
the  books.  The  tutor  was  fenfible,  that  a  well  furnifhed 
library  would  be  a  fnare  rather  than  a  benefit  to  a  fludent, 
except  he  had  the  advice  of  a  more  experienced  friend 
in  the  choice  of  thofe  he  fhould  read  ;  as  he  might  throw 
away  his  time  in  thofe  which  were  of  little  importance,  or 
anticipate  the  perufal  of  others,  which  might  more  pro- 
perly be  refer ved  to  fome  future  time.  To  prevent  this, 
he  fometimes  gave  his  pupils  lectures  on  the  books  in  the 
library,  going  over  the  feveral  (helves  in  order,  informing 
them  of  the  character  of  each  book  and  its  author,  if 
known ;  at  what  period  of  their  courfe,  and  with  what 
fpecial  views  particular  books  fhould  be  read,  and  which 
of  them  it  was  defirable  they  fhould  be  moft  familiarly  ac- 
quainted and  furnifhed  with,  when  they  fettled  in  the 
world.  His  pupils  took  hints  of  thefe  lectures,  which  at 
once  difplayed  the  extent  of  his  reading  and  knowledge, 
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and  were  in  many  refpedh  very  ufeful  to  them.  The 
Doctor's  manner  of  lecturing  was  well  adapted  to  engage 
the  attention  and  love  of  his  pupils,  and  promote  their 
diligent  ftudy  of  the  lectures.  When  the  clafs  afTembled, 
he  examined  them  in  thelaft  lecture,  whether  they  under- 
ftood  his  reafoniner ;  what  the  authors  referred  to  faid  on 
the  fubject ;  whether  he  had  given  them  a  juft  view  of 
their  fentiments,  arguments,  and  objections ;  or  omitting 
any  that  were  important.  He  expected  from  them  an 
account  of  the  reafoning,  demonftrations,  fcriptures  or 
tacts,  contained  in  the  lecture  and  references. 

He  allowed  and  encouraged  them  to  propofe  any  objec- 
tions, which  might  arife  in  their  own  minds,  or  which  they 
met  with  in  the  authors  referred  to,  of  which  they  did  not 
think  there  was  a  fufficient  folution  in  the  lecture;  or  to 
mention  any  texts  that  were  mifapplied,  or  from  which 
particular  confequences  might  not  be  fairly  drawn,  and  to 
propofe  others,  which  either  confirmed  or  contradicted 
what  he  had  advanced ;  and,  if  at  any  time  their  objec- 
tions were  petulant  or  impertinent,  he  patiently  heard, 
and  mildly  anfwered  them.    He  was  folicitous  that  they 
fhould  thoroughly  underftand  his  lectures,  and  what  he 
faid  for  the  illurtration  of  them  :  If  he  obferved  any  of 
them  inattentive,  or  thought  they  did  not  fufficiently  un- 
derftand what  he  was  faying,  he  would  a(k  them  what  he 
had  faid,  that  he  might  keep  up  their  attention,  and  know 
whether  he  exprefled  himfelf  clearly;  he  put  on  no  ma- 
gi fterial  airs,  never  intimidated  nor  difcouraged  them,  but 
always  addrefled  them  with  the  freedom  and  tendernefs  of 
a  father:  He  never  expected  nor  defired,  that  they  mould 
blindly  follow  his  fentiments,  but  permitted  and  en- 
couraged them  to  judge  for  themfelves.    To  aflift  them 
herein,  he  laid  before  them  what  he  apprehended  to  be  the 
truth,  with  all  perfpicuity,  and  impartially  flated  all  ob- 
jections to  it ;  he  never  concealed  the  difficulties  which 
affected  any  queftion,  but  referred  them  to  writers  on 
both  fides,  without  hiding  any  from  their  infpection.  He 
frequently  and  warmly  urged  them  not  to  take  their  fyf- 
tem  of  divinity  from  any  man,  or  body  of  men,  but  from 
the  Word  of  GOD.    The  Bible  was  always  referred  and 
appealed  to  upon  every  point  in  queftion,  to  which  it 
could  be  fuppofed  to  give  any  light.    Confidering  him  as 
an  Author,  in  which  character  he  is  in  much  reputation  ; 
he  was  not  fond  of  controverfy,  and  was  determined,  if 
he  could  poflibly  avoid  it,  never  to  engage  in  any  of  thofe 
difputes  which  have  been,  and  ftill  are,  agitated  among 

Vol,  IV.  U  proteftants. 


Digitized  by  GooqIc 


29o  DODDRIDGE. 

proteflants.  He  had  often  fcen  and  lamented  this  as  the 
event  of  many  a  voluminous  controverfy  ;  that  men,  of 
contrary  parties,  fat  down  more  attached  to  their  own 
opinions  than  they  were  at  the  beginning,  and  much  more 
eft  ranged  in  their  affe&ions  :  He  left,  therefore,  this  work 
to  others. 

The  firft  Pilce  he  published  (except  fome  papers 
in  the  '  Prefent  State  of  the  Republic  of  Letters')  can 
fcarcely  be  called  controverfial,  though  it  was  an  anfwer 
to  another.  This  was  entitled,  "  Free  Thoughts  on  the 
mod  probable  Means  of  reviving  the  dhTenting  lntereft  : 
Occafioned  by  the  late  Inquiry  into  the  Caufes  of  its  De- 
cay :  Addreffed  to  the  author  of  that  Enquiry.  1 730."  He 
treats  the  author  with  great  civility,  and,  inftead  of  criti- 
cifmg  upon  his  performance,  offers  fome  remarks  which 
may  be  of  general  ufe ;  and  they  defer ve  the  regard  of  all 
minilters.  He  points  out  the  principal  reafons,  why  many 
learned  and  good  men  are  fo  unpopular  and  unfuccefs- 
ful;  and  hath  ihewn  great  knowledge  of  human  nature, 
and  what  careful  oblervations  he  hath  made  on  the  difpo- 
fitions  of  mankind.  This  tract  is  little  known,  efpeciaUy 
by  the  minifters  of  the  eftablifhed  church;  but  at  its  firft 
publication  it  met  with  a  favorable  reception  among  per- 
fons  of  different  parties  and  fentiments ;  and  it  deferves  to 
be  read  as  a  model  of  a  candid,  polite  manner  of  remark- 
ing upon  another  author's' writings  and  opinions.  The 
only  proper  controverfy  that  he  was  ever  engaged  in,  was 
with  the  author  of  a  treatife,  entitled,  *  Chriftianity  not 
founded  on  Argument,'  &c.  published  in  the  year  1742, 
to  whom  he  wrote  Three  Letters,  which  were  published 
foon  after  one  another,  in  1743.  The  author  of  this  trea- 
tife, under  the  form  of  a  moft  orthodox  and  zealous  chrif- 
tian,  pretends  to  cry  up  the  immediate  teftimony  of  th* 
Spirit,  and  aflerts  its  abfolute  neceflity  in  order  to  the  be- 
lief of  the  gofpel ;  while  at  the  fame  time  he  endeavors  to 
expofe  all  kind  of  rational  evidence  by  which  it  could  be 
Supported,  and  advances  feveral  very  cunning  inilnuations 
againft  the  truth  of  it,  in  the  moll  pernicious  view.  Dr. 
Doddridge,  therefore,  chofe  to  publifli  fome  remarks  upon 
it,  not  only  to  defend  chriftianity  in  general,  but  to  ex- 
plain and  fupport  fome  important  truths  of  it,  particu- 
larly the  agency  of  the  divine  Spirit,  which  fome  had  de- 
nied, becaufe  others  had  mifreprefented.  He  thought  this 
treatife  affected  the  foundation  of  natural  as  well  as  re- 
vealed religion,  and  that  the  ludicrous  turns  given  to 
fciiptures  in  it,  and  the  air  of  burlefque  and  irony  which 
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runs  through  it,  were  very  unbecoming  a  wife  and  bene- 
volent man,  or  the  infinite  moment  of  the  queftion  in 
debate. 

In  1 747  he  publifhed  fome  remarkable  pafTages  in  the  life 
of  colonel  James  Gardiner*  who  was  flain  by  the  rebels  at 
the  battle  of  Prejlcn  Pans,  September  21,  1745.  He  de- 
signed by  this  work,  not  merely  to  perform  a  tribute  of 
gratitude  to  the  memory  of  an  invaluable  friend,  but  of 
duty  to  GOD  and  his  fellow-creatures,  as  he  had  achear- 
ful  nope  that  the  narrative  would,  under  a  divine  blefiing, 
be  the  means  of  fpreading  a  warm  and  lively  fenfe  of  re- 
ligion. Thefe  were  all  the  writings  our  Author  publifhed, 
except  his  practical  ones.  The  firft  practical  piece  he 
publifhed,  was,  "  Sermons  on  the  Education  of  Chil- 
dren, 1732."  This  he  intended  principally  for  the  ufe  of 
his  own  congregation;  to  fupply,  in  fome  meafure,  that 
want  of  more  frequent  perfonal  inftru&ions  on  the  fub- 
jec"t,  which  his  care  of  his  pupils  necefTarily  occafioned. 
Thefe  difcourfes  contain  a  variety  of  important  advices 
and  affecting  motives,  in  a  little  compafs,  and  have  been 
very  ufeful  to  aflift  parents  in  this  difficult  work.  His 
tender  concern  for  the  riling  generation  (hewed  itfelf  in 
his  "  Sermons  to  Young  People,"  publifhed  in  1735  ;  and  in 
his  "  Principles  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,"  in  verfe,  for  the 
ufe  of  children  and  youth,"  publifhed  in  1743.  In  this 
compofition,  which  was  drawn  up  by  the  defire  of  his 
friend,  Dr.  Clark,  he  hath  happily  united  eafe,  plainnefs, 
and  elegance.  And  here  I  may  alfo  mention  his  prefixing 
a  "  Recommendatory  Preface"  to  a  fmall  piece,  entitled, 
*  Familiar  Dialogues  torChildren,' written  bya  lady  whofe 
piety  and  abilities  are  equally  tranfparent,  which  is  well 
adapted  to  inftrucl  them  in  their  duty  to  GOD  and  man, 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  agreeably  entertains  and  amulcs 
them.  In  1736,  he  publifhed^ 4  Ten  Sermons  on  the  power 
and  grace  of  Chrtjly  and  the  evidences  of  his  glorious  gof- 
pel."  Thefe  three  laft,  on  the  evidences  or  the  gofpel, 
were,  in  fome  later  editions,  by  the  particular  defire  of 
one  of  the  firfl  dignitaries  of  the  church  of  England^ 
printed  fo  as  to  be  had  feparate  from  the  former.  1  hey 
contain  a  fufficient  defence  of  chriftianity,  and  are  wefl 
adapted  to  the  ufe  of  thole  whofe  office  calls  them  to  de- 
fend it.  It  gave  the  author  fmgular  pleafure  to  know  that 
thefe  fermons  were  the  means  ot  convincing  two  gentle- 
men of  a  liberal  education  and  d i ft ingui filed  abilities,  who 
had  been  deifts,  that  chriftianity  was  true  and  divine: 
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And  one  of  them,  who  had  fet  himfelf  zealoufly  to  pre- 
judice others  againft  the  evidences  and  contents  of  the 
gofpel,  became  a  zealous  preacher,  and  an  ornament  of  the 
religion  he  had  once  denied  and  defpifed.  In  1 741,  the 
Doctor  publifhed  lbme  Practical  Difcourfes  on  Regenera- 
tion. In  1745,  he  publifhed  another  practical  treatife, 
entitled,  "  The  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  Religion  in  the 
Soul,  illuftrated  in  a  Courfe  of  ferious  and  practical  Ad- 
drefles,  fuited  to  Perfons  of  every  Character  and  Circum- 
itance  ;  with  a  devout  Meditation  or  Prayer  added  to  each 
chapter."  Dr.  Watts  had  projected  fuch  a  work  himfelf, 
but  his  growing  infirmities  prevented  his  execution  of  it. 
He  recommended  it,  therefore,  to  Dr.  Doddridge^  imagin- 
ing him  the  rittett  perlbn  of  his  acquaintance  to  execute  it 
in  a  manner  that  would  be  acceptable  and  ufeful  to  the 
world.  It  was  with  fome  reluctance  he  undertook  fuch  a 
work,  amidft  his  many  other  weighty  concerns.  But  Dr. 
Watts'*  heart  was  fo  much  fet  upon  the  defign,  and  he 
urged  his  undertaking  it  with  fo  much  importunity,  that 
he  could  not  deny  his  requeft,  after  having  been  honored 
with  his  friendflup  for  many  years,  and  receiving  much 
afliitance  and  encouragement  from  him,  in  feveral  of  his 
undertakings  for  the  good  of  the  church.  After  this 
work  was  hnifhed,  Dr.  Watts  revifed  as  much  of  it  as  his 
health  would  admit.  It  is,  indeed,  a  body  of  practical  di- 
vinity and  chriftian  experience,  and  contains,  as  it  were, 
the  fubttance  of  all  the  Author's  preaching ;  and,  confi- 
dering  how  comprehenfive  it  is,  there  is  hardly  any  fingle 
treatife  which  may  be  more  femceable  to  young  m  nu- 
tters and  ftudents. 

Befides  thefe,  he  publifhed  "  Two  Sermons  on  Salvation 
by  Grace ;  feveral  Single  Sermons,  fome  on  particular  occa- 
fions,  and  Charges  delivered  at  the  Ordination  of  fome  of 
his  Brethren."  There  were  circumftances  relating  to  each, 
that  led  him  to  believe  thev  might  be  ufeful  to  the  public, 
efpecially  to  thofe  whodehred  the  publication,  or  to  whom 
they  were  firft  addreffed.  "  His  plain  and  ferious  Addrefs  to 
the  matter  of  a  family,  on  the  important  fubject  of  Family 
Religion,"  deferves  particular  notice,  as  it  has  palled  through 
feveral  editions,  been  very  ferviceable  to  minifters,  who,  by 
putting  it  into  the  hands  of  matters  of  prayerlefs  Families, 
might  excite  them  to  their  duty,  without  oeing  expofedto 
thofe  inconveniences,  which  a  perfonal  admonition  might, 
in  fome  cafes  and  with  fome  tempers,  be  attended  :  And 
the  Author's  reafoning  is  fo  plain  and  forcible,  as  to  leave 
thote  inexcufable,  who,  after  reading  it,  will  continue  in 
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this  fliameful  and  pernicious  neglect.  Since  his  deceafe, 
his  lefler  pieces  have  been  reprinted,  in  three  fmall  vo- 
lumes :  But  his  capital  work  was,  "  The  Family  Expo- 
fitor,"  containing  a  Verfion  and  Paraphrafe  of  the  New 
Teftament,  with  critical  Notes,  and  a  practical  Improve- 
ment of  each  Section,  in  fix  volumes  4/0.  He  had  been  ' 
preparing  for  this  work  from  his  entrance  on  the  miniftry, 
and  kept  it  in  view  in  the  future  courfe  of  his  ftudies. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  his  works  have  been 
much  read  and  efteemed  in  thefe  kingdoms,  and  the  colo- 
nies;  I  would  add,  that  the  moll  considerable  of  them  have 
been  tranflated  into  foreign  languages,  and  publiflied 
abroad.  His  fermons  on  regeneration,  lalvation  by  grace, 
on  the  power  and  grace  of  Chrifl,  and  his  letter  on  family 
prayer,  have  been  tranflated  into  Dutch :  The  memoirs 
of  colonel  Gar diner ;  into  the  Dutch  French,  and  German 
languages  ;  The  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  Religion,  into 
Dutch,  German,  Danijh  and  French  :  It  is  obfervable,  that 
the  tranflation  of  it  into  French  was  undertaken  by  the 
particular  encouragement  of  the  late  prince  and  princefs  of 
Orange,  and  many  of  the  gentry  of  Hoi/and.  A  protef- 
tant  prince  of  the  empire  wrote  to  the  undertaker  of  it, 
promifing  to  recommend  it  to  thofe  about  him.  Many 
perfons  of  quality  and  rich  citizens,  in  Germany  and 
Switzerland,  were  fubferibers  to  it.  A  pious  minifter  of 
IValei  tranflated  it  into  the  Welch  language,  that  it  might 
be  read  by  thofe  of  his  congregation  who  did  not  unuer- 
fland  Englijh  ;  and  it  would  have  been  printed,  could  fuf- 
fkient  encouragement  have  been  procured.  Some  learned 
men  undertook  to  tranflate  the  former  volumes  of  the 
Family  Expoiitor  into  German;  but  an  oppofition  was 
made  to  its  publication  by  fome  of  the  Lutheran  clergy, 
from  an  apprehenfion  that  his  interpretation  of  particular 
pafTages,  and  his  reflections  upon  them,  might  not  agree 
with  their  eftabliflied  principles,  or  form  of  church  go- 
vernment ;  therefore,  the  perfons  concerned  in  the  tranf- 
lation, firft  publifhedhis  fermons  on  regeneration,  in  that 
language ;  and  the  moderation  and  candor,  exprefled  in 
them,  quieted  the  oppofition,  and  the  work  was  com- 
pleted. Thefe  writings,  thus  tranflated  and  publiflied, 
have  been  well  received  abroad,  particularly  in  Holland, 
Germany,  and  Switzerland.  Since  the  Author's  death,  a 
volume  of  his  hymns  hath  been  publiflied,  and  his  theolo- 
gical lectures,  of  which  fome  account  was  given  above. 
He  intended,  had  GOD  fpared  his  life,  to  have  pub- 
liflied a  new  tranflation  of  the  minor  prophets  with  a 
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commentary  on  them,  a  fermon  to  children,  fomc  facra- 
mental  meditations,  and  a  diliertation  on  the  jcivifb  pro- 
felytes;  defending  that  opinion  concerning  them,  which 
he  mentioned  in  Tome  of  his  notes  upon  the  acts  of  the 
apoftles.  In  this  laft  tract  he  had  made  confiderable  pro- 
grefs,  but  it  is  too  imperfect  to  appear  in  the  world.  Be- 
lides  his  works  above-mentioned,  he  publifhed  a  fhort  ac- 
count of  the  life  of  Mr.  Thomas  Stcffey  one  of  his  pupils, 
prefixed  to  fome  of  his  fermons,  which  were  printed  by* 
the  earnelt  defireof  the  congregation  where  he  was  fettleth 
and  a  dedication  of  an  abridgement  of  Mr.  David 
BrainercT s  journal  of  his  miflion  among  the  Indians  of 
New  Jet  fey  and  Penjilvaniay  to  the  honorable  fociety  for 
promoting  chriflian  knowledge  in  the  highlands  of  Scotland*, 
and  in  popifhand  infidel  parts  of  the  world,  by  which  fo- 
ciety Mr.  Br abicr d  was  employed  in  this  work,  and  of 
which  fociety  our  Author  was  one  of  the  correfponding 
members.  He  alfo  publifhed  a  fmall  piece  of  Mr.  Some\ 
concerning  inoculation  of  the  fmall-pox,  which  was 
written  and  publifhed  principally  to  remove  the  common 
objection,  from  a  religious  fcruple.  In  1748  he  revifed 
the  expofitory  works  and  other  remains  of  the  excellent 
archbilhop  Leightony  and  tranflated  his  Latin  prelections, 
which  were  printed  together  in  two  volumes  at  Edinburgh* 
The  archbifhop's  commentary  upon  the  rlrfl  epiftle  of  ot. 
Peter  hath  fince  been  reprinted,  under  the  inflection  of  the 
reverend  Mr.  Fojler*  at  London* 


•G: 


JONATHAN  EDWARDS,  D.  D. 

WE  are  now  to  fpeak  of  a  Man,  of  whom  it  is  not 
eafy  to  fpeak  with  juftice,  without  feeming  to 
border  upon  adulation.  There  is  alfo  an  additional  diffi- 
culty, which  attends  the  Chriftian  Biographer,  when  he 
aims  to  defcribe  the  characters  of  extraordinary  men,  and 
which  the  writers  of  other  lives  are  generally  allowed  to 
forget : — He  mull  fo  reprefent  the  motives  and  actions  of 
theperfons  he  oft'ers  to  view,  as  to  remind  his  Readers,  that 
they,  no  lefs  than  himfelf,  are  to  confider  the  uncommon 
excellencies  of  fome  characters,  not  as  refulting  from  the 
mere  force  or  acumen  of  natural  ability,  but  as  flowing  en- 
tirely from  the  Divine  Bountyfor  purpofes  of  his  own  ap- 
pointment. Otherwife,  infleacl  of  rightly  placing  them  in  a 
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yiew  for  an  imitation,  attainable  in  any  degree  only  through 
grace,  or  for  an  encouragement,  reviving  to  the  foul 
through  the  fame  grace ;  we  fhould  only  fet  up  idols, 
though  idols  of  more  worth  than  gold,  and  lead  others 
aft  ray,  as  well  as  ourfelves,  from  the  One  creat  Ob- 
ject of  rhechriftian  life,  which  is  Jesus  Christ  and  his 
fulnefs  which  filleth  all  in  all,  Jnterefted  in  Him,  it  is  a 
privilege  to  hear  of  his  wonderful  works  in  or  by  his  emi- 
nent fervants ;  and  it  is  the  confirmation  of  the  privilege 
to  he  enabled  to  imitate  them.  If  their  graces  fend  us 
upon  our  knees,  and  thereby  are  the  means  of  quickening 
cur's ;  we  have  not  run  over  their  hiftory  for  an  idle  amufe- 
ment,  but  have  made  the  right  ufe  of  it,  which  is,  the 
fpurringus  on  to  follow  them,  who  now  through  faith  and 
patience  inherit  the  promt  fes, 

Mr.  Jonathan  Edwards*  was  born  on  the  5th  of  Oflober, 
1703,  at  fVindfor  in  the  province  of  Connetlicut)  North 
America,  His  father  was  minifler  of  that  place  almoft 
fixty  years  ;  he  was  defcended  from  Mr.  Richard  Edwards} 
minifter  of  the  gofpel  in  London  in  the  reign  of  Q. 
Elizabeth,  by  whom,  it  feems,  his  wife  was  employed  for 
fome  part  of  her  royal  attire.  In  fhort,  by  his  lineage  it 
appears,  that  his  anceftors  came  from  the  weft  01  England, 
and  allied  themfelves,  upon  tlieir  emigration,  to  fome  of 
the  beft  families  in  the  New  Country,  whither  they 
came. 

Our  Author  was  entered  at  Yale  College  in  1 7 16,  and  was 
made  bachelor  of  arts  in  1720,  before  he  was  feventeen 
years  of  age.  His  mental  powers  opened  themfelves  fo 
early  and  fo  ftrong,  that  he  read  Lcckc's  EfTay  upon  Hu- 
man Understanding  with  delight,  in  his  fecond  year  at 
this  college,  when  other  boys  ufually  amufe  themfelves 
with  Robin/on  Crufoey  or  books  of  romance  and  amu Ce- 
ment. He  difcovered  thus  early  an  uncommon  depth, 
folidity,  and  penetration  of  mind,  which  found  nothing 
fo  pleafant  to  itfelf,  as  the  exercife  of  its  own  powers. 

He  lived  at  college  near  two  years  after  raking  this  firft 
degree,  preparing  himfelf,  principally,  for  the  facred 
function.    After  parting  the  ufual  trials,  he  was  licenfed, 

according 

*  There  was  another  valuable  writer  of  tlie  name  of  Jonathan 
EdzvarJj,  principal  of  J tfus -College  y  Cambridge,  who  published  art  ex- 
cellent book,  entitled,  1  A  Prefervative  againit  Socimantfm^  in  four 
parts,  4/0.  The  firlt  of  which  was  printed  in  1693,  and  the  lalt 
170V  Another  writer  of  the  fame  name,  Dr.  "John  E  J  wards,  is 
worthy  of  remembrance  for  his  well-known  treatite  '  Ve\  itasreduxt% 
and  many  other  books  upon  theological  fubicfts. 
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according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  college  and  the  form  of  xt- 
ligion  in  the  province,  to  preach  the  gofpel  as  a  candidate* 
In  Auguft)  1722,  he  received  a  call  to  preach  to  the 
Englijh  prefhyterians  at  New-York^  where  he  continued 
with  approbation  above  eight  months.  This  fociety  was 
then  too  fmall  to  maintain  a  minifter ;  and  therefore,  in 
the  fpring  of  the  year  1723,  he  returned  to  his  father's 
houfe  in  Conneflicuty  where,  during  the  following  fummer, 
he  followed  his  ftudies  with  the  clofeft  application.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  he  had  a  deep  fenfe  of  his  chriftian 
and  minifterial  profeffion  upon  his  mind,  during  his  abode 
at  New  York ;  that  the  people  he  watched  over  became  very 
dear  to  him;  and  that  he  left  them  at  lall  with  great  regret. 
Some  extracts  from  his  own  Diary  will  delineate  more 
exactly  the  frame  of  his  mind  at  this  time;  and  therefore 
they  are  committed  to  a  note  below  *, 

In 

•  ltnrednefJnyt  January  i,  1711-5.  Dull.  I  find  by  experience,  that 
let  me  make  refolutions,  and  do  what  I  will,  with  never  fo  many  in- 
ventions, it  is  all  nothing,  ' and  to  no  purpofe  at  all,  without  the  mo- 
tions of  the  Spirit  of  GOD  :  For  if  the  Spirit  of  GOD  mould  be  as 
much  withdrawn  from  mc  always,  as  for  the  week  paft,  not  with- 
(landing  all  I  do,  I  fhould  not  grow  }  but  fhould  languiih,  and  mi- 
lerably  fade  away.r — There  is  no  dependence  upon  myfelf.  It  is  to 
no  purpofe  to  refolve,  except  wc  depend  on  the  grace  of  GOD  }  for 
jf  it  were  not  for  his  mere  grace,  one  might  be  a  very  good  man  one 
day,  and  a  very  wicked  one  the  next.  ThurfJay,  January  10,  about 
noon,  reviving.  'Tis  a  great  dimonor  to  CVj//,  in  whom  I  hope  I 
have  an  intereft,  to  be  uncafy  at  my  worldly  ftate  and  condition. 
W  hen  I  fee  the  profperity  of  others,  and  that  ail  things  go  eafy  with 
them  j  the  world  is  imooth  to  them,  and  they  arc  happy  in  many  re- 
ipects,  and  very  profperous,  or  are  advanced  to  much  honor,  &c, 
to  grudge  and  envy  them  or  be  the  leaft  uneaiy  at  it  j  to  wilh  or 
long  for  the  fame  profptrity,  and  that  it  would  ever  be  fo  with  me. 
Wherefore  concluded  always  to  rejoice  in  every  one's  profperity,  and 
to  expect  for  myfelf  no  happinefs  of  that  nature  as  Ion*  as  I  live; 
bo:  depend  upon  afflictions,  and  betake  myfelf  entirely  to  an- 
other happinefs.  I  think  I  find  myfelf  much  more  fprightly  and 
healthy,  both  in  body  and  mind,  for  my  felf-denial  in  eating,  drink- 
ing and  fleeping.  1  think  it  would  be  advantageous  every  morning  to 
coiifider  my  bulinefs  and  temptations ;  and  what  fins  I  mall  be  ex- 
poled  to  that  dav  And  to  make  a  refolurion  how  to  improve  the 
day,  and  to  avoid  thole  lins.  And  fo  at  the  beginning  of  every  week, 
month  and  year.  I  never  knew  before  what  was  meant  by  not  fct- 
tin^  our  hearts  upon  thefe  things.'  Tis,  not  to  care  about  them,  to  de- 
pend upon  them,  to  afflict  ourfelves  much  with  fears  of  lofing  them, 
nor  pieale  ourfelves  with  expectation  of  obtaining  them,  or  hope 
ot  the  continuance  of  them.  At  night  made  the  forty-firft  refolu- 
tion.  £>aturjay,  January  12,  in  the  morning.  I  have  this  day  lo- 
lemnly  renewed  my  buptifmal  covenant  and  felf-dedication,  which  I 
a  wewed  when  I  was  received  into  the  communion  of  the  church.  I  have 
been  before  GOD  ;  and  have  given  myfelf,  all  that  I  am  and  have  to 

"  GOD, 
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In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1724,  having  taken  his  maf- 
ter's  degree  in  the  year  before,  he  was  chofen  tutor  of 
Tale  College ;  and  he  followed  this  duty  above  two  years. 
It  mull  be  owned,  that  this  was  an  engagement  of  great 
confequence  for  a  young  man  of  twenty-one,  who,  by  his 
early  introduction  to  the  mihiftry  and  other  avocations, 

could 

GOD,  fo  that  I  am  not  in  any  refpeft  my  own  t  I  can  challenge  no 
right  in  myfelf,  I  can  challenge  no  right  in  this  underftanding,  this 
will,  thefc  affections  that  are  in  me ;  neither  have  I  any  right  to  this 
body,  or  any  of  its  members  :  No  right  to  this  tongue,  thefe  hands, 
nor  feet :  No  right  to  thefe  fenfes,  thefe  eyes,  thefe  ears,  this  fmell  or 
taile.  I  have  given  myfelf  clear  away,  and  have  not  retained  any 
thing  as  my  own.  I  have  been  to  GOD  this  morning,  and  told  Him 
that  I  gave  myfelf  wholly  to  Him.  I  have  given  every  power  to 
Him  ;  io  that  for  the  future  I  will  challenge  no  right  in  myfelf,  in 
any  refpect.  I  have  exprefsly  promifed  Him,  and  do  now  promife 
Almighty  GOD,  that  by  his  grace  I  will  not.  I  have  this  morning 
told  Him,  that  I  did  take  Him  for  my  whole  portion  and  felicity, 
looking  on  nothing  elfe  as  any  part  of  my  happinefs,  nor  acting  as  if 
it  were  ;  and  his  law  for  the  conftant  rule  of  my  obedience :  And 
would  fight  with  all  my  might  againft  the  world,  the  flefh,  and  the  de- 
vil, to  the  end  of  my  life.  And  did  believe  in  *Jtfus  Cbrifl,  and  receive 
him  as  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour ;  and  would  adhere  to  the  faith  and 
obedience  of  the  gofpel,  how  hazardous  and  difficult  foever  the  pro- 
fefiion  and  practice  of  it  may  be.  That  I  did  receive  the  bleffed 
Spirit  as  my  teacher,  fanctiner  and  only  comforter  j  and  cherifli  all 
his  motions  to  enlighten,  purify,  confirm,  comfort  and  afliil  me. 
This  I  have  done.  And  I  pray  GOD,  for  the  lake  of  Cbriji,  to  look 
upon  it  as  a  felf-dedication ;  and  to  receive  me  now  as  entirely  his 
own,  and  deal  with  me  in  all  refpects  as  fuch ;  whether  he  afflicts  me 
or  profpers  me,  or  whatever  he  pleafes  to  do  with  me,  who  am  his. 

Now,  henceforth  I  am  not  to  act  in  any  refpect  as  my  own.  1  (hall 

act  as  my  own,  if  I  ever  make  ule  of  any  of  my  powers  to  any  thing 
that  is  not  to  the  glorv  of  GOD,  and  don't  make  the  glorifying  Him, 
my  whole  and  entire  bufinefs  j  if  I  murmur  in  theleaft  at  afflictions; 
if  I  grieve  at  the  profperity of  others;  if  I  am  any  way  uncharitable} 
if  I  am  angry  became  of  injuries  j  if  1  revenge ;  if  I  do  any  thing, 
purely  to  pleafe  myielf,  or  if  I  avoid  any  thing^  for  the  fake  of  my 
cafe  :  If  I  omit  any  thing  becaule  it  is  great  felt- denial :  If  I  truft  to 
myfelf :  If  I  take  any  of  the  praife  of  any  good  that  I  do,  or  rather 
GOD  doe*  by  me  \  or  if  I  am  any  way  proua.  Tue/'day,  January  1 5. 
It  feemed  yelterday,  the  day  before  and  Saturday ,  that  I  mould  always 
retain  the  fame  refolutions  to  the  fame  height,  but  alas,  how  foon  do 
I  decay  !  O,  how  weak,  how  infirm,  how  unable  to  do  any  thing  am 
I !  Wnat  a  poor,  incoufiftent,  what  a  miferable  wretch,  without  the 
afliftance  of  GOD's  Spirit !  While  I  (land,  I  am  ready  to  think  I  (land 
in  my  own  llrength,  and  upon  my  own  legs ;  and  I  am  ready  to 
triumph  over  my  enemies,  as  if  it  were  I  myielf  that  caufed  them  to 
flee  :  When  alas !  I  am  but  a  poor  infant,  upheld  by  Jefus  Cbriji  j 
who  holds  me  up,  and  gives  me  liberty  to  fmile  to  fee  my  enemies  flee, 
when  he  drives  them  before  me  j  and  fo  I  Jaugh,  as  though  I  myfelf 
did  it,  when  it  is  only  Jefus  Cbriji  leads  me  along,  and  fights  himfelf 
againil  my  enemies.   And  now  the  Lord  has  a  little  left  me,  and  how 

«  weak 
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could  not  have  found  too  many  opportunities  for  his  own 
improvement :  But  the  ft rength  of  his  mind  overcame 
what  are  ufually  infuperable  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the 
generality ;  and  perhaps  his  genius  acled  more  forcihly 
from  not  being  fettered  with  academical  clogs,  which  other 
geniules,  of  an  elevated  rank,  could  never  endure.  I 

need 

weak  do  I  find  myfelf!  O,  let  it  teach  mc  to  depend  lefs  on  myfelf,  to 
be  more  humble,  and  to  give  more  of  the  praifeof  my  ability  to  Jcfus 
Chrtfl.  The  heart  of  man  is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  delpc- 
rately  wicked  j  who  can  know  it  ?  Saturday ,  March  1.---O,  how 
much  pleafanter  is  humility  than  pride  !  O,  that  GOD  would  fill  me 
with  exceeding  great  humility,  and  that  he  would  evermore  keep  me 
from  all  pride  !  The  pleafures  of  humility  are  really  the  moft  refined, 
inward  and  exquifite  delights  in  the  world.  How  hateful  is  a  proud 
man  !  how  hateful  is  a  worm  that  lifts  up  itfclf  with  pride  !  What  a 
foolifh,  filly,  miCerable,  blind,  deceived,  poor  worm  am  I,  when  pride 
works  !  WtUuffitay,  March  6,  near  fun  fet.  Felt  the  doclrines  of  elec- 
tion, free-grace,  and  of  our  not  being  able  to  do  any  thine  without 
the  grace  of  GOD ;  and  that  holinefs  is  entirely,  throughout,  the 
work  of  GOD's  Spirit,  with  more  plcafure  than  before.  Want/Jay, 
May  1,  forenoon.  Laft  night  I  came  home,  after  my  melancholy 
parting  from  Nenv-York.  1  have  always,  in  every  different  ftate  of 
life,  I  have  hitherto  been  in,  thought  the  troubles  and  difficulties  of 
that  ftate,  to  be  greater  than  thole  of  any  other,  that  I  propofed  to 
be  in ;  and  when  I  have  altered  with  aflurance  of  mending  myfelf, 
I  have  ftill  thought  the  fame  ;  yea,  that  the  difficulties  of  that  ftate, 
are  greater  than  thofe  of  that  I  left  laft.  Lord,  gi  ant  that  from  hence 
I  may  learn  to  withdraw  my  thoughts,  affections,  defires  and  expec- 
tations, intireby  from  the  world,  and  may  fix  them  upon  the  hea- 
venly ftate  j  where  there  is  fulnefs  of  joy  ;  where  reigns  heavenly, 
fweet,  calm  and  delightful  love  without  alloy  }  where  there  arc  con- 
tinually the  deareft  expreflions  of  their  love  :  Where  there  is  the 
enjoyment  of  the  perfons  loved,  without  ever  parting  :  Where  thofe 
perfons,  who' appear  fo  lovely  in  this  world,  will  really  be  inexprcf- 
fibly  more  lovely,  and  full  of  love  to  us.  How  fweetly  will  the 
mutual  lovers  join  together  to  fing  the  praifes  of  GOD  and  the 
I^amb  !  How  full  will  it  fill  us  with  joy  to  think,  this  enjoyment, 
thefe  fweet  exercifes,will  never  ceale  or  come  to  an  end,  but  will  laft  to 
all  eternity.  TlurfJay,  October  1 8,  To  follow  the  example  of  Mr.  B--- 
who,  though  he  meets  with  great  difficulties,  yet  undertakes  them 
with  a  fmilingcountenar.ee,  as  though  he  thought  them  but  little  j 
and  1  peaks  of  them  as  if  they  were  very  fmall.  MorJay,  February  3, 
1724.  Let  every  thing  have  the  value  now,  that  it  will  nave  on  a  lick 
bed  :  And  frequently  in  my  purfuits  of  whatever  kind,  let  this  come 
into  my  mind  >  How  much  fhall  I  value  this  on  my  death  bed  » 
Saturday  nighty  Jntie  6.  This  week  has  been  a  remarkable  week  with* 
me  with  refpect  to  dei'pondencies,  fears,  perplexities,  multitudes  of 
cares  and  diitracf  ion  of  mind  ;  being  the  week  Icame  hither  to  Ncm- 
Ha*ve/r,  in  order  to  entrance  upyn  the  office  of  tutor  of  the  college. 
I  have  now  abundant  reafon  to  be  convinced  of  the  troublefomenefs 
and  vexation  of  the  world,  and  that  it  never  will  be  another  kind  of 
world.  TutfJay,  September  r.  By  a  fparingnefs  in  diet,  and  eating, 
as  much  as  may  be,  what  is  light  and  cafy  of  digellion,  1  fliall  doubt-' 
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need  only  mention  Milton,  Dryden,  and  Swift,  in  confir- 
mation of  fuch  an  opinion.  Our  Author  was  certainly 
not  in  thehigheft  clais  of  learned  men  ;  for  his  times,  his 
duties,  and  his  means,  did  not  allow  of  fuch  an  attain- 
ment :  But  he  was  far  more  happily  employed  both  for 
himfelf  and  others ;  and  he  hath  given  fuch  proofs  of  a 
mind  uncommonly  invigorated  and  enlightened,  that  it  is 
matter  of  joy  it  was  not  engrofled  by  ftudies,  which  would 
have  rendered  him  only  the  admiration  of  a  few,  inftead 
of  allowing  him  to  he  the  inftru&or  of  all.  He  had,  in 
fhort,  the  beft  and  fublimeft  fort  of  knowledge,  without 
being  too  much  incumbered  with  what  was  unneceffary  to 
or  beneath  his  calling. 

In  September  1726,  he  refigned  his  tutorfhip,  in  confe- 
rence of  the  invitation  of  the  people  at  Northampton  in 
Connecticut  for  afllftance  to  his  mother's  father  Mr.  Stoddard^ 
who  was  the  fettled  minifter  of  the  town.  He  was  or- 
dained colleague  on  the  15th  of  February,  1727,  in  the 
twenty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  continued  in  the  mi- 
nifterial  fervice  there,  till  the  22d  of  June,  1750;  when 
he  was  difmiffed  in  as  extraordinary  a  way,  and  for  as 
extraordinary  a  caufe,  as  perhaps  molt  of  our  Readers  may 
ever  have  heard  of.  *  We  have  (fays  his  Biographer) 
with  refpect  to  this  an  inftruiSlive  leflbn  on  the  inftability 
of  all  human  affairs,  and  the  unreafonablenefs  of  tfufting 
in  man.'  He  might  have  faid — the  unreafonablenefs  of 
fubmitting  fuch  a  man  as  Mr.  Edwards  to  the  paflionate 
ignorance  of  the  brutifh  multitude. 

What  feems  at  rirlt  to  have  rendered  Mr.  Edwards  an 
object  of  hatred,  was  a  circumflance,  which  Jbould  have 
made  him,  and  %vcu/dh:\\t  made  him  among perfons  truly 
religious,  an  object  of  love.  Some  young  perfons  of  his 
flock  had  procured  fomc  obfeene  publications,  which  they 
commented  upon  among  themfelves  for  their  own  im- 
provement in  lafcivioufnef?,  and  which  they  quoted,  with 
the  ulual  decency  of  fuch  perfons,  for  an  impreflion  upon 
others.  This  came  in  a  fhort  time  to  Mr.  Edwards\  ears ; 
and  therefore,  taking  occafion,  after  a  fei  mon  upon  Heb. 
xii.  15,  16.  preached  for  the  purpofe,  to  call  the  ler.ding 
members  of  his  charge  together,  he  informed  them  of 
what  he  had  heard,  and  procured  a  confent  that  the  matter 

fhould 

Irfs  He  able  to  think  clearer,  and  fhall  gain  time.  ift.  By  length- 
ening out  my  lite.  adly.  Shall  need  lefs  time  tor  digeltion  after 
jr.tals.  3d!).  Shall  be  able  to  rtudy  dofcr  without  wrong  to  my 
health.  4-thly.  Shall  netd  lefs  time  to  flcep.  ^ihly.  Shall  leldomer 
be  trailed  '.vi:h  the  head  ach." 
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fhould  be  examined,  A  committee  was  appointed  for  this 
purpofe,  and  to  affift  the  Paftor.  When  this  was  done, 
Mr.  Edwards  appointed  a  time  of  meeting ;  and  then  read 
a  lift  of  the  names  of  young  perfons,  accufing  and  ac- 
cufed,  without  fpecifying  under  which  predicament  they 
flood,  who  were  defired  to  come  together  at  his  houfe. 

Upon  the  declaration  of  names,  it  appeared,  that  almoft 
all  the  families  in  the  town  had  fome  relation  or  other  con- 
cerned in  the  matter ;  and  therefore  a  great  number  of 
the  heads  of  families  not  only  altered  their  minds  about 
examination,  hut  declared,  that  their  children,  &c.  fhould 
not  be  called  to  account  for  fuch  things  as  thefe.  The 
town  was  immediately  in  a  blaze :  And  this  fo  ftrength- 
ened  the  hands,  or  hardened  the  faces,  of  the  guilty,  that 
they  fet  their  Paftor  at  defiance  with  the  greateft  info- 
lence  and  contempt.  Here  this  affair  ended:  And  ©b- 
fcenity  enjoyed  its  triumph. 

But  its  effects  did  not  end  here.  Mr.  Edwards's  hands 
were  weakened  ;  and,  we  are  told,  that  he  afterwards  had 
no  great  vifible  fuccefs  in  his  miniftry,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  fecurity  and  carnality  much  increafed  among 
his  people,  and  the  youth  in  particular  became  more 
wanton  and  diflblute. 

All  this  paved  the  way  for  fomething  more.  It  had 
been  a  ftanding  opinion  among  this  people  for  fome  time, 
countenanced  alfo  by  their  late  paftor,  *  That  unconverted 
perfons,'  known  to  be  fuch  by  the  ungodlinefs  of  their 
lives,  or  the  ignorance  of  divine  truth  in  their  minds,  by 
which  men  are  known  to  be  unconverted,  *  had  notwith- 
ftanding  a  right  in  the  fight  of  GOD  to  the  facrament  of 
the  Lord's  fupper  ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  was  their  duty 
to  partake  of  it,  even  though  they  had  no  appearance  of 
the  grace  and  holinefs,  which  the  gofpel  ftates  to  be  infe- 
parable  from  true  believers.'  It  was  fufficient,  if  they  were 
outward  and  vifible  members  ;  *  fo  that  they,  who  really 
rejected  Jcfus  Chrijl,  and  diQiked  the  gofpel-way  of  fal- 
vation  in  their  hearts,  and  knew  that  this  was  true  of  them- 
felves,  might  (inconceivable  as  it  appears)  make  the  pro- 
feflion  without  lying  and  hypocrify.' 

To  the  common  inconveniences  always  attending  a  na- 
tional church,  where  it  is  impoflible  to  examine  every 
man's  profeflion,  or  to  keep  him  from  difgracing  it,  here 
is  an  addition  becoming  thedifciples  of  Ignatius  of  Loyola, 
by  which  men  may  be  hypocrites  without  the  guilt  of  hy- 
pocrify, and  lyars  without  the  imputation  of  fin.  A  con- 
venient fort  ot  principle  indeed  to  men  of  a  certain  caft  ; 

but 
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but  by  no  means  to  thofe,  who  are  never  to  forget,  that 
fornication  and  all  unckanncfs—fnculd  not  be  even  named 
amonzjl  them,  as  bccomctb  faints.    Sec  Epb.  v.  3,  4,  5,  6,  7. 

Mr.  Edwards  had  long  been  uneafy  upon  the  prevalence  of 
this  principle,  which,  1  believe,  no  church  of  Chrijl  ever 
avowed,  and  upon  his  own  yielding  to  the  example  of  his 
predeceflbr  and  to  a  practice  fettled  before  he  came  hither. 
His  doubts  and  inquietude  (as  might  be  expected  from  fo 
gracious  a  Man)  increafed  upon  him,  and  drove  him  at  length 
to  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  fubject;  the  refult  of 
which  was  (and  how  could  it  be  otherwife  f)  an  abfolute 
conviction  of  the  error,  and  a  firm  determination  to  ex- 
pofe  it.  He  faw,  "  that  to  be  a  vifible  Cbriftian  was  to 
put  on  the  vifibility  or  appearance  of  a  real  chriitian ;  that 
the  profeflion  of  chriflianity  was  a  profeflion  of  that,  in 
which  real  chriitianity  confifts and  that,  therefore,  as 
the  Lord's  fupper  was  intended  for  real  chriftians,  none 
ought  to  come  to  it,  who  were  not  at  leait  profeflbrs  of 
real  chriitianity,  and  to  whom  no  imputation  of  allowed 
ungodlinefs  could  juilly  be  made. 

The  declaration  of  his  mind  upon  this  head,  among 
fuch  a  kind  of  men,  raifed  an  immediate  clamor,  and  put 
this  town  into  as  great  a  ferment,  as  the  preaching  of  an 
holy  apoitle  had  long  before  occasioned  at  Epbefus*  They 
were  all  in  an  uproar ;  and  Difmifs  bimy  difmifs  bimy  was 
the  univerfal  cry  of  men,  women,  and  elders.  He  had 
touched  a  favorite  fin,  and  a  favorite  principle  which  pro- 
tected it :  And  (what  was  a  very  great  truth,  though  not 
in  their  fenfe  of  it)  he  was  no  longer  fit  to  be  their  paitor. ' 
He  attempted  to  reafon  with  them  calmly;  but  he  breathed 
againlt  the  winds.  They  knew  well  enough,  that  their 
views  were  by  no  means  fubjects  of  cool  difcuflion  ;  for 
there  is  no  man  fo  bafe  or  fo  ftupid  as  to  believe,  that 
iniquity  can  be  fanctified  by  reafon  or  revelation ;  and 
therefore,  the  bufinefs  was  to  be  bellowed  down  with  the 
force  of  lungs,  againft  which  it  is  fcarce  poffible  for  the 
gentle  voice  of  meeknefs  and  wifdom  to  be  heard  in  op- 
pofition. 

Mr.  Edwards,  when  they  would  not  hear  him,  wifhed 
to  refer  the  matter  to  impartial  judges  out  of  the  vortex 
of  this  noify  faction ;  but  this  would  not  anfwer  their  de- 
signs of  confufion  and  the  meditated  ruin  of  Mr.  Edwards,  • 
more  than  the  former  propofaL  He  attempted  to  difcuf* 
the  matter  in  a  courfe  of  lectures,  which  he  began  for  the 
purpofe ;  but  they  would  not  hear  him.  Rebellion,  like 
the  Jin  of  wittfxraft,  as  a  prophet  liath  obferved,  added 

flub- 
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ftubbornnefs  to  their  iniquity,  and  diffufed  itfelf  fo  unl- 
verfally  among  thefe  people,  that  there  was  not  a  tenth 
of  the  whole,  which  did  not  declare  againft  him.  So  fro- 
ward  is  the  multitude  at  all  times  under  the  inflammation 
of  nonfenfe  and  wickednefs  ;  that  no  conciliations,  urged 
with  truth  and  calmnefs  even  for  their  own  intereft,  can 
claim  or  receive  a  moderate  attention.  While  the  hot  tit 
lafts,  medicaments  like  oil  do  only  heighten  the  flame. 

How  often  did  he  ufc  all  means  in  his  power  to  reduce 
them  at  leaft  to  a  calm,  if  not  a  charitable,  temper ;  to 
hear  and  weigh,  with  a  little  attention,  what  he  had  to  fay 
for  himfelf;  and  not  to  condemn  him,  were  it  only  for  their 
own  fakes,  without  fome  fhadow  of  a  reafon  !  But  his 
meeknefs  and  modefty  were  treated  as  conceffions  againft 
himfelf,  and  only  railed  the  infolence  and  fury  of  his  ad- 
verfaries,  inftead  of  lowering  them  into  peace.  Nothing 
would  ferve  their  turn,  (how  highly  foever  againft  their 
fpiritual  and  real  interefts)  but  an  abfolute  fcparation  ; 
and  they,  who  diiagreed  before,  agreed  with  lies  and  con- 
tumelies to  promote  this  mean  and  unjuft  defign,  in  the 
true  fpirit  of  injuftice  and  meannefs.  Their  excellent 
Paftor  had  written  againft  the  liberty  of  the  will  in  divine 
concerns ;  but  thefe  unreafonable  men  were  refolved  lie 
fhould  feel,  that  it  had  liberty  enough  to  do  him  evil  in  his 
human  affairs. 

Mr.  Edwards,  deploring  their  unhappy  temper,  and 
finding  all  methods  inefTe&ual  to  reftrain  the  torrent  of 
virulence,  flander,  and  falftiood  rolling  upon  him,  at  length 
yielded  to  a  low  artifice  of  thefe  men  in  packing  a  council, 
compofed  of  people  like  themfelves,  which  foon  come  to 
a  refolution  for  his  difmiflion.  Only  twenty  out  of  above 
two  hundred,  who  voted  upon  this  occafion,  were  for  Mr. 
Edwards ;  and  therefore  he  was  expelled,  with  all  the 
marks  of  an  inexpreflible  rancor,  on  the  the  22d  of  June, 

Thus  had  thefe  wretched  people  the  lafting  infamy  of 
endeavoring  to  ruin  one  of  the  meekeft  and  humbleft  of 
men,  and  the  moft  able  and  celebrated  divine,  who  hath 
as  yet  been  born  in  America* — But  they  knew  not  their 
own  mercies ;  and  it  would  be  well,  if  yet  they  knew 
them. — Such  a  Man,  as  Mr.  Edwards,  would  impart  ho- 
nor to  any  country  or  profeflion,  and  be  readily  embraced 
by  all :  How  difficult  is  it  then  to  reftedl,  without  fome 
indignation,  that  aperfon  of  his  uncommon  worth  fhould 
be  made  the  fport  of  wayward  ignorance,  or  be  baffled  by 
the  cunning  intrigues  01  an  ungodly  party,  or  be  over- 
awed 
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awed  by  the  infolent  clamors  of  a  licentious  mob  1  How 
much  is  it  to  he  regretted,  that  thefe,  who  mould  have  been 
ruled  by  him  according  to  the  gofpel,  mould  arrogate 
to  themfelves  the  place  of  rulers ;  that  they,  who  mould 
have  lijlcncd  to  his  gracious  inftruSions,  mould  fancy 
themfelves  too  wife  to  be  taught ;  and  that,  by  thus  in- 
verting the  order  of  things,  they  mould  have  power  to 
open  for  themfejvcs  a  door  to  fadion,  and  to  all  the  con- 
fluences of  fa&ion— -tumult,  miirule,  nonfenfe,  and  anar- 
chy ! 

The  few  abhorrers  of  this  atrocious  aft  entered  an 
unavailing  proteft  againft  it.  The  good  Man,  mocked 
rather  for  his  enemies  than  for  himfelf,  preached  a  moll 
folemn  and  affe&ing  farewell  difcourfe,  which  was  after- 
wards publimed,  on  2  Cor.  i.  4.  on  which  he  raifed  this 
do&rine,  "  That  minifters  and  the  people  who  have  been 
under  their  care,  muft  meet  one  another  at  the  tribunal  of 
Chrijl? — A  very  folemn  truth  it  mould  be  to  thofe,  who 
difreeard  other  tribunals ;  but  it  did  not  at  all  afledr.  thefe 
people,  who  had  renounced  their  allegiance  to  juftice, 
truth,  and  reafon. 

This  malice  of  his  enemies,  raifed  againfl  him  (it  muft 
ever  be  remembered,  for  the  honor  of  the  gofpel  andliim- 
felf)  only  for.  his  resisting  SIN,  did  not  flop  here. 
When  there  was  no  preacher  to  fupply  the  pulpit  at  times, 
he  chearfully  gave  them  his  fervice,  rather  than  it  mould 
be  empty,  or  any  means  mould  be  wanting  for  their 
good.  This  kindnefs,  which  would  have  conciliated  more 
ingenuous  and  gracious  minds,  only  increafed  the  diabo<- 
lic  flame  kindled  in  their's;  infomuch  that  they  called 
their  town  together,  and  voted,  that  he  mould  preach 
among  them  no  more.  And  fo  they  frequently  went 
without  preaching,  rather  than  have  the  tree  mini  It  ra- 
tions of  a  Man,  of  whom  the  world  itfelf  was  not  worthy* 
—But  thefe  are  the  bleflings  of  an  abfolute  democracy  ! 

Thus  ended  his  fervice  of  near  four-and-twenty  years 
for  an  undifcerning  and  ungrateful  people,  who  had  been 
much  upon  his  heart,  and  for  whom  he  had  always  ex- 
prefled  a  very  tender  concern.  cc  For  their  good  he  was 
always  writing,  contriving,  laboring;  for  them  he  had 
pOured  out  ten  thoufand  fervent  prayers ;  and  in  their  wel- 
fare he  had  rejoiced  as  one  that  fmdeth  great  fpoil."  Yet 
all  their  deteftable  conduct  did  not  alter  the  frame  of  his 
mind.  "  His  calmnefs  and  fedatenefs,  his  meeknefs  and 
humilitv  under  the  mod  injurious  treatment,  his  relblu- 
tion  and  conduct  in  the  whole  afiair,  were  truly  wonder- 
ful, 
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ful,  and  cannot  be  fet  in  fo  beautiful  and  affecYmg  a  light 
by  any  defcription,  as  they  appeared  in  to  his  friend** 
who  were  eye-witnefles." 

This  incomparable  Man  was  now  in  the  decline  of  life, 
and  with  little  or  no  income  be  fides  his  lripend ;  and  this 
throws  the  greateft  light  upon  his  faithfulnefs  and  fince* 
rity  :  Nor  had  he  the  views  of  fupport  from  another  ap- 
pointment ;  for  he  knew  not  how  far  the  malice  of  his 
people  might  extend  to  prevent  it,  or  the  prejudice  of  his 
difmifiion  operate  again  ft:  him  elfewhere  :  Nor  was  he  ca- 
pable (alas  !  what  a  pity  he  mould  be  driven  to  think  of 
it !)  to  take  up  any  other  bufinefs  for  a  fupport.  Thus 
beggary  and  difgrace  were  before  him.  But  he  had  a  good 
Matter;  and  he  knew,  that  he  was  good.  He  had  com- 
fort from  him  in  his  foul ;  and  in  a  inort  time  fuftenance 
by  his  Providence  for  the  wants  of  himfelf  and  his  houfe- 
hold.  Afhamed  at  this  unparalleled  bafenefs  to  fo  excel- 
lent a  Man,  his  friends,  or  rather  the  friends  of  godlinefs, 
adminiftered  to  his  relief:  And  hewasfoon  after  appointed 
to  the  million  at  Stockbridge;  but  not  before  fome  other 
infolent  and  bitter  attempts  had  been  made  to  murder  his 
reputation,  as  well  as  to  deprive  him  of  bread. 

The  voluntary  retractation  of  one  man,  though  a  ring- 
leader in  this  iniquitous  bufinefs,  ought  to  fave  nim  from 
being  involved  in  the  common  infamy.  The  remorfe  of 
Mr.  Jofepb  Haw  ley  ^  while  it  entitles  him  to  our  forgi  ve- 
nds, confirms,  and  in  the  ftrongeft  language  too,  both 
Mr.  Edwards's  innocence  and  the  turpitude  of  his  com- 
rades. For  thefe  reafons  we  fubjoin  it  in  a  note  for  the 
Reader  *. 

Mr. 

*  To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HALL  of  Sutton. 
«  Rev.  Sir,  Northampton,  May  9,  1760. 

4  I  have  often  wiftied  that  every  member  of  the  two'ecclefiailical 
councils  (that  formerly  fat  in  Northampton  upon  the  unhappy  differ- 
ences between  our  former  moft  worthy  and  reverend  pallor  Mr. 
Jonathan  Edwards  and  the  church  here)  whereof  you  was  a  member ; 
I  fay  Sir,  I  have  often  wiflied  every  of  them  truly  knew  my  real  fcnfc 
of  my  own  conduit  in  the  affairs  that  the  one  and  the  other  of  faid 
councils  are  privy  to ;  and  as  I  have  long  apprehended  it  to  be  my 
duty  not  only  to  humble  myfelf  before  GOD  tor  what  was  unchriiban 
and  finful,  in  my  conduit  before  faid  councils,  but  alfotoconfefs  my 
faults  to  them,  and  take  ftiame  to  myfelf  therefore  before  them.  I 
have  often  ftudied  with  myfelf  in  what  manner  it  was  practicable  for 
me  to  do  it  j  and  when  I  underftood  that  you,  Sir,  and  Mr.  Eaton, 
were  to  be  at  Cold  Spring  at  the  time  of  their  late  council,  I  refolved  to 
improve  the  opportunity  fully  to  open  my  mind  there  to  you  and 
him  thereon ;  and  thought  that  probably  fome  method  might  be  then 

•thought 
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Mr.  Edwards,  who  was  able  to  fhine  in  the  feats  of 
learning,  and  fome  time  hence  was  called  to  pre  fide  over 
one,  was  now  delegated  to  the  inftru&ion  of  favage  Indians 
at  Stockbridge.  This  place  is  in  the  wellern  part  of 
AlaffachufeC s  Bay,  and  about  iixty  miles  from  Mr. 
Edwards  %  former  reddence  at  Northampton*    He  was  fixed 

here 

thought  of  in  which  my  reflections  on  myfelf  touching  the  matters 
above  hinted  at,  might  be  communicated  to  molt  if  not  all  the  gen- 
tlemen aforefaid,  who  did  not  refide  injlhis  country :  But  you  know, 
Sir,  how  difficult  it  was  for  us  to  converfc  together  by  ourtelves  when 
at  Cold  Spring,  without  giving  umbrage  to  that  people  :  I  therefore 
propofed  writing  to  you  upon  the  matters  which  I  had  then  opportunity 
only  moil  fummarily  to  fuggelt  j  which  you  Sir,  iignified  would  be 
agreeable  to  you  :  I  therefore  now  undertake  what  I  then  propofed, 
in  which  I  humbly  aflc  the  divine  aid  j  and  that  I  may  be  made  moft 
freely  willing  fully  to  confefs  my  fin  and  guilt  to  you  and  the  world 
in  thofe  inftances  which  I  have  reafon  to  luppofe  tell  under  your  no- 
tice, as  they  were  public  and  notorious  tranfactions,  and  on  account 
whereof,  therefore,  you,  Sir,  and  all  others  who  had  knowledge 
thereof,  had  juft  caufe  to  be  offended  at  me.  And  in  the  firft  place. 
Sir,  I  apprehend  that,  with  the  church  and  people  of  Northampton,  I 
finned  and  erred  exceedingly  in  confenting  and  laboring  that  there 
fhould  be  fo  early  a  difmifiion  of  Mr.  Edwards  from  his  palloral  rela- 
tion to  us,  even  upon  the  fuppofition  that  he  was  really  in  a  miftake 
in  thedifputed  point :  Not  only  becaufe  the  difpute  was  upon  matters 
fo  very  difputable  in  themfelves  and  at  the  greateft  remove  from  fun-, 
damental,  but  becaufe  Mr.  Edwards  fo  long  had  approved  himfelf  a 
moft  faithful  and  painful  pallor  to  faid  church ;  and  alio  changed  his 
fentiraents  in  that  point  wholly  from  a  tender  regard  to  what  appeared 
to  him  to  be  truth ;  and  had  made  known  his  lentiments  with  great 
moderation  and  upon  great  deliberation,  againll  all  worldly  motives, 
and  from  mere  fidelity  to  his  great  Mailer,  and  a  tender  regard  to  the 
fouls  of  his  flock,  as  we  had  the  higheft  reafon  to  judge :  Which  confe- 
derations now  feem  to  me  fufheient ;  and  would  (if  we  had  been  of  a 
right  foirit)  have  greatly  endeared  him  to  his  people,  and  made  us,  to 
the  lair  degree,  relu&ant  to  parting  with  him,  and  difpofed  us  to  the 
exercife  of  the  greateft  candor,  gentlenefs  and  moderation :  How 
much  of  the  reverie  whereof  appeared  in  us,  I  need  not  tell  you,  Sir, 
who  was  an  eye-witnefs  of  our  temper  and  conduit.  And  although 
it  does  not  become  me  to  pronounce  decifively  on  a  point  fo  difputable 
as  what  was  then  in  difpute  j  yet  I  beg  leave  to  fay,  that  I  really  ap- 
prehend that  it  is  of  the  higheft  moment  to  the  body  of  this  church, 
and  to  me  in  particular,  moft  folicitoufly  to  enquire,  whether  like  the 
Pharifees  and  lawyers  in  John  BaptiJI  s  time  we  did  not  reject  the 
counfel  of  GOD  againll  ourfelves,  in  rejecting  Mr.  Edwards  and  his 
doctrine  :  Which  was  the  ground  of  his  difmifhon.  And  I  humbly 
conceive  that  it  highly  imports  us  all  of  this  church,  moft  ferioufly 
and  impartially  to  examine  what  that  moft  worthy  and  able  divine 
about  that  time  publilhed  in  fupport  of  the  fame,  whereby  he  being 
dead  yet  fpeaketh.  But  there  were  three  things,  Sir,  efpecially  in 
my  own  particular  conduct  before  the  firft  council,  which  have  been 
juilly  matter  of  great  grief  and  much  trouble  to  me  almoll  ever  fince, 
to  wit,  In  the  firft  place,  I  confefs,  Sir,  that  I  atted  very  immodeftly 
Vol.  IV.  X  and 
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here  on  the  8th  of  jfugu/t,  1751 ;  and  here  he  continued 
his  labors,  in  more  peace  and  quietnefs  than  he  had  ever 
known  before,  for  fix  years.    In  this  interval,  old  as  he 


more  for  the  church  of  GOD,  than  he  had  ever  been  able 
to  do,  within  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  during  the  former 

pare 

and  abufively  to  you,  as  well  as  injurioufly  to  the  church  and  myfelf, 
when,  with  much  zeal  and  unbecoming  ail  ii  ranee,  I  moved  the  council 
that  they  would  interpofe  to  filence  and  ftop  you  in  an  addrefs  you 
was  making  one  morning  to  the  people,  wherein  you  was,  if  I  don't 
mifremember,  briefly  exhorting  them  to  a  tender  remembrance  of 
the  former  affection  and  harmony  that  had  long  fubfifted  between 
them  and  their  reverend  Paftor,  and  the  great  comfort  and  profit 
which  they  had  apprehended  that  they  had  received  from  his  miniffryj 
for  which,  Sir,  I  heartily  afk  your  forgivenefs  $  and  I  think,  that  we 
ought,  inftead  of  oppoling  an  exhortation  of  that  nature,  to  have 
received  it  with  all  thankfulnefs.   Another  particular  of  my  conduit 
before  that  council,  which  I  now  apprehend  was  criminal,  and  was 
owing  to  the  want  of  that  tender  affection  and  reverend  refpect  and 
efteem  for  Mr.  Edwards  which  he  had  highly  merited  of  me,  was  mjr 
ftrenuouHy  oppofing  the  adjournment  of  the  matters  fubmitted  to  that 
council,  for  about  two  months  j  for  which  I  declare  myfelf  un- 
f  eignedly  forry  j  and  I  with  flume  remember,  that  I  did  it  in  a  pe- 
remptory, decifive,  vehement,  and  very  immodeft  manner.   But,  Sir, 
the  mod  criminal  part  of  my  conduce  at  that  time,  that  I  am  con- 
fcious  of  was  inv  exhibiting  to  that  council  a  fet  of  arguments  in 
writing,  the  drift  whereof  was  to  prove  the  reafonablenefs  and  ne- 
ceffity  of  Mr.  Edwards's  difiniUion  in  cafe  no  accommodation  was  then 
effected  with  mutual  confent  j  which  tract  by  clear  implication  con- 
tained fome  fevere,  uncharitable,  and,  if  I  don't  mifremember,  ground - 
lefs  and  flanderous  imputations  on  Mr.  Edwards,  and  ex  pre  fled  in 
bitter  language ;  and  although  the  original  draft  thereof  was  not  done 
by  me,  yet  I  tooliuily  and  finfully  contented  to  copy  it ;  and,  as  agent 
for  the  church,  to  read  it  and  deliver  it  to  the  council,  which  I  could 
never  have  done,  if  I  had  not  had  a  wicked  reiifh  for  perverfe  things  1 
Which  conduct  of  mine,  I  contefs  was  very  (infill  j  am  peifuaded 
was  highly  provoking  to  GOD,  and  for  which  I  am  afhamed,  con- 
founded, and  have  nothing  to  anfwer.    As  to  the  church's  remon- 
ftrance  (as  it  was  called)  which  their  committee  preferred  to  the  lad 
of  faid  councils,  to  all  which  I  was  confentin£,  and  in  the  competing 
whereof  I  was  very  active,  as  alfo  in  bringing  the  church  to  their 
vote  upon  it.-  I  would  in  the  firft  place  only  obferve  that  I  don't  re- 
member any  thins;  in  that  fmall  part  of  it  which  was  plainly  difcur- 
iive  of  the  expediency  of  Mr.  Edwards's  re-fettlement  here  as  pallor 
to  a  part  of  tne  church,  which  was  very  exceptionable ;  but  as  to  all 
the  refidue,  which  was  much  the  greateft  part  thereof  (and  I  am  not 
certain  that  any  part  was  wholly  free)  it  was  every  where  larded  with 
unchriftian  birternefs,  farcaitical,  and  unmannerly  infinuations,  con- 
tained divers  direct,  grievous  and  criminal  charges  and  allegations 
againft  Mr.  Edwards ;  which  I  have  lince  good  reafon  to  iuppofe 
w  ere  all  founded  on  jealous  and  uncharitable  miftakes,  and  fb  were 
really  grofs  (landers,  alfo  many  heavy  and  reproachful  charges  upon 
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part  of  his  life.  In  this  retirement,  he  compofcd  his 
deeped  and  moil  valuable  works  :  So  that  when,  in  his 
own  judgement,  as  well  as  that  of  others,  his  ulefulnefs 
ieemed  to  be  cut  off ;  he  found  greater  opportunities  ot 
more  lalting  fervice  than  ever.  A  pleafing  calm,  after  fo 
grievous  a  iiorm,  to  his  placid  mind  ! 

X  2  On 

all  indiscriminately  $  all  of  which  (if  not  wholly  falfe  and  groundlefs) 
yet  were  altogether  unnecefiary,  and  therefore  highly  criminal.  In- 
deed I  am  fully  convinced,  that  the  whole  of  that  compofure,  except- 
ing the  fmall  part  thereof  above  mentioned,  was  totally  unchriltian, 
a  fcandalous,  abufive,  injurious  libel,  againli  Mr.  Edwards  and  hia 
particular  friends ;  efpecially  the  former,  and  highly  provoking  and 
deteltable  in  the  light  of  GOD  ;  for  which  I  am  heartily  forry  and 
amamed ;  and  pray  I  may  remember  it  with  deep  abafement  and  pe- 
nitence all  my  days.  Nor  do  I  now  think  that  the  church's  conduct 
in  refuting  to  appear  and  attend  before  that  council  to  fupport  the 
charges  and  allegations  in  faid  remonitrance  againlt  Mr.  Edwards 
and  laid  brethren,  which  they  demanded,  was  ever  vindicated  by  all 
the  fubtle  anfwers  that  were  given  to  faid  demand ;  nor  do  I  think 
that  our  conduit  in  that  inltance  was  capable  of  a  defence,  for  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  that  by  making  charges  ot  fcandalous  matters  againli 
them  before  faid  council,  we  neceUarily  fo  far  gave  that  council  ju- 
rifdi&ion  j  and  I  own  with  forrow  and  regret,  that  I  zealoufly  en- 
deavored, that  the  church  mould  perfeveringly  refiife  to  appear  before 
faid  council  for  the  purpofe  abovefaid  }  which  I  humbly  pray  GOD 
to  forgive.  Another  part  of  my  conduct,  Sir,  of  which  I  have  long 
repented,  and  for  which  I  hereby  declare  my  hearty  forrow,  was  my 
obftinate  oppofition  to  the  laft  council's  having  any  conference  with  the 
church  j  which  faid  council  earnestly  and  repeatedly  moved  for,  and 
which  the  church  Anally  denied  (as  you  know)  I  think  it  difcovered 
a  great  deal  of  pride  and  vain  fumciency  in  the  church,  and  mewed 
them  to  be  very  opiniative,  efpecially  the  chief  (ticklers,  one  of 
whom  I  own  I  was,  and  think  it  was  running  a  mod  presumptuous 
rilk,  and  acting  the  part  of  proud  fcorners,  for  us  to  refufe  hearing 
and  candidly  and  ferioufly  confidering  what  that  council  could  fay 
or  propofe  to  us ;  among  whom  there  were  divers  jultly  in  great  re- 

Sutation  for  grace  and  wifdom.  In  thefe  inftances,  Sir,  of  my  con- 
uc~t,  and  others  (to  which  you  was  not  privy)  in  the  courfe  of  that 
moil:  melancholy  contention  with  Mr.  Edivanls,  wherein  I  now  fee 
that  I  was  very  much  influenced  by  vail  pride,  felf-fufficiency,  ambi- 
tion and  vanity.  I  appear  to  mylelf  vile,  and  doubtlels  much  more 
fo  to  others  who  are  more  impartial ;  and  do,  in  the  review  thereof, 
abhor  myfelf,  and  repent  forely  :  And  if  my  own  heart  condemns  mc» 
it  behoves  me  folemnly  to  remember,  that  GOD  is  greater,  and 
knoweth  all  things :  And  I  hereby  own,  Sir,  that  fuch  treatment  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  as  is  herein  before  mentioned,  wherein  I  was  lb 
deeply  concerned  and  active,  was  particularly  and  very  aggravated ly 
finful  and  ungrateful  in  me,  becaufe  I  was  not  only  under  the  com- 
mon obligations  of  each  individual  of  the  Society  to  him,  as  a  molt 
able,  diligent  and  faithful  pallor  ;  but  I  had  alfo  received  many  in- 
liances  of  his  tenderneis,  goodnefs,  and  generofity  to  me,  as  a  young 
kinfman,  whom  he  was  difpofed  to  treat  in  a  molt  friendly  manner. 
Indeed,  Sir,  I  muit  own,  that  by  my  conduct  in  consulting  and 

ailing 
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On  the  death  of  Mr.  Aaron  Burr,  prefulent  of  New 
Jcrfey  College,  which  was  on  the  24th  of  September >  1757* 
the  trufteesof  that  feminary  did  themfelves  the  honor  of 
choofing  Mr.  Edwards  to  fucceed  him.  As  this  was  un- 
solicited and  unexpected,  it  gives  great  credit  to  both 
lides.    But  our  excellent  Author  was  fo  far  from  defiring 

this 


a&ing  againft  Mr.  Edwards  within  the  time  of  our  moft  unhappy 
disputes  with  him,  and  efpecially  in  and  about -that -abominable  re- 
monftrance,  I  have  fo  far  fymboiieed  with  Balaam,  Abitbophel  and 
Judas,  that  I  am  confounded  and  filled  with  terror  oftentimes  when 
I  attend  to  the  moft  painful  fimilitude.  And  I  freely  confefs,  that 
on  account  of  my  conduit  above  mentioned,  I  have  the  greateft  reafon 
to  tremble  at  thofe  moft  folemn  and  awful  words  of  our  Saviour, 
Mattb.  xviii.  6.  and  thofe  in  Luke  xth,  at  the  16th :  And  I  am  moft  fore- 
ly  fenfible  that  nothing  but  that  infinite  grace  and  mercy,  which  faved 
lorne  of  the  betrayers  and  murderers  of  our  blefled  Lord  and  the  per- 
fecutors  of  his  martyrs,  can  pardon  me  \  in  which  alone  I  hope  for 
pardon,  for  the  fake  of  Cbrifi,  whofe  blood  (Weffedbe  GOD)  clean- 
ieth  from  all  fin.  On  the  whole,  Sir,  I  am  convinced,  that  I  have  the 
greateft  reafon  to  fay  as  David,  *  Have  merry  upon  me,  O  GOD,  accord- 
ing to  tby  loving  kindnefs,  according  to  tbe  multitude  of  tby  tender  mercies* 
blot  out  my  tranj'grej/ions,  vja/b  me  tbrougbly  from  my  iniquity, 


V 


me  from  my  fin  ;  for  J  acknowledge  my  tranfcrfjfmns,  and  my  fin  is  ever 
before  me  :  Hide  tby  face  from  my  fins,  and  blot  out  all  my  iniquities  : 
Create  in  me  a  clean  beart,  O  GOD,  and  renew  a  right  Jhirit  nvitbin  me  \ 
cafi  me  not  away  from  tby  prefence,  and  take  not  tby  Holy  Spirit  from  me. 
Refore  unto  me  tbe  joy  of  tby  falvation,  and  uphold  me  with  tby  fret 
Spirit."  And  I  humbly  apprehend  that  it  greatly  concerns  the  church 
of  Northampton  moft  ferioufly  to  examine,  whether  the  many  hard 
fpeeches,  Ipolcen  by  many  particular  members  againft  their  former 
paltor,  feme  of  which  the  church  really  countenanced,  and  efpecially 
thole  fpoken  by  the  church  as  a  body,  in  that  moft  vile  rem  on - 
ftrance,  are  not  fo  odious  and  ungodly,  as  to  be  utterly  incapable  of 
defence ;  and  whether  faid  church  were  not  guilty  of  great  fin  in 
being  fo  willing  and  difpofed,  for  fo  flight  a  caufe,  to  part  with  fo 
faithful  and  godly  a  mmifter  as  Mr.  Ednuards  was :  And  whether 
ever  GOD  will  hold  us  guiltlefs  'till  we  cry  to  him  for  Cbrifi**  fake 
to  pardon  and  lave  us  from  that  judgement,  which  fuch  ungodly 
deeds  deferve,  and  publicly  humble  and  take  (name  to  ourTelves 
therefore.    And  I  moft  heartily  wifh  and  pray,  that  the  town  and 
church  of  Northampton  would  ferioufly  and  carefully  examine  whether 
they  have  not  abundant  caufe  to  judge,  that  they  are  now  lying  under 
great  guilt  in  the  fight  of  GOD :  And  whether  thofe  of  us,  who  were 
concerned  in  that  moft  awful  contention  with  Mr.  Edwards,  can  ever 
more  reafonably  expedt  GOD's  favor  and  bleflmg,  'till  our  eyes  are 
opened,  and  we  become  thoroughly  convinced  that  we  have  greatly 
provoked  the  moft  high,  and  been  injurious  to  one  of  the  beft  of  men ; 
and  until  we  (hall  be  thoroughly  convinced  that  we  have  dreadfully 
perfecuted  Cbrifi  by  perfecuting  and  vexing  that  juft  man  and  fervant 
of  Cbrifi  j  until  we  (hall  be  humble  as  in  the  duft  therefore,  and  till 
we  openly  in  full  terms,  and  without  baulking  the  matter,  confefs 
the  lame  before  the  world,  and  moft  humbly  and  earneftly  feek  fbr- 
givencis  of  GOD,  and  do  what  we  can  to  honor  the  memory  of  Mr. 

Edwards, 
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this  preferment,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  could  be 
prevailed  on  to  accept  it;  modeftly  and  unaffectedly  al- 
ledging  his  own  inefficiency,  ill  health,  and  dilufe  to  that 
kind  of  life.  At  length,  upon  the  arguments  and  perfua- 
iions  of  his  brethren  in  theminiltry,  he  did  accept  of  this 
prefidency,  and  went  from  Stockbrid^e  to  Prince-Town  in 

X  3  jfanuary, 

Edwards,  and  clear  it  of  all  the  afperfions  which  we  uniuftty  call  upon 
him  ;  fince  GOD  has  been  plealed  to  put  it  beyond  our  power  to  alk 
his  forgivenefs.    Such  terms  I  am  pcrfuaded  the  great  and  righteous 
GOD  will  hold  us  to,  and  that  it  will  be  in  vain  for  us  to  hope  to 
efcape  with  impunity  in  any  other  way.   This  I  am  convinced  of 
with  regard  to  myfelf,  and  this  way  I  moft  folemnly  propofe  to  take 
to  myfelf  (if  GOD  in  his  mercy  lhall  give  me  opportunity)  that  fo 
by  making  free  confeflion  to  GOD  and  man  of  my  tin  and  guilt,  and 
publicly  taking  thame  to  myfelf  therefore,  I  may  give  glory  to  the 
GOD  of  Ifrael,  and  do  what  in  me  lies,  to  clear  the  memory  of  that 
venerable  man  from  the  wrongs  and  injuries  I  was  fo  active  in 
bringing  on  his  reputation  and  character  j  ani  I  thank  GOD  that  he 
has  been  pleafed  to  Ipare  my  life  and  opportunity  therefore  to  thi« 
time,  and  am  forry  that  I  have  delayed  the  affair  lb  long.  Although 
I  made  the  fubftance  of  almofl  all  the  foregoing  reflections  in  writ- 
ing, but  not  exactly  in  the  fame  manner  to  Mr.  Edwards  and  the  bre- 
thren who  adhered  to  him,  in  Mr.  Edwards's  life,  and  before  he  re- 
moved from  Stocibridge,  and  I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  he,  from  his 
great  candor  and  charity,  heartily  forgave  me  and  prayed  for  me : 
Yet  becaufe  that  was  not  generally  known,  I  look  onmylelf  obliged  to 
take  further  ftcpsj  for  while  I  kept  filence,  my  bones  waxed  old,  &c. 
For  all  thefe  my  great  fins  therefore,  in  the  firli  place,  I  humbly  and 
moft  earnellly  alk  forgivenefs  of  GOD  j  nextly,  of  the  relatives  and 
near  friends  of  Mr.  Edwards.    I  alio  alk  the  forgivenefs  of  all  thole 
who  were  called  Mr.  Edwards* s  adherents ;  and  of  ail  the  members  of 
the  eccleuaftical  councils  above-mentioned  j  and  laflly,  of  ail  chrifti- 
an  people,  who  have  had  any  knowledge  of  the  matters  abovefaid,  or 
any  of  them.    I  have  no  deiire,  Sir,  that  you  Ihould  make  any  fecret 
of  this  letter  j  but  defire  you  would  communicate  the  fame  to  whom 
you  lhall  judge  proper}  and  I  purpofe  (if  GOD  fhall  give  me  opportu- 
nity) to  procure  it  to  be  publilhed  in  fome  one  of  the  public  news- 
papers }  for  I  can't  devife  any  other  way  of  making  known  my  fen- 
timents  of  the  foregoing  matters  to  all  who  ought  to  be  acquainted 
therewith,  and  therefore  I  think  I  ought  to  do  it,  whatever  remarks 
I  may  forefee  will  be  made  thereon.    Probably  when  it  comes  out, 
fome  of  my  acquaintance  will  pronounce  me  quite  over-run  w  ith  va- 
pors j  others  will  be  furniflied  with  matter  for  mirth  and  pleafahtry  ; 
others  will  curforily  pafs  it  over,  as  relating  to  matters  quite  Male  : 
but  fome  I  am  perfuaded  will  rejoice  to  fee  me  brought  to  a  fenfe  of 
my  fin  and  duty }  and  I  myfelf  lhall  be  confcious  that  I  have  done 
lomething  of  what  the  nature  of  the  cafe  admits,  towards  undoing 
what  is,  and  long  has  been,  to  my  greateft  remorfe  and  trouble  that 
it  was  ever  done.    Sir,  I  defire  that  none  would  entertain  a  thought 
from  my  having  fpoken  refpeclfully  of  Mr.  Edwards,  that  I  am  diiaf- 
fefted  to  our  prefent  pallor  j  for  the  very  reverie  is  true  j  and  I  havo 
a  reverend  efteem,  real  value,  and  hearty  affection  for  him,  ami  blefs 
GOD,  that  he  has  notwithftanding  all  our  unworthiners,  given  us  one 
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January,  1758.  But,  alas  !  the  end  of  his  labors  on  earth 
was  approaching.  He  had  only  preached  two  or  three 
fermons,  not  having  entered  fully  upon  the  duties  of  his 
new  office,  before  he  was  called  to  a  higher  place  and  to 
better  fervice.  The  fmall-pox,  which  hath  always  been 
unufually  fatal  in  America,  had  infecled  Prince-Toum,v/hic}i 
induced  the  phylician  of  the  place  to  advife  him  to  be  in- 
oculated, with  the  confent  of  the  corporation.  Accord- 
ingly he  was  inoculated,  on  the  13th  of  February,  and  his 
dilorder  at  firft  feemed  to  be  favorable;  but  a  fever  coming 
on,  and  the  puftules  laying  much  in  his  throat,  no  proper 
medicines  could  be  administered,  and  therefore  the  vio- 
lence of  it  raged,  till  it  put  an  end  to  his  mortal  life,  on 
the  22d  of  Alarcb,  1758,  in  the  hfty-fifth  year  of  his  age. 

When  he  was  fenfible,  that  deatn  was  approaching,  ho 
called  his  daughter  (who  was  the  only  part  of  his  family 
which  had  yet  removed  with  him,)  and  adtjrefled  her  in 
the  following  words  :  <c  Dear  Lucy,  it  feems  to  me  to  be 
the  will  of  GOD,  that  I  muft  Ihortly  leave  you  :  There- 
fore, give  my  kindeft  love  to  my  dear  wife,  and  tell  her, 
that  the  uncommon  union,  which  has  fo  long  fubfifted  be- 
tween us,  has  been  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  I  truft  is  fpiritual, 
and  therefore  will  continue  for  ever.  1  hope  fhe  will  be 
fupported  under  fo  great  a  trial,  and  fubmit  chearfully  to 
the  will  of  GOD.  And  as  to  my  children,  you  are  now 
like  to  be  left  fatherlefs,  which  I  nope  will  be  an  induce- 
ment to  you  all  to  feek  a  Father,  who  will  never  fail  you." 
He  defired  that  his  funeral  might  be  attended  with  no  pa- 
rade (as  is  ufual  in  America,)  but  rather  fomething  be 
given  to  the  poor.  He  could  fay  but  little  in  his  ficknefs, 
owing  to  the  nature  and  feat  of  his  diforder;  but juft  at  the 
lait,  when  furrounded  by  friends  lamenting  their  own  Jofs 
and  that  of  the  church  and  college,  he  faid,  to  their  great 
furprize,  as  they  did  not  imagine  he  heard  them  or  could 
fpeak  himfelf;  "  Trujl  in  GOD,  and  ye  need  not  fear:" 
And  then,  almoft  literally,  fell  afleep  in  Jesus. 

It  is  with  regret,  that  we  cannot  lay  before  our  Readers 
many  linking  paflages  of  this  gracious  Soul's  converfion, 
life, '  and  miniltry,  which  are  preferved  and  left  behind 

him, 

to  fuccced  Mr.  E<hvardst  who,  (as  I  have  reafon  to  hope)  is  truly 
faithful.  I  conclude  this  long  letter,  by  heartily  defiling  your  pray- 
ers, that  my  repentance  of  my  fins  above-mentioned  maybe  unfeign- 
ed and  genuine,  and  fuch  as  GOD  in  infinite  mercy  for  Cbrifl'%  lake 
will  accept :  And  I  beg  leave  to  fubferibe  myfelf, 

Sir,  your  real,  though  very  unworthy  friend, 

and  obedient  fervant, 

JOSEPH  HAWLEY. 
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him.  We  will  give,  however,  as  much  as  we  can;  for  fuch 
men  do  not  arile  too  often. 

Though  he  was  of  a  tender  and  delicate  conftitution, 
yet  few  ftudents  are  capable  of  clofe  application  more 


hours  every  day  in  his  dudy.  His  mod  ufual  diverfion  in 
the  furamer  was  riding  on  horfeback  and  walking.  He 
would  commonly,  unlefs  diverted  by  company,  ride  two 
or  three  miles  after  dinner  to  fome  lonely  giove,  where  he 
would  difmount  and  walk  a  while.  At  which  times  he  ge- 
nerally carried  his  pen  and  ink  with  him,  to  note  any 
thought  that  mould  be  fuggefled,  which  he  chofe  to  retain 
and  purfue,  as  what  promiied  fome  light  on  any  impoitant 
iubje&.  In  the  winter  he  was  wont  almod  daily  to  take 
an  axe  and  chop  wood  moderately  for  the  fpace  of  half  an 
hour  or  more.  He  had  an  uncommon  third  for  know* 
Jedge,  in  the  purfuit  of  which  he  fpared  not  cod  or  pains. 
He  read  all  the  books,  efpecially  books  of  divinity,  that 
he  could  come  at,  from  which  he  could  hope  to  get  any 
help  in  his  purfuit  of  knowledge.  And,  in  this,  he  con* 
fined  not  himfelf  to  authors  of  any  particular  feet  or  deno*» 
mi  nation;  but  took  much  pains  to  come  at  the  books  of 
the  mod  noted  writers,  who  advance  a  fcheme  of  divinity 
mod  contrary  to  his  own  principles.  But  he  dudied  the 
Bible  more  than  all  other  books,  and  more  than  mod  other 
divines  do.  His  uncommon  acquaintance  with  the  Bible 
appears  in  his  fermons,  and  in  mod  of  his  publications : 
And  his  great  pains  in  dudying  it  are  manifed  in  his  ma- 
nufcript  notes  upon  it.  He  was  thought  by  fome,  who 
had  but  a  flight  acquaintance  with  him,  to  be  diff  and  un~ 
fociable ;  but  this  was  owing  to  want  of  better  acquaint- 
ance. He  was  not  a  man  or many  words  indeed,  and  was 
fomewhat  referved  among  drangers  and  thofe,  on  whofe 
candor  and  friendfhip  he  did  not  know  he  could  rely.  But 
how  groundlefs  the  imputation  of  diff  and  unfociable  was, 
his  known  and  tried  friends  bed  knew.  They  always 
found  him  eafy  of  accefs,  kind  and  condescending ;  and 
though  not  talkative,  yet  affable  and  free.  Among  fuch 
whole  candor  and  frienddiip  he  had  experienced,  he  threw 
off  the  referve,  and  was  mod  open  and  free ;  quite  patient 
of  contradiction,  while  the  utmod  oppofition  was  made  to 
his  fentiments,  that  could  be  by  any  plaufible  arguments 
or  objections.  His  converfation  with  his-  friends  was 
always  favory  and  profitable  :  In  this  he  was  remarkable, 
and  almod  fingular.  He  was  not  ufed  to  fpend  his  time 
With  them,  in  fcandal,  evil  fpeaking  and  back-biting,  or 
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in  foolifh  jefting,  idle  chat,  and  telling  ftories :  But  hii 
mouth  was  that  of  the  juft,  which  bringeth  forth  wifdom, 
and  his  lips  difperfed  knowledge.  His  tongue  was  as  the 
pen  of  a  ready  writer,  while  he  convcrfed  about  important, 
heavenly,  divine  things,  which  his  heart  was  fo  full  of,  in 
fuch  a  natural  and  free  manner,  as  to  be  moft  entertaining 
and  inftruc"tive :  So  that  none  of  his  friends  could  enjoy  his 
company  without  inftru&ion  and  profit,  unlefs  it  was  by 
their  own  fault.  He  kept  himfelf  quite  free  from  worldly 
cares.  He  gave  himfelf  wholly  to  the  work  of  the  mirtii- 
try,  and  entangled  not  himfelf  with  the  affairs  pf  this 
life.  He  left  the  particular  over-fight  and  direction  of  the 
temporal  concerns  of  his  family,  almoft  entirely  to  Mrs. 
Edwards ;  who  was  better  able  than  moft  of  her  fex  to 
take  the  whole  care  of  them  on  her  hands.  He  was  lefs 
acquainted  with  moft  of  his  temporal  affairs  than  many  of 
his  neighbors  ;  and  feldom  knew  when  and  by  whom  his 
forage  for  winter  was  gathered  in,  or  how  many  milk 
kine  he  had,  whence  his  table  was  furnifhed,  csV. 

As  to  his  fecret  life  and  walk  with  GOD,  we  muft  refer 
the  Reader  to  his  Diary  which  he  left  behind,  fome  extracts 
of  which  as  a  fpecimen  we  take  leave  to  offer  in  the  note 
below  *. 

Prefident 

*  The  firft  that  I  remember,  that  ever  I  found  any  thing  of  that 
fort  of  inward,  fweet  delight  in  GOD  and  divine  things,  that  I  have 
lived  much  in  fince,  was  on  reading  thofe  words,  i  Tim.  i.  17.  «  AW 
unto  the  king  eternal,  immortal,  invijible,  the  only  <wife  GOD,  be 
honor  an  J  glory  for  ever  and  ever,  Amen:  As  I  read!  the  words, 
there  came  into  my  foul,  and  was  as  it  were  difFufed  through  it,  a  fenfe 
of  the  glory  of  the  divine  being ;  a  new  fenfe,  quite  different  from 
any  thing  I  ever  experienced  before.  Never  any  words  of  fcripture 
fcemed  to  me  as  thefe  words  did.  I  thought  with  myfelf,  how  ex- 
cellent a  Being  that  was }  and  how  happy  I  mould  be,  if  I  might  en. 
joy  that  GOD;  and  be  wrapt  up  to  GOD  in  heaven,  and  be  as  it  were 
fwallowed  up  in  him.  I  kept  laying,  and  as  it  were  fniging  over 
thefe  words  of  fcripture  to  myfelf  j  and  went  to  prayer,  to  pray  to 
GOD  that  I  might  enjoy  him ;  and  prayed  in  a  manner  quite  different 
from  what  I  uied  to  do ;  with  a  new  fort  of  afteftion.  But  it  never 
came  into  my  thought,  that  there  was  any  thing  fpiritual,  or  of  a 
faying  nature  in  this.  Not  long  after  I  firft  began  to  experience  thefe 
things,  I  gave  an  account  to  my  father,  of  fome  things  that,  had  palled 
in  my  mind.  I  was  pretty  much  affeaed  by  the  diifourfe  we  had  to- 
gether. And  when  the  difcourfe  was  ended,  I  walked  abroad  alone, 
in  a  folitary  place  in  my  father's  pafture,  for  contemplation.  And 
ftd  I  was  walking  there,  and  looked  up  on  the  Iky  and  clouds ;  there 
came  into  my  mind  a  fweet  fenfe  of  the  glorious  maiefty  and  grace  of 
GOD,  that  I  know  not  how  to  exprefs.  I  feemed  to  fee  them  both  in 
a  fweet  con  unction  :  Ma:cfty  and  meeknefs  joined  together :  It  was  a 
Iwcet  and  gentle,  and  holy  majcity  j  and  alfo  a  majcitic  meeknefs ; 
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Prefident  Edwards  left  many  MS.  volumes,  written 
m i feel laneou fly,  upon  almoft  every  fubjeft  in  divinity,  not 
for  publication,  but  for  his  own  improvement.  He  is 
fciid  to  have  commented  largely  upon  feveral  difficult  paf- 
fages  in  the  Bible,  not  explained  fully  by  others,  and  to 
have  thrown  much  light  upon  them.    If  thofe,  who  poflefs 

his 

an  awful  fwcetnefs;  a  high,  and  great,  and  holy  gen tlenefs.  After 
this  myfenleof  divine  things  gradually  increafed,  and  became  more 
and  more  lively,  and  had  more  of  that  inward  fweetnefs.  The  ap- 
pearance of  every  thing  was  altered :  There  feemed  to  be,  as  it  were, 
a  calm,  fweet  call,  or  appearance  of  divine  glory,  in  almoft  every 
thing.  GOD's  excellency,  his  wifdom,  his  purity  and  love,  feemed 
to  appear  in  every  thing  j  in  the  fun,  moon,  and  ftars ;  in  the  clouds, 
and  blue  fky$  in  thegrais,  flowers,  trees  j  in  the  water,  and  all  na- 
ture j  which  ufed  greatly  to  fix  my  mind.  I  often  ufed  to  (it  and  view 
the  moon,  for  a  long  time ;  and  fo  in  the  day  time,  fpent  much  time 
in  viewing  the  clouds  and  Iky,  to  behold  the  fweet  glory  of  GOD 
in  thefe  things:  In  the  mean  time  fmging  forth  with  a  low  voice,  my 
contemplations  of  the  creator  and  redeemer.  And  fcarce  any  thing, 
among  all  the  works  of  nature,  was  fo  fweet  to  me  as  thunder  and 
lightning.  Formerly,  nothing  had  been  fo  terrible  to  me.  I  ufed  to 
be  a  perlon  uncommonly  terrihed  with  thunder :  And  it  ufed  to  ftrike 
rae  with  terror,  when  I  faw  a  thunder- ftorm  rifing.  But  now,  on 
the  contrary,  it  rejoiced  me.  I  felt  GOD  at  the  firlt  appearance  of  a 
thunder-ftorm.  And  ufed  to  take  the  opportunity  at  luch  times,  to 
fix  myfelf  to  view  the  clouds,  and  fee  the  lightnings  play,  and  hear  . 
the  majeftic  and  awful  voice  of  GOD's  thunder:  Which  often  times 
was  exceeding  entertaining,  leading  me  to  fweet  contemplations  of 
my  great  and  glorious  GOD.  And  while  I  viewed,  ufed  to  fpend 
my  time,  as  it  always  feemed  natural  to  me,  to  fing  or  chant  forth  my 
meditations;  to  fpeak  my  thoughts  in  foliloquies,  and  fpeak  with  a 
fmging  voice.  The  delights  which  I  now  felt  in  things  of  religion,  were 
of  an  exceeding  different  kind,  from  thofe  forementioned,  that  I  had 
when  I  was  a  boy.  They  were  totally  of  another  kind  $  and  what  I 
then  had  no  more  notion  or  idea  of,  than  one  born  blind  has  of  pleafant 
and  beautiful  colours.  They  were  of  a  more  inward,  pure,  foul-ani- 
mating and  refrefhing  nature.  Thofe  former  delights  never  reached 
the  heart  j  and  did  not  arife  from  any  fight  of  the  divine  excellency  of 
the  thing*  of  GOD}  or  any  talleof  the  foul-fatisfying,  and  life-giving 
good,  there  is  in  them.  My  fenfe  of  divine  things  feemed  gradually  to 
mcreafe,  'till  I  went  to  preach  at  Ne<w~Torki  which  was  about  a  year 
and  a  half  after  they  began.  While  I  was  there,  I  felt  them,  very 
fenfibly,  in  a  much  higher  degree,  than  I  had  done  before.  My  long- 
ings after  GOD  and  holinefs  were  much  increafed .  Pure  and  humble, 
holy  and  heavenly  chriftianity,  appeared  exceeding  amiable  to  me. 
1  felt  in  ine  a  burning  defire  to  be  in  every  thing  a  complete  chriftian  j 
and  conformed  to  the  bleffed  image  of  Cbrijt :  And  that  I  might  live 
in  all  things,  according  to  the  pure,  fweet  and  bit  lied  rules  of  the 
gofpel.  The  heaven  I  delired  was  a  heaven  of  holinefs ;  to  be  with 
GOD,  and  to  fpend  my  eternity  in  divine  love,  and  holy  commu- 
nion with  Cbrijt.  My  mind  was  very  much  taken  up  with  contem- 
plations on  heaven,  and  the  enjoyments  of  thofe  there  j  and  living 
there  in  perfect  holinefs,  humility  and  love.   And  it  ufed  at  that 
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his  papers,  would  publifli  thefe  after  the  manner  of  Eftlus9 
which  they  might  eafily  do ;  it  would  doubtlefs  be  an  ao 
ceptable  prefent  to  the  religious  world,  and  meet  with 
encouragement. 

His  Works,  published.  "  I.  A  Sermon  preached  at 
Bojlon>  on  I  Cor.  i.  29,  30,  31.  II.  A  Sermon  preached  at 

Northampton^ 

time  to  appear  a  great  part  of  the  happinefs  of  heaven,  that  there  the 
faints  could  exprefs  their  love  to  Cbnji.  It  appeared  to  me  a  great 
clog  and  hindrance  and  burden  to  me,  that  what  I  felt  within,  I  could 
not  cxprefs  to  GOD,  and  give  vent  to,  as  I  defircd.  The  inward 
ardor  of  my  foul  feemed  to  be  hindered  and  pent  up,  and  could  not 
freely  flame  out  as  it  would.  1  ufed  often  to  think,  how  in  heaven, 
this  fweet  principle  mould  freely  and  fully  vent  and  exprefs  itfelf. 
Heaven  appeared  to  me  exceeding  delightful  as  a  world  of  love.  It 
appeared  to  me,  that  all  happinels  conn  tied  in  living  in  pure,  hum- 
ble, heavenly,  divine  love.  Holinefs,  as  I  then  wrote  down  fome  of 
my  contemplations  on  it,  appeared  to  me  to  be  of  a  fweet,  pleafant, 
charmiug,  ferene,  calm  nature.  It  feemed  to  me,  it  brought  an 
inexprefiible  purity,  brightnefs,  peacefulnefs  and  ravilhment  to 
the  foul :  And  that  it  made  the  foul  like  a  field  or  garden  of  GOD, 
with  all  manner  of  pleafant  flowers;  that  is  all  pleafant,  delightful 
and  undifturbed ;  enjoying  a  fweet  calm,  and  the  gently  vivifying 
beams  of  the  fun.  The  foul  of  a  true  chriftian,  as  I  then  wrote  my 
meditations,  appeared  like  fuch  a  little  white  flower,  as  we  fee  in 
the  fpring  of  the  year ;  low  and  humble  on  the  ground,  opening  it's 
bofom,  to  receive  the  pleafant  beams  of  the  fun's  glory  \  rejoicing  as 
it  were  in  a  calm  rapture }  diffufing  around  a  fweet  fragrancy ;  {land- 
ing peacefully  and  lovingly,  in  the  midft  of  other  flowers  round 
about;  all  in  like  manner  opening  their  bofoms,  to  drink  in  the  light 
of  the  fun.  I  had  then,  and  at  other  times,  the  greateft  delight  in 
the  holy  fcriptures,  of  any  book  whatsoever.  Oftentimes  in  reading 
it,  every  word  feemed  to  touch  my  heart.  I  felt  an  harmony  between 
fomething  in  my  heart,  and  thofe  fweet  and  powerful  words.  I  feemed 
often  to  fee  fo  much  light,  exhibited  by  every  fentence,  and  fuch  a 
refrefhing  ravifhing  food  communicated,  that  I  could  not  get  along 
in  reading.  Ufed  often-times  to  dwell  long  on  one  fentence,  to  fee 
the  wonders  contained  in  it  j  and  yet  almoft  every  fentence  feemed  to 
be  full  of  wonders.  Since  I  came  to  this  town  (Northampton)  I  have 
often  had  fweet  complacency  in  GOD  in  views  of  his  glorious  perfec- 
tions, and  the  excellency  of  Jefus  Cbrifi.  GOD  has  appeared  to  me, 
a  glorious  and  lovely  being,  chiefly  on  the  account  of  his  holinefs.  The 
holinefs  of  GOD  has  always  appeared  to  me  the  molt  lovely  of  all  hit 
attributes.  The  doctrines  of  GOD's  abfolute  fovereignty,  and  free 
grace,  in  fhewing  mercy  to  whom  he  would  (hew  mercy  j  and  man's 
abfolute  dependence  on  the  operations  of  GOD's  holy  fpirit,  have 
very  often  appeared  to  me  as  fweet  and  glorious  doctrines.  Theie 
doctrines  have  been  much  my  delight.  GOD's  fovereignty  has  ever 
appeared  to  me,  as  great  part  of  his  glory.  It  has  often  been  fweet  ta 
me  to  go  to  GOD,  and  adore  him  as  a  fovereign  GOD,  and  afk  fove- 
reign  mercy  of  him.  Sometimes  only  mentioning  a  fingle  word, 
caufes  my  heart  to  burn  within  me :  Or  only  feeing  the  name  of 
Cbri/f,  or  the  name  of  fbmc  attribute  of  GOD.  And  GOD  has  ap- 
peared glorious  to  me,  on  accgunt  of  the  Trinity.  Xt  has  wade  me 
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Northampton,  in  the  year  1734,  from  Math.  xvi.  1 7.  III. 
Five  Diicourfes  on  the  following  Heads  :  I.  J  unification 
by  Faith  alone,  2.  Prefling  into  the  Kingdom  of  GOD. 
Ruth's  Refolution.  4.  The  Juftice  of  GOD  in  the 
amnation  of  Sinners.  5.  The  Excellency  of  Jefus 
Chri/i.    IV.  A  Sermon  preached  at  Enfieldy  July  8,  1741, 

entitled, 

have  exalting  thoughts  of  GOD,  that  he  fubfifts  in  three  perfons ; 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft.    The  fweeteft  joys  and  delights  I  have 
experienced,  have  not  been  thofe  that  have  arifen  from  a  hope  of  my 
own  good  etlate;  but  in  a  direct  view  of  the  glorious  things  of  the 
golpel.    When  I  enjoy  this  fweetnefs,  it  feems  to  carry  me  above  the 
thoughts  of  my  own  late  eftate.    It  feems  at  fuch  times  a  lofs  that  I 
cannot  bear,  to  take  off  my  eye  from  the  glorious,  pleafant  object  I 
behold  without  me,  to  turn  my  eye  in  upon  myfelf,  and  my  own 
good  eftate.    Once,  as  I  rid  out  into  the  woods  tor  my  health,  anno 
j 737;  and  having  lit  from  my  horfe  in  a  retired  place,  as  my  man- 
ner commonly  has  been,  to  walk  for  divine  contemplation  and  pray- 
er j  I  had  a  view,  that  for  me  was  extraordinary,  of  the  glory  of  the 
Son  of  GOD  j  as  Mediator  between  GOD  and  man;  and  His  wonder- 
ful, great,  full,  pure  and  fweet  grace  and  love,  and  meek  and  gentle 
condefceniion.    This  grace,  that  appeared  to  me  fo  calm  and  Jweet, 
appeared  great  above  the  heavens.  The  perfon  of  Chrtfi  appeared  in- 
effably excellent,  with  an  excellency  great  enough  to  fwallow  up  all 
thought  and  conception  :  Which  continued,  as  near  as  I  can  judge, 
about  an  hour ;  which  kept  me  the  bigger  part  of  the  time  in  a  flood 
of  tears,  and  weeping  aloud.    I  felt  withal,  an  ardency  of  foul  to  be, 
what  I  know  not  otherwife  how  to  exprefs,  than  to  be  emptied  and 
annihilated  ;  to  lie  intheduft,  and  to  be  full  of  CbriJI  alone;  to  love 
him  with  a  holy  and  pure  love  j  to  truft  in  him  ;  to  live  upon  him  ; 
to  ferve  and  follow  him,  and  to  be  totally  wrapt  up  in  the  fulnefs  of 
CbriJI ;  and  to  be  perfectly  fanctified  and  made  pure,  with  a  divine  and 
heavenly  purity.    I  have  feveral  other  times  had  views  very  much  of 
the  fame  nature,  and  that  have  had  the  fame  effects.    I  have  many 
times  had  a  fenfe  of  the  glory  of  the  third  Perfon  in  the  Trinity,  in 
his  office  of  fanctifier ;  in  his  holy  operations  communicating  divine 
light  and  life  to  the  foul.    GOD,  in  the  communications  of  his  Holy 
Spirit,  has  appear  d  as  an  infinite  fountain  of  divine  glory  and  fweet- 
nefs ;  being  full  and  fufficient  to  fill  and  iatisfy  the  foul :  pouriug 
forth  itfelfin  fweet  communications,  like  the  fun  in  its  glory,  fweetly 
and  pleafantly  diffufin*  light  and  life.    I  have  vaftly  a  greater  fenfe, 
of  my  univerial,  exceeding  dependence  on  GODs  grace  and  ftrength, 
and  mere  good  pleat  urc,  of  late,  than  I  ufed  formerly  to  have  ;  and 
have  experienced  more  of  an  abhorrence  of  my  own  righteoufnefs. 
The  thought  of  any  comfort  or  joy,  arifine  in  me,  on  any  conlidcra.  * 
tion  or  reflection  on  my  own  amiablenefs,  or  any  of  my  perform* 
ances  or  experiences,  or  any  goodnefs  of  heart  or  life,  is  naufeous 
and  deteftable  to  me.    And  yet  I  am  greatly  afflicted  with  a  proud 
and  felf-righteous  fpirit ;  much  more  lenlibly,  than  I  ufed  to  be  for- 
merly.   I  fee  that  ferpent  rifing,  and  putting  forth  it  s  head,  conti- 
nually, every  where,  all  around  me.  Though  it  feems  to  me,  that  in 
fome  refpects  I  was  a  far  better  chriftian,  for  two  or  three  years  after 
my  fir  ft  conversion,  than  1  am  now  ,  and  lived  in  a  more  conftant  de- 
light and  nleafurc :  yet  of  late  years,  I  have  had  a  more  full  and  con- 
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entitled,  Sinners  in  the  hands  of  an  angry  GOD.  V.  A  Ser- 
mon on  the  diftinguifhing  Marks  of  a  Work  of  the  Spirit  of 
GOD,  preached  at  New-Haven,  Sept.  10, 1 741 ,  from  1  John 
iv.  1.  VI.  SomeThoughts  concerning  the  prefent  Revival  of 
Religion  in  New- England,  and  the  Wav  in  which  it  ought 
to  he  acknowledged  and  promoted,  humbly  offered  to  the 
Public,  in  aTreatife  on  thatfubjedt,  in  five  Parts.  Pub- 
limed  in  the  year  1742.  VII.  ATreatife  concerning  re» 
ligious  Affections.  Publifhed  in  the  year  1746.  VIII, 
A  Treat ifc  entitled,  An  humble  Attempt  to  promote  ex- 
plicit Agreement,  and  vifible  Union  of  GOD's  People  in 
extraordinary  Prayer,  for  the  Revival  of  Religion,  &Cm 
Recommended  by  five  of  the  principal  Miniflers  in  Bojicn. 
Published  in  1747.  IX.  An  Account  of  the  Life  of  the 
reverend  Mr.  David  Brainerd,  Minifter  of  the  Gofpeland 
Miffionary  to  the  Indians,  &c.  with  Reflections  and  Ob- 
fervations  thereon.  Publifhed  in  the  year  1749.  X,  An 
Inquiry  into  the  Qualifications  for  full  Communion  in  the 
vifible  Church.  Publifhed  in  the  year  1749;  intended  as 
an  explanation  and  vindication  of  his  principles  in  the 
matter,  which  occafioncd  his  difmiflion  from  Northampton* 

XI.  A  Reply  to  the  reverend  Mr.  lViliiami%  Anfwer  to 
the  forementioned  Inquiry.    Publifhed  in  the  year  1752, 

XII.  A  Sermon  preached  at  Newark,  before  the  Synod, 
Sept.  28,  1752,  from  Jam.  ii.  19.  entitled,  True  Grace 
diitinguifhed  from  the  experience  of  Devils.  XIII.  A 
careful  and  flrict  Inquiry  into  the  modern  prevailing  No- 
tion of  that  Freedom  of  Will,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be 
eflential  to  moral  Agency,  ijc.  Publifhed  in  the  year 
1754.  XIV.  The  great  Chriftian  Doctrine  of  original 
Sin  defended  ;  Evidences  of  its  Truth  produced,  and  Ar- 
guments to  the  contrary  anfwered.  Containing,  in  parti* 
cular,  a  Reply  to  the  Objections  and  Arguings  of  Dr.  John 
Taylor,  &c.  publifhed  in  1758.  This  was  in  the  prefs 
when  he  died.  XV.  j9t\  Hi/lory  of  Redemption.  Avery 
excellent  pofthumous  publication."  Befides  thefe,  feveral 
Sermons  have  been  Separately  publifhed  on  various  occa- 

fions ; 

ftant  fenfeof  the  abfolute  fovereignty  of  GOD,  and  a  delight  in  tha,t 
fovereignty  j  and  have  had  more  of  a  fenfe  of  the  glory  of  Cbrift,  as 
a  mediator,  as  revealed  in  the  gofpel.  On  one  Saturday  night  in  par- 
ticular, had  a  particular  difcovery  of  the  excellency  of  the  gofpel  of 
thrift,  above  all  other  doctrines }  fo  that  \  co,uld  not  but  fay  to  my- 
felf ;  "  This  is  my  chofen  light,  my  chofen  doctrine  And  of  Cbrtftt 
«'  This  is  my  chofen  prophet."  It  appeared  to  me  to  be  fweet  be. 
yond  all  expreflion,  to  follow  Cbrijf,  and  to  be  taught  and  enlightened 
and  inftrufred  by  him  >  to  learn  of  him,  and  live  to  him. 
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Tions  :  But  I  know  not,  at  prefent,  of  any  large  work  unv 
publiflied  of  this  admirable  Author. 

c  ■  1  r  *  t  1    —  t- 

JAMES    HERVEY,  A.M. 

•  ■ 

THIS  amiable  Chriftian  and  excellent  Minifter  was 
born  on  Friday  the  26th  of  February ,  1713-14,  at 
Hardingjlone,  a  country  village,  one  mile  from  Northampton! 
his  father  being  then  minifter  of  the  parifli  of  Collingtree, 
within  two  miles  of  Harding/lone.  His  firft  inftru&ion 
was  from  his  mother,  who  taught  him  his  letters,  and  to 
read.  Under  her  tuition  he  continued  till  he  was  feven 
years  of  age ;  when  he  was  fent,  as  a  day-fcholar,  to  the 
tree  Grammar-fchool  at  Northampton,  of  which  the  reve- 
rend Mr.  Clark<>  vicar  of  Sr.  Sepulchre  s9  in  the  faid 
town,  was  at  that  time  matter. 

At  this  fchool  he  remained  till  he  was  feventeen  years 
old,  and  learned  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages ;  in  which 
his  genius  and  memory  would  have  enabled  him  to  have 
made  a  much  earlier  progrefs,  if  it  had  not  been  prevented 
by  his  fchoolmafter,  who  would  not  fuffer  him,  or  any 
6ther  of  his  fcholars,  to  learn  rafter  than  his  own  fon. 
Whilft  Mr.  Hervey  was  at  fchool,  though  he  (hewed  a 
remarkable  dexterity  at  all  the  innocent  games  ufual  among 
children ;  yet  he  had  an  indifference,  uncommon  among 
boys,  for  the  acquifitions  he  made  by  them,  which  he  pur- 
fued  only  for  exercife  and  amufement. 

In  the  year  173'r,  at  the  age  of  feventeen,  he  was  fent 
by  his  father  to  Oxford,  and  was  entered  of  Lincoln-College^ 
under  the  tuition  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Hutchins.  He  re- 
fided  in  the  univerfity  feven  years,  yet  only  took  the  de- 
gree of  bachelor  of  arts.  The  firft  two  or  three  years 
he  fpent  with  fome  degree  of  indolence,  Or  rather  lefs  ap- 
plication to  his  ftudies  than  he  afterwards  ufed.  But  in 
1733,  about  his  nineteenth  year,  becoming  acquainted 
with  fome  perfons,  who  began  to  diftinguifti  themfelves  by 
their  ferious  impreflions  of  religion,  and  their  zeal  for 
the  promotion  of  it,  he  was  engaged,  by  their  influence, 
in  a  ftric"ter  attachment  both  to  piety  and  learning;  of  the 
former  there  are  confpicuous  marks  in  his  letters  written 
to  his  filter  in  the  years  1733,  1734,  and  1735:  And  of 
the  latter,  in  the  courfeof  his  labors. 

He 
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He  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Dr.  James  KeilPs  Anatomy, 
Dr.  Dtrham%  Phyfico-thcolovy  andj/iro-theology,  the  SpeclacU 
<U  la  Nature,  as  tranflated  by  Humphreys  ;  which  laft  work 
he  read  with  a  peculiar  fatisfa&ion.  Nor  was  he  lefs  de- 
lighted by  the  1  Effay  on  Popes  Odyfley,'  written  by  the 
reverend  Mr.  Sptnce,  prebendarv  of  Durham ;  to  which 
elegant  and  judicious  difcourfe  Mr.  Hervey  often  acknow- 
ledged that  he  owed  more  of  his  improvement  in  ftyle  and 
compofition,  than  to  any  other,  which  he  had  ever  read. 

In  1734,  at  the  perfuafion  of  a  much  valued  friend,  he 
began  to  learn  the  Hebrew  language,  without  any  teacher, 
by  the  Weftminfier  Grammar ;  but  foon  found  that  Gram- 
mar too  concife  and  difficult  for  the  inftnidtion  of  a  learner; 
and  therefore  he  then  defpaired  of  ever  attaining  a  to- 
lerable knowledge  of  what  he  afterwards  made  hiinfelf  a 
complete  mafter. 

It  appears  from  his  letters  to  his  fifter  in  1733,  1734, 
and  1735,  that  though  he  then  (hewed  a  pious  and  ferious 
turn;  yet  thefe  letters  fpeak  a  language  very  different 
from  thofe  truths,  for  which  we  find  he  was  afterwards  fo» 
powerful  an  advocate,  or  at  moil  they  treat  very  confufedly 
of  them.  The  truth  is,  he  was  then  a  ft  ranger  to,  and  had 
ftrong  prepofleflions  againft  the  doctrine  of  juftification  by 
faith  in  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifi.  And  he  ac- 
knowledges, in  a  note  on  his  "  Defcant  upon  Creation," 
that  Mr.  Jcnkss  excellent  treatife,  entitled,  *  Submiffion 
to  the  righteoufnefs  of  GOD,'  was  the  inftrament  of  re- 
moving his  prejudices,  and  reducing  him  to  a  better  judge- 
ment. 

He  entered  into  holy  orders,  as  foon  as  his  age  and  the 
canons  of  the  church  would  allow.  Whilft  he  was  at 
Oxford^  he  had  a  fmall  exhibition  of  about  twenty  pounds 
a  year ;  and  when  he  was  ordained,  his  father  preffed  him 
very  much  to  take  fome  curacy,  in  or  near  Oxford^  and  to 
hold  his  exhibition;  but  this  he  would  by  no  means  comply 
with,  it  being  in  his  opinion  unjuft  to  detain  it,  after  he 
was  in  orders,  from  another  perfon,  who  might  more  want 
the  benefit  of  that  provifion  than  himfelf. 

In  1736,  he  left  Oxford,  and  became  his  father's  curate. 
He  afterwards  went  to  London ;  and,  after  flaying  fome 
time  there,  he  accepted  the  curacy  oiDummtr  in  Hamp/b'tre. 
Here  he  continued  about  twelve  months,  when  he  was  in- 
vited to  Stokes  Abbey,  in  Devon/hire,  the  feat  of  his  worthy 
friend  the  late/Vro/  Orchard,  efq.  who  valued  him  much  for 
his  piety,  and  with  whom  he  lived  upwards  of  two  years  in 
great  elteem  and  friend/hip.    That  gentleman  fhewed  him 

the 
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the  following  remarkable  proof  of  his  regard :  When  his 
eldeft  lbn  (to  whom  our  author  dedicated  the  fecond  vo- 
lume of  his  "  Meditations")  was  to  be  baptized,  he  in- 
fitted  that  Mr.  Hervey  fliould  be  one  of  his  god -fathers, 
that  he  might  have  an  eye  to  his  chriftian  education  ;  and 
this  he  did  in  preference  to  many  gentlemen  of  large  eftates 
in  the  neighborhood,  who  would  have  thought  themfelves 
honored  by  the  connection. 

In  1 740,  he  undertook  the  curacy  of  Bidde/ord,  fourteen 
miles  from  Stoke- Abbey ,  where  he  lived  greatly  beloved  by 
the  people;  his  congregation  was  large,  though  his  ftipend 
was  fmall ;  his  friends  therefore  made  a  collection  yearly 
for  him,  which  raifed  his  income  to  fixty  pounds  a  year. 
At  Bidde/ord  he  was  curate  about  two  years  and  an  half, 
when  the  rector  dying,  he  was  difmined  by  the  new  in- 
cumbent, infeniible  of  pious  or  learned  excellence,  againft 
the  united  requeft  of  the  parishioners,  who  offered  to 
maintain  him  at  their  own  expence.  During  the  time 
that  Mr.  Hervey  lived  in  the  well,  namely,  from  1738 
to  the  latter  end  of  17439  his  family  heard  very  little  of 
him,  through  the  greatnefs  of  the  diftance.  He  labored 
diligently  here  in  the  fervice  of  his  Mailer ;  and  here  it 
was  that  he  planned  his  "  Meditations,"  and  probably 
wrote  fome  part  of  them.  He  fays  in  his  nrft  volume  of 
"  Meditations,"  that  it  was  on  a  ride  to  Ktlkhamptony  in 
Cornwall^  and  in  that  church,  where  he  laid  the  fcene  of 
his  iC  Meditations  among  the  Tombs." 

In  1743,  he  returned  about  Augufi  to  JVefion-Fave!9 
and  officiated  as  curate  to  his  father  till  June  1750,  at 
which  time  his  health  was  much  impaired  by  his  great  at- 
tention to  ftudy  and  duty  ;  and  his  family  and  friends 
judging  that  the  change  of  air  might  be  of  benefit  to  him, 
they  formed  a  defign,  which  they  executed,  of  conveying 
him  to  London,  under  a  pretence  of  his  riding  a  few 
miles  in  the  poft-chaife  of  a  friend  who  was  going  thi- 
ther. Of  this  he  pleafantly  complains,  in  a  letter  to  a 
friend,  upon  his  arrival  there,  which  begins  thus : 
"  My  dear  friend, 

€t  If  you  chide,  I  mull  accufe.  Pray  where  was  your 
warrant,  where  your  commiflion,  to  imprefs  me  into  this 
journey  ?  However,  as  a  good  chriitian,  I  forgive  you 
and  your  accomplices."  After  commending  feveral  cler- 
gymen his  friends,  whom  he  faw  on  the  road,  he  concludes 
thus :  "  My  animal  nature  is  fo  very  feeble,  that  I  find 
no  benefit  from  the  change  of  air,  nor  from  the  enjoyment 
©f  the  moil  pleafing  fociety." 

He 
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He  flayed  in  London  till  April  or  May  1752,  during 
which  time  he  was  feized  with  a  fevere  illnefs,  which 
almoft  coft  him  his  life  ;  but  he  recovered,  and  upon  hi» 
father's  death,  which  happened  in  May  this  year,  he  re- 
turned to  IVeJlon,  where  he  conftantly  refided  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  took  his  matter  of  arts  degree 
at  Cambridge^  in  1752,  when  he  entered  at  Clare- Hall  % 
and  as  he  was  of  fufficient  ftanding  at  Oxford,  he  flayed 
only  the  few  days  required  by  the  ttatutes  to  perform  the 
univerfity-exercife. 

It  may  be  thought  ftrange,  that  he,  who  had  refufed  to 
hold  his  exhibition  at  Oxford,  along  with  a  curacy,  fhould, 
upon  his  father's  death,  accept  of  the  two  livings  of  Wejlon- 
Flavel  and  Collingtree,  and  hold  them  during  his  life.  It 
was  very  far  from  being  his  choice,  and  it  was  what  he 
had  for  a  long  time  refufed  to  do.  He  was  determined 
againft  being  a  pluralift ;  and  notwithstanding  his  father 
kept  him  at  Oxford,  with  a  defign,  that  he  mould  take 
his  degree  of  mailer  of  arts,  and  conftantly  urged  him  to» 
do  it ;  yet  he  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  yield  to  fuch  a 
requeft,  though  he  was  of  a  fufficient  {landing,  looking 
upon  that  ftep  as  a  qualification  intended  for* his  future 
holding  both  his  father's  livings.  When  his  father  died, 
he  remained  determined  to  have  IVeflon-Favel  only  :  And 
this  he  frequently  declared  to  his  family  and  friends,  and 
refufed  to  accept  of  Collingtree,  or  to  qualify  himfelf  for 
the  fame ;  infomuch  that  it  was  in  danger  of  lapfmg  to 
the  hi  (hop.  But  at  length,  through  the  earneft  and  con- 
ftant  intreaties  of  his  family  and  friends,  who,  unknown 
to  him,  had  fent  to  and  procured  from  Oxford,  the  necef- 
fary  certificates  of  his  being  a  bachelor  of  arts,  in  order 
to  his  taking  his  matter's  degree  at  Cambridge,  he  was, 
after  much  importunity,  prevailed  on  to  comply  with 
their  requefts,  hoping  tnat  he  might  be  thereby  enabled  to 
do  fo  much  the  more  good.  And  when  he  waited  upon 
Dr.  Thomas,  then  bifhop  of  Peterborough,  for  inftitution 
to  Collingtree,  which  was  near  fix  months  after  his  induc- 
tion into  Wcfton,  he  faid,  "  I  fuppofe  your  lordfhip  will 
be  furprifed  to  fee  James  Hervey  come  to  defire  your  lord- 
fhip's  permiffion  to  be  a  pluralitt  ;  but,  1  aflure  you,  I  do 
it  in  obedience  to  the  repeated  folicitations  of  my  mother 
and  my  fitter,  and  not  to  pleafe  myfelf or  to  that  effect. 

His  labors,  both  in  his  minifterial  office  and  in  his  ttudy, 
were  purfued  by  him  as  long  as  poffible,  under  the  di fad- 
vantage  of  a  weak  conftitution  of  body ;  which,  together 
with  the  fe verity  or  his  hit  illnefs,  he  fupported  not  only 
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Vrith  the  greateft  patience,  but  without  a  fingle  expreflion 
of  peevifhnefs.  That  illnefs  had  long  been  coming  on 
him  ;  but  greatly  increafed  in  the  beginning  of  Oft'jbsr 
1758,  and  grew  very  formidable  in  the  December  follow- 
ing. For,  on  Sunday  the  third  of  that  month,  in  the 
evening,  after  prayer  in  his  family,  he  feemed  to  be  ar- 
retted by  the  meffenger  of  death ;  fo  that  the  united  af- 
fiftance  of  his  filter  and  fervant,  with  difficulty,  enabled 
him  to  get  upftairs  into  his  room,  from  whence  he  never 
came  down.  His  illnefs  gaining  ground  every  day,  he 
loon  became  fenfible  of  his  approaching  ditfblution.  He 
had  frequent  and  violent  returns  of  the  cramp,  which  gave 
him  molt  acute  pain.  He  had  likewife  a  hedfcic  cough, 
which  afflicted  nim  fo  grievoufly  in  the  night,  that  he 
could  feldom  lie  in  bed  till  four  in  the  morning  *;  and  was 
often  obliged  to  rife  at  two,  efpecially  as  opium,  how 
much  foever  guarded  by  other  medicines,  would  not  agree 
with  him. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  that  month  he  complained  of  a  pain 
in  his  fide;  for  which,  at  his  own  defire,  he  was  let  blood, 
though  his  phyfician  Dr.  Stonehoufe>  in  whom  he  placed 
the  greateft  confidence,  had  objected  to  it,  apprehending 
him  too  weak  to  bear  any  evacuation  of  that  kind.— 
When  the  furgeon  came,  he  could  fcarcely  find  any  pul- 
fation,  and  therefore  took  away  no  more  than  four  ounces 
of  blood;  intimating  to  his  relations  and  friends,  that  the 
cafe  was  defperate,  and  that  he  had  opened  a  vein  very  un- 
willingly, and  merely  to  fatisfy  Mr.  Hervcys  defire,  who 
had  fome  hope  that  the  pain  might  po/Tibly  be  relieved 
hv  it. 

The  reverend  Mr.  Abraham  Maddock,  his  curate,  being 
much  with  him  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  Mr.  Hervey 
fpoke  to  him  in  ftrong  and  pathetic  terms  of  his  afTu ranee 
of  faith,  and  of  the  great  love  of  GOD  in  Chr'ijL  "  O  I 
(faid  he)  what  has  Christ,  how  much  has  Chiust  done 
for  me;  and  how  little  have  I  done  for  lb  loving  a  Sa- 
viour !  If  I  preached  even  once  a  week,  it  was  at  laft  a 
burden  to  me.  I  have  not  vifited  the  people  of  my  parifh, 
as  I  ought  to  have  done ;  and  thus  have  preached,  as  it 
were,  from  houfe  to  houfe.  I  have  not  taken  every  op- 
portunity of  fpeaking  for  Christ.1'  Thefe  expreftions 
being  accompanied  with  tears,  which  were  too  vilihle  not 
to  be  obferved ;  and  left  his  tears  fiiould  be  millnterpreted, 
as  they  had  been  convcrfmg  about  his  expected  end,  and 

•  When  Mr.  Hervey  was  in  tolerable  health,  he  rarely  lay  in  bed 
after  fix,  even  in  winter;  and  rofc  Hill  earlier  in  the  limmicr. 
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of  his  afllirance  of  happinefs,  he  proceeded  thus  :  "  D6 
not  think,  that  I  am  afraid  to  die— I  affureyou,  I  am  not. 
I  know  what  my  Saviour  hath  done  for  me;  and  I  want 
to  be  gone.  But  I  wonder  and  lament  to  think  of  the  love 
of  Christ,  in  doing  fo  much  for  me,  and  how  little  I 
have  done  for  him." 

In  another  conversation,  difcourfing  likewife  of  his  ap- 
proaching diflblution,  which  he  did  with  the  utmoft  calm- 
nefs  and  ferenity,  and  of  the  little  which  we  know  of 
GOD's  word,  he  faid ;  "  How  many  precious  texts  are 
there,  big  with  the  moft  rich  truths  of  Christ,  which  we 
cannot  comprehend,  which  we  know  nothing  of ;  and  of 
thofe  we  do  know,  how  few  do  we  remember  ?  Bonus 
textuarius  cjl  bonus  tbeologus.  '  A  good  textuary  is  a  good 
divine and  that  is  the  armour;  the  word  of  CjOD  is  the 
fword.  Thofe  texts  are  the  weapons  which  1  muft  ufe, 
when  that  fubtle  fpirit,  that  arch  adverfary  of  mankind, 
comes  to  tempt  and  fift  me  in  my  laft  connidt..  Surely  I 
had  need  be  well  provided  with  thefe  weapons;  I  had 
need  have  my  quiver  full  of  them,  to  anfwer  fatan  with 
texts  out  of  the  word  of  CjOD,  when  he  aflaults  me. 
Thus  did  Christ,  when  he  was  tempted  in  the  wil- 
dernefs." 

On  the  nineteenth,  the  pains  of  his  body  abated,  and 
he  grew  droufy  and  lethargic  ;  but,  in  the  night  following, 
his  immediate  death  was  apprehended.  The  next  day, 
the  twentieth,  he  was  vifited  by  Dr.  Stonehoufe,  who  de- 
clared, that,  in  his  opinion,  Mr.  Hervey  could  not  live 
above  three  or  four  days  ;  upon  which  he  took  occafion  to» 
fpeak  of  the  many  confolations  through  Cbrift>  which  a 
true  chriftian  enjoys  in  the  profpedt.  of  death,  and  of  the 
emptinefsof  worldly  honors  to  an  immortal  foul,  and  of 
the  unprofitableness  of  riches  to  the  irreligious  man.  Mr. 
Hervey  replied,  "  True,  Doctor,  true ;  the  only  va- 
luable treafures  are  in  heaven.  What  would  it  avail  me 
now  to  be  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  P  Difeafe  would  fhew 
no  refpedt  to  my  mitre.  That  prelate  [Dr.  Seeker,  who> 
died  Augujl  3,  1768.]  is  not  only  very  great,  but,  1  am 
told,  has  religion  really  at  heart.  Yet  it  is  godlinefs,  and 
not  grandeur,  that  will  avail  him  hereafter.  The  gofpel 
is  offered  to  me  a  poor  Country-parfon,  the  fame  as  to  his 
Grace.  Christ  makes  no  difference  between  us.  Oh  ! 
why  then  do  minifters  thus  neglect  the  charge  of  fo  kind 
a  Saviour ;  fawn  upon  the  great,  and  hunt  after  worldly 
preferments  with  fo  much  eagernefs,  to  the  difgrace  of  our 
order  ?    Thefe,  thefe  are  the  things,  Doctor,  and  not  our 
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povery  or  obfcurity,  which  render  the  clergy  fojuftly 
contemptible  to  the  worldings.  No  wonder  the  fervice  of 
our  church,  grieved  1  am  to  fay  jt,  is  become  fuch  a 
formal  iifelefs  thing ;  fince  it  is,  alas  !  too  generally  ex- 
ecuted by  perfons  dead  to  godlinefs  in  all  their  converfa- 
tion  ;  whole  indifference  to  religion,  and  worldly-minded 
behaviour,  proclaim  the  little  regard  they  pay  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  Lord  who  bought  them." 

Mr.  Hervey,  the  day  before  his  death,  went  a  few  fteps 
acrofs  his  room  ;  but  immediately  finding  his  ftrength 
failing  him,  he  funk  rather  than  fell  down  ;  his  fall  being 
broken  by  his  filter,  who,  obferving  his  weaknefs,  ran 
and  caught  him  ;  but  he  fainted  away,  and  was  in  all  ap- 
pearance dead,  it  being  a  confiderable  time  before  any 
pulfe  could  be  perceived.  When  he  came  to  himfelf,  his 
brother  Mr.  William  Hcrvey,  who  was  come  from  London 
to  vifit  him,  faid,  *  We  were  afraid  you  was  gone.'  He 
anfwered,  iC  1  wifli  I  had."  And  well  he  might  wifh  fo, 
for  his  ftrength  was  quite  exhaufted,  his  body  extremely 
emaciated,  and  his  bones  fo  fore  that  he  could  not  bear 
anyone  to  touch  him,  when  it  was  neceflary  to  move  him 
about ;  yet,  under  all  this  calamity,  he  was  ever  praifing 
GOD  for  his  mercies  ;  infomuch  that  he  never  received  a 
morfel  of  lemon  to  moiften  his  mouth,  without  thanking 
GOD  for  his  bounty  and  goodnefs,  in  creating  fo  many 
helps  and  refrefhments  to  a  fick  and  decaying  body  :  But, 
especially,  did  he  praife  GOD  for  enduing  him  with  pa- 
tience. 

On  the  twenty- fifth  of  December,  Cbrijlmeis-dav,  on 
which  he  died,  Mr.  Afaddcck  paying  him  his  morning  vifit, 
Mr.  Hcrvcy  lifted  up  his  head,  and  opened  his  eyes,  as  he 
fat  in  his  eafy  chair,  (for  he  could  not  lie  in  bed,)  to  fee 
who  it  was,  and  faid,  "  Sir,  I  cannot  talk  with  you." 
He  complained  much  all  this  day  of  a  great  inward  con- 
flict which  he  had,  laying  his  hand  upon  his  breait,  and 
faying,  "  Oh!  you  know  not,  how  great  a  conflict  I 
have."  During  this  time  he  almoft  conAantly  lifted  up 
his  eyes  towards  heaven,  with  his  hands  clafped  together 
in  a  praying  form,  and  faid,  two  or  three  times,  "  When 

this  great  conflict  is  over,  then  "  but  faid  no  more; 

though  it  was  underftood  he  meant  that  then  h^  ihould  go 
to  reft.  Dr.  Stonehoufe  came  to  him  about  three  hours 
before  he  expired.  Mr.  Hcrvey  urged  ftrongly  and  affec- 
tionately to  the  Doctor  the  importance  and  care  of  his  ever- 
lafting  concerns,  and  entreated  him  not  to  be  over-charged 
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with  the  cares  of  this  life,  but  to  attend,  amidft  the  multi- 
plicity of  his  bufinefs,  to  the  one  thing  needful: 

*  Which  done,  the  pooreft  can  no  wants  endure  ; 

And  which  not  done,  the  richeft  muft  be  poor.'  Pope. 

Mr.  Hervcy  ufed  frequently  to  repeat  thefe  lines,  with 
fuch  an  emphafis  and  fignificant  look,  as  conveyed  their 
important  meaning  in  a  manner  the  moft  fenfible  and 
affecting. 

The  Doctor,  feeing  the  great  difficulty  and  pain  with 
which  he  fpoke,  (for  he  was  almoft  fufFocated  with 
phlegm  and  frequent  vomitings,)  and  finding,  by  his  pulfe, 
that  the  panes  of  death  were  then  coming  on,  defired, 
that  he  would  fpare  himfelf.  "  No,  (faid  he)  Dodlor, 
no ;  you  tell  me  I  have  hut  a  few  moments  to  live  :  O  ! 
let  me  fpend  them  in  adoring  our  great  Redeemer."  He 
then  repeated  the  26th  verle  of  the  feventy-third  Pfalm, 
Though  my  flcjh  and  my  heart  fail,  yet  GOD  is  the  flrenrth  of 
my  heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever :  And  he  expatiated  in  a 
moll  lh iking  manner  on  thefe  words  of  St.  Paul,  1  Cor. 
iii.  22,  23.  All  things  arc  yours;  life  and  death;  for  ye  are 
Chriffs,  At  the  fame  time  referring  them  to  this  paiTage 
in  ]  Jr.  Doddridge  s  1  Family-Expohtor,'  where  it  is  illuf- 
trated  in  a  very  inftru&ive  manner.  "  Here  (fays  he) 
is  the  treafure  of  a  chriftian.  Death  is  reckoned  among 
this  inventory;  and  a  noble  treafure  it  is.  How  thankful 
am  1  for  death,  as  it  is  the  paflage  through  which  I  pafs  to 
the  Lord  and  Giver  of  eternal  life ;  and  as  it  frees  me 
trom  all  this  mifeiy  you  now  fee  me  endure,  and  which  I 
am  willing  to  endure,  as  long  as  GOD  thinks  fit ;  for  I 
know,  he  will  by  and  by,  in  his  own  good  time,  difmifs 
me  from  the  body.  Thefe  light  affficlions  are  but  for  a 
moment,  and  then  comes  an  eternal  weight  of  glory.  O  ! 
welcome,  welcome  death !— Thou  may  eft  well  be  reck- 
oned among  the  treafures  of  the  chriftian.  To  live  is 
Chrifl,  but  to  die  is  gain"  After  which,  as  the  Doctor 
was  taking  his  final  leave  of  him,  Mr.  Hervey  exprefled 
great  gratitude  for  his  vifits,  though  it  had  been  long  out 
of  the  power  of  medicines  to  cure  him.  He  then  paufed 
a  little,  and  with  great  ferenity  and  fweetaefs  in  his  coun- 
tenance, though  the  pangs  of  death  were  upon  him,  being 
railed  a  little  in  his  chair,  repeated  thefe  words;  <c  Lord, 
now  lettejl  thou  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace,  according  to  thy 
moft  holy  and  comfortable  word;  for  mine  eyes  have  fecn 
thy  precious  falvation.  Here,  Doaor,  is  my  cordial  t 
What  are  ail  the  cordials  given  to  fupport  the  dying,  in 
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romparifon  of  that  which  arifes  from  the  promifes  of  fal- 
vation  by Chrtfi? — This,  this  fupports  me."  About  three 
o'clock  he  faid,  "  The  great  conflict  is  over — Now  all  is 
done."  After  which  he  lcarce  fpoke  any  other  words  in- 
telligibly, except  now  and  then,  "  precious  falvation." 

During  the  laft  hour  he  laid  nothing,  but  leaned  his 
head  againft  the  fide  of  an  eafy  chair,  and,  without  a  iigh, 
groan,  itruggle,  or  the  leaft  emotion,  he  (hut  his  eyes  and 
departed,  between  four  and  five  in  the  afternoon,  on 
Cbrijlmasdayy  1758,  in  the  forty-fifth  year  of  his  age. 

When  his  body  was  conveyed  to  church,  it  was  covered, 
by  his  exprefs  defire,  with  the  poor's  pall,  and  he  was 
buried  under  the  middle  of  the  communion-table  in  the 
chancel  of  fVcfton-Favelly  on  Friday  the  28th  of  December, 
in  the  prefence  of  a  numerous  congregation,  full  of  regret 
for  the  lofs  of  fo  excellent  a  Paftor. — Mr.  Afaddock,  who 
buried  him,  was  himfelf  in  tears. — Some  were  wringing 
their  hands,  others  fobbing,  many  were  filently  weeping, 
but  all  were  inwardly  and  fmcerely  grieved,  as  their  looks 
fufficiently  teftified ;  all  bearing  a  vilible  witnefs  of  his 
worth,  and  their  forrow.  The  poor  thankfully  acknow- 
ledged his  benevolence ;  and,  as  they  looked  into  his  grave, 
feemed  to  fay  within  themfelves,  «  There  lies  the  man 
whofe  unwearied  kindnefs  was  the  conftant  relief  of  my 
various  diftrelTcs;  who  tenderly  vifited  my  languifhing 
bed,  and  readily  fupplied  my  indigent  eircumftances 
Others,  once  ignorant  and  ungodly,  looked  at  this  dc- 
pofitum  of  his  body,  and  thus  vented  their  expreflive  fighs ; 
*  Here  are  the  laft  remains  of  that  fmcere  friend  who  watched 
for  my  foul. — I  tremble  to  think,  into  what  irretrievable 
ruin  1  might  quickly  have  been  plunged,  had  not  his  faith- 
ful admonitions  and  repeated  exhortations  been  blefTed  to 
arreft  me  in  the  wild  career.  1  was  then  unacquainted  with 
the  gofpel  of  peace ;  but  now  enlightened  through  his 
inftruclions,  I  fee  theall-fufficiency  of  my  Saviour,  His 
difcourfes  are  ftill  warm  on  my  heart,  and  I  truft  will  be 
more  and  more  operative  on  my  life  f.* 

It  may  be  truly  faid  of  Mr.  Hervey,  that  few  lives  have 
ever  been  more  heavenly,  and  few  deaths  more  triumphant. 
He  died  in  the  Lord,  and  is  now  at  reft ;  where  even  the 
wicked ceafe  from  troubling.  His  name  is  recorded  in  the 
annals  of  eternity  ;  and  the  honors,  conferred  on  him  by 
Chrifty  will  for  ever  continue  blooming  and  incorruptible 
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in  the  world  of  glory.  His  character,  both  in  his  public 
and  private  capacity,  was  of  the  mofl  exemplary  kind. 

As  a  minifter,  he  performed  all  the  duties  of  that  office 
with  the  greateft  ftrictnefs.  In  the  pulpit  he  was  earneft 
and  fervent,  and  {hewed  that  he  felt  the  efficacy  of  what 
he  preached.  Nor  did  lie  think  it  iufficient  to  preach  on 
the  Lord*s-day  only,  but  let  up  a  weekly  leclure  every 
Waiacfday  evening,  at  IVcjhn-Favcll  church,  which  was 
vcrv  well  attended.  This  lecture  was  held  during  the  winter 
half  year  at  leven,  as  it  did  not  then  interfere  with  the 
work  of  the  laboring  people  ;  and  he  illuminated  the 
church  out  of  his  own  pocket,  not  chufing  to  put  the 
parifli  to  any  additional  cxpence.  His  zeal  for  the  per- 
formance of  his  duty,  was  however,  for  fome  time  before 
he  died,  much  interrupted  by  the  ill  ftate  of  his  health, 
which  would  not  permit  him  perfonally  to  execute  the 
paftoral  duties  even  of  the  parifti  of  Wcjlon^  wThere  he  re- 
futed :  A  circumflance,  that  gave  him  inexpreffible  con- 
cern. 

The  lafi  two  or  three  years  of  his  life  he  could  fcarce 
do  any  thing  more  than  preach  once  on  the  Lorcfs-day9 
when  people  from  many  miles  round  flocked  to  hear  him. 
His  IVcdncjday  evening  lecture  at  feven  he  discontinued  for 
the  Jail  year.  Collingtrcc^  which,  like  Urcjhn-Favclly  was 
a  lamilv-liviner,  about  five  miles  diftance,  Mr.  Hcrvey  had 
not  been  able  for  lome  time  to  preach  at,  or  to  vifit  his 
parifliioners  at  their  own  houfes,  as  his  cultom  had  been  ; 
but  he  encouraged  them  to  come  to  him,  and  to  converfe 
fieelv  on  the  iubjecls  relating  to  their  eternal  interefts  ; 
and,  on  fuch  occalions,  he  would  fpeak  with  a  force  and 
propriety  peculiar  to  himfelf.  He  would  frequently  la- 
ment his  inability  to  ferve  his  people,  comparing  himfelf 
to  a  bleeding  dilablcd  foldier,  and  "  only  not  flain." 

He  always  preached  without  notes,  except  on  fome  very 
particular  occasions  ;  but  his  method  was  judicious,  clear, 
and  not  encumbered  with  too  many  fubdivifions.  His 
weaknefs  rendering  him  for  feveral  months  before  his 
death  incapable  of  fpeak ing  to  his  congregation  as 
ufual,  lie  fliortened  his  difcourfes,  and  took  a  mofl  ufeful 
method  of  inculcating  his  inftruclions  :  After  he  had  ex- 
pounded his  text,  and  divided  his  fcrmon  into  two  heads, 
(rarely  into  more,  and  never  exceeding  three,)  he  would 
fpeak  briefly,  and  at  the  conclufion  of  each  head  enforce 
what  he  had  faid,  by  a  pertinent  text  of  fcripture,  de- 
firing  his  congregation  (which  was  generally  very  nu- 
merous) to  turn  to  their  Bibles,  and  double  down  that 
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text.  "  Now,  (added  he)  my  dear  brethren,  if  you  for- 
get my  fermon,  you  cannot  forget  GOD's  word  in  this 
text,  unlefs  you  wilfully  throw  your  Bibles  afide.  Shew 
thefe  to  your  children,  or  the  abfent  part  of  your  family, 
when  you  return  borne."  Then  he  gave  a  ftriking  exhor- 
tation, and  at  the  end  of  it  another  text  for  them  to 
double  down ;  fo  that  they  had  always  three  texts ;  in 
order  to  their  finding  of  which,  he  paufed  in  the  pulpit 
two  or  three  minutes.  This  method  was  attended  with 
another  good  effect ;  it  obliged  the  generality  to  bring 
their  Bibles  along  with  them  ;  for  thole,  who  were  with- 
out a  Bible,  loft  the  benefit  of  the  texts,  and  were  unem- 
ployed, while  the  majority,  who  had  their's,  were  bufy  in 
looking  for  the  paffages  referred  to  in  his  fermon. 

He  endeavored  as  much  as  poflible  to  diveft  himfelf  in 
his  public  difcourfes  of  hisufual  luxuriancy  of  ftyle,  and 
to  adapt  his  language  to  the  loweft  capacity.  In  this  he 
followed  the  example  of  Luther,  of  whom  it  is  reported  he 
fhould  fay,  "  If  in  my  preaching  I  were  to  pay  a  regard 
to  Philip  Afelanflhon  and  other  learned  divines,  then  I  mould 
do  little  good.  I  preach  in  the  plaineft  manner  to  the  illi- 
terate, and  that  gives  content  to  all.  Hebrew,  Greek,  and 
Latin,  I  fpare  till  the  learned  ones  come  together."  Mr. 
Hcrvey  thought  perfpicuous  language  and  evangelical  doc- 
trines of  much  more  importance  to  his  pariftiioners,  than 
elaborate  or  ornamental  difcourfes;  though  few  men  living, 
perhaps,  were  more  capable  of  fatisfying  a  polite  or 
learned  audience. 

His  method  of  catechizing  children  in  church,  and  of 
fpeaking  to  them  in  private,  was  very  engaging  and  ufeful. 
He  put  little  queftions  to  them,  after  they  had  repeated  the 
words  of  the  catechifm  ;  as  for  inftance,  "  Well,  my 
little  maid,  let  me  hear  if  you  undcrftand  what  you  faid. 
If  you  do  underftand  the  meaning  of  thefe  words,  you 
will  then  be  able  to  anfwer  the  queftions  I  fhall  put  to 
you  He  would  at  thefe  times  afk  not  only  fuch  quef- 
tions as  were  fuitable  to  the  words  of  the  catechifm,  but 
alfo  fuch  as  would  ftrike  at  the  capital  vices  of  his  pa- 
riftiioners, yet  without  giving  perfonal  offence  f. 

He 

•  For  fome  farther  account  of  his  manner  of  catechizing,  fee  his 
"  fixty  firft  Letter." 

i  Some  of  his  parifhioners  having  lain  in  bed  on  a  Sunday  morning 
longer  than  he  approved,— and  others  having  been  bufy  in  foddering  % 
their  cattle  when  he  was  coming  to  church,  and  fevcral  having  fre- 
quented the  alchoufe,  he  thus  catechized  one  of  the  children  bei'ore 
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He  did  not  forget  that  he  was  a  minifVer  in  his  own 
houie;  for  he  worshipped  GO!)  with  his  family  twice  a- 
dav.  He  flipped  at  eight  every  night,  and  at  nine  he  ex- 
pounded a  text  of  fcripturc  tor  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
and  feldom  longer,  except  when  fome  friend  was  prcfent, 
to  whom  he  thought  his  difcourfe  might  be  ufeful,  or  when 
particularly  requeued  to  enlarge.  After  this  he  concluded 
with  prayer. 

He  break  failed  at  nine,  and  about  eight  he  called  his 
family  together,  and  required  each  of  his  fervantsto  repeat 
by  heart  the  text  which  he  had  explained  the  preceding 
evening,  and  then  he  would  recapitulate  his  expolition : 
By  which  method,  both  his  text  and  commentary  were 
imprinted  on  their  memories.    After  this  he  had  prayers. 

In  the  afternoon,  when  he  was  called  down  to  tea,  he 
ufed  to  bring  his  Hebrew  Bible  or  Greek  Teftament  with 
him,  and  would  fpeak  (as  he  was  ever  ftudious  how  he 
might  promote  the  glory  of  GOD,  and  improve  time) 
either  upon  one  or  more  verfes,  as  occafion  offered,  in  the 
mofc  inftruc~tive  and  entertaining  manner.  And  in  the 
fummer-feafon  he  would  now  and  then  drink  tea,  when  his 
health  would  permit  him,  with  fome  of  his  moll  ferious 
pariflaioners  ;  and  then  five  or  fix  of  the  neighbors  were 
invitee!,  and  Mr.  Hervcys  converfation  was  remarkably 
affecTing,  as  he  had  a  happy  talent  at  fpiritualizrng  almoit 
every  incident,  and  was  naturally  of  a  moll  obliging  an4 
chearful  difpofition. 

He  was  a  member  of  an  aflembly  formed  for  chriftian 
improvement,  which  was  eftablimcd  in  his  neighborhood 
on  the  7th  of  July  1 747>  and  conflantly  attended  it  fo 
long  as  he  was  able  to  ride  to  the  place  of  meeting.  A 
flaort  account  of  the  rules  of  this  aflembly  is  given  at  the 

end 

the  congregation  :  "  Renc.it  me  the  fourth  commandment — Now, 
lit  tie-  man,  do  you  underltand  the  meaning  of  this  commandment?" 
— Yes  fcir. — u  Then,  if  you  do,  you  will  be  able  to  an'wer  me  thefe 
quoi'tionj.—  Do  thole  keep  holy  the  Sabbatb-tiay,  who  lie  in  bed  till 
ei:,i't  or  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  t  lead  of  riling  to  fay  their 
pr:ivcri  :\\va  r;ad  the  bible  V  No,  Sir. — "  Do  thole  keep  the  Sabbatb 
\.h(j  i^il.ici'  ?!uir  cattle,  w!icn  other  people  are  going  to  church  ?** 
N«>,  Sir. — Does  GOD  almi-'trv  bleis  fetch  people  as  go  to  ale- 
IumiU  ;,  an-.l  d^u'l  mind  the  inl'.n.e^ons  of  their  miniiter  ?"  No,  Sir. — 
**  Don  t  th  jie,  who  love  oCD,  re.d  the  b.Me  to  their  families,  parti- 
cularly on  S:iUr<y  evening.;,  u>  d  have  prayers  every  morning  and 
n.:ht  in  trvir  hou  e->>'  Vts,  ^ir. — A  great  variety  of  futh  ptrti- 
iu -nr  and  funiliar  cue.ticms  re  y.ould  frequently  atk  in  the  molt  cn- 
gaj;i'UT  "  --:,.:^r,  011  e\ery  ;,,rt  of  the  cnttchif.n,  as  he  thought  molt 
t'_-:iducivc  to  the  imurovlnK  i.t  and  edification  of  his  parilh. 
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end  of  his  "  Tra£ts,"  together  vvitli  two  prayers  compofed 
py  him  for  the  ufe  of  the  members  thereof. 

In  the  exercifc  of  his  charity,  Mr.  Heruey  chofe  to 
clothe  the  poor  rather  than  to  give  them  money  ;  and  he 
would  get  fome  judicious  pcrlbn  to  buy  linen,  coarfe 
cloth,  uockmgs,  Ihoes,  tsfc.  for  them  at  the  belt  hand  ; 
alleging  that  the  poor  could  not  purchafe_on  fuch  good 
terms  what  they  wanted  at  the  little  ihops,  and  with  lmall 
fums  of  money.  "  1  am  (laid  he)  GOD's  Reward  lor 
the  poor,  and  I  muft  hufband  the  little  pittance  I  have  to 
bellow  upon  them,  and  make  it  go  as  far  as  poflible."  But 
when  money  would  be  really  ierviceable  to  a  family,  as  to 
a  prudent  houfekeeper,  dirt  relied  by  fickneis  or  misfor- 
tunes, he  would  give  five  or  more  guineas  at  a  time; 
taking  care  that  it  mould  not  he  known  whence  the  money 
came.  Popes  compliment  to  Mr.  Allen  of  Bath,  might 
be  jultly  applied  to  him,  who  would 

Do  good  by  Jlealth,  and  blujh  to  find  it  fame* 

He  was  particularly  defirous  of  getting  the  advice  of  a, 
phyiician  (or  at  leafr.  fome  judicious  apothecary)  for  the 
fick  poor;  and  was  ever  ready  to  procure  them  the  very 
belt  medicines. —  A  moll  beneficial  fort  of  charity  to 
mankind;  and  in  which  it  were  to  be  wifhed  he  had  many 
imitators. — He  would  frequently  petition  fuch  phyficians 
of  his  acquaintance  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  as 
he  apprehended  thus  charitably  difpofed,  to  give  their  ad- 
vice occafionally,  when  they  rode  through  a  town,  to  fuch 
poor  creatures  as  the  clergyman  of  the  place,  or  fome  fub- 
flantial  inhabitants,  mould  recommend  as  real  objects  of 
compafhon. — Mr.  Hervey  would  then  with  great  pleaiure, 
and  with  as  much  gratitude  to  the  phyfician,  as  if  done  to 
himfelf,  defray  the  expence  of  what  medicines  were 
wanted.  He  greatly  difapproved  indeed  of  the  clergv*s 
attempting  to  give  medicines  to  their  parifhioners  ;  as  he 
judicioufly  inferred,  that  it  was  impofnble  for  them  to  do 
it  with  the  requifite  judgement.  "  Let  my  brethren, 
(he  would  fay)  give  them  wine,  bread,  or  beer,  and  get 
good  fpoon-meats  made  for  them  ;  but  medicines  are  of 
too  important  a  nature  to.  be  given  indiscriminately."  He 
obferved,  that,  by  his  own  method,  the  Tick  poor  had  the 
very  beft  medicines,  as  the  phytician  faw  them  himfelf, 
and  bought  them  very  cheap ;  becaufe  the  apothecary, 
knowing  they  were  for  charitable  ufes,  charged  the  phy- 
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and  as  the  phyfician  knew  what  difeafes  were  curable, 
there  was  no  wafte  of  medicines  in  fruitlefs  attempts  to 
cure  cafes,  which,  though  actually  incurable,  perfons  of 
lefs  judgement  could  not  pronounce  to  be  fo. 

He  gave  away  a  great  number  of  good  books,  with 
fuitable  initiuctions  for  their  ufe  ;  and  efpecially  Bibles. 
In  the  blank  leaf  he  frequently  wrote  fomething  capable 
of  making  an  imprefiion,  or  elfe  ftuck  in  a  printed  paper 
relating  to  the  promifes  of  GOD,  in  and  through  Jefus 
Cbri/i,  or  to  creation,  prefervation,  and  redemption  *. 

All  the  future  profits  of  his  works  he  has  left  to  forae 
of  the  charitable  ufes  above  fpecified,  except  his  "  Me- 
ditations ;"  the  copy  of  which  he  had  fold,  after  it  had 
palTed  through  feveral  editions ;  which  fale  of  the  copy, 
and  the  profits  of  the  former  impreffions,  amounted  to 
about  fevcn  hundred  pounds ;  all  which  he  gave  away  in 
charity.  He  faid,  that  it  was  devoted  to  GOD,  and  that 
he  would  on  no  account  apply  it  to  worldly  ufes ;  that  he 
wrote  not  for  profit  or  fame,  but  to  ferve  the  caufe  of 
GOD ;  and  as  Providence  had  blefTed  his  attempt,  he 
thought  himfelf  bound  to  relieve  the  diftrefTes  of  his  fel- 
low-creatures with  it. 

In  any  expence  relating  to  himfelf,  he  was  extremely 
frugal,  that  he  might  be  liberal  to  others ;  and  it  was 
always  his  defire  to  die  jufl  even  with  the  world.  "  I 
will  be  my  own  executor,"  faid  he.  And  as  he  died  on 
Chrifimas-day,  his  fund  expired  almoft  with  his  life.  What 
little  remained,  he  defired  might  be  given  in  warmcloath- 
ing  to  the  poor  in  that  fevere  feafon. 

In  learning  he  was  inferior  to  few.  Greek  was  almoitas 
familiar  to  him  as  his  native  language.  He  was  a  great 
mailer  of  the  dallies;  and  in  the  younger  part  of  his  life 
had  written  fome  copies  of  verfes,  which  fhewed  no  con- 
temptible genius  for  poetry.  He  had  a  critical  knowledge 
of  the  Hebrew  tongue,  and  delighted  in  it.  With  refpedt 
to  his  private  capacity,  he  was  never  known  to  be  in  a 
paflion.  No  worldly  concerns  (though  he  fometimes  met, 
with  very  trying  ones)  ever  affected  him.  His  humility 
rendered  him  invulnerable. — When  he  was  mi  (represented 
and  calumniated,  he  would  fay,  "  Our  enemies  are  fome- 
times our  belt  friends,  and  tell  us  truths  ;  and  then  we 
fhould  amend  our  faults,  and  be  thankful  for  fuch  infor- 
mation :  And  if  what  they  fay  be  not  true,  and  only  fpoke 
through  malice,  then  fuch  perfons  are  to  be  confidered  as 

"  difeafed 

•  Sec  a  copy  of  this  printed  paper  among  his  ««  Trafls.'' 
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difeafed  in  their  minds,  and  that  he  would  pray  for  them. 
They  are  to  be  pitied,  fays  he,  and  I  might  as  juilly  be 
angry  with  a  man,  who  is  d  ilea  fed  in  body."  In  his  ordi- 
nary tranfactions  with  others,  he  was  ever  chearful,  punc- 
tual, juft,  and  candid,  to  pcribns  of  every  denomination. 
He  frequently  wrote  religious  letters  to  his  acquaintance 
according  to  their  different  circumftances,  in  the  moll 
amiable  and  convincing  manner. 

The  reverend  Mr.  Romainey  in  an  excellent  fcrmou 
preached  upon  his  death,  fays  of  Mr.  Hervey,  '  That  he 
had  an  excellency,  which  he  never  favv  in  fo  great  a  degree 
in  any  other  perfon.  Mr.  Hervey  never  let  an  opportunity 
flip  of  fpeaking  of  the  love  of  Chri/l.  He  would  take 
occafion  from  the  moft  common  incident,  and  yet  it 
would  not  appear  forced  ;  for  he  had  a  wonderful  talent  of 
fpiritualizing  and  improving  things.  This  heart-love  to 
GOD  appeared  evidently  in  every  part  of  his  character. 
As  a  minifter,  his  faith  wrought  in  love  to  the  fouls  of 
men  in  all  the  olRces  of  his  function.  He  did  not  forget 
that  he  was  a  minifter  in  his  own  houfe  ;  for  he  called  his 
family  together  twice  a  day  to  ferve  GOD.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  fociety,  his  faith  wrought  abundantly  hv  love  to 
his  neighbour:  for  he  was  full  of  rood  works.  His  cha- 
rities  to  the  poor  were  very  large;  and  that  he  might  be 
liberal  to  them,  he  was  very  frugal  in  his  own  expences, 
Mr.  Hervey  walked  clofe  after  Chr\Jly  and  found  that  the 
belief  of  Chrljfs  righteoufnefs  being  imputed  to  him  for 
his  j unification,  was  fo  far  from  being  a  licentious  doc- 
trine, that  it  infpired  him  with  the  nobieft  motives  to  a 
grateful  obedience  :  His  holy  life  was  an  excellent  recom- 
mendation of  his  principles.  GOD  had  enriched  him  with 
great  gifts,  and  with  great  graces,  and  had  made  him 
humble  ;  for  he  was  humbled  by  the  power  of  grace.  He 
had  been  a  very  vain  proud  young  man,  but  the  prace  of 
GOD  emptied  him  of  pride  and  felf,  and  clothed  him 
with  humility.  Having  put  on  Chr[/}y  he  had  put  on  with 
him  the  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirit ;  which,  ap- 
peared in  his  great  patience  and  resignation  to  the  will  of 
GOD.' 

Some  have,  with  abfurdity  enough,  objected  to  Mr. 
Jiervcy  what  they  are  plcafed  to  call  Caljimfm,  forgetting 
or  not  obferving,  that  all  the  doctrines  of  free  grace,  fer- 
vently preached  by  Calvin ,  and  therefore  meant  to  be 
abufe'd  by  his  name,  are  the  doctrines  of  the  church  of 
£ng/and,  which  every  m'm'ijier  of  that  church  is  bound  to 
pbfcrye  and  teach  upon  Oath,    Hence,  if  he  omit  to 

preach 
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preach  them,  and  much  more  if  he  dare  to  preach  contrary 
to  them,  he  is  not  only  a  doclrinal  Dijpnter  from  that 
church,  but  an  impiou/Jy  perjured  per/on  in  the  fight  of 
GOD  and  man.  Our  DiiTenters  in  general  have  had  but 
too  much  reafon  to  fay,  '  that  they  have  kept  our  own 
articles  for  us  ;*  and  to  the  honor  of  many  among  them 
it  muft  he  added,  that  they  have  adorned  the  doctrines  too 
by  their  lives  and  writings,  as  fome  accounts  in  thefe  vo- 
lumes do  evidently  teftify  and  confirm.  Indeed,  it  is  in 
vain  to  expect  vital  religion  upon  falfe  principles,  or  holi- 
nefs  of  heart  and  life  from  unfound  opinions.  Men  do  not 
gather  grapes  of  thorns,  nor  figs  of  thifiles. 

Mr.  Henry  hath  alfo  been  thought  to  verge  too  nearly 
to  Jntinomianifm.  But  he  was  far  from  being  an  Anti- 
nomian.  His  writings  every  where  fhew,  the  neceffary 
agency  of  the  holy  Spirit  to  lead  the  heart  to  Chrifi,  and 
to  keep  it  holy  through  Chrifi.  He  disclaimed  the  boaAed 
powers  of  fallen  nature,  and  would  know  nothing  but 
Jesus  Christ,  as  the  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fanclification 
and  redemption,  of  all  the  people  of  GOD.  Candid  un- 
doubtedly he  was,  in  the  higheft  degree ;  and  his  candor, 
upon  fome  occafions,  as  is  ufually  the  cafe  with  minds  like 
his,  might  lead  him  to  think  better  of  fome  men  and  of 
their  views  and  profeflions,  than  they  deferved.  He 
feemed  much  of  the  fame  temper  with  the  apoftle ;  not- 
withjlanding  every  way,  whether  in  pretence,  or  in  truth, 
Christ  is  preached;  and  I  therein  do  rejoice,  yea,  and 
will  rejoice.  His  amiable  fpirit  led  him  to  think  well,  and 
his  chriftian  fpirit  to  do  well,  with  refpecH  to  all  men. 

His  writings  afford  a  biting  and  indifputahle  proof  of 
his  grace  and  abilities.  Theie  were  given  him  for  the 
life  of  the  church  of  GOD:  and  thev  were  laid  out  for 
that  end.  His  itylehas  been  much  admired.  It  muft  be 
owned,  that  there  is  much  of  brilliancy  and  floridnefs  in 
all  his  compofitions  :  But  perfons  of  refined  tafte  have 
expreiTed  thcmfelvcs  much  !efs  fatisfied  with  his  language- 
than  his  thoughts.  The  nervous,  chafte  and  manly  ftyle 
of  the  antient  dailies  he  certainly  has  not  copied  ;  but  ra- 
ther that  labored  attention  to  words  and  turns,  which  has 
been  objected  to  in  Seneca,  Auftir.,  and  others.  However, 
this  is  but  of  fmall  importance,  compared  with  the  hea- 
venly truths  he  delivered,  and  the  feraphic  ardor  with 
which  he  has  delivered  them.  The  cafket  indeed  is  bril- 
liant, and  carefully  brilliant;  but  'tis  the  jewel  within, 
that  renders  the  whole  invaluable. 

His 
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His  Works.  "  I.  Meditations  and  Contemplations  ; 
in  two  volumes.  Thefe  had  a  prodigious  lale,  and  have 
been  much  blefledto  all  ranks  among  us.  11.  Thcron  and 
yffpajto ;  in  three  volumes.  Thefe  contain  dialogues  upon 
many  divine  truths,  and  particularly  upon  juftification  by 
the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  III.  A  Collection 
of  his  Letters  ;  in  two  volumes,  publifhed  after  his  death. 
Thefe  are  eminently  pious  and  valuable,  and  throw  great 
light  upon  thecourfe  of  his  life.  IV.  Sermons  and  reli- 
gious Traces  ;  comprized  in  one  fmall  volume.  V.  Eleven 
Letters  to  the  reverend  Mr.  John  Wejley  ;  in  anfwer  to  his 
Remarks  upon  Therm  and  Afpafio.  1  hefe  are  highly  ex- 
cellent, and  {hew  the  mild  and  gracious  fpirit  of  their  Au- 
thor under  an  attack,  that  does  but  too  little  honor  to 
him  that  made  it.  VI.  Letters  to  Lady  Frances  Shirley  ; 
in  one  fmall  volume;  with  a  recommendatory  preface  by 
the  reverend  Mr.  Romaine.  VII.  Three  Pofihumous 
Sermons,  publifhed  by  the  reverend  Mr.  Toplady.  And 
VI II.  Sermons  on  the  Trinity,  Repentance,  Scriptures, 
and  the  Love  of  GOD,  publilhed  from  his  Manuscripts, 
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GRIFFITH  JONES. 

MR.  TONES  was  born  in  the  parifii  of  Kilrediny 
in  the  county  of  Carmarthen  ;  and  defcended  from  a 
religious  and  reputable  family.  A  thirft  for  learning, 
joined  with  a  quickncfs  of  genius,  engaged  him  in  an  early 
and  fuccefsful  application  to  ftudy.  Having  fpent  fome 
time  at  a  country  fchool,  his  mother  (for  he  loft  his  fa- 
ther when  very  young)  put  him  under  the  care  of  an 
eminent  claflical  mafter,  who  then  prefided  in  the  Gram- 
mar-fchool  at  Carmarthen.  Mr.  Jones  made  great  profi- 
ciency in  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages,  and  in  other 
branches  of  learning  :  Though  he  labored,  at  that  time, 
under  the  great  difadvantage  of  a  very  weak  conftitution 
of  body.  From  his  youth  up,  his  turn  of  mind  had  been 
extremely  ferious  :  And  he  was  often  obferved  to  retire 
from  thofe  pleafures  and  amufements,  which  ufually  en- 
chant the  younger  part  of  mankind.  His  inclination 
flrongly  difpofed  him  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry  ;  though 
he  always  confulered  the  office  as  unutterably  weighty, 
and  of  the  laft  importance.    He  received  deacon's  orders, 

from 


Digitized  by  GooqIc 


334  G.   J  O  N  E  S. 

from  the  learned  bi/hop  Bull,  on  Sept  an  her  19,  1708;  and 
was  ordained  prieft,  September  25,  1 709,  by  the  fame  pre- 
late :  Of  whom  Mr.  Jones  always  fpoke  with  the  highefl 
elteem  ;  and  from  whom  he  received  fome  advices  and 
cautions,  which  were  always  recent  in  his  mind.  He  was 
preferred  to  the  rectory  of  Llandowror  by  the  late  Sir  John 
Philips,  of  Pifion-Cajllcy  baronet:  Who  honored  Mr. 
Jones  with  an  intimate  friendfliip,  till  the  day  of  his 
death.  This  promotion  was  given  him  by  Sir^^n,  entirely 
on  account  of  his  learning  and  piety,  without  folicitations 
from  Mr.  Jones  himfelf,  or  from  any  of  his  friends. 

After  fome  time,  the  fociety  for  propagating  the  gofpel 
in  foreign  parts,  fixed  on  him  as  a  perfon  admirably  qua- 
lified to  be  fent  as  a  miflionary  amongft  the  Indians ;  and 
he  was  earneftly  folicited  by  the  fociety  to  undertake  the 
charge,  as  appears  by  feveral  letters  yet  extant.  He  gave 
his  content ;  and  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  ftudies  neceflary 
to  fit  him  for  that  work.  But  Divine  Providence  ordered 
things  othcrwife.  Mr.  Jones's  ufefulnefs  lay  in  his  own 
country ;  and  Wales  was  not  to  be  deprived  of  fo  eminent  a 
minifter,  whofe  labors  proved  fo  great  a  bleffing  to  it.  Di- 
vinity was  the  grand  itudy  of  his  life.  As  he  had  ftrong 
intellectual  abilities,  and  a  very  tenacious  memory ;  by  a  clofe 
and  diligent  application,  he  became  well  verfed  in  the  writ- 
ings of  the  moft  eminent  Englijh  and  foreign  divines.  This 
circumflance  contributed  much  to  form  and  improve  his 
ftyle.  His  fermons  were  well  compofed  and  digeited.  He 
entered  into  the  very  heart  of  whatever  fubject  he  under- 
took. His  divifions  were  obvious  and  perfpicuous  :  His 
deductions,  natural :  His  matter,  folid,  lively,  flriking, 
and  judicious.  Thefe  advantages,  fet  off  by  an  agreeable 
delivery,  a  mufical  voice,  and  a  proper  action,  foon  made 
him  famous  as  a  preacher ;  and  great  multitudes  flocked  to 
hear  him  wherever  he  went.  In  reading  the  church-fer- 
vice,  he  was  devout  and  pathetic,  without  affectation.  He 
did  not  hurry  the  prayers  over,  as  is  too  often  the  cafe, 
with  precipitancv  and  careleffnefs ;  but  had  a  facred  awe 
upon  his  mind  :  Ever  remembering,  that  he  was  addrefling 
himfelf  not  to  man,  but  to  GOD,  who  trieth  the  reins 
and  the  heart.  Heobforved  the  flops  and  paufes,  with  fo 
great  judgement ;  and  pronounced  his  words,  with  fo 
grave  and  plealing  an  accent ;  that  he  generally  engaged 
the  attention  of  all  who  heard  him.  Even  the  uncon- 
verted feemed  to  feel  fomewhat  of  the  energy  with  which 
he  fpake.  When  he  afcended  the  pulpit,  it  was  with  re- 
verence and  holy  fear.    His  prayer  was  fervent.    He  had 
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an  unafTuming  folemnity  and  ferioufnefs  in  his  coun- 
tenance, fweetened  with  all  the  meeknefs  of  charity  and 
love.  His  pronunciation  and  manner  of  fpeaking,  in  the 
beginning,  were  gentle  and  eafy.  In  the  explication  of 
his  text,  or  of  any  divine  truth,  he  was  clear  and  perti- 
nent. As  he  advanced,  his  Subject  fired  him  more  and 
more.  One  while  he  glowed  with  ardent  love  to  his  fel- 
low-faints and  fellow  finners  :  Anon,  he  flamed  with 
holy  indignation  againft  all  ungodlinefs  and  unrighteouf- 
nefs  of  men  :  Then  melted  into  tendernefs  and  grief,  left 
the  means  of  grace  might  not  be  rendered  effectual  to  his 
hearers.  On  thefe  occafions,  every  feature,  and  every 
nerve,  feemed  intenfely  animated.  There  was  a  noble 
pomp  in  his  defcriptions,  clearnefs  and  ftrength  in  his 
reafonings.  His  appeals  to  confcience  were  clofe  and 
pointed.  A  furprifing  force  and  abruptnefs  fharpened  his 
interrogations.  A  facred  pathos  diftinguifhed  his  addrefr. 
He  fpoke  naturally  ;  f(Jr  he  fpoke  feelingly.  Every  thing 
he  uttered,  bore  that  (lamp  of  fincerity,  which  art  may 
mimic,  but  cannot  reach.  In  refuting,  remonft  rating, 
and  reproving,  he  aflumed  the  tone  of  conviction  and  ma- 
jeftic  authority  :  But  when  he  came  to  the  application,  he 
gave  way  to  a  Hill  fuperior  burft  of  religious  vehemence, 
which,  like  the  impetus  of  an  irrefiftible  torrent,  mightily 
carried  all  before  him.  Great  was  the  power  of  the  Di- 
vine Spirit  that  accompanied  the  word.  The  prayerlefs 
cried  for  mercy  ;  and  the  ignorant  were  made  wife  unto 
falvation.  He  warmly  invited  the  poor  to  become  fpiritu- 
ally  rich  ;  the  indigent  and  guilty,  to  accept  of  pardon. 

He  enforced  the  neceflity  of  doing  good  works,  and 
at  the  fame  time  difplayed  the  madnefs  and  impie- 
ty of  trufting  in  them.  Chrljl  was  all  to  him ;  and 
it  was  his  greateft  delight  to  publifh  and  exalt  the  un- 
searchable riches  of  his  Redeemer's  righteoufnefs.  Nor 
was  his  devotion  confined  to  the  pulpit.  As  he  had  a  full 
and  deep  conviction  of  human  depravity  and  inability,  ac- 
companied with  a  thorough  perfuafion  of  the  divine  all— 
Sufficiency  ;  this  induced  him  to  be  frequent  and  earneft 
in  cloSet-prayer.  Moreover,  he  thought  it  his  incumbent 
duty,  wherever  he  flayed,  (like  the  pious  patriarchs  of 
old,)  to  build  an  altar  unto  the  Lord,  in  the  family  ;  and 
to  offer  up  Spiritual  Sacrifices,  acceptable  to  GOD, 
through  Chr  'ijl  Jefus.  His  conftant  method,  morning  and 
evening,  was,  to  call  his  domeftics  together:  And  his 
neighbors  were  welcome  to  come  and  join  with  him. 
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Amongft  the  people  committed  to  his  care,  his  deporN 
liient  was  courteous  :  He  would  /loop,  with  the  utmoft 
chearfulnefs,  to  the  lowcil  among  U  them;  and  carried  the 
fpirit  of  his  fermons  into  liis  ordinary  converfation.  He 
maintained  an  uniform,  a  liable  gravity  of  behavior  ;  with- 
out fullering  his  temper,  either  to  ftirfen  into  morofenefs, 
or  to  evaporate  into  levity.  He  was  chearful,  but  not 
iighr;  ferious,  but  not  fad.  It  was  his  conftant  bufinefs 
and  daily  endeavors  to  fet  forward  the  falvation  of  his 
flock.  As  he  had  frequent  invitations,  to  preach  in  other 
churches,  befides  his  own;  he  would  willingly  comply  : 
And  he  often  bent  his  courfeto  fuch  parts  of  the  country, 
as  abounded  with  much  ignorance  ;  where  he  would  moll 
familiarly  addrefs  himfelf  to  the  uninformed,  and  adapt 
his  ftyle  to  the  lowcft  capacity  among  them.  He  earneftly 
inculcated  the  whole  truth  ot  thegofpel,  in  the  courfe  of 
his  mini  Orations.  Let  any  of  thofe  truths  be  ever  fo  dif- 
agreeable  to  the  prejudices  of  fome,  or  ever  fo  contrary 
to  the  worldly  intereft  or  inclinations  of  others,  they 
were  fure  not  to  hear  a  tittle  fupprerTed.  He  endeavored, 
indeed,  to  fhew  the  gofpelfyftem  in  as  lovely  a  light  as  he 
could  :  But  no  coniideration  could  prevail  upon  him  to 
conceal  or  difguife,  much  lefs  to  ftifle  or  keep  back,  any 
part  of  it.  Like  a  wife  and  tender  phyfician,  he  diligently 
and  minutely  inquired  Into  the  ftate  of  his  people's  fouls: 
As,  whether  they  were  competently  acquainted  with  the 
way  of  falvation ;  and  whether  the  grace  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  had  put  them  into  that  way.  He  was,  likewife,  an 
able  cafuift,  to  reiolve  the  doubts  of  tempted  fouls,  and 
to  encourage  the  hopes  of  the  defponding.  He  would 
often  inculcate  the  necefTity  ot  family-worfhip ;  and  ear- 
neftly exhorted  the  heads  of  families,  to  catechrze  their 
children  and  fervants.  He  entreated  them,  not  to  neglect 
clolet  devotion :  And  warned  them  carefully,  againft 
fquandcring  away  the  LordVday,  in  impertinent  vifits, 
idle  char,  or  foolifh  jefting.  And,  when  he  found  any 
guilty  in  thefe  matters,  he  would  not  fpeak  againft  them 
in  their  abfencc ;  but,  whether  they  were  rich  or  poor, 
whether  they  were  pleafed  or  difpleafed,  he  bore  in  his 
mind  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  and fiewed  his  people 
their  trail  far  c Jinn,  end  the  hrafe  of  Jacob  their  fins.  He 
would  tell  them,  with  tendcrnefs,  and  yet  with  plainnefs, 
that  fuchcourfes  were  a  lad  and  fure  proof,  that  grace  had 
nor  it's  proper  work  on  their  fouls  :  That  they  were  car- 
nal, and  had  not  the  Spirit  of  Cbrljl*    He  was  a  conftant 
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infpedtor  of  their  acYions  ;  a  faithful  monitor  of  their 
duty;  and  an  impartial  reprover  of  their  offences. 

To  improve  the  minds  of  thole  with  whom  he  con- 
Verfed,  was  another  of  his  remarkable  qualities.  Few 
were  better  furnifhed,  either  with  richnefs  of  fancy,  depth 
of  thought,  or  copioufnefs  of  expreffion,  to  bear  a  ihining 
part  in  converfation.  With  thefe  talents,  he  always  en- 
deavored to  give  fome  ufeful  and  religious  turn  to  thedif- 
courfe.  He  had  the  amiable  art  of  making  an  heavenly 
ufe  of  earthly  things.  His  divine  Mailer  fent  diiciples  (men 
ordained  to  teach  the  univerfe),  to  learn  maxims  of  wif- 
dom  from  the  birds  of  the  air;  fo  he  made  common  occur- 
rences to  be  monitors  to  inltrudl  his  friends;  and  glad  he 
was,  very  glad,  to  have  an  opportunity  of  glorifying  his 
Maker,  and  to  awaken  in  himfelf  and  others  a  more  lively 
fpirit  of  devotion.  He  had  always  a  particular  plcalure 
and  delight  in  fpeaking  of,  and  hearing  others  recommend, 
the  love  of  Chrifl.  He  feemed  as  if  he  had  made  that  paf- 
iage  of  St  Augujlin  his  motto;  who  fa  id,  Si  fcribas,  non 
placet  mihi  nifi  legnm  Jefum;  Ji  confer as,  non  fapit  mi  hi,  niji 
fonueris  ibi  Jefum  ;  quia  jefus  eft  in  ore  meo  mcl,  in  aure  me!os9 
in  cordc  jubilum.  '  I  am  neither  pleafed  with  thole  writ- 
ings, nor  yet  with  that  converfation,  in  which  I  find  not 
a  favor  of  the  name  of  Jefus:  For  he  is  as. honey  to  my 
mouth,  mufic  to  my  ears,  and  joy  to  my  heart.*  To  lay 
plans  and  fchemes  for  the  good  of  others,  was  his  frequent 
ftudy  ;  and  to  carry  thofe  beneficial  contrivances  into  ex- 
ecution, was  his  favorite  employ.  He  was  very  diligent 
in  procuring  fubferiptions  for  the  fupport  of  circulating 
Wcljh  free-fchools,  to  teach  poor  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, to  read  their  native  language;  under  whofe  care  and 
management  they  were  carried  on  for  near  thirty  years. 
In  thefe  fchools,  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  fitty-eight 
•  thoufand  two  hundred  and  thirty-feven  poor  ignorant 
perfons  have  been  taught  to  read ;  who,  in  all  proba- 
bility, would  have  died  in  ignorance,  had  it  not  been 
for  this  ufeful  inftitution*.  Great  care  was  likewife 
taken  to  catechize  and  inftru&  the  young  people,  who 
were  taught  in  thefe  fchools,  in  the  principles  of  the  chrii- 

*  If  the  reader  has  a  defire  to  fee  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  thefe  ufe- 
ful (eminaries  of  chrilfcian  knowledge,  he  will  find  a  full  and  copious 
account  of  them  in  the  reverend  Mr.  Jones'*  yearly  accounts,  enti- 
tled, "  Welih  Piety,"  which  were  publilhed  four-and-twenty  year* 
fucceflively.  Although  the  fubjett  matter  of  thefe  papers  carry  in 
them  a  coincidence  of  ideas,  yet  there  is  a  beautiful  variety,  and  a 
pleafing  diverfity  running  through  the  whole  j  which,  at  the  lame 
time  as  they  afford  entertainment  to  the  religious  Reader,  difcover  the 
rich  talents  of  the  pious  Author. 
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tian  religion.  He  having  applied  to  the  fociety  for  pro* 
moting  chrilUan  knowledge,  of  which  he  was  a  corre- 
fponding  member;  that  body  caufed  to  be  printed  two  large 
editions  of  the  IVelJb  Bible  of  fifteen  thoufand  copies 
each,  which  were  fold  very  cheap  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor  in  Wales.  He  likewife  compofed  and  published  feveral 
excellent  and  inftru&ive  books  in  the  Brit'ijh  language,  and 
feveral  in  Englljh ;  and  left  fome  pieces  in  manufcript, 
which  have  not  yet  been  pub] idled. 

He  was  very  charitable  to  the  poor ;  and  his  unwearied 
endeavors  to  alleviate  their  diilrefTes,  will  render  his  me- 
mory juftly  dear  to  them.  He  not  only  fed  and  cloathed 
them  in  confiderable  numbers;  but  was  likewife  a  phyfi- 
cian  to  their  bodies,  as  well  as  to  their  fouls.  He  had  by 
long  ftudy  arrived  at  a  great  proficiency  in  medicine ;  and 
had  large  quantities  of  drugs  fent  him  from  London,  which 
he  made  up  and  difpenfed  to  the  poor  gratis,  and,  through 
GOD's  bleffing,  with  remarkable  fuccefs.  And  when  he 
had  cured  any  of  his  country  people  of  their  bodily  dif- 
tempers,  and  thereby  gained  their  love  and  efteem,  he 
never  failed  to  take  that  opportunity  to  fecond  it  with  pa- 
thetic, judicious,  and  feafonable  advice;  ever  exhorting 
them  to  an  earned  care  for  their  immortal  fouls,  as  being 
of  much  greater  value  in  GOD's  fight  than  their  periiliing 
bodies.  He  was  a  diligent  obferver  of  Providence  :  He 
would  neglect  no  duty,  or  any  lawful  methods,  to  bring 
about  any  well  laid  plan  for  the  good  of  mankind ;  yet  he 
had  his  eye  upon  Him,  whofe  niperintending  providence 
over-rules  all  events.  There  were  feveral  young  gentle- 
men brought  up  under  his  care  for  the  work  of  the  mi- 
niftry,  fome  of  whom  are  now  eminent  and  ufeful  in  the 
church.  But  that  which  gave  a  genuine  iuftre  to  all  his 
other  endowments,  was  his  remarkable  and  uncommon  hu- 
mility. Though  his  friends  might  admire  his  fuperior 
abilities  and  his  exemplary  behavior,  great  ufefulnefs,  and 
inceflant  diligence;  yet  he  himfelf  faw  how  far  he  fell 
fhort  of  his  high  calling,  and  lamented  his  defects.  He 
renounced  felf  in  every  view  ;  was  ever  unconfeious  of 
his  own  mining  parts ;  defirous  to  improve,  even  by  the 
meaneft,  and  had  very  depreciating  thoughts  of  his  own 
performances.  He  fteadily  relied  for  final  acceptance, 
and  endlefs  felicity,  on  a  better  righteoufnefs  than  his 
own,  even  the  glorious  and  tranfeendently  perfect  righ- 
teoufnefs of  Jcfus  Chrtfl,  imputed  unto  him  for  his  justi- 
fication. This  was  the  rock  of  his  hope  and  the  crown 
of  his  rejoicing.    Under  affliction  and  bodily  pain  (of 
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which  he  had  a  great  fharc  all  his  life,)  he  was  very  fub- 
miffive  and  refigned ;  he  would  endure  torturing  pain 
without  murmuring  or  repining  :  He  bowed  and  kiued  the 
rod;  yea,  there  appeared  a  ferenity  in  him,  under  the 
preflures  of  the  deepeft  affliction.  As  his  joy  was  not  of 
this  world,  fo  no  temporal  calamity  could  take  it  from 
him.  He  was  likewiie  of  a  very  forgiving  temper.  He 
would  often  earnefMy  pray  for  his  enemies  (for  fome  fuch 
even  Mr.  Jones  had,  notwithstanding  his  piety  and  up- 
rightness,) who,  through  envy,  endeavored  to  afperfe  his 
character,  and  depreciate  his  labors.  He  was  poflefled  of 
the  fpirit  of  candor  and  love  in  a  high  degree.  Though, 
as  a  minifter  of  the  church  of  England^  he  had  a  fleady  at- 
tachment to  her  communion,  yet,  to  perfons  of  tender 
confcience,  diffenting  from  the  church,  he  allowed  the 
tight  of  private  judgement,  and  chearfully  embraced  all 
upright  and  pious  men  of  every  denomination,  being 
fully  fenfible,  that  all  the  godly  are  one  in  Chrtft  Jefus. 

His  gratitude  to  GOD  was  remarkable  for  divine  favors. 
The  following  paflage,  which  was  communicated  by  a 
worthy  clergyman,  who  was  intimately  acquainted  with. 
Mr.  Joncsy  and  made  him  a  vifit  a  few  weeks  before  he 
died,  is  a  fpecimen  of  his  grateful  fentiments. — '  Soon 
after  I  entered  the  room,  (fays  he)  and  inquired  after  his 
welfare ;  with  a  pleafing  countenance,  though  now  full  of 
age,  and  upon  the  brink  ojf  eternity,'  he  faid,  "  I  muft  bear 
witnefs  to  the  goodnefs  of  GOD.  Oh  !  how  wonderful 
is  the  love  of  GOD  to  me !  that  I  am  now,  even  now, 
free  from  that  troublefome  diftemper  the  afthma,  which  I 
was  fubject  to  in  my  younger  days,  that  I  could  not  walk 
the  length  of  this  room  but  with  the  greateft  difficulty. 
How  wonderful  is  the  love  of  GOD  to  me !  that  I  am 
not  blind,  as  I  was  for  three  weeks  in  my  childhood,  when 
I  had  the  lmall-pox  ;  and  that  I  am  not  a  blind  beggar 
going  from  door  to  door  !  How  wonderful  is  the  love  of 
GOD  !  that  I  have  fuch  a  good  friend  to  take  care  of  me, 
when  I  cannot  help  myfelf.  How  wonderful  is  the  love 
of  GOD  !  that  I  now  feel  but  little  pain,  and  that  I  am 
likely  to  go  to  my  grave  with  eafe.  How  wonderful  is 
the  mercy  of  GOD  !  that  I  can  clearly  fee  what  Chrijl  has 
done  ana  fuffered  for  me,  and  that  I  have  not  the  leaft 
doubt  of  my  intereft  in  my  almighty  Saviour.  The  grand 
enemy  of  k>uls  will  attempt  to  difturb  my  peace  and 
tranquillity;  but  bleffed  be  GOD  for  his  all-fufficient 
grace  !  How  wonderful  is  the  kindnefs  of  GOD  !  that 
the  natural  faculties  of  my  foul  are  now  as  ftrong  as  ever; 
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I  feel  only  a  little  decay  in  my  memory."— In  this  grateful 
ilrain  he  went  on  as  long  as  he  was  able  to  fpcak.  And  at 
another  time  he  faid,  — tk  Blefled  be  GOD,  his  comforts 
fill  my  foul  !"  He  enjoyed  much  of  a  delightful  frame, 
and  longing  expectation  of  his  everlafting  reit,  till  nature 
fainted,  and  the  tabernacle  of  clay  was  taken  down.  He 
departed  this  life  in  comfort  and  peace  on  the  eighth  day 
of  April,  1 761,  in  the  feventy-eighth  year  of  his  age,  at 
the  houfe  of  a  worthy  lady  [Mrs.  Bevan  of  Laugbarne]  in 
which  Mr.  Jones  had  been  for  fome  time  before  he  died. 

His  body  was  interred  at  his  own  parifh  church  of  Liad- 
dczcror.  His  funeral  was  very  folemn  ;  multitudes  of  poor 
and  difconfolate  people  teftihed  their  grief  by  their  looks, 
and  fried  abundance  of  tears  for  the  lofs  of  fo  good  a  man, 
in  whom  were  united  the  judicious  divine,  the  eminent 
preacher,  the  loving  paflor,  and  the  faithful  friend  ;  who 
had  labored  amongft  them  forty-five  years.  It  maybe  truly 
faid  of  him,  that  tew  lives  were  more  heavenly  and  ufeful, 
and  few  deaths  more  triumphant. 

His  Works.  The  following  are  the  titles  of  fome  of  Mr. 
Jones* s  printed  books,  in  Englijhy  viz.  "  I.  The  Platform 
of  Chriftianity  ;  being  an  Explanation  of  the  Thirty-nine 
Articles  of  the  Church  of  England*  II.  A  Letter  to  a 
Clergyman  ;  evincing  the  Neceflity  of  teaching  the  Poor 
in  Wales.  III.  The  Chriuian  Covenant,  or  the  Bap- 
tifmal  Vow,  as  ftated  in  our  Church  Catechifm,  fcrip- 
turally  explained  by  Queltion  and  Anfwer.  Not,e,  This 
is  the  firft  part  of  his  intended  Expofition  of  the  Church 
Catechifm,  in  Englijh.  The  fecond  Part,  which  goes  to 
the  End  of  the  Creed,  is  included  in,  IV.  lVelJh  Piety  : 
Or,  An  Account  of  the  Circulating  IVelch  Charity  Schools 
In  I Vales.  ThefeTracls  were  publifhed  annually  for  four- 
and-twenty  years  fucceflively,  and  collected  into  two 
handfome  volumes  in  $>vo.  1  hey  breathe  a  fpirit  of  piety 
every  way  worthy  of  this  JVel/h  Apollle,  as  he  was  fome- 
times  ftyled.  Some  of  thole  in  thelVeJ/fo  language  may  he 
rendered  :  V.  A  Manual  of  Prayers  for  Morning  and 
Evening,  tffc  VI.  Free  Advice.  "  VII.  A  Call  to  the 
Throne  of  Grace.  VIII.  A  Guide  to  the  Throne  of 
Grace.  IX.  A  large  Expofition  of  the  Church-Cate- 
chifm,  with  Scripture  Proofs;  being  a  compendious  Body 
of  Divinity.  X.  An  Abridgement  of  this  lair,  for  the 
Ufe  of  his  IVelJh  Schools.  XI.  A  Letter  upon  the  Sub- 
ject of  Catechizing  the  Ignorant.  XII.  The  Dutv  of 
Vraifing  GOD.  XIII.  An  Extract  of  "  Mr.  Rees  Richard's 
IVilJb  Poems."    By  the  kind  afliitance  of  many  charitable 
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perfons,  Mr.  fortes  was  enabled  to  print  very  great  num- 
bers (iometimes  twelve  thoufand,  at  others  eight  thou- 
sand, &c»  at  an  impreffion)  of  many  of  the  above  books, 
which  were  diftributed  throughout  all  fVales. 

- 


SAMUEL    DAVIE  S, 

PRESIDENT  of  the  COLLEGE,  in  New  Jersey. 

m 

THE  following  account  of  President  Davies  is 
chiefly  drawn  from  a  Funeral  Sermon,  preached  by 
his  fucceflbr  Dr.  Samuel  Finley,  and  from  an  Appendix  to 
it  by  the  editor  of  his  Sermons,  the  late  Dr.  Thomas  Gib- 
bons. 

The  reverend  Mr.  Samuel  Davies,  late  prefidcnt  of  the 
college  of  New  Jcrfcy,  was  born  on  the  3d  of  November, 
y/.  D.  1724,  in  the  county  of  New caflle  on  Delaware.  His 
father  was  a  planter,  who  lived  with  great  plainnefs  and 
Simplicity,  and  fupported  the  character  of  an  honeft  and 
pious  man  to  his  death.  His  mother,  who  was  greatly 
diftinguifhed  for  her  eminent  piety,  fome  time  before  the 
conception  of  this  only  fon,  earneftly  deftred  fuch  a 
blefling  ;  and  as  me  then  had  one  daughter,  who  was  near 
five  years  old,  fhe  had  occafion  for  the  exercile  of  her 
faith,  in  waiting  for  the  anfwer  to  her  petition.  In  this 
Situation,  fhe  took  example  from  the  mother  of  the  pro- 
phet Samuel  and  Vowed  a  vow  unto  the  Lord ;  *  that  if  he 
would  indeed  give  her  a  man-child,  Jhe  would  devote  him  to 
hisfervice  all  the  days  of  his  life? 

ft  may  well  be  luppofed  that  the  parents  received  this 
child  as  trom  GOD,  and  that  the  mother  efpeeially,  who 
had  reafon  to  look  upon  him  as  a  token  of  the  divine 
favor,  and  an  exprels  anfwer  to  her  prayers,  would,  with 
the  greateft  tendernefs,  begin  the  rearing  of  this  beloved, 
plant.  As  there  was  no  lchool  in  the  neighbourhood, 
fheherfelf  taught  him  to  read  :  And  although  he  was  then 
very  young,  he  is  laid  to  have  made  fuch  proficiency  as 
furpriied  every  perfon  who  heard  it.  He  continued  at 
home  with  his  parents  till  he  was  about  ten  vearsold; 
during  which  time  he  appeared  to  have  no  remarkable  im- 
preflions  of  a  religious  kind ;  but  behaving  himielt  as  is 
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common  for  a  fprightly  child,  under  the  influence  of  pious 
example  and  inftru&ion.  He  was  then  fent  to  an  Englifh 
fchool,  at  fome  diftance  from  his  father's,  where  he  con- 
tinued two  years,  and  made  great  progrefs  in  his  learn- 
ing ;  but,  for  want  of  the  pious  inltruction  with  which 
he  was  favored  at  home,  he  grew  fomewhat  more  carelefs 
of  the  things  of  religion.  It  appears,  that  about  this, 
time  of  life,  carelefs  as  he  was,  he  made  a  practice  of 
fecret  prayer,  efpecially  in  the  evening*  Thereafons  (a$ 
he  tells  it  in  his  Diary)  why  he  was  fo  punctual  in  the 
evening  was,  that  "  he  feared  left  he  fhould  perhaps  die 
before  morning."  What  is  farther  obfervable  in  his 
prayers  at  this  time  is,  that  "  he  was  more  ardent  in  his. 
Applications  for  being  introduced  into  the  Gofpel  Mi? 
niltry,  than  for  any  other  thing." 

'  About  the  twelfth  year  of  his  age  (fays  Dr.  Finley,) 
the  GOD,  to  whom  he  was  dedicated  by  his  Word  and 
Spirit,  awakened  him  to  folemn  thoughtfulnefs,  an4 
anxious  concern  about  his  eternal  ftate.  He  then  faw 
fufficient  reafon  to  dread  all  the  direful  effe&s  of  divine  dif- 
pleafure  againft  fin.  And  fo  deeply  imprinted  was  the  ra- 
tional fenle  of  his  danger,  as  to  make  him  habitually  un- 
eafy  and  reftlefs,  until  he  might  obtain  fatisfying  fcrip- 
tural  evidence  of  his  intereu  in  the  fqrgiving  love  of 
GOD.  While  thus  exercifed  he  clearly  faw  the  abfolute 
neceflity,  and  certain  reality,  of  the  gofpel  plan  of  faiva- 
tion,  and  what  abundant  and  fuitable  provifion  it  makes 
for  all  the  wants  of  a  finner-  No  other  folid  ground  of 
hope,  or  unfailing  fource  of  comfort,  could  he  fend  befidc 
the  merits  and  righteoufnefs  of  him,  whom  GOD,  Jet  forth 
to  be  a  propitiation  for  Jin,  through  faith  in  his  blood*  Rom, 
in.  25.  On  this  righteoufnefs  he  was  enabled  confidently 
to  depend  ;  by  this  blood  his  confeience  was  purged  from 
guilt ;  and  believing,  he  rejoiced  with  joy  un  [peak  able  and 
full  of  glory.  I  Pet.  i.  8.  Yet  he  was  afterwards  exer- 
cifed with  many  perplexing  doubts  for  a  lone  feafoa  ; 
but  at  length,  after  years  of  impartial  repeated  felf-exa- 
mination,  he  attained  to  a  fettled  confidence  of  his  in- 
tereft  in  redeeming  grace,  which  he  retained  to  the  end. 
A  Diary,  which  he  kept  in  the  firft  years  of  his  religious 
life,  and  continued  to  keep  as  long  as  his  leifure  would 
permit,  clearly  fhews  how  intenfely  his  mind  was  fet  on 
heavenly  things ;  how  obfervant  he' was  of  the  temper  of 
his  heart ;  and  how  watchful  over  all  his  thoughts,  words, 
and  actions.  Did  any  ceniure  his  foibles,  or  juvenile  in- 
♦iucretlon: 5    They  would  have  done  it  compaflionatelv, 
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had  they  known  how  feverely  he  ceniured  them  himfelf. 
The  tribunal  daily  erected  in  his  own  bofom  was  more 
critical  in  fcrutinizing,  and  more  impartial  and  fevere  in 
paffing  fentence,  than  either  his  friends  or  enemies  could 
be.  His  love  to  GOD,  and  tender  concern  for  perifhing 
finners,  excited  his  eager  defire  of  being  in  a  ntuation  to 
ierve  mankind  to  the  bell  advantage.  With  this  view  he 
engaged  in  the  purfuit  of  learning,  in  which,  amidft  many 
obvious  inconveniences,  he  made  furprifing  progrefs,  and, 
foonerthan  could  have  been  expected,  was  found  compe- 
tently qualified  for  the  ministerial  office.  He  pafled  the 
ufual  previous  trials  with  uncommon  approbation  ;  having 
exceeded  the  raifed  expectations  of  his  moil  intimate 
friends  and  admirers. 

*  When  he  was  licenfed  to  preach  the  gofpel,  he  zealoufly 
declared  the  counfel  of  GOD,  the  truth  and  importance 
of  which  he  knew  by  happy  experience ;  and  did  it  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  excited  the  earneft  defires  of  every  va- 
cant congregation,  where  he  was  known,  to  obtain  the 
happinefs  of  his  ftated  miniftrations.  But,  far  from  gra- 
tifying his  natural  inclination  to  the  fociety  of  his  friends, 
or  confulting  his  eafe,  moved  by  confeience  of  duty,  he 
undertook  the  charge  of  a  diffenting  congregation  in 
Virginia^  feparated  from  all  his  brethren,  and  expofed  to 
the  cenfure  and  refentment  of  many.  But  the  more  he 
was  known  in  thofe  parts,  the  more  were  prejudices  re- 
moved ;  contempt  was  gradually  turned  into  reverence; 
the  number  of  his  enemies  daily  diminiflied,  and  his  friends 
jncreafed.  Nor  did  he  there  labor  in  vain,  or  fpend  his 
Arength  for  nought.  The  Lord,  who  counted  him  faith- 
ful, putting  him  into  the  miniftry,  fucceeded  his  faithful 
endeavors,  fo  that  a  great  number,  both  of  whites  and 
blacks,  were  hopefully  converted  to  the  living  GOD  : 
For  the  proof  of  this,  I  mull  refer  to  his  own  narrative 
fent  to  the  reverend  Mr.  Bellamy^  and  by  him  published, 
and  to  his  letters  to  fome  gentlemen  of  the  Vociety  in 
London  for  propagating  religion  among  the  poor.  As  to 
his  natural  genius,  it  was  ilrong  and  mafculine.  His  un- 
der/landing was  clear  ;  his  memory  retentive;  his  inven* 
tion  quick  ;  his  imagination  lively  and  florid  ;  his  thoughts 
fublime  ;  and  his  language  elegant,  ilrong,  and  expredive. 
And  1  cannot  but  prefume  that  true  and  candid  critics  will 
readily  difcern  a  great  degree  of  true  poetic  fire,  ilyle,  and 
imagery  in  his  poetical  compofitions ;  and  will  grant  that 
he  was  capable  to  have  ihone  in  that  way,  had  his  leifure 
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permitted  the  due  cultivation  of  his  natural  talent.  His 
appearance  in  company  was  manly  and  graceful;  his  beha- 
viour  genteel,  not  ceremonious;  grave,  yet  pleaiant ;  and 
folid,  but  fprightly  too.  In  a  word,  he  was  an  open, 
converfable,  and  entertaining  companion,  a  polite  gentle- 
man, and  devout  chriltian,  at  once. 

*  It  may  here  be  properly  oblerved,  that  he  was  chofen 
by  the  fynod  of  New-fork,  at  the  inftance  of  the  truitees 
of  Ncw-Jerfey  College,  as  a  fit  perfon  to  accompany  the 
reverend  Mr.  Gilbert  'Tennent  to  Great-Britain  and  Ire  land y 
in  order  to  folicit  benefactions  for  the  laid  college.  As 
this  manifelted  the  high  opinion  which  both  the  fynod  and 
corporation  entertained  of  his  popular  talents  and  abilities; 
fo  his  ready  compliance  to  undertake  that  fervice,  ha- 
zardous and  difficult  in  itfelf,  and  precarious  in  its  confe- 
quences,  which  required  him  to  over-look  his  domeftic 
connections,  however  tender  and  endearing,  manifeited 
his  relblution  and  felf-denial.  How  well  he  was  qualified 
as  a  folicitor,  is  witneffed  by  the  numerous  and  large  be- 
nefactions he  received.  His  fervices,  as  was  meet,  were 
gratefully  accepted  by  his  conftituents ;  and  to  the  pious, 
generous,  and  public-fpirited  charity  of  the  friends  of  re- 
ligion and  learning  in  Great-Britain,  received  on  that  oc- 
cafion,  does  the  college  of  New-Jerfey,  in  a  great  degree, 
owe  all  its  late  flouriming  condition!'— Thefe  were  among 
the  numerous  benefits,  which  America  received  from  the 
Parent-State  ;  and  happy  would  it  have  been,  for  her  cer- 
tainly, and  perhaps  for  both,  if  that  mutually  interefting 
tie  had  never  been  diflblved.  Bri\ijh  affection  and  pro- 
teftant  patronage  are  but  poorly  exchanged  for  French  in- 
trigue's and  popifli  attentions.  We  may  lay  with  thepoett 

0  fortunatos  nimium,fua  Ji  bona  norint ! 

It  may  perhaps  not  be  amifs  to  mention  that  when  he  re- 
turned home  from  his  voyage  to  Great  Britain,  he  entered 
again  on  his  beloved  tafk  of  preaching  the  gofpel  to  his 
feveral  congregations  ;  and  he  continued  in  this  work  till 
the  year  1 7  59,  when  he  was  elected  prefident  of  the  col- 
lege of  New-Jerfey,  in  the  room  of  the  late  reverend  Mr. 
Jonathan  Edwards.  The  college,  before  he  came,  had 
been  in  an  unhappy  fituation ;  partly  owing  to  the  length 
of  that  melancholy  period  between  the  death  of  prefident 
Burr,  and  his  acceflion,  and  partly  to  the  evil  difpofitions 
and  practices  of  a  few  members  of  the  fociety.  Prefident 
Burr  died  in  September  1757  :  And  although  Mr.  Edwards 
was  elected  a  few  days  after,  he  did  not  take  upon  himfelf 
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(as  was  obferved  in  his  life)  the  government  of  the  college 
till  February,  1758;  and  about  a  fortnight  atter  took  the 
jmall-pox,  of  which  he  died  in  March  following.  Mr. 
Dav'tes  was  not  initiated  into  his  office  till  the  latter  end 
of  July,  1759.  S°  that  the  college  lay  under  the  obvious 
difadvantages  of  a  bereaved  condition  for  almoft  two 
years.  But  the  prudent  meafures  taken  by  Prefident 
JDavies  foon  furmounted  thefe  difadvantages ;  fo  that  in 
a  few  months  a  fpirit  of  emulation  in  learning  and  mora- 
lity, as  had  been  ufual,  evidently  characterized  the  flu- 
dents  of  NaffaU'Hall. 

While  he  continued  Prefident  his  labors  were  great, 
and  his  application  to  ftudy  was  necefllirily  more  intenle 
than  that  of  his  predeceflbrs.  For  he  came  to  this  feminary 
of  learning,  when  its  knowledge,  by  the  eminent  abilities 
of  Prefident  Burr,  was  advanced  to  a  very  confiderable 
degree ;  and  he  had  juft  emerged  from  great  minifterial 
labor  in  various  places,  wherein  a  common  genius  would  . 
have  been  able  to  have  made  but  little  improvement  in 
academical  learning.  Befides,  the  fpeedy  paffage  he  made 
through  the  courfe  of  his  ftudies,  previous  to  his  entering 
into  the  miniftry,  made  his  fubfequent  application  the 
more  neceflary  for  fo  important  a  fituation.  He  would 
not  degrade  his  office,  but  wilhed  to  be  in  reality  what  his 
ftation  fuppofed  him,  and  accordingly  exerted  himfelf  to 
the  utmoit.  The  labors  of  the  day  leemed  to  him  rather 
an  incentive  to  ftudy  than  to  relt  in  the  night ;  for  he 
commonly  fat  up  till  twelve  o'clock,  and  often  later, 
though  he  rofe  by  break  of  day.  The  fuccefs  was  pro- 
portionable ;  for  by  the  efforts  of  his  genius,  and  by 
his  induftry,  he  left  the  college  of  Nnu-Jerfeyzt  his  death 
in  as  high  a  Mate  of  literary  merit,  as  it  ever  had  been  in, 
fince  it§  firft  inftiiution.  There  is  reafon  to  believe,  that 
the  intenfe  application  with  which  Mr.  Davics  attended  to 
the  duties  of  his  office  was  one  great  caufe  of  his  death. 
The  habit  of  his  body  was  plethoric  :  And  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted  but  that  his  health  for  fome  years  had  very  much 
depended  upon  the  exercife  of  riding,  to  which  he  was 
neceflarily  obliged  while  he  lived  in  Virginia,  though  even 
then  he  had  feveral  fevere  fevers',  fuppofed  to  arile  princi- 
pally from  his  application  to  ftudy  in  the  intervals  of 
riding  abroad,  and  poffibly  to  the  infalubrity  of  that  cli- 
mate; the  heats  and  colds  of  which  being  fo  violent,  and 
fo  fudden  in  their  tranfitions,  as  to  ftiock  the  human 
frame  in  a  manner  that  Europeans  cannot  eafily  conceive. 
When  he  came  to  the  college  he  fcarcely  ufed  any  bodily 
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exercife,  fave  what  was  required  in  going  from  his  own 
houfe  to  Naffati'Hally  which  is  a  fpace  about  ten  rods,  five 
or  fix  times  a  day.  In  the  latter  end  of  January^  A.  D. 
1761,  a  violent  cold  feized  him,  and,  for  his  relief,  he 
was  bled.  The  fame  day  he  transcribed  for  the  prefs  the 
fermon,  which  was  foon  after  publifhed,  on  the  death  of 
the  late  king,  and  the  day  after  preached  twice  in  the 
college-hall ;  by  all  which  the  arm,  in  which  he  was  hied, 
became  much  inflamed,  and  increafed  his  former  indifpo- 
fit  ion.  On  the  Monday  morning  afterwards  at  breakfaft, 
he  was  feized  with  a  cold  fit.  which  was  fucceeded  by  an 
inflammatory  fever,  that  in  ten  days  brought  on  the  period 
of  his  life.  Although  premonitions  of  death  in  the  pre* 
fent  ftate  of  the  world  are  feldom,  if  ever,  given  to  man- 
kind ;  and  they  who  are  difpofed  to  interpret  ordinary  oc- 
currences into  fuch  premonitions,  when,  by  fomething 
fimilar  in  the  event  thofe  occurrences  would  feem  as  if 
predictive,  generally  difcover  their  weaknefs;  yet  the 
circumftances  of  the  death  of  an  eminent  perfon  are  com- 
monly very  acceptable  to  the  public,  and  for  this  reafon 
it  may  not  be  amifs  to  mention  an  anecdote,  which  Mr. 
Davie s  more  than  once  took  notice  of  in  his  laft  fick- 
nefs. 

An  intimate  friend  of  his,  a  few  days  before  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  in  which  he  died,  in  converfation  told 
him  that  a  fermon  would  be  expecled  from  him  on  the 
New  Year's  Day  ;  and,  among  other  things,  happened  to 
mention  that  the  late  Pre fi dent  Burr,  on  the  fir  ft  day  of 
the  year  wherein  he  died,  preached  a  fermon  on  ^Vr. 
xxviii.  16.  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  This  year  thou  Jbalt  eHel 
and  after  his  death,  the  people  took  occafion  to  fay  it  was 
premonitory;  upon  which  Mr.  Davies  obferved,  that 
"  although  it  ought  not  to  be  viewed  in  that  light,  yet  it 
was  very  remarkable."  When  New  Year's  Day  came  he 
preached  ;  and  the  congregation  were  not  a  little  furprife4 
at  his  taking  the  fame  text  of  fcripture.  Upon  his  being 
taken  with  his  laft  ficknefs,  about  three  weeks  after,  he 
foon  adverted  to  this  circumftance,  and  mentioned  it  as 
remarkable,  that  he  had  been  undesignedly  led  to  preach, 
as  it  were,  his  own  funeral  fermon.  It  is  much  to  be  la- 
mented that  the  violence  of  the  diforder,  of  which  this 
excellent  man  died,  deprived  him  of  the  regulai  exercife 
©f  his  reafon  the  greater  pnrt  of  the  time  of  his  ficknefs; 
otherwife  the  public  might  have  been  edified  by  his  re-* 
marks  on  the  views  of  an  approaching  eternity,  and  might 
fcaye  received  another  evidence  of  the  excellency  and  power 
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<©f  that  religion,  which  can  fupport  the  foul,  arid  make 
the,  otherwife  gloomy,  profpect  of  death  eafy- and  chear- 
ful.  But  even  in  his  delirium  his  mind  difcovered  the  fa^ 
yorite  objects  of  its  concern,  the  profperity  of  Cbrtft's 
church,  and  the  good  of  mankind.  His  bewildered  brain 
was  continually  imagining,  and  his  faultering  tongue  ex- 
prefling,  fome  expedient  for  thefe  important  purpoics. 

Mr.  Davits  had  'been  fettled  at  Prinee-Totun  about 
eighteen  months ;  and  as  he  could  exercife  his  miniftry  as 
well  as  prefide  over  the  college,  great  things  might  have 
been  expected  from  that  rare  and  remarkable  union  there 
was  in  him  of  what  was  great  and  good.    But,  alas  !  in 
the  midft  of  his  days,  (little  more  than  thirty-fix  years  of 
age)  he  was  called  away,  from  this  opening  fcene  of  ex- 
traordinary ufefulnefs,  to  the  invifible  world,  the  world 
pf  glory  and  bleffednefs,    «  As  evidences  of  the  admirable 
fpirit  that  dwelt  in  him,  let  me  add  (fays  Dr.  Gibbons)  a 
few  paragraphs  from  the  many  letters  with  which,  in  the 
courfe  of  about  nine  years  correfpondence,  he  has  favored 
me.    Speaking  in  one  of  his  letters  concerning  his  chil- 
dren, he  fays ;  "  I  am  folicitous  for  them,  when  I  con- 
fider  what  a  contagious  world  they  have  entered  into,  and 
the  innate  infection  of  their  natures.    There  is  nothing 
that  can  wound  a  parent's  heart  fo  deep,  as  the  thought 
that  he  mould  bring  up  children  to  difhonor  his  GOD 
here,  and  be  miferable  hereafter.    1  beg  your  prayers  for 
mine,  and  you  may  expect  a  retaliation  in  the  fame  kind.'* 
In  another  letter  he  fays,  "  We  have  now  three  fons  and 
two  daughters ;  whofe  young  minds  as  they  open  I  am  en- 
deavoring to  cultivate  with  my  own  hand,  unwilling  to 
truft  them  to  a  ftranger  ;  and  I  find  the  bufmefs  of  educa- 
tion much  more  difficult  than  I  expected. — My  dear  little 
creatures  fob  and  drop  a  tear  now  and  then  under  my  in- 
ftructions,  but  I  am  not  fo  happy  as  to  fee  them  under 
deep  and  lafting  impreflions  of  religion ;  and  this  is  the 
greateft  grief  they  afford  me.    Grace  cannot  be  commu- 
nicated by  natural  defcent ;  and,  if  it  could,  they  woulj 
receive  but  little  from  me.    I  earneftly  beg  your  prayers 
for  them. *    Another  epiftle  tells  me,  "  As  for  myfelf,  I 
am  juft  flrivingnot  to  live  in  vain.    I  entered  the  miniftry 
with  fuch  a  fenfe  of  my  unfitnefs  for  it,  that  I  had  no 
fanguine  expectations  of  fuccefs.    And  a  condefcending 
GOD  (O,  how  condefcending  !)  has  made  me  much  more 
ferviceable  than  I  could  hope.    But,  alas  !  my  brother, 
I  have  but  little,  very  little  true  religion.    My  advance- 
ments in  holinefs  are  extremely  fraall :  I  feel  what  I  con- 
 '       M    '  «  fefs, 
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fefs,  and  am  fure  it  is  true,  and  not  the  rant  of  excefliva 
orafFedted  humility.  It  is  an  eafy  thing  to  make  a  noife 
in  the  world,  to  fiorifli  and  harangue,  to  dazzle  the 
crowd,  and  let  them  all  agape,  but  deeply  to  imbibe  the 
fpirit  of  cbriftianity,  to  maintain  a  fee  ret  walk  with  GOD, 
to  be  holy  as  he  is  holy,  this  is  the  labor,  this  is  the  work. 
I  beg  the  amTtance  of  your  prayers  in  fo  grand  and  impoiv 
tant  an  enterprize.  —  The  difficulty  of  the  miniilerial 
work  feems  to  grow  upon  my  hands.  Perhaps  once  in 
three  or  four  months  I  preach  in  fome  meafure  as  I  could 
wifti;  that  '$,  I  preach  as  in  t|ie  fight  of  GOD,  and  as  if 
1  were  to  flepfrom  the  pulpit  to  the  fupreme  tribunal.  I 
feel  my  fubjeft.  I  melt  into  tears,  or  I  fliudder  with 
horror,  when  I  denounce  the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  I  glow, 
I  foar  in  facred  extafies,  when  the  love  of  Jefus  is  my 
theme,  and,  as  Mr.  Baxter  was  .  wont  to  exprefs  it,  in 
Jines  more  ftriking  to  me  than  all  the  fine  poetry  in  thq 
world, 

€  I  preach,  as  if  I  ne'er  mould  preach  again; 
<  And,  as  a  dying  man,  to  dying  men.' 

I  fhalj  conclude  my  extracls  (continues  Dr.  Gibboni) 
from  his  epiftolary  correfpondence  with  part  of  a  letter 
dated  Hanover,  September  12,  1757. 
"  My  ever  dear  friend, 

<c  I  am  juit  beginning  to  creep  back  from  the  valley  of 
the  fhadow  of  death,  to  which  I  made  a  very  near  ap- 
proach a  few  days  ago.  1  was  lei zed  with  a  moft  violent 
fever,  which  came  to  a  crifis  in  a  week,  and  now  it  is 
much  abated,  though  I  am  flill  confined  to  my  chamber. 
In  this  fluttered  ftate  my  trembling  hand  can  write  but 
Jittle  to  you,  and  what  1  write  will  be  languid  and  con- 
fufed,  like  its  author.  But  as  the  Virginia  fleet  is  about 
to  fail,  and  1  know  not  when  I  lhall  have  another  oppor- 
tunity, I  cannot  avoid  writing  fomething.  I  would  fit 
down  on  the  grave's  mouth,  and  talk  awhile  with  my  fa- 
vorite friend;  and  from  my  fituation  you  may  forefee 
what  fubjecls  my  con  ver  fat  ion  will  turn  upon — Death — 
Eternity — the  fupreme  tribunal.  BleiTed  be  my  Mailer's 
name,  this  diforder  found  me  employed  in  his  fervice.  It 
fei/ed  me  in  the  pulpit,  like  a  foldier  wounded  in  the 
field.  This  has  been  a  bufy  fummer  with  me.  In  about 
two  months  I  rode  about  five  hundred  miles,  and  preached 
about  forty  fermons.  This  affords  me  fome  pleafure  in 
the  review.  But,  alas  !  the  mixture  of  fin  and  of  many 
naiuelefs  imperfections,  that  run  through  and  corrupt  all 
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rny  fervices,  give  me  fhame,  forrow,  and  mortification. 
My  fever  made  unufual  ravages  upon  my  underftanding, 
and  rendered  me  frequently  delirious,  and  always  ft  up  id. 
But,  when  I  had  any  little  fenfe  of  things,  I  generally  felt 
pretty  calm  and  ferene,  and  death,  that  mighty  terror, 
was  difarmed.  Indeed  the  thought  of  leaving  my  dear 
family  deftitute,  and  my  flock  fhepherdlefs,  made  me 
often  ftart  hack  and  cling  to  life;  hut  in  other  refpecls 
death  appeared  a  kind  of  indifferency  to  me.  Formerly  I 
have  wifhed  to  live  longer  that  I  might  he  better  prepared 
for  heaven,  but  this  confideration  had  but  very  little 
weight  with  me,  and  that  for  a  very  unufual  reafon,  which 
was  this.  After  long  trial  I  found  this  world  is  a  place  fo 
unfriendly  to  the  growth  of  every  thing  divine  and  hea- 
venly, that  I  was  afraid,  if  I  mould  live  longer,  I  mould 
he  no  better  fitted  for  heaven  than  I  am.  Indeed  I  have 
hardly  any  hopes  of  ever  making  any  great  attainments  in 
holinefs  while  in  this  world,  though  1  fhould  be  doomed 
to  flay  in  it  as  long  as  Mcthufclak.  I  fee  other  chriftians 
indeed  around  me  make  fome  progrefs,  though  they  go 
on  with  but  a  mail-like  motion  :  But  when  I  confider 
that  I  fet  out  about  twelve  years  old,  and  what  fanguine 
hopes  I  then  had  of  my  future  progrefs,  and  yet  that  I 
have  been  almoft  at  a  ftand  ever  fmce,  I  am  quite  dif- 
couraged. — O  my  good  Matter,  if  I  may  dare  to  call 
thee  fo,  I  am  afraid  I  mail  never  ferve  thee  much  better 
on  this  fide  the  region  of  perfection.  The  thought  grieves 
me :  It  breaks  my  heart,  but  I  can  hardly  hope  better. 
But  if  I  have  the  lead  fpark  of  true  piety  in  my  breaft,  I 
fhall  not  always  labor  under  this  complaint.  No,'  my 
Lord,  I  mall  yet  ferve  thee — ferve  thee  through  an  im- 
mortal duration — with  the  activity,  the  fervor,  the  per- 
fection of  the  rapt  feraph  that  adores  and  burns.  I  very 
much  fufpect  this  defponding  view  of  the  matter  is  wrong, 
and  I  do  not  mention  it  with  approbation,  but  only  relate 
it  as  an  unufual  reafon  for  my  willingnefs  to  die,  which 
I  never  felt  before,  and  which  I  could  not  fupprefs. 

"  In  my  ficknefs  I  found  the  unfpeakable  importance  of 
a  Mediator  in  a  religion  for  Tinners.  O !  I  could  have 
given  you  the  word  of  a  dying  man  for  it,  that  that  Jefus 
whom  you  preach  is  indeed  a  neceffary,  and  an  all-fuffi- 
cient  Saviour.  Indeed  he  is  the  only  fupport  for  a  de- 
parting foul.  None  but  Cbri/t,  none  but  Chrijl.  Had  I 
as  many  good  works  as  Abraham  or  Paul,  I  would  not 
have  dared  to  build  my  hopes  upon  fuch  a  quickfand,  but 
oiity  on  this  firm  eternal  rock,    I  am  rifing  up,  my  bro- 
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ther,  with  a  defire  to  recommend  him  better  to  my  fellow* 
finners,  than  I  have  done.  But,  alas!  I  hardly  hope  to 
accomplim,  it.  He  has  done  a  great  deal  more  by  mo 
already  than  ever  I  expe&ed,  and  infinitely  more  than  I 
deferved.  But  he  never  intended  me  for  great  things* 
He  has  beings  both  of  my  own  and  of  fuperior  orders 
that  can  perform  him  more  worthy  fervice.  O  !  if  I 
might  but  untie  the  latchet  of  his  fhoes,  or  draw  water 
for  the  fervice  of  his  fan&uary,  it  is  enough  for  me.  I  am 
no  angel,  nor  would  I  murmur  becaufe  I  am  not  ■ 
My  ftrength  fails  me,  and  I  muft  give  over— pray  for 
me — write  to  me— love  me  living  and  dying,  on  earth 
and  in  heaven — and  hope  the  fame  from, 

"  dear  Sir, 
"  Your  heart-united  friend  and  fcrvant." 

4 

SAMUEL  WALKER,   A.  B. 


THE  public  is  indebted  to  the  pious  and  reverend 
Mr.  James  St'tllingfleet  for  a  very  excellent  account 
of  the  life  and  miniftry  of  Mr.  WALKER,  prefixed  to 
two  volumes  of  his  pofthumous  fermons  on  the  baptifmal 
covenant,  tstc*  We  make  no  apology  for  transcribing 
from  this  memoir,  as  we  mean  the  fame  thing  with  its 
valuable  author,  the  edification  of  men ;  for  which  pur- 
pofe,  few  pieces,  through  the  divine  bleifing,  are  more  ably 
or  more  happily  calculated. 

*  Thofe  of  the  clergy  (fays  the  reverend  Editor)  into 
whofe  hands  thefe  Iheets  may  fall,  will  excufe  my  impor- 
tunity, it  I  befpeak  their  more  careful  attention  in  re- 
viewing the  life  and  writings  of  Mr.  Walker  :  Though 
neither  eminence  of  ftation  in  the  world,  nor  rare  and  un- 
common attainments  in  human  literature,  will  excite  their 
admiration  ;  for  he  lived  and  died  a  curate ;  and  though  he 
was  no  wav  deficient  in  any  branch  of  learning  pertaining 
to  his  profeflion,  yet  he  was  engaged  in  too  a&ive  and 
bufy  a  fcene  of  lite  to  have  leifure  to  acquire  that  extent 
and  depth  of  erudition,  which  many  men  of  lefs  employ- 
ment without  fuperior  abilities  have  attained  to.  But  they 
will  find  in  him  excellencies  of  another  kind,  not  leis 
worthy  of  their  regard;  they  will  here  contemplate  the 
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life  and  doctrines  of  one  poflefied  in  an  eminent  degree  of 
the  knowledge,  fpirit  and  zeal  of  a  primitive  chriftian 
teacher;  of  one  who,  though  poor  in  this  world,  was 
rich  in  faith  and  good  works  ;  of  one,  who  had  learned  to 
efteem  the  reproach  of  Ckrifl  greater  riches  than  the  trea- 
fures  of  Erypt. 

*  I  humbly  call  upon  you,  reverend  Brethren,  who  have 
taken  upon  you  the  folemn  afld  important  office  of  the  mi- 
niftry,  to  ooferve  with  what  diligence  and  earneft  con- 
cern for  the  falvation  of  the  fouls  of  men  he  labored  faith- 
fu  lly  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  his  function.  I  befeech  you  to 
confider  with  calm  and  unprejudiced  minds,  as  a  matter  of 
the  utmoft  importance  to  yourfelves,  whether  his  fenti- 
ments  were  not  exactly  agreeable  to  the  revealed  word  of 
GOD,  and  his  conduct  in  all  things  conformed  to  the  ex- 
amples of  faith  and  patience  therein  recorded  for  our  in- 
ft  ruction  and  imitation.  If  upon  a  cool  and  difpaflionate 
examination,  you  fee  reafon  to  conclude  that  they  were, 
let  me  earneftly  intreat  you  to  be  followers  of  him  as  he 
alfo  was  of  Chrift*  If  fuch  a  conduct  fhould  expol'e  you, 
as  it  did  him,  to  reproaches  and  fufFerings,  contempt  and 
ridicule,  not  only  from  the  more  openly  carelefs  and  pro- 
fligate, but  even  from  fome,  who,  though  they  maintain  a 
decent  form  of  godlinefs,  are  neverthelefs  unhappy 
Grangers  to  the  life  and  power  thereof ;  you  will  with  him 
remember,  that  he,  who  fpake  as  never  man  fpake,  was  de- 
fpifed  and  rejected  of  men;  and  take  conlblation  from 
thefe  encouraging  words  of  your  blelTed  Matter,  who  de- 
clared to  his  difciples  that  they  would  have  great  caufeto 
rejoice  and  be  exceeding  glad,  when  men  fhould  revile  them 
and  per/ecu te  them,  and  fay  all  manner  of  evil  of  them  falfly, 
for  his  andbisgofpefs  fake*  If,  with  him  ,  you  endure  hard- 
nefs  like  good  foldicrs  of  Jcfus  Chrifl,  not  rendering  evil  for 
evil,  or  railing  for  railing,  but  contrariwife  bleffing ;  if  you 
are  nothing  moved  by  whatever  trials  may  aflault  you, 
from  the  lleady  and  uninterrupted  purfuit  of  your  own 
falvation,  and  that  of  thofe  who  hear  you,  you  will  alfo 
doubtlefs  with  him  be  made  abundant  partakers  of  the 
rich  confolations  that  are  in  Cfjrift,  to  fweeten  your  paf- 
fage  through  this  vale  of  fin  and  forrow :  You  will 
triumph  as  he  did  in  the  immediate  profpect  of  approaching 
diflblution,  and  at  laft  enter  into  the  pofleflion  of  that 
*  glorious  inheritance,  wherein  he  is  now  praillng  the  Lord 
for  his  grace  and  mercy,  and  exulting  in  the  fruition  of 
eternal  blifs.  I  will  now  enter  upon  the  tafk  ailigned  to 
me  of  drawing  up  from  authentic  memorials  a  fuccinct  ac- 
count 
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count  of  the  life  and  miniftry  of  the  author  of  the 
following  difcourfes.  Our  Author,  Samuel  Walker*  was 
the  youngeft  of  feven  children ;  he  was  born  at  Exeter, 
on  tne  ibth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1714,  His  parents  were  Robert  Walker  of  the  city  of 
Exeter,  efq;  and  Margaret  his  wife,  who  was  the  only 
daughter  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Richard  Hall,  minifter  of 
St.  Edmunds  and  All-hallows  in  that  city.  Robert  Walker* 
the  father  of  Mr.  Samuel  Walker,  was  the  only  fon  of  Sir 
Thomas  Walker,  knight,  who,  as  his  anceftors  had  done, 
represented  the  city  of  Exeter  in  many  fucceflive  parlia- 
ments during  the  reigns  of  K.  Charles  I.  and  K.  Charles  II. 
Sir  Thomas*  lady  was  Mary  the  only  daughter  of  the  re- 
verend Samuel  Hall,  A.  M.  youngeft  fon  of  Dr.  Jofepb 
Hall,  formerly  biihop  of  Exeter. 

Thus  was  our  Author  lineally  defcended  from  that 
pious,  learned,  evangelical,  and  truly  chriftian  prelate,  to 
whom  he  fecmed  to  have  been  allied  not  only  by  proximity 
of  blood,  but  likewife  by  affinity  and  fimilarity  of  fenti- 
ment ;  as  well  as  by  a  yet  nobler  relationlhip  in  grace,  by 
being  united,  as  a  living  member  of  the  fame  myftical 
body,  to  the  fame  glorious  arid  exalted  head  Chrift  Jefus. 
Mr.  Samuel  Walker,  having  lived  under  the  care  of  his 
parents,  till  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  was  then  put  to 
the  Grammar-fchool  in  Exeter,  where  he  continued  till  he 
was  eighteen;  when  he  was  fent  to  Exeter-College  in  the 
univerfity  of  Oxford,  and  put  under  the  care  ot  the  rec- 
tor of  that  fociety,  Dr.  Francis  Webber,  Having  taken 
the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts  in  the  year  1737,  he  was 
ordained  the  latter  end  of  that  year,  and  appointed  to 
the  curacy  of  D  ode  [comb- Leigh  in  the  neighbourhood  or 
Exeter,  where  he  continued  till  Augufl,  1738.  He  was 
prevailed  upon  by  the  late  lord  Rolle  to  undertake  the 
charge  of  his  youngeft  brother's  education,  and  to  make 
the  tour  of  France  with  him  ;  where  Mr.  Walker  acquired 
many  of  thofe  polite  accomplilhments,  which  adorn  the 
gentleman.  About  two  years  after,  he  returned  to  England, 
and  accepted  the  curacy  of  Lanlivcry  in  the  county  of 
Cornwall,  under  the  reverend  Nicholas  Kendall,  A.  M.  one 
of  the  canons  of  Exeter,  and  archdeacon  of  Totnefs.  On 
the  death  of  Mr.  Kendall,  March  3,  1740,  he  was  pre- 
fented  by  f Falter  Kendall,  efq;  to  the  faid  vicarage,  to  hold 
the  fame  during  the  minority  of  a  nephew  of  Mr.  Kendall, 
to  whom,  upon  his  coming  of  age,  Mr.  Walker  refigned 
it,  and  at  Afidfummer,  1746,  entered  upon  the  curacy  of 
Truro  in  Cornwall.    Mr.  Walker,  during  the  fix  years  he 
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ferved  Lanlivery,  was  always  much  efteemed  for  the  de- 
cency and  regularity  of  his  conduct ;  having  been  by  a 
gracious  Providence  preferved  from  all  grofs  vices.  His 
confcience,  even  at  that  time,  dictated  to  him  the  neceflity 
of  conftant  diligence  in  the  public  duties  of  preaching  and 
catechizing;  though  he  was  then  unacquainted  with  thofe 
evangelical  principles,  which  he  afterwards  embraced  and 
taught  with  fo  much  fuccefs  in  the  latter  years  of  his  mi- 
ni ftry.  Nor  did  he,  deflitute  as  he  was  of  the  light  and 
motives  which  influenced  his  after  conduct,  neglect  at  any 
feafon  to  vifit  his  parifhioners,  and  give  them  the  beft  coun- 
fel  and  advice  he  was'able.  A  remarkable  inltance  of  his 
concern  for  them  (lands  upon  record  in  one  of  his  papersA 
In  the  year  1744,  being  feized  with  a  violent  fever,  he  fent 
to  a  neighboring  gentleman  and  dictated  to  him  a  letter, 
which  in  cafe  of  his  death  he  defired  might  be  tranfcribed 
and  given  to  fuch  of  his  parifhioners,  as  he  found  neither 
his  preaching  nor  his  private  admonitions  had  wrought  any 
good  effect  upon,  whofe  names  he  then  defired  the  gentle- 
man to  take  down ;  which  is  an  evidence  of  his  concern  for 
the  fouls  of  thofe  under  his  care. 

But  before  we  proceed  farther,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  fay 
fomething  concerning  Mr.  Walker 's  endowments  both  in 
body  and  mind.    As  to  his  perfon,  he  was  tall  in  ftature, 
his  features  were  ftrong  and  comely,  and  his  deportment 
fuch  as  commanded  refpect.    An  air  of  authority,  which 
was  natural  to  him,  ufually  ftruck  an  impreflion  of  awe,  at 
the  firft  interview,  upon  thofe  that  converfed  with  him  : 
But  yet  he  conducted  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  whilft 
with  a  becoming  dignity  he  extorted  even  from  the  froward 
and  petulant  a  refpect  due  to  the  minifterial  character,  by 
his  affability  and  readinefs  either  in  communicating  his  own 
thoughts,  or  attending  to  what  was  faid  by  others,  he  ren- 
dered himfelf  an  agreeable  companion  to  thofe,  who  were 
willing  either  to  impart  or  to  receive  inft ruction.    In  his 
converfation  he  difcoveredan  uncommon  depth  of  thought, 
and  delivered  his  fentiments  with  readinefs  of  expreflion 
on  any  fubject.    His  Underftanding  was  remarkablv  clear, 
and  continued  fo  to  the  very  laft.    He  was  poflefled  of  a 
quick  apprehenfion,  a  folid  judgement,  and  a  retentive  me- 
mory. The  faculty,  which  appeared  in  a  more  diftinguifli- 
ing  manner,  was  his  methodical  exactnefsand  propriety  in 
the  arrangement  of  his  thoughts,  and  the  diftribution  of 
the  feveral  parts  of  the  fubject  he  undertook  to  elucidate. 
This  is  to  be  difcerned  throughout  his  writings.  And  when 
his  friends  have  obferved  to  him  that  he  ufually  discovered 
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reat  accuracy  and  propriety  in  dividing  the  matter  of  ni$ 
ifcourfes,  he  was  wont  at  fuch  times  to  fay,  that  logic  had 
been  a  favorite  ftudy  with  him  from  his  youth.  And  in- 
deed lie  generally  took  an  opportunity  of  recommending  an 
improvement  in  the  art  of  logic  to  younger  divines,  who 
confulted  him  upon  the  profecution  of  their  ftudies.  Ho 
cautioned  them  to  beware  of  quoting  fcraps  of  fcripture,  as 
they  ftand  by  themfelves,  and  building  opinions  thereon, 
which  the  context  would  not  authorize.  In  oppofition  to 
this  flothful  cuftom,  he  advifed  them  to  confider  each  paf~ 
iage,  with  reference  to  what  went  before  and  what  followed 
after ;  and  likewifc  to  mark  with  attention,  what  analogy  it 
bore  to  the  general  plan  of  falvation  by  _grace.  This  cir- 
cumftance  might  perhaps  with  more  propriety  have  been  re- 
fer ved  to  be  mentioned  hereafter  ;  but  as  I  was  fpeaking  of 
his  intelle&ual  endowments,  it  naturally  occurred  to  me  in 
this  place. 

But  to  return  :  Our  Author,  as  it  was  mentioned,  quit- 
ted Lanllverjy  and  fettled  at  Truro  in  the  year  1 746 ;  at 
which  time  he  was  univerfally  efteemed  not  only  in  his 
private  character,  but  likewife  tor  the  regular  difcharge  of 
the  duties  of  his  pafloral  function.  Some  of  mv  Readers 
may  perhaps  a(k,  *  If  Mr.  Walker  bore  fo  reipe&able  a 
character  at  his  firft  coming  to  Truro;  what  occafion  had  he 
cither  to  make  any  alteration  in  his  principles,  or  to  new- 
model  his  conduct  V  I  will  therefore  endeavor  to  give  an 
anfwer  to  this  qu  eft  ion,  which  concerns  a  moft  important 
crifis  in  his  life,  in  as  clear  and  fatisfa&ory  a  manner  as  I 
am  able.  It  is  hardly  to  be  fuppofed,  tnat  a  man  of  his 
ilrong  fenfe  and  folidity  of  judgement  mould  be  induced 
to  diner  fo  entirely  from  his  former  felf,  if  he  had  not  feen 
fufficient  ground  to  believe,  that  he  had  been  totally  mi /ta- 
ken. There  never  was  a  man  lefs  likely  to  be  deceived  by 
any  enthunaftic  impreflions,  of  which  he  was  always  10 
jealous,  that  it  was  his  conftant  rule  to  watch  over  the  rea- 
ibnings  of  his  own  mind,  to  compare  all  its  conclufions 
with  the  plain  fenfe  of  fcripture,  and  to  lay  no  ftrefs  on 
any  thing  that  was  not  warranted  by  an  agreement  with 
that  unerring  rule*  Thus  was  he  guarded  againft  the  de* 
lufive  falltes  of  a  lively  imagination ;  neither  was  he  more 
likely  to  be  mifled  by  a  deference  to  the  authority  of  others, 
whatever  his  opinion  or  efteem  of  them  might  be ;  but 
what  he  faw  for  himfelf,  required  in  the  word  of  GOD, 
as  matter  of  faith  or  practice,  that  and  that  only  he  thought 
himfelf  bound  to  believe  and  do.  And  he  was  fo  much 
afraid  of  leading  others  into  that  blind  fubmiffion  to  his 
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jutlgemeht,  ^rliich  he  would  not  pay  himfelf  to  any  hu- 
man authority,  that  he  made  it  always  a  part  of  his  advice 
to  thofe  whom  he  inftructed,  not  to  give  their  aflent  to  any 
thing  he  mould  tell  them,  becaufe  he  faid  it ;  but  to  go  to 
their  Bible,  and  to  fearch  the  fcriptures,  that  their  faith 
inight  not  he  built  upon  man's  authority,  hut  only  upon 
divine  teftimony.  It  was  not  therefore  without  reafon 
that  he  fubmited  to  a  change,  which  arofe  from  the  mo  ft 
deliberate  and  well-grounded  conviction.  Did  Religion 
require  nothing  more  than  external  decency  of  manners,  it 
rnuft  certainly  be  allowed  that  he  was  under  no  neceflity  of 
reformation.  But  to  make  the  neceffity  of  fuch  a  change 
a  little  more  intelligible  to  thofe  of  my  Readers,  who  may 
have  hitherto  neglected  to  confult  the  interefts,  and  attend 
to  the  concerns,  of  their  own  immortal  fouls,  I  muft  take 
leave  to  remind  them,  that  there  is  an  efTential  and  very 
important  difference  between  the  external  Profeflbr  of 
Chriflianity  and  the  real  internal  Chriftian  :  That  to  de- 
pend upon  regularity  in  obferving  the  outward  modes  of 
worfhip,  upon  acts  of  benevolence  and  kindnefs,  upon  ab- 
ftaining from grofs  injuftice  and  fcandalous  vices;  that,  in 
fhort,  to  appear  outwardly  blamelefs  unto  men,  to  make  a 
fair  fhew  in  the  flefh,  and  thereby  to  ftifle  and  appeafe  the 
admonitions  and  accufations  of  confcience,  which  was  juft 
cur  Author's  former  cafe,  is  the  utmoft  height  of  the  reli- 
gion of  thofe,  who  take  up  with  the  form  of  eodlinefs  void 
of  the  power  thereof ;  but  that  the  real  chriftian,  without 
being  lefs  careful  to  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  be 
is  called,  and  to  adorn  his  profeffion  by  the  practice  of  every 
thing  that  is  amiable  and  praife-worthy,  is  farther  taught  to 
look  carefully  to  the  ftate  of  his  heart  and  affections,  and 
to  examine  the  principles  which  actuate  his  conduct. 

He  is  filled  with  an  habitual  and  earned  defire  to  be  con- 
formed, in  the  inward  temper  and  difpofition  of  his  foul,  to 
the  image  of  him  who  bare  our  Jins  in  his  own  body  on  the 
treey  that  all  who  believe  in  him  might  not  peri/by  but  have  eter- 
nal life.  He  ftrives  to  mortify  all  the  corrupt  inclinations, 
both  of  the  flefli  and  of  the  mind ;  to  renounce  his  own 
will  in  every  inftance  where  it  rifes  in  any  degree  of  oppo- 
fition  to  that  of  GOD ;  to  be  valiant  in  the  caufe  of  GOD 
and  his  truth;  and  refolute  in  bearing,  with  meeknefs  and 
patience,  the  troubles  he  will  unavoidably  meet  with  for 
confcience  fake  :  Such,  and  fo  different  from  his  former 
felf,  was  our  Author,  after  this  important  change  had  taken 
place  in  him. 
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If  the  Reader  is  fenfible  of  the  difference,  which  I  have 
faintly  endeavored  to  reprefent  between  the  real  and  nomi- 
nal chriitian,  he  will  fee  the  neceffity  of  fuch  a  change  ;  and 
his  queltion  will  be  anfwered  to  his  fatisfa&ion. 

The  occafion  of  his  being  brought  to  this  knowledge  of 
himfelf  was  as  follows.  About  a  year  after  he  came  to 
7ruro>  being  in  company  with  fome  friends,  the  fubjedt  of 
whofe  converfation  turned  upon  the  nature  of  juftifying 
and  faving  faith,  he,  as  he  freely  owned  afterwards,  be- 
came fenhble  that  he  was  totally  unacquainted  with  that 
faith  which  had  been  the  topic  of  the  difcourfe,  and  alfo> 
convinced  that  he  was  deftitute  of  fomething,  which  was 
of  the  greateft  importance  to  his  own  as  well  as  to  the  fal- 
vation  of  the  people  committed  to  his  charge.  He  faid  no- 
thing at  that  time  of  the  concern  he  was  brought  under  to 
any  one  of  the  company,  but  was  ever  afterwards,  as  op- 
portunity offered,  ready  to  enter  upon  the  fubjed.  He 
began  to  difcover  that  he  had  hitherto  been  ignorant  of 
the  nature  of  gofpel-falvation,  inattentive  to  the  fpiritual 
ftate  of  his  own  foul  and  the  fouls  of  others,  and  governed 
in  all  his  conduct  not  by  the  only  chriftian  motives  of  love 
to  GOD  and  man,  but  purely  by  fuch  as  were  wholly  fen- 
fual  and  felfim ;  he  found  that  he  was  a  (lave  to  the  defire  of 
man's  efteem ;  and  in  fliort,  as  he  himfelf  exprefled  it,  that 
all  had  been  wrong  both  within  and  without.  Upon  this 
difcovery,  he  applied  himfelf  with  diligence  and  fervent 
prayer  to  the  fludy  of  the  holy  fcriptures,  and  having  by 
thefe  means  gained  a  farther  in  fight  into  the  nature  of 
man's  fpiritual  diforder,  and  of  the  remedy  afforded  in  the 
gofpel,  thisneceffarily  led  him  to  make  a  conuderable  alte- 
ration in  his  preaching,  both  as  to  the  choice  of  his  fub- 
je6U  and  the  manner  of  his  addrefs.  Convinced  that  the 
divine  teftimony  was  the  only  fure  ground  of  a  divine  faith, 
he  was  careful  to  affert  nothing  that  was  not  immediately 
drawn  from  the  word  of  GOD,  it  being  now  his  great  aim 
and  ftudy,  to  ufe  his  own  phrafe,  "  to  be  a  good  Bible  Di- 
vine." But  of  all  thefe  particulars  the  Reader  will  gain  a 
clearer  knowledge  from  the  following  Meditation  written 
by  him  at  his  return  from  a  meeting  of  neighboring  cler- 
gymen, who  met  together  for  the  purpofe  of  religious  con- 
verfation. 

"  Seeing  the  Gofpel-revelation  is  a  difpenfation  of 
grace ;  a  remedy  for  a  fallen  creature ;  we  mud  needs  be 
fenfible  of  thofe  effects  which  the  fall  hath  had  on  us,  ere 
we  can  make  a  right  ufe  of  the  gofpel.  For  my  own  part,  I 
lived  many  years  in  an  entire  ignorance  of  a  corrupted  na- 
X  ture; 
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ture;  although  I  had  learnt  to  reafon  in  a  fpeculative  and 
hiftorical  way  upon  man's  degeneracy.  Since  it  hath 
pleafed  GOD  in  fome  meafure  to  enlighten  the  eyes  of  my 
under/landing,  I  look  hack  upon  thofe  days  of  blindnefs, 
and  plainly  fee,  that  while  I  kept  to  an  external  cuftomary 
decency,  and  in  fome  fenfe  regularity,  I  was  influenced  by 
and  a&ed  upon  two  hidden  principles,  as  contrary  to  GOD 
as  darknefs  is  to  light ;  the  one,  a  prevailing  defire  of  re- 
putation and  being  efteemed,  which  went  through  all  I  did, 
followed  me  into  all  companies,  diftated  all  I  faid,  led  me 
to  compliance  often  indirect  oppofition  to  confcience,  made 
me  above  all  things  fearful  of  being  thought  little  of,  di- 
rected all  my  fermons  both  in  writing  and  in  fpeaking  them, 
and  in  fhort  fwayed  my  whole  life  till,  I  hope,  the  tew  lat* 
ter  years  of  it :  The  other,  a  defire  of  pleafure,  which  ren^- 
dered  me  Hothful,  indolent,  and  reftlefs  out  of  company, 
eager  after  amufements,  tec*  but  this  was  fo  fubordinate  to 
the  other,  that  I  was  always  beft  delighted  with  fuch  euter- 
tainments  as  gave  me  opportunity  of  fetting  off  any  ex- 
cellence I  might  feem  to  have ;  fuch  as  mufic  and  dancing. 
By  thefe  two  the  ftrong  man  kept  the  palace  of  my  heart, 
and  all  was  peace ;  and  that  in  fo  A  range  a  manner,  that  I 
do  not  recollect  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  my  being  out  of  the 
way;  for  I  had  learnt  to  reft  upon  my  freedom  from  the 
grofTeft  vices,  and  keeping  a  fort  of  ftrictnefs  in  attending 
upon  the  forms  of  my  miniftry,  and  efpecially  in  engaging 
others  to  attend  them.  Were  I  to  fay  with  how  many 
heart-felt  pangs  of  fear  and  difquietude  I  have  been  brought, 
during  thefe  latter  years,  to  any  reafonable  meafure  of  in- 
difference.about  theefteemof  the  world,  I  fhould  defcribe 
the  pafTages  which  have  moft  ingrofled  my  mind.  The 
love  of  pleafure  decayed  firft  :  But  yet  I  could  only  part 
with  it  by  degrees  :  And  many  things  of  that  fort  I  conti- 
nued in,  when  I  had  no  pleafure  in  them,  becaufe  I  was 
afhamed  to  leave  them." 

In  a  letter  from  a  clergyman  concerning  the  firft  quef- 
tion  in  the  office  for  the  ordaining  of  deacons,  publifhed  in 
1758,  Mr.  Walker  fays  of  him  felt,  "  As  I  was  ignorant  of 
the  falvation  that  is  in  Chrtft  Jefus>  and  of  my  want  of 
him  in  all  his  offices,  fo  I  had  not  taken  the  lealt  notice  of 
the  fpiritual  ftate  of  others.  It  was  to  me  as  a  thing  I  had 
no  concern  with,  that  fins  of  thegrofleft  kind  were  com- 
mitted on  every  fide  of  me.  And  after  I  was  ordained,  I 
had  no  fight  or  thought  of  the  condition  my  parifhioners 
were  in,  though  I  had  fome  defire  that  they  mould  come  to 
church  and  facrament,  and  not  drink,  fwear,  and  the  like.** 
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But  the  whole  of  this  matter  is  explained  more  -at  large 
in  a  letter  written  by  him  in  the  year  1753  to  a  friend  in 
London,  wherein  he  gives  a  particular  account  of  his  mi- 
niftry  at  Truro  from  the  very  beginning. 

"  In  the  year  1746,  I  undertook  (as  curate)  the  charge 
of  this  populous  and  large  town,  in  many  refpects  the 
principal  town  in  the  county.  GOD  knows  upon  what 
unworthy  views  I  did  it,  and  how  utterly  difqualified  my 
heart  and  head  were  for  my  minifterial  truft.  1  had  been 
then  fome  years  vicar  of  a  neighboring  parifti.  But,  dear 
Sir,  how  mud  I  have  fuffered  the  poor  fouls  there  to  ftarve 
and  perifh,  while  I  was  only  pofTefled  of  hi ftorical  notions 
of  all  the  vitals  of  chriftianity ;  the  corruption  of  man's 
nature,  his  mifery  and  helpleflhefs ;  the  fatisfaction  and 
lunjciency  of  Chrift ;  the  neceflityof  a  renewed  mind ;  the 
need  of  the  work  of  the  Spirit  1  Thefe  I  knew  notionally, 
but  neither  felt  nor  taught  them  practically.  You  mull 
own,  I  ought  to  go  forrowing  to  the  grave  upon  a  review 
of  fix  years  fo  pafled  over.  Neverthelefs  I  was  thought 
well  of,  and  indeed  efteemed  beyond  mod  of  my  brethren, 
for  my  regularity,  decency,  endeavors  to  keep  up  external 
attendances,  and  fomewhat  or  other  in  my  public  addrefles. 
Would  to  GOD  I  were  the  only  one  intruded  with  the 
gofpel  in  thefe  circumftances  !  It  was  at  lead  a  year  after 
the  kind  providence  of  GOD  brought  me  hither,  ere  I  fell 
under  confiderable  fufpicions  or  uneafinefs  about  myfelf 
and  my  manner  of  preaching;  when  by  the  frequent  conn 
verfation  of  a  chrift ian  friend  (verily  tne  firft  perfon  1  ha4 
met  with  truly  pofleffed  of  the  mind  of  Cbriji)  I  became, 
fenfible  all  was  wrong  within  and  without.  My  unea&« 
nefs  was  rather  abiding  than  violent,  poffibly  becaufe  my 
life  had  been  free  of  grofs  fins,  having  been  ufed  in  a  good 
meafure  to  follow  the  direction  of  my  confcience,  and  the 
change  wrought  upon  me  was  flow,  till  under  a  variety  of 
means  I  was  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  as  it  is 
in  Chrift  Jffus." 

In  the  beginning  of  the  above  account,  our  Author  re- 
flects with  concern  upon  the  unworthy  views  which  pre- 
vailed upon  him  to  undertake  the  curacy  of  Truro.  In  or-» 
der  to  acquaint  the  curious  Reader  what  thefe  unworthy- 
views  were,  I  fhall  here  interrupt  the  narrative  to  inform 
htm,  that  in  many  private  converfations  he  often  told  me, 
that  he  was  not  actuated  by  the  leaft  meafure  of  a  minifte- 
rial fpirit  at  the  time  of  his  firft  coming  to  Truro ;  but  that 
his- only  motive  in  going  tp  live  in  that  populous  town,  h\ 
preference  to  any  other  place  in  the  county,  was  the  greater 
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refort  of  company,  and  that  he  might  take  his  pleafure  at 
the  aflemblies,  and  particularly  in  dancing.  Such  was  the 
bent  of  his  inclinations,  before  he  was  partaker  of  the  grace 
of  GOD  in  truth.  He  was  naturally  a  lover  of  pUafurt 
more  than  a  lover  of  GOD.    The  letter  goes  on  : 

"  As  this  work  was  going  forward  in  myfelf,  the  people 
were  made  partakers  01  the  effects  of  it ;  by  and  by  I  be- 
gan to  deal  with  them  as  loft  finners,  and  beat  down  for- 
mality and  felf-righteoufnefs,  and  to  preach  Cbrlfl*  The 
fruit  of  this  by  the  mighty  working  of  the  Spirit  quickly 
appeared.  It  was  a  new  way  to  them.  They  were  fur- 
prized  and  grew  angry,  not  without  an  evident  fear  refting 
upon  them,  and  an  interefting  curiofity  to  hear  me  again  of 
this  matter.  I  have  reafon  to  judge,  that  almoft  all  of  them 
have  been  one  time  or  other  awakened  more  or  lefs,  al- 
though I  fear  many  of  them  have  rejected  the  counfel  of 
GOD  againft  tbemfelves.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  fome 
more  fenfibly  pricked  in  their  hearts,  came  to  me  inquir- 
ing what  they  muft  do  ?  The  number  of  thefe  continually 
increafing,  1  thought  my  utmoft  diligence  was  needful  to- 
wards them.  They  were  univerfally  ignorant  in  the  grof- 
feft  degree.  I  was  glad  to  give  them  as  many  evenings  in 
the  week  as  I  could  fpare,  appointing  them  to  attend  me, 
after  their  work  was  over,  at  my  houfe.  As  there  was  no 
knowledge  of  divine  things  amongft  them,  and  in  confe- 
rence thereof  they  were  incapable  of  inftructingone  ano- 
ther ;  and  withal,  as  they  were  marked  out  by  reproach, 
and  had  every  art  tried  upon  them  to  draw  them  away, 
they  needed  from  me  both  inftrudions  and  cautions,  which 
I  was  obliged  for  thefe  reafons  to  give  them,  either  fingly, 
or  by  two  or  three  together.  This  I  have  continued  to  do 
to  tne  prefent  time,  with  no  variation,  but  that  of  ufing 
the  help  of  thofe,  who  had  made  any  progrefs,  to  watch  over 
beginners.  I  had  from  the  firft  engaged  them  frequently 
to  converfe  together,  and  pray  with  one  another,  as  1  could 
put  them  together;  and  though  the  far  greater  part  of  them 
fell  away  from  their  awakenings,  yet  when  a  number  of 
them  feemed  to  be  fomewhat  confirmed,  they  of  their  own 
accord  met  together  in  larger  bodies  in  their  own  houfes,  to 
read  GOD's  word,  pray,  fing  pfalms,  &c.  This  became 
pretty  much  pra&ifed  about  two  years  ago,  and  herein  I 
have  left  them  to  themfelves,  only  giving  them  directions 
as  need  required.  By  the  grace  of  GOD,  the  number  of 
thofe,  whole  conduct  feemed  to  exprefs  a  lively  faith,  be- 
gan now  to  be  fomething  confiderable,  for  which  reafon 
about  the  latter  end  of  lalt  fummer  it  was  thought  advife- 
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able  to  form  them  into  a  religious  fociety,  which  after  fome 
delays  was  effected  in  the  beginning  of  February.  The 
number  of  members  is  now  upwards  of  feventy.  [It  was 
afterwards  confiderably  increafed.]  While  I  was  delibe- 
rating about  this  fociety,  which  was  to  confift  of  fuch  only 
as  gave  hopes  of  an  edifying  example,  it  was  thought  pro- 
per to  call  together  as  many  others,  as  were  willing,  in  my 
houfe  once  a  week,  as  a  fort  of  nurfery  for  the  principal 
fociety  :  And  by  talking  and  praying  with  them  we  feem 
to  have  found  fome  eftablifhment  among  thofe  who  are 
weaker.  This  hath  been  the  progrefs  of  the  work  among 
ourfelves,  wherein  I  have  reafon  to  believe  we  have  been 
much  forwarded  by  the  bleffing  of  the  Spirit  upon  a  free 
and  practical  expofition  of  the  church  catechifm,  which  I 
have,  after  my  poor  meafure,  made  by  word  of  mouth  the 
Sunday  evenings  of  half  the  year,  an  hour  after  fervice.  I 
have  to  add  farther,  as  that  which  I  doubt  not  will  give . 
you  pleafure,  that  not  long  after  the  commencement  of 
this  work  at  Trure,  feveral  clergymen  of  us  in  the  neigh- 
borhood afibciated  ourfelves  under  the  name  of  the  Par* 
fons  Club,  for  mutual  confultation  and  direction,  in  order 
to  promote  the  great  end  of  our  miniflry." 

The  pious  Editor  gives  a  full  account  of  the  nature  and 
inftitution  of  thefe  focieties,  and  ftates  at  large  many  truly 
edifying  particulars  concerning  Mr.  Walker's  indefatigable 
labors,  both  with  the  people  committed  to  his  charge,  and 
with  foldiers  and  others,  whom  Providence  placed  in  his 
way.  After  which  he  adds,  *  Thus  were  the  labors  of 
this  faithful  Miniftei  of  Chrijl  employed  in  fuperintending 
the  Rock  more  immediately  committed  to  his  care,  in  giv- 
ing his  advice  to  thofe  who  came  to  confult  him  from  neigh* 
boring  places,  and  in  cultivating  a  fpirit  of  religion  among 
thofe,  whofeemedtobemore  accidentally  thrown  in  his  way. 
To  obviate  one  groundlefs  calumny  with  which  the  care- 
lefs  and  lukewarm  have  often  been  apt  to  charge  a  life  of 
ferious  godlinefs,  as  if  it  gave  encouragement  to  the  neg- 
lect of  fecular  bufinefs,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  remark, 
that  at  the  fame  time  that  he  wasearneil  in  prefling  it  upon 
all  that  came  to  him  for  advice,  to  feek  the  kingdom  of 
GOD  and  his  righteoufneis,  as  the  one  thing  needful ;  he 
never  forgot  to  exhort  perfons,  of  all  conditions  and  occu-i 
pations  in  life,  to  apply  themfelves  with  diligence  to  the 
duties  of  their  refpective  callings :  Telling  them,  as  the 
ltrongeft  argument  that  could  be  urged,  that  the  profperi- 
ty  and  tranquillity  of  their  fouls  would  be  more  effectually 
promoted  by  a  careful  and  induflriou§  attention  to  the  bur 
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finefsof  their  flation,  than  by  devoting  themfelves  wholly 
to  the  ftudy  of  religion,  to  the  neglect  of  thofe  employ* 
meats,  which  the  place  that  GOD  had  afllgned  them  in 
the  world  required  at  their  hands.  The  truth  of  which 
obfervation  1  have  heard  confirmed  by  the  experience  of 
thofe,  who  have  hearkened  to  his  couniel  in  this  particular. 
The  twenty-fifth  fermon  upon  the  catechifm,  which  was 
preached  at  Truro  on  the  27th  of  Jpril  in  the  year  1760, 
and  was  the  laft  difcourfe  delivered  by  our  Author  in  pub- 
lic, deferves  our  particular  notice.  The  fubjecl  is  moft 
awful  and  interefting ;  and  the  manner  of  treating  it  awak- 
ening and  affe&ing.  Having  in  fome  of  the  preceding  lec- 
tures confidered  in  a  practical  view  the  refurre&ion  of 
Cbrift  as  head  of  his  body  the  church,  his  afcenfion  into 
the  higheft  heavens  to  prepare  a  place  for  his  people,  and 
his  feffion  at  the  right  hand  of  GOD  as  the  great  Advocate 
and  Interceflbr,  pleading  continually  before  the  Father  the 
propitiatory  facrifice  of  his  obedience  unto  death ;  in  this 
he  reprefents  him  at  his  fecond  coming  as  univerfal  Judge, 
fummoning  all  mankind  before  his  righteous  tribunal.  The 
folemn  tranfa&ions  of  the  day  of  judgement  being,  as 
Should  feem  to  us  accidentally,  the  hibjedt  of  Mr.  Wal- 
ker's laft  addrelsto  his  pariftiioners,  it  gave  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  fpeaking  to  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that,  if  he 
had  been  actually  apprized  that  it  fliould  be  his  laft  fer- 
mon, he  could  not  have  taken  his  leave  of  them  more  pro- 
perly. After  a  very  ferious  and  earnelt  expoftulation  with 
the  carelefs,  idle,  pleafure-loving  finner,  he  concludes  with 
delivering  as  it  were  his  dying  words  to  a  congregation, 
among  whom  he  had  miniftered  fo  long  a  time  with  lb  much 
zeal  and  afiiduity,  in  this  remarkable  paffage  : 

<c  Well ;  we  mall  all  appear  before  the  judgement-feat 
of  Cbrift  together.  There  the  controverfy  between  me 
calling  upon  you  by  the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  and  you  de- 
termined to  abide  in  your  fins,  will  be  decided*  There  it 
will  appear,  whether  your  blood  will  be  upon  your  own 
heads  for  your  obftinate  impenitency,  or  upon  mine  for 
not  giving  you  warning.  Cbrift  will  certainly  either  ac~ 
quit  or  condemn  me  on  this  behalf ;  and  if  I  fhould  he  ac«» 
quitted  herein,  what  will  become  of  you  ?  I  tremble  to 
think,  how  fo  many  words  of  mine  will  be  brought  up 
againft  vou  on  that  day.  What  will  you  fay,  what  will 
you  anlwer,  how  will  you  excufe  yourtelves  ?  O  Sirs,  if 
you  will  not  be  prevailed  upon,  you  will  eternally  curfe  the 
day  that  you  knew  me,  or  heard  one  word  from  my  mouth* 
*\Vhy,  wl>y,  why  will  you  die,  with,  fo  aggravated  a  deftruc- 
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tion  ?  O  think  of  the  judgement,  think  of  it,  and  yon 
will  not  be  able  to  hold  it  out  again  A  your  own  fouls. 
May  the  Lord  incline  you  to  do  fo;  may  he  caufe  this  word 
to  hnk  deep  into  your  hearts ;  may  he  mew  you  all  your 
danger ;  and  with  an  outft  retched  arm  bring  you  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  devil,  and  tranflate  you  into  the  glorious 
kingdom  of  his  dear  Son,  to  his  own  glory  and  your  un- 
speakable happinefs  in  the  day  of  the  appearance  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jcfus  Chrift*  Even  lo,  moil  mighty 
GOD  and  moft  merciful  Father,  for  the  fame  Jefus  Cbrifis 
fake." 

With  thefe  ftriking  words  did  this  faithful  fervant  of 
Chrifl  finifli  his  public  miniftry.  It  has  been  made  evi- 
dent, from  the  account  of  his  conftant  attention  to  the  du- 
ties of  the  facred  office,  that  he  fpared  no  pains  in  ufing 
his  moft  diligent  endeavors  for  the  promoting  of  GOD's 
glory  and  the  edifying  the  people  committed  to  his  charge : 
It  will  now  appear  from  a  few  felected  extracts,  taken  from 
his  own  papers,  that  he  dictated  no  rule  to  others  which 
he  did  not  conform  to  himfelf ;  but  that  an  intimate  know- 
ledge of  his  own  heart,  and  a  deep  experience  of  an  in- 
ward work  of  divine  grace,  enabled  him  to  direct  others 
with  fuch  peculiar  (kill  under  their  feveral  trials  in  the  way 
of  falvation.  Being  himfelf  converted,  not  to  a  notional 
airent  remaining  in  the  head,  but  to  a  lively  operative  faith 
working  by  love  in  the  deep  ground  of  the  heart,  he  knew 
after  what  manner  to  ftrenethen  his  brethren. 
A  Specimen  of  Mr,  Walker  s  Experiences,  and  of  his  watch* 

fulnefs  over  his  own  heart • 

Sunday  September  17,  1752*  "  Thurfday  night  laft  I  was 
vifited  with  a  fudden  and  violent  diforder,  which  in  a  few 
minutes  brought  my  life  into  danger.  Such  was  GOD's 
good  pleafure.  It  was  his  fatherly  goodnefs  hereby  to  give 
me  a  more  practical  and  interefting  fenfe  of  death  and  eter- 
nity. Hereby  he  hath  taught  me  the  great  importance  of 
every  hour  I  live ;  I  can  fay  now,  I  feel  it  with  a  more  ac- 
tive impreuion.  May  I  number  my  reftored  days  wifely  ! 
nor  may  the  things  of  this  life  ever  more  feparate  eternal 
things  from  before  my  eyes !  may  I  live  to  his  glory,  who 
hath  thus  lengthened  my  days !  Remember,  my  foul,  in 
the  confufion  of  the  hafty  hour,  how  little  thou  couldft 
do  ;  juft  no  more  than  prefent  a  broken  refignation  of  thy- 
felf  into  the  hands  of  thy  heavenly  Father.  Remember 
how  thou  waft  opprefled  with  a  fpiritual  infenfibility ;  all 
the  objects  of  faith  how  dead  and  flat;  how  without  either 
fear,  or  hope,  or  truft  in  any  degree  of  lively  exercifef 
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Ah,  my  foul,  the  dying  hour  is  not  for  the  work  of  religi- 
on, for  gaining  an  intereft  in  Cbri/l.  This  mud  be  the  bu- 
finefs  of  my  healthy  days.  In  thefe  I  mud  feek  to  hum- 
ble my  foul,  renounce  myfelf,  call  off  all  dependence  on 
myfelf,  and  on  every  thing,  which  by  the  grace  of  GOD 
is  wrought  in  me,  and  to  work  out  my  fa  1  vat  ion  drawn  by 
the  love  of  Jefus  to  yield  myfelf  to  him  the  purchafe  of 
his  blood*  Now  1  mutt  feek  peace  in  believing  on  the  Son 
of  GOD,  and  prove  that  I  have  a  title  to  juflification 
through  him  by  all  the  evidences  of  his  Spirit  working  in 
me*  Keep  me  in  this  faith,  thou  Mediator,  with  whom  1 
do  heartily  truft  my  foul.  Yea,  increafe  this  faith  in  me* 
And  let  me  know  tnat  I  belong  to  thee  by  the  fan&ification 
of  my  corrupt  nature  more  and  more*  Sunk  as  I  am  into 
the  grave  and  death  of  (in,  let  me  hear  the  powerful  voice 
of  thy  word,  and  feel  thy  quickening  influences  upon  my 
heart,  and  come  forth,  and  ¥he  in  holy  obedience  to  thy 
call.  Yea,  let  me  live  .no  more  to  myfelf*  Thou  haft 
given  me  warning,  a  fufficient  fummons  to  be  ready,  that 
by  and  by  I  muft  be  away.  Let  me  live  to  thee,  that  thoU 
roaveft  acknowledge  me  at  thy  judgement." 

Sunday  March  4,  1753.  "  "*c  endurance  and  good- 
nefs  of  GOD  I  am  alive  this  day,  and  have  been  enabled 
without  difturbance  to  renew  the  covenant  of  grace.  Praife 
be  to  GOD,  my  mind  was  clear,  my  confidence  quiet,  and 
with  due  deliberation,  and  without  diftractton  1  was  before 
the  Lord.  I  rauft  blefs  him  alfo  that  the  ordinance  was 
with  comfort.  Faith  feemed  in  exercife  more  than  ufual 
to  fee,  receive,  and  in  fome  meafure  to  appropriate  Cbri/l 
to  me  in  communicating.  Though  always  I  have  caufe 
to  complain  of  the  hardnefs  of  my  heart,  yet  now  I  could 
in  fome  fort  mourn  and  love.  1  found  heartinefs  in  my 
purpofes  of  ferving  the  glory  and  intereft  of  GOD  in 
Chrifty  and  was  forward  to  make  a  full  furrender  of  myfelf, 
depending  upon  divine  grace.  It  has  been  a  day  with  me 
fignally  marked  with  divine  favor.  Notwithstanding  the 
infenfibility  and  unbelief  of  my  heart,  I  am  returned  re* 
joicing.  What  now  (hall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  ?  It  may 
pe,  fome  greater  trial  than  ordinary  is  at  hand.  Let  me 
be  mindful  therefore  of  the  vows  I  have  this  day  made* 
Thy  peculiar  fuit,  my  foul,  was  that  pride  might  no  longer 
have  dominion  over  us  ;  that  the  lofs  of  mens  opinion  and 
f  fteem  might  not  fright  on  one  fide,  nor  the  approbation 
of  friends  puff  us  up  on  tile  other*  We  fued  alfo  for  a 
more  enlarged  fpirit  of  love,  that  thofe  who  fpeak  evil 
Sgainft  us,  or  ufe  us  ill  tor  the  work's- lake,  may  be  enter* 
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tained  with  companion  and  forgivenefs,  without  refent* 
ment  or  hatred.  We  fued  for  this  charitable  mind  and  de- 
meanor towards  thofe  miftaken  perfons,  who,  prejudiced 
to  their  own  opinions,  reprefent  us  as  not  preaching  the 
word  of  GOD  foundly.  Lord,  it  is  thy  pleafure  to  try 
roe  with  the  reproaches  of  the  wanton  and  carelefs ;  and 
with  the  mifapprehenfions  of  thofe,  who  having  conceived 
tmfafe  evidences  of  faith  blame  me  that  I  fpeak  not  as  they 
do,  and  ignorantly  oppofe  themfelves.  Lord,  keep  me 
in  a  charitable  temper  to  endure  with  meeknefs  the  outra- 
ges of  the  one  and  the  prejudiced  miftakings  of  the  other  of 
thefe,  betwixt  whom  my  lot  is  fallen  to  me  !  We  intreated 
alfo  thy  blefling  on  our  fociety  of  minifters.  Grant,  O 
GOD,  that  it  may  be  a  blefled  inftrument  of  reviving  true 
practical  religion.  Keep  us  fronv  pride,  and  debate,  and 
jealoufy  !  grant  us  to  watch  over  one  another  in  love  !  and 
be  thou  ever  with  us  enlarging  all  our  hearts  with  zeal, 
conftancy,  and  charity,  and  mortifying  the  world  and  our 
lufts  continually;  that  as  we  are  feparated  to  the  mi- 
niftry,  we  may  mind  this  one  thing  to  feed  the  fheep. 
And  to  me,  O  my  GOD,  give  all  needful  direction,  that 
I  may  fpeak  boldly  and  prudently  among  them,  humbly 
and  affectionately,  without  pride  or  refentment.  See  now, 
my  foul,  the  work  before  thee  ;  but  fhrink  not :  Remem- 
ber how  GOD  hath  vifited  thee  this  day.  Be  ftrong  and 
of  good  courage,  and  yet  be  fearful  left  thou  let  any  thing 
of  all  this  flip.    Thou  great  Shepherd,  leave  me  not. 

tut/day  April  27,  1 756.  "  I  have  found  myfelf  this  day 
greatly  exercifed  by  fear  of  men.  I  would,  I  hope,  be,  and 
live  wholly  to  GOD's  glory,  and  aft  as  his  interefts  re- 
quire;  but  I  experience  a  lurking  defire  of  man's  efteem 
mixing  with  the  natural  timidity  of  my  conftitution, 
which  makes  me  inwardly  draw  back  from  any  approach- 
ing trial,  in  which  I  am  to  look  in  the  face  perfons  of  an 
angry  and  violent  temper.  It  is  to  the  free  and  mighty  in- 
fluence of  the  Spirit  of  GOD  1  owe  it,  that  this  tear  hath 
not  dominion,  and  that,  in  defpite  of  it,  I  am  enabled  to 
perfxft  in  the  ways  of  GOD  and  the  difcharge  of  my  duty, 
in  oppofition  to  this  fecret  enemy.  Yet  I  have  reafon  to 
fufpedt,  that  though  it  doth  not  hinder  me  from  doing,  yet 
it  cramps  me  in  doing.  I  defire  to  wait  with  patience,  to 
be  humbled,  to  be  thankful  for  the  meafure  of  liberty  be- 
ftowed  on  me,  and  to  believe  afways  that  his  grace  rs  fufli- 
cient  for  roe.  How  hard  is  it  to  be  angry  and  fin  not !  as 
much  as  felf  mixes,  it  is  finful,   I  think,  not  more  than 
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twice  in  my  life  have  I  been  angry  without  plainly  feeing 
fin.  1  fuppofe  true  gofpel  Z*Ao;  [zeall  does  not  ruffle  the 
temper,  nor  leave  any  perturbation  behind  it.  It  muft  be 
perfectly  confident  with  meeknefs,  and  is  finful,  if  not 
accompanied  with  companion  :  He  looked  about  upon  them 
tvith  indignation,  being  grieved  at  the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts* 
Surely  our  zeal  and  meeknefs  bear  proportion  to  our  humi- 
lity. I  have  moil  zeal  and  leaft  wildfire,  when  I  am  mod 
humbled  in  the  fenfe  of  my  fins.  Lord  make  me  humble ! 
Lord  keep  me  humble !" 

Tucfday  June  15,  1756.  "  I  know  not  how  many  evil 
tempers  I  have  found  working  this  day ;  particularly,  con* 
ceit,  when  converting  with—.  I  have  been  kept  from 
trials  this  day  ;  fo  can  fay  nothing  what  degrees  of  preva- 
lence I  am  under  of  fear  of  men.  I  have  come  very  fhort 
of  that  actual  communion  with  GOD  by  meditation  and 
ejaculation  that  I  wifh  for." 

Monday y  'June  28.  "  Sloth  and  buiinefs  have  prevented 
me  the  days  pail  from  continuing  my  journal,  but  I  am 
fenfible  or  the  want  of  it.  I  cannot  walk  clofely  with 
GOD  without  daily  watchfulnefs  and  examination.  Yef- 
terday's  fermon  related  to  a  fenfe  of  the  finfulnefs  of  fin,  as 
the  great  principle  on  which  converfation  (lands  con  trad  if- 
tinguifhed  from  fervile  fear.  I  cannot  be  fo  clear  as  I  wifh 
on  this  point. — In  private  exercifes  I  find  a  defire  to  ferve 
GOD,  and  wifh  to  fee  him  glorified  :  But  my  heart  I  find 
exceedingly  felfifh,  in  the  world. — This  day  on  the  road 
to  —  I  enjoyed  ufeful  meditation  two  hours;  my  heart 
much  drawn  up  to  GOD,  and  approving  his  fervice  and 
prefence  :  But  in  the  remainder  of  my  journey  I  was  con- 
fufed,  and  foraetimes  found  myfelf  carried  away  by  carnal 
fears,  and  proud  reafonings.  I  refolved  to  be  hlent  in  tho 
company  I  was  to  meet,  if  I  might  not  be  ferviceable ;  and 
have  found  this  evening  the  need  and  difficulty  of  being 
fo;  GOD  grant  me  the  fpirit  of  meeknefs  and  charity. 

Wednefday,  June  30.  "  I  find  it  exceeding  difficult  to 
hold  communion  with  GOD,  when  not  more  immediately 
engaged  in  minifterial  duties.  Converfation  this  day  has 
been  rather  about  religion  than  religious.  I  want  more 
of  Chri/Ps  temper  of  meeknefs,  having  reafon  to  fufpedr. 
myfelf  too  folicitous  when  blamed  unjuftly.  I  fee  how 
vain  it  is  to  think  of  gaining  Ckrift  without  forfaking  all. 
Lord,  make  me  more  and  more  dead  to  the  world  !" 

Monday,  July  5.  "  1  was  driving  much  in  prayer  lafl 
night  and  this  morning  for  a  fenfe  ot  the  finfulnefs  of  fin. 
My  heart  feems  to  have  been  quickened  by  it  through  the 
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day,  to  keep  clofe  with  GOD :  Yet  Row  often  have  I 
forgotten  him !  O  that  I  could  love  him  more !  1  have 
been  kept  pretty  much  from  fear  refpecting  an  approaching 
trial,  being  poflefled  with  defire  of  profeffing  Ckrift,  with 
fome  confidence  in  his  protection,  and  with  companion  to- 
ward gainfayers.  I  have  feen  this  day  how  needful  it  is  to 
watch  again  ft  a  party  fpirit,  and  to  love  all  that  love 
Chrift,  leaving  them  to  their  own  opinions,  and  to  avoid 
love-deftroying  debates.  I  was  rather  affe&ed,  than  pi* 
oufly  devout  in  the  prayers  at  a  funeral— 1  ought  to  guard 
againft  a  fort  of  defponding  thoughts  from  external  circum- 
flances ;  and  from  carnal  proud  reafonings  in  my  own  hearth 

lVtdneJdayy  July  7.  "  Frame  difordered  at  waking, 
though  otherwife  when  I  lay  down.  My  comfort  is,  my 
falvation  depends  not  on  me,  but  Chrlfty  the  fame  yeflerday, 
to  day,  and  for  ever,  though  I  am  fo  changeable. — Do  I 
choole  GOD  for  my  portion  ?  If  fo,  why  do  I  forget 
him  fo  often,  and  think  of  him  fo  coldly  }n 

Monday,  July  26.  "  On  reflection,  I  fee  my  fafeft  way 
is  fitting  down  and  abiding  in  the  place  I  am  called  to. 
When  abfent  from  it,  though  in  the  waj  of  duty,  I  do 
not  fo  well  retain  the  poffeffion  of  my  own  mind. — This 
day  I  obferved  at  waking,  as  I  have  often  done,  that  the 
application  of  my  heart  to  think  on  GOD  was  rather  by 
force,  it  was  not  eafy  to  keep  him  in  view,  though  I  had  fo 
many  caufes  of  thankfulnefs. — I  have  been  engaged  all  this 
day  in  fome  needful  fervice ;  yet  find  myfelf  apt  to  feek 
my  own  pleafure  even  in  doing  GOD's  work.  I  ought  to 
be  more  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  my  office,  and  to  de- 
pend upon  and  pray  moft  earneltly  for  the  influences  of 
GOD's  Spirit  on  myfelf  and  labors.  To  be  humble  in 
the  fenfe  of  my  vilenefs,  and  to  believe  the  fufEciency  of 
Cbri/i,  I  find  the  two  hardeft  things  I  have  to  attain." 

Tuefday,  dnguft  10.  "  This  club-day.  I  have  not 
found  fuch  defire  after  it  as  formerly.  This  is  a  great 
fault.  I  am  not  thankful  as  I  ought  for  fuch  friends  and 
opportunities :  Nor  do  1  meet  them  with  fu  it  able  defires  of 
receiving  and  communicating  good.  I  mould  regard  the 
club  as  a  difiinguifhed  bleffing,  and  as  laying  me  under  pe- 
culiar obligations;  and  be  continually  influenced  by  the' 
expectations  which  the  world  has  from  us.  GOD  has  re- 
moved fome  outward  trials  I  have  been  under;  yet  1 
would  remember  that  Cbrifi  is  our  peace." 

fVtdnefday,  jfuguft  1 1.  u  Apt  to  wander  in  family 
prayer.  My  fiate  is  of  very  low  advancement ;  more  efpe- 
cially  this  appears  by  the  infrequent  applications  of  my 
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heart  to  GOD ;  a  true  fpirituality  of  temper  I  fufpecl  I 
need  for  this  reaion ;  and  that  fufpicion  demands  my  ftri&eft 
inquiry.— Laft  week,  when  in  trials,  1  feem  to  have  been 
better  than  this  when  out  of  them  :  Let  me  inquire,  whe- 
ther I  am  driven  to  Chr  'tjl  by  necefiity  or  drawn  by  love." 

Monday,  Augujl  23.  "  The  devotions  of  this  morning 
were  fhortened  by  the  expectation  of  bufinefs.  Somewhat 
like  this  often  happens,  and  demands  my  greater  attention. 
—Great  experience  this  day  of  a  corrupted  heart ;  though 
not  fignally  overcome,  yet  not  watchful  as  I  ought.™ 

Tuefdayy  Augujl  24.  iC  Public  duty  incroached  on  the 
morning  s  private  exercife.— Had  this  day  for  fome  hours 
a  peculiar  fear  of  falling  away  :  I  obferved  the  acTings  of 
faith  were  weak ;  yet  could  not  get  them  lively  :  Seemed 
however  determined  for  GOD  in  Cbrift.—\  am  certainly 
influenced  by  a  principle  which  makes  me  not  unwatchful 
againft  fin,  and  not  altogether  unready  to  duty  :  But  is  it 
from  the  right  motive,  faith  working  by  love  ? — Greatly 
wanting  in  thankfulnefs." 

Jan.  6,  1757.  "  I  am  well  fatisfied,  the  defire  of  efteem, 
or  fear  of  men,  hath  too  much  influence  on  mv  conduct. 
Lord,  turn  the  fear  of  mens  faces  into  a  love  of  tneir  fouls." 

We  now  come  to  finifti  this  account  of  Mr.  Walker's 
life  and  miniftry  by  (hewing  his  behavior  during  his  laft  ill- 
nefs,  and  what  lupport  he  found  from  religion,  while  in  the 
near  views  of  approaching  death.    This,  it  will  be  con- 
fefled  on  all  hands,  is  a  fcene  in  which  the  truth  and  fince- 
rity  of  a  man's  religion  is  put  to  the  teft.    Todifarm  the 
king  of  terrors  of  every  appearance  of  horror,  and  to  wel- 
come his  fummons  as  a  call  from  a  vain  and  miferable 
world  to  a  world  of  endlefs  and  unfpeakable  felicity,  is  the 
fole  property  of  a  firm  faith  in  the  GOD  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrijly  who  according  to  his  abundant  mercy 
hath  begotten  us  again  unto  a  lively  hope  by  the  refurrec- 
tion  of  ye fus  Chrtft  from  the  dead.    Now,  as  our  Author 
perceived  nis  foul  to  be  greatly  ftrengthened  and  eftablifhed 
in  grace,  the  nearer  he  advanced  towards  eternity,  fo  will 
the  attestation  of  this  matter  of  fa6t,  which  was  ground  of 
comfort  to  himfelf,  be  to  others  a  fpecial  confirmation  of 
the  truths  he  maintained,  when  they  are  aflured  that  under 
the  influence  of  them  he  'finifhed  his  days  in  peace,  and 
committed  his  foul  and  body  into,  the  hands  of  GOD, 
without  the  leaft  doubt  of  being  received  into  an  happy 
immortality.    After  the  27th  of  April  in  the  year  1760,  aj 
was  before  obferved,  Mr.  Walker  was  di fabled  from  per- 
forming any  farther  fervice  in  the  public  congregation. 
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At  this  time  he  was  feized  with  a  fever,  which  confined 
him  feveral  weeks  to  his  room  at  Truro:  When  he  had  in 
fome  degree  recovered  his  ftrength  after  the  abatement  of 
the  fever,  a  cough  (till  hung  upon  him,  for  which,  as  it 
foreboded  a  consumption,  he  was  ordered  to  Briftol  for  the 
ufe  of  the  waters  in  the  month  of  Juguft.    Having  ftaid 
two  months  there  with  little  or  no  benefit,  he  went  in  the 
autumn  to  Kington  in  Warwick/hire  with  an  intention  of 
fpending  fome  time  with  the  reverend  Mr.  Talbot,  vicar 
of  that  parilh,  and  afterwards  of  St.  Giles's  in  Reading  ; 
hut,  a  bad  feafon  of  the  year  coming  on,  he  was  ordered 
back  to  the  Briftol  wells.    There  he  continued  till  the 
middle  of  December,  when  it  was  judged  proper  that  he 
fhould  be  removed  to  fome  dry  healthy  fpot  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  London,  where  he  could  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
a  good  air.    Upon  this,  having  before  been  invited  by  the 
earl  of  Dartmouth  to  try  the  air  at  Blaekbeath,  he  went 
thither  a  few  days  before  Chriflmas.    Being  fituated  in  a 
place  fo  near  London,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  having  the 
belt  advice;  but  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  medicine  to 
Hop  the  progrefs  of  his  difeafe.    It  is  worthy  our  notice 
to  obferve,  how  remarkably  the  providence  of  GOD  raifed 
up  friends  to  fupply  his  feveral  wants  throughout  his  ill- 
nefs.    After  refigning  the  vicarage  of  Talland,  the  curacy 
of  Truro  was  the  whole  of  his  income.    The  pay  was  but 
fmall,  and  his  expences  were  neceflarily  increafed  to  a 
jrreat  degree  by  a  long  continued  ficknefs.    But  he  had  re- 
iigned  himfelf  into  the  hands  of  GOD,  and  found  the  pro- 
mife  verified,  that  he  never  will  forfake  thofe  [Pfot*  xxxvii. 
2C.  Matth,  vi.  33.]  who  commit  themfelves  to  the  care 
or  his  fatherly  protection.    Being  in  the  houfe  of  the  earl 
and  countefs  of  Dartmouth,  he  had  all  the  afliftance  that 
his  critical  fituation  could  require.    Prefents  alfo  were 
conveyed  to  him  from  his  friends  at  Truro,  and  at  other 
places,  whofe  love  to  him  was  fuch,  that  they  were  ready 
to  have  furnifhed  him  with  whatever  fupplies  of  money 
he  might  have  flood  in  need  of.  And  to  the  honor  of  thole 
gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  who  were  confulted,  it  mull  be 
recorded,  that  as  foon  as  they  were  feverally  apprized  of 
the  circumftances  of  their  patient,  they  not  only  gave  their 
attendance  gratis,  but  feemed  to  take  delight  in  offering 
him  their  fervice. 

It  appeared  to  be  ordered,  by  a  peculiar  appointment  of 
divine  providence,  that  Mr.  fValker,  after  he  had  finifhed  his 
mini/try  at  Truro,  mould  abide  a  confiderable  time  in  the 
Urge  and  populous  city  of  Briftol,  and  that  he  fhould  af- 
terwards 
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ttrwards  fpend  the  laft  feven  months  of  his  life  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  great  metropolis.  Several  ferious 
perfons,  both  of  the  clergy  and  laity,  in  and  about  London 
and  Bri/lol,  vilited  him  frequently  in  his  illnefs,  to  whom 
his  convention  was  blefTed  in  a  very  fingular  manner.  By 
his  knowledge  and  experience  he  was  eminently  qualified  to 
lead  others  to  an  acquaintance  with  their  own  hearts,  and 
to  the  difcovery  of  the  comforts  and  privileges  of  thegof- 
pel,  as  well  as  to  inftruft  minifters  in  the  faithful  difcharge 
of  their  important  office ;  fo  that,  when  bodily  weaknels 
prevented  him  from  preaching  any  more  in  public,  by 
his  talent  in  converting,  in  which  he  remarkably  ex- 
celled, he  was  made  inftrumental  in  promoting  the  glory 
of  GOD,  and  the  good  of  many  fouls.  He  continue! 
to  the  very  lafl,  whenever  his  ftrength  would  enable  him 
to  fpeak,  to  give  fuitable  exhortations  to  thofe  that  were 
about  him. 

With  regard  to  his  own  experiences  in  this  lafl  and  lan- 
guid feafon  of  his  life,  of  which  he  frequently  fpake  to 
thofe  about  him,  he  complained  in  general  of  great  dead- 
nefs  of  fpiritual  affections,  and  of  the  abfencc  of  all  fenfi- 
ble  imprelTions  of  joy  and  delight  in  the  contemplation  of 
the  exceeding  love  of  GOD  towards  him,  and  of  his  ap- 
proaching happy  change.  As  he  difavowed  in  principle 
any  dependence  upon  religious  frames,  as  a  recommenda- 
tion to  GOD's  favor,  thinking  it  a  fcheme  which  favors 
too  much  of  felf-righteoufnefs,  and  had  learnt  to  call  his 
whole  confidence  upon  the  promifes  of  GOD  freely  of- 
fered in  the  gofpel  of  Cbrift  to  Turners,  convinced  of  their 
guilt  and  helpleflhefs ;  fo  he  was  quite  contented  and  eafy 
in  his  mind  under  the  want  of  thofe  fenfations.  But  it  is 
reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  the  coldnefs  and  deadnefs  of  his 
attentions  were  in  a  great  meafure,  if  not  wholly,  owing  to 
the  extreme  weak  flate  of  his  body.  An  inward  burning 
fever,  attended  with  profufe  night  fweats,  had  wafted  his 
vital  flrength;  a  Aubborn  cough  continually  hung  upon, 
him  ;  neither  his  food  nor  his  medicines  did  him  any  fer-  • 
vice;  a  general  languor  opprelTed  his  whole  frame,  and  his 
fpirits  were  reduced  to  a  very  low  Hate.  At  thofe  times 
when  the  powers  of  nature  Failed  him  mod,  he  was  wont 
to  break  out  into  fuch  expreflions  as  thefe  ;  "  What  a  re- 
ferable creature  fhould  I  be  in  my  prefent  fituation,  if  I 
could  not  look  upon  GOD  as  my  Covenant-GOD,  my 
reconciled  Father  in  Chrijl?  The  weaknefs  of  my  body 
and  of  my  fpirits  deprives  me  of  all  joyous  fenfations;  but 
my  faith  »n  GOD's  promifes,  1  blefs  the  Lord,  is  tirm  and 
unfliaken.    What  though  my  lofs  of  ftrength  and  fpirits 
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robs  me  of  all  comfortable  communion  with  GOD,  ttiff 
promifes  are  not  therefore  made  void.  ^Abraham  be- 
lieved, and  it  was  counted  to  him  for  righteoufnefs.  I 
believe  that  GOD  is  faithful  and  true  in  all  his  decla- 
rations of  mercy,  which  I  have  fought  for,  though  I 
cannot  now  feel  the  imprefiions  of  his  love."  Upon 
feveral  occafions  he  was  heard  to  fay,  "  I  blefs  GOD, 
that  upon  the  clofeft  review  of  my  life,  for  thefe  ten 
years  paft,  I  can  fee  evident  marks  of  my  having  lived 
with  a  {ingle  eye  to  the  glory  of  GOD,  in  oppofition  to 
the  felfiflinefs  of  my  nature."  And  likewife,  "  The  near- 
er I  advance  towards  eternity,  the  more  I  am  confirmed 
in  the  truth  of  the  doctrines  which  I  have  preached  and 
publifhed.  1  am  fure  they  will  ftand  the  teft  of  the  laft 
day.  Conviction  of  fin,  original  as  well  as  actual,  is  the 
grand  inlet  to  all  faving  knowledge ;  where  this  is  wanting, 
the  fuperftru&ure  will  not  ftand  ;  but  if  this  foundation  be 
deeply  laid,  the  heart  will  then  welcome  the  glad  tidings  of 
falvation." 

Upon  the  whole  we  may  obferve,  that  under  a  continu- 
ed abfence  of  all  fenfible  comfort  he  poflefled  his  foul  in 
the  moil  fettled,  abiding,  folid  peace,  never  admitting  the 
leaft  doubt  of  his  acceptance  with  GOD.  Nothing  was 
more  remarkable  in  him  than  the  conftant,  even,  and  un- 
difturbed  tranquillity  which  he  maintained  under  the  fre- 
quent changes  that  attended  his  diforder.  It  fometimes 
happened,  that  upon  an  alteration  of  his  medicines  there 
appeared  hope  ot  his  recovery  :  At  fuch  times  he  was  ob- 
ferved  to  take  delight  in  the  profpedt.  of  returning  to  the 
f  xercile  of  his  mini  dry  among  his  people  at  Truro,  of  whom 
lie  never  fpake  without  evident  tokens  of  fingular  pleafure 
and  fatisfaction  in  them  ;  fometimes  not  without  tears  of 
affection,  and  tender  concern  for  the  welfare  of  their  fouls* 
When  thefe  /hort-lived  hopes  were  vanilhed,  and  the  dan- 
gerous fymptoms  of  his  diforder  returned,  no  alteration 
appeared  in  the  frame  of  his  mind  :  He  only  turned  his 
views  to  the  aweful  fcenethat  called  for  his  more  immedi- 
ate attention,  and  fpake  with  equal  delight  of  the  joys  re- 
ferved  beyond  the  grave  for  the  faithful  fervants  of  the 
living  GOD.  It  never  could  be  discovered,  that  he  defired 
to  live,  or  wiflied  to  die.  His  foul  was  all  fubmiflion  to 
the  will  of  his  heavenly  Father,  and  his  whole  concern 
feemed  to  be,  to  preferve  that  temper  of  mind,  wherein  he 
might  have  faid  with  St.  Paul,  None  of  us  liveth  to  him/elf, 
and  no  man  dieth  to  himfclf.  For  whether  we  live,  we  live 
unto  the  Lord,  and  whether  we  die,  we  die  unto  the  Lord : 
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iVhetherwe  Itvey  therefore^  or  die,  we  are  the  Lora*s.  His  pati- 
ence was  not  worn  out,  but  ftrengthened  and  increafed,  by 
the  continuation  ami  increafe  of  his  fufferings.  If  at  any- 
time, which  feldom  happened,  an  expreffion  had  efcaped  his 
lips,  that  feemed  to  favor  of  fretfulnefs  or  impatience,  he 
was  obferved  to  check  and  reprove  himfelf :  At  the  laft,  in- 
deed, patience  appeared  to  have  had  her  perfect  work ;  for 
nothing  of  this  kind  was  difcovered  in  him  for  fome  time* 
before  his  death.  What  he  endured  within  the  laft  fix 
weeks  from  an  inward  parching  heat,  is  almoft  inexpreffi- 
ble.  His  only  apprehenfions  under  thefe  trying  circum* 
fiances  were,  left  his  patience  (hould  not  hold  out,  and  that 
he  ihould  wilh  for  a  releafe  fooner  than  GOD  mould  fee 
fit  to  grant  it.  But  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  preferve  in. 
him  a  fpirit  of  refignation  to  the  laft.  To  this  view  of 
his  behavior  in  this  his  laft  fcene  I  ftiall  fubjoin  two  letters, 
written  by 'him  to  his  neareft  and  moft  intimate  friend  at 
Truro.  The  former  is  dated  fifteen  days,  the  latter  but 
five,  before  his  death. 

"  My  deareft,  moft  faithful  Friend, 

€t  My  diforder,  though  by  no  means  affording  to  myfelf 
the  leaft  profpedt,  of  recovery,  yet  feems  to  affect  me  ap 
prefent  more  with  weaknefs,  than  with  that  violent  heat, 
which  rendered  me  incapable  of  all  thought.  I  can  now, 
bleffed  be  GOD,  think  a  little,  and  with  what  comfort  do 
I  both  receive  your  thoughts  and  communicate  mine  to 
you  !  O  !  my  dear  friend,  what  do  we  owe  to  the  Lord  for 
one  another !  more  than  I  could  have  conceived,  had  not 
GOD  fent  me  to  die  elfewhere.  We  fhall  have  time  to 
praife  the  Lord  when  we  meet  in  the  other  world.  I  ftand 
and  look  upon  that  bleffed  world  with  an  eftabliflied  heart: 
I  fee  the  way  prepared,  opened,  and  affured  to  me  in  Jcfus 
Chrtft  :  And  for  ever  bleffed  be  the  name  of  GOD,  that  I 
can  look  upon  death,  that  introduces  that  glorious  fcene, 
without  any  kind  of  fear.  I  find  my  grand  duty  ftill  is 
fubmiflion  as  to  time  and  circumftances.  Why  fhould  not 
1  fay  to  you,  that  I  find  nothing  come  fo  near  my  heart,  as 
the  fear  left  my  will  fhould  thwart  GOD's  in  any  circum- 
ftance ;  here  1  think  I  am  enabled  to  watch  and  pray  in 
fome  poor  meafure.  Well,  my  dear  friend,  I  am  but  ftep- 
pine  a  little  before  you.  You  will  foon  alfo  get  your  re-, 
leaie,  and  there  we  fhall  triumph  for  ever  in  the  name,  and 
love,  and  power  of  the  lamb.  Adieu ;  your's  in  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrifl  for  ever.  Amen* 

Blackheath,  July  4,  1 761 .  S.  W." 
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"  My  deareft  Friend, 

"  With  great  confulion  of  thought,  Tnave  no  doubt s> 
great  confidence,  great  fubmiffion,  no  complaining.  The 
great  thing,  which  I  always  feared,  is,  I  believe,  coming 
upon  me ;  chat  1 4m  coming  into  a  diarrhoea,  confined  to 
my  bed,  and  have  no  ftrength.  As  to  aclual  views  of  the 
joys  that  are  coming,  1  have  none;  but  a  ftedfaft  belief  ot 
them  in  Chrift.  What  I  have  found  in  mvfelf  for  months, 
both  as  to  the  review  of  time  part,  and  the  prefent  work- 
ings of  the  Spirit,  has  left  me  without  all  doubt  of  my 
union  with  Chri/l>  &e. 

Bldckheath,  July  14,  1 761.  "  S.  W." 

On  the  Tuefday  morning  he  diclated  the  above  letter,  for 
at  that  time  he  was  not  able  to  hold  a  pen  in  his  hand.  A 
few  hours  after  the  fymptoms  of  his  approaching  diflblution 
began  to  fhew  themlelves,  his  throat  rattled,  a  cold  clam- 
my fweat  ran  down  his  cheeks,  and  the  mufcles  of  his  arms 
and  face  appeared  to  be  convulfed  with  frequent  fpafms  and 
contractions.  His  heart,  to  ufe  his  own  expreflion,  feemed* 
to  him  to  be  tied  round  with  thongs.  He  (till  fpake  of 
thefe  prefages  of  his  death  with  the  utmofl  calmnefs  and 
nompoiure,  and  begged  of  hrs  friends  about  him  that  they 
would  prav  for  him,  that  he  might  hold  out  with  patience 
unto  the  end.  It  being  obferved  by  one  of  them  fitting  on 
his  bedfide,  what  a  bleflinghe  enjoyed  in  his  prefent  fitua- 
tion,  that  his  foul  was  ripe  for  heaven  and  eternity,  he  inter- 
rupted him  with  faying,  '*  That  the  body  oT  ttn  was  not 
yet  done  awavt  but  that  he  mould  continue  a  fmner  to  the 
laft  g'ifp,  and  defired  that  he  would  pray  for  him  as  fucli." 
Thus  lowly  and  humbly  did  he  think  ot  himfelf  even  un- 
der all  his  attainments  in  grace.  In  this  lingering  manner 
he  continued  the  five  or  fix  laft  days  without  any  other  vi- 
iible  alteration  in  his  body  than  gradually  growing  weaker. 
But  notwithstanding  all  his  former  deadnels  and  drynefs  ot 
foul  which  he  complained  of,  it  ple-ifed  GOD  to  fhed 
abroad  in  his  heart  a  lively  fenfe  of  his  love  and  favor,  and 
a  ftrong  foretafte  of  heavenlv  joy,  before  he  took  him  to 
the  enjoyment  of  himfelf.  On  the  7burfday  ftarting  up 
from  an  apparent  fit  of  dozing,  he  took  hold  of  his  nurfe 
by  the  hand,  who  was  fitting  near  him,  and  uttered  this 
rapturous  expreflion  :  "  I  have  been  upon  the  wings  of  the 
cherubim  ;  heaven  has  in  a  manner  been  opened  to  me ;  I 
ihall  be  foon  there  myfelf,  and  am  only  forry  that  I  cannot 
take  you  with  me."  The  next  day,  while  a  young  cler- 
gyman, who  came  from  adiftant  part  of  the  country  tovi- 
£t  his  departing  friend,  wa*  (landing  near  his  bedhde,  he 
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lift  up  his  eyes  in  a  manner  that  befpoke  a  joy  more  than 
words  could  utter,  and  addrefled  him  thus,  "  O  !  my 
friend,  had  I  ftrength  to  fpeak,  I  could  tell  you  fuch  news, 
as  would  rejoice  your  very  foul :  1  have  haa  fuch  views  of 
heaven — But  I  am  not  able  to  fay  more,"    On  the  Satur- 
day his  voice  faultered  exceedingly,  and  his  head  feemed  ra- 
ther to  ramble.    We  fcarce  imagined  he  could  have  lived 
out  the  day,  and  Indeed  had  he  not  been  a  remarkably 
ftrong  made  man,  it  is  not  conceivable  that  he  could  have 
fupported  it  fo  long  under  fo  fevere  and  fatiguing  an 
nefs.    He  pailed  the  night  however  in  extreme  weaknefs  ; 
and  about  nine  o'clock  the  next  morning,  it  pleafed  GOD 
to  releafe  him  from  all  his  fufFerings.  The  evident  concern 
of  fome  of  his  particular  friends,  upon  the  increafe  of  his  dif- 
order,  fometimes  affected  him;  on  which  account,  think- 
ing, it  is  probable,  that  the  fight  of  his  laft  agonies  might 
give  them  pain,  he  one  day  faid  to  a  fervant  that  attended 
him,  "  I  would  I  might  flip  away,  when  nobody  but  you 
Zhou  Id  be  prefent;"  and  fo  indeed  it  fell  out,  for  juft  when 
all  except  that  perfon  had  left  the  room,  not  apprehending 
him  to  be  fo  very  near  his  end,  he  turned  his  head  afide  on 
the  pillow,  and  nature  appearing  to  be  quite  exhaufted, 
without  any  other  token  than  a  figh  fometh ing  longer,  and 
more  deep  than  ufual,  his  foul  was  delivered  from  the  pri- 
son of  the  body.    He  departed  this  life  in  a  lodging-houfe 
at  Blackbeathy  to  which  he  had  been  removed  a  few  weeks 
before,  on  Sunday  July  19,  1761,  in  the  forty-eighth  year 
of  his  age,  and  entered  upon  his  fabbath  of  eternal  reft. 
It  was  his  particular  direction,  that  his  body  mould  be  in- 
terred in  the  church-yard  of  the  parifh  in  which  he  died. 
In  compliance  therewith  he  was  buried  in  the  church- yard 
of  Lewijham  in  the  county  of  Kent. 

The  following  table  exhibits  a  view  cf  his  Works 
made  public.  "  I.  A  Sermon  on  I  Samuel  x:z.  3.  at  the 
funeral  of  a  young  man  that  was  drowned  as  lie  was  bath- 
ing on  Sunday  June  3,  1 753*  ^'  The  Chriftian,  a  fet  of 
practical  Sermons,  1755.  III.  A  Sermon  on  Amos  iv.  12. 
preached  at  Truro,  1756.  IV.  A  Letter  from  a  Clergy- 
man concerning  the  fir  ft  queftion  in  the  office  for  the  or- 
daining of  Deacons,  1758.  V.  Regulations  and  Helps 
propoled  for  promoting  religious  converfation  among 
Chriitians.  VI.  A  Dilcourfe  on  the  NecefTity  of  being 
acquainted  with  our  fallen  State.  VII.  A  Familiar  Cate- 
chifm,  1759.  VIII.  A  Short  Inftruclion  and  Examina- 
tion for  the  Lord's  Supper.  IX.  A  Treatife  on  Convic- 
tion pf  Sin.    X.  A  Familiar  Introduction  to  the  know- 
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ledge  of  ourfelves,  1761."  Several  other  fmall  Tracl* 
were  publilhed  monthly  by  himfelf  and  other  Minifters. 
Of  the  abovementioned  writings,  the  Chriftian,  a  fmall 
volume  confifting  of  eleven  Sermons,  parTed  through  a  fe- 
cond  and  third  edition  in  the  years  1756  and  1759,  w'tn  a 
recommendatory  Preface  written  by  the  late  reverend  Mr. 
tTbomas  ddam,  re&or  of  fVintringham  in  Lincoln/hire. 

*  ■  ^-3=  .      -i  .J  0' 

JOHN   GUYSE,    D.  D. 

THIS  eminent  and  excellent  Divine  was  born  at 
Hertford,  in  or  about  the  year  1680,  of  very  pious 
and  worthy  parents,  and  bleflTed  with  a  careful  and  ft  r idly 
religious  education.    It  pleafed  GOD  to  call  him  very 
early  by  his  grace ;  infomuch  that  he  was  admitted  a  mem- 
ber of  the  congregation  of  Proteftant  DifTenters  in  that 
town,  at  fourteen  years  of  age.    His  views  alfo  were,  ve- 
ry early,  towards  the  work  of  the  miniftry  ;  accordingly, 
all  his  youthful  years  were  fpent  in  clofe  application  to  ftu- 
dy,  under  the  direction  of  feveral  worthy  and  ableinftruc- 
tors ;  firft  in  the  learned  languages,  and  then  in  the  feve- 
ral branches  of  academical  erudition.    He  entered  upon 
the  miniftry  in  his  twentieth  year ;  and  Providence  foon 
opened  a  door  for  his  public  miniftrations  at  Hertford,  as 
an  afliftant  to  the  aged  and  worthy  Mr.  Haworth.  Soon 
after  this  fettlement,  Mr.  Hawortb  was  removed  by  death, 
and  the  congregation  united  in  their  call  of  him,  to  he  their 
ftated  minifter.    This,  with  great  reluctance  and  felf-dif- 
ftdence,  (after  a  confiderable  time)  he  was  encouraged  to 
undertake  :  And  here  GOD  was  with  him  ;  and,  for  many 
years,  he  continued  his  labors  among  them  with  a  great  de- 
gree of  acceptance  and  fuccefs.    During  this  fituation,  in 
1718,  he  preached  that  excellent  occaftonal  difcourfe,  on 
the  "  Evil  of  Self-feeking,"  in  a  meeting  of  minifters  at 
Rov/lcn;  the  publication  of  which  was  extorted  from 
him.    l  or  fome  time  the  congregation  was  not  a  little 
expofed  to  the  attempts  of  fome  who  were  deluded  by 
the  Arlan  fentiments ;  wherefore,  though  Mr.  Guyfe  had 
feveral  preffing  invitations  to  leave  Hertford  (particularly 
when  the  reverend  Mr.  Nejbitt  was  incapacitated  for  fur- 
ther work)  which  were  greatly  to  his  temporal  advantage; 
yet  he  declared,  he  faw  it  clearly  to  be  his  duty  to  abide 
with  his  flock,  as  long  as  they  were  in,  any  danger  from 
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that  quarter.  He  did  fo ;  and  GOD  honored  him  with 
the  greateft  fuccefs  in  his  diligent  endeavors  for  confirm- 
ing them  in  the  truth.  It  would  have  been  happy  if  other 
minifters  in  the  diflentine  line  had  been  as  faithful  as  our 
Author  again  ft  this  Jrian  herefy,  which  rages  like  a  pefti- 
lence  among  many  of  their  congregations,  and  efpecially 
in  the  weft  of  England,  If  ever  thare  was  a  time,  when 
they  ought  to  contend  earneftly  for  the  faith  delivered  to 
the  faints,  when  they  mould  maintain  the  proper  Divini- 
ty of  the  great  Redeemer,  when  they  fliould  prefs  upon 
the  heart  the  dodtrine  of  the  blefled  Trinity,  and  all  the 
glorious  chain  of  truths  which  are  connected  with  it ;  it  is 
now.  For  now>  above  all  the  times  which  have  paffed 
over  the  duTenting  congregations,  are  they  threatened  with 
a  torrent  of  fuch  dangerous  and  pernicious  errors,  as  can- 
not but  overwhelm  thofe  who  efpoufe  them,  and  alfo  ex- 
terminate the  very  vitals  of  experimental  religion  (as  they 
have  ever  don')  from  thofe  eftablilhments,  who  have 
maintained  them. 

A  few  years  after,  Providence  clearly  di reeled  Mr. 
Guyfes  remove  to  London.  He  had,  for  fome  time  paft,  en- 
joyed but  a  very  imperfect  meafure  of  health;  his  ftated 
labors,  every  Lord's  day,  were  too  much  for  his  bodily 
ihength;  an  hectic  feverifti  habit  conftantly  fucceeded  the 
work  of  the  fabhath,  and  that  to  a  degree  which  threatened 
his  being  wholly  laid  afide.  His  phyiician  and  friends 
rightly  judged,  that  a  change  of  air  and  fituation,  and  the 
Jeflening  his  labors,  by  the  help  of  an  afliftant,  might,  with 
the  divine  blefling,  be  a  means  of  improving  his  health  : 
At  the  fame  time  the  death  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Matthew 
Clarke  made  way  for  a  call  to  luccecd  him  as  paftor  of  his 
congregation.  He  thought  it  his  duty  now  to  remove  ;  and 
he  has  often  mentioned  the  argument  which  a  worthy  fenior 
in  the  miniftry  (the  reverend  Mr.  Bragge)  ufed  with  him 
upon  this  occafion  :  It  was  to  this  eiTeft,  '  There  are  feve- 
ral  reafons,  for  a  minifter's  lawfully  leaving  his  people;  and 
this  is  certainly  one,  when,  upon  full  trial,  his  labors  are 
too  great  for  his  health:  Chriji  does  not  call  his  fervants 
to  kill  themfelves  in  his  fervice ;  He  is  too  good  a  Mafter  to 
reauire  it,  and  too  great  a  one  to  need  it.'  Here  he  pleafed 
GOD  to  crown  his  labors  with  fuccefs  :  Hisfphereof  ac- 
tivity and  ufefulnefs  was  now  greatly  enlarged,  and  he  was 
enabled  to  exert  himfelf  to  moft  ufetul  and  important  pur- 
pofes.  By  a  uniform,  religious,  and  friendly  carriage,  he 
rendered  himfelf  dear  to  his  brethren  in  the  minillry,  and 
highly  valued  and  efteemed  by  alU   His  reputation  as  a 
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fcholar,  chriftian,  and  divine,  was  widely  fpread,  and  his 
worth  was  generally  known :  Accordingly,  in  1732,  the 
univerfitv  of  Aberdeen,  without  his  knowledge,  conferred 
on  him  tne  degree  of  doctor  in  divinity;  which  title  of 
eiteem  he  accepted  of  with  a  modefty  and  decency  becom- 
ing the  chriftian,  and  which  (it  were  to  be  wifhed)  did  al- 
ways as  much  honor  to  theoV^/cAuniverfities  in  the  difpofal, 
as  it  certainly  did  in  this  jnftance  of  Dr.  Guvfe,  The  Doc- 
tor was  at  thjs  time  engaged  in  preparing  a  large  and  ex- 
cellent work  for  the  prefs,  "  A  Paraphrafe  on  the  New 
Teftament,  in  three  volumes,  quarto ;"  a  work  which  coft 
him  a  great  deal  of  labor  and  clofe  ftudy,  and  is  executed 
with  a  great  degree  of  exa&nefs  and  care.  He  has  fhewn 
herein  his  folid  judgement  and  learning,  and,  without  any 
affectation  and  needlefs  pomp  of  criticifm,  has  given  the 
Reader  as  full  a  view  of  the  fenfe  of  the  heft  interpreters, 
and  as  comprehenfive  an  infight  into  the  fcope  and  mean- 
ing of  the  New  Teftament,  as  is  likely  perhaps  to  be  met 
with,  in  the  fame  compafs  of  words  :  It  is  indeed  a  perfor- 
mance too  well  known  to  need  any  other  than  its  own  re- 
commendation. The  Do£lor  was  favored  with  a  confide- 
rable  fhare  of  health  for  many  years  ;  but  in  the  latter  part 
of  life  he  .was  afflicted  with  a  very  painful  lamenefs  in  his 
leg,  and  alfo  with  a  gradual  decay  of  his  fight,  till  he  grew 
totally  dark;  ftillhe  continued  frequently  to  appear  in  his 
delightful  work,  with  his  ufual  flrmnefs  and  alacrity  of 
mind;  and  thus  he  went  on,  though  under  vifible decays 
of  flrength  and  vigor,  till  within  a  few  weeks  of  his  de-: 
cenle,  yet  with  little  fenfible  inconvenience  to  any  but 
himfelf. 

Dr.  Guyfcs  character  and  conduct  were  uniform  and 
amiable  in  all  the  various  points  of  light.  In  his  religious 
principles  lie  was  fixed,  fteady,  confiftent,  and  open  :  He 
was  never  afhamcd  to  qwn  vyhat  he  believed  ;  or  to  vindi- 
cate it,  when  it  was  oppofed.  As  a  preacher,  he  was  en- 
dued with  excellent  minifterial  gifts:  His  compofitions 
were  folid,  regular,  well  digefted,  and  highly  fcriptural; 
his  knowledge  and  readinefs  m  the  fcriptures  were  verv  re- 
markable, the  number  of  texts  he  quoted,  chapter  and 
vcrfe,  and  for  the  moft  part  repeated  with  exa&nefs,  after 
he  had  entirely  loft  his  fight;  afforded  furprize  to  many. 
As  a  paftor,  he  was  an  aclive,  able,  loving,  and  faithful 
guide  and  enfampleto  his  flock,  both  in  faith  and  practical 
godlinefs  :  He  Itudied  the  things  which  made  for  peace, 
and  godly  edifying;  and  as  he  had  the  welfare  of  his  peo- 
ple; greatly  at  heart,  fo  there  are  few  minillers  robe  found, 
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who  are  more  honored  and  efteemed  by  their  people 
than  the  Doctor  was.  His  natural  temper  (it  is  well 
known)  was  exceeding  Tweet  and  engaging,  and  he  filled 
up  the  feveral  relations  of  life  in  a  molt  happy  and  amiable 
manner.  Vevr  perfons  in  the  world  were  more  exemplary 
in  chriiiian  and  relative  duties.  It  was  his  conltant  lludy 
to  make  every  one  about  him  happy  ;  and  indeed  he  was 
always  heft  beloved  by  thole,  who  had  the  opportunity  of 
knowing  the  mod  of  him. 

His  very  amiable  difpofition,  heightened  by  a  fpi- 
rit  of  real  religion,  caufed  him  to  ilep  forth  as  a  conltant 
friend  and  patron  to  a  number  of  poor  minifters;  for 
whom  he  annually  lolicited  the  contribution  of  his  friends, 
towards  raifing  a  fund  for  fupplying  their  neceflities.  Re- 
ligious young  men,  who  were  defigned  for  that  facred 
office,  were  alfo  fure  to  find  in  the  Doctor  a  kind  and 
faithful  advifer,  patron,  and  friend*    And  to  every  needy 
object,  without  the  lead  oftentation,  would  his  heart  and 
hand  often  open  to  minifter  to  their  neceflities :  He  made> 
confcienee  of  difpofing  of  the  tenth  part  of  his  annual  in- 
come to  charitable  ufes.    W  hen  it  was  judged  necefla- 
ry,  that  fome  farther  meafures  mould  be  taken,  as  a  means 
under  providence  for  continuing  to  the  difTenting  congre- 
gations the  fucceflion  of  an  able  gofpel-miniftry,  the  Doc- 
tor joined  heart  and  hand  with  thofe  minifters  and  gentle- 
men, who  formed  themfelves  into  a  fociety  for  that  impor- 
tant end.    He  continued  a  member  of  this  fociety  to  his 
death;  and  though  it  is  too  common  a  frailty  in  good  men 
to  yield  to  ficklenefs  and  difguft,  when  everv  thine  is  not 
conducted  exact  lv  to  their  own  wifh,  the  Doctor  s  good 
temper  and  good  fenfe  kept  him  clear  from  thefe  things ;  he 
wifely  kept  in  view  the  importance  and  ufefulnefs  of  thede- 
fign,  and  therefore  fteadily  perfevered  in  promoting  its  in- 
terefts.    His  latter  end  to  a  remarkable  degree  was  peace  ; 
he  was  enabled  to  leave  the  world  with  great  compofure, 
ferenity,  and  hope  of  a  blefled  immortality.    In  his  lait 
weeks  of  confinement,  he  witnefled  a  good  and  a  precious 
confeflion  :  He  again  and  again  declared  his  faith  firm  fixed 
upon  Him  who  is  the  Rock  of  ages;  his  hopes  were  alive 
to  GOD,  without  a  diftrefsful  cloud :  "  Thanks  be  to 
GOD,  1  have  no  doubt,  no  difficulty  upon  my  mind,  as  to 
my  eternal  ftate ;  if  I  had,  I  could  not  bear  what  1  now 
feel !  i  know  in  whom  I  have  believed,  here  my  faith  refts; 
the  peculiar  doctrines  of  the  gofpel,  which  1  have  long 
preached,  are  now  the  fupport  of  my  foul,  I  Jive  upon 
fhem  every  dav  ;  Hence.  I  derive  a  never-failing  comfort.'* 
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At  another  time,  "  How  good  is  my  GOD  to  me  !  How- 
often  has  he  made  good  to  me  that  promife,  As  thy  day  is,  fa 
JJmll  thyflrength  be" 

His  great  requeft,  to  the  lair,  of  them  that  were  about 
him,  was  to  read  the  word  to  hiin,  and  to  join  in  prayer 
with  him ;  the  reading  of  the  vth  chapter  of  2  Cor.  was 
of  lingular  ufe  and  latisfadlion-to  his  mind  ;  on  which  he 
commented  to  this  effect  :  Verfe  I.  For  wet  now,  that  if  our 
earthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle  were  dijfolvcd,  tzfe.   "  Oh 
when  malt  it  be  difiblved  indeed !  when  fhall  this  mortal 
put  on  immortality  !"    Ver.  2.  In  this  we  groan  carncjlly, 
dejh  ing  to  be  clcathed  upon,  &c*    "  This,  this  is  my  earneil 
deiire;  and  what  I  am  waiting  for."    Ver.  4.  For  we,  that 
are  in  this  tabernacle,  do  groan,  being  burdened*    "  For  this 
I  groan  daily,  and  ere  long  (hall  groan  no  more.**    Ver.  5. 
Nsw  he  that  bath  wrought  us  for  the  fctf-famc  thing  is  GOD, 
who  alfo  hath  given  unto  us  the  earnefl  of  his  Spirit,    **  This 
I  have,  this  I  do  enjoy,  and  therefore  am  1  confident,  &e. 
— -I  am  not  afraid  of  death,  I  am  afraid  I  mould  err,  on  the 
other  hand,  in  being  too  defirous  of  it."    Thus  on  the 
morning  of  the  Lord's-day  in  which  he  died,  ftill  was  it  the 
language  of  his  heart  and  lips,  "  When  fhall  I  get  through 
this  valley  ?"    And  fome  of  the  laft  words  he  was  capable 
of  pronouncing,  fo  as  to  be  underftood,  were,  "  Oh  my 
GOD,  thou,  who  haft  always  been  with  me,  wilt  not  leave 
me."    Sweet  confidence  !  and  bltfled  readinefs  !  With  the 
apoflle  he  was  defirous  to  depart,  that  he  might  be  with  Chrift : 
Which  fervent  wifti  of  his  foul  was  granted  him  on  the 
twenty-fecond  of  November  1 761 ,  and  in  the  eighty-firft 
year  of  his  age  ;  when  that  gracious  promife  was  fulfilled, 
rfaL  xci.  16.  filth  long  life  will  I  fat  is fy  him,  and fhew  him 
my  fahat'tcn.    The  late  pious,  learned,  and  amiable  Dr. 
Conder,  who  preached  his  funeral  icrmon  from  PfaL  xxxvii, 
37.  Murk  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright  ;  for 
the  end  of  that  man  is  peace,  lays,  '  Such  was  the  life, 
and  fuch  was  the  end  of  this  excellent  and  dear  Servant  of 
Jefus,  Chvijl,  that  they  are  a  ftriking  comment  upon  my 
text,  and  are  a  lively  exemplification  of  the  character  and 
end  therein  defcribcaV    The  Dodtor  had  one  fon,  the  re- 
verend Mr.  fViliiam  Guyfe,  of  excellent  abilities  and  mi- 
nifterial  talents,  who  was  for  fome  time  his  father's  affif- 
tant,  but  died  about  two  years  before  him. 

His  Works  are,  I.  "  Jefus  Chn/l,  God-Man;  or  the 
Conftitution  of  Chri/Fs  Perlbn,  with  the  Evidence  and  Im- 
portance of  the  Doctrine  of  his  true  and  proper  Godhead  ; 
confidered  in  feveral  plain  and  pra<5tica]  Sermons,  on. 
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Doctrine  of  his  Godhead  reprefented,  as  Evident  and  Im- 
portant, in  feveral  pra&ical  Sermons,  on  i  Cor.  xii.  II. 
III.  The  ftanding  Ufe  of  the  Scripture  to  all  the  Purpofes 
of  a  divine  Revelation,  and  more  particularly  to  Patience, 
Comfort,  and  Hope  :  With  the  Method,  Wifdom  and 
Advantage  of  underftanding  it,  and  giving  it  due  Enter- 
tainment.   In  feveral  Sermons  on  R^m.  xv.  4,  and  Col.  iii. 
16.    IV.  The  Evil  of  Self-feeking ;  a  Sermon  preached 
at  a  Meeting  of  Miniiters  at  Roy/Ion  in  Hertford/hire.  V. 
A  religious  Education  recommended,  in  a  Sermon  preached 
at  Pinner *s- Hall  in  Br oad-Jlreet,  March  13,  1728,  to  the 
Society  that  fupportsthe  Charity  School  in  Horfely-Down, 
Soutbzuark.    To  which  is  added,  an  Account  of  the  Cha- 
rity School.    VI.  Youths  Obftru6tions  in  their  Way  to 
Cbrijl  and  eternal  Life ;  confidered  in  a  Sermon  preached 
at  Little  St.  Helen  j,  May  I,  1728.    VII.  Youth  remind- 
ed of  a  Judgement  to  come  ;  in  a  Sermon  preached  at  Pet- 
ty-France,  Dec.  25,  1728.    VIII.  Early  Seekers  of  Cbrijl 
directed  and  encouraged;  in  a  Sermon  on  Prov.  viii.  17. 
preached  at  Petty^France,  May  1,  1729.    IX.  A  Sermon 
on  John  xi.  25,  26.  occafioned  by  the  death  of  the  reve- 
rend Mr.  John  Ajly,  Jan.  20,  1 7  29-30.  JEt.  54.  preached 
Feb.  8,  in  Ropcmakers- Alley :  To  which  is  added  a  Poft- 
fcript,  relating  to  the  reverend  Mr.  Samuel  Chandler's  fecond 
letter  to  the  Author  about  preaching  Ckrifl,  life.  The 
fecond  edition  has  marginal  additions.     X.  A  Sermon 
preached  at  thefeparation  of  the  reverend  Mr.  John  Halford9 
to  the  paftoral-office  in  the  church  of  Cbrijl  at  Horfly- 
down,  Oil.  24,  1724.    XI.  A  Sermon  preached  to  the  So- 
cieties for  Reformation  of  Manners,  at  Saltcrs-Hall,  on 
Monday  June  30,  1735.    XII.  Youths  Monitor,  in  fix 
Sermons  preached  to  young  people.    XIII.  GOD's  Alarm 
to  Great  Britain ;  or  an  Enquiry  into  our  public  Mer- 
cies, and  Abufes  of  them,  our  Danger  and  Way  of  Deli- 
verance ;  a  Sermon  preached  on  occafion  of  the  General 
Faft,  Jan.  1 739-40.    XIV.  The  Tendency  of  Liberality 
to  Riches,  and  of  Covetoufnefs  to  Poverty :  A  Sermon 
preached  at  the  Oid-Jewryy  March  2,  1 741-2.  to  the 
Society  for  Relief  of  the  Widows  and  Orphans  of  Pro- 
teflant  DifTenting  Minilters.    XV.  A  Sermon,  occafioned 
hy  the  death  of  the  reverend  Mr.  John  Ubbard ;  preached 
at  Stepney,  July  24,  1 743*    XVI.  .  A  Volume  of  fingle 
Sermons,  collected  together  by  the  Doctor  himfelf  in  his 


New  Tefiament,  above-mentioned  j  which  may  be  confi- 
ned as  his  principal  Work*" 
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THOMAS  JONES,  M.  A. 

Late  CHAPLAIN  of  St.  SAVIOUR's,  Southward 

THIS  excellent  Man  was  called  to  /land  forth  in  fup- 
port  of  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  at  a  period,  when 
thofe  truths  feemed  to  have  hut  little  impreflion  among  the 
members  of  the  eftablifhed  church,  to  which  he  belonged. 
At  that  time,  a  minifter  of  the  church  of  England,  who 
ventured  to  maintain  her  articles  and  homilies  in  doc- 
trine, and  who  fupported  them  in  fact  by  a  holy  life  and 
experience,  was  a  kind  of  prodigy  in  the  world,  and 
(though  aweful  it  be  to  fay  it)  met  with  nothing  but  cen- 
sure, perfecution,  and  hard  names,  from  all  ranks  and 
forts  of  men.  And  though  in  following  the  path  of  duty, 
which  both  the  word  of  GOD  and  the  principles  and  ru- 
bric of  the  church  pointed  out  and  enforced,  an  upright 
minifter  could  expect  no  advantages  of  a  temporal  kind, 
but  the  contrary  ;  yet  there  were  not  wanting  thofe,  who, 
meafuring  others  by  themfelves,  would  (lander  and  abufe 
him,  as  having  nothing  in  his  view  but  the  mammon  of 
unrighteOufnefs.  In  fhort,  worldly  men  of  nil  profeffions 
feel  lb  fevere  a  reproof,  not  from  the  words  onlv,  hut 
from  the  lives  and  converfations,  the  principles  and  views, 
of  gracious  miniflers  and  real  chriftians,  that  they  cannot 
endure  what  ferves  for  fo  ftriking  and  fo  ftanding  a  re- 
proach upon  themfelves.  And  when  the  number  of  thefe 
is  but  few;  then  the  world,  as  it  hath  uniformly  done  at 
fuch  times,  feeks  to  run  them  down  by  voices  and  by 
names ;  if  it  be  not  permitted  to  go  as  far  as  it  otherwile 
would,  and  opprefs  them  by  violence  and  cruelty. 

In  the  former  part  of  this  century,  the  eftablifhed  mi- 
niflers, who  thought  themfelves  bound  in  conference  and 
duty  to  fupport  their  own  articles  by  preaching  and  living, 
were  but  thinly  fcattcred  over  the  land.  Jt  might  then  btx 
laid  of  them, 

apparent  rarl  nantes  in  gurgite  vaflt. 
But,  nearer  the  middle  of  the  century,  they  became  yet 
morelcarce;  and,  before  the  revival  of  religion,  which  en- 
fued  about  forty  years  ago,  an  evangelic  minifter  was  hard 
to  be  found.  Our  pulpits  founded  with  morality,  deduced 
from  the  principles  of  nature  and  the  fitnefs  pf  things,  with 
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r\o  relation  to  Chrlft%  or  the  Holy  Spirit;  all  which  the  hea- 
then philofophers  have  infifted  upon  and  with  perhaps  more 
than  modern  ingenuity  ;  and,  in  confequence,  our  flreets 
have  refounded  with  heathen  immorality.  We  had  flowery 
language  in  the  churchy  and  loofe  language  out  of  it.  There 
was  no  apparent  fpirit  or  grace  in  the  public  fervice ;  and 
the  private  life  discovered  none.  Nay,  the  people  were 
taught  not  to  expect  it,  but  to  elteem  every  thing  of  a  fub- 
lime  and  fpiritual  influence,  as  enthufiaftic  and  delufive. 
This  ftrange  infatuation  (to  call  it  no  worfe)  proceeded  fo 
tar,  that  theminifter,  who  but  a  few  minutes  before,  could 
pray  with  the  congregation  to  GOD,  "  who  teacheth  the 
hearts  of  his  faithtul  people,  by  the  fending  to  them  the 
light  of  the  Holy  Spirit,"  and  could  afk,  for  them  and  him- 
felf,  that  GOD  u  would  grant  them  by  the  fame  Spirit  to 
have  a  right  judgement  in  all  things  and  evermore  to  re- 
joice in  his  holy  comfort,"  and  could  further  petition  "  for 
the  infpiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  cleanfe  the  thoughts 
of  their  hearts,  that  they  might  love  and  magnify  his  holy 
name ;"  I  fay,  it  occurred,  that  the  minifter,  who  could 
utter  thefe  excellent  words  in  the  delk,  has  changed  his  lan- 
guage, as  well  as  his  white  garment,  in  the  pulpit,  and  re- 
viled the  whole  of  fuch  fentiments  and  expreffions  for  cant, 
rhapfody,  and  nonfenfe.  Nothing  could  come  of  fuch 
methods  as  thefe,  which  have  too  long  and  too  much  in- 
ie&ed  the  church,  but  that  practical  ungodlinefs  which  has 
in  confequence  overrun  the  land:  And  nothing  can  fet  up 
a  flandard{lo  ufe  the  prophet's  words)  againft  this  flood 
of  fin,  but  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  whole  name,  na- 
ture, and  office,  have  been  fo  vilely  and  daringly  tra- 
duced among  us. 

In  this  unhappy  time,  Mr.  Jones,  with  a  very  few  other?, 
was  called  to  ftand  forth  in  the  defence  of  the  gofpel.  He 
had  great  gifts,  and  great  grace.  He  needed  both  for  the 
work,  to  which  Providence  called  him.  His  fweetnefs  of 
natural  temper,  great  as  it  eminently  was,  would  never 
have  fupported  him  under  the  numberlefs  infults  he  met 
with,  had  it  not  been  ftrengthened,  as  well  as  adorned,  bv 
a  fublimer  influence.  It  was  this,  and  only  this,  which 
enabled  him  to  overcome  evil  with  good,  as  well  as  to  have, 
not  the  form  only,  but  the  power  of  godli fiefs. 

His  intimate  and  dear  friend,  the  reverend  Mr.  Roma\ne> 
has  given  fo  full  an  account  of  him,  both  in  a  funeral  fer- 
mon  preached  upon  the  occafion  of  his  death,  and  in  a  pre- 
face to  the  volume  of  his  works,  that  we  are  happy  to  tran- 
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fcribe  as  much  as  poflible  from  it  into  the  memoir  of  fo  va- 
luable a  man. 

Before  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  call  him,  he  was  walk- 
ing in  the  error  of  his  ways,  like  others  who  know  not 
GOD;  in  the  vanity  of  his  mind,  having  his  underftand- 
ing  darkened,  and  being  alienated  from  the  life  of  GOD 
through  the  ignorance  that  was  in  him,  becaufe  of  the 
blindnefs  of  his  heart.    Of  this,  however,  GOD  made 
him  deeply  fenfible ;  and  he  was  never  aftiamed  to  own  it. 
His  firft  awakening  was  by  the  gradual  working  of  the  law 
upon  his  confcience.    It  was  not  by  outward  means,  fuch 
as  hearing  the  word  preached,  or  by  fome  afflicting  provi- 
dence, ficknefs,  trouble,  or  the  like,  but  by  the  inward 
conviction  of  fin,  wrought  by  the  Spirit  ot  GOD  upon 
his  confcience.  He  had  hisftrongeft  convictions  where  he 
had  not  the  benefit  of  any  outward  means.    The  views 
which  he  had  hereby  of  his  ftate  and  danger  were  very  deep 
and  diftreffing.    While  he  was  under  this  foul-concern  my 
acquaintance  firft  began  with  him;  (fays  Mr.  Romaint) 
and  fince  that  time,  which  is  about  eight  years  ago,  [/.  e. 
in  the  year,  1754.]  our  great  intimacy  and  friendfliip  has 
given  me  a  conftant  opportunity  of  being  a  witnefs  of 
GOD's  gracious  dealings  with  his  foul.    He  went  mourn- 
ing for  a  long  time,  bowed  down  under  the  fenfe  of  guilt 
and  the  power  of  unbelief.   In  this  fchool  of  humiliation  he 
learnt  felf- knowledge.    Here  he  was  taught  the  fad  effect 
of  a  ruined  fpoiled  nature,  of  a  foul  depraved  in  all  its  fa- 
culties, eftranged  from  the  mind  and  will  of  GOD,  and 
governed  by  its  own  corrupt  and  ftubborn  will,  command- 
ing the  body  to  give  up  its  members  as  inftruments  of  un- 
righteoufnefs  unto  fin.    Here  he  was  taught  what  fin  is, 
namely,  the  tranfgreflion  of  the  law,  which  is  exceeding 
finful,  becaufe  the  law  is  holy,  juft,  and  good,  a  perfect 
copy  of  the  divine  perfections.    And  here  he  was  taught 
the  damnable  nature  of  heart-fin,  which  is  the  fountain 
from  which  all  fin  flows,  and  which,  in  the  heart  of  the 
natural  man,  is  ever  flowing  over.    He  learnt  thefe  leflbns 
with  fuch  a  deep  experience,  that  the  imprefhon  lafled  ail 
his  days;  for  when  GOD  (hewed  him  great  mercy,  and 
he  was  enabled  to  believe  in  the  Lord  Jefus^  ft  ill  he  found 
nothing  of  himfelf  wherein  to  glory.    Humble  and  low 
in  his  own  eyes,  he  was  ready  to  give  the  honor  to  whom 
alone  honor  was  due.    Yea,  after  he  was  greatly  ftrcngth- 
ened  and  eftabliihed,  fo  as  to  live  by  faith  on  the  Son  of 
GOD,  ftill  he  knew  that  all  was  mercy.    Mercy,  free 
mercy,  had  from  him  all  the  praife ;  And  this  was  fo  much 
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the  frame  and  abiding  temper  of  his  mind,  that  It  appeared 
on  all  occ^fions  :  His  fpiritual  friends  and  acquaintance  can 
witnefs,  that  he  was  clothed  with  humility,  and  that  he 
walked  humbly  with  his  GOD.  A  demonstration  this, 
that  he  had  found  mercy,  becaufe  he  had  made  it  the  end 
and  aim  of  his  life  to  {new  forth  the  praifes  of  that  free 
mercy,  which  he  had  fo  freely  received;  and  as  he  lived, 
fo  he  died,  acknowledging  himfelf  an  object  of  mercy. 

By  faith  the  chriftian  is  engrafted,  as  a  branch,  into  the 
true  vine;  fo  by  faith  Mr,  Jones  was  a  fruitful  branch* 
He  did  not  feek  to  bear  fruit  to  make  himfelf  alive;  the 
fruit  does  not  make  the  tree  alive;  but  to  teftify  his  love 
and  gratitude,  to  do  good  to  men,  and  above  all  to  fulfill 
what  is  written  Herein  is  my  father  glorified,  (fays  ChriJI)% 
that  ye  bear  much  fruit*  John  xv.  8.  That  ye  keep  faith  fo 
constantly  in  act  and  exercife  upon  me,  as  to  be  always 
receiving  out  of  my  fulnefs  grace  for  grace :  For  life,  and 
the  acts  of  life  in  every  grace,  are  in  and  from  me;  and  ' 
the  more  you  live  by  faith  in  me,  the  more  will  my  Father 
be  glorified.  This  was  what  Mr.  Jones  happily  experi- 
enced in  his  he^rt  and  in  his  life.  A  perfon  who  lives  thus 
by  faith  will  be  humble  in  heart:  Every  act  of  this  faith, 
declares  his  emptinefs  and  want  of  all  fpiritual  good,  while 
it  leads  to  Chrift,  for  his  promifed  fupply:  And  this  was 
remarkably  Mr.  Jones's  cafe;  he  was  humble  indeed.  The 
witnefles  are  as  many  as  knew  him :  But  how  much  he  was 
emptied  of  felf,  and  enabled  to  live  in  an  humble  depen- 
dence upon  the  grace  and  ftrengh  of  Chri/I,  heft  appeared 
from  his  own  lite,  in  which  through  faith  many  precious 
fruits  were  produced. 

Love  to  precious  fouls  was  the  great  motive  that  directed 
his  views  to  the  work  of  the  miniitry ;  and  was  that  which 
carried  him  through  all  the  trials  and  difficulties  he  met 
with  in  profecution  of  this  great  defign.  His  own  flock 
in  particular,  to  whom  the  Lord  had  made  him  overfeer, 
was  much  upon  his  heart:  How  frequent  and  howearneft 
in  prayer  for  them !  and,  to  the  laft,  he  did  not  forget  them. 
In  his  ficknefs  he  would  be  often  crying  out,  "  Lord,  feed 
thy  fheep;  Lord,  feed  thy  fheep."  He  was  always  ftudy- 
ing  and  contriving  fomething,  that  might  be  ufeful  to  their 
heft  intereft.  There  is  an  alms-houfe  in  St.  Saviour1  s  pa- 
rifli  called  the  college,  and  fome  fmall  ftipend  for  doing  duty 
in  it.  Mr.  Jones  thought  it  was  not  right  to  take  the  mo- 
ney, unlefs  he  did  the  duty.  Accordingly  he  began  to 
read  prayers,  and  to  expound  the  fcripture  in  the  college 
chapel,  and  went  on  for  fome  time.    The  congregation 
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was  very  large,  and  the  fucccfs  was  very  great.  Many 
fouls  were  in  this  place  firft  awakened,  who  are  now  walk  - 
ing in  the  faith  and  fear  of  GOD,  adorning  the  gofpel  of 
our  Saviour;  and  fome  are  fallen  afleep,  whom  we  have 
feen  leave  a  testimony  that  they  have  followed  their  paitor, 
and  entered  into  the  joy  of  their  Lord.  But  here  he  was 
ftopt  and  refufed  the  ufc  of  the  chapel.  After  this  he  fet 
up  a -weekly  lecture  in  his  church;  but  he  had  not  preached 
it  long,  before  he  was  denied  the  ufe  of  the  pulpit. 

Mr.  Jonesy  however,  not  difcouraged  by  all  this,  went 
on  giving  away  good  books,  fome  of  which  he  carried  in 
perlon  to  every  houie  in  the  parifli;  catechizing  the  chil- 
dren, who  came  weekly  to  his  houfe  for  that  purpofe;  and 
paying  religious  vifits  among  his  parifhioners,  when  they 
uied  to  talk  freely  of  the  ftate  of  their  fouls.  By  thele 
methods  he  tried  to  win  his  people  to  Chrijly  befide  the 
itated  duties  of  his  office;  in  performing  of  which  he  feemed 
to  fet  GOD  always  before  him,  and  to  be  greatly  drawn 
out  to  his  hearers,  of  whom  a  very  great  number  I  truft 
did  frequent  his  miniftry,  not  led  thither  by  the  eafe  of 
his  delivery,  the  fvveetnefs  of  his  voice,  or  the  fmoothnefc 
of  his  periods,  but  becaufe  they  felt  the  weight  and  impor- 
tance of  the  doctrines  he  preached.  Several  people,  who 
will  be  his  joy  and  .crown  of  rejoicing  in  the  day  of  the 
Lord  Jcfusy  heat  ing  him  preach  upon  the  entire  ruin  of 
man  by  the  fall,  were  convinced  that  they,  were  in  this 
flate,  and  upon  the  entire  recovery  of  man  through  Jcfus 
Chri/1,  were  enabled  by  his  word  and  Spirit  to  believe  in 
him  for  righu-ou  fuel's,  and  to  live  upon  him  for  grace  to 
walk,  as  he  alio  walked.  Thefe  things  are  not  mentioned 
with  adefign  to  fet  him  above  any  of  the  Lord's  minifters: 
He  had  no  fuch  thoughts  when  living:  No  one  could  think 
more  meanly  of  himfelf  than  he  did.  As  he  was  adorned 
with  fo  many  graces  in  his  private  lite,  and  with  fo  many 
public,  who  fhould  have  the  praife,  but  the  Giver  of  them 
all,  even  that  good  GOD  who  (hewed  him  mercy,  and  in 
whofe  fight  he  was  fo  precious  as  to  have  his  marvellous 
loving-kindnefs  continued  even  unto  death? 

He  was  afflicted  for  fome  years  before  his  death  with  a 
diforder  that  kept  him  very  low,  and  brought  him  often  to 
death's  door;  during  all  which  time  his  growth  in  grace 
was  great  and  remarkable.  The  victory  gained  over  the 
old  man  was  never  more  manifelt,  and  his  deadnefs  to  the 
world  never  more  apparent.  Relying  upon  the  pro  mile, 
Sin  /hall  not  have  dominion  over  you,  he  proclaimed  wat 
againft  all  inward  lulls  and  rifuigs  of  tin.  and  fet  upon  them 
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in  the  power  and  flrength  of  the  Lord  :  And  being  much 
exerciled  in  this  par.t  of  the  chriftian  warfare,  the  Lord 
did  wonders  for  him  in  giving  him  grace  to  crucify  the  old 
man  of  fin.  GOD's  great  love  appeared  in  his  great 
chaftenings;  for  whom  he  loveth  he  chafteneth.  He  re- 
fines all  his  people  in  the  furnace  of  afflictions:  In  it  was 
Mr,  Jones  refining  for  many  years,  and  much  drofs  had 
been  done  away;  and  becaufe  he  was  precious  in  the  fight  of 
the  Lord)  he  was  tried  like  gold,  and  puritied  feven  times 
in  the  lire.  In  the  wholefome  fcliool  of  adverfity  he  had 
learnt  refignation  to  the  will  of  GOD,  and  under  his  long 
weak  ftate  of  health  to  kifs  the  rod  and  be  thankful,  and 
under  the  reigning  power  of  grace  to  fubdue  impatience, 
fretfulnefs,  and  murmuring,  with  all  thofe  feififh  tempers 
which  want  to  have  our  will  and  not  GOD's  to  be  done. 
In  this  fchool  he  learnt  to  live  by  faith  in  Chrfl,  in  all  his 
offices;  as  a  prophet  to  teach  him  wiidom  to  lead  him  to 
GOD  ;  as  a  prieft  to  bring  him  near  to  GOD  by  his  aton- 
ing blood  and  righteoufnefs;  and  as  a  king  to  keep  him 
near  to  GOD,  ruling  in  him  and  over  him.  This  faith 
was  tried,  and  it  grew  by  trials.  The  more  it  was  exerciled 
the  more  did  he  find  of  the  lafety  and  happinefs  of  living 
by  faith  on  the  Son  of  GOD.  And  hereby  he  learnt  what 
the  patience  of  the  faints  is;  namely,  an  acl  of  faith  under 
outward  afflictions,  looking  up  to  GOD  for  grace  to  hold 
out  as  long  as  the  afflictions  laft :  And  fuch  was  Mr.  Jones's 
patience  under  a  tedious  illnefs,  never  being  heard  to  mur- 
mur; and  upon  his  death  bed  he  was  afraid  of  nothing  but 
impatience;  and  GOD  out  of  the  tenderer},  love  kept  him, 
till  patience  had  done  its  perfect  work. 

He  grew  alfo  dead  to  the  world,  and  experienced  what 
the  apoftle  means,  when  he  fays,  the  world  is  crucified  to 
me,  and  I  unto  the  world*  Its  pleafures,  its  riches,  its 
honors,  were  nothing  to  him.  He  did  pot  defpife  them 
becaufe  he  could  not  get  them,  but  he  parted  with  them 
freely,  when  he  had  them  in  his  own  power.  GOD  had 
provided  for  him  a  comfortable  maintenance;*  but  he  laid 
up  nothing,  except  for  the  poor,  to  whom  he  gave  libe- 
rally of  what  he  had,  and  with  a  willing  mind.    As  to 

» 

*  This  maintenance  very  little  exceeded  one  hundred  pounds  a 
a  year.  But  it  was  furprizing  (by  that  frugality  which  diftinguiflied 
the  primitive  chriftiansj  how  "much  good  he  did  with  it.  He  did  not 
appear  to  live  for  himfclf,  even  in  the  common  means  and  matters  of 
human  life.  All  fcemed  in  him  to  be  devoted  to  GOD  and  to  Godli- 
ncls.  His  companionate  heart  could  fympathize  with  the  Ibrrows  of 
men,  and  his  gracious  heart  was  always  eager  to  relieve  them. 
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honor,  he  wanted  not  that  which  was  from  men  :  He  way 
led  to  choofe  a  better:  He  has  it  now.  And  this  dead n els, 
to  the  world  was  of  great  ufe  to  him,  when  he  came  to  die. 
Then  he  had  the  comfort  of  it,  as  appeared  from  that  fweer 
expreffion  of  his  on  his  death  bed — "  It  is  not  dying  out  of 
the  world,  but  dying  in  the  world,  and  parting  with  all  its? 
toys  and  trifles,  and  that  not  with  ficknefs  or  pain."  And 
being  thus  by  faith  dead  to  the  world  while  in  it,  what 
fhould  make  him  afraid  to  die  out  of  it  ?  He  had  been  fo  long 
kept  under  the  crofs,  that  it  had  been  the  means  of  cruci- 
fying the  world  unto  him,  of  fubduing  his  own  will  and 
his  own  tempers,  of  trying  his  faith,  and  of  exercifing  his 
patience.  And  as  the  crofs  was  thus  made  profitable  to 
the  mortification  of  the  old  man,  fo  was  it  to  the  quicken- 
ing and  ftrengthening  of  the  new  man.  You  could  not 
converfe  with  him,  without  being  put  in  mind  of  the  meek- 
nefs  and  gentlenefs  of  Cbrift.  In  his  behavior,  in  his  con- 
vention he  fhewed,  that  he  had  put  on,  as  one  of  the 
eledr.  of  GOD,  holy  and  beloved,  bowels  of  mercies, 
kindnefs,  humblenefs  of  mind,  long  fuffering;  ready  to 
bear  with  others,  and  ready  to  forgive,  asCbri/i  hadalfo 
freely  forgiven  him.  Thefe  amiable  graces  of  the  new  man 
appeared  in  all  his  conduct;  and  particularly  in  all  his  mi- 
nifterial  labors,  in  which  it  was  eafy  to  difcover  his  great 
kindnefs  and  tender  love  to  peri  filing  finners. 

His  laft  ficknefs  was  indeed  fweetened  with  divine  love: 
His  faith,  his  refignation,  his  comforts,  failed  him  not. 
A  gracious  GOD  fhewed  how  dear  and  precious  he  was  to 
him,  by  removing  every  thing  that  could  render  death  in 
the  leait  dreadful;  and  although  his  fever  was  violent  for 
feven  days,  yet  his  foul  was  flill  and  calm.  He  was  not 
even  fuffered  to  have  one  doubt  concerning  his  interefV  in 
CbriJ},  but  lived  happily,  and  died  rejoicing.  At  intervals 
he  fpoke  much  to  the  comfort  of  his  attending  friends;  we 
hope  it  may  be  alfo  to  the  inftru&ion  of  his  furviving  fel- 
low mortals.  Humility  of  heart  was  the  diftinguifhing 
part  of  his  character.  Hereby  appeared  the  genuineness 
of  his  faith,  whofe  every  a6l  declares  our  emptinefs  and 
want  of  all  fpiritual  £ood,  while  it  leads  to  Cbr  'tfi  for  the 
promifed  fupply.  W  hen  waiting  therefore  for  his  diflblu- 
tion,  he  demonft rated  to  all  how  greatly  the  Lord  had 
humbled  him.  Speaking  about  the  ftate  of  his  foul  to  one, 
he  declared,  "  That  as  a  dying  man  he  had  nothing  to  truft 
to  but  the  Redeemer's  righteoulhefs;  and  that  his  faith  in 
it  had  been  fo  ftrengthened  during  his  illnefs  as  now  to  take 
away  all  doubt  and  fear."    Now  were  brought  into  lively 
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cxercife  the  graces  of  the  new  and  inward  man ;  faith  was 
vigorous,  hope  unclouded,  and  love  undivided.  Thefe 
made  the  approach  of  death  welcome,  as  he  found  in  his  laft 
moments,  when  he  faid,  "  An  eternal  life  of  glory  for  a 
life  of  mifery ! — Who  would  not  change  mifery  for  happi- 
nefs?  Haften, — O  haften,  dear  Lord."    And  in  one  of 
his  weakeft  hours,  "  BlefTed  be  GOD  for  that  degree  of 
faith  which  he  hath  given  me;  for  though  it  has  operated  in 
fo  weak  a  manner,  yet  I  have  many  blefled  and  comfort- 
able marks  in  my  own  foul  of  his  love  to  me."    Here  was 
faith  indeed.    He  could  find  nothing  in  himfelf  to  put  the 
leaft  truft  in  as  to  acceptance  with  GOD,  and  therefore  his 
truft  was  ftronger  in  Ckrijl :  "  What  an  unfelt,  what  an 
unthought  of  corruption,"  he  cried  at  another  time,  "  is 
here  both  in  body  and  foul !  My  flefli  and  my  heart  faileth, 
but  GOD  is  the  ftrength  of  my  heart  and  portion  for  ever." 
His  ground  for  this  he  declared  was,  "  a  covenant  of  mercy, 
free  grace  in  the  Lord  Tj/ij,"  in  which,  knowing  that  he 
had  his  mare,  he  could  (ay,  "  Now,  let  thy  fervant  de- 
part in  peace,  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  falyation, — 
Now,  Lord,  I  can  lay  me  down  in  peace,  and  fafely  take 
my  reft."    In  this  happy  frame  he  was  praying,  "  Lord; 
fecure  a  foul  thou  haft  died  to  fave,"  when,  after  a  paufe,  he 
cried,  "  he  will,  he  will:  1  have  part  here;  I  mail  have 
all  foon."  On  the  Friday  before  he  died,  GOD  was  pleafed 
remarkably  to  vifit  him  with  a  fight  of  his  falvation:  "  1 
have  had  a  glorious  view,"  faid  he,  "  of  the  love  of  Cbriji 
to  my  foul  this  morning:"  And  this  lovefhed  abroad  in 
his  heart  brought  many  fweet  words  out  of  his  dying 
mouth;  fuch  as,  "  For  me  to  live  is  Chrift,  to  die  is  gain." 
— "Come,  Lord  Jcfus;  come  quickly,  and  give  me  an 
eafy  difmiffion."— "  Lord,  give  me  an  eafy  difmiffion  to  a 
blefled  eternity." — "  Ere  this  time  to-morrow,  perhaps, 
I  ftiall  be  where  all  forrow  is  done  away." — "  I  mall  have 
a  fabbath  of  trinity,  before  I  thought  of^h^  to  worfhip  a 
tri-une  GOD."    To  Mrs  Jones,  he  faid,  "  Don't  be  fur- 
prifed  at  any  alteration  you  may  fee  in  me;  for  death  always 
make  ftrange  alterations.    When  the  Lord  is  pleafed  to 
give  me  my  difmiffion,  rejoice  over  my  corpfe,  and  praife 
GOD  for  what  we  have  fuffered  together  here,  and  for 
what  we  fhali  enjoy  together  hereafter."    Towards  his 
latter  end  he  was  much  in  prayer;  and  thcfe  were  fome  of 
his  expreffions:  "  The  filver  cords  of  life  are  breaking; 
man  goeth  to  his  long  home;  and  the  mourners  go  about 
the  ftreets: — Lord,  guide  me  home  in  fafety,  and  lead  me 
through  the  ihadow  of  death. — This  mortal  fhali  foon  put 
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on  immortality: — Though  worms  deftroy  this  body,  yet  in 
my  iieili  fhall  I  fee  GOD;  whom  I  fhall  ice  for  myielr,  and 
mine  eves  fhall  behold,  and  not  another. — 1  go  hence  like 
a  fhadow  that  declineth;  I  wither  away  like  grals;  but 
the  Lord  is  the  portion  of  my  foul,  and  my  ftrong  hope, — 
1  am  fo  full  of  pain  indeed  that  I  can  think  but  little;  yet 
1  know  that  Jcfus  is  carrying  on  the  interefts  of  my  poor 
foul  notwithstanding."  And  one  of  his  laft  fayings  was, 
"  I  am  of  the  church  of  the  tirft  born,  who  ihall  Hand 
on  Mount  Sion;  one  chofen  from  among  ray  brethren;  a 
fmner  laved,  a  Tinner  faved."  And  thus  not  only  fafelv  but 
triumphantly  did  Mr.  Jones  exchange  this  lower  world  of 
i\n  and  forrow  for  the  pure  unmixed  joys  of  GOD's  eternal 
kingdom  above,  on  the  fixth  of  June,  1762,  in  the  thirty- 
third  year  of  his  age.  Two  brothers,  who  had  received 
much  edification  from  his  miniftry,  erected  a  decent  monu- 
ment of  their  own  kindneis  for  his  memory  in  St.  Saviours 
church,  where  he  was  buried,  with  the  following  inscription. 

Sacred 

to  the  Memory  of  the  Reverend 
T  H  O  M  A  S  J  O  NE  S,  A.  M. 
late  of  Queen's-College,  Cambridge  ; 
and  Chaplain  of  this  Parifti ; 
who  died  June  the  6,  1762, 
Aged  33. 
This  Monument  is  creeled  by 
JOHN  and  JOSEPH   STREET,  Gents: 
as  a  Memorial  of  the  Edification 
they  received,  from  his  faithful 
Labors  in  the  Miniitry  ; 
A.  IX  1770. 

His  Works,  which  are  printed  in  one  volume  2vo. 
London,  1762,  confilt  of  fermons  :  The  eight  firft  are  en- 
titled 44  An  Expolition  of  the  Church  Catechifm."  The 
1.  is  from  //.•/>.  viii.  part  of  the  10th  verfe.  The  II.  from 
Mark  i.  and  latter  part  of  the  15th  verfe.  The  III.  from 
St.  Jama  ii.  24.  The  IV.  from  John  xiv.  15.  The  V. 
from  2  Cbron.  vii.  14.   The  VI.  from  the  fame  text.  The 

VII.  from  John  iii.  and  latter  part  of  the  5th  verfe.  The 

VIII.  from  1  Cor,  x.  16. 

Two  fermons  preached  at  St.  Saviour  s,  entitled  "  Re- 
pentance and  Reconciliation  with  GOD,  recommended 
and  enforced:  One  from  James  iv.  9,  10.  and  the  other 
from  Alatth.  v.  25.  26.  with  a  ferious  and  afte&ionate  Ad- 
drefs  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  faid  Pari  ill.  A  fermon 
preached  before  the  feveial  Aflocialions  of  the  laudable  Or* 
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der  of  Anti -Galileans,  from  Joflma  xxiii.  11,  12,  13.  A 
Sermon  entitled,  The  Beauties  ot  Spring,  Cant,  ii.  10,  1 1, 
12,  13.  A  Funeral  Sermon  entitled  The" Good  of  Arllic- 
tion,  John  xvi.  33.  latter  claufe.  A  Sermon  preached 
before  the  Society  for  promoting  Religious  Knowledge 
among  the  Poor,  on  2  Cor.  v.  14.  A  Vibration  Sermon, 
Atts  xx.  26.  latter  part.  A  Charity  Sermon  preached  at 
St.  Botolptfs,  Bi/bop/gatc,  from  PfaL  xlviii.  9. 

*  As  to  the  ftyle  of  thefe  dilcourfes,  and  the  manner  of 
the  compofition,  it  does  not  become  me  (lays  his  biogra- 
pher) to  force  my  judgement  upon  the  Public.    Let  them 
fpeak  for  themfelves.  Mr.  Jones  was  aware  of  their  want- 
ing many  ornaments,  which  falfe  taiie  admirs,  and  has 
accordingly  made  his  apology  in  the  preface  to  the  fermons 
upon  the  Catechifm.    He  had  little  time  to  fludy  the  tine 
turned  period,  or  the  pointed  fentence ;  and  he  did  not 
think  thegofpel  flood  in  need  of  the  arts  of  human  orato- 
ry to  recommend  it.    He  endeavored  to  profit,  more  than 
to  pleafe.    And  as  his  labors  were  chiefly  among  his  own 
parifhioners,  he  believed  the  importance  of  gofpel  truths, 
plainly  delivered  and  enforced,  would  be  more  ufeful  than 
any  enticing  words  of  man's  wifdom.    Upon  this  plan  he 
compofed  the  fermons  in  this  volume;  and  they  were  drawn 
out  into  public  view  at  theearneft  intreaty  and  folicitation 
of  his  hearers;  to  whom  he  gave  them  up  as  they  were 
preached.    He  could  not  prevail  with  himfelf  to  refine 
their  manner,  or  to  polifli  their  ftyle  ;  and  this  their  p relent 
plainnefs  is  with  me  a  great  recommendation.    The  matter 
is  of  far  more  confequence  than  the  manner;  for  what  is 
the  end  of  preaching,  but  to  profit  the  hearers  ?  And  they 
are  not  profited  bv  the  excellency  of  fpeech  or  of  wifdom, 
but  by  thedemonltration  of  the  Spirit  and  of  power;  which 
did  certainly  accompany  thofe  plain  difcourics,  when  deli- 
vered from  the  pulpit :  May  the  fame  accompany  them 
from  the  prefs  !' 

It  is  an  Anecdote,  which  defer ves  to  be  recorded,  that, 
between  twenty  and  thirty  years  ago,  when  one  only  pul- 
pit in  or  about  the  great  metropolis,  and  that  only  on  a 
Sundry  and  Tbttrfdny  afternoons  during  Term-time,  w  as  ac- 
ceflible  tor  the  pure -doctrines  ot  the  gofpel  and  ol  the 
church  ;  a  certain  number  ot  lerious  perlons  met  at  il  ate  J 
times  for  the  fole  purpofc  of  praying,  that  GOD  would 
be  pleafed,  in  his  mercy  to  the  eltablifhment,  to  raile  11  j> 
faithful  minifters  in  it,  who  {hould  found  forth  the  gofpel 
of  his  grace  as  in  the  davs  of  old,  when  the  eftabliJhment 
\v*as  adorned  with  gracious  paftors  in  all  pari*  of  the  land* 
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and  to  give  their  miniftry  abundant  fuccefs.  Within  a 
fpace,  it  pleafed  GOD  to  anfwer  thefe  petitions,  by  raifing 
up  one  and  another;  infomuch,  that  at  this  time  (and  it 
ought  to  be  mentioned  with  gratitude)  there  are  very  many 
miniflers,  both  in  town  and  country,  who  think  it  the  true 
way  of  honoring  the  church  by  maintaining  her  own  efta- 
blirfied  arcicles,  and  the  only  way  of  ferving  GOD  in  the 
falvation  of  fouls  by  preaching  his  word  faithfully,  by  feed- 
ing the  flock  duly,  and  by  living  among  them  conftantly, 
and  all  this,  not  for  filthy  lucre  fake,  but  of  a  ready  mindy 
their  great  expectation  being,  when  the  chief  Shepherd Jhall 
appear,  to  receive  a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away. 


RICHARD  PEARSALL. 

THIS  evangelical  Minifter  was  born  at  Kidder m\nflery 
in  WorceflerJJnre,  on  the  29th  of  Augufl,  1698,  and 
received  his  education  in  a  diflenting  academy  at  Tewkejbttry 
in  Gloucejlerjbire.  In  procefs  of  time,  he  entered  upon  the 
minifterial  fervice,  and  was  fixed  for  ten  years  at  Bromyard 
in  Hereford/hire.  From  thence,  he  removed  to  Ifarminfler 
in  IViltfhire,  at  which  place  he  continued  his  miniftry  for 
fixteen  years;  and,  finally,  he  fettled  in  Taunton  in  Somer- 
(etfhire,  where  he  exercifed  the  facred  function  for  above 
"iifteen  years,  and  from  thence  was  called  to  heaven,  on  the 
1  Oth  or  November,  1762. 

His  writings  dilcover  the  piety  and  grace,  with  which 
GOD  had  blelTed  him.  They  are  not  only  evangelical, 
but  ingenious;  and  though  he  does  not  exceed  Mr.  Hervcy 
in  thele  refpecls,  whofe  ityle  he  feems  to  have  admired  and 
imitated,  yet  his  contemplations  may  be  read  with  plea- 
sure and  profit,  efpecially  by  younger  minds,  to  whom  they 
are  particularly  adapted.  His  Contemplations  on  the  Ocean, 
fsV.  in  two  volumes,  i2mo,  were  puhlilhed  by  himfelf, 
and  are  mentioned  by  Mr.  Hervey  with  regard,  in  the  third 
volume  of  his  Thcron  and  jifpafio*  His  Reliauiee  Sacra 
were  prefented  to  the  world  by  Dr.  Gibbons,  in  two  vo- 
lumes, iimo.  1765.  They  confift  of  Meditations  on  [cleft 
Pafjapi-s  of  Scripture,  and  Sacred  Dialogues  between  a  Father 
and  bis  Children.  If  thefe  do  not  abound  with  fo  many 
lively  Tallies  of  imagination  as  the  Contemplations,  they  at 
l:\afi  equal  them  in  a  warm  and  fcrious  piety,  and  may, 
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by  the  divine  bleffing,  breathe  holy  fervor  in  the  Reader's 
breaft. 

Mr.  Pear  fall  felt  inward  decays  fome  time  before  his  de- 
ceafe,  and  often  expreffed  the  fame  to  his  family.  He 
feemed  to  be  quite  prepared  for  death,  and  he  continually 
expatiated  on  the  glories  beyond  the  grave,  and  the  high 
honor  conferred  on  the  juft  made  perfect.  His  confcience 
bore  teftimony  to  the  faithful  difcharge  of  his  duty  as  a 
minifter,  rather,  and  friend.  He  declared,  that  the  great 
truths  of  the  gofpel  he  preached  when  living,  were  the 
foundation  of  his  hope  in  dying,  and  he  recommended 
a  firm  attachment  to  them  to  all  that  came  to  vifit  him ;  nor 
did  he  omit  ftrongly  to  urge  a  ltrict  and  clofe  walk  with 
GOD  in  private.  A  day  or  fo  before  his  death,  he  defired  his 
friends  not  to  be  furprized  if  he  went  off  fooner  than  they 
expected.  He  went  to  bed  feemingly  as  well  as  ufual.  No 
alteration  was  obferved  by  the  perfon  who  was  in  the  cham- 
ber, till  a  few  minutes  before  his  departure,  when  he  ap- 
peared to  be  dying.  One  of  his  daughters  came  to  him, 
and  de fired  him  to  fpeak,  which  he  could  not,  but  he 
opened  his  eyes,  put  out  his  hand,  and  immediately  breathed 
his  laft.  His  concern  for  his  flock  dictated  a  letter,  which 
he  addreiled  to  them  as  from  the  grave,  and  which,  agree- 
able to  his  direction,  was  read  to  them  foon  after  hk  de* 
ceafe.  Dr.  Gibbons  has  given  the  whole  of  it  in  a  preface 
to  the  Reliqui*  Sacra;  and  as  it  mews  the  temper  of  Mr. 
PearfalPs  mind  in  the  profpect  of  diflblution,  a  few  extracts 
from  it  may  not  be  impertinent  to  the  fhort  account  of  his 
life,  nor  be  unprofitable  to  the  Reader. 
"  My  dear  Friends, 

"  How  far  you  dwell  upon  my  heart,  he  only  knows, 
who  fearches  it;  but  I  truft  1  may  fay,  ye  are  witnefles, 
and  GOD  alfo,  that  I  have  a  real  and  lively  concern  for 
you,  efpecialiy  for  that  profpertty  of  yours  which  is  moll 
important  in  itfelf,  and  which  it  is  peculiarly  my  province 
to  promote;  that  you  may,  as  a  church,  be  a  flourifhing 
fociety,  a  nurfery  for  heaven,  a  name  and  a  praife  unto 
the  Lord  in  the  earth;  that  your  refpective  perfons  may 
fhare  in  the  'ipecial  favors  of  the  inoft  high;  that  your 
bodies  may  be  in  health,  as  far  as  the  wifdom  of  your  hea- 
venly Father  fees  confident  with  foul-profpcrity ;  that  your 
trade  may  AouriAi,  that  riches  may  increafe;  that  peace  may 
be  within  your  walls,  thofe  01  your  town,  your  own 
houfes,  your  bethel;  that  all  thole  bleffings  may  be  be- 
ftowed  upon  you,  which  are  contained  in  the  prefence  ok 
COD,  and  are  experienced  by  that  gofpel  church  which 
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fliall  be  called  Jehovah  Shammahy  becaufe  the  Lord  is  there. 
It  is  now  many  years  fince  1  hrft  faw  your  face,  and  you 
firii  heard  my  voice.  Through  the  courfe  of  thefe  years 
1  havii  received  many  favors  from  you,  for  which  I  return 
you  my  iincere  thanks.  As  the  time  now  approaches  in 
which  we  mall  neither  fee  noi  hear  each  other,  no  more 
have  communion  with  one  another,  either  in  a  way  of 
common  friendfhip,  or  in  ihe  duties  of  religion,  it  is  my 
defire,  either  to  take  a  folemu  farewel,  or  leave  this  dying 
teflimonial  behind  me,  of  my  love  to  you  and  longings 
after  your  welfare;  entreating  that  he,  who  can  fo  profper 
and  increafe  a  handful  of  corn  upon  the  top  of  a  mountain, 
as  that  the  fruit  thereof  ihall  fhake  as  Lebanon^  would  caufe 
this  attempt  to  anfwer  its  purpofe,  that  it  may  be  favingly 
profitable.  My  friends,  1  have  preached  living,  I  would 
preach  dying  :  From  the  pulpit  the  found  hath  gone  forth 
to  your  ears  at  leaft;  if  now  from  the  chamber,  the  clofet, 
the  bed,  the  fame  found  is  repeated,  imagine  the  reafon  is, 
I  would  prevail;  I  am  to  be  inftant  in  feafon  and  out  of 
feafon,  and  1  hope  the  circumftances  attending  my  prefent 
writing  may  be  ftrongly  argumentative,  that  you  may 
think  me  in  earned,  as  indeed  I  am,  and  may  approve 
yourfelves  fo.  The  prefent  is  to  mc  a  feafon  of  reflection, 
how,  in  what  manner,  I  have  exercifed  my  miniftry,  and 
to  what  purpofe.  And  I  intreat  moft  ferioufly  and  affec- 
tionatelv,  that  it  may  be  to  you,  and  every  of  you,  a  fea- 
fon of  due  confideration,  how  you  have  improved  it. 

"  Would  you  know  my  heart  without  difguife,  while  in 
the  views  of  death,  judgement  and  eternity?  I  look  back 
upon  my  former  miniftry:  I  will  tell  you  moll  ferioufly, 
that  as  my  preaching  among  you  was  extracted  from  the 
ever  blefled  gofpel,  and  I  dawbed  not  with  untempered 
mortar,  fo  I  now  ftand  to  the  doctrines  I  fo  often  delivered, 
and  make  them  the  bafts  of  my  hope,  and  humble  confi- 
dence in  a  fainting,  dying  feafon.    I  know  in  the  prefent 
day  many  fentiments  are  propagated  diametrically  oppofite 
to  each  other;  and  perhaps  on  the  one  ftde  and  the  other 
there  may  be  zeal ;  I  am  fure  another  day  will  infallibly  de- 
clare what  is  genuine  gofpel;  every  work  will  be  manifeft, 
for  it  fhall  be  as  metal  revealed  by  nre.    Now  I  can't  come 
to  you  upon  this  head  from  the  other  fide  of  death;  but 
as  near  as  I  am  to  it,  my  perfuafion  does  not  abate;  nay, 
the  more  near,  the  more  diftincT:  and  awful  views  I  take  of 
the  future  fcene,  the  more  fuitable  I  fee  thefe  doctrines, 
which  arc  peculiar  to  the  gofpel,  to  be  to  the  nature  of 
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GOD,  the  wants  of  my  foul,  and  necefTary  to  every  fallen 
creature. 

44  It  was  always  my  concern  to  call  no  man  father  or  maf- 
tcr  on  earth.  I  paid  indeed  a  refpect.  to  good  men,  fo  as  not 
wantonly  to  differ  from  them;  alio  a  refpeel:  to  the  ioot- 
fteps  of  the  flock,  fo  as  not  caufelefsly  to  deviate  from 
them;  and  it  was  one  part  of  my  fatisfacYion,  that  my  fen- 
timents  in  divinity  coincided  nearly  with  thole  that  i 
thought  were  the  moil  holy,  and  had  moll  of  the  Spirit 
of  GOD:  But  I  never  paid  that  deference  to  divines,  or 
an  affemMy  of  divines,  as  to  take  any  thing  on  their  word. 
I  carried  ill  to  the  law  and  to  the  teftimony,  as  to  a  touch- 
ftone,  anc  called  nothing  gold,  nothing  truly  valuable, 
but  as  agn  eable  to  the  fcriptures  of  truth,  and  having  a  di- 
vine ftamp  on  it.    1  now  (as  far  as  I  can)  confirm  what  1 
have  before  preached;  and  would  in  the  moil  ferious  man- 
ner, as  a  dying  man  and  minifler,  recommend  the  bicfled 
gofpel,  and  all  that  fyftem  of  facred  truths  that  runs  through 
it.  Think  of  no  jultification  but  what  is  to  be  had  through 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Cbrlft9  accepted  by  the  penitent  foul 
in  a  way  of  humble  faith.    In  every  kind  of  approach  to 
GOD,  whether  habitual  or  actual,  leek  acceptance  in  the  be- 
loved. Let  him  be  yourMediatorand  High  Prieft,  by  whom 
ou  prefent  yourfclves  hi  ft,  and  then  your  various  facri- 
ces  to  the  Lord  of  all,  and  think  that  he  could  be  Prieft 
only  as  he  was  and  is  GOD  incarnate.    As  I  always  main- 
tained the  doctrine  of  original  fin,  and  preached  to  you  as 
to  perfons  that  needed  a  regenerating  fpirit,  fo  1  verily  be- 
lieve, not  only  from  the  declarations  of  our  hlefled  Re- 
deemer, but  from  the  corruption  of  man's  heart,  from  the 
nature  of  fin  as  the  foul's  pollution,  compared  with  the 
purity  of  the"  divine  nature,  and  of  the  heavenly  world, 
which  are  all  purity,  that  verily,  except  a  man  be  born  again 
he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  heaven*    I  always  endeavored 
to  carry  you  off  from  felffeeking  and  felf-dependence  to 
GOD  and  his  glory,  that  you  might  not  imagine  you  were 
your  own,  and  might  acl  as  you  pleafed.    1  (hewed  that 
you  could  be  blefTed  only  in  the  divine  favor  and  fmiles,  as 
I  often  infilled  on  the  mediation  of  Chrifl,  and  your  onenefs 
with  him  in  the  way  of  faith,  in  order  to  your  union  with 
GOD  and  felicity  in  him;  and  with  all  this  the  neceffity  of 
the  fpirit  of  holineis  to  create  you  anew,  and  preferve  you 
(afe  unto  the  heavenly  kingdom.    I  appeal  to  you,  whe- 
ther I  have  not  made  luch  points  as  thefe  capital;  whether 
they  have  not  been  as  bread  and  fait  at  our  tables,  attend- 
ing our  daily  food;  whether  il^y  have  not  run  through  my 
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miniftry,  intimately  commingling  theinfelves  with  it.  I 
ft  ill  think  I  fhould  have  done  fo;  and  had  my  miniftry  been 
never  fo  far  protracted,  I  am  fatisfled  I  fhould  have  per- 
fcvered  in  this  fcheme  of  doctrine;  building  on  this  founda- 
tion  not  wood,  hay,  ltubbleof  vain  confidence,  ill-founded 
hopes,  carnal  liberties,  pride  and  hypocrily;  but  gold, 
fj'ver,  precious  ftones,  the  living  graces  and  lpiritual  duties 
of  vital  chriftianity,  with  a  waiting  on  the  Lord  in  the 
way  that  he  hath  prefcribed,  that  in  all  he  may  be  glorified, 
and  we  may  receive  living  water  through  thofe  pipes  of 
conveyance  from  the  grand  relervoir,  in  which  it  hath 
pleafed  the  Father  that  all  fulnefs  fhould  dwell.  As  I  did 
not  preach  chriftianity  to  confift  in  a  lifelefs  profeffion,  fo 
I  prefled  it  often  on  your  conferences,  that  you  fhould  fee 
to  it,  that  there  was  a  real  union  between  Cbrifl  and  you, 
and  that  it  be  fuch  a  joining  yourfelves  to  the  Lord,  as  is 
productive  of  real  difciplefhip,  and  fo  you  follow  the  Lord 
in  the  way  of  univerfal  holinefs.  In  fhort,  I  am  perfuaded 
my  fcheme  was  good,  I  mean  evangelical;  and  that  it  tended 
in  all  its  lines  to  that  one  grand  centre,  the  glory  of  GOD, 
as  holy,  juft  and  good;  the  advancement  of  ChrijTs  honor, 
in  his  perfon,  power,  love,  merit,  and  faithfulnels ;  the  ho- 
nor of  the  blefled  Spirit;  and  the  holinefs,  fafety,  comfort 
and  felicity  of  GOD's  people  here  and  hereafter." 

By  thele  brief  extracts  from  a  long  letter  to  his  flock, 
we  are  inftrucled  in  the  frame  of  Mr.  Pearfa/Ps  heart, 
and  may  fee,  that  the  love  of  GOD  and  the  falvation  of 
fouls  lay  with  great  and  folemn  weight  upon  his  thoughts. 
This  letter  would  make  a  very  proper  appendix  to  the 
fmall  volume  of  pious  letters,  written  in  the  laft  century, 
by  Mr.  Jofcpb  Alle'me  to  the  people  of  Taunton;  and  pof- 
fibly  the  hint  of  it  was  taken  from  them.  This  town  has 
been  long  blefTed  with  the  found  of  evangelic  truth  :  May  it 
hold  feft  that  which  remains,  in  the  midft  of  that  great  de- 
generacy which  prevails  in  the  counties  about  it,  that  the 
candle/tick  may  no!  be  removed,  and  that  no  man  take  its  crown! 

•fl  ■  1V«"C  ,  i  » 

WILLIAM  GRIMSHAW,  A.  B. 

TN  proportion  only  as  the  love  of  GOD  is  fhed  abroad 
J[  in  the  heart,  will  the  labors  of  love  abound  in  the  life. 
There  may  be  many  natural  and  corrupt  views  for  the  zeal 
and  diligence  of  our  fallen  nature  to  promote  itfelf;  but 
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nothing  can  induce  a  hearty  concern  for  fpiritual  things, 
where  all  the  pride,  profit,  and  glory  of  the  flefh  muft  be 
brought  down,  except  that  renewal  in  the  fpirit  of  the  mind% 
which  enables  it  to  apprehend  the  woith  of  thole  things. 
'Tis  a  certain  rule  in  religion,  as  well  as  in  philofophy, 
that  nothing  can  rife  above  its  own  principles :  And  our 
Lord  confirms  this  invariable  truth,  where  he  fays,  that 
which  is  born  if the flejh,  is  flefh ;  it  feeks  what  is  of  the 
flefli,  knows  nothing  beyond,  and  cannot  afcend  above  it. 
All  its  views  and  wi flies  are  confined  to  the  narrow  bounds 
of  time  and  of  fenfe:  Here  it  employs  all  its  cares  and 
endeavors,  and,  like  the  beqfts  that  per ijb,  thinks  nothing  of 
fpiritual  good,  rejects  it  as  a  chimera  or  dream,  and,  feed- 
ing and  filling  itfelf  with  the  grofs  fubftances  of  this  ele- 
mentary world,  18  totally  unfitted  for  the  enjoyment  of 
that  Being,  who  is  all  fpirit  and  life,  the  fource  and  the 
completion  of  every  intellectual  faculty  and  defire.  On 
the  other  hand,  that which  is  born  of the Spirit  (hy%Chrift)y 
is  Spirit:  Nothing  but  this  divine  Spirit  and  his  fpiritual 
creation  can  fat i ate  thole,  who  proceed  from  him.  They 
rife  to  him  by  his  power;  and  they  are  never  happy  but 
when  they  do  rife,  becaufe  they  fee  all  the  good  and  all  the 
end  of  their  nature  in  this  act,  and  all  the  miiery  and  dark- 
nefs,  which  can  befall  the  foul,  in  a  reparation  from  him. 
Hence  they  comprehend  the  abfolute  neceflity,  which  the 
Lord  Jefus  hath  Mated  in  faying,  V trily,  verily,  except  a  man 
be  born  again  for,  from  above),  he  cannot  SEE  the  Kingdom 
if  GOD :  He  cannot  have  that  true  notion  or  idea  of  its 
ipiritual  objects,  which  is  reprefented  bv  the  outward  fa- 
culty of  fight.  He  may  hear  of  it,  and  mfcourfe  of  it  too, 
as  a  blind  man  may  of  colors;  but  every  body  knows  the 
difference  of  that  apprehenfion,  which  pafles  through  the 
different  fenfes  of  the  eyes  and  the  ears.    And  then,  in 
order  to  confirm  a  truth  of  fuch  importance,  our  Lord 
renews  his  affeveration  in  another  form;  Verily,  verily, 
txcept  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot 
enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  GOD.    He  muft  be  renewed, 
changed,  tranjlatcd,  new-created,  or  born  again,  by  the  agency 
of  the  Spirit  of  GOD,  cleanfmg  and  purifying  his  foul  » 
as  water  doth  the  body,  or  he  cannot  arrive  at  the  fpiritual 
perception  of  fpiritual  things,  nor  finally  attain  the  object 
of  their  communication  in  this  world,  or  the  falvation  of 
Jefus  Chrifl  in  the  world  to  come.    And  if  an  unrenewed 
man  cannot  fee,  nor  arrive  at  the  true  notion  of  fpiritual 
things,  nor  enter  into  the  fpiritual  enjoyment  or  experience 
of  them  in  his  foul:  how  can  he  be  zealous  in  attaini: \z 
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them  for  himfelf;  how  can  he  be  earned  and  unwearied  in 
recommending  and  urging  them  upon  others? — It  is  moral- 
ly and  naturally  impoflible. 

&»is  cnim  quidquam  nefcius  optct  ? 

Jut  quts  valeat  nefcita  fequi  ?  BoETHIUS. 
That  is  : 

Can  he  defire,  who  doth  not  know  } 
Oi  who  to  what's  unknown  can  go? 

So,  on  the  contrary,  if  a  laborious  concern  to  imprefs 
theie  lp; ritual  objects  upon  the  minds  of  others  appear  in 
a  man,  where  no  earthly  good  can  be  expected,  but  much  of 
what  is  fuppoled  to  be  lb  may  be  loft,  by  that  concern;  it  is 
an  undeniable  argument,  that  the  foul  is  proportionally 
awakened  or  enlivened  to  underftand  and  defire,  what  is  in 
value  above  thein.  For  it  is  not  in  nature  to  part  with  any 
thing  which  is  thought  to  be  good,  but  for  the  attainment 
of  a  lomething,  which  is  believed  to  be  better.  We  (hall 
not  wonder,  therefore,  at  the  uncommon  zeal  and  labors 
of  the  man  of  GOD,  whofe  life  we  are  entering  upon, 
when  we  confider  the  uncommon  mealure  of  grace  he  had 
received  from  the  GOD  of  all  grace  \  but  may  rather  deplore 
our  own  lcanty  attainments,  which  leave  us  too  often  and 
too  far  behind  him,  when  even  his  zeal,  and  life,  and  acti- 
vity, (as  he  himfelf  was  fenfible,  and  none  more  fo)  were 
altogether  unworthy  of  the  Master  and  the caufehe  was 
ferving.  O  that  reflections  of  this  kind  may  be  fanclified 
to  quicken  us,  whether  minifiers  or  people,  to  double  our 
diligence;  knowing,  that  the  time  is Jhort,  that  the  night  is 
at  hand  when  no  man  can  work,  and  that  we  can  never  lay 
out  our  time  or  our  fouls  to  more  advantage  than  for  HIM, 
who  will  furFer  no  ad  of  duty  or  labor  of  love  to  be  pro- 
duced in  vain ! 

This  humble,  laborious,  and  ardent  Minifter  of  Chrifty 
William  Grim/haw,  was  born  on  September  the  third,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1708,  at  Brindle,  fix  miles  fouth  of 
Pre/Ion,  in  Lanca/hire;  and  he  was  educated  at  the  fchools 
of  Blackburn  and  He/kin,  in  that  county.  While  he  was 
a  fchool-boy,  the  thoughts  of  death  and  judgement,  the  tor- 
ments of  hell,  the  glories  of  heaven,  and  the  fufFerings  of 
Chfjfiy  often  made  lome  tranfient  impreflions  upon  him; 
owing  probablv  to  the  religious  care  taken  of  him  by  his 
parents.  In  the  eighteenth  year  ot  his  age,  he  was  admitted 
a  member  of  Cbri/fs-Cellcgc  in  Cambridge :  And  here  (as  is 
but  too  i:luallv  the  cafe)  bad  example,  deplorably  prevailed 
to  fvduce  him  from  that  decent  manner  of  life  and  thofc  fe- 
j  ioui,  ructions,  which  had  been  inculcated  upon  him ;  for, 
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at  tills  time,  having  no  real  change  wrought  upon  him,  and 
consequently  having  no  root  in  him/elf,  the  prevalent  impiety 
of  the  college  carried  him  away  fo  far,  that,  fortheipace 
of  more  than  two  years,  he  feemed  utterly  to  have  loll  all 
ienfeof  religion  and  ferioufnefs;  nor  was  there  any  revival 
of  his  former  impreflions,  till  on  the  day  he  was  ordained 
deacon,  in  the  year  1 731.  On  this  occahon,  he  was  much 
affected  with  a  fenfe  or  the  importance  of  the  miniiterial 
office,  which  he  was  taking  upon  him,  and  the  diligence 
which  ought  to  he  ufed  in  the  difcharge  of  it.  Yet  thefe 
convictions  were  but  flight  and  foon  carried  away,  like  the 
chaff,  by  the  wind  of  temptation ;  though,  for  a  little  time, 
they  were  promoted  by  an  acquaintance  with  fome  religious 
people  at  Rochdale,  who  ufed  to  meet  together,  once  a  week, 
for  religious  exercifes.  But,  upon  his  removal  thence, 
very  foon  after,  to  Todmorden,  though  not  far  diltant  from 
Rochdale,  inftead  of  acting  up  to  the  good  motions  he  had 
felt  in  his  foul,  and  which  had  been  encouraged  by  his  pious 
acquaintance,  he  purfued  a  different  courfe  and  went  no 
more  amongft  them  :  He  conformed  to  the  vain  and 
thoughtlefs  world ;  he  followed  all  its  ftupid  and  trifling  di- 
verfions;  and  endeavored  to  fatisfy  his  conscience  with 
"  doing  his  minifterial  duty"  (according  to  the  common 
phrafe)  on  a  Sunday,  without  attending  any  farther,  either 
to  the  improvement  of  his  own  mind  by  fludy,  or  to  the  im- 
provement of  his  people  as  an  effect  of  his  own.  He 
was,  in  a  word,  what  but  too  many  of  the  modern  clerical 
profeffion  are,  an  eafv  companion  for  eafy  men,  who  give 
themfelves  no  trouble  about  their  own  fouls,  or  about 
GOD,  or  any  thing  elfe  but,  what  Leviathan  is  reprefenttd 
to  be  doing  in  the  world,  taking  their  pajtime  therein.  Give 
them  the  pleafures  of  the  earth,  if  not  of  direct  fin  too, 
for  a  feafon;  and  the  honor  of  Chrijl,  and  the  falvation  of 
finners,  are  thofe  fubordinate  affairs,  which  mav  be  taken 
care  of,  at  any  time  or  no  time,  by  any  man  or  no  man, 
jufl  as  they  pleafe.  They  comprehend  no  more  of  fpiritual 
good,  than  the  luxurious  epicure  who  faid,  6  that  he  did 
not  underftand  what  great  happinefs  there  could  be  in  hea- 
ven, where  folks  were  to  fit  upon  a  bare  cloud  to  eternity, 
finging  hallelujahs,  and  having  nothing  to  eat  or  to  drink.' 
There  are  thoufands  who  would  be  afliamed  perhaps  to  ut- 
ter the  words,  but  who  are  living  in  the  fpirit  of  the  world- 
linefs  they  imply  from  day  to  day.  Mr.  Grim/haw,  to  his 
compunction  afterwards,  was  numbered  too  long  among 
this  ungodly  fraternity.    It  was  for  feveral  years  before  he 
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was  enabled  to  emerge  from  the  low  debauchery  of  the? 
times.  However,  it  is  laid,  he  refrained  as  much  as  porn- 
ble  from  grofs  fwearing,  unlefs  in  fuitable  company,  and, 
when  he  got  drunk,  would  take  care  to  fieep  it  out  before 
he  came  home* — O  what  a  fcandal  to  religion  are  fwearing, 
drunken,  horfe-racing,  gambling,  and  ungodly  priefb;  and 
what  a  jefr,  or  Humbling  block,  to  the  world! 

About  the  year  1 734,  and  in  the  twenty-fixth  of  Mr. 
Grim/haw's  life,  GOD  was  pleafed  to  bring  upon  him  an  ear- 
neft  concern  for  his  own  falvation,  and  confequently  for 
that  of  his  flock  at  Todmorden,  This  immediately  became 
vifibleby  his  reformation.  He  quickly  left  all  his  diverfions; 
his  fifhing,  card-playing,  hunting,  &c*  And  he  now  began 
to  catechize  the  young  people,  to  preach  up  the  abfolute 
neceflityof  a  drift,  and  devout  life;  to  vifit  his  people,  not 
in  order  to  drink  and  be  merry  with  them  as  before,  but 
to  exhort  and  prefa  them  to  leek  the  falvation  of  their 
fouls,  and  to  enforce  what  he  had  delivered  to  them  from 
the  pulpit.  *c 

At  this  period  alfo,  he  began  himfclf  to  pray  in  fecret 
four  times  a  day.    A  bleffed  practice,  which  there  is  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  he  never  left  off.    The  GOD  of  all  grace, 
who  had  now  prepared  his  heart  to  pray,  loon  alfo  gave 
the  anfwer  to  his  prayer :  Not  indeed  in  the  way  in  which  he 
expected;  not  in  a  complete  victory  over  his  corrupt  na- 
ture, nor  at  that  time  in  the  joy  of  a  confeience  bearing  him 
witneis,  that  in  fimplicity  and  godly  fincerity  he  was  walk- 
ing before  him :  But  by  bringing  upon  him  very  ftrongand 
painful  convictions  of  his  own  guilt,  and  helpleflhefs,  and  mi- 
fery ;  by  difcovering  to  him,  what  he  did  not  fufpect  before, 
that  his  heart  was  deceitful  and  defperately  wicked;  and, 
what  was  more  afflicting  Hill,  that  all  his  duties,  and  labors, 
and  goodnefs,  could  not  procure  for  him  pardon,  or  gain 
him  a  title  to  eternal  life.  Very  painful  apprehenfions  there- 
fore now  feized  his  mind,  or  what  mult  become  of  him. 
In  the  midft  of  which,  he  was  often  ready  to  accufe  GOD, 
as  dealing  hardly  with  one,  who  was  now  no  more  a  pro- 
fane or  carelefs  liver,  but  feeking  in  earneft  to  obey  him. 
But  this  was  the  work  of  the  law  upon  his  confeience,  and 
the  preparation  of  his  foul  for  the  gofpel  of  peace.  Under 
this,  he  was  indeed  exceedingly  miferable,  being  buffeted 
with  blafphemous  thoughts  and  horrid  temptations  :  And 
about  this  time  alfo  two  of  his  parifhioners  attempted 
to  make  away  with  themfelves,  though  their  lives  were  re- 
markably preferved.    Being  lent  for  to  one  of  them,  the 
thought  ftruck  him,  that  very  poflibly  he  might  e'er  long 
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do  the  fame,  for  aught  he  knew  or  could  do  to  the  con- 
trary. 

In  this  ftate  of  great  trouble,  he  continued  more  than 
three  years,  not  daring  to  acquaint  any  with  the  diftrefs 
he  fuffered,  left  they  ftiould  report  that  he  was  either  mad 
or  melancholy.  But,  by  thefe  la/ting  and  deep  convictions 
being  brought  to  a  deep  acquaintance  with  the  corruptions 
of  his  own  heart  and  to  the  knowledge  of  its  fin  by  the  law 
of  GOD,  enforced  upon  him  by  the  Spirit  of  GOD,  and 
being  therefore  made  willing  to  receive  falvation  freely, 
and  to  confider  himfelf  humbly  as  a  brand  plucked  out  of  the 
burning;  the  day  of  his  confolation  and  knowledge  of  Cbr  't/}, 
infinitely  precious  to  his  foul,  graciouily  drew  near.  The 
bible  began  now  to  appear  quite  a  new  book.  He  found 
the  rich  import  of  thofe  fcriptures,  which  declare  the  fa- 
criflce  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chr'ift  to  be  the  whole  atonement 
and  juftifkation  of  a  finner  before  GOD ;  and  which  teft  ify 
the  remiflion  of  fins  to  believers  on  his  name,  and  fanctifi- 
cation  as  the  bleffed  effect  of  this  believing  in  growing  evi- 
dence of  that  remiflion.  "  I  was  now  Hays  he)  willing  to 
renounce  myfelf,  with  every  degree  ot  fancied  merit  and 
ability,  and  to  embrace  Chr'ift  only  for  my  all  in  all.  O 
what  light  and  comfort  did  I  now  enjoy  in  my  own  foul,  and 
what  a  tafte  of  the  pardoning  love  of  GOD  !w 

As  he  was  thus  taught  of  GOD  in  his  own  experience, 
fo  his  preaching,  in  the  year  1742,  began  to  be  clear  and 
profitable.  He  dwelt  much  in  representing  the  nature  and 
excellencies  of  chriftian  faith,  and  falvation  by  Chi  ///alone. 
All  this  time  he  was  an  entire  ft  ranger  to  ferious  pcrfons, 
or  to  thofe  who  were  the  occafion  under  GOD  of  the  re- 
vival of  religion  among  us.  He  was  alfo  an  entire  ft  ranger 
to  their  writings,  except  a  fingle  fermon  upon  GaL  iii.  24. 
and  a  letter  to  the  people  of  England,  publifhcd  by  the 
reverend  Mr.  Seagrave9  in  which  he  was  lurprized  to  find 
the  nature,  life,  fpirituality,  and  power  of  truth  and 
doctrine,  in  all  material  points,  to  be  the  very  fame  with 
what  he  now  faw  clearly  in  the  word  of  GOD,  and  from, 
which  his  peace  had  entirely  flowed.  Dr.  Owen's  book  on 
juftification  was  alfo  of  great  ufe  to  him  about  this  time. 

In  the  month  of  May,  in  the  fame  year,  inftrucled  in 
this  manner,  Mr.  Grimjhaw  came  to  the  people  and  church 
at  Haworth  near  Bradford,  in  Torkfhire,  and  very  foon  the 
good  effects  of  his  preaching  became  vifible  among  a  people 
ignorant  and  brutilh,  as  the  face  of  the  country  is  wild  and 
rugged.  Many  of  his  carelefs  flock  were  brought  into 
deep  concern  for  the  falvation  of  their  i'ouh,  and  were 
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tilled  v .  ith  peace  an  J  joy  through  helieving.  And  as  in 
antient  times,  before  preaching  was  debafed  by  modern  re- 
finement, and  alas!  to  luch  a  cold  and  languid  exercife, 
that  generally  one  can  fcarce  obicrve  a  decent  attention  to 
the  miniller  in  the  pulpit;  his  people  felt  in  their  hearts  a 
deep  conviction  of  fin;  and  the  whole  congregation  have 
been  often  feen  in  tears,  on  account  of  their  numerous  pro- 
vocations againft  GOD,  and  under  a  fenfe  of  his  goodnefs 
in  yet  fparing  them,  and  waiting  to  be  gracious  unto  them. 
This  lively,  powetful,  manner  of  representing  the  truths 
of  GOD  could  not  fail  of  being  much  talked  ot,  and  bring- 
ing, out  of  curiofity,  many  hundreds  to  Hawortb  church: 
And  there  they  received  fo  much  benefit  by  what  they 
heard,  that  when  the  novelty  was  long  over,  the  church 
continued  to  be  full  of  people,  many  of  whom  came  from 
far,  and  this  for  twenty  years  together.  Indeed,  nothing  but 
this  will  draw  fouls  heartily  together,  or  (according  to  the 
prophet's  language)  as  doves  to  their  windows.  Mere  morality, 
derived  from  man's  ability,  neither  comes  warm  from  the 
heart,  nor  goes  warmly  to  it.  With  the  tram,  of  human 
attaiuments  and  human  endeavors,  all  fallen,  corrupt,  fee- 
ble, and  depraved,  no  foul  living  can  be  fatiated.  When 
men  preach  thefe  (to  ufe  the  words  of  Milton,) 
*  The  flieep  look  up,  but  are  not  fed.* 

Tt  was  the  pure  truth  of  the  gofpel,  which  brought  men 
to  reformation  from  popery,  and  which  only  can  produce 
true  reformation  at  any  time.  It  was  this,  which  hath 
drawn  thoufands  from  the  church  to  various  diffenters, 
where  it  hath  been  preached  by  them;  and  it  is  the  preach- 
ing of  this  alone,  as  we  have  abundant  proof,  that  can  rill 
our  churches  again. 

Mr.  Grim/haw  was  now  too  happy  himfelf  in  the  know- 
ledge of  Chri/i,  to  reft  fatisfled,  without  taking  every  me- 
thod, he  thought  likely,  to  fpread  the  knowledge  of  his 
GOD  and  Saviour.  And  as  fome  indigent  people  con- 
ftantly  make  their  want  of  better  cloaths  to  appear  in,  an 
excufe  for  not  coming  to  church  in  the  day  time,  when 
their  want  would  be  vifible  to  the  whole  congregation;  he 
contrived,  for  their  fakes,  a  lecture  on  Sunday  evenings, 
though  he  preached  twice  in  the  former  part  of  the  day.  In 
which  lecture  a  chapter  or  apfalm,  after  the  primitive  cuftom 
of  the  chriflian  church,  was  expounded.  GOD  was  pleafed 
to  give  great  fuccefs  to  thefe  attempts,  which  animated  him 
/till  more  to  fpend  and  be  fpent  for  Ckrijfs  caufe :  So  that 
the  next  year  he  began  a  method,  which  was  continued  by 
him  ever  after,  of  preaching  in  each  of  the  four  Hamlets 
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Under  his  care,  three  times  every  month.  By  which  means 
the  old  und  infirm,  who  could  not  attend  the  church,  had 
the  truth  of  GOD  brought  to  their  houfes;  and  many,  who* 
were  fo  profane  as  to  make  the  diftance  from  the  houfe  of 
GOD  a  reafon  for  fcarce  ever  coming  to  it,  were  allured  to 
hear,  and  at  length  received  with  joy  the  word  of  life. 

By  this  time,  the  great  attention  and  labor,  with  which 
he  inftru&ed  his  own  people;  the  circumfpeclion  and  holi- 
nefs  of  his  converfation ;  and  the  lafting  benefit,  which  very 
many  from  the  neighboring  parifhes  had  obtained,  by  at- 
tending his  miniftry ;  all  concurred  to  bring  upon  him  many 
earneft  intreaties  to  come  to  the  houfes  of  others,  who  lived 
in  neighboring  parifhes,  and  to  expound  the  word  of  GOD 
to  fouls  as  ignorant,  as  they  were  themfelves,  before  they 
had  heard  inftrudtion  from  his  lips.  As  the  pureft  be- 
nevolence was  the  only  motive  to  this  requeft;  fo  all, 
who  knew  Mr.  Grim/haw,  are  allured,  (and  what  others 
think  or  fay  matters  not)  nothing  but  love  to  the  fouls  of 
men,  and  a  defire  of  proving  a  blefling  to  them,  engaged 
him  to  preach,  as  occafions  offered,  in  other  parilhes.  So 
that  whilft  he  was  one  of  the  moft  diligent  in  overfeeing, 
and  providing  abundantly  for  all  in  his  own  flock,  he  annu- 
ally found  opportunity  of  inftru<5ling,  near  three  hundred 
times,  large  companies,  and  fometimes  large  congregations 
befides.  After  he  had  preached  for  the  hrft  time  in  any 
place,  he  commonly  thanked  the  perfon  into  whofe  houfa 
or  barn  he  was  received,  and  added;  "  I  hope  you  will 
give  me  leave  to  come  again." 

Mr.  Gr  'tmjhaut  thus  went  on  preaching  fifteen,  twenty, 
and  often  thirty  times  in  the  week,  and  that  for  fifteen  years, 
or  upwards,  befides  vifiting  the  fick,  and  other  occafional 
duties  of  his  function.  1  o  one  of  his  friends  in  a  neigh- 
boring parifli,  whofe  wife  had  been  fick,  he  thus  apologized, 
"  I  am  forry,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  vifit  your  wife: 
I  have  not  wanted  inclination,  but  time;  for  I  have  had 
thirty  times  to  preach  this  week."  It  is  not  eafy  to  afcribe 
fuch  unwearied  diligence,  and  all  amongft  the  poor,  or  at 
leaft  very  obfeure  people,  to  any  motive  but  the  real  one. 
He.  thought  his  tongue  mould  never  lie  ftill  in  guilty 
filence,  whilft  he  could  fpeak  to  the  honor  of  that  GOD, 
who  had  done  fo  much  for  his  foul.  And  whilft  he  law  fin- 
ners  perifliing  for  lack  of  knowledge,  and  no  one  break- 
ing to  them  the  bread  of  life,  he  was  tranfported  by  love 
to  pity  them,  and,  notwithstanding  the  felfifli  reluctance 
he  felt  within,  to  give  up  his  name  to  ftill  greater  reproach, 
as  well  as  his  time  and  ftrength  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry., 
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What  a  reflection  fhould  this  afford  to  that  lazinefs  of  heart 
(to  call  it  by  no  worfe  a  name,)  which  thinks  the  fervice 
of  GOD,  after  naming  it  in  prayer  before  him  a  *'  perfect 
freedom,"  to  be  a  hard  burden,  and  which  courts  eafy  duty 
and  large  fees  only  for  an  indulgence  to  the  fleih,  and  tm 
hold  up  a  fort  of  foolifh  and  unmeaning  refped  in  the  world* 
During  all  this  intenie  and  perfeverine  application  to 
what  was  the  whole  delight  of  his  heart,  GOD  was  exceed- 
ingly favorable  to  him  ;  for,  through  the  fpace  of  fixteen 
years,  he  was  only  once  fufpended  from  his  labors  by  fick- 
nefs,  though  he  ventured  in  all  weathers  upon  the  bleak 
mountains,  and  ufed  his  body  with  lefs  confideration,  than 
a  merciful  man  would  ufe  his  beaft.  His  foul,  at  various 
times,  enjoyed  very  large  manifeftations  of  GOD's  love, 
that  he  might  not  faint;  and  he  drank  deep  into  his  Spirit. 
His  cup  ran  over,  and  at  fome  feafons,  his  faith  was  fo 
ftrong  and  hope  fo  abundant,  that  higher  degrees  of  fpi- 
ritual  delight  would  have  overpowered  his  mortal  frame* 
Thefe  are  the  things,  which  fweeten  and  which  prompt  to 
duty. 

In  this  manner  Mr.  Grimjhaw  employed  all  his  talents 
even  to  his  laft  illnefs  :  And  his  labors  were  not  in  vain  in 
the  Lord.  He  faw  an  effectual  change  take  place  in  many 
of  his  flock;  a  deep  fenfe  of  evil  and  good,  and  a  ftriking 
reftraint,  from  the  commiflion  of  fin,  brought  upon  the 
parilh  in  genera!.  He  faw  the  name  of  Jefus  exalted,  and 
many  fouls  happy  in  the  knowledge  of  him,  and  walking 
as  becomes  the  gofpel  of  Chrift.  Happy  he  was  himfelt, 
mi  being  kept  by  the  power  of  GOD,  fo  unblameable  in 
in  his  converfation,  that  no  one  could  prove,  that  he,  in 
any  inftance,  laid  heavy  burdens  upon  others,  which  he 
himfelf  refufed  to  bear.  Happy  in  being  beloved,  for  feve- 
ral  of  the  laft  years  of  his  life,  by  every  one  in  his  parifh ; 
who,  whether  they  would  be  perfuaded  by  him  to  forfake 
the  evil  of  their  ways,  or  not,  had  no  doubt  that  Mr. 
Grim/haw  was  their  cordial  friend,  and  in  every  labor  of 
love  their  fervant  to  command.  Hence,  at  his  departure, 
a  general  concern  was  vifible  through  his  parifh. 

Wis  behavior,  throughout  his  laft  ficknefs,  was  all  of  a 
*  piece  with  the  laft  twenty  years  of  his  life.  From  the  very 
firft  attack  of  his  fever,  he  welcomed  the  approach  of  death. 
His  intimate  experimental  knowledge  of  Chrift  abolifhed  all 
the  reluctance,  which  nature  ufually  feels  to  a  dtflblution; 
and,  triumphing  in  him,  who  is  the  refurreclion  and  the  Tife^ 
he  departed  Jpril  the  feventh,  1 763,  in  the  fifty-fifth  year 
of  his  age,  and  in  the  twenty-firft  of  eminent  ufefulnefs  in 
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the  church  of  Cbri/i.  His  body  was  interred  with  what  is 
more  ennobling,  than  all  the  pomp  of  folemn  dirges,  or  of 
a  royal  funeral :  For  he  was  f  ollowed  to  the  grave  by  a  great 
multitude,  with  the  moft  affectionate  flghs  and  with  many 
tears;  and  who  cannot  ft  ill  hear  his  much -loved  name, 
without  weeping  for  the  guide  of  their  fouls,  to  whom  each 
of  them  was  dear  as  children  to  their  father. 

We  are  indebted,  for  much  of  the  preceding  account, 
to  a  *  Sketch,'  drawn  of  it,  by  the  excellent  and  faithful 
minifter  of  Chrijl,  Mr.  Venn,  But  it  would  not  be  juft  to 
the  memory  ot  fuch  a  man  as  Mr.  Grimjhtnvy  nor  to  the 
Reader's  edification,  if  we  did  not  collect  every  authentic 
fragment  concerning  him,  fo  that  nothing  ufeful,  if  pofli- 
ble,  might  be  loft. 

A  manufcript  account,  which  I  have  concerning  him 
from  a  perfon  who  was  much  with  him,  mentions  feveral 
particulars,  which  are  too  extraordinary  and  too  valuable 
to  be  buried  in  filence. 

Like  the  pious  Herbert,  he  ufually  called  his  Saviour  bf 
the  name  of  his  Master  :  And  a  precious  Mafter  he  was 
to  his  foul.  He  would  frequently  fay,  c<  My  GOD,  my 
Jefuty  my  Mafter;  I  love,  I  love  thee  indeed,  but  how  lhall 
I  love  thee  enough !"  At  the  very  mention  of  his  name,  ho 
would  often  paufe,  and  then  break  out  into  fome  exprefs 
admiration  of  his  love.  In  performance  of  divine  fervices, 
and  efpecially  at  the  communion,  he  was  like  a  man  at  times 
with  his  feet  on  earth  and  his  foul  in  heaven.  In  prayer, 
he  would  indeed  "  take  hold  (as  he  ufed  to  exprefs  himlelf) 
of  the  very  horns  of  the  altar,"  which  he  added,  "  he  could 
not,  he  would  not,  let  go,  till  GOD  had  given  the  bleffing  :*» 
And  his  fervency  often  was  fuch,  and  attended  with  fuch 
heart- felt  and  melting  expreflions,  that  fcarce  a  dry  eye  was 
to  be  feen  in  his  numerous  congregation.  He  was  of  a  truly 
catholic  fpirit.  He  loved  all,  who  loved  Chrijly  of  all  deno- 
minations. He  had  too  much  of  his  love  to  be  a  bigot  to 
a  party,  or  to  be  a  cenforious  critic  of  thofe,  who  profefled 
or  pracTifed  the  piety  of  the  gofpel.  There  were  none  of 
whom  he  did  not  wifh  to  think  well;  and  certainly  none  to 
whom,  if  in  his  power,  he  would  not  do  well.  -In  his 
labors  he  was  abundant  indeed.  Scarce  ever  a  day  paffed 
without  his  preaching:  And,  if  it  did,  non  diem  perdidit ; 
he  did  not,  like  the  philosophical  emperor,  «  lofe  the  day.* 
It  was  fpent  in  private  or  other  holy  duties.  He  rarely 
preached  fewer  than  twenty  times,  often  near  thirty  times, 
and,  upon  one  occafion,  above  thirty  times,  in  one  week. 
O  hear  this,  ye  that  call  yourfelves  minifters  of  Jefus> 
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paftors  of  his  flock,  and  teachers  of  the  people,  who  feldorft 
or  never  preach  at  all!  The  employment  of  his  life  was  in 
fermons,  prayers,  and  praifes.    His  fublime  foul  was  lifted 
up  above  the  crawling  ambition  and  filthy  covetoufnefs  ot 
this  world.    He  aimed  to  live  like  a  king-prieft  to  his 
GOD,  and  to  win  for  him  and  gain  for  themfelves  immor- 
tal fouls.    What  his  pariftiioners  brought  him  for  dues, 
he  took  without  rigor  or  exaction.    He  ufed  to  tell  them; 
*'  I  will  not  deferve  your  curfes,  when  I  am  dead,  for  what 
I  have  received  for  my  poor  labors  among  you:  I  want  no 
more  cf  you,  than  your  fouls  for  my  GOD,  and  a  bare- 
maintenance  for  myfelf."  His  life  teftified  to  the  truth  of  his 
words.    What  he  received  was  not  fpent  in  luxury  of  any 
kind,  but,  all  above  his  own  neceflities  which  were  few, 
was  laid  out  for  the  good  of  others.    None  but  the  plaineft 
cloathing  and  food  were  his  requirements  for  the  body; 
and  thele,  he  would  frequently  and  humbly  fay,  were 
much  more  than  he  defer ved.  W  hat  can  Juch  religious  pro- 
feiTors  think  of  this,  who  are  always  carefully  thinking 
about  adorning  their  perfons,  and  fpending  their  time  and 
property  in  the  pomps  and  vanities  of  a  world,  which  they 
rft*e£l  to  renounce?  If  an  humble  fimplicity  in  all  things 
can  become  any  men;  furely  it  muft  the  men,  who  talk, of 
following  the  meek  and  lowly  jfefus.    This  fimplicity  was 
evident  in  Mr.  Grimfbaw*    He  alfo  abhorred  waftefulnef?, 
even  of  a  morfel  of  bread,  and  ftri&ly  obferved  all  the  fru- 
£aliry,  for  which  the  primitive  chriftians  are  mentioned 
with  honor.    "  How,  fays  he,  can  thofe  perfons  anfwer 
before  GOD  for  the  food,  which  they  deny  to  poor  chrif- 
tians*,  and  throw  away  upon  dogs?"  It  was  his  cuftom  to 
po  from  houfe  to  houfe,  warning  and  exhorting  every  man% 
concerning  the  falvation  of  Jefus.    When  he  heard  of  any 
families,  who  wilfully  abfented  themfelves  from  the  church, 
he  would  give  notice  of  preaching  at  or  before  their  houfes, 
and,  in  his  difcourfe,  would  tell  them;  "  If  you  will  not 
come  to  church  to  hear  me,  you  Jhall  hear  me  at  home; 
and,  if  you  do  perifh,  you  mall  perifli  with  the  found  of 
the  gofpel  in  your  ears. '    To  fome,  who  were  fick  and 
then  lent  for  him,  but  who  refufed  to  hear  him  in  their 
health,  he  ufed  to  fay;  "  Now  the  hand  of  GOD  is  upon 
you,  and  you  think  the  devil  is  ready  to  take  you,  and  hell 
open  to  receive  you;  now  it  is, — Send  for  Grimjhav: ;** 
And  he  converfed  with  them,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  love 
and  faithfulnefs  to  their  fouls,  infomuch  that  thefe  occa- 
fions  have  often  proved  the  happy  converfion  of  many.  He 
had  great  comtbrt  in  the  feals  to  his  miniftry.    One  year, 
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when  he  had  buried  eighteen  perfons,  he  faid,  that  <c  he  had 
great  reafon  to  believe,  that  fixteen  of  them  were  entered 
into  the  kingdom  of  GOD."  He  ufed  means  to  make  his 
parifhioners  conftant  in  their  attendance  at  church;  and 
when  the  law  of  GOD  and  his  own  love  to  them  did  not 
prevail  for  that  end,  he  would  readily  make  ufe  of  the  law 
of  man.  Thofe,  who  flept  in  the  time  of  divine  fervice,  he 
would  rebuke  before  the  whole  congregation. 

There  are  fome  exemplary  circumAances  in  his  private 
life,  which  ought  to  be  recorded,  and  which  fhew  that  he 
was  uniform  and  confident;  not  a  mere  outfide  profeflbr, 
held  in  admiration  by  others,  but  a  chrillian  at  home>  in  his 
ciofgty  and  in  his  heart* 

His  ufuai  hour  of  rifmg  was  about  five;  and  the  melody 
of  his  heart  rofe  with  him.    His  firft  gratulation  was  con- 
jftantly  that  excellent  doxology,  compofed  by  Dr.  IVatts: 
Praife  GOD,  from  whom  all  bleffings  flow; 
Praife  Him,  all  creatures  here  below; 
Praife  Htm,  above,  ye  heav'nly  Hoft; 
Praife  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost! 
He  would  then  join  in  prayer  with  his  family>  thofe  who 
Tifited,  and  thofe  who  would  come  to  it.    But  previoufly 
he  read  the  pfalms  and  leflons  appointed  for  the  day.  After 
this  morning  facritice,  he  would  take  an  affectionate  leave 
of  them,  like  one  who  might  fee  them  no  more,  ufing  this 
kind  benediction;  "  May  GOD  blefs  you,  in  your  louls, 
and  in  your  bodies,  and  in  all  you  put  your  hands  to  do  this 
day!  Whether  you  live,  or  die,  may  the  Lord  grant,  that 
you  may  live  to  him,  and  for  him,  and  with  him,  for  ever  !'* 
This  cuftom  he  obferved  at  night,  before  he  took  leave  of 
them  for  reft,  which  was  commonly  about  eleven  o'clock. 

His  charity  knew  no  bound  but  his  circumftanccs.  As 
his  grace  and  faithfulnefs  rendered  him,  through  the  divine 
blefling,  ufeful  to  all;  fo  his  benevolent  liberality  particu* 
larly  endeared  him  to  the  poor.  He  frequently  ufed  to  lay; 
«'  If  I  ftiould  die  to  day,  I  have  not  a  penny  to  leave  behind 
me."  Indeed,  he  was  his  own  executor ;  not  leaving  a  fum 
of  lucre,  only  becaufehe  could  not  take  it  with  him;  and  yet 
he  did  not  quit  the  world  in  debt,  as  his  friends  imagined 
he  would  from  his  readinefs  to  give.  He  had  prudence  as 
well  as  grace,  a  juftice  as  well  as  generofity  of  foul.  His 
accounts  indeed  were  ealily  kept,  for  he  lived  from  day  to 
day  upon  his  Master;  but  there  is  a  reckoning  made  of 
them,  though  not  by  himfelf,  which  Ihall  never  ba  blotted 
fu,t  or  forgotten. 
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The  animofity  or  differences  of  men  afforded  his  tender 
and  affectionate  fpirit  nothing  but  pain.  No  labor  was  too 
great  or  too  long,  if  their  reconciliation  might  be  his  own 
reward.  When  he  has  met  with  fome  uncommon  degrees 
of  perverfenefs  or  obduracy,  he  has  been  known  to  fall  upon 
his  knees  in  tears  before  them,  befeeching  them  in  the 
bowels  of  Chrift  to  love  one  another,  and  ottering  them  to 
tread  upon  his  neck,  if  they  would  but  be  at  peace  among 
themfelves.  He  had  drank  deep  into  the  love  of  GOD; 
and  this  induced,  as  it  ever  will  induce,  the  moft  difin- 
terefted  love  towards  men,  and  efpecially  towards  them  that 
are  bis. 

The  failings  of  profeflbrs  were  too  often  a  caufe  of  the 
feverelt  forrow  to  his  mind.  He  was  unfpeakably  fearful 
at  all  times,  left  the  glory  of  his  Master,  the  intereft  of 
the  gofpel,  and  the  welfare  of  fouls,  mould  be  hindered  or 
abated.  There  are  many  things  of  this  kind  mentioned  of 
him,  which  might  appear  too  much  like  empty  encomium 
to  recite,  becaufe  the  world,  and  the  profeffing  world  too, 
know  but  few  examples  of  any,  who  walk  fo  clofely  with 
Chrift,  and  of  courfe  fo  humbly  with  their  GOD,  as  did 
this  blefTed  man  Mr.  Grim/haw.  What  would  be  flattery 
to  many,  is  fcarce  the  truth  to  him. 

His  humility,  indeed,  was  confpicuous  among  all  his 
graces  to  thole  who  knew  him.  Few  mortal  men  ever 
thought  or  fpake  more  meanly  of  themfelves,  or  could  en- 
dure lefs  to  be  fpoken  well  of.  In  this  refpe&,  he  moft 
entirely  refembled  the  meek  and  excellent  Leighton.  He 
feemed  to  have  the  apoftle's  precept  always  before  him;  in 
boner  preferring  one  another* 

He  made  no  diftin&ion  of  denomination  the  meafure  of 
his  love  towards  chriftians :  The  love  of  Chrift  to  them 
guided  his  love  moft  clofely  too.  He  ufed  to  fay ;  44  I  love 
chriftians,  true  chriftians,  of  all  parties:  I  do  love  them; 
I  will  love  them;  and  none  (hall  make  me  do  otherwife." 

He  was  twice  married;  and  was  happy  in  relation  to  his: 
wives,  as  fellow-heir i  of  the  grace  of  life,  and  joint  partakers 
of  the  kingdom  of  GOD. 

Though  he  was,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  much 
afflicted  in  body,  yet  he  bore  all  with  the  patience  of  faith 
and  the  endurance  of  hope.  He  faid;  "  I  expect  my  ftay 
upon  earth  to  be  fhort;  and  I  mult  endeavor  to  make  the 
moft  of  a  fhort  life,  and  fo  to  devote  myfelf  to  GOD,  as 
not  to  go  fearfully  creeping  towards  heaven  at  laft.n  All 
his  time  was  time  redeemed.  He  counted  the  value  of  hi* 
hours,  and  mourned  if  any  appeared  to  be  loft. 
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It  was  always  matter  of  grief  to  him  either  to  fee  or  hear 
©f  perfons,  walking  unworthy  of  their  high  vocation*  Evan- 
gelic principles  and  Antinomian  practices  were  a  coalition, 
which  he  could  not  endure.  He  hungered  and  thirfted  after 
righteoufnefs  himfelf ;  and  would  fay,  "  That  holinefs  was 
a  precious  gift  and  a  precious  privilege."  What  GOD 
had  done  for  us  by  Chri/l,  what  GOD  doeth  in  us  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  what  GOD  will  do  to  us  in  all  his  Perfons 
hereafter,  ought  never  to  he  feparated  from  the  chriftian's 
faith,  hope,  and  practice,  throughout  his  life.  This  was 
Mr.  Grim/haw'%  religion,  or  rather  the  religion  of  Jefus 
in  him. 

.  A  life,  thus  fpent  in  communion  with  GOD,  it  may  be 
expected,  would  be  bleffed  by  him  in  its  end.  And  it  was 
fo.  For  him  to  live  was  Chri/l^  and  to  die  was  gain, 
■  Thefe  laft  words,  from  Phil,  i.  21.  were  taken  as  the 
text  of  a  fermon,  preached  upon  theoccafion  of  his  death 
at  St.  Dun/fan's  in  the  IVtJl,  London,  by  the  reverend  Mr. 
Romaine,  on  the  17th  or  April,  176?,  ten  days  after  his 
deceafe.  Some  notes,  concerning  Mr.  Grim/haw,  taken 
down  at  the  time,  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  Reader. 

4  Mr.  Grim/haw  (fays  the  excellent  preacher)  was  the 
moft  laborious  and  indefatigable  mini  Iter  of  Chri/l9  that 
ever  I  knew,  and  1  believe  one  of  the  moft  fo,  that  ever 
was  in  England,  fmce  the  firft  preaching  of  the  gofpel. 
For  the  good  of  fouls,  he  rejected  all  hopes  of  affluent  for- 
tune, and  for  the  love  of  Chri/l  chearfully  underwent  diffi- 
culties, dangers,  and  tribulations.  He  preached  Chrifi9 
and  Chri/l  alone:  And  GOD  gave  him  very  numerous  feals 
to  his  miniftry.  Himfelf  has  told  me,  that  not  fewer  than 
twelve  hundred  were  in  communion  with  him;  moft  of 
whom,  in  the  judgement  of  chanty,  he  could  not  but  believe 
to  be  one  with  Chri/l.  He  has  often  preached  five  times  in 
a  day,  and  rarely  lefe  than  three  or  four;  and  to  do  this 
would  travel  likewife  forty  or  fifty  miles.  And  when  fome 
of  his  friends,  in  tendernefs  to  his  health,  would  prefs  him 
to  fpare  himfelf  fometimes,  he  would  anfwer;  "  Let  me 
labor  now ;  I  (hall  have  reft  enough  bye  and  bye.  I  cannot 
do  enough  for  Chri/l,  who  has  done  lo  much  for  me."  He 
was  the  moft  humble  walker  with  Chri/l  1  ever  met  with; 
infomuch  that  he  could  never  endure  to  hear  any  commen- 
dations made  to  him  upon  his  ulefulnefs,  or  any  thing  which 
belonged  to  him.  He  caught  the  difordcr,  a  malignant 
fever,  of  which  he  died,  in  vifiting  his  flock,  among  whom 
it  raged;  and  nothing  could  dilTuacle  him  from  this  dan- 
gerous attendance,  when  he  thought  his  duty  demanded 
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or  fome  needy  fouls  required  it.' — His  laft  words  were} 
Here  goes  an  unprofitable  Servant!" 
It  is  with  great  pleafure  and  gratitude  I  acknowledge  tbo 
kindnefs  of  my  ever-valued  and  refpedted  friend  and  rector 
upon  many  occafions,  and,  among  them,  for  the  commut 
nication  of  a  letter,  written  to  him  from  Mr.  Grimjbawy 
not  many  months  before  his  death,  and  containing  an  ac«? 
count  of  his  faith  and  hopes,  which  had  been  often  foli- 
cited  by  and  often  pro  mi  fed  to  him.  There  needs  no 
apology  for  presenting  this  excellent  Declaration  or  Creed 
to  the  Reader ;  and,  accordingly,  I  fliall  not  offer  to  trou- 
ble him  with  any. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  CrimJbaw  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Romaine. 

"  Hawortby  December  8>  1762. 
€i  Reverend  and  dear  Sir, 

"  Yefterday  I  received  your  kind  letter,  and  muft  allure 
you,  I  reap  as  much  benefit  and  comfort,  and,  1  dare  fay, 
much  more  from  your  letters,  than  you  can  do  from  mine* 
Your  account  of  books  fent  in  the  box,  is  right,  as  to 
thofe  bound  and  Pitched  :  But  the  number  of  Mr.  jfones's 
Funeral  Sermon  is  only  an  hundred,  though  you  fay  they 
were  an  hundred  and  twenty-five :  Such  a  miilake  may  be 
cafily  made. — You  left  twenty-five  with  me  :  So  that  in 
all  1  have  one  hundred  and  twenty-five,  but  no  more.— 1 
I'll  fend  you  money  for  them,  the  firft  opportunity. 

"  As  to  my  Creed,  lb  long  promifed,  fo  long  looked 
for,  and  fo  often  called  for,  fuch  as  it  is,  I  here  (end  you 
at  laft. 

"  1.  I  believe,  that  GOD  made  man,  like  all  other 
animals,  created  out  of  the  earth,  perfect ;  endued  him 
with  a  reafonable  and  immortal  foul,  and  united  his  foui 
to  HIS  SPIRIT.— Thus  created,  and  thus  related  tQ 
HIMSELF,  He  laid  man  under  a  covenant  of  works.— 
This  covenant  he  was  competent  of  keeping,  not  by  vir- 
tue of  his  created  abilities,  as  the  old,  particularly  the  Pu- 
ritan, divines  feign,  (for  I  think  there  is  no  clear  proof 
from  the  fcriptures  for  it)  but  by  the  power  of  the  HOLY 
6PIRIT,  to  WHOM  he  was  united.— And 

"  II.  I  believe  fo  long  as  his  foul  kept  an  eye  to  the 
dictates  of  the  SPIRIT,  excited  HIS  power,  and  in  fo  do- 
ing, fulfilled  his  condition  of  the  faid  covenant,  and  kept 
his  natural  appetites  within  bounds  ;  fo  long  he  continued 
innocent  and  happy  in  Paradife. — But 

"  III.  I  believe,  that  the  moment  he  was  prevailed 
rtpon  by  the  ferpent,  at  fecondhand  (viz.  by  means  of  his 
nifi?)  to  e;:t  of  the  forbidden  fruit,  he  di^d,  (that,  is,  he 
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iras  diverted  of  his  relation  to  GOD) — he  that  inftant  loft 
his  life,  light,  power,  innocence  and  happinefs.— He  be- 
came a  mere  Ichcbod — a  dead,  dark,  helplefs,  guilty,  mife- 
rable mortal. 

"  IV.  I  believe,  that  the  way  that  the  old  ferpent 
went  to  efFe&  man's  fall,  was  the  very  fame,  that  he  ufes 
at  this  day. — Firft  he  aflailed  the  animal  part,  and  then  the 
rational  part,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  of  the  man. — Any  other 
way  would  not  anfwer. — The  foul  was  too  near  the  SPI- 
RIT, to  operate,  or  attack  that  firft. — Reafoning  with 
him  firft  will  not  do.— Alluring  the  fenfes  mull  be  the  firft 
ilep. — The  eye  firft  was  allured  with  the  beauty,  and  then 
the  tafte  with  the  fweetnefg  of  the  apple. — By  this  means 
Satan  crept  nearer  the  foul,  diverted  the  eye  of  his  mind 
from  GOD,  and  got  the  defired  opportunity  to  reafon  de- 
ceitfully with  him,  in  the  manner  recorded  in  Genefis  in.  and 
gained  his  point. 

"  V.  I  believe,  that  Adam,  by  this  means  reduced  in- 
to the  abovefaid  miferable  condition,  begot  a  fon  in  this 
fallen  image,  and  thence  all  his  pofterity  in  the  fame,  a 
dead,  dark,  helplefs,  guilty  and  miferable  biood. 

VI.  I  believe  there  was  in  Adam,  and  is  in  every 
man,  an  iryiate  principle,  which  I  call  Desire  of  Happi- 
ness.— It  may  feem,  that  fatan  in  reafoning  with  him 
chiefly  wrought  upon  this  principle  to  effect  his  downfall, 
—And  upon  this  principle  in  every  child  of  man  he  chiefly 
acls  to  bend  them  to  a  fenfual  gratification  of  all  fleflily 
and  earthly  enjoyments. — This  is,  as  I  think,  what  is  chief- 
ly meant  by  natural  depravity* — And 

VII.  I  believe  that  while  man  is  feeking  happinefs 
a  thoufand  prepofterous  ways,  his  mind  is  filled  by  the  de- 
vil with  an  utter  enmity  againft  GOD,  his  will  and  law, 
and  alfo  with  felf-fufficiency  and  pride,  and  every  evil  and 
diabolical  temper.  And  by  all  thefe  means  he  is  inevita- 
bly and  condignly  expofed  to  the  wrath  of  GOD  and  eter- 
nal death  and  damnation. 

'*  VIII.  I  believe  alfo,  that  notwithftanding  the  fall 
and  all  its  baleful  effects,  and  though  man  has  utterly  loft  all 
power  thereby  to  obey,  or  perform  the  condition  of  the 
old  covenant,  yet  the  Lord  did  not  lofe  his  right  and 
power  to  command  the  fame  obedience:  Nor  could  his 
juftice  and  holinefs,  as  fuch,  in  the  leaft  degree  dilpenfe 
with  it. — HE  could  in  no  wife,  confidently  with  thelb  at- 
tributes, commute,  or  relax  the  condition  on  man's  part. 
r-And  yet 
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"  IX.  I  believe,  nay  I  experience,  and  have  done, 
ever  fince  I  was  awakened,  to  my  great  grief,  and  felf- ab- 
horrence, that  though  man  has  loir  all  power  to  obey,  yet 
he  itill  loves  the  fcent  of  the  old  cafk. — Quo  femcl  eji  imbu* 
ta  rectns,  fsfr.  He  is  ftill,  lilly  caitif,  proud  elf,  filthy  de- 
vil, for  do  and  live.— And  thus  he  became,  and  naturally 
ever  will  be,  averfe  to  all  the  kind  and  companionate  inten- 
tions and  provifions  of  Divine  wildom,  grace  and  mercy  for 
his  redemption  and  fa  1  vat  ion. 

4€  X.  1  believe  further,  that  every  actual  fin,  fuppofe 
ever  fo  fmall  a  fmful  thought,  will  expofe  the  foul,  yea,  and 
the  body  too,  from  the  laft  judgement  forward  to  the  eter- 
nal, intolerable  wrath  of  GOD :  And  that  the  tranfgrefibr's 
whole  life,  though  inwardly  and  outwardly,  and  every 
way,  as  pure  and  holy,  as  that  of  an  arch-angel,  will  not, 
cannot,  prevent  it* 

"  XI.  I  believe  further  ftill  that  GOD  would  be 
juft,  were  HE  to  fend  any  infant  immediately  from  the 
womb  to  hell  :  Seeing  the  nature  is  polluted,  and  the 
feeds  of  evil  are  in  them:— Not  only  Jam,  but  conceived,  in 
fin. 

«  XII.  1  believe,  that  the  blefled  TRINITY,  fore- 
feeing  all  this  rebellious  and  wretched  fall  of  man.  before 
his  creation,  yea,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  did, 
out  of  HIS  infinite  wifdom,  goodnefs,  compaffion  and 
power,  and  yet  confidently  with  HIS  inexorable  and  in- 
flexible iuftice,  devife  an  effectual  way  of  refcuing  him 
from  wrath  and  hell,  and  reftoring  him  to  favor  and  glo- 
ry ;  I  call  this  the  new  coven  ant  :  — -  This,  redemp- 
tion. In  this  fcheme  harmonizes  every  attribute  of  the 
Deity ;  yea,  juftice  itfelf,  that  knows  not  to  remit  the  leaft 
mite,  is  become  fo  placable  and  propitious,  as  to  forgive  the 
confefling  penitent  all  his  fins,  and  to  cleanfe  him  from  all 
unrighteoufnefs. 

"  XIII.  I  believe,  that  GOD  the  FATHER  re- 
quired, that,  in  the  new  covenant,  the  old  covenant  fhould 
be  fulfilled,  the  breach  repaired — His  violated  law  made 
honorable— the  curie  thereof  removed,  HIS  juftice  fatis- 
fied — HIS  wrath  appeafed,  and  HIS  holinefs  revered.  And 
this  too  (though  no  one  in  heaven  or  earth,  fave  HIS  only 
begotten,  GOL>-co -equal,  Son,  was  competent  of)  by  the 
very  nature,  A  range  to  tell !  that  had  tranlgrefled. — And 
this,  glory  be  to  GOD,  was  regular,  lawful,  right  and  juft. 

"  XIV.  I  believe  therefore  that  GOD,  theSoN,**- 
M^toaflumc  our  nature,  and  place  HIMSELF  in  our 
law-place;  and  became  GOD-Man,  or  GOD  mamftfl 
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in  the  fiejb* — And  this  I  plainly  fee  was  abfolutely  needful  r 
Becaufe,  there  was  that  to  be  done  for  us,  in  order  to 
redeem  and  fave  us;  which,  as  GOD,  HE  could;  but, 
as  man,  HE  could  not:  And  which,  as  man,  HE  could; 
but,  as  GOD*  HE  could  not,  do* — For 

"  XV.  I  believe,  as  GOD  only,  HE  could  do;  as 
man  only,  he  could  suffer.— As  GOD-Man,  HE  could 
and  did  fotyll  the  Law,  fo  as  to  defcrve  eternal  glory  :  As 
Man-GOD,  (if  I  may  fo  fpeak)  HE  could  and  did  fofuf- 
fer,  as  that  HIS  fufferings  fully  atoned  and  fatisfied  divine 
juftice  for  fin,  and  effectually  delivered  us  from  eternal 
wrath  and  mifery. — But,  if,  as  man,  we  muft  fay,  HE  did 
both  do,  and  fuffer ;  be  it  fo ;  yet  as  being  in  union  with 
GOD,  the  Divinity  fo  deified  and  divinely  impregnated  all 
HIS  obedience,  both  active  and  paffive,  as  rendered  it 
compleatly  competent  of  the  important  ends  abovefaid. 
This  is  that  righteoufnefs  of  GOD ;  fo  called,  becaufe  GOD 
the  FATHER  muft  require  it,  and  GOD  the  Son  only 
could  perform  it,  for  our  juftincation,  redemption,  and  fal* 
vation. 

"  XVI.  I  believe,  that  this  very  righteoufnefs  is  fufr 
ficient  to  redeem  all  mankind;  but  it  only  is,  and  will  be, 
imputed  to  every  penitent,  believing  foul,  and  that  to  all  in- 
tents and  purpofes,  as  if  //<r,  as  indeed  He  (hould  have  done, 
fiad  Himfclf  performed  rt. -Glory  be  to  GOD  for  fret 
Grace. — No  reafon  can  be  afligned  for  this ;  only,  HE  would 
have  mercy ;  because  HE  would  have  mercy. 

"  XvII.  I  believe,  in  this  righteoufnefs,  every  mem- 
ber of  CHRIST  Hands,  and  will  ftand,  compleat,  irre- 
proveable  and  acceptable  in  GOD's  fight,  both  at  death 
and  judgement—-"  Jesu,  thy  Blood  and  Righteoufnefs, 

"  XVIII.  I  believe  alfo,  that  JESUS  came  to  re- 
ftore  to  us  Jebm's  lofins,  the  HOLY  SPIRIT. — With- 
out this,  we  are  none  of  HIS — Without  GOD,  CHR  1ST, 
hope  in  the  world — Dead  and  void  of  all  intereft  in  HIS 
merits — To  receive  and  enjoy  this,  is  that  new  birth  :— 
So  expedient,  that  without  it  we  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  GOD — A  ftate  of  grace  here,  and  a  ftate  of 
plory  above. — By  it,  we  are  fons  of  GOD  and  heirs  of  that 
inheritance,  which  CHRIST,  by  HIS  righteoufnefs,  hath 
purchafed  for  us. 

"  XIX.  I  believe,  through  this  bleffed  SPIRIT, 
therefore,  the  foul  is  not  only  enlivened  but  enlightened  to 
tee  and  feel  her  guilty,  helplefs,  and  miierable  eftate, 
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through  original,  carnal,  aclual  and  felf-godly  finning.- — 
And 

XX.  I  believe,  that  though  it  is  faith  to  believe  the 
gofpel-report ;  for  faith  coma  by  bearing  :  Yet  to  be  fully 
convinced  in  conference,  that  we  are  fuch  guilty,  helplels, 
wretched  finners,  and  obnoxious  to  the  Divine  wrath,  is 
eminently  that  faith,  which  is  faid  to  be  the  gift  or 
GOD,  By  this  faith  we  are  cordially  enabled  to  hear, 
embrace,  and  lay  hold  of,  the  righteoufnefs  of  CHRIST^ 
to  justification,  and  are  confeious  thereof. 

"  XXI.  I  believe  that  the  HOLY  SPIRIT  is  not 
only  a  vital,  but  an  inltxuctive  and  aclive  principle  in  us 
alfo.  HE  witneffeth  to  our  hearts,  that  we  are  GOD's 
children,  and  reports  to  our  con fcience  that  we  are  at  peace 
with  GOD.  For  though  we  may  have  peace  with  GOD ; 
yet  confeience,  I  am  perfuaded,  till  informed  by  the  SPI- 
RIT, is  a  ftranger  to  it. 

"  XXII.  I  believe,  it  is  by  the  SPIRIT  we  are  ena- 
bled,  not  to  eradicate^  as  fome  affirm  (tor  that  is  abfurd) 
but  to  fubjugate,  the  old  man  :  To  fupprefs,  not  extirpate* 
the  exorbitances  of  our  flefhly  appetites :  To  refift  and 
overcome  the  world  and  the  devil ;  and  to  grow  in  grace, 
gradually,  not  repetitively^  [i.  e.  fuAdenlyy  or  all  at  onci rj  unto 
the  perfect  and  eternal  day. — This  is  all  I  know,  or  ac- 
knowledge, to  be  Chrittian  Perfection,  or  San£i  heat  ion. 
.  *<  XXIII.  I  believe,  that  all  true  believers,  will  be 
daily  tempted  by  the  rlefh,  as  well  as  the  world  and  the 
devil,  .even  to  their  lives  end;  arul  that  they  fliall  feel  an 
inclination,  moreorlefs,  to  comply,  yea,  and  do  comply 
therewith. — So  that  the  best  believer,  if  He  knows 
what  He  fays,  and  fays  the  truth,  is  but  A  sinner  at 
best.  And 

"  XXIV.  1  believe  that  their  minds  are  incefTantly 
fuhjeel  to  a  thoufand  impertinent,  unprofitable  thoughts, 
even  amidft  their  reading,  meditations  and  prayers; — that 
a! I  their  religious  exercifes  are  deficient ; — that  all  their 
grace?,  how  eminent  foever,  are  imperfect;  that  GOD 
Fees  iniquity  in  all  their  holy  things;  and,  though  it  be 
granted,  that  they  love  GOD  with  all  their  hearts,  yet 
They  mull  continually  prr.y  with  the  P  fal  mi  ft,  enter  nst  int* 
judgement  with  thy  fcrvant*  &t\    But  with  all 

"  XXV.  I  believe,  that  JESUS  is  a  full,  as  well  a* 
a  free,  SAVIOUR  :  The  fame  yejlcr day  ,  to  day  %  and  far  ever  m 
HE  alone  is  not  only  the  believer's  wifdom  and  righteouf- 
nefs, but  his  falsification  and  redemption:  And  in  HIM 
U  a  fountain  ever  open  tor  fin  and  uucleannefs  unto  the  laft 
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fcfeath  of  his  life.  Here  is  my  daily,  neceflary  privilege, 
my  relief  and  my  comfort. 

*'  XXVI.  I  believe,  laftly,  that  GOD  is  faithful  and 
unchangeable:  That  all  HIS  promifes  arc  YEA,  and 
AMEN:  That  HE  will  never,  never,  as  the  apofrle'a. 
words  are,  leave  me,  will  never,  never,  never,  forfakc 
me.  But,  that  I,  and,  all  that  believe,  love  and  fear  HIMy 
fhall  receive  the  end  of  our  faith ,  the  falvatlon  of  our  fouls* 

4i  Here  is  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  my  Creed. — It  isaf> 
leaft,  what  I  prefume  to  call,  my  FORM  of  found  Words 
—In  it,  1  can  truly  fay,  I  have  no  refpect  to  men  or  books, 
ancient  or  modern ;  but  to  the  holy  fcriptures,  reafon  and 
experience. — According  to  this  Creed,  hitherto  I  haver 
and  hope,  hereafter,  fo  far  as  1  apprehend,  to  proceed  in: 
all  my  preaching ;  debafing  man,  and  exalting  my  dear  LORD 
in  all  HIS  offices.  If  we  materially  differ;  be  it  fo — let 
brotherly  love  continue. — I  am  fixed,  being  refolved  not 
to  have  my  religion,  like  fome  dear  men  among  us  of  late, 
to  feek,  after  more  than  twenty  years  experience  and  pro- 
feflion. — All  that  1  know  of  you  hitherto,  is  by  your  con- 
Ycrfation  and  books,  which  I  cordially  love  and  approve. 

"  I  think,  we  are  both  agreed  to  pull  down  man,  and. 
when  we  have  the  proud  chit  down,  to  keep  him  down. 
For  this  is  the  main. — And  never  let  him  recover  fo  much 
as  his  knees,  till  with  a  broken  heart  and  a  contrite  fpirit, 
the  dear  REDEEMER  raife  him.  He  ought  to  be  con- 
vinced, that  a  good  life  will  no  more  conduce,  than  a 
wicked  life,  to  his  jultification.— That  all,  that  is  not 
ef  faith,  and  confequently  before  faith,  is  fin.  Nor  will  I 
allow,  that  it  is  any  more  by  good  works  after  grace  re- 
ceived, than  before,  that  the  believer  is  faved,- — For  however 
our  LORD  may  gracioufl  y  confuler  them  at  the  lad  day — 
Eternal  life  is  certainly  the  gift  of  GOD  through  our  LORD 
JESUS  CHRIST— CHRIST  alone  has  purchafed  for  us, 
what  grace  in  heart  and  life  makes  us  meet  for — What  have 
fi  e  to  boafl  of  ?— or  what  have  We  that,  We  have  not  received? 
— Surely,  by  grace  We  are  faved.  When  I  die,  I  fhall  then 
have  my  greateft  grief  and  my  greateft  joy— My  greateft. 
grief,  that  I  have  done  fo  little  for  JESUS ;  and  my  greateft 
joy  that  JESUS  has  done  fo  much  for  me.  My  laft  words 
ihall  be;  "  here  goes— -Jn  unprofitable  Servant /" 

 "  Pray  for  me,  and  Til  pray  for  you— 

being  your,  &c : 

"  W. 
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DAVID  BOSTWICK,  A.  M. 


^TR»  David  Boflwick,  if  not  a  Scotchman  born,  was  at 
1 VJL  *ca^  °f  ext ration,  and  bred  up  in  the  Pref-  * 

byterian  perfuafion.  The  time  of  his  birth  appears  to  be 
about  the  year  17 19.  When  or  where  he  took  upon  him 
the  office  of  a  Paftor,  we  cannot  learn;  but  Mr.  Smithy  in 
his  Hiftory  of  New-tor k,  fays,  that  he  was  tranflated  from 
Jamaica  [a  fmall  village  upon  Long  IJland]  to  New-fork) 
by  a  fy  nodical  decree,  in  the  year  1757.  The  place  of  wor- 
(hip,  where  he  officiated,  ftands,  or  rather  flood  (for  it  has 
been  much  injured  by  the  civil  war  in  America),  near  the 
fcite  of  Trinity  Church  in  that  city.  This  cnurch  was 
wholly  demoliihed  by  the  conflagration,  occafioned  by  fome 
incendiaries  among  the  Americans,  after  the  flight  of  their 
army  in  Oclober,  1776.  The  late  Mr.  IVkitefield  preached 
feveral  times  in  Mr.  Bo/iwick's  meeting-houfe,  while  he 
was  at  New-York*  About  twelve  or  fourteen  hundred 
fouls  compofed  the  congregation  under  Mr.  BoflwicVs  paf* 
toral  care.  In  this  charge  he  continued  from  the  year 
above-mentioned  to  the  12th  of  November  in  the  year 
1763;  when  he  was  called  from  the  church  militant  on 
earth  to  the  church  triumphant  in  heaven.  He  departed 
this  life  in  the  forty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  in  themidft  of 
life  and  of  ufefulnefs.  But  the  righteous  are  often  taken 
away  from  the  evil.  The  heats,  diftraftions  and  bitter* 
nefs,  which  rofe  about  or  foon  after  his  death,  would  have 
diftrelled  his  placid  fpirit,  which  was  by  no  means  calcu- 
lated to  mingle  in  public  confufions,  nor,  when  excited,  to 
appeafethem.  He  left  a  widow  with  ten  children  to  the 
goodnefs  of  Providence ;  and  his  remains  lie  buried  in  the 
front  ifle  of  the  meeting-houfe,  where  for  near  feyen  years 
be  had  faithfully  preached. 

In  the  hiftory  of  New-Tori  above-mentioned,  which 
was  written  before  Mr.  Bojlwick's  deceafe,  the  Author  (\a 
p.  193.)  gives  this  teftimony  of  his  character.  *  Mr. 
Bojlwick  is  of  a  mild,  catholic  difpofition ;  and,  being  a 
man  of  piety,  prudence  and  zeal,  confines  himfelf  entirely 
to  the  proper  bufinefs  of  his  function.  In  the  art  of 
preaching,  he  is  one  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  clergymen  in 
thefe  parts.    His  difcourfes  are  methodical,  found  and  pa- 
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thetic ;  in  fentiment,  and  in  point  of  diction,  Angularly 
ornamental.  He  delivers  himfelf  without  notes,  and  yet 
with  great  eafe  and  fluency  of  expreffion ;  and  performs 
every  part  of  divine  worfhip  with  a  ftriking  folemnity.' 

The  religious  world  has  been  blefled  with  but  two  pub- 
lications, compofed  by  this  excellent  Man.  The  one  is  a 
Sermon,  preached  by  him  at  Philadelphia,  before  a  fy nodi- 
cal meeting,  on  the  25th  of  May,  1758,  and  published  at 
their  requeft.  The  title  of  it  is,  Self  difclajnud,  and 
Christ  exalted:  And  it  has  fince  been  reprinted  by  Ma- 
thews in  the  Strand,  London,  in  the  year  1776.  The  Eng- 
lijh  Editor,  in  an  advertifement  prefixed,  fays,  «  That  it 
was  fo  cordially  received  by  the  audience  (which  is  very 
feldom  the  cafe  with  heart-tearching  difcourfes  like  this) 
that,  at  their  earneft  defire,  it  was  fent  to  the  prefs ;  and 
the  late  Mr.  Gilbert  Tenncttt  gave  it  his  warm  recommen- 
dation.9 And  very  juftly.  It  is  a  fermon  for  Minis- 
ters, and  enters  more  deeply  into  the  fubtle  workings  and 
hafe  motives  of  the  human  heart,  than  any  fermon  of  the 
kind  we  have  ever  feen.  It  is  written  with  great  plain* 
nefs,  but  not  with  a  "  flovenly"  plainnefs  :  On  the  con- 
trary, it  is  a  perfpicuous,  methodical,  and  affectionate  dif- 
courfe,  and  juft  fuch  as  every  fincere  minifter  would  wifli 
to  fpeak  to  his  own  foul.  There  are  indeed  no  affected 
turns,  no  ftudied  phrafeology ;  but  there  is,  what  is  infi- 
nitely better  to  a  fpiritual  mind,  a  deep  acquaintance  with 
the  things  of  GOD,  and  an  hearty  zeal  for  the  glory  of 
Jefus  Chrifi  and  the  good  of  fouls.  It  is  not  carefully  or- 
namental, yet  fufficiently  correct ;  not  tricked  off  with  the 
wifdom  01  the  Rem,  yet  clear  and  convincing  in  the  de- 
monflration  of  the  Spirit.  Every  man,  who  ventures  to 
fpeak  for  GOD,  would  do  himfelf  a  favor  to  have  this  ve- 
ry excellent  fermon  in  his  clofet ;  as,  we  might  be  bold  to 
fay,  he  ought  to  hold  his  tongue,  if  he  has  not  the  princi- 
ples of  it  engraven  upon  his  heart. 

The  other  Trad  is  entitled,  "  A  fair  and  rational  Vin- 
dication of  the  Right  of  Infants  to  the  Ordinance  of  Bap- 
tifm,  being  the  fubftance  of  feveral  difcourfes  from  Acls  ii. 
39."  This,  though  a  pofthumous  piece,  is  an  able  perfor- 
mance ;  and  perhaps  one  of  the  ableft,  in  a  fmall  compafs, 
on  that  fide  of  the  quefHon.  We  are  told  by  the  American 
Editor,  c  That  the  Author  compofed  it  for  the  pulpit,  and 
delivered  it  in  fundry  fermons,  but  a  few  weeks  before  his 
deceafe ;  which  being  found  to  have  a  very  happy  effect,  in 
the  confirmation  and  eftablifhment  of  fome  wavering  minds 
among  his  own  people,  he  was  urged  to  tranferibe  his  notes 
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for  the  prcfs;  but  foon  after  he  had  begun  this  work,  ri<* 
was  (as  to  th-  particular  time  of  it)  unexpectedly  called  to* 
his  tupei  ior  ftation  in  GOD's  temple  above.  Yet,  by  2 
kind  providence,  a  few  days  before  his  Ui\  illnefs,  a  young, 
miniiter,  who  had  a  defire  to  improve  himlelr'  by  Mr.  Bofi- 
wick's  notes*  which  were  written  in  a  kind  of  Jhort-hand  of 
his  own  invention,  applied  to  him;  and,  at  his  reqaieft, 
Mr.  Boftwick  fpent  feveral  hours  in  teaching  him  to  under - 
ftand  them ;  and,  by  his  means,  the  copy  was  recovered 
from  oblivion.' 

His  character  yet  lives  in  New-Tori,  though  perhaps^ 
few  men  confined  themfelves  more  within  their  circle  of 
duty,  or  felt  more  humility,  or  mewed  more  freedom  from 
all  oitentation.  He  not  only  preached  the  gofpel*  but 
lived  over  what  he  preached,  refpected  by  good  men  of  all 
denominations.  His  conversation,  led  by  the  Spirit  of  hi* 
meek  arid  lowly  Mailer,  breathed  nothing  but  peace  and 
gcntlenefs  to  all  men.  He  was  forely  grieved,  when  fom« 
of  his  flock  became,  not  fervent  chriftians,  but  furious  po- 
liticians. Mr.  Bo/lwick's  heavenly  temper  and  quiet  de- 
portment did  not  perfectly  pleafethefe  relfgio-political  pro- 

{Tors  ;  for  he  knew,  that  his  Saviour's  kingdom  was  not  of 
this  world,  and  that  it  was  no  part  of  a  chriftian  minifter  s 
duty  to  entangle  himfelf  with  it.  He  abhorred,  as  he 
ought,  the  too  frequent  mixture  of  divinity  and  politics, 
and  much  more,  the  abominable  turpitude  of  making  the 
former  fubfervient  to  the  latter.  Thus  he  lived,  and  thu* 
he  died,  an  example  worthy  of  imitation,  but  unhappily 
not  followed,  even  by  thole,  for  whom  his  affections  and 
concern  were  more  immediately  engaged  ! 

We  are  obliged  for  the  further  account  of  this  great  and 
good  man,  which  we  mall  fubjoin,  to  the  Editor  of  his 
«  T,raa  on  Baptifm." 

*  As  a  man,  he  was  fomething  above  the  middle  ftature, 
comely,  and  well-let,  his  afpedl  grave  and  venerable;  form- 
ed by  nature,  with  a  clear  understanding,  quick  apprehen- 
fion,  prompt  elocution  and  folid  judgement;  his  imagina- 
tion itrong  and  lively,  and  his  memory  very  tenacious.  Of 
all  thefe,  he  gave  the  moft  convincing  proofs,  both  in  pub- 
lic and  private  life.  He  directed  the  courfe  of  his  ftudies, 
in  a  dole  and  intimate  fubferviency  to  the  great  bufinefs  of 
his  pt  ofejjion*  The  apoftle's  direction,  Give  thy [elf wholly 
to  thefe  things,  might  have  been  his  motto.  In  divinity  his 
great  ftrength  lay.  He  had  an  admirable  difcernment  of 
truth  and  error  in  their  caufes,  connections,  and  confe- 
rences; and  believed  and  taught  the  pure  doctrines  oi 
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chriflianity,  as  contained  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  and  as  de- 
clared in  trie  public  confetfions  of  the  reformed  churches, 
in  their  original  and  genuine  meaning.  He  beheld  his 
Bible  with  reverence,  as  the  grand  charter  of  life  eternal. 
One  of  the  reformed  churches  Jiftinguifhed  it  by  this  title, 
Jicce  paradifus  nofler!  *  Behold  our  paradife!'  He  knew  it 
to  be  a  revelation  from  GOD,  and  the  mofl  wonderful 
hook  in  the  world.  He  faw  its  external  and  internal  evi- 
dence, not  only  by  nature's  light,  aided  by  human  learning, 
but  alfo  by  fpecial  illumination  from  above.  He  confidered 
it  not  only  as  a  fyftem  of  divine  knowledge,  but  as  reveal- 
ing a  practical  and  experimental  difcipline;  and  felt  its 
vital  energy,  and  had  its  truth  fealed  on  his  heart,  with  that 
kind  of  evidence,  which  would  doubtlefs  have  flood  the  fire 
tipon  the  fevereft  trial. 

«  He  had  thofe  gifts,  which  rendered  him  a  very  popular 
preacher.  With  a  ftrong  commanding  voice,  his  pronun- 
ciation was  clear,  diftinS,  and  deliberate;  his  fpeech  and 
gefture  decent  and  natural,  without  any  affectation;  his  lan- 
guage elegant  and  pure,  but  with  ftudied  plainnefs,  never 
below  the  dignity  of  the  pulpit,  nor  above  the  capacity  of 
the  meaneft  of  his  auditory.  The  ftrength  of  his  me- 
mory, and  the  flow  of  his  elocution,  enabled  him  to  preach 
Without  notes,  but  feldom  or  never  extempore:  He  fu  mimed 
the  lamps  of  the  fancluarywith  beaten  oil;  and  the  matter  and 
method  of  his  fermons  were  well  ftudied. 

*  In  treating  divine  fubje&s,  he  manifeftedan  habitual 
reverence  for  the  Majefty  of  heaven,  a  deep  fenfe  of  ths 
tvorth  of  fouls,  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  human  heart, 
and  its  various  workings  in  its  two-fold  ftate  of  nature  and 
grace.  He  dealt  faithfully  with  his  hearers,  declaring  tt 
them  the  whole  counfel  of  GUD,  mewing  them  their  danger 
and  remedy. — He  always  fpake  from  a  deep  fenfe  of  the 
truths  he  delivered,  and  declared  thofe  things,  which  he  had 
feen  and  which  he  had  heard,  and  his  hands  had  handled  of  the 
word  of  life;  and  delivered  nothing  to  his  auditory,  but 
v/ith  a  folemnity  that  dilcovered  its  importance. 

4  His  mind  had  a  poetic  turn.  His  ftyle  was  copious  and 
florid.  He  fometimes  foared,  when  his  fubject  would  ad- 
mit of  it,  with  an  elevated  wing;  and  his  imagination  ena- 
bled him  to  naint  the  fcene,  whatever  it  was,  in  very 
ftrong  and  lively  colors.  Few  men  could  defcribe  the  hide- 
ous deformity  of  fin,  the  mifery  of  man's  apoftafv  from 
GOD,  the  wonders  of  redeeming  love,  the  glory  and  riches 
of  divine  grace,  in  llronger  lines  and  more  affecting  drains 
than  he. 
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*  In  the  conduct  of  life,  he  was  remarkably  gentle  towarj*  . 
all  men,  vaitly  prudent  and  cautious,  and  always  behaved 
with  the  meeknefs  of  vuifJom. — He  preached  not  himfelf,  but 
Chrijl  Jefus  his  Lord*  In  this  view,  his  eye  was  fmglc,  and 
he  regarded  no  other  object.  He  knew  in  whofe  place  he 
flood,  and  feared  no  man.  He  dared  to  rlafh  the  terrors  of 
the  law  in  the  face  of  the  ftouteil  tranfgreffor,  with  the 
fame  freedom  as  he  difplayed  the  amiable  beauties  and  glo- 
ries of  the  gofpel  for  the  comfort  and  refrefliment  of  the 
penitent  believer, 

*  As  he  highly  honored  his  divine  Mafter,  he  was  highly 
favored  by  him,  of  which  take  one  inftancc. 

*  In  a  former  illnefs,  from  which  it  was  thought  he  could 
not  recover,  which  happened  fomc  months  before  he  died, 
he  was  greatlv  diftreffed  by  a  deep  concern  for  his  widow 
and  his  great  family,  on  the  event  of  his  death.  But  GOD 
was  pleafed,  in  a  time  of  great  extremity,  to  grant  him  a 
glorious  and  aftonifliing  view  of  his  power,  wifdom,  and 
goodnefs,  and  the  riches  of  his  grace,  with  a  particular 
appropriation  to  himfelf  and  his. — Such  as  drfpelled  every 
fear,  and  at  that  time  rendered  him  impatient  (or  averfe) 
to  live;  but  at  length,  on  his  recovery,  which  commenced 
immediately  on  the  removal  of  this  diftrefs,  his  mind  fettled 
into  a  divine  calm:  He  feemed,  equally  willing  to  live  or 
die,  as/GOD  pleafed.  In  this  temper  he  continued  to  his 
Jalt  moment,  when  placidly  he  refigned  his  foul  and  all  his 
mortal  interefts,  into  the  hands  of  his  Saviour  and  n is 
GOD!  Such  intcrcourle  fometimes  pafles  between  the 
Father  of  Spirits  and  the  human  fpirit;  and  fuch  honor 
have  they  that  fear  GOD  V 

■ 

GEORGE  WHITEFIELD,  A.  B. 

SCARCE  any  man  flnce  the  apoftolic  age,  has  more  ful- 
ly met  with  at  leaft  the  treatment  of  the  apoftles,  men- 
tioned by  St.  Paul,  than  the  fubjed  of  the  prefent  Memoir  : 
For  the  exercife  of  their  miniftry,  was  indeed,  by  honor  and 
dijhonor,  by  evil  report  and  go: d  report ;  as  deceivers,  and  yet 
true  ;  as  unknown,  and  yet  well  known  ;  as  dying,  and  behold, 
we  live  ;  as  chajUncd,  and  not  killed ;  as  fcrrowful,  yet  al- 
wav  rtjoicinjr  ;  as  Laving  nothing,  and  yet  pojjeffing  all  things* 
2  C'j;.  vi.  b,  (sV.  They,  who  can  juftly  lblve  this  para- 
dox, 
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dox,  may  be  able  to  underftand  at  tbe  fame  time  the  real 
character  anil  conduct  of  the  late  Mr.  I'  hit  c fie  Id. 

This  pious  and  extraordinary  Mini  iter  was  born  at  Glou- 
cejler>  Dec.  16,  1 7 14.  His  father,  who  was  bred  to  the 
wine-trade  at  Bri/lol,  removed  from  thence  to  Glouceflcr, 
and  kept  an  inn.  He  had  fix  ions  and  one  daughter.  Of 
the  fons  George  was  the  youngeft,  who  was  only  two  years 
old  when  his  father  died  ;  and  he  was  brought  up  with 
great  tendernefs  by  his  mother. 

The  world  is  indebted  for  a  well-drawn  life  of  this  ex- 
cellent Man  to  the  reverend  Dr.  Gillies  of  Scotland.  We 
cannot  enter  into  all  the  particulars  fo  minutely  or  exactly 
as  that  candid  and  valuable  Biographer;  and  yet  we  wifli  " 
to  give  as  much  of  fo  important  and  remarkable  a  life,  as 
can  confift  with  a  plan  of  fo  much  generality  as  that  of 
our  volumes.  We  fhall  be  excufed  then  if  we  extract  or 
abridge  thofe  parts  of  that  excellent  performance,  which 
comport  the  moll:  with  our  defign,  or  which  may  moil  edi- 
fy and  inform  our  pious  Readers. 

It  appears,  that  Mr.  IVhitefield  was  very  early  under  fe- 
rious  impreilions ;  but  he  acknowledged  with  compunction, 
what  every  body  muft  feel  whether  they  acknowledge  it  or 
not,  that  the  bent  of  our  carnal  nature  is  turned  directly 
from  GOD,  and  inclined  only  to  nothing  but  evil. 

When  he  was  between  twelve  and  fifteen,  he  had  made 
fome  progrefs  in  claflical  learning ;  and,  we  are  told,  that 
even  then  his  eloquence  began  to  appear  in  fome  puerile 
compofitions  written  for  the  amufement  of  his  fchool-fel- 
lows.  But  his  rifing  genius  was  deprived  of  the  ufual 
means  of  improvement,  through  the  decreafe  of  his  mo- 
ther's trade ;  and  he  was  obliged  to  aflill  her  in  carrying 
on  the  bufinefs  of  the  inn.  His  turn  of  mind,  however, 
though  depreffed  could  not  be  extinguifhed ;  and  in  this 
very  unfavourable  fituation,  we  are  told,  that  he  composed 
feveral  fermons,  and  that  the  impreflions  of  religion  were 
very  lrrong  upon  him.  When  he  was  about  feventeen,  he 
received  the  facrament,  and  employed  as  much  of  his  time 
as  he  could  in  prayer  and  reading,  in  failing  and  medita- 
tion, and  in  all  thofe  devout  exercifes,  which  are  the  food 
and  the  delight  at  once  of  every  religious  mind. 

About  eighteen,  he  entered  at  Pembroke -College  in  Ox* 
ford,  and  foon  became  acquainted  with  fome  ferious  young 
men,  who,  from  certain  rules  and  methods  of  life  which 
they  prefcribed  themfelves,  received  in  ridicule  the  name 
of  methodifts— an  appellation,  once  honorably  bellowed 
upon  fome  antietit  phyficians  who  acted  alfo  in  their  way 
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upon  a  methodical  plr.n  of  procuring  and  eftahKfti  ing 
health.  Thefe  fericus  young  men  had  no  apprehenfion, 
however,  of  erecting  a  new  lee!  under  this  or  any  other 
name;  but,  according  to  the  practice  of  fomeof  the  firll 
reformers  in  the  church  of  England^  they  meant  only  to 
revive  fitch  ulages  of  private  devotion,  as  the  indifference 
of  the  times  to  all  religion,  and  the  growing  licentiouf- 
nels  among  churchmen  efpecially,  had  rendered  not  only 
obfolcte,  but  (with  concern  it  mult  be  fpoken)  prodigious, 
ridiculous,  or  extravagant.  He  knows  but  little  of  the 
perfons  who  brought  in  and  fupported  the  Reformation, 
who  does  not  know,  that  no  ftrictnefsof  life  nor  rules  of 
devotion  exercifed  by  thefe  young  men,  could  be  more  me- 
thodical and  precife  than  thofe  of  the  perions  who  either 
planted  our  Engli/b  church,  fuppoited  it  againft  Poperv, 
or  watered  it  with  their  blood.  Thefe  youths  appeared  in- 
deed in  a  very  unfavorable  time  ;  tor,  at  that  time,  ferious 
and  practical  chriitianity  in  England  was  in  a  very  low 
condition  ;  fcriptural,  experimental  religion,  (which  in  the 
laft  century  ufed  to  be  the  fubject  of  the  fermons  and  writ- 
ings of  the  clergy)  was  become  quite  unfafhionable  ;  and  the 
only  thing  infifted  on  was  a  defence  of  the  out-works  of 
chriitianity  againft  the  objections  of  infidels.  What  was 
the  confequence  ?  The  writings  of  infidels  multiplied  every 
day,  and  infidelity  made  a  rapid  progrefs  among  perfons  of 
every  rank,  not  becaufe  they  were  reafoned  into  it  by  the 
force  of  argument,  but  becaufe  they  were  kept  Grangers 
to  Ch  i/l  and  the  power  of  the  gofpel.  We  have  a  moil 
affecting  defcript  ion  of  this,  by  bifhop  Butler,  whom  none 
will  lufpect  of  exaggerating  the  fact  :  *  It  is  come,  I  know 
,  not  how,  to  be  taken  for  granted,  by  many  perfons,  that 
chi  iftianity  is  not  fo  much  as  a  fubject  of  inquiry ;  but 
that  it  is,  now  at  length,  difcovered  to  be  fictitious ;  and 
accordingly  they  treat  it,  as  if,  in  the  prelent  age,  this  were 
an  agreed  point  among  all  people  of  difcernment ;  and  no- 
thing remained  but  to  fet  it  up  as  a  principal  fubject  of 
mirth  and  ridicule;  as  it  were  by  way  of  reprifals,  for  its 
having  fo  long  interrupted  the  pleafures  of  the  world.* 
Such  was  the  ftate  of  religion  in  England* 

Mr.  IVhhcjicld  foon  fell  in  with  the  pious  views  and 
manners  of  thefe  young  men,  among  whom  were  the  bro- 
thers Meffirs.  Jcbn  and  Charles  IVcJln,  and  whom,  from 
this  early  intercourfe  of  heart,  he  continued  to  regard  all 
his  life,  notwithstanding  their  future  differences  in  opinion 
from  himfelf,  and  departure  in  principle  from  the  doctrines 
of  the  church  of  England*  He  even  carried  his  method  of 
life  to  fuch  feverity  ot  abilinence,  as  to  endanger  his 

health ; 


Digitized  by  Google 


WHITEFIELD.  421 

health ;  but,  by  timely  afliflance,  he  was  recovered  iu  body, 
while  his  foul",  being  tilled  with  all  joy  and  pcau  in  believ- 
ing*, contributed  no  doubt  to  his  reiteration.  In  retiring  to 
Cloucejkr  for  the  benefit  of  his  native  air,  he  was  zealous 
to  improve  the  time  to  the  advantage  of  others,  and  em- 
ployed himfclf  among  the  poor  and  in  the  goal  by  inculcat- 
ing the  principles  and  duties  of  the  chriitian  religion. 

.Being  now  about  21  vears  of  age,  he  was  fent  for  by 
doctor  Bcnfon*  biihop  of  fihuccjhr  ;  who  told  him,  4  That 
though  he  hid  purpofed  to  ordain  none  under  three-and- 
twenty,  yet  he  fhould  reckon  it  his  duty  to  ordain  him 
whenever  lve  applied.  Upon  which,  at  the  earneil  perfua^ 
fion  of  his  friends,  he  prepared  for  taking  orders.  His  be- 
havior on  thlsoccafion  was  very  exemplary.  He  nrlt  flu- 
died  the  Thirty-nine  Articles,  that  he  might  be  fatisfied  of 
their  being  agreeable  to  icrjpture.  Then,  he  examined 
himfelf  by  the  qualifications  ot  a  minifter  mentioned  in 
the  New  Teftament,  and  by  the  queftions  that  he  knew 
were  to  be  put  to  him  at  his  ordination.  On  the  Saturday, 
lie  was  much  in  prayer  for  himfelf  and  thofe  who  were  to 
be  ordained  with  him.  On  the  morning  of  his  ordination, 
(which  was  at  Glouecjlcr*  Sunday ,  June  20,  1736)  he  rofe 
early,  and  again  read,  with  prayer,  St.  Paul\  epiftles  to 
"Timothy,  and,  after  his  ordination,  went  to  the  Lord's  table. 

On  the  Sunday  afterwards  he  preached  a  fcrmon  in  the 
church,  where  he  was  baptized,  to  a  very  crowded  audito- 
ry, on  the  necefftty  and  benefit  of  religious  foci-sty*  His  own 
remark  upon  this  was;  "  Lair.  Sunday  in  the  afternoon,  1 
preached  my  firft  fermon  in  the  church  where  1  was  baptiz- 
ed, and  alio  tirit  received  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  <  upper. 
Curiofity  drew  a  large  congregation  together.  The  fight, 
at  firft,  a  little  awed  me.  j'ut  I  was  comforted  with  a 
heart-felt  fenfe  of  the  divine  prefence :  And  loon  found 
the  advantage  of  having  been  accuftomed  to  public  f peak- 
ing, when  a  boy  at  fchool ;  and  of  exhorting  and  teach- 
ing the  prifoners,  and  poor  people  at  their  private  houfes, 
whillt  at  the  univeriity.  By  thefe  means,  1  was  kept  from 
being  daunted  over  much.  As  I  proceeded,  1  perceived 
the  fire  kindled,  till  at  ball,  though  fo  youpg,  and  amidlt 
a  crowd  of  thofe  who  knew  me  in  my  childifh  days,  1  truft, 
I  was  enabled  to  {"peak  with  fome  degree  of  gofpel  authori- 
ty. Some  few  mocked;  hut  moil  for  the  prefent  fremed 
ft  ruck  :  And  1  have  fincc  heard,  that  a  complaint  had  been 
made  to  the  biihop,  that  I  drove  fifteen  mad,  the  firfl  fer- 
mon. The  worthy  prelate,  as  I  am  informed,  wi fried  that 
the  madnefa  might  not  be  forgotten,  before  next  Sunday*  , 
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The  week  following,  he  returned  to  Oxford,  and  took 
his  bachelor's  degree.  And  here  he  found  full  employment 
in  taking  care  of  the  prifoners  and  the  poor.  But  St  was 
not  lon^  before  he  was  invited  to  London,  to  ferve  the  cure 
of  a  friend  going  into  the  country.  He  continued  there 
two  months,  lodging  in  the  tower,  reading  prayers  in  the 
chnpel  twice  a  week,  catechizing  and  preaching  once,  be~ 
fides  daily  vifiting  the  foldiers  in  the  barracks  and  the  in- 
firmary. He  alio  read  prayers  every  evening  at  IVaf ping- 
Chapel,  and  preached  at  Ludgatc-Prifon  every  Tuefday. 
While  he  was  here,  letters  came  from  the  Meitrs.  Wejleyi 
and  Ingham  in  Georgia,  which  made  him  long  to  go  and  help 
them.  But  not  feeing  his  call  clear,  at  the  appointed  time 
he  returned  to  his  little  charge  at  Oxford',  where  feveral 
youths  met  daily  at  his  room,  to  build  up  each  other  in 
their  molt  holy  faith.  But  he  was  quickly  called  from 
hence  again,  to  fupply  the  cure  of  Dummer  in  Hampjhire* 
Here  he  read  prayers  twice  a  day,  early  in  the  morning, 
and  in  the  evening,  after  the  people  came  from  work.  He 
alio  daily  catechized  the  children,  and  vifited  from  houfe 
to  houfe.  He  now  divided  the  day  into  three  parts,  allot- 
ting eight  hours  for  lleep  and  meals,  eight  for  ftudy  and 
retirement,  and  eight  for  reading  prayers,  catechizing,  and 
vifiting  the  people.  Yet  his  mind  (till  ran  on  going  abroad. 
And  being  now  fully  convinced  he  was  called  of  GOD 
thereto,  he  fet  all  things  in  order,  and,  in  January  1737, 
vent  down  to  take  leave  or  his  friends  in  Gloucejler.  It  was 
in  this  journey  that  GOD  began  to  blefs  his  mini  ft  ry  in 
an  uncommon  manner.  Wherever  he  preached,  amazing 
irjultitudes  of  hearers  flocked  together,  in  Glouccjlcr,  in 
Stone-houfe,  in  Bath,  in  Brifiol;  lb  that  the  heat  of  the 
churches  was  fcarce  fuppor table.  And  the  imprefiions 
made  on  the  minds  of  many  were  no  lefs  extraordinary. 
After  his  return  to  London,  while  he  was  detained  by  Ge- 
neral Oglethorpe,  from  week  to  week,  and  from  month  to 
month,  it  pleaied  GOD  to  blefs  his  word  ftili  more.  And 
lie  was  indefatigable  in  his  labor:  Generally  on  Sunday  he 
preached  four  times,  to  exceeding  large  auditories;  belides 
reading  prayers  twice  or  thrice,  and  walking  to  and  fro  ten 
or  twelve  miles. 

As  his  popularity  increafed,  oppofttion  increafed  propor- 
tionally. Some  of  the  clergy  became  angry ;  two  of  them 
f(  nt  for  him,  and  told  him,  they  would  not  let  him  preach 
in  their  pulpits  any  more,  unlefs  he  renounced  that  part  of 
the  preface  of  his  fermon  on  Regeneration,  (lately  publilhed) 
wherein  he  wiilied  "  that  his  brethren  would  entertain  their 
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€<  auditories  oftener  with  difcourfes  upon  the  new-birth.'* 
Probably  ibme  of  them  were  irritated  the  more,  by  his  tree 
converfation  with  many  of  the  ferious  difienters,  who  in- 
vited him  to  their  houfes,  and  repeatedly  told  him,  *  That 
it  the  do&rines  of  the  new-birth,  and  judication  by 
faith,  were  preached  powerfully  in  the  churches,  there 
would  be  few  difienters  in  England?  Nor  was  he  with- 
out oppofition  even  from  ibme  of  his  friends.  But  under 
thcfe  difcouragements,  he  had  great  comfort  in  meeting 
every  evening  with  a  band  of  religious  intimates,  to  fpend  an 
hour  in  prayer,  for  the  advancement  of  the  gofpel,  and 
for  all  their  acquaintance,  fo  far  as  they  knew  their  cir- 
cumstances. In  this  he  had  uncommon  (atisfaclion :  Once 
lie  fpent  a  whole  night  with  them  in  prayer  and  praife;  and 
fometimes  at  midnight,  after  lie  had  been  quite  wearied  with 
the  rabors  of  the  day,  he  found  his  lfrength  renewed  in  this 
excercife,  which  made  him  compote  his  fermon  upon  In- 
terceffion,  Tlie  nearer  the  time  of  his  embarkation  ap- 
proached, the  more  affectionate  and  eager  the  people  grew, 
Thoufands  and  thoufands  of  prayers  were  put  up  for  hinw 
They  would  run  and  ftop  him  in  the  alleys  of  the  churches^ 
and  tollow  him  with  wilhful  looks.  But  above  all,  it  was 
hardett  for  him  to  part  with  his  weeping  friends  at  St.  Dun- 
Jfans,  where  he  helped  to  adminifter  the  facrament  to  them, 
after  fpending  the  night  before  in  prayer:  This  parting  was 
to  him  almoft  infupportable. 

'On  December  the  28th,  he  left  London.    It  was  on  the 
29th  that  he  hrrt  preached  without  notes.    December  the 
30th  he  went  on  board;  but  it  was  above  a  month  before 
they  cleared  the  land.     One  happv  chWt  of  their  very- 
flow  palTage,  he  mentions  in  April  following:  "  Blofled  be 
GOD,  we  now  live  very  comfortably  in  the  great  cab- 
bin.    We  talk  of  little  elie  but  GOD  and  Cbrljl :  And 
fcarce  a  word  is  heard  among  us  when  together,  but 
what  has  reference  to  our  fall  in  the  hrh\  and  our  new 
birth  in  the  fecond  A.'.m"    It  teems  likewiie  to  have 
been  a  peculiar  providence,  that  he  Jhould  fpend  a  little 
time  at  Gibraltar;  where  both  citizens  and  ioidiers,  high 
and  low,  young  and  old,  acknowledged  the  day  of  their 
vifitation.    He  arrived  at  the  parfonagc-houte  at  Savannetb, 
A/ay  7,  1 7       about  four  mouths  after  his  tint  embarkation 
at  Drpt/crd.    Upon  this  voyage  (many  years  after)  he  made 
the  following  reflection:  44  A  long,  and,  I  truik,  not  alto- 
gether unprofitable  voyage.    What  fhal!  1  render  to  the 
J.ord  for  all  his  mercies?  iirfults  being  ttrcngthened  to  go 
through  my  public  woik,  I  was  enabled  to  write  letters, 
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and  compofe  fermons,  as  though  I  had  been  on  land.  Even 
at  this  diftance  of  time,  the  remembrance  of  the  happy 
hours  1  enjoyed  in  religious  exercifes  on  the  deck,  is  re- 
frefhing  to  my  foul.  And  though  nature  fometimes  re- 
lented at  being  taken  from  my  friends,  and  little  unufual 
inconveniences  of  a  lea-life;  yet,  a  confcioufnefs  that  I 
had  in  view  the  glory  of  GOD,  and  the  good  of  fouls, 
from  time  to  time  afforded  me  unfpeakable  fatisfadtion." 

From  Sunday,  May  7,  1738,  till  the  latter  end  of  Augufl 
following,  he  made  full  proof  of  his  miniflry  in  Georgia, 
particularly  at  Savannah:  He  read  prayers  and  expounded 
twite  a  day,  and  vifitedthe  fick  daily.  On  Sunday  he  ex- 
pounded at  five  in  the  morning;  at  ten  read  prayers  and 
preached,  and  at  three  in  the  afternoon :  And  at  feven  in 
the  evening  expounded  the  church-catechifm.  How  much 
eafier  is  it  for  our  brethren  in  the  miniftry,  either  in  En- 
gland)  Scotland^  or  Ireland,  to  find  fault  with  fuch  a  la- 
borer in  our  Lord's  vineyard,  than  to  tread  in  his  fleps?  It 
was  now  that  he  obferved  the  deplorable  condition  of  many 
children  here;  and  now  the  firfl  thought  entered  his  mind 
of  founding  an  Orphan- Houfe\  for  which  he  determined  to 
raife  contributions  in  England,  if  GOD  mould  give  him 
a  fafe  return  thither.  In  December  following  after  a  peri-^ 
lous  paJTage  by  Ireland  he  did  return  to  London:  And  on 
Sunday,  January  the  14th,  1739,  he  was  ordained  pried 
by  his  friend  bifhop  Ben/on  at  Chrift -Church,  Oxford.  The 
next  day  he  came  to  London  again;  and  on  Sunday  the  21H 
preached  twice.  But  though  the  churches-were  large,  and 
crouded  exceedingly,  yet  many  hundreds  flood  in  the 
church-yards,  and  hunareds  more  returned  home.  Thii 
put  him  upon  the  firfl  thought  of  preaching. in  the  open, 
air.  But  when  he  mentioned  it  to  fome  of  his  friends, 
they  judged  it  to  be  mer«  madnefs,  So  he  did  not  carry  it 
into  execution,  till  after  he  had  left  London.  It  was  on 
Wednefday,  February  21,  that  finding  all  the  church  doors 
to  be  fhut  againfl  him  in  Brijlol,  (befide  that  no  church 
was  able  to  contain  one  half  ot  the  congregation)  at  three 
jn  the  afternoon  he  went  to  Kingfwood,  and  preached 
abroad,  to  near  two  thoufand  people.  The  colliers,  he 
had  heard,  were  very  rude,  and  very  numerous;  fo  uncul- 
tivated, that  no  body  cared  to  go  among  them ;  neither  had 
they  a,ny  place  of  worfhip;  and  often,  when  provoked, 
they  were  a  terror  to  the  whole  city  of  BriftoL  He  there- 
fore looked  upon  the  civilizing  of  thefe  people,  and  much 
more,  the  bringing  of  them  to  the  profefiion  and  practice 
of  chriflianity,  as  a  matter  of  great  importance.    "  I 
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thought  (fays  he)  it  might  be  doing  the  fervice  of  my 
Creator,  who  had  a  mountain  for  his  pulpit,  and  the  hea- 
vens for  his  founding  board;  and  who,  when  his  gofpel  was 
refufed  by  the  Jews,  lent  his  fervants  into  the  highways 
and  hedges."  After  much  prayer,  and  many  ftruggles  with 
Jumfelf,  he  one  day  went  to  Hannam  Mount,  and,  itanding 
upon  a  hill,  began  to  preach  to  about  a  hundred  colliers, 
upon  Matth.  v.  1,2,  3.    Tbis  foon  took  air.    At  the  fe- 
cond  and  third  time  the  numbers  greatly  increased,  till  the 
congregation,  at  a  moderate  computation,  amounted  to 
near  twenty  thoufand.    But  with  what  gladnefs  and  eager«- 
nefs,  many  of  thefe  defpifed  outcafts,  who  had  never  been 
in  a  church  in  their  lives,  received  the  word,  is  above 
defcription.    "  Having  (as  he  writes)  no  righteoufnefs  of 
their  own  to  renounce,  they  were  glad  to  hear  of  a  Jefus 
who  was  a  friend  to  publicans,  and  came  not  to  call  tlie 
righteous,  but  Tinners  to  repentance.    The  firlt  difcovery 
of  their  being  affected,  was  to  fee  the  white  gutters  made 
by  their  tears,  which  plentifully  fell  down  their  black 
cheeks,  as  they  came  out  of  their  coal  pits.   Hundreds  and 
hundreds  of  them  were  foon  brought  under  deep  con- 
victions, which  (as  the  event  proved)  happily  ended*  in  a 
found  and  thorough  converfion.    The  change  was  vifible 
to  all,  though  numbers  chofeto  impute  it  to  any  thing,  ra- 
ther ^than  the  finger  of  GOD.   As  the  fcene  was  quite  new, 
and  I  had  juft  began  to  be  an  extempore  preacher,  it  often 
occafioned  many  inward  conflicts.     Sometimes,  when 
twenty  thoufand  people  were  before  me,  I  had  not,  in  my 
own  apprehenfion,  a  word  to  fay,  either  to  GOD  or  them. 
But  I  was  never  totally  delerted,  and  frequently  (for  to 
deny  it  would  be  lying  againft  GOD)  lb  aflilted,  that  I 
knew  by  happy  experience,  what  our  Lord  meant  by  fay- 
ing, out  of  his  belly  ft)  all  Jlow  rivers  of  living  water.  Tfi6 
open  firmament  above  me,  the  proipect  of  the  adjacent 
fields,  with  the  fight  of  thoufunds  and  rhoufands,  fome  in 
coaches,  fome  on  horfeback,  and  fome  in  the  trees,  and  at 
times  all  affected  and  drenched  in  tears  together,  to  which 
fometimes  was  added  the  folemnity  of  the  approaching  eveiv 
ing,  was  almofi  too  much  for,  and  quite  overcame  me." 

Befides  the  ^colliers,  and  thoufands  from  neighbouring 
villages,  perfons  of  all  ranks  flocked  daily  out  of  BrtfloT. 
And  he  was  foon  invited  to  preach,  by  fome  of  the  better 
fort,  in  a  large  bowling-green  in  the  city  itlelf,  Many  in- 
deed fneered,  to  fee  a  itripling,  with  a  gown,  mount  a 
table,  upon  what  they  called  unconfecrated  ground.  And 
for.  once,  or  twice,  it  excited  the  contempt  and  laughter 
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of  the  higher  rank,  who  formerly  were  his  admirers,  when 
he  preached  in  the  churches,  hut  GOD  enabled  him  to 
iiand  the  laugh,  and  to  preach  the  gofpel  of  Chrijl  with 
earneflnefs  and  conftancy ;  and  was  pleafed  to  attend  it  with 
his  blefling.  From  all  quarters,  people  flocked,  under  great 
concern  about  their  fouls.  On  Friday  he  preached  there  to 
four  or  five  thoufand;  and  on  Sunday  to  (it  was  fuppofed) 
ten  thoufand.  The  number  continually  increafed  all  the 
time  he  flayed  at  Brijhl,  And  a  flame  of  holy  love  was 
kindled,  which  will  not  eafily  be  put  out.  The  fame  was 
afterwards  kindled  in  various  parts  of  Wales,  of  Gloucefler- 
Jh'ire,  and  IVorcederJhire,  Indeed  wherever  he  went,  GOD 
abundantly  confirmed  the  word  of  his  mefTenger. 

On  Sunday,  April  29,  he  preached  the  firft  time  in  ATocr- 
fields^  and  on  Kenningt on- Common*  Opportunities  of  preach- 
ing in  a  more  regular  wav  beiner  now  denied  him,  and  his 
preaching  in  the  helds  being  attended  with  a  remarkable 
blefling,  he  judged  it  his  duty  to  go  on  in  this  practice,  and 
ventured  the  following  Sunday  into  Afoorfields,  Public  no- 
tice having  been  given,  and  the  thing  being  new  and  fin- 
gular,  upon  coming  out  of  the  coach,  he  round  an  incre- 
dible number  ot  people  aflembled.  Many  had  told  him, 
that  he  fhould  never  come  again  out  of  that  place  alive. 
He  went  in,  however,  between  two  of  his  friends,  who 
by  the  prefiure  of  the  crowd,  were  foon  parted  entirely 
from  him,  and  were  obliged  to  leave  him  to  the  mercy  of 
the  rabble.  Hut  thefe,  inllcad  of  hurting  him,  formed  a 
lane  for  him,  and  carried  him  along  to  the  middle  of  the 
fields,  (where  a  table  had  been  placed,  which  was  broken 
in  pieces  by  the  crowd)  and  afterwards  back  again  to  the 
wall  that  then  parted  the  upper  and  lower  Afoorfields;  from 
whence  he  preached  without  rnoleftation,  to  an  exceeding 
great  multitude  in  the  lower  fields.  Finding  fuch  encou- 
ragement, he  went  that  fame  evening  to  Kenn\nnon-Commony 
a  Targe  open  place,  near  three  miles  diftant  trom  London, 
where  he  preached  to  a  vail  multitude,  who  were  all  atten- 
tion, and  behaved  with  as  much  regularity'  and  quietnefs, 
as  if  they  had  been  in  a  church.  Being  again  detained  in 
England  from  month  to  month,  he  made  little  excur  lions 
into  feveral  counties,  and  received  the  contributions  of 
willing  multitudes,  for  an  Orphan-Houfe  in  Georgia,  Tlie 
embargo,  which  was  then  laid  on  the  (hipping,  gave  him 
Jeifure  lor  more  journies,  through  various  parts  of  England, 
At  length,  on  Au?nl}  the  14th,  1730,  he  embarked.  But 
he  did  not  land  in  Pcnlyljanla  till  October  the  30th.  Af- 
terwards he  went  through  Penjylvauiay  the  Jcrfeysy  Xe*>- 
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JTork,  and  hnck  again  to  Maryland.  Virginia,  North  and 
South  Carolina,  preaching  all  along  to  immenfe  congre- 
gations, with  full  as  great  effect  as  in  England;  and  on 
'January  the  nth,  1740,  he  arrived  at  Savannah. 

January  the  29th  he  added  three  defolatc  orphans  to  near 
twenty  which  he  had  in  his  houfe  before.  The  next  day- 
lie  laid  out  the  ground  for  the  houfe,  about  ten  miles  from 
Savannah.  February  the  1 1  th  he  took  in  four  orphans  more, 
and  fet  out  for  Fredcrica,  in  order  to  fetch  the  orphans  that 
"were  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  colony.  In  his  return 
lie  flxt  a  fchool,  both  for  children  and  grown  peHons,  at 
Dai'icn,  and  took  four  orphans  thence.  Afarch  the  25th 
he  laid  the  flrft  (tone  of  the  Orphan  Houfe,  to  which,  with 
great  propriety,  he  gave  the  name  of  Bethefda.  He  had 
now  about  forty  orphans,  fo  that  there  were  near  an  hun- 
dred mouths  to  be  fed  daily.  But  he  was  careful  for  no- 
thing, cafting  his  care  on  Him  who  fecdeth  tbcycung  rav>:is 
that  call  upon  him.  In  April-,  he  made  another  tour  thror^h. 
Penfylvania,  the  Jerfcys,  and  Nrx-Ycrk.  Incredible  mul- 
titudes flocked  to  hear,  among  whom  were  abundance  of 
negroes.  In  all  places  the  greater  part  of  the  hearers  were 
affected  to  an  amazing  degree.  Many  were  deeply  con- 
vinced of  their  loft  ftate;  many  truly  converted  to  CiOD. 
He  returned  to  Saz'annah,  June  the  5th.  The  next  even- 
ing, during  the  public  fervice,  the  whole  congregation, 
young  and  old  were  diflblved  in  tears:  And  others,  who 
came  to  vifit  them,  were  deeply  imprefled.  In  ytu^ufl  he 
fet  out  again  by  fea ;  and  through  Rbide  I/land,  where  he 
preached  to  large  congregations,  he  came  to  Bojlra.  While 
he  was  here,  and  in  the  neighbouring  places,  he  was  ex- 
tremely weak  in  body.  Vet  the  multitudes  of  hearers 
were  fo  great,  and  the  eiFccls  wrought  on  them  fo  aftonifh- 
ing,  as  the  oldvft  men  then  alive  in  the  town  had  never  uVrt 
before.  He  fet  out  next  for  Northampton  :  Having  read  in 
England  an  account  of  a  remarkable  work  of  convcrfion 
there,  published  by  their  paftor  the  reverend  Mr.  Jonathan 
Edward*;  and  having  a  great  defire  to  fee  him,  and  to  hear 
the  account  from  his  own  mouth.  At  Concord,  Sudbury, 
Marlborough ,  IVorcc/hr,  Lciccftcr,  Hadlcy,  places  all  lying  in 
the  way,  pulpits  and  houfes  were  every  where  opened,  and 
acontinued  influence  attended  his  preaching.  At  Northamp- 
ton, when  lie  came  to  remind  them  of  what  GOD  had 
formerly  done  for  them,  it  was  like  putting  fire  to  tinder. 
Both  minifter  and  people  were  mud)  moved;  as  were  the 
children  of  the  family,  at  an  exhortation  which  their  fa- 
ther defued  Mrt  Whilcjuid  to  give  them. 

After 
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After  leaving  Northampton,  he  preached  in  Wcjlfitld* 
Springfield,  Suffuld,  Ifindfor,  Hertford,  IVeatkenfidd, 
Midduton,  and  l-Vallingford,  to  large  and  afFecled  congre- 
gations. And  Odder  23,  reached  Ncwhavcn,  where  he 
was  affectionately  received  by  Mr.  Picrpcint,  brother-in- 
law  to  Mr.  Edwards,  and  had  the  pleaiure  of  feeing  his 
friend  Mr.  Noble  of  New-York,  who  brought  him  letters 
from  Georgia.  Here  alio  he  was  much  lefreihed  with  the 
converfation  of  fevc-ral  gofpel  minifters.  It  being  afiembly 
time,  and  the  governor  and  burgeffes  then  fitting,  he  flayed 
till  LordVday,  and  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  numbers  daily 
imprefTed.  The  good  old  governor  was  particularly  mucn 
affected;  and  at  a  privatS  vifit  which  Mr.  ffhitefield  paid 
him,  laid,  "  Thanks  be  to  GOD,  for  ftoch  refrefliings  in 
our  way  to  heaven."  On  Monday  morning  he  fet  forward, 
and  preached  with  his  ufual  fuccefs  at  Milford,  Stratford, 
Fairfield,  Newark,  and  Stanford,  where  he  was  vifited  by 
fome  minilters  under  deep  concern.  This  was  on  the  bor- 
ders of  New-York  province,  into  which  he  now  again  en- 
tered, and  preached  at  Rye  and  King/bridge,  on  his  way  to 
the  city  of  New-York,  where  he  arrived  Odobcr  30.  Here 
for  three  days  fucceflively,  and  afterwards  at  Staten-Ijland, 
Newark,  Bafkenridge,  his  preaching  appeared  to  be  at- 
tended with  more  fuccefs  than  ever.  At  Trenton  he  had  a 
Jong  conference  with  fome  miniiters  about  Mr.  Gilbert 
Tennenfs  complying  with  an  invitation  to  go  and  preach  in 
New -England,  After  praver,  and  conhdering  the  argu- 
ments both  for  and  againft  this  propofal,  they  thought  it 
beft  he  fhould  go;  which,  however  diffident  of  himfelf, 
he  was  perfuaded  to  do.  And  his  ministrations  were  at- 
tended with  an  extraordinary  blefling  to  multitudes,  in  that 
extenfive  colony. 

Saturday  November  8,  Mr.  Whitefield  came  back  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  next  day  preached  to  feveral  thoufunds  in  a 
houle  built  for  that  purpofe,  fince  his  laft  departure.  Here 
he  both  heard  of,  and  law  many,  who  were  the  fruits  of  his 
former  miniftrations;  and  continued  among  them  till  Art- 
vember  1 7,  preaching  twice  a  day.  Afterwards  he  preached 
in  Glottceficr,  Greenwich,  Piles-Grove,  Cohanjte,  Salem,  New- 
caflle,  Wbitcley-Crcck,  Fog  s-Manor,  Nottingham;  in  many 
or  moft  of  which  places,  the  congregations  were  numerous, 
and  deeplv  affected.  November  22,  he  got  to  Bohemia  in 
Afaryland,  and  from  thence  he  went  to  Reedy- Iflund,  At 
both  places  his  preaching  was  attended  with  gieat  influence. 
And  at  the  lall  place  (their  (loop  being  detained  by  contrary 
wi;)ds  near  a  week)  he  preached  frequently.  AH  the  cap- 
tains 
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tains  and  crews  of  the  fhips  that  were  wind-bound  con- 
iiantly  attended,  and  great  numbers  crowded  out  of  the 
country,  fome  as  far  as  from  Philadelphia :  And  as  great 
concern  as  ever  came  upon  their  minds.  December  1,  he" 
fet  fail  from  Reedy- Ijland  for  Charles-Town  in  South- 
Carolina^  and  here  he  makes  the  following  remark:  "  It 
is  now  the  feventy-fifth  day,  fince  I  arrived  at  Rhode -J/latid. 
My  body  was  then  weak,  but  the  Lord  has  much  renewed 
its  ftrength.  I  have  been  enabled  to  preach,  I  think,  an 
hundred  and  feventy  five  times  in  public,  befides  exhort- 
ing frequently  in  private.  I  have  travelled  upwards  of 
•ight  hundred  miles,  and  gotten  upwards  of  feven  hundred 
pounds  fterling  in  goods,  provifions,  and  money,  for  the 
Georgia  orphans.  Never  did  I  perform  my  journeys  with 
fo  little  fatigue,  or  fee  fuch  a  continuance  of  the  divine 
prefence  in  the  congregations  to  whom  I  have  preached. 
Praife  the  Lord,  O  my  foul."  After  a  pleafant  paffage  of 
eight  or  nine  days,  and  preaching  again  at  Charles-Town 
and  Savannah,  he  arrived  on  the  14th  of  December  at  the 
Orphan-Houfe,  where  he  found  his  family  comfortably  fet- 
tled. At  Rhode-lfland  he  had  providentially  met  with  one 
Mr.  'Jonathan  Barber,  whofe  heart  was  very  much  knit  to 
him,  and  who  was  willing  to  helphim  at  the  Orphan-Houfe. 
Him,  therefore,  he  left  fuperintendant  for  the  fpiritual, 
and  Mr.  Habcrjham  for  the  temporal  affairs;  and  having 
fpent  a  very  comfortable  Chriflmas  with  his  orphan  family, 
he  fet  off  again  for  Charles-Town,  where  he  arrived  January 
3,  1 741,  and  preached  twice  every  day  as  ufual,  to  molt 
affectionate  auditories,  till  the  16th  of  January,  when  he 
went  on  board  for  England.  He  arrived  the  1 1  th  of  March 
at  Falmouth,  rode  polt  to  London,  and  preached  at  Kenning- 
ton-Common  the  Sunday  following. 

The  new  and  unexpected  fituation  in  which  he  now 
found  himfelf,  will  be  belt,  defcribed  in  his  own  words  : 
u  But  what  a  trying  fcene  appeared  here  !  In  my  zeal, 
during  my  journey  through  America,  I  had  written  two 
well  meant,  though  injudicious  letters,  againft  Eng- 
land" s  two  great  favorites,  "  The  Whole  Duty  of  Man," 
and  "  Archbifhop  Tillotfon,n  who,  I  faid,  knew  no  more 
of  religion  than  Mahomet.  The  Moravians  had  made  in- 
roads upon  the  focieties.  Mr.  John  Wejley,  fome  way  or 
other,  had  been  prevailed  on  to  preach  and  print  in  favor 
of  perfection,  and  univerfal  redemption  ;  and  very  ftrong- 
!y  againft  election,  a  doctrine,  which  I  thought,  and  3o 
now  believe  was  taught  me  of  GOD,  therefore  could  not 
poflibly  recede  from.    Thinking  it  my  duty  fo  to  do,  I 
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had  written  an  anfwer  at  the  Orphan -Houfe,  which  thooghv 
revifed,  and  much  approved  of  by  lome  good  and  judicious 
divines,  I  think  had  lome  too  ftrong  expreflions  about  abio- 
lute  reprobation,  which  the  apoflle  leaves  rather  to  he  in- 
terred, than  expreit.  The  world  was  angry  at  me  for 
the  former,  and  numbers  of  my  own  fpiritual  children  for 
the  latter.  One  that  got  lome  hundreds  of  pounds  by  my 
fermons,  being  led  away  by  the  A4 rot avians,  refufed  to  print 
foi  me  any  more.  And  others  wrote  to  me,  that  GOD 
would  deltroy  me  in  a  fortnight ;  and  that  my  fall  was  as 
great  as  Peter  s.  Inftead  of  having  thoufands  to  attend 
me,  lcarce  one  of  my  fpiritual  children  came  to  fee  me 
from  morning  to  night.  Once  at  fanning  ton-Common,  I 
had  not  above  a  hundred  to  hear  me.  At  the  fame  time,  1 
was  much  embarrafTed  in  my  outward  circumftances.  A 
thoufand  pounds  I  owed  for  the  Orphan- Houfe.  Two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  bills,  drawn  upon  Mr.  Sezvard,  now 
dead,  were  returned  upon  me.  I  was  alfo  threatened  to  be 
arreted  for  two  hundred  pounds  more.  My  travelling 
expences  alfo  to  be  defrayed.  A  family  of  a  hundred  to 
he  daily  maintained,  four  thoufand  miles  off,  in  thedeareft 
place  of  the  Ring's  dominions. 

"  Ten  thoufand  times  would  I  rather  have  died,  than 
part  with  my  old  friends.  It  would  have  melted  any  heart 
to  have  heard  Mr.  C.  IFeJleyznd  me  weeping,  after  prayer, 
that,  if  poflible,  the  breach  might  be  prevented.  Once  I 
preached  in  the  Fmnday,  (a  place  which  Mr.  John  IVcficy 
had  procured  in  my  abience)  on  Gal.  iii.  but  no  more.  All 
my  work  was  to  begin  again.  One  day  I  was  exceedingly 
refrefhed  in  reading  Bezas  life  of  Calvin,  wherein  were  thel& 
words,  *  Calvin  is  turned  out  of 'Geneva,  but  behold  a  neve 
church  arifes.'  A  gentlewoman  lent  me  three  hundred 
pounds  to  pay  the  prefent  Orphan -Houfe  demand  :  And  a 
ferious  perfon  (whom  I  never  law  or  heard  of)  giving  roe 
one  guinea ;  1  had  fuch  confidence,  that  I  ran  down  with 
it  to  a  friend,  and  exprefled  my  hope,  that  GOD  who  fent 
this  perfon  with  a  guinea,  would  make  it  up  fifteen  hun- 
dred :  Which  was  the  fum  I  thought  would  be  wanted. 

c<  Never  had  I  preached  in  Aioorfidds  on  a  week  day. 
But  in  the  ftrength  of  GOD,  I  began  on  Good Friday,  and 
continued  twice  a  day,  walking  backward  and  forward  from 
JLcadenhall,  tor  lome  time  preaching  under  one  of  thetrees* 
and  had  the  mortification  of  (eeiue  numbers  of  my  fpiritu- 
al  children,  who  but  a  twelvemonth  ago  could  have  plucked 
out  their  eyes  for  me,  running  by  me  whillt  preaching, 
difdainiug  fo  much  as  to  look  at  me,  and  fomc  of  them  put- 
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ting  their  fingers  in  their  ears,  that  they  might  not  hear  one 
word  1  laid.  A  like  fcene  opened  at  Brittcl,  where  1  was 
denied  preaching  in  thehoufe  I  had  founded:  Bnfy  bodie*, 
on  both  Tides,  blew  up  the  coals.  A  breach  enfued.  ftut 
as  both  fides  differed  in  judgement,  and  not  in  affection,  and 
aimed  at  the  glory  of  our  common  Lord  ;  though  we 
hearkened  too  much  to  tale-bearers  on  both  fides,  we  were 
kept  from  anathematizing  each  other,  and  went  on  in  our 
tifual  way  ;  being  agreed  in  one  point,  endeavoring  to  con- 
vert fouls  to  the  ever  bleiTed  Mediator." 

In  conlequence  of  this,  one  Mr.  Cennlck,  a  preacher, 
who  could  not  fall  in  with  Mr.  IPc/Icys  lentimcnts,  and  one 
or  two  more  in  like  circumftances,  having  joined  Mr. 
IVblteficld,  they  began  a  new  houfe  in  Klngfwood,  and  foon 
eftabliihed  a  fchool  among  them  that  favored  Calvinifticai 
principles.  And  here,  and  in  feveral  other  places,  they 
preached  to  very  large  and  ferious  congregations,  in  the 
lame  manner  as  he  had  done  in  America.  Thither  he  in- 
tended to  return  as  foon  as  poffible.  Mean  time,  it  being 
inconvenient,  on  account  of  the  weather,  to  preach  morn- 
ing and  evening  in  AUorJiclds ;  fome  free-grace  difTenters, 
(who  ftood  by  him  clofely  in  that  time  of  trial)  got  the, 
loan  of  a  piece  of  ground,  and  engaged  with  a  carpenter 
to  build  a  large  temporary  fhed,  to  fcreen  the  auditory 
from  cold  and  rain,  which  he  called  a  Tabernacle,  as  it  was 
only  intended  to  be  made  ufe  of  for  a  few  months,  during 
his  flay  in  his  native  country.  The  place  fixed  upon,  was 
very  near  the  Foundery,  which  he  difliked,  becaufe  he 
thought  it  looked  like  creeling  altar  againfl  altar;  but  upon 
this  occafion  he  remarks,  "  All  was  wonderfully  over- 
ruled for  good,  and  for  the  furtherance  of  the  gofpcl. 
A  frefh  awakening  immediately  began.  Congregations 
grew  exceeding  large,  and  at  the  people's  defire,  I  fent 
(neceflity  reconciling  me  more  and  more  to  lay-preaching) 
for  MefTeurs  Cennlck,  Harris,  Seagravc,  Humphries,  fcsV. 
&c.  &c.  to  affift."  Frefh  doors  were  now  opened  to  him, 
and  invitations  fent  to  him  from  manv  places,  where  he  had 
never  been.  At  a  common,  near  Bralntree  in  Effcx,  up- 
wards of  ten  thoufand  perfons  attended.  At  Halflcady 
Dcdbam,  Coggcjhall,  JVethersfieldy  Colchefter,  Bury,  Ipjwicb, 
the  congregations  were  very  large  and  much  afFecled.  At 
this  time  alio,  he  was  flrongly  folicited  by  religious  per- 
fons, of  different  perfuafions,  to  vifit  Scotland,  Several 
letters  had  paft  between  him  and  the  MelTieurs  Erfklnes, 
fome  time  before,  and  he  had  a  great  defire  to  fee  them. 
He  therefore  took  his  pafTage  from  London  to  Lath,  where 
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(after  five  days,  which  he  employed  In  writing  many  excel-* 
lent  letters  to  his  orphans,  &c  fee  Letter  CCCXI.  to 
CCCXXXV11.)  he  arrived  7«/y  30,  1741.  Several  per- 
fons  of  diftin&ion  moft  gladly  received  him,  and  would 
have  had  him  preach  at  Edinburgh  directly;  hut  he  was  de- 
termined that  the  reverend  Meflirs.  Er/kincs  fhould  have  the 
firfl  offer;  and  therefore  went  immediately  to  Dumfermlin, 
and  preached  in  Mr.  Er/kines  meeting-houfe.  Great  per- 
flations were  ufed  to  detain  him  at  Dumfermlin,  and  as 
great  to  keep  him  from  preaching  for,  and  vifiting  the  re- 
verend Mr.  JVardlaw,  who  had  been  colleague  to  Mr. 
Ralph  Er/kinc  above  twenty  years,  and  who,  as  well  as  thtf 
reverend  Mr.  David fon,  a  diflenting  miniftcr  in  England, 
that  went  along  with  Mr.  JYhite field,  were  looked  upon 
as  perjured,  for  not  adhering  to  the  folemn  league  and  co- 
venant. This  was  new  language  to  him,  and  therefore? 
unintelligible.  But  that  he  might  be  better  informed,  it 
was  propofed  that  the  reverend  Mr.  Moncrief,  Mr.  Ebe- 
mzcr  Erfkine,  and  others,  members  of  the  ailbciate  pref- 
hytery,  fliould  convene  in  a  few  days,  in  order  to  give  him 
farther  light.  In  the  mean  time, 'Mr.  Ralph  Erjkinc  ac- 
companied him  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  preached  in  the 
Orphan- Houfe  Park,  (field-preaching  being  no  novelty  in 
Scotland)  to  a  very  large  and  afFe&ed  auditory,  upon  tnefe 
words,  "  The  kingdom  of  GOD  is  not  meat  and  drink, 
but  right  eoufnefs,  and  peace,  and  jcv  in  the  Holy  Gho/?" 
The  next  day  he  preached  in  the  IVcft  Kirk,  and  exprefled 
great  pleafure  in  hearing  two  gofpel  fermons  from  the  reve- 
rend Mr.  Guflhart,  and  the  reverend  Mr.  Mac  Vicar.  An  J 
the  following  day,  he  preached  in  the  Cannongate  church, 
where  Mr.  Ralph  Erfkine  went  up  with  him  into  the  pulpit* 
According  to  promife,  he  returned  with  him  to  Dum- 
fermlin, where  Mr.  E,  Erfkine,  and  feveral  of  the  aflbciate 
prefbytery  were  met  together.  When  Mr.  Whiteficld 
came,  they  foon  propofed  to  proceed  to  bufmefs.  He  afked 
them  for  what  purpofe?  They  anfwered,  to  difcourfe,  and 
fet  him  right  about  church  government,  and  the  folemn 
league  and  covenant*  He  replied,  they  might  fave  them- 
felves  that  trouble,  for  he  had  no  fcmple  about  it,  and  that 
fettling  church  government,  and  preaching  about  the  fo- 
lemn league  and  covenant,  was  rtot  his  plan.  He  then  told 
them  fomething  of  his  experience,  and  how  he  was  led  into 
his  prefent  way  of  acYing.  One  of  them,  in  particular, 
laid  he,  was  deeply  affecled.  And  Mr.  E.  Er/kine  defired 
they  would  have  patience  with  him,  for  that  having  been 
born  and  bred  in  England,  and  never  ftudicd  the  point,  he» 
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tould  not  he  fuppofed  to  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  it. 
But  Mr,  Af.  infilled,  that  he  was  therefore  more  inex- 
cufeable,  for  England  had  revolted  moft  with  refpc&  to 
church  government ;  and  that  he,  being  born  and  educated 
there,  could  not  but  be  acquainted  with  the  matter  in  de- 
bate. Mr.  Whitefield  told  him,  he  had  never  vet  made 
the  folemn  league  and  covenant  the  fubjedt  of  nis  fludy, 
being  too  bufy  about  matters  which  he  judged  of  greater 
importance.  Several  replied,  that  every  pin  of  the  taber- 
nacle was  precious.  He  anfwered,  that  in  every  building, 
there  were  outfide  and  infide  workmen;  that  the  latter,  at 
prefent,  Was  his  province;  that  if  they  thought  themfelves 
called  to  the  former,  they  might  proceed  in  their  own  way 
and  he  would  proceed  in  his.  He  then  afked  them  ferioufly, 
what  they  would  have  him  to  do?  The  anfwer  was,  that 
he  was  not  defired  to  fubferibe  immediately  to  the  folemn 
league  and  Covenant,  but  to  preach  only  for  them,  till  he 
hadf  further  light.  He  afked,  why  only  for  them  ?  Mr. 
R,  E.  faid,  *  They  were  the  Lord's  people.'  He  then 
afked,  Were  no  other  the  Lord's  people  but  themfelves* 
If  not,  and  if  others  were  the  devil's  people,  they  had 
more  need  to  be  preached  to;  that  for  his  part,  all  places 
Were  alike  to  him ;  and  that  if  the  Pope  himfelf  would 
lend  him  his  pulpit,  he  would  gladly  proclaim  in  it  the 
righteoufnefs  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Ghrifl*  Something  pafled 
about  taking  two  of  their  brethren  with  him  to  England,  to 
fettle  prefbytery  there;  and  then  with  two  more,  to  go  and 
fettle  prefbytery  in  America*  But  he  afked,  fuppofe  a  num- 
ber of  independents  fhould  come,  and  declare,  that  after 
the  greateft  fearch,  they  were  convinced  that  independency 
was  the  right  church  government,  and  would  difturb  no 
body,  if  tolerated;  mould  they  be  tolerated?  They  an- 
fwered, No.— Soon  after  this  the  company  broke  up.  And 
Mr.  M.  preached  upon  Ifa.  xxi.  11,12.  "  Watchman, 
what  of  the  night  ?  &c"  And  took  occafion  to  declaim 
ftrongly  againfl  the  ceremonies  of  the  church  of  En?land9 
and  to  argue*,  «  That  one  who  held  communion  with  that 
church,  or  with  the  backflidden  church  of  Scotland,  could 
not  be  an  inftrument  of  reformation.'    The  confequence 

*  "  I  attended  ;  but  the  good  man  fo  fpent  himfelf  in  the  former  part 
Of  his  fermon,  in  talking  againft  prelacy,  the  Common  Prayer-Book, 
the  iurplice,  therofe  in  the  hat,  and  fuch  like  externals  $  that  when 
he  came  to  the  latter  part  of  his  text,  to  invite  poor  finners  to  Jefus 
Cbrijly  his  breath  was  fogone,  that  he  con  Id  fcarce  be  heard.  What 
a  pity,  that  the  la&  was  not  firft,  and  the  nrft  laft!"  Letter 
CCCXXXIX. 
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of  all  this,  was,  an  open  breach.  Mr.  Whitefield  retired 
thoughtful  and  uneafy  to  his  clolet,  and  after  preaching  in 
the  fields,  fat  down  and  dined  with  them,  and  then  took  a 
final  leave.* 

Many  waited  a^t  Edinburgh  to  know  the  iflueof  the  con- 
ference, who  were  not  dilappointed  in  the  event.  Thi- 
ther he  returned,  after  preaching  at  Innerkeithing,  and  the 
Queen' s-ferry;  and  continued  preaching  always  twice,  often 
thrice,  (ana  once,  feven  times  a  day)  for  fome  weeks  toge- 
ther.   rI  he  churches  were  open,  but  not  being  able  to  hold 
half  the  congregations)  he  generally  preached  twice  a  day 
in  the  Orphan-Hofpital  Park  to  many  thoufands.  Perfons 
of  the  bcft  faihion,  as  well  as  of  the  meaner  rank,  at- 
tended;}; at  fome  of  their  houfes  he  generally  expounded 
every  evening.    And  every  day,  almofr,  there  were  new 
evidences  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  labors.    Numbers  of  mi- 
niflers  and  ftudents  came  to  hear  him,  and  aged,  expe^ 
rienced  chriftians  told  him,  they  could  fet  their  feal  to 
what  he  preached.    In  this  fir  A  vifit  to  Scotland  he  preached 
at  Edinburgh,  Glafgow,  Aberdeen,  Dundee,  Paifley,  Perth, 
.  Sterling,  Crief,  Falkirk,  Airth,  KinrlaJJie,  Aberdeen,  C«/- 
rofs,  Kinrofs,  Couper  of  Fife;  and  alio  at  Stonehive,  Ben- 
holm,  Montrofe,  Brechin,  Forfar,  Couper  of  Angus ;  and  at 
Innerkeithing,  Newbottle,  Galajhiclds,  Maxton,  and  Had- 
dington;  and  in  the  weft  country,  at  Killetn,  Fintry,  and 
Balfrone.  To  other  places  to  which  he  was  invited,  he  did 
not  go  at  this  time.    But  (having  collected  above  five  hun- 
dred pounds,  in  money  and  goods,  for  his  orphans)  he  left 
Edinburgh  in  the  latter  end  of  October,  to  go  through  Wales, 
in  his  way  to  London. 

After  having  gone  through  evil  report  and  good  report 
in  Scotland,  Mr.  fVhitefcldMt  Edinburgh  in  Oclober  1 74 1, 
and  travelled  to  Abergavenny  in  IValcs,  where,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  former  relblution,  he  married  Mrs.  James,  a 
widow  lady  of  that  place.  From  thence  he  went  to  Briftol, 

#  "  Having  dropt  fomething  about  perfons  buikling  a  Babel*  Mif- 
trefs  — — — —  (aid,  '  It  was  a  haid  faying.*  Upon  which  I  re- 
plied, «'  I  feared  it  was  a  true  one,  and  that  they  would  find  the  Ba- 
bel fall  down  about  their  ears.  I  was  never  received  into  their  houfe 
any  more.  Thus  was  I  called  to  make  another  facrifice  of  ray  af- 
fections. But  what  I  had  met  with  in  England^  made  this  the  more 
eafy."   Letter  CCCXLVII. 

t  Among  his  particular  friends  where  the  Marquis  of  Lothian*  the 
Earl  of  Let  int  Lord  Rae,  Lady  Mary  Hamilton*  Lady  Frances  CarM- 
ttir,  Lady  Jean  Nimmo,  Lady  DirUiun.  See  his  Letters  from  Amgujt 
to  Dcwmbtr  1741. 
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Ivhere  he  preached  twice  a  day  with  his  ufual  fuccefs.  After 
Various  excurfions  into  the  country,  he  went  to  London  in 
the  fpring  of  the  year,  1742,  and  now  ventured  to  take  a 
very  extraordinary  flep.  It  had  been  the  cuftom  for  many 
years  part,  in  the  holiday  feafons,  to  erecl  booths  in  Afoor- 
fields,  for  mountebanks,  players,  puppet-lhows,  Wr.  which 
were  attended  from  morning  till  night,  by  innumerable 
multitudes  of  the  lower  fort  of  people.  He  formed  a 
refolution  to  preach  the  gofpel  among  them;  and  execut- 
ed it. 

On  Whltmonday,  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  attended  by 
a  large  congregation  of  praying  people,  he  began.  Thou- 
sands, who  were  waiting  there,  gaping  for  their  ufual  di- 
verfions,  all  flocked  round  him.  His  text  was  John  iii.  14. 
They  gazed,  they  liftened,  they  wept:  And  many  feemed 
to  be  (rung  with  deep  conviction  for  their  pall  fins.  All 
was  hufhed  and  folcmn.  "  Being  thus  encouraged,  (fay9 
he)  I  ventured  out  again  at  noon,  when  the  fields  were 
quite  full;  and  could  fcarce  help  fmiling,  to  fee  thoufands, 
when  a  merry-andrew  was  trumpeting  to  them,  upon  ob- 
serving me  mount  a  ftand  on  the  other  fide  of  the  field, 
deferting  him,  till  not  fo  much  as  one  was  left  behind,  but 
all  flocked  to  hear  the  gofpel.  But  this,  together  with  a 
complaint  that  they  had  taken  near  twenty  or  thirty  pounds 
lefs  that  day  than  ufual,  fo  enraged  the  owners  of  the 
booths,  that  when  I  came  to  preach  a  third  time  in  the 
evening,  in  the  midft  of  the  fermon,  a  merry-andrew  got 
up  upon  a  man's  fhoulders,  and  advancing  near  the  pulpit, 
attempted  to  flafh  me  with  a  long  heavy  whip  feveral  times. 
Soon  afterwards  they  got  a  recruiting  ferjeant,  with  his 
drum,  &c.  to  pafs  through  the  congregation.  But  I  de- 
fired  the  people  to  make  way  for  the  King's  officer,  which 
was  quietly  done.  Finding  thefe  efforts  to  fail,  a  large 
body,  quite  on  the  oppofite  fide,  affembled  together,  and 
having  got  a  great  pole  for  their  ftandard,  advanced  with 
found  of  drum,  in  a  very  threatening  manner,  till  they 
came  near  the  fkirts  of  the  congregation.  Uncommon 
courage  was  given  both  to  preacher  and  hearers.  I  prayed 
for  fupport  and  deliverance,  and  was  heard.  For  jurt  as 
they  approached  us  with  looks  full  of  refentment,  I  know 
not  by  what  accident,  they  quarrelled  among  themfelves, 
threw  down  their  ftafF,  and  went  their  way,  leaving,  how- 
ever, many  of  their  company  behind,  who,  before  we  had 
done,  I  truft  were  brought  over  to  join  the  belieged  party. 
I  think  I  contiuued  in  praying,  preaching,  and  finging, 
(for  the  noife  was  too  great  at  times  to  preach)  about  three 
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hours.  We  then  retired  to  the  tabernacle,  where  thou  fan  da 
flocked.  We  were  determined  to  pray  down  the  booths  ; 
but,  bleffed  be  GOD,  more  fubftantial  work  was  done* 
At  a  moderate  computation,  I  received  (I  believe)  a  thou- 
sand notes  from  perfons  under  conviction;  and  foon  after, 
upwards  of  three  hundred  were  received  into  the  fociety  in 
one  day.  Some  I  married,  that  had  lived  together  without 
marriage.  One  man  had  exchanged  his  wiie  for  another, 
and  given  fourteen  (hillings  in  exchange.  Numbers,  that 
feemed  as  it  were  to  have  been  bred  up  for  Tyburn,  were  at 
that  time  plucked  as  firebrands  out  of  the  burning.** 

Soon  after  thefe  tranfaclions,  he  embarked  a  fecond 
time  for  Scotland,  and  arrived  at  Leith,  on  the  3d  of  Junes 
1 742.  Here  he  had  much  to  do  with  the  bigotry  and  nar- 
nownefs  of  fome  particular  people,  and  efpecially  with  the 
feceders,  into  the  particulars  of  which  Dr.  Gillies  has  en* 
tered  with  fulnefs  and  candor,  but  which  we  have  not  fpace 
nor  inclination  to  recite.  Upon  his  fecond  arrival  in  Sett- 
land,  June  1742,  he  was  received  by  great  numbers,  among 
whom  were  fome  perfons  of  diftinction,  with  much  joy : 
And  had  the  fatisfa&ion  of  feeing  and  hearing  more  and 
more  of  the  happy  fruits  of  his  miniftrr.  At  Edinburgh 
he  preached  twice  a  day,  as  ufual,  in  the  Hofpital  Park, 
where  a  number  of  feats  and  fhades,  in  the  form  of  an 
amphitheatre,  were  erefted  for  the  accommodation  of  hi* 
hearers.  And  in  confequence  of  earned  invitations,  he 
went  to  the  weft  country,  particularly  to  Cambujlang,  where 
he  preached  no  lefs  than  three  times  upon  the  very  day  of 
his  arrival,  to  a  vafl  body  of  people,  although  he  had 
preached  that  fame  morning  at  Glafgow.  The  laft  of  thefe 
exercifes  he  began  at  nine  at  night,  continuing  till  eleven, 
when  he  faid  he  obferved  fuch  a  commotion  among  the 
people,  as  he  had  never  feen  in  America*  Mr.  Mac  Culloch 
preached  after  him,  till  pail  one  in  the  morning,  and  even 
then  could  hardly  perfuade  the  people  to  depart.  All  night 
in  the  fields  might  be  heard  the  voice  of  prayer  and  praife. 
As  Mr.  White  fie  Id  was  frequently  at  Cambujlang  during  this 
feafon,  a  description  of  what  he  obferved  there  at  different 
times,  will  be  beft  given  in  his  own  words;  "  Perfons  from 
all  parts  flocked  to  fee,  and  many  from  many  parts,  went 
home  convinced,  and  converted  unto  GOD.  A  brae,  or 
hill,  near  the  manfe  at  Cambujl&ng,  feemed  to  be  formed  by 
providence,  for  containing  a  large  congregation.  People 
fat  unwearied  till  two  in  the  morning,  to  hear  fermons, 
difregarding  the  weather.  You  could  fcarce  walk  a  yard, 
but  you  nwft  tread  upon  fome,  either  rejoicing  in  GOD 
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for  mercies  received,  or  crying  out  for  more.  Thoufands 
-and  tboufands  have  I  feen,  betore  it  was  poffible  to  catch  it 
by  fympathy,  melted  down  under  the  word  and  power  of 
GOD,  At  the  celebration  of  the  holy  communion,  their 
joy  was  fo  great,  that  at  the  defire  of  many,  both  minifters 
and  people,  in  imitation  of  Hczekiah'%  pafTover,  they  had, 
a  month  or  two  afterwards,  a  fecond;  which  was  a  general 
rendezvous  of  the  people  of  GOD.  The  communion-table 
was  in  the  field;  three  tents,  at  proper  diftances,  all  fur- 
rounded  with  a  multitude  of  hearers;  above  twenty  mi- 
nifters (among  whom  was  good  old  Mr.  Bonner)  attending 
to  preach  and  affift,  all  enlivening  and  enlivened  by  one 
another." 

Befides  his  labors  at  Glafgow  and  Cambujlang,  it  is  fome- 
what  furprizing  to  think,  how  many  other  places  in  the 
weft  of  Scotland  he  vifited  within  the  compafs  of  a  few 
weeks,  preaching  once  or  twice  at  every  one  of  them,  and 
at  feveral  three  or  four  times.  It  is  worth  while  to  fet  down 
the  journal  of  a  week  or  two.  In  the  beginning  of  July, 
he  preached  twice  on  Monday  at  P at/ley;  on  the  Tuefday  and 
fVednefday,  three  times  each  day  at  Irvine;  on  tThurfday% 
twice  at  Mearns;  on  Friday ,  three  times  at  Cumbernaud; 
and  on  Saturday,  twice  at  Falkirk.  And  again  in  the  latter 
end  of  Auguft,  on  Thurfday,  he  preached  twice  at  Greenock; 
on  Friday,  three  times  at  Kilbride;  on  Saturday,  once  at 
Kilbride,  and  twice  at  Steven/on;  on  Sabbath,  four  times  at 
Irvine;  on  Monday,  once  at  Irvine,  and  three  times  at  Kil- 
marncck;  on  Tuefday,  once  at  Kilmarnock,  and  four  times 
at  S  invar  ten;  on  IVcdnefday,  once  at  Stewarton,  and  twice 
at  the  Mearns.  He  was  alio  at  Inchanncn,  New  Kilpatrick% 
Colder,  and  Kilfyth,  (where  the  religious  concern  ftill  in- 
creafed)  and  at  Torpichen,  He  was  indeed  fometimes  taken 
very  ill,  and  his  friends  thought  he  was  going  off :  "  But 
in  the  pulpit  (fays  he)  the  Lord,  out  of  weaknefs,  makes  me 
to  wax  ftrong,  and  caufes  me  to  triumph  more  and  more." 
And  even  when  he  retired  for  a  day  or  two,  it  was  on 
purpofe  to  write  letters,  and  to  prepare  pieces  for  the  prefs, 
fo  that  he  was  as  bufy  as  ever. 

When  he  was  at  Edinburgh,  he  received  accounts  that 
the  Spaniards  had  landed  in  Georgia.  Upon  this  oc- 
cafion  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Haberjham;  "  1  am  glad  my 
dear  family  is  removed  to  Mr.  Bryan  s,  and  rejoice  that 
our  glorious  GOD  had  raifed  him  and  his  brother  up, 
to  be  fuch  friends  in  time  of  need.  My  thoughts  have 
been  varioufly  exercifed,  but  my  heart  kept  ftedfaft  and 
joyful  in  the  Lord  of  all  lords,  whofe  mercy  endureth 
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for  ever.  I  long  to  be  with  you,  and  methinks  could  wil- 
lingly be  found  at  the  head  of  you  kneeling  and  praying, 
though  a  Spaniard's  iword  mould  be  put  to  my  throat. 
But  alas,  I  know  not  how  I  fhould  behave,  if  put  to  the 
trial:  Only  we  have  a  promife,  that  as  our  day  is,  fo  our 
ftrength  (hall  be.  The  thoughts  of  divine  love  carry  me 
above  every  thing.  My  dear  friend,  the  Spaniards  cannot 
rob  us  of  this;  nor  can  men  or  devils.  1  humbly  hope 
that  1  mail  fhortly  hear  of  the  fpiritual  and  lempoial  wel- 
fare of  you  all."  And  he  was  not  difappointed;  for  a  few 
weeks  atter  he  was  informed  of  his  family's  fafe  return  to 
Bethefda.  About  the  end  of  Oflobcrhe  left  Scotland,  and 
rode  poll  to  London,  where  he  arrived  in  about  five  days. 

From  Oftober  1742  to  Auguft  1 744,  Mr.  Whitefield  con- 
tinued in  England,  but  was  employed  in  travelling  up  and 
down  to  preach  the  kingdom  of  GOD,  and  with  the  fame 
fuccefs  and  the  fame  oppofition  as  before.  After  a  variety 
of  thefe  circumllances,  he  refolved  to  make  another  viftt 
to  America,  whither  Mr.  Smith,  a  merchant,  then  in  Eng- 
land, in  the  name  of  thoufands  invited  him.  With  him  he 
took  paflTage  in  a  fhip  going  from  Portfmouth;  but  being  in- 
formed, jufl  before  he  was  about  to  take  his  farewell,  that 
the  captain  refufed  to  take  him,  for  fear,  as  healledged,  of 
fpoiling  the  failors,  he  was  obliged  to  go  as  far  as  Plymouth* 
iC  In  my  way,  fays  he,  1  preached  at  Wellington,  where 
one  Mr.  Darracott  had  been  a  blefled  inftrument  of  doing 
much  good.  At  Exeter  alfo,  I  revifited.  where  many  fouls 
were  awakened  to  the  divine  life.  At  Biddcford>  where 
good  Mr.  Hervey  had  been  curate,  we  had  much  of  the 
power  of  GOD;  and  alfo  at  King/bridge.  But  the  chief 
fcene  was  at  Plymouth  and  the  dock,  where  I  expected  leaf* 
fuccefs."  It  is  remarkable,  that  juft  before  his  fuccefs  at 
Plymouth,  he  was  in  danger  of  being  killed.  Four  gentle- 
men, it  leems,  came  to  the  houfe  of  one  of  his  particular 
friends,  kindly  enquiring  after  him,  and  defiring  to  know 
where  he  lodged.  Soon  afterwards,  Mr.  Whitefield  re- 
ceived a  letter,  informing  him,  that  the  writer  was  a  ne- 
phew of  Mr.  S  ,  an  attorney  at  New-2'ork;  that  he  had 

the  pleafure  of  fupping  with  Mr.  Whitefield  at  his  uncle's 
houfe;  and  defired  his  company  to  fup  with  him,  and  a  few 
more  friends,  at  a  tavern.  Mr.  Whitefield  fent  him  word, 
that  it  was  not  cuftomary  for  him  to  fup  abroad  at  taverns, 
but  mould  be  glad  of  tne  gentleman's  company  to  eat  a 
morfel  with  him  at  his  lodging;  he  accordingly  came  and 
iupped;  but  was  obferve  l  frequently  to  look  around  him, 
tnd  to  be  very  ab!cnt»    At  lau  he  took  his  leave,  and  re-» 
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turned  to  his  companions  in  the  tavern;  and  being  by  them 
interrogated,  what  he  had  done,  he  anfwered,  *  1  hat  he 
had  been  ufedfo  civilly,  he  had  not  the  heart  to  touch  him.' 
Upon  which,  it  Teems,  another  of  the  company,  a  lieute- 
nant of  a  man  of  war,  laid  a  wager  of  ten  guineas,  that 
he  would  do  his  bufinefs  for  him.    His  companions,  how- 
ever, had  the  precaution  to  take  away  his  fword.    It  was 
now  about  midnight,  and  Mr.  Whitcfield  having  that  day 
preached  to  a  large  congregation,  and  vifited  the  French  pri- 
soners, was  gone  to  bed :  When  the  landlady  came  and  told 
him  that  a  well-drefled  gentleman  delired  to  fpeak  with  him, 
Mr.  Whttefield,  imagining  it  was  fomebody  under  convic- 
tion, defired  him  to  be  brought  up.    He  came,  and  fat 
down  by  the  bed  fide,  congratulated  him  upon  the  fuccefs 
of  his  miniitry,  and  exprelled  much  concern  at  being  de- 
tained from  hearing  him.    Soon  after  he  broke  out  into  the 
moir  abufive  language,  and  in  a  cruel  and  cowardly  man- 
ner, beat  him  in  his  bed.    The  landlady  and  her  daughter 
hearing  the  noife,  rufhed  into  the  room,  and  feized  upon 
him;  but  he  foon  difengaged  himfelf  from  them,  and  re- 
peated his  blows  on  Mr.  JVhitefeld,  who  being  apprehen- 
five  that  he  intended  to  fhoot  or  flab  him,  underwent  all 
the  furprife  of  a  fudden  and  violent  death.  Afterwards, 
a  fecond  came  into  the  houfe,  and  cried  out  from  the  bot- 
tom of  the  (lairs,  *  Take  courage,  I  am  ready  to  help 
you.'    But  by  the  repeated  cry  of  murder,  the  alarm  was 
now  fo  great,  that  they  both  made  off.  "  The  next  morn- 
ing, fays  Mr.  Whitejicld,  I  was  to  expound  at  a  private 
houfe,  and  then  to  fet  out  for  Biddeford.    Some  urged  me 
to  flay  and  profecute;  but  being  better  employed,  1  went 
on  my  intended  journey,  was  greatly  blefled  in  preaching 
the  everlafling  gofpel,  and  upon  my  return  was  well  paid  > 
for  what  I  had  fufFered :  Curiofity  having  led  perhaps  two 
thoufand  more  than  ordinary,  to  fee  and  hear  a  man  that  had 
like  to  have  been  murdered  in  his  bed.    And  I  trufl  in  the 
five  weeks  time,  while  I  waited  for  the  convoy,  hundreds 
were  awakened  and  turned  unto  the  Lord.    At  the  dock 
alfo,  near  Plymouth,  a  glorious  work  was  begun.  Could 
the  fields,  between  Plymouth  and  the  dock,  fpeak,  they 
could  tell  what  blefled  feafons  were  enjoyed  there." 

Mr.  IVhhefield  embarked  again  for  America  in  the  begin- 
ing  of  Atigvjl,  1744,  though  in  but  indifferent  health.  He 
had  a  tedious  pafTage  of  eleven  weeks,  which  increafed  his 
diibrder.  When  he  arrived  in  New-England,  Col.  Peppercll 
and  others  received  him  gladly.  But  his  indifpofition  pre- 
vented his  reaching  Uojlon  for  three  weeks,  where  he  re- 
lumed 
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fumed  his  labors,  and  fet  up  a  lecture,  which  he  preached 
at  fix  in  the  morning.  "  I  feldom  preached  (fays  he)  to 
lefs  than  two  thoufand.  It  was  delightful  to  fee  fo  many 
of  both  fexes,  neatly  dreffed,  flocking  to  hear  the  word, 
and  returning  home  to  family-prayer  and  breakfaft,  before 
the  oppofers  were  out  of  their  beds.  So  that  it  was  com- 
monly faid,  that,  between  early -rifing  and  tar-water,  the 
phyficians  would  have  no  bufinefs."  In  (hort,  he  began 
to  think  of  remaining  in  America ;  but  the  unfavorable 
climate  fo  injured  his  conflitution,  and  the  debts  of  the 
Orphan-Houfe  were  fo  heavy,  that  it  was  neceflary  for 
him  to  make  a  voyage  elfewnere  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health,  and  to  think  of  Englijh  liberality  for  the  fupport 
of  this  eftablifhment  in  America,  Accordingly,  upon 
advice,  he  embarked  for  the  Bermudas,  where  ne  arrived 
on  the  15th  of  March,  1748. 

At  thefe  iflands  he  met  with  a  very  kind  reception  from 
all  forts  of  people,  and  preached  ulually  twice  a  day  for 
above  a  month,  in  various  parts  of  this  little  colony,  which 
is  placed  by  itfelf  in  almoft  the  middle  of  the  Atlantic  ocean. 
Thefe  have  been  already  celebrated  by  Waller  the  poet, 
and  the  late  bifhop  Berkeley,  who  refided  here  for  fome 
time.  Here  Mr.  Whitefield  obtained  a  collection  for  the 
Orphan-Houfe,  which  he  tranfmitted  to  Georgia ;  but 
dreading  to  go  back  to  America  in  that  feafon  of  heat,  and 
having  prefling  calls  to  England,  he  took  the  opportunity 
of  a  brig,  and  in  twenty  days  arrived  at  Deal,  and  on  the 
next  evening,  July  6,  1 748,  he  reached  Lond&n,  after  an 
abfence  of  near  four  years. 

On  Mr.  IVbiteficld's  vifiting  a  few  of  his  friends,  im- 
mediately after  his  return,  he  found  himfelf  in  no  very 
agreeable  fituation.  His  congregation  at  the  Tabernacle 
was  fadly  fcattered.  And  as  to  his  outward  circum fiances, 
he  had  fold  all  his  houfhold  furniture,  to  help  to  pay  the 
Orphan-Houfe  debt,  which  yet  was  far  from  being  can- 
celled. But  under  all  thefe  aifcouragements,  he  was  ftill 
iupported.  His  congregation  was  loon  re-united,  and 
received  him  with  the  greatefl  joy.  And  at  this  time  a 
very  unexpected  thing  happened  to  nim.  Lady  Huntingdon, 
before  his  arrival,  had  ordered  Mr.  How  el  Harris  to  bring 
him  to  her  houfe  at  Chelfea,  as  foon  as  he  came  on  fhore. 
He  went,  and  having  preached  twice,  the  Countefs  wrote 
to  him,  that  feveral  of  the  nobility  defired  to  hear  him. 
In  a  few  days  the  earl  of  Chejlerfield,  and  a  whole  circle  of 
them  attended  ;  and  having  heard  once,  defired  they  might 
hear  him  again.    "  1  therefore  preached  again  (fays  he)  ia 

the 
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the  evening,  and  went  home,  never  more  furprifed  at  any^ 
incident  in  my  life.  All  behaved  quite  well,  and  were  in 
fome  degree  affecled.  The  earl  of  Chefter  field  thanked  roe, 
and  faid,  «  Sir,  I  will  not  tell  you  what  I  fhall  tell  others, 
how  I  approve  of  you  or  words  to  this  purpofe.  At 
laft  Lord  Bolingbroke  came  to  hear,  fat  like  an  archbifhop, 
and  was  pleafed  to  fay,  6  I  had  done  great  juftice  to  the 
divine  attributes  in  my  difcourfe.*  boon  afterwards  her 
ladyfhip  removed  to  town,  where  I  preached  generally 
twice  a  week  to  very  brilliant  auditories.  Blefled  be 
GOD,  not  without  effectual  fuccefs  on  fome." 

In  September  1748,  he  made  a  third  vifit  to  Scotland, 
where  he  met  with  a  hearty  welcome.  Great  multitudes 
flocked  to  hear  him  both  at  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow.  u  I 
have  reafon  (fays  he)  to  believe  fome  have  been  awakened, 
and  many  quickened  and  comforted.  My  old  friends  are 
more  folidly  fo  than  ever,  and  a  foundation,  I  trufr,  has 
been  laid  for  doing  much  good,  if  ever  the  Lord  (hould 
call  me  thither  again.    Two  fynods,*  and  one  prefby  tery, 

brought 

•  He  means  the  fynods  of  Glajgotv  and  Perth,  and  the  prefbytery 
of  Edinburgh.  What  happened  in  the  fynod  of  Glafgoyu,  may  be  feea 
in  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  "  A  fair  and  impartial  Account  of  the  De- 
bate in  the  fynod  of  G/afoonv  and  Air,  6,  Oclober  1 748,  anent  employing 
Mr.  Wbitefield"  Publimed  at  Edinburgh  the  fame  year,  and  fuppofed 
to  be  written  by  the  reverend  Dr.  Erjkine,  who  was  then  minifter  at 
Kirkintilloch.  The  fhort  hiftory  of  the  matter  is  this.  A  motion  was 
made,  tending  toprohibitor  difcourage  minifters  from  employing 
Mr.  Whitejield.  The  fpeeches  made  in  fupport  of  the  motion,  were 
upon  the  following  topics.  His  being  a  prieft  of  the  church  of  En- 
gland. That  he  had  not  fubferibed  the  Formula.  His  imprudencies. 
Chimerical  fcheme  of  the  Orphan- Houfe.  Want  of  evidence,  that 
the  money  he  collects  is  rightly  applied.  Aflerting  that  aflurance  is 
effential  to  faith.  Encouraging  a  dependence  on  impulfes  and  imme* 
diate  revelations.  Declaring  on  (lender  evidence,  fome  people  con- 
verted, and  others  carnal  and  unregenerated.  Often,  indeed,  pre- 
tending to  repent  of  his  blunders,  and  retract ;  but  as  often  relapfing 
into  them.  And  laftly,  his  being  under  afentence  of  fufpenfion  by 
commiflary  Garden,  from  which  Tie  had  appealed  to  the  High  Court 
of  Chancery,  and  made  oath  to  profecute  that  appeal  in  a  twelve- 
month }  and  yet  it  was  never  pro  fee  u  ted.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
minifters  who  were  againft  the  motion,  fpoke  in  this  manner.  I 
blufh  to  think,  faid  one,  that  any  of  our  brethren  mould  befriend  a 
propofal,  fo  contrary  to  that  moderation  and  catholic  fpirit,  which 
now  is,  and  I  hope  *ver  wall  be  the  glory  of  our  church.  I  am  fen% 
fible,  many  things  in  the  church  of  Englandrxttd  reformation ;  but  I 
honor  her,  notwithftanding,  as  our  After  church.  If  biftiop  ButUr, 
biftiop  Sherlock,  or  bi  lhop  Seeker  were  in  Scotland,  I  (hould  welcome 
them  to  my  pulpit,  j'ji  this  I  (hould  imitate  Mr.  Samuel  Rutherford, 
a?  firm  a  pre(byterian  as  any  of  us,  who  yet  employed  bimop  UJker. 
There  is  no  law  of  Qtriflf  VP&ri  aflenibly  prohibiting  me  to  give 

my 
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brought  me  upon  the  carpet ;  but  all  has  worked  for  good/* 
While  he  was  in  Scotland,  he  endeavored  to  do  all  the  fer- 
vice  he  could  to  the  New  Jerfey  college,  and,  in  conjunction 
with  fome  minilters  who  wifned  well  to  that  inititution, 
advifed  the  fending  over  a  minifter  from  Amcrlcato  make 
application  in  perfon.  Which  was  afterwards  done  in  the 
year  1754,  when  Mr*  Tenncnt  and  Mr,  Davies  applied  to 

the 

my  pulpit  to  an  Epifcopal,  Independent,  or  Anabaptift  minifter,  if 
or  found  principles  in  the  fundamentals  of  religion,  and  of  a  fobcr 
life.    Our  church  exprcfsly  enjoins,  A6t  XIII.  April  1 7 1 1 .  that  great 
tendernefs  is  to  be  uled  to  foreign  proteftants.    The  requiring  Gran- 
gers tofubferibe  our  Formula,  before  they  preach  with  us,  would  lay 
as  effectual  a  bar  againft  employing  thofe  of  congregational  prin- 
ciples, or  prefbyterian  non-fubferibers,  as  thofe  of  the  church  of 
England.    As  to  Mr.  Wlitejield,  faid  another,  there  are  few  miniftcrs 
whofe  character  has  been  fo  well  attefted,  by  the  moft  competent 
judges,  both  at  home  and  abroad.    One  thing  I  cannot  but  obferve  : 
Thofe  who  have  fpoken  moft  warmly  againTt  Mr.  WhitefitU  in  this 
debate,  acknowledge  they  have  made  little  or  no  enquiry  into  his 
chara&er :  Whereas  thofe,  on  the  other  fide,  have  made  a  very*  careful 
enquiry ;  and  that  enquiry  has  turned  out  entirely  to  their  fatisiaclion. 
With  regard  to  his  imprudencies,  there  is  a  great  difference  betwixt 
blunders  owing  to  a  bad  heart,  and  thofe  that  are  owing  only  to  a 
mifmformed  judgemeut :  Efpecially,  when  the  miftakes  that  occa- 
floned  them,  have  mi/led  feveral  great  and  good  men.    Whether  Mr. 
Wbitcj\eld\  fcheme  of  the  Orphan-Houfe  be  prudent  or  not,  it  is 
dcmonftrable  it  was  honcftly  meant.    The  magiftrates  of  Savannah 
publifhed  three  years  ago,  in  the  Philadelphia  Gazette,  an  affidavit 
that  they  had  carefully  examined  Mr.  WbitcficUV s  receipts  and  dif- 
burfemcnts,  and  found  that  what  he  had  collected  in  behalf  of  the 
Orphans,  had  been  honeltly  applied  j  and  that,  bcfldes,  he  had  given 
conliderably  to  them  of  his  own  property.    As  to  his  maintaining, 
that  affurance  is  eflential  to  faith ;  encouraging  an  unwarrantable 
regard  to  imprefiions }  and  being  too  hafty  in  pronouncing  men  car- 
nal or  converted  ;  his  fentiments,  in  thefe  particulars,  nave  been 
altered  for  upwards  of  two  years.    And  now  he  fcarce  preaches  a 
fermon,  without  guarding  his  hearers  againft  relying  on  imprefiions, 
and  telling  them  that  faith,  and  a  perfuafion  we  are  juftified,  are  very 
different  things,  and  that  a  holy  lite  is  the  beft  evidence  of  a  gracious 
ftate.    Thefe  retractations  are  owing  to  a  real  change  of  fentiment. 
Letters  from  correlpondents  in  Nnv  England  mew,  that  this  change 
is,  at  lcaft,  of  two  years  date,  and  that,  ever  lincc  it  happened,  he 
has  preached  and  acted  with  remarkable  caution.    Laftly,  with  re- 
lpect  to  the  profecution  of  his  appeal  j  Mr.  WbilefieU  exerted  himftlf 
to  the  utmoft  to  get  his  appc.il  heard,  but  could  not  prevail  on  the 
Lords'*  Commiflioncrs  fo  much  as  once  to  meet  on  the  affair;  they,  no 
doubt,  thinking  of  Mr.  Gardens'*  arbritary  proceedings  with  the 
contempt  they  defcrved.    But  fay  fome,  '  Mr.  Wkitejiell  being  under 
a  fufpenfion  not  yet  reverfed,  is  now  no  minifter/    But  for  what 
was  he  fufpended  t  Why,  for  no  other  crime,  than  omitting  to  uie 
the  form  of  prayer  prefcribed  in  the  communion  book,  when  officia- 
ting in  a  prefbyterian  congregation.    And  fhail  a  meeting  of  prelbte- 

riao, 

'  Digitized  by  Google 


WHTTEFIELD.  443 

the  General  Aflembly,  and  obtained  an  appointment  of  a 
general  colleclion.  He  alio  began  to  think  of  making  his 
Orphan-Houfe  not  only  a  receptacle  for  fatherlefs  children, 
but  alio  a  place  of  literature  and  academical  ftudies.  Mean 
time,  he  went  on  in  his  ufual  way,  and  with  his  ufual  fuc- 
cefs,  at  London,  Brijiol,  and  Gloucefter,  during  the  winter; 
and  in  February,  1749,  made  an  excurfion  to  Exeter  and 
Plymouth,  where  he  found  a  ft  range  alteration  in  the  people, 
fince  he  had  been  fir  ft  there,  about  five  years  before;  they 
now  received  him  with  the  greateft  joy,  and  were  impor- 
tunate to  hear  him ;  and  many  of  them  gave  proofs  of  a 
folid  converfion  to  GOD.  In  March  1749*  he  returned 
to  London  from  an  excurfion  of  about  fix  hundred  miles  in 
the  weft,  where  he  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  that  his  former 
vifits  had  been  blefled  with  abundant  fuccefs.  In  May  he 
went  to  Port/mouth,  and  preached  every  day  for  more  than 
a  week,  to  very  large  and  attentive  auditories.  Many  were 
brought  under  convictions,  prejudices  feen.ed  to  be  univer- 
sally removed,  and  people,  that  a  few  days  before  were 
fpeaking  all  manner  of  evil  againft  him,  were  very  defirous 
of  his  longer  ftay  to  preach  the  go fpel  among  them.  In  the 
month  of  September  he  went  into  Northampton/hire  and  York- 
Jhire;  and  preached  at  Ound/e,  Abberford,  Leeds,  and  Ha- 
wortb,  where  good  Mr.  Grim/haw  (who  was  fo  indefati- 
gable in  his  endeavors  to  bring  louls  to  Chrifl)  was  minifter* 
In  his  church  they  had  above  a  thoufandi  communicants, 
and  in  the  church-yard  about  fix  thoufand  hearers.  In 
Jpr'd  1750  he  was  at  London  and  Port/mouth.  And  in  May 
went  to  JJhby,  to  wait  on  Lady  Huntingdon,  who  had  been 
ill.  In  his  way  thither,  he  had  a  moft  comfortable  inter- 
view with  the  reverend  Dr.  Doddridge,  Mr.  Hervey,  tec* 

Thus 

rian  minifters  pay  any  regard  to  a  fentence,  which  had  fuch  a  foun- 
dation ?  The  illue  of  the  debate  was  a  rejecting  of  the  motion  by  a 
vote,  27  to  13}  and  a  refolution  which  was  (o  expreit  as  to  be  a 
decent  burial  of  it;  laying  no  new  reirriftion  on  miiuftcrs  from  in- 
viting ftrangers,  but  leaving  things  precilely  as  they  were  before. 
And  they,  who  chofe  to  give  Mr.  Wbiu field  their  pulpits,  never  after 
met  with  any  molettation.  Upon  the  whole,  the  attacks,  made  on  Mr. 
WlitcfitUTs  character,  proved  the  occafion  of  informing  the  rvnod  cf 
the  taHhood  of  many  afperfions  thrown  out  againft  him,  of  the  great 
Sncreafe  of  his  prudence  and  caution,  and  the  remarkable  change  of 
his  fentiments  and  behavior,  fo  far  as  either  were  offenfive.  And  thug 
what  was  intended  for  his  reproach,  turned  out  to  his  honor. 

*  Mr.  Her*vey  thus  wrote  of  this  interview  to  a  friend  :  «  I  have 
feen  lately,  that  molt  excellent  minifter  of  the  ever-bkfied  Jejus, 
Mr.  IVbitefield.    I  dir.ed,  iupped,  and  fpent  the  evening  with  him  at 
Arortbiv/:j>tont  in  company  wii  Dr.  DoUUnJge,  and  two  pious,  inge- 
nious 
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Thus  he  employed  himfelf  inceflantly,  and  vifited,*m 
this  way,  moft:  parts  of  the  kingdom,  with  a  zeal  and  in- 
dcfatigability  that  are  almoft  incredible. 

In  May  1 751,  he  went  over  to  Ireland,  where  he  conti- 
nued his  labors  to  the  beginning  of  July  following,  when 
he  paired  from  Belfajl  to  Irvine*  and  from  thence  to  Glajgow. 
He  traverfed  part  of  Scotland,  and  came  to  Edinburgh;  and 
from  thence  on  the  6th  of  Augujl  he  fet  out  for  London,  in 
order  to  embark  a  fourth  time  for  America*  On  the  27th 
of  Odober  he  arrived  in  Georgia,  and  found  affairs  to  his 
fatisfa&ion.  Here  and  in  South  Carolina  he  fpent  the  win- 
ter; and  about  the  end  of  April  1752  he  failed  for  London, 
In  Englandhe  refumed  his  work  of  preaching  and  travelling, 
and  in  fhort  vifited  in  this  way  moil  part  of  the  ifland. 

On  the  7th  of  March  1754,  he  failed  again  for  America 
with  above  twenty  orphans,  but  put  in  at  Lijbon,  where  he 
was  highly  difgufted  with  fome  in  fiances  or  Popifti  fuper- 
flition.  He  again  traverfed  America,  making  (as  he  ufed 
to  call  it)  his  preaching  campaigns.  He  continued  upon 
the  Continent  till  the  end  of  March  1 75S>  and  then  em- 
barked for  England,  where  he  arrived  about  the  beginning 
of  May. 

He  then  went  his  ufual  circuits  till  the  approach  of  win- 
ter, where  he  returned  to  London,  and  preached  in  Long- 
acre  chapel  for  the  firft  time  on  December  23,  1755,  but  met 
with  all  forts  of  oppofition  and  difficulties.  This  induced 
him  to  propofe  the  building  a  new  chapel  in  Tottenham- 
Court-Road,  which  he  began  on  the  10th  of  May,  1756; 
and,  after  his  country  excurfions,  returned  to  open  it  on  the 

nious  clergymen  of  the  church  of  England,  both  of  them  known  to 
the  learned  world  by  their  valuable  writing*.  And  furely,  I  never 
fpent  a  more  delightful  evening,  or  faw  one  that  feemed  to  make 
nearer  approaches  to  the  felicity  of  heaven.  A  gentleman,  of  great 
worth  ana  rank  in  the  town,  invited  us  to  his  houfe,  and  gave  us  an 
elegant  treat ;  but  how  mean  was  his  provifion,  how  coarfe  his  delica- 
cies, compared  with  the  fruit  of  my  friend's  lips  \  they  dropped  as 
the  honey-comb,  and  were  a  well  of  life.  Surely,  people  do  not 
know  that  amiahlc  and  exemplary  man,  or  elfe,  I  cannot  but  think, 
inftead  of  depreciating,  they  would  applaud  nod  love  him.  For  my 
part,  I  never  beheld  fo  fair  a  copy  of  our  Lord,  fuch  a  living  image 
of  the  Saviour,  fuch  exalted  delight  in  GOD,  fuch  enlarged  benevo- 
lence to  man,  fuch  a  fteaily  faith  in  the  divine  promifes,  and  fuch  a 
fervent  zeal  for  the  divine  glory  j  and  all  this,  without  the  leaft  mo- 
rofenefsof  humour,  or  extravagancies  of  behaviour}  fweetened  with 
the  moft  enga^in^  thearfulnefs  of  temper,  and  regulated  by  all  the  fo- 
briety  of  reaion,  and  wifdom  of  Scripture  ;  in  fo  much,  that  I  can- 
not forbear  applying  the  wife  man's  encomium  of  an  illuftrious  wo* 
man,  to  this  eminent  mintfter  of  the  evcrlaiting  Goipcl :  Matty  fo/11 
have  done  virtuoujlj,  but  tbeu  excefoji  tbun  alL" 

feventh 
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feventh  of  November  following,  preaching  from  I  Cor.  \\u 
1 1*  Here  he  continued  to  labor  during  the  winter,  com- 
monly  preaching  about  fifteen  times  in  the  week,  though 
in  a  very  difordered  ftate  of  health. 

In  fpring  1757,  he  travelled  northward,  and  into  Scot* 
land,  where  he  met  with  a  very  kind  reception  from  many 
of  the  minifters,  who  were  gathered  in  general  affembly, 
and  from  the  Lord  Commiffioner  Lord  Cathcart  himfelf* 
From  Scotland  he  again  went  into  Ireland,  where  he  had  a 
narrow  efcape  from  the  Popifti  rabble  of  Dublin,  after 
preaching  a  loyal  as  well  as  a  gracious  fermon.  But  I 
"  left  (fays  he)  my  perfecutors  to  his  mercy,  who  of  per- 
fecutors  has  often  made  preachers.  I  pray  GOD,  I  may 
thus  be  avenged  of  them."  After  traverfing  many  parts 
of  Ireland)  he  came  again  into  England,  preaching  as  he 
journeyed,  and  arrived  at  London  in  Odober,  1757*  Here 
he  continued  his  work,  in  very  ill  health  :  "  I  am  brought 
now  (fays  he  in  a  letter)  to  the  fhort  allowance  of  preach- 
ing but  once  a  day,  and  thrice  on  a  Sunday  P 

In  the  year  1758,  he  vifited  Wales  and  Scotland,  and  re* 
turned  to  London  about  the  end  of  Oclober,  where  he  con* 
tinued  the  fucceeding  winter ;  and  in  the  middle  of  May, 

1 759,  he  again  opened  his  fpring  campaign  (as  he  termed 
it)  at  BrifioL  From  thence  he  pafled  again  to  Scotland  \n 
July.  His  vifit  to  Scotland  this  Year,  gave  occafion  to  a 
paffage,  which  was  much  for  his  honor,  and  a  full  confu- 
tation of  the  mercenary  motives  afcribed  to  him  by  fome  of 
his  adverfaries.  One  Mifs  Hunter,  a  young  lady  of  confi- 
derable  fortune,  made  a  full  offer  to  him  of  her  eftate, 
both  money  and  lands,  amounting  to  about  feven  thoufand 
pounds,  which  he  generoufly  refufed.  And  upon  his  re- 
fufing  it  for  himfelf,  fhe  offered  it  to  him  for  the  benefit  of 
his  Orphan-Houfe  in  Georgia,  which  he  alfo  abfolutely  re- 
fufed. Thefe  fadts  the  compiler  [fay 9  Dr.  Gillies,  mean* 
ing  himfelf]  has  from  undoubted  authority.  He  (bent  the 
winter  in  London,  and  got  his  chapel  enlarged.    March  14, 

1760,  he  made  a  collection  at  his  chapel  and  tabernacle,  of 
above  four  hundred  pounds,  for  the  diftrefled  P ruffians, 
who  had  (uffered  fo  much  from  the  cruelty  of  the  Ruffians, 
at  Ncwmark,  Coflrin,  fefV.  In  fummer  1760,  he  went  intQ 
Gloucefterjhire  and  Wales,  and  from  thence  to  BriftoU 
When  he  preached  at  the  tabernacle  in  Briftol,  there  were 
more  in  the  evenings  than.it  could  well  hold;  and  in  the 
fields  his  congregations  confifted  of  not  lefs  than  ten  thou- 
fand. In  March  1760,  he  made  collections  in  London  of 
above  four  hundred  pounds  for  the  diftrefled  Proteftants  in 

Prujia; 
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Prujfia  ;  and  in  February  1 761,  of  five  hundred  and  fi*ty- 
ty-four  pounds  for  the  German  Proteftants  and  for  AilFer- 
ers  hy  fire  at  Bo/Ion  in  New  England. 

During  great  part  of  this  and  the  former  year  he  labored 
nndergreat  weaknefsand  infirmity  of  body.  Hetook  a  ftiort 
voyage  to  Holland  in  1762;  and  the  fea-air  greatly  braced 
and  itrengthened'him,  infomuch  that  he  was  able  to  preach 
again  with  his  ufual  alacritv.  In  1763  he  travelled  north- 
wards and  to  Scot  land ',  and  at  length  from  Grtemck  failed 
again  to  Virginia,  where  he  arrived  in  Augufl.  From  hence 
he  went  up  and  down  in  America,  preaching  as  often  as  his 
itrength  could  bear)  and  arrived  at  Bojlon  in  February  1764. 
From  thence  he  went  flowly,  as  the  year  declined,  through 
the  Continent  to  Georgia,  where  he  employed  himfelf  about 
his  favorite  Orphan-Houfe  and  College,  till  February  1 765, 
when  he  travelled  northward,  and  at  length  failed  fiom 
New-York  to  England,  where  he  arrived  in  "July .  In  Oflobcr , 
he  opened  Lady  Huntingdon's  new  chapel  at  Batb. 

From  this  time  to  the  beginning  of  September  1769,  he 
was  employed,  as  often  as  health  permitted,  in  his  ufual 
labors;  and  then  for  the  feventh  and  laft  time  embarked 
for  America.  Here  he  fpent  his  laft  efforts  for  the  promul- 
gation of  the  gofpel,  and  at  length  departed  this  life,  in 
a  fit  of  the  afthma,  at  Newbury  Por  t,  in  New-England,  on 
the  joth  of  September,  1770,  where  his  remains  were  depo- 
sited. He  was  hot  full  fifty-fix  at  the  time  of  his  death; 
but  thirty-four  years  however  of  that  time  he  had  fpent 
in  the  miniftry.  As  to  his  perfon,  he  was  graceful,  and 
well  proportioned:  His  ftature above  the  middle  fizc.  His 
complexion  was  very  fair.  His  eyes  were  of  a  dark 
blue  colour,  and  fmall,  but  fprightly.  He  bad  a  fquint 
with  one  of  them,  occafioned  either  by  the  ignorance, 
or  the  careleflhefs  of  the  nurfe  who  attended  him  in  the 
meafles,  when  he  was  about  four  years  old.  His  features 
were  in  general  good  and  regular.  His  countenance  was 
manly,  and  his  voice  exceeding  ftrong;  yet  both  were  fof- 
tened  with  an  uncommon  degree  of  fweetnefs.  He  was 
always  very  clean  and  neat,  and  often  faid  pleafantly  '*  that 
a  minifter  of  the  gofpel  ought  to  be  without  fpot."  His 
deportment  was  decent  and  eafy,  without  the  leaft  ftiffhefs 
or  formality  :  And  his  engaging  polite  manner  made  his 
company  univerfally  agreeable.  In  his  youth  he  was  very 
{lender,  and  moved  his  body  with  great  agility  to  action, 
fuitable  to  his  difcourfe :  But,  about  the  fortieth  year  of  his 
age,  he  began  to  grow  corpulent;  which  however  was  foleiy 
the  effect  of  his  difeafe,  being  always,  even  to  a-  proverb, 
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Temarkable  for  his  moderation  both  in  eating  and  drink- 
ing. 

His  eloquence  was  very  great,  and  of  the  trueftand  noble  ft 
kind.  He  was  utterly  devoid  of  all  appearance  of  affecta- 
tion. He  feemed  to  be  quite  unconfeious  of  the  talents  he 
poflefled.  The  importance  of  his  fubje£t,  and  the  regard 
due  to  his  hearers,  engrofled  all  his  concern.  He  fpake 
like  one  who  did  not  feek  their  applaufe,  but  was  concerned 
for  their  belt,  interefts,  and  who,  from  a  principle  or  un- 
feigned love,  earneftly  endeavored  to  lead  them  in  the  right 
way.  And  the  effeel  in  fome  mealure  correfponded  to  the 
defign.  They  did  not  amufe  themfelves  with  commending 
his  difcourfes;  but  being  moved  and  perfuaded  by  what  he 
faid,  entered  into  his  views,  felt  his  paflions,  and  were  wil- 
ling, for  that  time  at  leaft,  to  comply  with  all  his  requefts. 
This  was  efpecially  remarkable  at  his  charity  fermons, 
when  the  moft  worldly-minded  were  madeto  part  with  their 
money  in  fo  generous  a  manner),  that  when  they  returned 
to  their  former  temper,  they  were  ready  to  think  that  it 
had  been  conjured  from  them"  by  fome  inexplicable  charm. 
The  charm,  however,  was  nothing  elfe  than  the  power 
of  his  natural  eloquence,  in  which  refpeel  it  is  not  eafy  to 
{ay,  whether  he  could  be  much  excelled  either  in  antient  or 
modern  times. 

He  had  a  ftrong  and  mufical  voice,  and  a  wonderful 
command  of  it.  His  pronunciation  was  not  only  pro- 
per, but  manly  and  graceful.  Nor  was  he  ever  at  a  lofs 
for  the  moft  natural  and  ftrong  expreffions.  Yet  thefe  in 
him  were  but  lower  qualities.  The  grand  fources  of  his 
eloquence  were  an  exceeding  lively  imagination,  which 
made  people  think  they  faw  what  he  defcribed ;  an  action 
ftill  more  lively  if  poffible,  by  which,  while  every  accent 
of  his  voice  (poke  to  the  ear,  every  feature  of  his  face, 
every  motion  of  his  hands,  and  every  gefture  fpoke  to  the 
eye;  fothat  the  moft  diflipated  and  thoughtlefs  found  their 
attention  involuntarily  fixed,  and  the  dulleft  and  moft  ig- 
norant could  not  but  underftand.  He  had  likewife  a  certain 
elevation  of  mind,  which  raifed  him  equally  above  praife 
and  cenfure,  and  added  great  authority  to  whatever  he 
faid.*    But  what  was  perhaps  the  moft  important  of  all, 

•  The  natural  language  of  thischriftian  fortitude  we  have  in  his  Let- 
ter CCLXXXIII.  "  The  Lord  only  knows  how  he  will  be  pleaied 
to  difpole  of  me  j  great  afflictions  I  am  fure  of  having ;  and  a  fud- 
den  death,  bleiTed  be  GOD,  will  not  be  terrible.  I  know  that  my  Re- 
deemer liveth.  I  every  day  long  to  fee  him,  that  I  may  be  free  from 
the  remainder  of  fin,  and  enjoy  him,  without  interruption,  for  ever/' 
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he  had  a  heart  deeply  exercifed  in  all  the  fociat,  as  weft 
as  the  pious  and  religious  affections,  and  was  at  the  fame 
time  moil  remarkably  communicative,  by  which  means  he 
was  peculiarly  fitted  to  awaken  like  feelings  in  others,  and 
to  fvmpathize  with  every  one  that  had  them. 

Great  was  the  lamentation  in  the  religious  world  upon 
his  death,  and  numerous  were  the  fermons  preached  upon 
that  occafion.  But  for  a  full  and  pathetic  account  of  thefe, 
we  mull  refer  our  Readers  to  the  large  account  of  his  life 
publiihed  by  the  reverend  Dr.  Gillies, 

His  Sermons,  Tradls,  and  Letters,  written  at  intervals, 
from  the  year  1734  to  1 770,  conftitutehis  written  Works  : 
And  thele  have  been  publifhed  in  fix  volumes,  Bvo.  fine* 
his  death. 

■CS   '  1  '    ■    1     1   1  1    il-MS-  ■  ■■  ■  l  ■    ii.  t  -    1    ■   » 

JOHN    GILL,    D.  D. 

THIS  learned  and  laborious  divine  was  born  at  Ketter- 
ing, in  Northampton/hire^  November  23,  O.  S.  1697. 
His  parents  were  Edward  Gill  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  whofe 
maiden  name  was  IValker*  They  were  religious  and  pious 
perfons;  whofe  circumftances  did  not  reach  affluence,  but 
were  above  contempt.  His  father  was  a  deacon  of  the 
Baptift  meeting  at  Kettering ;  and  was  eminent  for  his 
grace,  pietv>  and  holy  conversation.  He  firft  became  a 
member  or  a  congregation  in  the  fame  place,  confifting  of 
Prefbyterians,  Independents  and  Bapti (Is  :  In  which  congre- 
gation, befides  the  pallor  of  it,  there  was  a  teaching  elder 
of  the  Baptift  denomination,  Mr.  JVtlliam  fPallisf  who 
was  the  adminiftrator  of  baptifm  by  immerfion,  to  fuch 
adult  perfons  as  defired  it.  For  fome  time  this  mixed  con* 
gi  egation  continued  in  peace  and  harmony  :  but,  at  length, 
they  difagreed  and  feparated.  Mr.  Wallh  became  paftor 
to  thofe  of  the  Baptift  perfuafion ;  and  this  was  the  rife 
and  foundation  of  the  Baptift  congregation  at  Kettering. 
About  the  time  of  thefe  troubles,  Mr.  Edward  Gill,  who 
was  one  of  thofe  that  had  feparated,  entered  into  the  marri- 
age ftate  :  And  as  thofe  diflentions  prefled  him  much,  and! 
he  was  often  revolving  within  himfelf  the  condition  and 
circumftances  of  this  little  meeting  lately  fet  up,  which 
had  but  a  fmall  beginning;  and  what  muft  be  the  confe- 
rence of  things ;  he  had  ftrong  impreifions  upon  his  mind, 
tnat  the  child,  his  wife  now  became  pregnant  with,  would 
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kc  a  fon,  and  prove  of  eminent  diilin&ion  in  theBaptift  pro- 
leflion.  He  was  even  ftrongly  perfuaded,  that  this  child 
Would  be  a  mintfter  of  the  word :  And  he  always  retained 
firm  belief  of  it,  when  things  feemed  to  be  unpromifing. 
e  had  other  impulfes,  relative  to  his  fon,  and  to  other  per- 
fons  and  things ;  which  had  their  exact  accomplifhment : 
And  this  mud  be  acknowledged  by  all  who  knew  him,  that  * 
he  was  not  a  man  of  a  fanciful  and  melancholy  difpofition, 
nor  given  toenthufiafm.  We  take  this,  however,  and  the 
following  padages  from  the  author  of  the  i  Summary  of 
his  life*  &r.'  and  leave  them  to  the  judgement  of  our  Rea- 
ders. 

The  morning  this  firft-born  fon  of  his  was  brought  int<* 
the  world,  one  Chambers,  a  woodman,  came  to  his  houfe 
with  a  load  of  faggots  for  fuel :  And,  as  he  was  unloading 
his  faggots,  Mr.  GUI  came  out  of  his  houfe  to  him,  and* 
with  a  great  deal  of  joy,  told  him,  that  he  had  a  fori  born 
to  him  that  morning.  At  that  very  moment,  as  the  wood* 
man  affirmed,  a  ftranger  paffed  by  whom  he  never  faw  be- 
fore, nor  fince,  who  added,  «  Yes,  and  he  will  be  a  fcholaf 
too,  and  all  the  world  canrtot  hinder  it.*  This  the  wood- 
man, who  was  reckoned  a  man  of  fobriety,  honefty,  and 
veracity,  contlantly  and  confidently  affirmed  at  different 
times,  without  variation:  And  evert,  years  after,  wheii 
inquired  of  concerning  it;  nor  could  he  have  any  flmfler 
end  in  contriving  fuch  a  ftory,  and  pcrfifting  in  it.  How- 
ever, Mr.  GUPs  fon,  as  foon  as  he  was  capable  of  inllruc* 
tion,  difcovcred  a  very  great  aptitude  for  learning,  and  im- 
bibed it  as  fail  as  it  could  be  given :  So  that  he  was  quickly 
out  of  the  reach,  and  in  no  need  of  a  common  teacher  of 
children.  He  was  therefore  fent  to  the  grammar  fchoo!, 
very  early;  which  he  attended  with  uncommon  eagernefs 
and  diligence :  Infomuch  that  he  foon  not  only  trankended. 
his  co-aevals,  but  diitanced  even  greatly  his  feniors.  Herd 
he  continued  till  he  was  about  eleven  years  of  age;  during 
which  time,  notwithftanding  the  tedious  manner  in  which 
his  grammatical  knowledge  was  conveyed,  he,  befides  going 
through  the  common  fchool-books,  read  feveral  of  the  chiet 
Latin  clauses,  and  made  a  confiderable  proficiency  in  the 
Greek :  So  that  he  began  to  be  talked  of  as  a  youth  of  learn- 
ing; and  was  known  by  feveral  of  the  neighboring  clergy, 
by  whom  lie  was  fometimes  examined  at  a  bookfeller's  fliop 
(which  he  conflantly  frequented  on  market-days,  when 
only  it  was  opened) ;  to  which  he  fo  regularly  repaired,  for 
the  fake  of  confulting  different  authors,  that  it  became  an 
ufual  afTeveration  with  the  common  people  in  the  town ; 
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«  fuch  a  thing  is  as  Aire  as  John  Gill  is  in  the  bookfeller'j 
fhop.' 

He  left  the  grammar  fchool  rather  early  in  life.  The 
occafion  was  this  :  The  ichool-mafter  infilled,  that  the 
children  of  di denting  parents,  as  well  as  others,  mould  go 
with  him  to  church,  on  week-days,  at  the  hours  of  prayer : 
Upon  which  the  children  of diflenters  were  taken  away  from 
the  fchool,  and  he  among  the  reft.    Thofe  diflenters,  who 
were  in  affluent  circumftances,  fent  their  children  to  dif- 
tant  parts  for  their  further  education :  But  this  was  not  the 
cafe  with  his  parents.    This  was  a  very  difcouraging  cir- 
cumftance.    Several  ways  and  means  were  thought  of  by 
his  friends ;  hut  all  proved  fruitlefs.    Some  efforts  were 
made  hy  miniilers,  both  of  other  denominations  and  of 
his  own,  to  get  him  upon  one  or  other  of  the  funds  in  Lon- 
don, and  that  he  might  be  fent  to  one  of  their  feminaries 
of  learning.    To  this  end  accounts  of  his  progrefs  in  lite- 
rature were  fent  up  to  town:  But  the  anfwer  returned  by 
way  of  objection  was,  that  he  was  too  young ;  and,  fhoufd 
he  continue,  as  it  might  he  fuppofed  he  would,  to  make 
fuch  rapid  advances  in  his  ftudies,  he  would  go  through  the 
common  circle  of  learning  before  he  could  be  capable  of 
taking  care  of  himfelf,  or  of  being  employed  in  any  public 
fervice.    If  any  credit  can  be  given  to  the  ftory  of  the 
woodman,  concerning  what  the  ftranger  faid  on  the  morn- 
ing of  his  birth,  which  feemed  to  fuppofe  that  forrie  diffi- 
culties and  obftru&ions  would  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  his 
becoming  a  lcholar,  they  now  began  to  appear.    And  yet, 
notwithstanding  all  this,  fuch  was  his  deifire  of  learning, 
that  he  not  only  retained  what  knowledge  of  the  Latin  and 
Grcrk  languages  he  had  acquired,  but  he  improved  himfelf 
in  both,  by  conftantly  reading  all  fuch  books  in  thofe  lan- 
guages, as  he  could  ootain.    In  procefs  of  time  he  ftudied 
Logic,  Rhetoric,  Moral  and  Natural  Philofophy.  He 
likewife,  [no  Marte,  learned  the  Hebrew  language,  with- 
out any  living  afliftance,  hy  the  help  of  Buxtorf's  Gram- 
mar and  Lexicon.    With  only  thefe,  he  furmounted  the 
chief  difficulties  of  that  language:  And  could  foon  read  the 
Hebrnv  Bible  with  great  eafe  and  pleafure.    In  this  lan- 
guage he  always  took  peculiar  delight.    He  read  books,  in 
various  branches  of  literature,  in  the  Latin  tongue,  to  im- 
prove his  mind  with  whatsoever  was  ufeful:  And  particu- 
larly fy  llems  of  divinity.    For  fome  few  years  his  time  was 
daily  divided  :  Part  of  it  was  employed  in  his  father's  bufi- 
nefs;  and  the  other  part  of  it  in  clofe  ftudying.  And  thus  he 
went  on,  till  he  had  nearly  attained  to  the  nineteenth  year 

of 


Digitized  by  Google 


4 


GILL-  4$t 

t>f  his  age.  It  is  now  time  to  look  back,  and  take  fome 
notice  of  the  religious  turn  of  his  mind,  and  of  his  inquiries 
after  divine  and  fpiritual  things.  He  had  flight  convictions 
of  fin,  and  occasional  thoughts  of  a  future  ftate,  from  his 
childhood.  Sometimes  he  was  terrified  with  the  fear  of 
death,  he!J,  and  eternity;  and  itrangely  elated  with  think- 
ing on  the  joys  of  heaven,  the  glories  of  another  world, 
and  the  happinefs  of  faints  made  perfect  above.  But  thefe 
impreflions  were,  for  fome  time,  both  fuperficial  and  tranfi* 
tory.  When  he  was  about  twelve  years  of  age,  the  work- 
ings of  his  mind  became  more  ferious,  fettled  and  effectual : 
And  efpecially  after  hearing  a  fermon  of  Mr.  William 
Walli%$y  on  Gen.  iii.  9.  Jnd  the  Lord  GOD  called  unto 
Mam,  and  /aid  unto  him,  where  art  thou?  For  a  while  it 
was,  as  it  were,  continually  ringing  in  his  ears,  '  Man, 
where  art  thou?  What  a  wretched  ftate  and  condition  art 
thou  in?  How  miferable  wilt  thou  be,  living  and  dying, 
in  an  unconverted  ftate !'  Hence  he  ufed  to  call  Mr.  IVallis, 
if  any  man,  his  fpiritual  father,  who  died  foon  after.  And 
now  he  began  clearly  to  fee  the  depravity  of  his  nature; 
the  exceeding  (infulnefs  of  fin;  his  need  of  Chrijl,  and  fal- 
vation  by  him ;  and  of  a  better  righteoufnefs  than  his  own; 
even  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl,  to  be  received  by  faith : 
And  in  a  ftiort  time  he  was  favored  with  a  comfortable  hope 
and  faith  of  intereft  in  Him,  from  feveral  exceeding  great 
and  precious  promifes,  powerfully  applied  to  his  foul.  It 
was,  moreover,  his  happy  lot,  to  have  his  mind  early  irra- 
diated with  the  light  and  knowledge  of  evangelic  truths,  by- 
means  of  the  miniftry  of  feveral  gofpel-preachers  in  thole 
parts  of  the  country,  whom  at  times  he  had  the  opportunity 
of  hearing:  And  thefe  truths,  coming  to  him  with  power, 
failed  not  of  freeing  him  from  the  bondage  of  the  law,  and 
of  filling  him  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing;  yet  though 
he  early  arrived  to  fatisfaction  in  his  mind  about  his  eter- 
nal ftate,  he  did  not  make  a  publid'proteflion  of  religion 
until  he  was  almoft  nineteen  years  of  age;  partly  by  reafon 
of  his  youth  for  fome  time,  and  the  folemnity  of  a  pro- 
feflion;  and  chierly  in  the  latter  part  of  this  period  of  his 
life,  becaufe  he  perceived  the  eye  of  the  people  was  upon 
him  to  call  him  forth  to  the  miniftry,  as  foon  as  they  con- 
veniently could;  their  then  prefent  paftor  being  greatly 
involved  in  worldly  bufinefs,  and  one  who  much  needed 
afliftance. 

November  1,  17 16,  he  made  a  public  profefllon  of  his 
faith  in  Chrijl,  by  declaring  to  the  congregation  with  which 
he  ftood  connected,  the  dealings  of  GOD  with  his  foul, 
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to  their  fatisfadion  :  And  was  the  fame  day  baptized  (ac- 
cording to  the  mode  and  principles  in  which  he  had  been 
educated)  by  their  parlor,  Mr.  Thomas  IVallis,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  his  father  Mr.  William  IVallis  in  that  office* 

The  Lord's-day  following,  November  4th,  he  was  re- 
ceived a  member  into  the  congregation,  and  partook  with 
them  of  the  Lord's  fupper :  In  the  evening  ot  that  day,  at 
a  meeting  of  prayer  in  a  private  houfe,  he  read  the  titty  - 
third  chapter  of  Ifaiab,  as  fuitable  to  the  fervice  of  the 
day,  and  expounded  fome  paflages  of  it :  And,  at  the  clofe 
of  the  meeting,  fome  of  them  addrefled  him  to  this  pur- 
pofe,  *  Friend,  we  take  this  as  a  beginning  of  the  exercife 
of  your  minifterial  gift,  which  we  are  perfuaded  the  Lord 
has  beflowed  upon  you.'  And  accordingly,  the  next 
Lord's-day,  in  the  evening,  at  the  fame  place,  he  deli- 
vered a  fermon  on  1  Cor.  ii.  2.  For  I  determined  not  to  know 
any  thing  among  you,  fave  Jefus  Chrift,  and  him  crucified. 
Foe  a  few  days  he  continued  preaching  in  this  private 
manner  :  But  the  congregation  foon  called  him  to  exercife 
his  minifterial  gift  in  public,  and  fent  him  forth  as  a  minif- 
ter  of  the  word. 

Quickly  after  this,  at  the  motion  of  fome  of  his  friends 
at  London,  who  had  feen  and  converfed  with  him  in  the 
country,  he  removed  to  Higham- Ferrers,  about  fix  or 
feven  computed  miles  from  Kettering*  His  view,  and 
what  inclined  him  to  attend  to  this  motion,  was  to  carry 
on  his  ftudies  under  Mr.  John  Davis,  with  whom  he  was 
to  board  ;  a  gentleman  of  learning,  and  who  now  taught 
in  that  place  fome  branches  of  literature;  being  lately 
come  from  fVales,  and  fettled  pailor  of  a  new  Baptift  con- 
gregation lately  formed  at  Higham.  In  this  view,  however, 
young  Mr*  Gill  was  difappointed  ;  but  the  defign  of  Mr. 
ilUC%  friends  in  London  in  this  removal  of  him,  was, 
chiefly  to  be  aflifting  in  this  new  meeting,  and  to  the 
young  people  in  it,  and  to  preach  occafionally  in  the  ad- 
jacent villages.  Here  he  continued  the  year  following : 
And  in  this  time,  and  at  that  place,  he  contracted  ac- 
quaintance with  a  young  gentlewoman  of  great  piety  and 
good  fente,  whofe  name  was  Elizabeth  Negus ;  a  member 
of  the  new  gathered  fociety,  and  whom  he  married  in 
1 7 18.  The  doctor  was  always  of  opinion,  that  his  mar- 
riage with  this  excellent  perlon,  was  the  principal  thing 
for  which  GOD  in  his  providence  fent  him  to  that  place  : 
And  he  ever  confidered  his  marriage  to  her,  as  one  of  the 
capital  bleffings  of  his  life.  For  flie  proved  affeaionate, 
difcreet,  and  careful :  And,  by  her  unremitting  prudence, 
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took  off  from  his  hands  all  domeftic  avocations,  fo  that  he 
could,  with  more  leifure,  and  greater  eafe  of  mind,  purfue 
his  ftudies,  and  devote  himfelf  to  his  minifterial  fervice. 
This  wife  of  his  youth  lived  with  him  unto  the  year  1764,* 
and  by  her  he  had  many  children,  all  of  whom  died  in 
their  infancy,  except  three :  One  of  which,  whofe  name 
was  Elizabeth  (a.moft  lovely  and  defirable  child  for  perfon, 
fenfe,  and  grace)  died  May  30,  1738,  when  fhe  had  en- 
tered into  the  thirteenth  year  of  her  age.  Her  funeral  fer- 
mon  was  preached  by  her  father  from  1  Thefs.  iv.  13,  14. 
and  was  printed,  with  an  account  of  fome  of  her  choice 
experiences.  Mr.  Gill,  during  his  abode  at  Higham-Fer- 
rers,  very  frequently  preached  at  Kettering;  which,  at 
before  obferved,  is  but  fix  or  feven  miles  diftant.  The 
circumftances  of  the  paftor  there  requiring  afli  fiance,  Mr. 
Gill,  quickly  after  his  marriage,  wholly  removed  thither  2 
Where  his  miniftry,  from  the  beginning,  had  been  blefled, 
not  only  to  the  comfort,  but  to  the  converfion  of  many* 
But  his  continuance  here  was  not  long ;  for,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  17  iq,  the  Baptift  congregation  at  Horjlj- 
down,  Stutfrtvark,  being  deprived  of  their  paftor  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Stinton,  fome  of  the  members, 
hearing  of  Mr.  Gill,  defired  a  friend  of  his  to  write  to  him* 
and  invite  him  to  give  them  a  vifit,  and  preach  to  them  I 
which  he  did,  in  the  months  of  April  and  May,  the  fame 
year ;  and  then  returned  into  the  country.  About  two) 
months  after,  the  meeting  at  Horjlydown  wrote  to  him, 
requefting  his  return  to  them  in  the  month  of  Auguft  ; 
which  he  complied  with,  and  continued  preaching  to  them, 
till  about  Michaelmas  :  When  they  made  choice  of  him 
to  be  their  pallor,  and  called  him,  young  as  he  was,  to 
the  exercife  of  that  office  ;  which,  after  taking  fome  time 
for  confideration,  he  accepted  of.  And  now  he  met  with 
much  trouble  and  great  oppofition  from  many ;  partly  on 
account  of  his  youth  (he  not  being  quite  twenty-two  years 
of  age),  and  chiefly  becaufe  of  his  evangelical  way  of 
preaching.  But  GOD  was  with  him,  and  blefled  his  mi- 
niftry to  the  converfion  of  many  fouls ;  fo  that  large  addi* 
tions  were  made  to  the  fociety,  year  after  year,  for  a 
confiderable  time.  In  1723,  when  he  was  between  twen- 
ty-five and  twenty-fix  years  of  age,  it  was  the  will  of 
GOD  to- vifit  him  with  an  hectic  fever,  and  other  difgr-» 

•  She  died  OQobtr  10,  1764,  aged  fixty-feven  yean  and  five  months, 
having  been  married  to  the  Doctor  forty-fix  years,  tliree  calendar 
months,  and  nineteen  days. 
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ders  of  body;  which  greatly  wafted  and  confumed  him, 
and  threatened  his  life :  But  it  pleated  GOD  to  blefs  the 
means  made  ufe  of,  and  to  reftorehim  to  health  again. 

Itpleafed  GOD  (as  the  Reader  muft  have obferved  from 
the  account  already  given)  to  endue  him  with  ftrong 
mental  powers  and  with  an  eager  and  intenfe  defire  after 
improvement  in  knowledge.  As  he  grew  up  in  life,  he 
purfued  his  ftudies  with  indefatigable  diligence,  and  the 
clofeft  application:  By  which  means,  under  the  blefling  of 
GOD,  he  attained  to  a  very  fuperior  degree  of  folid  and 
ufeful  learning,  and  acquired  an  eft  abli  fried  character  tor 
it,  amongft  the  learned  of  all  denominations.  His  natural 
and  acquired  abilities  were  very  conliderable.  He  had  a 
quick  andclear  underftanding,  a  folid  and  penetrating  judge- 
ment, a  fertile  invention,  with  a  ftrong,  capacious,  and  un- 
commonly retentive  memory.  Blefted  with  thefe  gifts,  he 
was  enabled  to  improve  them  to  the  glory  of  GOD,  which 
was  the  grand  object  he  had  in  view.  But,  above  all,  his 
foul  was  enriched  with  a  confiderable  meafure  of  grace,  and 
the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  whereby  he  was  abundantly 
fitted  and  qualified  tor,  and  made  an  able  Minifter  of  the 
New  Teftament.  He  was  favored  with  a  large  experience 
of  the  grace  of  GOD;  great  acquaintance  with  the  fcrip- 
tures;  and  clear  light  into  the  gofpel  of  Jcfus  Cbrift* 

As  a  minifter,  his  deportment  in  the  pulpit  was  grave  and 
folemn:  His  language  plain  and  exprefiive:  His  method 
natural  and  eafy  :  His  reafoning  ftrong  and  nervous :  His 
addreflfes  affectionate :  His  matter  fubftantial,  clear  and 
confiftent,  well  digefted,  and  delivered  with  great  fluency 
and  accuracy,  which  failed  not  to  command  and  fix  the 
attention  ot  his  hearers.  In  prayer,  he  poured  out  his 
foul  with  great  freedom  and  fervency,  with  much  impor- 
tunity, familiarity  and  liberty;  and,  like  another  Apdlos* 
was  mighty  in  the  fcriptures,  and  had  the  tongue  of  the 
learned  to  fpeak  a  word  in  feafon.  The  great  doctrines  of 
the  gofpel  which  he  efpoufed,  and  which  heat  firft  let  out 
with  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  conftantly  and  firmly 
abode  by  through  life,  even  unto  death;  were  fuch  as  re- 
flect a  Trinity  of  perfons  in  the  Godhead — particular  and 
perfonal  election — the  everlafting  love  of  GOD  -  the  co» 
venant  of  grace — the  fall  of  Adamy  and  the  confequence* 
of  it — particular  redemption,  through  the  incarnation, 
obedience,  fufFerings,  death,  refurrecYion  and  interceffion 
of  the  Son  of  GOT) — pardon  through  his  blood — juftifir 
cation  by  his  righteoufnefs — the  efficacious  grace  of  the 
Jioly  Spirit  jn  regeneration — the  perfeverance  oj  the  faints 
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in  grace  to  glory — the  refurreclion  of  the  dead — and  eter- 
nal life — thele.truths,  with  all  thofe  doctrines  connected 
with  or  dependent  on  them,  this  faithful  iervant  of  Jefus 
Chri/lcMd  conitantly  labor  to  explain,  illuftrate,  and  defend : 
At  the  fame  time,  never  omitting  to  recommend  and  enforce 
the  feveral  duties  which  are  enjoined  us  in  the  facred  ora- 
cles of  eternal  truth.  He  did  not  ftiun  to  declare  the  whole 
counfel  of  GOD,  and  kept  hack  nothing  that  might  be 
profitable  to  the  people  ;  conftanrly  affirming,  that  thofe 
who  believe  mould  be  careful  to  maintain  eood  works.  His 
miniftry,  by  thebleffing  of  GOD,  was  very  much  owned, 
and  greatly  fucceeded  to  the  awakening,  converfion,  com- 
fort, inftruclion,  edification,  and  eftablifhment  of  many, 
who  enjoyed  the  opportunity  of  attending  upon  it. 

As  a  pa  ft  or,  he  conftantly  and  carefully  watched  over 
the  flock  committed  to  his  charge,  and  of  which  he  had 
taken  the  overfight,  with  great  affection,  fidelity  and  love; 
and  filled  up  his  place  in  the  houfe  of  GOD  with  honor  and 
\ifefulnefs.  In  this  office  he  continued  to  his  death,  above 
fifty-one  years;  laboring,  with  great  affiduity,  for  the  good 
of  fouls;  earneftly  contending  for  the  faith  once  delivered 
to  the  faints;  and  zealoufly  concerned  for  the  honor  of  the 
Redeemer,  his  caufe  and  interelt  in  the  world.  And  no- 
thing more  filled  him  with  grief,  than  when  the  divinity  of 
the  Son  of  GOD  was  denied,  or  any  attempts  made  to  lef- 
fen,  or  fink  the  dignity  of  his  perfon,  the  virtue  and  effi- 
cacy of  his  blood,  and  of  that  full  and  complete  falvation 
that  is  alone  in  him.  Nor  was  he  in  the  leaft  moved  from 
the  glorious  truths  of  the  gofpel,  by  the  fubtilty  of  any 
of  its  adverfaries.  He  exprefled  the  comfort  he  received 
from  thofe  words  in  Acli  xx.  24.  But  nor.c  of  thefe  things 
move  me;  neither  count  I  my  life  dear  to  my f elf  jo  thai  I  might 
finijh  my  courfe  with  joy,  and  the  minijlry  which  I  have  received 
of  the  Lord  Jefus,  to  teflify  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  GOD. 
And  through  divine  grace  he  was  enabled  to  hold  out  to  the 
lalt,  and  valiantly  to  contend  for  the  truth  on  earth. 

As  an  author,  he  difcovered  uncommon  abilities.  His 
numerous  publications,  all  written  with  his  own  hand,  are, 
and  will  be,  Handing  proofs  of  his  indefatigable  induftry. 
Jndeed,  his  labors  were  fo  numerous,  that  it  may  well  ap- 
pear, to  pofterity,  almoft  incredible,  that  any  one  perfon 
fhould  be  the  author  of  them.  Efpecially  confidering  the 
vaft  variety  of  authors  he  muft  have  read :  As  appears  by 
the  many  criticifms  he  has  made  on  the  languages,  in  which 
the  fcriptures  were  written.  The  judicious  elucidations 
of  the  hiitoricaj  parts  of  fcripture,  the  clear  explanation 
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pf  the  types  and  metaphors,  the  parables  and  prophecies ; 
the  illuftrations  of  the  truths,  doctrinal  and  practical,  tQ 
be  found  in  his  elaborate  and  voluminous  Expofition  of  the 
Old  and  New  Teflaments;  fufficiently  (hew,  that  tliis  emi- 
nent minifter  of  the  gofoel  had,  by  an  uncommon  blefling 
upon  his  labors,  attained  to  a  large  compafr  qf  ufeful  know- 
ledge.— Great  was  his  acquaintance  with  the  facred  Scrip- 
tures; with  Jnvi/h  learning;  the  Oriental  tongues;  the 
rites  and  cuftoms  of  eaftern  nations;  Greek  and  Roman 
poets  and  hiftorians;  the  liberal  arts  and  fciences;  eccle- 
fiaftical  hiftory ;  the  writings  of  the  fathers,  and  the  fe- 
veral  controversies  carried  on  in  defence  of  chrjftianity, 
His  writings  were  not  only  received  with  great  approbation 
in  thefe  kingdoms,  but  alfo  in  various  parts  of  America* 
Many  were  the  letters  he  received  from  the  minifters  and 
others  in  thofe  parts,  exprefling  the  high  elleem  they  ha4 
for  him  and  his  works,  and  the  great  benefit  they  received 
from  his  labors.    He  was  much  folicited  to  cultivate  ar* 
extenfive  correfpondence ;  but  this  he  was  obliged  to  de- 
cline, as  it  would  have  proved  too  great  an  avocation  from 
his  ftudies.    His  controverfial  tracts  abundantly  difplay  his 
consummate  ability  and  ikill  in  pointing  out  the  evil  nature 
and  tendency  of  erroneous  principles;  the  weaknefs  and 
fallacy  of  the  arguments  brought  to  fupport  them,  and  the 
inconclufivcnefs  of  the  objections  raifed  againft  the  troth; 
and  in  clearly  flating  and  folidly  defending  the  gofpel,  fo 
as  to  filence  its  advcrlaries,  and  confirm  the  faithful  in  their 
adherence  to  Chrifl  and  his  religion.    The  numerous  fer- 
mons,  pub|iflied  by  him,  are  fraught  with  rich,  folid,  evan- 
gelical truths;  deep  chriftian  experience;  and  the  moll  co- 
gent motives  to  every  good  word  and  work.  The  Body  of 
Doctrinal  and  Practical  Divinity,  which  he  lived  to  fee  fi- 
niflied  and  publifhed,  (hews  his  profound,  clear,  and  ex- 
tenfive underflanding  in  the  mvneries  of  GOD;  the  re- 
spective branches  of  practical  religion;  the  nature,  ufe,  and 
extent  of  the  divine  law;  and  the  pofitive  inititutions  of 
Jefus  Cbr  'ijh 

Notwithstanding  his  exalted  attainments,  he  was  meek 
and  humble,  of  a  tender  and  Sympathizing  Spirit;  weeping 
with  thofe  that  wept;  and  rejoicing  with  them  that  re- 
joiced: Ever  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  all  he  had,  of 
parts,  learning,  and  grace,  was  freely  bellowed  upon  him 
by  that  GOD,  from  whom  comes  every  good  and  perfect 
gift.  His  converfation  quite  through  life,  was  honorable 
and  ornamental;  fuch  as  became  the  gofpel  of  Cbri/i,  which 
he  profeffed  and  labored  in.    His,  Jajl  labors,  among  the 
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people  of  his  care,  was  from  that  part  of  the  fong  of  Za» 
chart  as  y  the  firft  chapter  of  Luke,  the  latter  part  of  the 
77th  vcrfe,  and  former  part  of  the  78th  verfe.  By  the  re- 
tmffion  of  their  Jins,— through  the  tender  mercy  of  our  GOD. 
Tnis  was  the  laft  text  he  preached  from.  His  health  lnd 
been  on  the  decline  for  fome  time;  and  he  himfelf  thought 
his  work  was  done.  The  decay  of  nature  was,  however, 
very  gradual.  His  complaint  was  lofs  of  appetite;  and 
frequently  a  violent  pain  in  his  ftomach:  His  appetite 
continued  to  fail  more  and  more,  till  at  laft,  for  fome 
time  b«:iore  his  death,  it  was  totally  loft.  He  bore  his 
•  liltation  with  great  patience,  compofure,  and  rehgna- 
tion  of  mind  to  the  divine  will;  without  uttering  the 
leaft  complaint;  without  ever  faying  to  GOD,  If  hat  doeft 
thou? 

He  could  have  wifhed  to  have  flnifhed  the  fong  of  Za~ 
char  las  y  and  alfo  the  dying  fong  of  good  old  Simeon,  in 
which,  he  thought,  there  was  foinething  fimilar  to  his 
own  cafe.  And  efpecially  he  longed  to  be  at  his  Nunc  di- 
piittis;  Now  lettefl  thou  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace;  with 
what  follows.  This  was  much  upon  his  mind,  and  he 
thought,  mould  he  live  to  go  through  that,  it  might  be, 
GOD  Would  then  give  him  his  difmiflion,  and  let  him  alfo 
depart  in  peace. — -But  his  decline  increafing  daily  upon 
him,  he  grew  weaker  and  weaker ;  fo  that  he  could  not 
proceed  in  his  delightful  work:  And  yet,  notwithftanding 
he  was  rendered  incapable  of  appearing  in  public,  he  con- 
tinued to  be  employed  in  his  ftudy,  till  within  two  or 
three  weeks  of  his  death ;  and  always  appeared  calm, 
ferene,  and  chearful.  His  faith  was  fteady,  and  his  hope 
firm,  to  the  laft. — To  a  relation  he  thus  expreflfed  him- 
felf: "  I  depend  wholly  and  alone  upon  the  free,  fovereign, 
eternal,  unchangeable,  and  everlafting  love  of  GOD;  the 
firm  and  everlafting  covenant  of  grace,  and  my  intereft  in 
the  perfons  of  the  Trinity;  for  my  whole  falvation:  And 
not  upon  any  righteoufnefs  of  my  own,  nor  any  thing  in 
me,  or  done  by  me  under  the  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit; 
nor  upon  any  fervices  of  mine,  which  I  have  been  affifted 
to  perform  for  the  good  of  the  church;  but  upon  my  in- 
tereft iri  the  perfons  of  the  Trinity,  the  perfon,  blood  and 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrjfi,  the  free  grace  of  GOD,  and  the 
blefluigs  of  grace  ftreaming  to  me  through  the  blood  and 
righteoufnefs  of  Chri/l;  as  the  ground  of  my  hope.  Thefe 
are  no  new  things  with  me;  but  what  I  have  been  long 
acquainted  with;  what  1  can  live  and  die  by.  And  this 
you  may  tell  to  any  of  roy  friendjj,— J  apprehend,  J  ihaU 
m  he  long  here," " 

He 
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He  exprefled  himfelf  nearly  in  the  fame  manner  to  other 
friends.  To  one  that  vifited  him,  he  faid,  *'  I  have  no- 
thing to  make  me  uneafy :"  And  repeated  the  following 
lints  from  Dr.  Watts, 

"He  rais'd  me  from  the  deeps  of  fin, 
The  gates  of  gaping  hell : 
And  hVd  my  ftanding  more  fecure 
Than  'twas  hefore  I  fell." 

This  tranquillity  of  foul,  and  inward  joy  and  peace  of 
mind,  never  left  him.  The  la  ft  words  he  was  heard  to 
fpeak  were,  "O  my  Father,  my  Father."  And  then  gent- 
ly he  fell  afleep  in  J  ejus,  without  a  figli  or  groan,  on  the 
14th  day  of  October,  1 771,  at  his  houfe  in  Camberzveh',  Sur- 
ry ;  aged  feventy-three  years,  ten  months  and  ten  days. 

His  Works,  and  Character.  In  the  year,  1724, 
he  printed  a  Sermon  on  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Smith,  from 
Rem,  v.  20,  21.  which  was  the  flrft  thing  printed  by  him. 
And  another  Sermon,  in  the  following  year,  entitled, 
46  The  Urim  and  Thummim  found  with  Chri/i,"  from  Dcut. 
xxxiii.  8.  In  1726.  he  engaged  in  a  controverfy  with  Mr. 
Maurice,  an  independent  minifter,  upon  the  mode  of  bap- 
tifm,  at  the  defire  of  his  friends,  who  certainly  were  pleafed 
with  fuch  abilities,  as  Mr.  Gilfs,  engaged  on  their  fide  of 
the  queftion. — However,  we  ftiall  fay  nothing  more  of  fuch 
controverftes  as  thefc  (which  are  quite  out  of  our  way,  be- 
ing by  no  means  eilential  to  falvation,  and  as  Dr.  Gill  him- 
felf appears  to  have  thought  by  making  no  fort  of  reliance 
upon  baptifmal  modes  in  the  account  of  his  dying  hopes 
juft  now  related)  than  to  deplore,  that  they  fhould  ever  di- 
vide the  real  children  of  GOD.  They  are  but  a  little 
flock,  when  united,  compared  with  the  world  :  And  they 
ought  not  to  do  the  work  of  the  dogs  and  wolves,  to  bite  and 
devour  one  another.  It  is  with  pleafure  we  communicate 
the  extract  of  a  letter  with  which  we  have  been  favored, 
written  by  the  late  Mr.  loplady  to  a  friend,  upon  the  fub- 
je<5t.  of  the  Baptifts,  whicn  does  a  juftice  to  Dr.  GUPs 
catholicifm,  which  we  wifti  might  be  followed  by  profef- 
fors  of  all  denominations*. 

Ia 

*  '  There  are,  to  my  knowledge,  (fays  Mr.  Top1ady%  fpeaking  of 
the  Baptifts)  fome  valuable  perlbns  {tattered  through  their  tribes  j 
humble,  exemplary  chriftians,  who  love  the  gofpel,  work  righte- 
oufnefs,  and  follow  peace  with  all  mtn.  This  3ge  has  not  produced, 
for  inftance,  a  more  learned,  pious,  and  profound  divine,  than  the 
late  Dr.  GUI.  He  was,  I  believe,  the  greateft  man,  the  Baptifts  ever 
enjoyed.  Ami  though  he  wrote  much  concerning  the  particular 
principle  by  which  his  denomination  is  diftinguilhed  j  yet  it  was,  for 
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In  the  year  1727.  Mr.  Gill  AniAted  and  publiflied  his 
Expofition  of  the  Song  of  Solomon.    The  year  before  he 
entered  upon  tins  Expohtion,  a  pamphlet  was  publiAied 
by  Mr.  li'hij;„i,  talieJ,  «  A  Supplement  to  Mr.  U  hlf- 
tons  late  LHay  towards  reAoring  the  true  text  of  the  Old 
TeAament,  bVs.'  1723,  in  which  he  endeavors  to  difcre- 
dit  the  authority  of  the  book  of  Solomons  Song,  and  to 
prove  it  to  be  a  fpurious  book,  and  not  fit  to  Aand  in  the 
canon  of  lcriprure.    His  objections  and  arguments  againft 
the  authority  of  it,  are  anfwered  by  Mr.  6/7/,  in  his  in- 
troduction to  this  Expofition;  or  rather  in  his  expofition 
of  the  firft  verfe  of  the  book,  which  contains  the  title  of 
it.    Whether  Mr.  Whijlcn  ever  faw  this  work,  is  not  cer- 
tain ;  it  feems  as  if  he  had  not,  by  a  remarkable  and  very 
flrange  paflage  in  the  memoirs  of  his  own  life  and  writings, 
publilhed  by  himfelf;  Part  IT.  p.  575,  which  Aiews  his 
obftinate  and  inveterate  oppofition  to  this  iacred  book,  to 
the  laA:  His  words  are  thefe.    *  About  siurufl  this  year 
(1748)  I  was  informed  of  one  Dr.  6'///,  a  particular  or 
CalviniA  HaptiA,  of  vvhofe  (kill  in  the  Oriental  languages 
1  had  heard  a  great  character:  So  I  had  a  mind  to  hear  him 
preach:  But  being  informed  that  he  had  written  a  folio 
book  on  the  Canticles,  I  declined  to  go  to  hear  him.'  A 
wife  reafon  indeed  !  The  hrA  edition  of  Mr.  Gill\  Expo- 
iltion  of  the  Song  of  Solomon  was  publiflied  in  1 728,  with 
a  tranflation  of  the  Chaldee  paraph  rale,  or  "Tar gum  of  that 
book,  and  with  notes  upon  it.    In  1751,  a  new  edition 
of  it  was  publiAied,  in  quarto,  more  correct,  and  with  fome 
additions.  His  worthy,  pious,  learned,  and  ingenious  friend, 
the  reverend  Mr.  James  Hcrvey  (in  his  Theronand  Afpafio^ 
Vol.  III.  p.  145.  edit.  5.)  was  pleafed  to  give  this  high 
encomium  of  it;  4  It  has  fuch  a  copious  vein  of  fancf  ified 
invention  running  through  it,  and  is  interfperfed  with  fuch 
a  variety  of  delicate  and  brilliant  images,  as  cannot  but 
highly  entertain  a  curious  mind;  which  prefents  us  alio, 
with  fuch  rich  and  charming  difplays  of  the  glory  of  Cbri/Ps 
perfon,  the  freenefs  of  his  grace  to  Aimers,  and  the  ten- 
demefs  of  his  love  to  the  church,  as  cannot  but  adminiAer 
the  moA  excjuifite  delight  to  the  believing  foul. — Conii- 
dered  in  both  thefe  views,  I  think  the  work  refembles  the 
paradifaical  garden  defcribed  by  Milton,  in  which, 

*  Bloflbms  and  fruits  at  once  of  golden  hue 

*  Appear'd,  with  gay  enamel'd  colors  mix'd.* 

the  mod  part,  in  his  own  defence.  And  I  can  repeat  it,  to  his  honor, 
that,  intimate  with  him  as  I  was,  I  never,  ib  much  as  once,  heird 
Jiim  drop  a  fmgle  hint,  in  all  our  convolutions,  directly  or  indirectly, 
concerning  the  article  of  baptitin,* 

A  third 
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A  third  edition  of  the  Expofition  was  publiflied  in  1767, 
with  many  additions. 

In  the  year  1728,  he  publiflied  a  Treatife  concerning  the 
prophecies  of  the  Old  Teftament  refpecting  the  Mtffiab. 
The  occafion  of  which  was  this :  In  1 724,  a  book  was  pub- 
liflied, called,  c  A  Difcourfe  of  the  Grounds  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  Religion,  fafc.'  well  known  to  be  written  by  Anthony 
Collins  Elq;  a  deiftical  writer.  Many  anfwers  were  writ- 
ten to  one  part  or  other  of  this  book :  To  which  the  au- 
thor replied,  in  another  book,  called,  «  The  Scheme  of 
literal  Prophecy  confidered,  fcfr.'  publiflied  in  1727,  which 
was  chiefly  pointed  at  Dr.  Edward  Chandler,  bilhop  of 
Durham,  who  had  written  againft  the  former:  It  was  to 
this  latter  book,  chiefly,  Mr.  Gill  made  anfwer,  and  to 
which  he  was  led  by  the  following  incident :  A  certain  gen- 
tleman aflerted  in  converfation,  that  no  Calvinift  could 
write  in  this  controverfy  to  any  advantage.  What  his  rea- 
fbn  was,  for  fo  faying,  or  whether  any  was  afligned  by  him, 
is  not  remembered.  Some  of  Mr.  GilCs  friends  being  p re- 
fen  t,  thought  of  him;  and  took  an  opportunity  of  mov- 
ing it  to  him,  and  importuned  him  to  engage  in  this  con- 
troverfy* Upon  which  he  preached  a  fet  of  fermons  on 
the  prophecies  relating  to  the  M(£iahy  in  a  regular  order, 
fuited  to  the  hiftory  of  the  life  of  Jcjus;  and  then  made  ex- 
tracts out  of  them,  which  he  publiflied  under  the  title  of 

The  Prophecies  of  the  Old  Teftament,  refpecting  the? 
AfcJJiah,  confidered  and  proved  to  be  literally  fulfilled  in  Jc~ 
fusf  in  anfwer  to  the  above  book.  This  work  of  his  met 
with  the  approbation  of  fome  men  of  learning  and  judge- 
ment, and  even  of  the  very  perfon  above  mentioned,  whofe 
attention  was  the  occafion  of  it.  A  lift  and  catalogue  of 
the  various  pieces  publiflied  during  this  controverfy,  was 
collected  by  that  moft  indefatigable  inquirer  after  books, 
the  learned  Fabriciusy  of  Hamburgh,  in  his  SaJutaris  Lux 
Evangelih&c.  c.  9.  p.  173,  &c.  Hamburgh,  173 1. 

The  miniftry  of  Mr.  Gill  being  acceptable  not  only 
to  his  own  people,  but  likewife  to  many  of  other  domi- 
nations ;  fome  gentlemen  moved  among  thcmfelves  to  fet 
tip  a  lecture  on  fome  day  in  the  week,  that  they  might 
have  the  opportunity  of  hearing  him.  Accordingly,  fe- 
veral  met  together,  and  forming  themfelves  into  a  foci- 
ety,  agreed  to  have  a  lecture  on  fVednefday  evenings,  and 
fet  on  foot  a  fubfeription  to  fupport  it.  Upon  their  in- 
vitation, Mr.  GUI  undertook  that  lecturefliip,  and  con- 
tinued in  it  with  great  conftancy,  applaufe,  and  ufeful- 
nefs.  It  was  fet  up  in  the  year  1729,  and  he  conti- 
nued 
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troed  preaching  it  (very  rarely  miffing)  until  1756,  near 
twenty-feven  years :  When  he  gave  it  up,  by  reafon  of 
age  and  multiplicity  of  work  upon  his  hands;  and  preach- 
ed a  farewei  iermon  to  the  fociety,  on  Aels  xxvi.  22,  23. 
which  was  publifhed  that  year.  This  lecture  was  pro- 
ductive of  many  of  his  printed  works  ;  not  only  of  fingle 
annual  fermons  on  various  fubjects,  but  of  whole  treatiles: 
-As  on  the  Trinity,  and  Juftification,  the  Caufe  of  GOD 
and  Truth,  and  of  feveral  of  his  Commentaries  on  fome  of 
the  books,  both  of  the  Old  and  of  the  New  Teftament,  of 
all  which  more  hereafter. 

In  1730,  a  fet  of  gentlemen,  chiefly  of  the  Independent 
denomination,  thought  fit  to  fet  up  a  temporary  lecture  for 
the  winter  and  fpring  feafons  following;  and  chofe  nine  mi- 
ni Aers  to  preach  in  it,  on  fome  of  the  mod  important  doc- 
trines of  chriftanity:  Each  having  his  fubject  allotted  to 
him.  The  minifters  were,  Mr.  Robert  Bragve,  Mr.  Thomas 
Bradbury,  Mr.  John  Hurrion,  Mr.  Thomas  Ha/I,  Mr.  Peter 
Goodwin,  Mr.  'John  S  laden  y  Mr.  Abraham  Taylor,  Mr. 
Samuel  IVilfon,  and  Mr.  John  Gill.  Thefe  accepted  of  the 
invitation  given  them,  and  preached  two  fermons  each,  on 
the  fubject  reflectively  affigned  them :  And  when  they  had 
finimed  the  courfe  of  them,  the  gentlemen  defired  the  fer- 
mons might  be  printed ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  in 
two  volumes  8x  'Ot  in  173^*  ^^r.  Gilts  fubject  was  the  Re- 
furreclion  of  the  Dead.  His  two  fermons  upon  it  have  fince 
been  printed  feparately.  In  1731,  Mr.  Gill  publifhed  a 
€X  Treatife  on  the  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity,"  which  was  the 
fubftance  of  feveral  difcourfes  delivered  on  that  fubject  at 
the  fVedncfday  Evening  Lecture,  and  publifhed  at  the  re- 
queft  of  the  lociety :  The  occafion  of  which  was,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  Sabcllianifm  among  fome  of  the  Baptifls.  In  par- 
ticular, one  Mr.  Davis,  a  phyiician,  and  a  Baptift  mem- 
ber, wrote  a  treatife  called  «  The  great  Concern  of  Jtw 
and  Gentile i  with  fome  other  little  pamplilets,  which  had 
a  tendency  this  way;  and  which,  though  very  trifling 
things,  having  fcarce  any  fhew  of  argument  in  them,  yet 
it  feemed  expedient  they  mould  be  taken  notice  of  in  the 
courfe  of  thefe  Sermons  on  the  Trinity.  A  fociety  of 
young  men,  who  kept  up  an  exercife  of  prayer,  on  Lord's- 
day  mornings,  at  Mr.  GiW%  meeting-houfe  at  Horfly- 
down,  defired  him  to  preach  a  fermon  to  them  Decem- 
ber 25,  1732,  which  he  did,  on  the  fubject  of  Prayer: 
And,  in  the  year  following,  on  the  fame  day  of  the  month, 
be  preached  another,  to  the  fame  fociety,  on  fmging  of 
Pfalms,  from  1  Cer.  xiv.  15.  which  were  fucceflWely  printed 
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at  their  requeft.  Both  thefe  fermons  were,  afterwards,  re* 
printed  together. 

In  1735,  and  in  the  three  following  years,  Mr.  Gill  pub- 
lifhed  his  Caufe  of  GOD  and  Truth,  in  four  volumes,  ula- 
vo.  In  the  firft  part  of  this  work,  thofe  paflages  of  fcripture 
are  confidered,  which  the  Arminians  make  ufe  of  in  favor 
of  their  fentiments  concerning  Election  and  Reprobation, 
Original  Sin,  Redemption,  Free-will,  and  the  Perfeverance 
of  the  Saints;  and  the  true  fenfeof  fuch  paflages  is  given, 
and  they  are  vindicated  from  the  falfe  glofles  put  upon  them* 
In  the  fecond  part,  the  paflages  of  fcripture,  which  aie 
made  ufe  of  hv  the  Calvin  ifts  in  fupport  of  their  fenfe  of 
the  above  doctrines,  are  explained,  the  true  meaning  of 
them  defended,  and  the  cavils  of  the  Arminians  anfwertxi. 
The  contents  of  thofe  two  parts  are.extracts  from  fermons 
preached  on  thofe  feveral  texts,  at  the  Wedncfday  Evening 
Lecture.  The  third  part  contains  the  arguments  from  rea- 
fon  againft  thefe  doctrines.  And  the  fourth  part  gives  the 
fenfeof  theantient  fathers,  before  Aujlin,  concerning  thofe 
points.  In  1736,  was  publifhed,  by  an  anonymous  writer, 
a  pamphlet,  called,  c  Some  Doctrines  in  the  Supralapfa- 
rlan  Scheme  examined,  l$c?  which  Mr.  17/7/ anfwered  in  a 
tract  entitled  "  Truth  defended,  &c"  In  1737,  Mr.  67x7/ 
was  engaged  in  the  baptifmal  controverfy  with  Mr.  Samuel 
Browne,  a  diflenting  miniftcr;  all  of  which  we  fhall  pafs 
over,  for  reafons  already  given.  In  this  year  he  wrote  and 
publifhed  Remarks  on  Mr.  Samuel  Chandlers  Sermon 
preached  to  the  focieties  for  the  reformation  of  manners, 
relating  to  the  moral  nature  and  fitnefs  of  things. 

When  Mr.  Gill  firft  came  to  fettle  in  London,  which  was 
in  the  year  1719,  he  became  intimately  acquainted,  as  he 
had  been  in  fome  meafure  before,  with  that  worthy  miniiler 
of  the  gofpel,  Mr.  John  Skcpp,  author  of  the  Divine  Ener- 
gy :  The  fecond  edition  of  which  book,  in  17  51,  Mr.  then 
Dr.  Gill,  revifed,  and  divided  the  work  into  chapters,  with 
contents,  for  the  more  eafy  reading  and  better  undemand- 
ing ir;  and  prefixed  a  recommendatory  preface  to  it,  the 
memory  of  that  excellent  man  being  dear  to  him.  This 
gentleman,  though  he  had  not  a  liberal  education,  yet,  af- 
ter he  came  into  the  miniitry,  through  great  diligence  and 
induftry,  acquired  a  large  fhare  of  knowledge  in  the  lan- 
guages in  which  the  Bible  was  originally  written:  And 
efpecially  in  the  Hebrew  language;  in  which  he  took  im- 
menfe  pains,  under  the  direction  of  a  Jew  teacher,  and 
even  dipped  into  Rabbinical  Hebrew  and  writings  pretty 
deeply.    As  Mr.  Gill  had  taken  great  delight  in  the  Hr~ 
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%rew  language,  as  before  obferved,  his  converfation  with 
this  worthy  minifter  rekindled  a  flame  of  fervent  defire  to 
obtain  a  more  extenfive  knowledge  of  it ;  and  efpecially  of 
Rabbinical  learning,  which  he  then  had  but  imall  acquain- 
tance with,  and  little  notion  of  any  nfeiulnefs  from  it, 
which  he  now  began  to  perceive,  and  more  fully  after- 
wards.   This  gentleman  dying  in  a  year  or  two  after  Mr. 
Cilfs  fixing  in  London,  he  purchafed  molt  of  his  Hebrew 
and  Rabbinical  books  ;  and  now  went  to  work  with  great 
eagernefs,  in  reading  them,  and  many  others,  which  he 
afterwards  obtained  of  a  Jewijb  Rabbi  he  became  acquaint- 
ed with.    He  plainly  faw,  that  as  the  New  Teftament  was 
written  by  men  who  had  all  of  them  been  Jews,  and  who, 
notwithftanding  their  being  infpired,  muft  needs  retain 
and  ufe  many  of  the  idioms  of  their  language,  and  allude 
to  rites,  ceremonies,  and  cuftoms  peculiar  to  that  people  ; 
fo  the  writings  of  the  Jews,  efpecially  the  more  antient 
ones,  who  lived  neareft  the  times  of  the  apoftles,  could  not 
but  be  of  ufe  for  the  better  underftanding  the  phrafeology 
of  the  New  Teftament,  and  the  rites  and  cuftoms  to  which 
it  frequently  alludes.    With  this  view,  he  fet  about  read- 
ing their  Targums,  the  Mijhna,  the  Talmuds,  the  Rabbot, 
their  antient  commentaries,  the  book  of  Zohar9  and  what- 
ever elfe,  of  this  kind,  he  could  meet  with :  And  in  a  courfe 
of  between  twenty  and  thirty  years  acquaintance  with 
thofe  fort  of  writings,  he  collected  together  a  large  num- 
ber of  obfervations.    Having  alfo  gone  through,  in  this 
time,  molt  part  of  the  New  Teftament,  in  a  way  of  ex- 
pofition,  in  the  courfe  of  his  miniftry;  he  put  all  toge- 
ther, and  in  the  year  1745  propoled  to  publifh  an  Exposi- 
tion of  the  whole  New  Teftament,  in  three  volumes,  fo- 
lio.   And  the  work  meeting  with  encouragement  very 
quickly,  it  was  put  to  the  prefs  the  fame  year,  and  was 
fmifhed,  the  firft  volume  in  1746,  the  fecond  in  1747,  and 
the  third  in  1 748. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  this  work,  in  1748,  Mr.  Gill  re- 
ceived a  diploma  from  the  A  farifchal  college  and  univerfity 
at  Aberdeen,  creating  him  doctor  in  divinity,  on  account  of 
his  knowledge  of  the  fcriptures,  of  the  Or icntal  languages, 
and  of  Jewijh  antiquities,  as  exprefTed  in  the  diploma  X 
Along  with  which,  or  quickly  after,  he  received  two  let- 
ters, one  from  Profeflbr  O/born,  principal  of  the  univerfi- 
ty, declaring  to  him,  that  on  account  of  his  learned  de- 
fence of  the  true  fenfe  of  the  holy  fcriptures  again  ft  Deifts 
and  Infidels,  and  the  reputation  his  other  works  had  pro- 
cured him  in  the  learned  world,  as  foon  as  it  was  moved  in 
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their  unlverfity  to  confer  the  degree  of  doctor  In  drvmltjP 
on  him,  it  was  readily  agreed  unto:  Which  motion  wat 
declared  to  be  without  the  knowledge  or  Mr.  Gill;  an<f 
that  he  (Dr.  OJborn),  as  Frimarius  Profeflb»-,  made  a  pre- 
fent  to  him  of  what  was  due  to  him  on  fuch  a  promotion. 
The  other  letter  was  from  Piofellbr  PcJhck,  fJrofefTor  of 
divinity  in  the  fame  univerfity,  and  afterwards  principal  of 
it :  In  which  he  figniiied  to  Mr.  GUI,  that  tlteir  fociety  of 
the  MunfctMilcoWtgc  had,  with  gieat  chearfulnefs,  created 
him  doctor  in  divinity,  on  account  of  that  fpirit  of  learn- 
ing which  appeared  in  his  excellent  Commentary  on  the 
Isew  Teftament ;  and  congratulated  him  upon  it* 

In  i74Q,  the  Doctor  was  engaged  in  feveral  controvert 
fies  refpecting  bapttfm  with  various  pei  fons.  A  few  cir- 
ciimitantial  things,  or  fubordinate  principles,  have  occa- 
fioned  more  difputes  in  the  Chriftian  church,  than  all  the* 
eiTential  or  fundamental  truths  put  together.  In  1 75.2,  the 
Doctor  wrote  an  anfwer  to  a  pamphlet  called  *  Serious 
Thoughts  upon  the  Perfeverance  ot  the  Saints;9  written, 
as  it  after  appeared,  by  Mr.  'John  Wejley  :  Who,  in  another 
pamphlet,  (tufted  the  controverfy,  from  Perfeverance  to 
Predeftination.  Mr.  Wejley  entitled  his  piece,  4  Predefti- 
nation  calmly  confidered :  In  which  he  raollly  contents 
himfelf  with  haranguing  on  reprobation.  To  this  the 
Doctor  returned  an  anfwer  the  iime  year,  and  to  the  ex- 
ceptions Mr.  Wejley  had  made  to  paYt  of  his  "  Treatife  on 
Perfevt  i  ance,"  reflecting  fome  palTages  of  fcripture brought 
into  the  controverfy  ;  without  attempting,  however,  to 
anfwer  one  argument  advanced  by  the  Docior  in  vindica- 
tion of  that  doctrine.  In  1753,  a  pamphlet  being  publim- 
ed  upon  the  old  difpute  of  baptifm,  the  Doctor  thought 
proper  to  notice  it  by  publifhing  another.  In  1755,  he  re- 
published Dr.  Crijfs  works,  in  two  volumes,  oftavo,  with 
explanatory  notes  on  fuch  paflages  as  had  been  excepted  to 
in  them,  or  needed  any  explanation  ;  with  fome  Memoirs 
of  the  Doctor's  life.  In  1756,  he  quitted  his  Wedncjday- 
Evening  Lecture,  as  before  related,  and  published  propo- 
sals for  printing  his  "  Expofition  of  the  Prophets,"  both 
the  large  and  fmaller,  in  two  volumes,  folio :  And  which 
were  publifhed  in  the  two  following  years,  1757,  1758; 
with  an  Introduction  to  them  on  prophecy,  and  with  a 
DuTertation  at  the  clofe  of  them  concerning  the  Apocry- 
phal writings.  In  the  year  1757,  a  new  ineeting-houfe 
was  erected,  in  Carter-lane,  St,  Olavi i-ftreei^  Soutbwark* 
which  was  opened  Ottober  o,  in  the  fame  year,  when  twe* 
fermons  were  preached  by  him  on  Excd,  xx.  24.  and  after- 
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Wards  printed,  entitled,  "  Attendance  in  Places  of  reli- 
gious Worfhip,  where  the  Divine  Name  is  recorded,  en- 
couraged." In  1 761  the  Doctor  publiihed  propqfals  for 
printing  the  remainder  of  his  Expofi.ion  of  the  Old  Tes- 
tament ;  beginning  at  Genefis,  and  ending  with  Solomon's 
Song  :  The  tirft  volume  of  which  was  publiihed  in  the  be- 


Irt  the  year  1765,  the  old  controverfy  about  baptifm 
again  revived,  which  we  fhall  pafs  over  in  filence.  In  1767 
the  Doctor  publifhed  a  "  DifTertation  on  the  Antiquities  of 
the  Hebrew  Language,  Letters,  Vowel-Points,  and  Ac- 
cents," This  has  been  a  fubject  of  much  altercation  among 
the  learned,  to  whom  we  mall  leave  it ;  only  obferving, 
that  if  not  one  jot  or  tittle  /hall  pafs  away from  the  law  till  all  be 
fulfilled;  how  came  it  to  pafs,  that  all  the  jots  and  tittles 
(if  the  points  are  fuch)  have  been  removed  from  the  MS 
copies  of  the  law,  read  in  the  temple  and  fynagogues ;  and, 
by  what  authority,  if  they  ever  were  there  ?  But — no* 
no  ft  rum  eft  tantas  componere  lites* 

In  the  fame  year,  Dr.  Gill  collated, the  various  paflages  of 
the  Old  Teftament,  quoted  in  the  Afiftma^  in  the  Talmudsf 
both  jferufalem  and  Babylonian^  and  in  the  Rabboth ;  and 
extracted  the  variations  in  them,  from  the  modern  printect 
text ;  which  he  fent  to  Dr.  Kenmcotty  at  Oxford*  then  collat- 
ing the  feveral  Hebrew"  manufcripts  of  the  Old  Teftament 
that  might  be  met  with  in  any  of  the  libraries  in  Europe;  and 
which  Dr.  Kennicott  thus  acknowledged  his  receipt  of,  in 
his  ftate  of  that  collation,  publifhed  in  the  year  1767  :  *  I 
have  been  highly  obliged  by  the  reverend  and  learned  Dr. 
Cilly  who  has  extracted  and  fent  me  the  variations  from  the 
modern  Bibles  in  the  paflages  quoted  in  the  Talmuds,  both 
of  jferufalem  and  Babylon^  and  alfo  in  the  Kabboth :  Which 
variations,  in  thefe  antient  books  of  the  fewsy  affect  the 
Hebrew  text  of  the  Old  Teftament,  as  the  variations  in 
the  antient  chriflian  fathers  affect  the  Greek  text  of  the 
New.'  In  the  year  1769,  he  publifhed  a  Body  of  Doctri- 
nal Divinity,  in  two  volumes,  quarto ;  which  contain  the 
fubffance  ot  what  he  delivered  from  the  pulpit  to  the  peo- 
ple under  his  care,  for  the  fpace  of  upwards  of  five  years  : 
And  he  gave  the  public  reafon  to  expect  a  third  volume, 
then  preparing,  which  would  contain  a  Body  of  Practical 
Divinity,  and  which  he  propofed  to  do  when  he  began  his 
Courfe  of  Doctrinal  Divinity,  as  his  Introduction  to  that 
Ihews.    In  the  year  1770,  his  Body  of  Practical  Divinity 
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publifhed:  Which,  with  the  other  two  volumes,  completes 
his  whole  fcheme  of  Divinity;  which  was  the  laft  work 
publifhed  by  him. 


EDWARD  HITCHIN,  B.  D. 

THIS  excellent  Minifter  and  folid  Divine  was  borA 
about  the  year  1726,  and  had  the  advantage  of  pious 
parents,  who  took  every  poflible  care  to  fecure  to  him  th£ 
ineftimable  privilege  of  a  religious  education.  Under  the 
influence  of  their  precepts  and  example,  he  was  preferred 
from  many  of  thofe  finful  follies  in  youth,  which  are  fo 
hard  to  be  thrown  off  in  riper  age ;  and  under  the  impref- 
flons  of  divine  grace,  with  which  GOD  was  pleafed  to 
blefs  the  endeavors  of  his  parents,  he  alfo  became  truly 
concerned  for  his  eternal  falvation  at  an  age,  when  the  ge- 
nerality of  perfons  think  of  nothing  but  the  purfutts  of 
the  world,  and  have  their  pulfe  beating  high  only  for  va- 
nities and  the  pleafures  of  time.  It  is  no  wonder,  there- 
fore, that,  with  fuch  ferioufnefs  of  fpirit,  and  with  the 
blefling  of  a  fine  natural  underflanding,  he  fhould  wiih  to- 
engage  in  the  higheft  fervice  for  GOl5  upon  earth,  and  in 
confequence  that  he  fhould  cultivate  every  fuitable  means 
of  preparing  himfelf  for  it.  By  education  and  principle  a 
diflenter,  though  by  grace  of  a  mofr  catholic  and  unbigot- 
ed  fpirit,  he  entered  upon  the  proper  fludies  under  the  di- 
rection of  tutors  in  a  diflenting  academy,  and  made  fuch  a 
proficiency  in  them,  as  would  have  done  honor  to  any  fe~ 
minary  or  learning,  and  have  fitted  him  for  the  moft  dif- 
tinguiihed  employments  in  any  church.  His  confcience 
led  him  to  his  particular  profeffion  with  all  its  fecular  dis- 
advantages; and  the  confcience  of  fuch  men,  grounded  be- 
yond all  doubt  upon  the  moft  perfect  fincerity,  is  to  be  had 
in  reverence  even  by  thofe,  whofe  judgements  in  fome  cir- 
cumftantials  may  with  equal  fincerity  differ  from  them.  It 
gives  and  muft  give  every  ferious  mind  a  fecret  and  folid  fa- 
tisfaclion,  that  fuch  men  as  Hitcbin,  Hervey,  Whitefieldv 
Grim/haw,  Gil/9  and  others,  however  they  might  divide  on 
fome  points  and  be  diftinguifhed  by  feveral  profeflions,  are 
perfectly  united  now,  and  are  become  infeparable  constitu- 
ent members  in  glory  of  one  general  afjembly  of  the  firft-bcrn^ 
whofe  names  are  written  in  heaven.  O  that  this  unity  of 
fpirit  among  thofe  blefled  fouls,  who  enjoy  the  communion 
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t>f  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  were  more  evident  even  here ;  and 
that  every  occafion  of  difcord  or  difagreement  were  re- 
moved from  among  the  men,  who  are  to  pafs  a  whole  eter- 
nity together  in  the  preferfce  of  GOD,  and  who  will  then 
be  afliamed  (if  fhame  can  enter  heaven)  that  their  minds 
and  hearts  could  ever  entertain  coldnefs.,  difference,  or  dif- 
gult,  towards  each  other  upon  earth  !  It  certainly  is  not 
true  religion,  or  real  fpirituality,  which  is  the  caufe  of  all 
this  ;  but  the  remaining  corruptions  and  the  latent  or  un- 
fubdued  affections  of  our  fallen  nature. 

Mr.  Hitcbins  piety  and  roinifterial  abilities  were"  foon 
noticed,  after  he  appeared  as  a  minifler  of  the  gofpel.  He 
fettled  early  in  London,  as  an  afliftant  to  Mr.  Richard 
Raw lin>  to  whom  he  was  highly  acceptable,  as  well  as  to 
the  flock  over  which  in  conjunction  he  prefided.  An  able 
and  gracious  co-paftor  is  an  excellent  advantage  to  a  young 
minifler,  both  for  correction  and  inftruclion  in  rigbteoufnefs  ; 
and,  it  appears,  that  Mr.  Hitchin  did  not  negledr.  this  ad- 
vantage from  the  friendfhip  and  talents  of  Mr.  Raw/ in* 
He  grew  in  grace  and  in  the  improvement  of  every  ufeful 
gift,  at  the  fame  time. 

Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Mordccai  Andrews,  Mr.  tiitchift 
tvas  unanimoufly  chofen  by  the  congregation  to  be  their 
Jjaftor  in  his  fteadj  and  to  this  congregation  he  was  a  faith- 
ful and  able  difpenfer  of  the  gofpel  of  falvation  to  the  day 
of  his  death. 

He  was  no  mallow  divine.  He  drank  deep  into  the 
fpring,  from  whence  all  true  grace  and  evangelical  know- 
ledge ever  flowed  to  the  church  of  GOD.  It  was  his  be- 
lief, and  it  appears  to  be  a  right  one,  that  the  people  of 
GOD  in  all  ages  were  favored  with  every  necefTary  means 
of  receiving  and  underftanding  the  things  which  related  to 
w  their  eternal  peace  ;  and  that,  though  particular  difpenfa- 
tions,  accommodated  to  particular  times,  might  vary,  yet 
the  gofpel  and  the  grace  of  the  gofpel  were  ever  the  fame. 
He  did  not  ignorantly  think,  that  Cbrifl  brought  in  a  new 
or  a  different  religion  from  that,  which  patriarchs  and  pro- 
phets had  enjoyed  ;  but  that,  what  he  laid  and  what  he  did, 
were  elucidations  only  or  declarations  upon  fact  of  all  that 
had  been  teftified  concerning  him  from  almoft  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world.  This  led  him  to  ftudy  the  Old  Tefta  • 
ment  in  a  very  particular  manner;  and  he  ftudied  it  with 
delight,  becaule  he  faw,  that  the  whole  of  it  related  to  Je/ut 
Cbrifl  and  his  great  falvation,  under  types,  aenigmas,  fimili- 
tudes,  parables,  prophecies,  £sfr.  and  that  Jefus  Chrijl  him- 
fclf  had  referred  to  thefr>       proof  that  he  was  the  very 

H  h  2,  perfon 


e 


Digitized  by 


468  HlTC  H  1  N. 

per  fori  who  Jhould  come,  and  that  men  were  to  look  for  n+ 
tiher.  He  obferved  the  force  of  the  Hebrew  language  in, 
defcribing  thefe  circumftances,  and  perceived,  that  this  very 
tongue  alfo  was  only  to  be  truly  underftood  by  that  grace, 
which  enables  men  to  undeiiland  the  things  themfelves 
which  it  defcribes.  'Tis  not  merely  the  knowledge  of  He* 
brew  words  or  roots,  therefore,  which  can  capacitate  a  man 
to  understand  theantientferipture,  but  the  Spirit  of  Grace, 
who  flrft  teaches  the  fpiritual  objects  to  the  renewed  foulj 
and  then  enlightens  it  to  fee  an  immenfe  fund  of  erudition 
concerning  them  in  the  natural  objects,  and  alfo  in  that 
holy  tongue,  which  is  framed  wonderfully  upon  thefe  lair, 
in  order  to  edify  in  the  knowledge  of  the  nrft.  But  a  man, 
without  fpiritual  faculties,  (as  Mr,  Hitchin,  following  the 
apoitle,  could  not  but  obferve)  is  incapable  of  this ;  and 
though  he  may  fee  Hebrew  words,  and  the  objects  ot  na- 
ture which  gave  birth  to  them,  with  his  outward  eyes, 
yet  he  hath  no  more  true  understanding  of  their  heavenly 
import,  while  in  this  carnal  flate,  than  the  beafts  that  perijh. 
Djc  things  of  GOD  knowctb  no  man>  but  the  Spirit  of  GOD ; 
is  a  maxim  of  everlafting  truth ;  and  confequently,  if  the 
Spirit  of  GOD  infpired  the  whole  Bible  and  difFufed  thole 
things  through  every  page,  no  man  can  understand  it  really 
and  ftrictly  without  his  aid.  A  boy  indeed  may  read  it  as 
an  hiftory ;  but,  as  a  myftery  of  GOD,  which  it  ever  was 
and  is,  and  which  it  was  exprefsly  intended  to  be,  from 
Gene/is  to  Revelation  ;  the  greateft  prefent  fcholars,  as  well 
as  the  antient  Scribes  and  Rabbins,  mull  neceflarily  be  ig- 
norant of  it,  till  their  under/landings  (like  thofe  of  the  apof- 
tles  themfelves)  are  opened^  that  they  may  underjland  tlx 
fcripturcs.  This  is  humiliating  to  the  pride  and  preemp- 
tion of  man ;  and  fo  are  ail  the  difpenfatious  and  dealings 
of  GOD. 

It  was  a  juft  and  amiable  character,  which  the  reverend 
Mr.  Towle  gave  concerning  him  in  an  oration  at  his  funeral, 
and  which  therefore  we  tranferibe  with  pleafure.  «  While 
he  was  candid  (fays  that  valuable  minifter)  and  charitable 
to  thofe,  whofe  religious  principles  and  practices  were  diffe- 
rent from  his  own ;  looking  on  all  with  pleafure,  in  whom 
he  faw  the  image  of  his  divine  Matter,  however  they  dif. 
fcrcd  from  him  in  leflcr  matters,  and  wifhing  the  noblelt 
welfare  of  fuch  as  were  not  of  his  mind^  even  in  thole 
things  which  he  apprehended  efTential  to  chriftianity  ;  he 
was  open  and  refolute  in  his  avowal  of  a  regaid  for 'thofe 
fentiments,  and  that  conduct,  which  he  confidered  as  en- 
joined by  Him,  to  whofe  will  the  raoft  implicit,  unreferv- 
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and  chearful  obedience,  is  at  all  times  due.  He  was, 
'  indeed,  naturally  of  a  diffident,  and  rather  timorous  difpo- 
iition,  yet  he  was  not  to  be  reftrained  from  expreffing  a 
firm  attachment  to  the  adorable  object  of  his  woilhip,— ■ 
the  only  foundation  of  his  hope, — and  the  unerring  rule  of 
his  obedience.— The  laft  particular  in  his  character  I  fhall 
mention,  is — He  was  indefatigably  diligent  in  his  endea- 
vors to  compafs  the  great  ends  of  the  chriftian  miniftry, — 
to  promote  the  glory  of  GOD, — and  to  advance  the  no- 
blelt  intereft  of  mankind :  To  this,  his  own  houfe,  the 
houfes  of  his  friends,  and  efpecially  the  houfe  of  GOD, 
bore  conflant  teftimony.  Perhaps,  I  ihould  not  exprefs 
myfelf  too  ftrong,  if  I  was  to  fay,  that  in  ibme  degree,  (to 
uie  a  remarkable  fcriptural  expreflion)  the  zeal  of  GOD's 
houfe  ate  him  up,  exhaufted  his  fpirits,  impaired  his  health, 
and  at  length  put  an  end  to  his  life:  Like  a  brightly  burn- 
ing taper,  in  giving  light  to  others,  he  was  himfelf  con- 
fumed. 

'  On  hearing  all  this,  concerning  my  worthy  brother, 
perhaps,  many  prefent  feel  a  defire  rifing  within  them  to 
know,  in  what  manner  he  was  removed  from  our  world  ; 
in  compliance  then  with  the  wifhes  of  fuch,  I  would  juft 
add,  that  the  circumftances  of  his  death,  were  fome  of 
them  painful,  and  fome  of  them  pleafing.  It  was  painful 
to  fee  him,  for  days  before  he  obtained  his  difmiflion,  fup- 
ported  in  bed,  at  times  infenfible,  and  fpeechlefs  :  But  it 
was  pleafing,  during  thofe  intervals  in  which  he  had  his 
fenfes,  and  was  capable  of  fpenking,  to  hear  him  exprefs 
his  chearful  refajnation  to  the  divine  will — his  firm  trull  in 
the  mercy  of  GOD  through  Jefus  Chri/1,  the  only  Medi- 
ator—the fatisfa&ion  with  which  he  left  the  beloved  com- 
panion of  his  life,  and  his  dear  children,  in  the  hands  of  his 
heavenly  Father  —and  his  ftrong  delire  to  leave  this  world, 
and  go  to  a  better  ;  and  toobferve  him,  when,  though  fen- 
fible,  he  could  not  fpeak,  fignify  to  his  enquiring  relatives 
and  friends,  that  he  was  in  poflellion  of  tranquillity,  fub- 
milfion,  and  hope,  with  a  manifeft  air  of  fatisfaction  and 
chearfulnefs,  on  his  wan  emaciated  countenance. 

'His  difpofition  was  peculiarly  amiable,  friendly,  and  be- 
nevolent :  His  countenance  might,  indeed,  lead  fome  to 
fufpedt,  that  he  was  of  an  unsociable,  auftere,  forbidding 
temper;  but  if  any  entertained  fuch  a  lufpicion,  they  were 
Itrangers  to  him,  Thofe,  who  knew  him  moil,  knew,  that 
the  law  of  kindnefs  influenced  his  heart,  dwelt  on  his  lips, 
and  governed  his  life  9  tnat  ne  was  aver'e  to  return  evil, 
difpgfed  to  do  &0od,  and  even  delighted  to  overcome  evil 
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vj'tth  good. — He  had  not  merely  a  fmcere,  but  a  high  and 
flrong,  veneration  for  the  word  of  GOD.  He  indeed 
greatly  valued  that  noble  compendium  of  doctrines  and  du- 
ties, 4  The  AfTembly's  Catechifm but  then  he  valued  that, 
and  every  other  human  compofure,  no  farther  than,  as  he 
apprehended,  they  exprefled  the  mind  of  GOD,  revealed 
in  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament, — that 
blefled  book,  which  Ihould  ever  be  regarded  as  the  fole, 
becaufe  the  only  infallible,  ftandard  of  faith  and  ptacTice.' 

A  very  pathetic  difcourfe  was  alfo  preached  upon  the 
occafion  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  eleventh  of 
January,  1774)  in  the  forty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  by  the 
reverend  Mr.  Br ewer ,  on  the  twenty -third  of  January  foU 
lowing,  from  a  text  which  Mr.  Hitcbin  himlelf  had  long 
appointed  for  that  purpofe.  -  It  was  from  Pfalm  xlviii.  14. 
for  this  GOD  is  our  GOD  for  ever  and  roer  :  He  will  be 
our  guide  even  unto  death.  The  application  of  this  difcourfe 
in  particular  (though  the  whole  is  excellent)  breathes  fo> 
true  a  fpirit  of  catholicifm  and  piety,  that  we  cannot  but 
believe  it  will  be  an  acceptable  tranfci  ipt  to  fuch  of  our  fe- 
rious  Readers,  as  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  perufe  it. 

*  You  fee  (fays  the  lively  and  faithful  preacher)  what  4 
comfortable  paflage  of  fcripture  this  was  for  your  late  deaf 
Paflor,  to  live  upon.  I  call  him  your  dear  Pajtor;  he  was  dear 
to  his  family,  to  his  friends,  and  to  you  his  flock  :  Rejoice, 
that  thefe  words,  his  own  choice  for  a  funeral  fermon,  were 
not  taken  up  merely  as  expeding  death,  or  when  death  had 
laid  its  cold  hand  on  him;  no— they  had  been  words  for 
his  encouragement  in  life,  in  health,  and  whenever  death 
fhould  knock  at  his  door.— It  is  true,  he  drank  not  in  all 
the  confolations  of  the  text  in  his  ficknefs,  or  when  on  his 
dying  bed;  yet  the  repeated  fweet  fentences  which  dropped 
from  his  lips,  proved  that  he  had  fupports  from  them — he 
had  his  fips,  his  glimpfes,  but  now,  O  now  !  he  has  his  full 
draughts,  and  his  full  blaze,  in  glory. 

*  What  a  cordial  is  this  to  me — to  his  brethren  in  the 
miniftry — to  you  that  loved  him,  occafionally  now  here- 
to you  his  dear  flock— above  all,  to  his  dear  family  !  I 
know  I  loved  him,  and  therefore  I  feel  deeply  the  lofs  of 

*  him  ;  fome  humble  hope  have  I,  that  I  have  alfo  fome  in- 
tereft  in  the  blefling  held  forth  in  the  text,  which  makes  it 
a  cordial  under  this  trial ;  as  I  hope,  though  parted  now,  to 
meet  with  him  in  glory  to  part  no  more.  He  was  loved 
by  many  of  the  Lord's  minifters  of  different  names  ;  be- 
caufe he  ever  pro  felled  a  love  to  all  that  he  believed  loved 
Jefus ;  and  therefore  the  Lord's  minifters  now  weep  for 
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him.  But,  hleffedbe  GOD  !  as  he  has  done  weeping,  fo 
will  they,  when  arrived  at  that  glory  to  which  he  is  got ; 
'till  then,  let  all  the  dear  minifters  of  GOD  prove  their 
fenfe  of  this  affliction,  by  walking  more  together  in  Chrif- 
tian  affection,  and  cherifning  a  warmer  ambition  to  honor 
the  GOD  of  our  fa  1  vat  ion  by  zeal  for  his  gofpel  and  glo* 
ry  ;  and  to  be  inftruments  in  his  hand  to  bring  in  finners  to 
Jefus>  to  recover  backfliders,  to  comfort  believers,  get 
more  communion  with  GOD,  and  conformity  to  him,  'till 
brought  to  an  everlafting  virion  of  and  fruition  with  him, 

*  Many  friends  both  abfent  and  prefent,  not  immediately 
connected  with  this  congregation,  feel  the  lofs  for  them- 
felves,  for  Cbri/Fs  intereft  in  general,  and  for  this  intereft 
in  particular. — Some  are  now,  perhaps,  dropping  a  tear  at 
home — others  in  one  and  another  of  the  Lord's  temples— 
fome  now  without,  and  many  here  within — well,  you  fhew 
by  your  affections,  that  it  is  to  you  an  affliction ;  and  in- 
deed the  trial  may  foon  come  to  your  own  temples,  your 
families,  your  felves.  GOD  help  you  to  fee,  whether 
GOD  is  your  GOD!  Then,  here  is  a  cordial;  for, 
though  feparated  foon,  you  will  meet  in  glory  to  part  no 
more  for  ever. — But  the  trial  lharpens,  as  looking  on  you, 
his  once  dear  congregation  and  church.— To  you  of  the 
congregation  he  has  been  a  Boanerges,  a  Barnabas :  O  !  has 
he  preached,  and  you  heard  in  vain  ?  Think,  O  foul !  how 
awful  to  have  him  to  ftand  forth  as  a  fwift  witnefs  againfl 
you  at  ChrijTs  judgement  feat  !  Would  to  GOD  his  death 
may  be  your  life !  By  fome  providence,  or  ordinance,  may 
you  at  laft  feel  your  malady  as  finners,  and  fee  and  claim 
the  remedy  in  Jefus;  that  you  may  meet  your  dear  minif- 
ter  with  joy,  and  not  with  grief! 

*  But  you  of  the  congregation  who  can  claim  GOD  as 
your  falvation,  you  have  the  beft  of  comforts  under  vour 
prefent  crofs :  How  mail  I  fpeak  to  you  as  a  churcfi  ?  1 
know  that  the  tears  trickling  from  your  eyes,  are  occafion- 
ed  by  the  deep  forrow  in  your  hearts;  but  if  GOD  be  your 
GOD,  then  he  can,  and  will  make  up  in  himfelf  the  lofs  of 
your  dear  paftor. — Come  you,  my  brethren  in  office  in  this 
church,  encourage  yourfelves  in  the  Lord  your  GOD,— 
he  not  difcouraged,  becaufe  your  paftor  was  taken  away  in 
the  mid  ft  of  his  ufefulnefs  :  So  was  your  other  dear  pauor, 
Mr.  Andrews ;  and  is  it  not  a  high  privilege,  rather  than  to 
outlive  our  ufefulnefs  ?— the  Lord  help  you  to  blefs  GOD 
for  the  ufe  he  made  of  him  to  others— and  to  your  own 
fouls.  Now  honor  your  character,  and  fhew  your  love  to 
your  late  paftor,  by  doing  your  beft  for  the  peace,  nnitv, 
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and  profperity  of  the  church,  and  may  you  live  to  fee  It 
provided  with  another  paftor  after  GOD's  own  heart !— • 
Brethren  and  fitters  of  the  church,  rejoice  !  though  your 
pallors  die,  your  GOD  lives  for  ever;  blefs  him,  if  under 
the  prefent  trial  that  touches  you  fo  tenderly,  you  can  fay, 
*  this  GOD  is  our  GOD,'  then,  'till  you  die,  and  when 
you  die,  your  GOD  will  take  care  of  you,  and  at  laft  bring 
you  to  fee  your  dear  paftor  in  glory :  Who  has  already 
met  many  of  his  members  that  went  before  him  ;  who  fees 
his  dear  parents  there — his  dear  brother  Andrews,  whom  he 
fucceeded — and  among  other  glorified  faints,  thofe  dear 
men  of  GOD,  an  OwetiyH  Guyfe,  a  G/7/,  and  a  IVh'itefiddy 
where,  I  am  fure,  hearts  and  hands  are  united.  Would  to 
GOD  !  it  may  be  a  leflbn  to  us  yet  in  the  church  militant, 
who  hope  to  meet  fuch  men  of  GOD  in  the  church  trium- 
phant !  But  the  fweeteft  meeting  of  all  will  be  with  that 
gracious  GOD,  who  brought  us  there, 

«  Well,  my  dear  friends,  prove  your  love,  by  living  in 
Jove,  keep  clofe  together,  look  up  to  the  Lord  by  prayer, 
to  fupport  you  under  and  profit  you  by  the  trial,  ana  in 
his  own  time,  to  provide  for  you  ;  and  at  laft,  as  he  has  in 
part,  completely  fulfil  this  good  word  to  you,  that  you  may 
go  and  live  with  him  you  loved,  never  to  part  more. 

<  And  now  when  going  to  addrefs  you  his  late  dear  fami- 
ly,— 1  feel  a  fecret  pleafure  that  his  late  dear  wife,  and  my 
dear  lifter,  is  abfent ;  or  I  fear  what  I  have  faid,  or  might 
fay,  would  be  more  than  her  tender  paffions  could  bear. 
However,  I  hope  that  the  Lord,  that  has  fent,  will  yet  fend 
his  fweet  cordials,  and  efpecially  this  in  the  text ;  then  fhe 
will  fay,  though  tribulation,  yet  confolation  alfo  abounds. 
— T  am  fure,  perfonally  I  cannot  neglect  any  thing  to  tefti- 
fy  my  love  to  her ;  I  fervently  pray  for  her  and  her's  ;  and 
I  am  confident,  you,  as  a  church,  will  do  the  fame,  as  the 
pne  heft  proof  that  at  heart  you  loved  your  late  dear  paftor. 
But  how  {hall  1,  how  can  1  addrefs  you  his  late  dear  chil- 
dren !  I  know,  and  you  know  ftill  more,  how  much  he 
loved  you ;  and  1  know  you  loved  him.  1  reel  the  more  for 
you,  from  an  apprehenuon  what  my  dear  family  will  fee!, 
when  it  is  with  me,  as  now  with  your  dear  father.  BlefTed 
he  GOD  !  fome  of  you  have  avouched,  and  publicly  too, 
the  GOD  of  your  father  to  be  your  GOD.  O  how  did 
he  joy  in  it }  How  ought  you  now  to  joy  in  it,  to  find 
Juch  a  fupport  under  your  lofs  ! — But  are  any  of  you  ftran- 
gers  to  the  Lord  ?  GOD  forbid  you  fhould  remain  fo  ! 
Should  this  be  the  cafe,  O  how  awful  to  think,  that  a  fa* 
ther  who  loved  you,«*-*wliom  you.  loved,  and  for  whom  you 
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naw  weep,  will  ftand  forth  as  a  fwift  witnefs  againit  you 
;uid  fay  Amen  to  the  awful  fentence,  Depart  ye  curfed, — 
but  on  the  contrary,  O  that  you  may  lay  hold  of  the 
GOD  of  your  father  and  mother,  for  your  GOD ;  that, 
at  the  great  day,  you  with  them  may  receive  the  joyful 
benediction,  Come  ye  bleffed.  Finally,  as  a  lover  or  your 
dear  parent  now  living,  and  of  Jiim  who  is  dead,  let  me 
befeech  you  to  maintain  love  and  duty  to  your  dear  mo- 
ther ;  live  in  love  with  one  another  ;  and  may  GOD  blefs 
you  all  temporally,  fpiritually,  and  eternally  ! 

*  In  a  word,  may  this  be  a  teaching  feafon  to  back- 
fliders;  particularly  to  you  (if  any  fuch)  under  the  late 
care  of  my  dear  brother  :  O  that  if  the  word  has  not,  may 
the  rod  reclaim  you  !  May  the  Lord  fay,  return  ye  back/lid* 
ing  children,  I  will  heal  your  baekftidings,  and  may  you  fay, 
we  return  unto  thee,  for  thou  art  the  Lord  our  GOD  !  May 
the  Lord  make  it  alio  a  quickening  providence  to  us  all ! 
to  be  ready  at  the  Lord's  call — to  be  up  and  doing  while  it 
is  day,  as  the  night  cometh  when  no  man  can  work.  I 
wilh  in  GOD,  that  my  foul,  and  the  fouls  of  all  my  dear 
brethren  in  the  miniftrv*  may  be  quickened  by  it,  fo  as  to 
fpend  and  be  fpent  for  thrift  and  fouls  ;  to  go  on,  valiantly 
£ghtingthe  good  fight,  keeping  the  faith,  till  ourcourfeis 
finifhed,  and  we  receive  the  crown.  Particularly,  may  it 
be  a  humbling,  teaching,  quickening  leflbn  to  you  his  late 
dear  charge;  and  may  you  learn  from  it  to  live  lefs  on  crea- 
tures, and  more  on  Jefus>  who  is  the  fame  ycjler  day  >  to-day, 
and  for  ever.  Come  then ;  a  little  longer,  and  he  that 
(half  come,  will  come,  and  will  not  tarry. — Soon,  I  truft, 
we  fhall  have  to  fiy,  as  that  good  man  Mr.  Baxter  did, 
when  in  agonizing  pain  on  his  death  bed  ;  on  a  friend's  afk- 
ing  him  how  he  did,  he  replied  *  almoft  well ;'  and  foon  he 
found  it  fo,  on  getting  to  his  everlafting  reft.  So,  my  dear 
hearers,  a  few  more  difappointments,  a  few  more  bereav-  , 
ings,  a  few  more  trials  temporal  and  fpiritual,  and  then,  // 
this  GOD  be  our  GOD,  we  iliall  find  he  will  be  fo  forever 
and  ever — he  will  fweetly  prove  it,  by  being  our  guide  unt9 
—over — and  beyond  death— and  what  then }  O  then,  no 
wanderings  from  GOD,  no  withdrawments  of  his  blefled 
prefence,  no  wcarinefs  in  our  Matter's  fervice,  no  coolnefi 
of  love  between  brethren,  no  languor  in  our  devotions  :  O 
then,  faith  will  be  fwallowed  up  in  vifion,  hope  in  fruition, 
grace  in  glory  ; — then  we  fhall  be  all  we  can  wifti  or  want 
to  be,  for  place,  for  company,  for  enjoyment,  for  employ- 
l^entr-andthat,  not  for  a  day,  a  montb,  a  year,  but  for  eter- 
nity \ 
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nity  !  When  we  /hall  fhout  praifes  indeed  to  Father,  Son, 
and  Spirit,  the  GOD  of  our  falvation.' 


AUGUSTUS  MONTAGUE 
T  O  P  L  A  D  Y,  A.  B. 

"1  T  TE  cannot  give  a  more  explicit  account  of  this  erai- 
VV  nent  Divine,  than  what  hath  been  already  pub- 
lished under  the  title  of  a  «  Memoir  of  his  Life  and 
Death and  therefore  we  mall  freely  tranfcribe  as  much 
of  it,  as  is  confident  with  the  plan  ot  our  volumes. 

*  The  Memoirs  of  extraordinary  men  have  always  been 
acceptable  to  the  world;  and  much  inilru6tion  has  been 
gathered  from  their  example.  The  mind  often  feels  a  force 
From  facts,  when  it  cannot  be  reached  by  theories ;  and 
receives  that  kind  of  fatisfa&ion  from  the  proof  or  demon- 
ft  rat  ion  of  a  truth,  which  no  mere  principles,  however  juft 
and  correct,  can  poffibly  give  it.  To  the  Chriftian  world, 
for  the  fame  reafon,  the  examples  of  the  heirs  of  falvation 
have  been  dill  more  peculiarly  valuable.  They  nnd  doc- 
trines of  the  higheft  and  mo  ft  lading  importance  confirmed 
and  iubitantiated  by  teltimonies  and  evidences,  which  are 
not  more  ferious  and  reviving,  than  full  and  undeniable. 
Precious  in  the  Jigbt  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  fafnts;  and 
precious  likewile  in  the  fight  of  all  his  people.  They  have 
ocular  demonfrration,  that  grace  can  and  does  rife  fuperior 
to  nature  ;  that  the  week  and  feeble  in  themfclves  zrejjrong 
in  the  Lord  and  in  the  power  of  his  might ;  and  that  they  are 
not  only  promifed  to  be,  but  are,  Conquerors  and  more  than 
Conquerors  through  Him  that  loved  them.  Thefe  facls, 
therefore,  of  GOD's  prefence  with  his  people,  in  the  moft 
trying  of  all  human  circumflanccs,  cannot  but  beeftimable 
in  the  eyes  of  thofe  perfons,  who  look  beyond  the  grave  for 
their  portion,  and  whofe  hopes  can  only  be  filled  with  im- 
mortality. They  are  enabled  to  take  courage  from  the 
Chriftian  heroes  gone  before  them,  and,  feeing  the  faithful- 
nefs  of  GOD  to  his  promifes  in  others,  are  emboldened  for 
themfelves  to  look  forward  with  holy  joy  upon  that  peri- 
od, when  mortality /hall  he  [wallowed  up  of  life,  and  when 
their  place  upon  earth  mail  know  them  no  more.  Confe- 
4ucntly,  they  may  triumph  in  the  glorious  evidence  of  a 
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better  inheritance,  and  long  for  that  perfect  confummation 
of  blifs,  which  they  are  hereafter  to  fhare,  with  the  jpirits 
of  jujl  men  made  ferj eft ,  and  with  the  general  aJJ'embly  of  the 
jirjl-born,  which  are  written  in  heaven, 

*  For  this  purpole  of  comfort  and  edification,  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  the  late  reverend  Mr.  Toplady  is  com- 
piled. If  the  Reader  from  hence  receive  any  good  hope 
through  grace,  to  pnfs  through  the  valley  of  the  lhadow  of 
death  and  to  fear  no  evil,  as  he  pafled  ;  the  end  will  be  an- 
fwered,  for  which  this  memoir  is  penned,  and  for  which 
alone  it  ought  to  be  defued.  The  doctrines,  preached  by 
this  able  Divine,  were  brought  into  his  own  experience  by 
the  graceof  his  Redeemer,  and  were  his  joy  and  triumph  in 
the  article  of  death  :  And  if  the  fame  effect  is  wrought 
upon  the  hearts  and  confeiences  of  other  Chrittians,  through 
his  example;  it  would  be  the  higheft  accomplishment  of 
his  wifties,  as  it  would  be  a  prefent  evidence  to  themfelves 
of  their  hereafter  rejoicing  with  him,  where  he  is  rejoic- 
ing, in  the  heaven  of  heavens,  to  all  eternity.  'Tis  this  de- 
monstration of  experience,  or  the  proot  of  the  Chriftian 
doctrine  uponfa£t,  that  comforts  and  lifts  up  GOD's  peo- 
ple in  their  laft  hours ;  for  this  (as  a  very  gracious  man 
obferved)  «  goes  much  farther  than  the  judgement,  and 
paffes  the  ftrength  of  mere  natural  underltanding ;  and 
hence  we  feel,  we  t  a  lie,  we  enjoy  ;  yea,  the  very  voice  of 
Chrijl  is  heard  in  the  foul,  by  which  we  know  that  we  are 
his,  and  that  he  is  our's.'  'Tis  the  fhield  of  faith  alone, 
which  repels  the  terror  of  death  and  cjuenches  the  fiery 
darts  of  the  devil. 

4  His  father  was  Richard  Toplady,  Efq.  a  major  in  the  ar- 
my, and  his  mother  Catharine  Bate,  filter  to  the  late  reve- 
rend Julius  Bate,  and  to  the  reverend  Mr.  Bate,  rector  of 
St.  Pau'Cs,  Deptford,  by  whom  they  were  married,  at  the 
faid  church,  on  December  31ft,  1 737.  They  had  iflue  rlrft 
a  fon,  Francis,  who  died  in  his  infancy,  and  afterwards 
Auguftus  Montague  Toplady,  the  lubject  of  our  memoir, 
who  was  born  at  Farnham,  in  Surry,  on  Tuefday,  November 
the  4th,  1740,  and  there  baptized.  His  godfathers  were 
Auguflus  Middleton  and  Adolphus  Montague,  Efouires  ;  in 
reipeel  to  whom,  he  bore  the  chriftian  name  01  the  one, 
and  the  furname  of  the  other.  His  father  died  at  the  fiege 
of  Carthagena,  foon  after  his  birth.  He  received  the  ru-. 
diments  of  his  education  at  Weftminfter  fchool ;  but,  it  be- 
coming necefl'ary  for  his  mother  to  make  a  journey  to  Ire- 
land  to  purfue  fome  claims  to  an  eftate  in  that  kingdom,  he 
Accompanied  \\§x  thither,  an4  was  entered  at  Trinity -College 
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in  Dublin,  at  which  feminary  he  took  his  degree  of  Batche- 
lor  of  Arts.  Being  awakened  to  the  knowledge  of  GOD 
and  of  his  own  heart,  he  profecuted  his  ftudies  for  the  mi- 
ni ft ry  of  the  gofpe!,  with  the  mofl  indefatigable  ardor. 
He  tnought,  and  thought  juftly,  that  men  in  the  moll  fa- 
cred  and  important  of  all  profeflions  fhould  be  qualified  in 
every  refpe&  for  their  function ;  and  that  fciolifts  in  the 
clerical  oflice  were,  generally  fpeaking,  more  inexcufeable 
and  more  dangerous,  than  empirics  and  pretenders  in  the 
other  bufinefles  of  life.  As  he  abhorred  the  Popi/b  tenet, 
that  '  ignorance  is  the  mother  of  devotion  fo  his  wi(h, 
as  well  as  his  duty,  was  to  be  thoroughly  furnifhed,  and  to 
avoid  the  prefumption  of  teaching  the  ignorant  and  thofe 
that  are  out  of  the  way,  without  having  the  knowledge,  as 
well  as  the  grace,  indifpenfably  requifite  for  that  purpofe. 

*  He  could  not  but  believe,  with  fome  other  great  and 
good  men,  that  a  man  muft  be  very  much  unqualified  to  ex- 
plain the  fcriptures  to  others,  without  being  acquainted  him- 
felf  with  the  languages  in  which  they  were  written,  and 
with  thofe  other  invaluable  books  upon  religious  fubjecls, 
which  have  been  handed  down,  in  the  learned  tongues, 
through  a  long  fucceflion  of  ages.  Of  courfe,  there- 
fore, he  was  diligent  in  all  human  attainments  :  And  the 
church  will  undoubtedly  witnefs  the  advantages  fhe  has 
received,  from  this  happy  conjunction  of  fpiritual  and  na* 
tural  endowments.  Thus  prepared,  by  grace  in  his  foul 
and  knowledge  in  his  underiranding,  which  was  naturally 
clear  and  ltrong,  he  received  orders  on  Trinity  Sunday,  the 
6th  of  June,  1762  ;  and,  after  fome  time,  was  inducted  firft 
into  the  living  of  Blagdon  in  Somerfctjbire,  and  afterwards 
into  that  of  Broad  Hcmbury  in  Devon/hire.  In  both  thefe 
retirements  he  purfued  his  labors  with  unremitting  aflidui- 
ty,  and  compofed  moll  of  thofe  writings,  which  will  ren- 
der fervice  to  the  church,  and  do  honor  to  his  memory, 
while  truth  and  learning  fhall  be  efteemed  valuable  among 
men.  He  had,  for  fome  years  occafionally  vifited  and 
fpent  fome  time  in  London;  but,  in  the  year  1775,  finding 
his  conflitution  much  impaired  by  the  moift  atmofphere  of 
Devon/hire,  with  which  it  never  agreed,  he  removed  to 
London  entirely,  after  fome  unfuccefsful  attempts  to  ex- 
change his  living  for  another,  of  equivalent  value,  in  fome 
of  the  middle  counties.  Here,  by  the  folicitation  of  his 
numerous  friends,  and  from  a  defire  to  beufeful  wherever 
the  divine  providence  miqht  lead  him,  he  engaged  the 
chapel,  belonging  to  the  Frtnck  Reformed,  near  Lticefier 
fidds;  where  he  preached  twice  in  the  week,  while  his 

<  health 
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health  permitted,  and  afterwards  occafionally,  as  much  as, 
or  rather  more  than,  he  was  well  able  to  ck>.  In  this  mi*- 
nifrration,  it  pleafed  GOD  to  remove  him,  by  a  flow  con- 
fu  nipt  ion,  from  the  church  militant  on  earth,  to  the  church 
triumphant  in  heaven,  on  Tuefday  the  nth  of  Augufty  1778. 
His  body  was  buried,  agreeable  to  his  own  defire,  commu- 
nicated to  fome  friends,  in  Tottenham-Court -Chafel  on  the 
Alonday  following ;  where,  though  his  wifties,  like  thofa 
of  the  famous  St.  Bajil,  were  againft  all  parade  and  obfer- 
vation  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  it  was  attended  by  a  nume- 
rous concourfe  of  people,  many  of  whom  feemed  deeply 
fenfible  of  the  lofs  of  fo  able  a  pillar  in  the  church  of 
GOD. 

*  It  would  be  unneceflary  in  this  place  to  fay  any  thing  of 
his  writings.  They  fpeak  for  themfelves,  and  ihew  the 
eminent  abilities  and  learning,  which  through  grace  were 
given  him.  A  catalogue  of  his  publications  is  fubjoined  ; 
and  there  are  fome  other  pieces,  which,  after  the  figning  of 
his  laft  will  and  tenement,  he  gave  leave  to  his  executor  to 
difpofe  of,  as  he  might  think  proper,  and  which  probably 
may  hereafter  appear.  It  is  right,  however*  to  inform  the 
Reader,  that  his  intenfe  application  to  ftudy,  which  he  fre- 
quently purfued  through  the  night  to  three  and  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  feems  to  have  been  the  means  of  inducing 
his  diforder,  and  of  accelerating  his  end.  From  this  fe- 
vere  purfuit,  fo  long  as  his  body  was  able  to  bear  it,  he 
could  not  be  difluaded.  He  thought  himfelf  called  upon 
to  aflert  and  maintain  the  truths  of  the  gofpel ;  and  he  was 
refolvedto  relinquifh  this  duty  only  with  his  breath.  To 
a  friend,  who  had  expreflTed  fome  concern  for  his  health, 
upon  account  of  his  clofe  applications,  fome  time  before 
his  diforder  was  confirmed,  he  wrote  the  following  words  ; 
"  GOD  give  us  to  fink  deeper  and  deeper  into  his  love, 
and  to  rife  higher  and  higher  into  the  image  of  his  holi- 
nefs  !  And  thoroughly  perfuaded  I  am,  that,  the  more  we 
are  enabled  to  love  and  refemble  Him,  the  more  aclive  we 
ihall  be,  to  promote  his  glory,  and  to  extend  his  caufe,  with 
our  lips,  our  pens,  our  lives,  our  all.  Be  this  our  bufinefs, 
and  ourblifs,  on  earth.  In  heaven,  we  (hall  have  nothing 
to  do,  but  to  fee  Him  as  He  is,  to  participate  his  glory,  and 
to  fing  his  praife,  in  delightful,  in  never-ending  concert 
with  angels,  with  faints  who  are  got  home  before  us,  ami 
with  tbofe  of  the  elec~t,  whom  we  knew  and  loved  below. 
I  would  not  give  fix-pence  for  a  friendfhip,  which  time 
and  death  are  able  to  quench.  Our  friendfhip  is  not  of 
that  evanid  fpecies.    I  can,  therefore,  fuhferibe  myfelf, 

"  Ever  and  for  ever  your's  in  67;r;/?." 
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*  Here  we  fee  the  great  fpring  anil  motive  of  his  labors 
ami  the  object  which  directed  his  activity  in  his  Matter'* 
ferviee.  He  had  the  delired  fatisfaction  to  fee  his  puf>Iio 
miniftrations,  both  by  word  and  writing,  extenfively  bleft : 
And  there  are  many  left  behind  him,  who  will  doubtlefs  be 
his  joy  and  crown  of  rejoicing  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jc- 
/us.  Like  Luther,  he  was  heftis  acerrimus,  a  very  cutting 
adverfary  to  error ;  and  his  love  to  truth  was  as  ftrong  and 
ardent,  as  his  abilities  were  quick  and  powerful  to  defend 
it,  when  attacked  or  oppofed.  Witnefs  his  own  expref- 
fions  in  a  letter  to  the  friend  abovementioned,  upon  the 
defection  of  fome  perfons  from  the  cauie  of  truth  :  "  For 
my  own  part  (fays  he)  I  wifh  to  live  and  die,  with  the 
fword  of  the  Spirit  in  my  hand ;  and,  as  Young  exprefles  it, 
*  Never  to  put  off  my  armor,  till  I  put  on  my  fhroud.* 
As  far  as  my  fituation  will  admit,  I  hope  always  to  act  up 
to  this  maxim."  The  character,  given  by  an  antient  wri- 
ter, of  one  of  the  fathers*,  who  combated  the  Anon  herefy 
on  its  appearance,  that  he  was  one  of  the  flrmeft  and  the 
fir  ft  of  the  whole  band  who  contended  for  the  truth,  might, 
without  exaggeration,  be  applied  to  Mr.  Toplady,  in  his 
oppofition  to  the  reigning  heterodoxy  of  Arniimus.  Nor 
did  he  fail  of  his  wifh  :  He  had  (as  it  were)  taken  meafure 
for  his  fhroud,  before  he  laid  down  his  pen.  His  flyle  was 
nervous  and  mafculine;  his  language  eafy  and  flowing, 
without  being  florid  ordiffufe;  and  his  arguments  clofe, 
clear,  and  pertinent.  In  a  word,  he  was  to  the  oppofers  of 
truth  a  Boanerges;  but  to  its  friends  a  Barnabas. 

'  He  had  no  preferment  in  the  church  befides  the  vicarage 
of  Broad  Hembury,  which,  as  his  mind  could  never  brook 
the  idea  of  living  ill  with  his  parifh  upon  the  account  of 
tythes,  did  not  amount,  communibus  annis,  to  eighty  pounds 
a  year.  For  this  living  he  exchanged  the  other  above- 
mentioned,  about  eight  or  ten  miles  diftant,  that  had  been 
procured  for  him  by  his  friends  in  a  mode,  which  (though 
ufual  enough)  his  confeience  could  not  approve ;  and  there- 
fore, when  he  became  acquainted  with  the  manner  of  their 
diligence,  which  was  not  for  fome  time  afterwards,  he  could 
not  reft  fatisfied  till  he  had  parted  with  it.  He  did  not  feek 
preferments ;  becaufe  he  could  not  folicit  them  in  the  com- 
mon way.  His  own  account  of  his  engaging  in  the  pnfto- 
ral  office,  in  the  introduction  to  that  mafterly  work,  entitled 
4<  Hiftoric  Proof  of  the  doctrinal  Calvinifm  of  the  Church 
of  England,"  is  too  remarkable  to  be  omitted  here;  "  I 

•  Theodoret.  de  Jacob.  Antioch.  apud  Cave  in  Hip.  Liu 

"  blcfr 
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Wefs  GOD  (fays  he)  for  enabling  me  to  efteem  the  re- 
proach of  Chr  'ifi  greater  treafure,  than  all  the  applaufe  of 
men,  and  all  the  preferments  of  the  church.  When  I  re- 
ceived orders,  /  obtained  mercy  to  be  faithful ;  and,  from 
that  moment,  gave  up  what  is  called  the  World,  fo  far  as 
I  conceived  it  to  interfere  with  faith  and  a  good  conscience. 
The  oppofition,  which  I  have  met  with,  in  the  courfe  of 
my  ten  years  miniftry,  has  been  nothing,  compared  with 
what  I  expected  would  enfue  on  an  open,  fteady  attach- 
ment to  the  truths  of  GOD."  He  could  fay  with  arch- 
biihop  Warham^  Satis  viatici  ad  coelum  :  He  had  enough  to 
carry  him  to  heaven,  and  but  very  little  more.  How  rare- 
ly, in  thefe  times,  do  we  find  either  principle  or  conduct 
fo  truly  exemplary ! 

'  But  the  view  of  this  good  man's  laft  ficknefs  and  death 
is  principally  intended  here.  He  met  the  King  of  Terrors, 
di farmed  of  his  terrors  through  the  grace  of  his  Saviour, 
and  found  him  an  angel,  a  meflenger  of  peace.  He  had 
long  been  vifibly  declining  in  his  health ;  but  could  only  be 
prevailed  upon  to  reftrain  from  preaching,  for  fome  time  be- 
fore his  deceafe,  by  the  exprefs  injunction  of  his  phylician, 
and  the  particular  intreaties  of  his  friends.  Indeed,  his 
feeblenefs  of  body,  for  fome  months  before  his  end,  was 
fuch,  that,  when  he  attempted  to  fpeak  in  public,  he  could 
fcarce  be  heard  for  the  few  minutes  he  was  able  to  ftand, 
and  feemed  almoft  like  a  man  lifted  up  to  preach  from  the 
grave. 

*  As  his  outward  man  wafted  and  decayed,  his  inward  man 
was  refrefhed  and  renewed  day  by  day.  Towards  the  clofe 
of  his  mortal  life,  the  confolations  of  GOD  in  him  were 
neither  fmall  nor  few.  He  looked,  not  only  with  compo- 
fure,  but  delight,  on  the  grave  ;  and  groaned  earneftly  for 
his  heavenly  habitation.  He  had  conftantly,  to  ufe  Dr. 
Young*  expreflion, 

*  One  eye  on  death,  and  one  full  fix'd  on  Heav'n.' 
In  this  refpect,  he  mofl  happily  exemplified  his  own  obfer- 
vation,  communicated  upon  the  death  of  a  friend.  "  I  have 
long  obferved,  (fays  he)  that  fuch  of  GOD's  people,  as  are 
leaft  on  the  mount  while  they  travel  to  heaven,  are  highcir, 
on  it,  and  replenifhed  with  trie  richeft  difcoveries  of  divine 
love,  intheclofing  fceneof  life.  When  they  come  in  ac- 
tual view  of  that  river,  which  parts  the  church  below  from, 
the  church  above,  the  cceleftial  city  riles  full  in  fight ;  the 
fenfe  of  intereft  in  the  covenant  or  grace  becomes  clearer 
and  brighter ;  the  book  of  life  is  opened  to  the  eye  of  af- 
furance ;  the  Holy  Spirit  more  feelingly  applies  the  blood 
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of  fprinkling,  and  warms  the  foul  with  that  robe  of  righted 
otffnefs  which  Jefus  wrought.  The  once  feeble  believer  \t 
made  to  be  ns  David.  The  once  trembling  hand  is  enabled 
to  lay  fail  hold  on  the  crofs  of  Cbrifl  •  The  fun  goes  down 
without  a  cloud. — Weighty  and  beautiful  are  thofe  lines  of 
Dr.  JVatts. 

"  Tuft  fuch  is  the  Chriftian— His  race  he  begins, 
Like  the  fun,  in  a  mift,  when  he  mourns  tor  his  fins, 
And  melts  into  tears.   Then  he  breaks  out,  and  fhines, 

And  travels  his  heavenly  way. 
But,  as  he  draws  nearer  to  finifti  his  race, 
Like  a  fine  fetting  fun,  he  looks  richer  in  grace; 
And  gives  a  fu re  hope,  at  the  end  of  his  days, 

Of  rifing,  in  brighter  array." 

*  To  feveral  of  his  friends,  who  vifited  him  in  the  la/! 
ftage  of  his  decline,  he  ufed  many  (hiking  expreflions  of 
the  comforts  vouchfafed  him,  and  of  the  (weet  earnefts  of 
glory  which  he  felt  in  his  foul.  Some  of  thefe  friends 
committed  to  paper  feveral  of  his  moft  remarkable  words* 
for  their  own  memory  and  for  the  fatisfa&ion  of  others* 
In  conversation  with  a  gentleman  of  the  faculty,  not  long 
before  his  death,  he  frequently  difclaimed  with  abhorrence 
the  leaft  dependence  on  his  own  righteoufitefs,  as  any  caufe 
of  his  justification  before  GOD,  and  faid,  -that  he  rejoiced 
only  in  the  free,  complete,  and  everlafting  falvation  of 
GOD's  eled  by  Jefits  Cbri/i9  through  the  fanaification  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  We  cannot  fatisfy  the  Reader  more  than 
by  giving  this  friend's  own  relation  of  his  intercourfe  and 
conversation.  «  A  remarkable  jealoufy  was  apparent  in 
his  whole  condua,  for  fear  of  receiving  any  part  of  that 
honor,  which  is  due  to  Cbrifl  alone.  He  de fired  to  be  no- 
thing, and  that  Jefus  might  be  all,  and  in  all. — His  feelings 
were  fo  very  tender  upon  this  fubjea,  that  I  once  very  un- 
defignedly  put  him  almoft  in  an  agony,  by  remarking  the 
great  lofs,  which  the  church  of  Cbrifl  would  fuflain  by  his 
death,  at  this  particular  junaure. — The  utmoft  diltrefs 
was  immediately  vifible  in  his  countenance,  and  he  ex- 
claimed to  this  purpofe;  "What;  by  my  death?  No  !  By 
my  death  ?  No. — J'fus  Cbrifl  is  able,  and  will,  by  proper 
inftruments,  to  defend  his  own  truths. — And  with  regard 
to  what  little  I  have  been  enabled  to  do  in  this  way  J  not  to 
me,  not  to  me,  but  to  his  name,  and  to  that  only,  be  the 
glory." 

'  Converfing  upon  the  fubjea  of  elcaion,  he  faid ; "  That 
GOD's  ever  lifting  love  to  his  chofen  people;  his  eternal 

"  particular. 
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particular,  rooft  free,  and  immutable  choice  of  them  in 
Chrijl  Jefus;  was  without  the  lead  refpeA  to  any  work, 
or  works,  of  righteoufnefs,  wrought,  or  to  be  wrought,  or 
that  ever  mould  be  wrought,  in  them  or  by  them  :  For 
GOD's  election  does  not  depend  upon  our  Un&ification, 
but  our  fan&ification  depends  upon  GOD's  election  and 
appointment  of  us  to  everlafting  life." — At  another  time, 
he  was  fo  affected  with  a  fenfe  of  GOD's  everlafting  love 
to  his  foul,  that  he  could  not  refrain  from  burfting  into 
tears. 

*  The  more  his  bodily  ftrength  was  impaired,  the  more 
vigorous,  lively,  and  rejoicing,  his  mind  feemed  to  be* 
From  the  whole  tenor  of  his  converfation  during  our  in- 
terviews, he  appeared  not  merely  placid  and  ferene,  but  he 
evidently  pofleiTed  the  fulleft  aflurance  of  the  molt  trium- 
phant faith.  He  repeatedly  told  me,  that  he  had  not  had  the 
fhadow  of  a  doubt,  refpecYmg  his  eternal  falvation,  for 
near  two  years  paft.  It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  he  fo 
earneftly  longed  to  be  dilTolved  and  to  be  with  Chrift*  His 
foul  feemed  to  be  conftantly  panting  Heaven-ward  j  and 
his  deli  res  increafed,  the  nearer  his  diflblution  approached* 
—A  fliort  time  before  his  death,  at  his  requeft,  I  felt  his 
pulfe ;  and  he  defired  to  know,  what  1  thought  of  it.  I 
told  him,  that  his  heart  and  arteries  evidently  beat  (almoft 
every  day)  weaker  and  weaker.  He  replied  immediately, 
with  the  fweeteft  fmile  upon  his  countenance,  "  Why, 
that's  a  good  fign,  that  my  death  is  faft  approaching ;  and 
blefled  be  GOD,  I  can  add,  that  my  heart  beats  every  day 
ftronger  and  ftronger  for  glory." 

*  A  few  days  preceding  his  diflblution,  I  found  him  (it- 
ting  up  in  his  arm-chair,  and  fcarce  able  to  move  or  fpeakv 
I  addreffed  him  very  foftly,  and  afked,  if  his  confolations 
continued  to  abound,  as  they  had  hitherto  done.  He 
cjuickly  replied ;  "  O,  my  dear  Sir,  it  is  impoffible  to  de* 
icribe  how  good  GOD  is  to  me.  Since  I  have  been  fit- 
ting in  this  chair  this  afternoon  (glory  be  to  his  name  !) 
I  have  enjoyed  fuch  a  feafon,  fuch  (weet  communion  with 
GOD,  and  fuch  delightful  manifcftations  of  his  prefence 
with,  and  love  to  my  foul,  that  it  is  impoilible  for  words, 
cr  any  language,  to  exprefs  them.  I  have  had  peace  and 
joy  unutterable :  And  I  fear  not,  but  that  GOD's  confo- 
lations and  fupport  will  continue." — But  he  immediately 
recolletfed  himfelf,  and  added,  «  What  have  I  faid  }  GOD 
may,  to  be  fure,  as  a  Sovereign,  hide  his  face  andiiis  fmilei 
from  me;  however,  1  believe  he  will  not ;  and  if  hefhould, 
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yet  A  ill  will  I  truft  in  him  :  1  know  I  am  fafe  and  fecurt} 
for  his  love  and  his  covenant  are  everlafting." 

*  To  another  friend,  who,  in  a  conversation  with  hint 
upon  the  fubject  of  his  principles,  had  afke'dhim,  whether 
any  doubt  remained  upon  his  mind  refpe&ing  the  truth  of 
them  ;  he  anfwered;  "  Doubt,  Sir,  Doubt !  Pray,  ufe 
not  that  word,  when  fpeaking  of  me,  I  cannot  endure 
the  term ;  at  leaft,  while  GOD  continues  to  fhine  upon 
my  foul,  in  the  gracious  manner  he  does  now :  Not  (added 
he)  but  that  1  am  fenfible,  that  while,  in  the  body,  if  left 
of  him,  1  am  capable,  through  the  power  of  temptation, 
of  calling  into  queilion  every  truth  of  the  gofpel.  But, 
that  is  fo  far  from  being  the  cafe,  that  the  comforts  and 
manifestations  of  his  love  are  fo  abundant,  as  to  render  my 
Itate  and  condition  the  moil  deferable  in  the  world.  I 
would  not  exchange  my  condition  with  any  one  upon 
earth.  And,  with  refpecl  to  my  principles ;  thofe  blefleti 
truths,  which  I  have  been  enabled  in  my  poor  roeafure  to 
maintain,  appear  to  me,  more  than  ever,  moll  glorioufly 
indubitable.  My  own  exigence  is  not,  to  my  apprehen- 
Jtion,  a  greater  certainty." 

4  The  fame  friend  calling  upon  him  a  day  or  two  before 
his  death,  he  faid,  with  hands  clafped,  and  his  eyes  lifted 
up  and  (tarting  with  tears  of  the  mod  evident  joy,  "  O  my 
dear  Sir,  I  cannot  tell  you  the  comforts  I  feel  in  my  foul : 
They  are  paft  expreflion.  The  confolations  of  GOD  to 
fuch  an  unworthy  wretch  are  fo  abundant,  that  he  leaves 
me  nothing  to  pray  for,  hut  a  continuance  of  them.  I  en- 
joy a  heaven  already  in  my  foul.  My  prayers  are  all  con- 
verted into  praife.  Neverthelefs,  I  do  not  forget,  that  I 
am  lull  in  the  body,  and  liable  to  all  thofe  diftrefling  fears, 
which  are  incident  to  human  nature,  when  under  tempta- 
tion and  without  any  fenfible  divine  fupporU  But,  fo  long- 
as  the  prefence  of  GOD  continues  with  me  in  the  degree 
I  now  enjoy  it,  I  cannot  but  think,  that  fuch  a  defponding 
frame  is  impoflible."  All  this  he  (pake  with  an  emphausr 
the  molt  ardent  that  can  be  conceived. 
:  '  Speaking  to  another  particular  friend  upon  the  fubjecS 
©f  his  "  Dying  Avowal,"  (a  paper  wh'rch  hepubliflied  a  lit- 
tle before  his  death,  refpecling  a  report  which  was  faid  to> 
have  been  raifed  of  his  recanting  his  writings)  he  exprefled 
himfelf  thus;  41  My  dear  friend,  thofe  great  and  glorious 
truths,  which  the  Lord,  in  rich  mercy,  has  given  me  to  be- 
lieve, and  which  He  has  enabled  me  (though  very  feebly^ 
to  ftand  forth  in  the  defence  of,  are  not  (as  thofe,  who  be- 
lieve not  or  oppofe  them,  fay)  dry  doctrines,  or  mere  fpe- 
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Culative  points.  No.  But,  being  brought  into  practical 
and  heart-felt  experience,  they  are  the  very  joy  and  fup- 
port  of  my  foul ;  and  the  confolations,  flowing  from  them, 
carry  me  far  above  the  things  of  time  and  of  lenfe."  Soon 
afterwards  he  added ;  "  So  far  as  I  know  my  own  heart,  I 
have  no  defire,  but  to  be  entirely  paflive ;  to  live,  to  die,  to 
be,  to  do,  to  lufFer,  whatever  is  GOD's  blefled  will  concern- 
ing me ;  being  perfectly  fatisfied,  that,  as  He  ever  has,  fo 
He  ever  will,  do  that  which  is  beft  concerning  me ;  and 
that  He  deals  out,  in  number,  weight  and  mealure,  what- 
ever will  conduce  mod  to  his  own  glory,  and  to  the  good 
of  his  people." 

-  'Another  of  his  friends,  mentioning  likewife  the  report 
that  was  fpread  abroad  of  his  recanting  his  former  princi- 
ples ;  he  faid,  with  fome  vehemence  and  emotion,  "  I  re- 
Cant  my  former  principles  !  GOD  forbid,  that  I  fhould  be 
fo  vile  an  apoftate."  To  which  he  prelently  added,  with 
great  apparent  humility,  "  And  yet  that  apoftate  I  fhould 
foon  be,  if  I  were  left  to  myfelf."  To  the  fame  friend, 
converfing  upon  the  fubje&  of  his  (icknefs,  he  faid ;  "  Sick- 
nefs  is  no  affliction ;  pain  no  curfe ;  death  itfelf  no  diflblu- 
tion." 

'  Mr.  Toplady  had  not  learned  the  doctrines  of  grace  in  a 
human  fchool ;  and  it  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  the 
teacher,  from  whom  he  obtained  them,  neither  fuffered 
him  to  forget  nor  forego  them.  Writing,  fometime  fince, 
to  a  friend  he  had  long  efteemed,  he  ufed  thefe  words,  re- 
fpecling  his  own  converfion  :  "  I  well  remember,  that, 
when  1  fir  ft  began  to  difcern  fomething  of  the  abfurdities 
and  impieties  ot  Arminianifm  ;  my  mind  was  in  a  ftate  of 
fufpence,  for  many  lucceeding  months.  Dr.  Afantons  fer- 
mons,  on  the  xviith  of  St.  John,  were  the  means,  through 
which  my  Arminian  prejudices  received  their  primary 
fhock  :  A  blefting,  for  which  an  eternity  of  praife  will  be 
a  poor  mite  of  acknowledgement  to  that  GOD,  whofe  Spi- 
rit turned  me  from  darknefs  to  light.  But  it  was  a  confi- 
derable  time  (and  not  till  after  much  prayer,  and  much 
reading  on  each  fide  of  the  argument),  e'er  my  judgement 
was  abiblutely  fixed.  I  fhall,  when  in  Heaven,  remember 
the  year  1758,  with  gratitude  and  joy  :  As  I,  doubtlefs, 
(hall  the  year  1755,  in  which  1  was  hrft  awakened  to  feel 
my  need  of  Chrijl"  All  his  con verfat ions,  as  he  ap- 
proached nearer  and  nearer  to  his  deceafe,  feemed  more  and 
more  happy  and  heavenly.  He  frequently  called  himfelf 
the  happieft  man  in  the  world.  "  O  !  (fays  he)  how  this 
foul  of  mine  longs  to  be  gone  !  Like  a  bird  imprifoned  in 
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cage,  it  longs  to  take  its  flight.  O  that  1  had  wings  like 
a  dove,  then  would  I  flee  away  to  the  realms  of  blifs,  and 
be  at  reft  for  ever  !  O  that  fome  guardian  angel  might  be 
commiflioned ;  for  I  long  to  be  abfent  from  this  body,  and 
to  be  with  my  Lord  for  ever."  Being  afked  by  a  friend  if 
he  always  enjoyed  fuch  manifestations,  he  anfwered  ;  "  I 
cannot  lay,  there  are  no  intermiflions ;  for,  if  there  were 
riot,  my  confolations  would  be  more  and  greater  than  1 
could  poffibly  bear;  but,  when  they  abate,  they  leave  fuch 
an  abiding  fenfe  of  GOD's  goodnels,  and  of  the  certainty 
of  my  being  fixed  upon  the  eternal  rock  Chrtft  Jef*s,  that 
my  foul  is  ftill  filled  with  peace  and  joy." 

'  At  another  time,  and  indeed  for  many  days  together, 
he  cried  out,  44  O  what  a  day  of  fun-mine  has  this  been 
to  me  !  I  have  not  words  to  exprefs  it.  It  is  unutterable. 
O,  my  friends,  how  good  is  GOD  !  Almoft  without  in- 
terruption, his  prefence  has  been  with  me."  And  then, 
repeating  feveral  pafTages  of  fcripture,  he  added,  "  What  a 
great  thing  it  is  to  rejoice  in  death  !"  Speaking  of  Chrij}y 
he  faid,  "  His  love  is  unutterable  !"  He  was  happy  in 
declaring,  that  the  viiith  chapter  of  the  epiftle  to  the  Ro- 
mans, from  the  thirty-third  to  the  end  of  the  fix  following 
verfes,  were  the  joy  and  comfort  of  his  foul.  Upon  that 
portion  of  fcripture  he  often  defcanted  with  great  delight, 
and  would  be  frequently  ejaculating,  "  Lord  Jtfos  !  why 
tarried  Thou  fo  long  !'*  He  fometimes  faid,  "  I  find  as  tho 
bottles  of  heaven  empty,  they  are  filled  again;"  meaning, 
probably,  the  continual  comforts  of  grace,  which  he  abun- 
dantly enjoyed.  When  he  drew  near  his  end,  he  faid, 
waking  from  a  (lumber ;  "  O  what  delights  !  Who  can  fa- 
thom the  joys  of  the  third  Heaven  ?"  And,  a  little  before 
his  departure,  he  was  blefling  and  praifing  GOD  for  conti- 
nuing to  him  his  underftanding  in  clearnefs  ;  "  but  (added 
he  in  a  rapture)  for  what  is  moft  of  all,  his  abiding  pre- 
fence, and  the  mining  of  his  love  upon  my  foul.  The  fky 
(fays  he)  is  clear ;  there  is  no  cloud  :  Come,  Lord  Jfefusy 
come  quickly  !"  Within  the  hour  of  his  death,  he  called 
his  friends  and  his  fervant,  and  aikedthem,  "  If  they  could 
give  him  up :"  Upon  their  anfwering  in  the  affirmative, 
fince  it  plealed  the  Lord  to  be  fo  gracious  to  him,  he  repli- 
ed ;  "  O  what  a  blefling  it  is,  you  are  made  willing  to  give 
me  up  into  the  hands  of  my  dear  Redeemer,  and  to  part 
with  me  :  It  will  not  be  long  before  GOD  takes  me;  for 
no  mortal  man  can  live,  (bunting,  while  he  faid  it,  into  tears 
of  jov)  after  the  glories,  which  GOD  has  manifeftedto  my 
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Ibul."  Soon  after  this  he  clofed  his  eyes,  and  found  (as 
Milton  finely  expreffes  it) 

«  A  death  like  ileep, 

A  gentle  wafting  to  immortal  life." 

*  Thus  departed  from  this  prefent  evil  world  the  Rev 
,  Mr.  Topiadyy  and,  now  delivered  from  fin  and  forrow,  is 
doubtlefs  employed  in  thank fgivings,  where  the  wicked 
ceafe  from  troubling,  and  where  the  weary  are  at  reft*. 
May  thofe,  who  read  this  account  of  him,  be  alfo  prepar- 
ed for  the  Lord's  appearing,  that  they,  together  with  him 
and  myriads  of  bleffed  fpirits  gone  before  him,  may  inherit 
the  promifes  /  As  a  controverfial  writer,  he  could  not  fail  of 
making  many  enemies,  whofe  errors  he  had  freely  attacked, 
and  who  may  therefore  be  difpofed  to  confider  hjm,  not  in 
the  mo  ft  candid  view.  But  the  time  is  at  hand,  when  both 
they  who  revile,  and  they  who  are  reviled,  muft  all  appear 
before  the  judgement -feat  of  Chrift  :  Let  no  man,  therefore, 
judge  before  the  timey  until  the  Lord  come,  who  will  make  ma- 
mfcfl  the  counfels  of  the  heart.  Real  Chriftians,  refpefting 
their  fpiritual  life,  have  but  one  object  to  view,  which  is 
JEHOVAH  their  Redeemer ;  and  but  one  rule  to  follow, 
which  is  his  ever-blefled  word.  And  with  refped  to  each 
other,  Luther  s  favorite  faying  may  be  received  for  a  max- 
im;  4  That  Charity  beareth  all  things,  and  yieldeth  all 
things;  but  Faith,  nothing.'  In  Heaven,  all  the  faithful 
have  but  one  heart  and  foul,  whatever  differences  or  deno- 
minations they  may  have  borne  below.  In  the  mean  time, 
happy  are  they,  who  can  fo  bear  and  forbear,  as  not  to  give 
up  the  truth,  which  is  to  be  faenficed  to  no  man ;  and  yet 
can  foaflert  it,  when  called  upon  by  Divine  Providence,  as 
neither  to  court  nor  to  fear  the  faces  of  any. 

4  The  following  foliloquy,  written  fome  years  ago  by 
Mr.  Toplady  upon  the  death  of  a  valued  friend,  has  been 

•  It  is  not  improper  to  note  here,  that  a  very  falfe  and  (hocking  re* 
port  was  circulated  not  long  after  his  death,  chiefly  in  TorkJbiret  tlutt 
Mr.  toplady  had  departed,  like  the  wretched  Spira,  defpairing  and 
blafpheming,  and  that  this  Memoir  of  his  Life  was  a  mere  romance 
fabricated  by  his  friends.  To  detail  and  circulate  lies  upon  matters 
of  this  kind  would  be  dreadfully  impious  in  Mr.  Toplady**  friends, 
and  ought  to  have  been  fully  proved  by  thofe  who  pretended  to  detect 
them.  Upon  this  account,  therefore,  that  truly  pious  and  excellent 
Gentleman,  Sir  Richard  Hill,  Bart,  addrefleda  letter  dated  Henvkfionr, 
Nov.  29,  1779,  to  Mr*  John  Wejley>  who  was  (aid  to  be  the  author  of 
this  fcandalous  detraction,  defil  ing  him  to  exculpate  himfclf,  or  his 
(ilencc  would  be  confidered  as  a  tacit  acknowledgement  of  his  guilt.— 
We  are  forry  to  add,— no  aniwer  was  given. 
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thought  fo  appofite  to  himfelf  in  his  own  dying  hour,  that 
it  is  prefented,  without  any  farther  apology.  It  will  pro- 
bably be  perceived  by  molt  Readers,  that  the  Author  had 
in  view  the  memorable  verfes  of  the  dying  emperor  Adrian: 
But  the  dark  defponding  thought  of  the  Heathen,  and  tho 
illuftrious  hope  of  the  Chriftian,  afford  a  comparifon,  moft 
glorioufly  advantageous  on  the  fide  of  the  gofpel*. 

«The  DYING  BELIEVER  to  his  SOUI<, 

Deathlcfs  principle,  arife : 
Soar,  thou  native  of  the  fkies  ; 
Pearl  of  price,  by  Jcfus  bought, 
To  his  glorious  likenefs  wrought, 
Go,  to  fliine  before  his  throne ; 
Deck  his  mediatorial  crown  : 
Go,  his  triumphs  to  adorn  ; 
Made  for  GOD,  to  GOD  return, 

Lo,  He  beckons  from  on  high  \ 
Fearlefs  to  his  prefence  fly  : 
Thine  the  merit  of  his  blood  ; 
Thine  the  righteoufnefs  of  GOD, 

Angels,  joyful  to  attend, 
Hov'ring,  round  thv  pillow  bend  ; 
Wait  to  catch  the  hgnal  giv'n, 
And  efcort  thee  quick  to  Heav'n, 

Is  thy  earthly  houfe  diftrefl  ? 
Willing  to  retain  her  gueft  ? 
'Tis  not  thou,  but  fhe,  muft  die  3 
Fly,  celeftial  tenant,  fly. 
Burft  thy  fliackles,  drop  thy  clay, 
Sweetly  breathe  thyfelf  away  : 

»  Adrian  to  his  Soul  on  his  Death-bed  \ 

Animtda  *va$ulat  blandula, 
HiyffSy  cctKefyve  corporis, 
SZu*  nunc  abibis  in  loca 
PalUJula,  rigida,  nudufa, 
AVf,  ut  fiksy  difbis  joiost 

Mr.  Pope  has  given  this  Tranfiation  : 

Ah  !  fleeting  fpirjt !  wand'ring  fire, 

That  long  halt  warm'd  my  tender  breaft, 
Mult' thou  no  more  this  frame  infpire  ? 

No  more  a  plcaling  chearful  guelt  ? 
Whither,  ah  whither  art  thou  nying  ? 

To  what  dark  undifcover'd  fliore  t 
Thou  leem'ft  all  trembling,  Ihiv 'ring,  dying  | 

Aiid  wit  and  humour  arc  no  more. 

"  Singing, 
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Singing,  to  thy  cro  wn  remove ; 
Swift  of  wing,  and  nr'd  with  love. 

Shudder  not  to  pafs  the  ftream : 
Venture  all  thy  care  on  Him  ; 
Him,  whofe  dying  love  and  pow'r 
Still*d  its  tolling,  hunYd  its  roar. 
Safe  is  the  expanded  wave; 
Gentle,  as  a  fummer's  eve : 
Not  one  object  of  his  care 
Ever  fufferM  fhipwreck  there. 
See  the  haven  full  in  view  ! 
Love  divine  /hall  bear  thee  through, 
Truft  to  that  propitious  gale  : 
Weigh  thy  anchor,  fpread  thy  fail. 

Saints,  in  glory  perfedt  made, 

Wait  thy  pafTage  through  the  fhade : 

Ardent  cor  thy  coming  o'er, 

See,  they  throng  the  blilsful  fhore. 

Mount,  their  tranfports  to  improve  : 

Join  the  longing  choir  above  *. 

Swiftly  to  their  wifli  be  giv'n  : 

Kindle  higher  joy  in  Heav'n. 

—Such  the  profpedls  that  arife, 
To  the  dying  Christian's  eyes  J 
Such  the  glorious  vifta,  faith 
Opens  through  the  fhades  of  death  ! 

His  Works  :  "  I.  The  Church  of  England  vindicated 
from  the  Charge  of  Arminianifm;  and  the  Cafe  of  Armi- 
nian  Subfcription  particularly  conlidered ;  in  a  Letter  to 
the  reverend  Dr.  Nowelt,  1769.  II.  The  Dodtrine  of  ab- 
solute Predeftination  ftated  and  aflerted ;  with  a  Prelimi- 
nary Difcourle  on  the  Divine  Attributes  :  Tranflated  in 
great  meafure  from  the  Latin  of  Jerom  Zancbius;  with 
iome  account  of  his  life  prefixed,  1769.  III.  A  Letter  to 
the  Reverei>d  Mr.  John  fVc/lcy,  relative  to  his  pretended 
abridgement  of  Zancbius  on  Predeftination,  1770.  2d  edit. 
1 77 1.  IV,  A  Caveat  againft  unfound  Dodtrines  :  A  Ser- 
mon  preached  at  Blackfriar 5,  April  29,  1770.  V '.  Jefux 
feen  of  Angels;  and  GOD's  Mmdfulnefs  of  Man  :  1  hree 
Sermons,  preached  at  Broad  Hemburyy  Devon,  Dec.  25^ 
1770.  VI,  Free  Thoughts  on  the  projecled  Application 
to  Parliament  for  the  Abolition  of  Eccleiiaftical  Subfcrip- 
tions,  177 1.  VII.  More  Work  for  Mr.  John  Wejley :  Or 
a  Vindication  of  the  Decrees  and  Providence  of  GOD 
from  the  De£ujiJitions  of  a  lute  printed  paper,  entitled,; 
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*  The  Confequence  proved,'  1772.  VIII.  Clerical  Sob- 
fcription  no  Grievance:  A  Sermon,  preached  at  the  an- 
nual Vifitation  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Exeter,  May  12, 
1772.  IX.  Hiftoric  Proof  of  the  Doctrinal  Calvin ifm 
of  the  Church  of  England,  in  two  vols.  8ro.  1774.  X, 
Free-Will  and  Merit  fairly  examined;  or  Men  not  their 
own  Saviors  :  A  Sermon,  preached  at  Blackfriars,  May  25, 
1774.  XL  Good  News  from  Heaven  ;  or,  the  Goipel  a 
joyful  Sound :  A  Sermon,  preached  at  the  Lock-Chapel^ 
June  19,  1774*  XII.  The  Scheme  of  Chriftian  and  Phi- 
lofophical  Neceflity  aflerted,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  "John  Wef- 
ley%  Tract  on  that  fubject,  1775.  XIII.  Joy  in  Heaven, 
and  the  Creed  of  Devils :  Two  Sermons,  preached  in 
London,  1775.  XIV.  Moral  and  Political  Moderation 
recommended:  A  Sermon,  preached  on  the  General  Fait, 
Dec.  13,  1776.  XV.  Collection  of  Hymns  for  Public 
and  Private  Worfliip,  1776.  XVI.  His  Dying  Avowal, 
dated  Knightjbridge,  July  22,  1778." 


JOHN  C  O  N  D  E  R,  D.  D. 

WE  are  indebted  for  mofl  of  the  following  account  of 
this  valuable  Minifter  to  a  pathetic  fermon,  occa- 
sioned by  his  death,  and  preached  by  the  reverend  James 
Webb,  at  the  Doctor's  late  meeting- houfe,  in  Moorjieldsi 
and  to  a  manufcript  account,  with  which  we  have  been 
favored  by  his  fon,  Mr.  5T.  Conder. 

He  was  born  at  Wimfle  in  Cambridge/hire  on  the  third 
of  June,  in  the  year  1 7 14,  andbred  up  among  the  Diflenters 
of  the  Independent  perfuafion.  After  palling  one  or  two 
grammar  fchools,  he  continued  his  education  under  Mr.  5. 
Parfons  of  Clerkenwell  by  the  help  of  the  *  King's  Head  So- 
ciety,' which  was  inftituted  to  bring  up  promifing  young 
men  for  the  dilTenting  miniftry ;  and  he  fmilhed  his  ftudies 
under  Mr.  J,  Eames.  He  begin  his  public  miniftry  in  the 
year  1738,  and  was  appointed  to  a  congregation  at  Cam- 
bridge in  1739,  where  he  continued  about  fixteen  years, 
with  acceptance  and  ufefulnefs.  He  was  not  only  much 
efteemed  by  the  people  of  his  own  profeflion  among  whom 
he  miniftered,  but  by  thofe  of  other  perfuafions,  who  had 
the  happinefs  of  his  acquaintance,  for  his  candor,  libera- 
lity, and  gracious  endowments.  He  continued  a  preacher 
for  above  tony  years,  in  which  time  (about  1 754)  he  became 
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a  Tutor  to  prepare  others  for  the  minifterial  office,  which 
duty  he  difcharged,  during  the  fpace  of  near  thirty  years. 
October  3,  1759,  he  was  chofen  one  of  the  Preachers  of 
the  (  Merchant's  Lecture,'  at  Pinner's  Hall.  May  21, 
1760,  he  was  chofen  co- palter  with  Mr.  Hall,  to  the 
Meeting  on  the  Pavement,  Moot  fields  \  and,  from  Mr. 
Half*  deatli  in  1763,  he  continued  to  be  fole  paftor  of  that 
congregation  till  1778,  when  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bennet  was 
chofen  his  aiTiltant.  Here  he  continued  his  valuable  la- 
bors till  his  departure  hence.  His  life  was  indeed  a  blef- 
fing,  and  his  memory  is  blefled.  We  are  told  by  the  Rev, 
Mr.  Bennet,  who  delivered  an  excellent  oration  at  his  in- 
terment, that  <  it  was  the  darling  theme  of  his  miniftrations 
to  recommend  Chrijl  in  his  perfon,  offices,  work,  and  grace, 
to  poor  finners,  and  that  there  have  been  but  few,  in  any 
age  of  the  Chriftian  church,  who  were  more  deeply  ac- 
quainted with  the  things  of  falvation,  or  could  more 
fkilrully  divide  the  word  of  truth.  This  gofpel  he  uni- 
formly preached  to  others;  this  gofpel  he  lived  upon  for 
himfclf;  this  gofpel  alfo  he  died  upon,  finding  it  to  be  the 
joy  and  rejoicing  of  his  heart.' 

Faithful  is  H  E  that  calleth  you,  who  alfo  will  do  it.  I  7%eJ/. 
v.  24.  Thefe  were  the  words  of  the  text  to  his  funeral 
fermon ;  and  thefe  words,  fays  Mr.  JVebb,  who  preached 
it,  were  the  Doctor's  '  fupport,  under  his  heavy  trials, 
and  in  his  views  of  death  and  judgement.'  He  had  the 
comfort  of  them  even  in  death  itfelf.  He  exprefled  a  fted- 
faft  unfliaken  affiance  in  the  grace,  fairhfulnefs,  and  love 
of  a  covenant  GOD  in  Chri/l;  an  aiTurance  of  the  truth 
of  that  gofpel,  which  he  had  uniformly  preached  ;  and  a 
lively  hope  of  a  blefled  immortality,  through  the  media- 
tion and  interceffion  of  the  great  Redeemer.  Some  months 
before  he  was  laid  afide  from  his  public  work,  he  was  con- 
verfing  with  a  friend  on  the  great  importance  "of  evange- 
lical dodtrines,  and  with  a  peculiar  degree  of  emphafis  and 
affection  told  him,  "  he  had  attained  the  full  aflurance  of 
faith-;  for,  after  fearching  the  fcriptures  with  the  clofeft  at- 
tention and  care,  he  had  not  a  doubt  or  fcruple,  refpe&ing 
the  truth  of  any  of  thole  grand  fundamental  doft  l  ines  he 
had  preached  and  lived  upon."  He  exhorted  his  friend  to 
continue  fledfafr  in  them,  as  he  was  fure  nothing  elfe  could 
build  up  the  church  of  Chri/l,  or  adminiiler  fupport  to  his 
own  foul.  When  it  pleaied  the  Lord  to  vifit  him  with  a 
paralytic  ftroke,  a  few  weeks  before  his  diflblution,  he  faid 
to  the  fame  friend ;  "Well,  my  dear  brother,  it  is  ngw  over 
with  me  for  this  life  :  I  mud  leave  you  to  take  care  of  the 
church,  and  doubt  not  but  the  Lord  wiU  be  with  you. 
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How  long  I  may  have  to  fuffer  in  this  way,  ere  I  get  my 
difmiflion,  1  cannot  fay,  and  defire  to  leave.  But  1  blets 
GOD,  I  can  fay  with  Dr  Grofvenor,  that  I  have  no  doubt 
all  things  are  rightly  fettled  between  me  and  my  Master  ; 
and  all  that  I  am  now  concerned  about  is,  to  take  a  decent 
farewell  of  the  world."  At  another  time,  he  faid  with 
chearfulnefs,  "  That,  had  he  his  lite  to  fpend  over  again, 
he  would  preach  the  fame  gofpel,  for  it  was  the  truth  of 
GOD  ;  and  that  he  would  neither  change  gofpel  nor  itate 
with  any  one."  When  his  friend  inquired  about  the  frame 
of  his  mind,  he  anfwered,  "  That  though  he  did  not  enjoy 
thole  bright  man  ire  ft  at  ions,  which  fome  had  been  favored 
with,  he  had  an  unwavering  confidence  in  GOD  as  his 
GOD ;  was  carried  above  all  doubts,  refpecting  his  intereft 
in  the  love  of  Chrljl ;  and  had  no  fears,  as  to  the  confe- 
quences  of  death,  though  he  often  dreaded  the  pains  of 
doing."  He  frequently  exhorted  his  children  to  think  of 
thefe  words  ;  GOD  is  our  refuge  and Jlrentth ;  a  very  prefent 
help  in  trouble*  To  which  lie  added;  "  1  have  found  him 
fo  ;  and  if  you  fear  and  truft  in  him,  you  will  find  him  fo 
to  you."  On  the  morning  of  his  death,  hearing  the  bells 
of  Hackney  ringing,  he  afked,  "  Why  they  rung  fo  r"  and 
being  anlwered,  that  it  was  the  Relioration-day,  he  faid , 
*4  Who  knows  but  it  may  be  my  Reftoration-day  ?"  He 
departed  in  the  night  following,  at  Homertony  May  30th, 
1 781,  in  the  iixty-feventh  year  of  his  age,  without  the  lealt 
wavering  in  his  confidence  towards  CjOD,  and  is  now 
doubtleis  numbered  among  the  faints  in  light*  His  remains 
were  interred  in  Biuibi  11  Fields.  He  married  in  1744  to  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  John  Flindcl  at  Ipfwicb,  by  whom  he  had 
feven  Ions,  rive  of  whom  furvived  him.  The  following 
Epitaph  was  compofed  by  himfelf,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
adulations,  which  (he  thought)  are  too  common  in  com* 
pofitions  of  this  kind  made  by  others. 

joannes  Bonder,  s.  t.  p. 

Prseco  evangelicus, 
Palter 

annos  fexdecim  Cantabrigige ; 
•del  ride, 
Londini  unum  et  viginti* 
Inter  Fratres  Diffentientes 
Prsefes  Academicus, 
"Vico  Homertonenfi. 
Natus  eft  Agio  Cantab rigienfi,  A.  S.  1714^ 
Obiit  Hackney,  30*  die  Maii,  1781. 
«&tat:  fuse,  67% 
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Peccavi. 

Refipui.  Confidi. 

Amavi.  Requiefco. 

Refurgam. 
Et  ex  gratia  Chrifti, 
ut  ut  indignus, 
Regnabo. 

His  Works.  lt  I.  A  Serious  Addrefs  to  all  fohet 
Chriftians,  tsfc.  on  the  important  Subject  of  a  Golpel  MU 
niltry.  London,  1 7 53.  \Vithouthis  name.  IU  A  Ser- 
mon preached  to  the  Congregational  Church  at  Cambridge, 
Oft.  13,  1 754,  from  Ads  xx.  32.  London,  1755.  111.  An 
Ordination  Sermon  preached  July  7,  1756,  at  Ames's  Lane, 
London,  from  1  Thefs.  iiu  8.  IV.  Another  preached  Alay 
11,  1758,  at  New-Broad  Street,  from  1  Theffi  v.  12,  13. 
V.  An  Exhortation  at  the  Ordination  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Rick.  IFinter,  June  14,  1759,  at  New-Court,  near  Lincoln  s- 
Inn-Fields,  from  Jer.  xxiii,  28.  VI.  A  Sermon  preachej 
before  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Manners,  at 
Salter  s-Hall,  Aug.  3,  1763,  from  1  John  hi.  8.  VI  I.  A 
Funeral  Sermon  on  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Hall, 
June2j,  1762,  from  Heb.  xiii.  7.  V  III.  Another  on  the 
death  of  Dr.  Guyfe,  Nov.  29,  1761,  from  Pjalm  xxxvii.  37, 
IX.  An  Ordination  Sermon  preached  at  the  Old  Meet* 
ing-Houfe,  Cambridge,  Ocl.  13,  1768,  from  Hcb*  xiii.  22." 

ABRAHAM  MADDOCK. 

THIS  humble,  excellent,  and  faithful  Servant  of  Jcfut 
Chrtfl,  was  born  June  ift.  17 13,  in  Long  Acre,  ffcjl* 
tn  'mjler,  of  ferious  parents,  who  not  only  gave  him  a  libe- 
ral but  a  religious  education.  They  lived  many  years. 
His  father  died  in  1748,  aged  eighty-eight;  and  hismothefr 
in  1763,  aged  eighty-fix.  Mr.  Aluddock  himfelf  wag 
brought  up  to  the  Law,  and  in  November  1733  was  ad* 
mitted  an  Attorney,  in  which  profeflion  he  continued  till 
the  year  1757,  when  (on  the  25th  of  September)  he  was  or- 
dained Deacon  by  Dr.  Thomas  late  bilhop  of  Lincoln,  at 
Bugden.  He  received  Prieft's  Orders  on  the  23d  of  Sep- 
tember, 1759,  fr°m  l^r*  T"errick  then  bilhop  of  Peterborough. 

He  was,  like  his  Redeemer,  a  man  of  forrows  and  ac- 
quainted with  grief  from  his  earlieil  days  ;  and  his  afflic- 
tions became  fancTified  afflictions,  which,  by  great  grace 
and  confiderabJe  Jrarning,  qualified  him  for  the  work  of  the 
miniftry  in  an  eX{ra©rdinary  degree.    He  was  not  a  novice, 
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but  an  old  eftabliftied  and  tried  Chriftian,  when  he  was 
called  to  teach  and  edify  the  church  of  GOD  :  And  GOD 
blefled  him  with  fingular  fuccefs.  Very  few  minifters 
have  been  honored  with  a  Jarger  fpi ritual  progeny,  to  whom 
his  name  and  memory  will  long  be  endeared.  He  came 
into  the  miniftry  with  a  fingle  eye  to  GOD's  glory,  and 
left  a  lucrative  bufmefs  in  the  world,  to  make  others, 
through  grace,  both  rich  and  wife  to  falvation.  If  I  were 
to  fpeak  all  I  know  of  him,  and  all  I  mould  be  juftified  in 
fpeaking  from  a  variety  of  papers  before  me,  it  might  ap- 
pear to  fome  of  my  Readers  like  exaggerated  encomium. 
But  I  have  no  occalion  (could  I  be  fo  taithlefs)  to  exagge- 
rate here :  The  naked  truth,  and  even  half  the  truth,  re- 
fpecYmg  this  excellent  man,  would  feem  extraordinary, 
not  only  to  the  world  at  large,  but  to  many  profeflbrs  of 
religion,  who  had  not  entered  as  deeply  as  himfelf  into  the 
divine  life,  or  been  as  mortified  as  he  was  to  all  but  Jejui 
Chrijl  and  the  things  of  GOD. 

He  began  his  miniftry  as  curate  to  the  late  memorable 
Mr.  Hcrvey  at  JVefton  ravelly  continued  with  him  to  his 
death,  and  was  promifed  by  the  patron  to  fucceed  him  in 
one  of  his  livings,  but  which,  to  fay  no  more,  was  not 
fulfilled.    He  continued,  however,  at  IVcJlon  Favcll  till 
November,  1760,  from  whence  he  went  to  the  curacy  of 
Jf^eldon,  where  he  continued  but  ten  months ;  the  gofpel  be- 
ing too  ofienfive  there.    His  next  miniftrations  were  at 
Kitteringy  which  he  began  on  the  16th  of  Augufl^  1761; 
and  here  he  continued  till  the  28th  of  June,  1770.    In  his 
private  and  public  life,  during  all  this  period,  he  met  with 
many  forrows  and  afflictions.  He  had,  indeed,  without  figbt- 
ir.gij  and  w'Mn  fears.    The  malice  and  craft  of  fome  very* 
bafe  and  wicked  people,  whom  I  pray  GOD  to  pardon  as 
1  know  Mr.  Maddock  did,  contrived' to  remove  this  faith- 
ful man  at  this  time  from  his  duty  here.    I  will  transcribe 
two  or  three  pafTages  from  his  Diary  upon  this  occalion, 
only  premiiing,  that  he  was  now  in  the  fifty-eighth  year 
of  his  age,  had  been  married  thirty- five  years,  and  was 
bowed  down  with  the  weight  of  manifold  lorrows  and  in- 
firmities.   "  June  20,  1770.  My  troubles  increafe.  This 
day  1  heard,  that  our  late  fervant,  to  juftify  her  leaving  her 
place,  had  flandered  me  moft  vilely,  and  that  it  began  to 
ipread  about  the  town." — u  June  24.    Nothing  but  trou- 
ble have  I  had  every  day.    My  enemies,  who  arealfo  ene- 
mies to  the  gofpel,  have  long  waited  for  an  opportunity. 
They  feem  greedily  to  embrace  this  with  a  devilifh  malice. 
Satan  roars  with  all  his  might ;  O  Lord,  fupport  thy  weak 
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fervant,  and  let  not  the  evil  one  prevail  againft  me."— 
"  June  28.  Being  overcome  with  the  fury  of  my  ene- 
mies, difpirited  with  evil  reports,  and  the  world  fight- 
ing under  their  prince  againft  me;  it  ihook  my  animal 
frame,  and  I  fell  fick  :  And  I  this  day,  cowardly,  fearing 
man,  and  not  trading  in  my  GOD,  refigned  my  curacy  ; 
which  was  what  my  enemies  wanted,  and  whereby  they 
obtained  a  great  advantage  over  me ;  for  it  was  faid,  my 
refignation  was  an  evidence  of  guilt,  though  the  charge 
itfelf  was  not  criminal,  nor  any,  no  not  the  leaft  evidence, 
was  given  of  the  charge,"—"  July  12.  My  troubles  have 
been  very  fevere  and  very  fharp  ever  fince  I  refigned  my 
curacy.  A  thouiand  new  lies  have  been  raifed,  &c.  &c* 
never  knew  fo  lamentable  a  time.  The  Lord  in 
mercy  look  upon  me,  and  give  me  ftrength  for  my  day." — 
I  copy  this  from  his  Diary,  that  it  may  be  noticed,  how 
that  no  holinefs  of  life  nor  any  other  confutations  arifing 
from  age  or  profelfion  can  exempt  the  people  of  GOD 
from  the  falfhood  and  malice  of  their  enemies,  and  how 
circumfpectly  therefore  and  wifely  they  ought  to  walk  to- 
wards them  that  are  without,  that  the  rage  of  their  enemies 
may  become  its  own  reproof.  Thus  it  was  with  Mr.  Mad- 
dock ;  for  two  of  his  bitter  enemies,  who  had  been  moft 
active  againft  him,  afterwards  relented,  "  behaved  exceed- 
ingly kind,  and  acknowledged  to  him,  that  the  reafon  of 
the  whole  was,  that  they  could  not  endure  the  dodlrine  he 
had  preached  to  them ;  for,  as  to  the  llander,  they  never 
had  believed  a  word  of  it,  but  only  ufed  it  as  an  inftrument 
againft  him."  Mr.  Maddoc)?*  note  upon  this  is ;  "  Now' 
my  enemies  have  confefled  their  enmity  to  GOD  and  his 
word,  and  to  me  for  preaching  it.  O  Lord,  by  this  con- 
feflion,  thou  haft  greatly  eafed  my  mind.  Thou  haft  made 
mine  enemies  conTefs,  that  they  nave  perfecuted  thy  fer- 
vant  out  of  malice;  but  remember,  I  befeech  thee,  their 
Mindnefs  and  ignorance,  and  pardon  them  freely  for  thy 
dear  Son's  fake." — .This  was  all  the  revenue,  which  the 
meek  Man  of  GOD  fuffered  himfelf  to  feel  upon  this  try- 
ing occafion. 

If  the  common  enmity  of  fuch  poor  creatures  were, 
worth  recording,  I  might  have  noticed,  that  their  oppofi- 
tion  began  feveral  years  before,  even  from  Mr.  Afaddock's 
firft  rclidence  among  them,  and  that  they  had  early  difco- 
vered  whofe  agents  they  were,  and  whole  work  they  were 
doing,  by  accufing  him  to  the  biftiop  for  not  burying  the 
dead,  and  for  fome  other  matters  equally  falfe  and  frivo- 
lous, from  which  it  was  cafy  for  him  to  juftify  himfelf  by 
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the  numerous  teftimonies  of  his  parifhioners,  anJ  to  the 
bilhop's  entire  fatisfadtion.  The  great  and  true  offence 
was,  that  the  congregations  were  large,  and  that  the  word 
of  GOD  ran  and  was  glorified  in  a  vail  number  of  per- 
fons,  both  in  the  town  and  in  the  country  round  about  him* 

In  September  1 7 73»  ne  removed  to  GuUJboroughy  and  en- 
tered upon  the  curacy  of  Creaton  a  neighbouring  village, 
which  was  the  laft  Itage  of  his  miniftry.  Here  he  laboured 
in  feafon  and  out  feafon*  with  all  zeal  and  diligence,  for— 
twenty  pounds  a  year. 

As  to  his  great  luccefs  in  the  miniftry,  I  will  refer  the 
Reader  to  his  own  account  of  it,  in  a  letter  to  me,  dated 
at  Creaton*  16th  July,  1783,  which  I  have  placed  in  a  note 
below* :  And  1  could  add  a  great  deal  more,  if  I  had  room, 

both 

•  "  You  kindly  chide  me  for  not  acquainting  you  with  what  GOD  is 
doing  among  my  people.  My  Dear  Friend,  It  is  a  proud  thing  to  men- 
tion, or,  perhaps,  I  might  exprefs  my felf  better,  in  faying,  it  is  danger 
rous  to  talk  of,  left  it  mould  itir  up  the  pride  that  is  naturally  in  our 
hearts.  A  man  fpeaks  very  awkwardly  when  he  talks  of  himleJf.  But 
what  I  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  H/7/feemed  neceflarily  to  flow  from 
my  fubjecl.  I  told  him  fome  of  my  hearers  fubferibed  &c .  [meaning  for 
fbme  Books]  This  therefore  (he  wed  there  was  *  work  goine  forward, 
otherwife  I  mould  have  been  filent,  and  laid  nothing  of  myfeTf.  But  it 
is  not,  indeed  it  is  not  a  revival  of  the  work  at  this  day,  as  you  mention : 
I  blefs  GOD,  and  to  his  pniife  I  defire  to  fpeak  it,  without  boafting, 
it  has  always  been  fo  wherever  he  has  fent  me.  When  I  came  toe 
fud  Sunday  to  this  place,  in  Ofiober  1773,  I  had  not  above  twenty, 
which  was  the  ufual  congregation.  Even  the  found  of  the  Gotpel 
was  unknown  in  thefe  parts.  The  very  next  Sunday,  which  was  the 
next  time  I  preached,  1  could  fcarcely  get  into  the  church.  In  left 
than  two  years,  'via.  June  17751  I  built  the  gallery,  for  the  church 
would  not  contain  the  people.  I  preached  one  year  at  Nafcby.  GOD 
was  pleated  to  work  fo  mightily  there,  that  in  that  time,  (tor  the  rector 
would  not  let  me  preach  any  longer,  becaufe  the  church  was  crowded,) 
many  were  converted,  how  many  GOD  knows,  but  there  were  (o 
many,  that  they  built  a  meeting  houfe  at  Clip/on,  the  next  parilh  to 
Najiby,  becaufe  Creaton  was  too  far  for  them  to  attend  conlbntly  with 
their  families.  About  three  years  ago  I  was  ill  fix  weeks  with  the 
ut*.  My  people  feared  I  mould  die,  upon  this  they  built  a  meeting 
ufe  at  Gud/boroufb,  two  miles  from  Creatont  and  both  thefe  places  arc 
crowded.  As  foon  as  I  loft  thefe  two  congregations  my  church  was 
immediately  filled  with  new  faces,  who  before  could  not  get  in,  fo  that 
I  never  mift  them  ;  and  now  I  am  fo  full  that  every  fabbatb  very  many 
(land  in  the  church  yard  under  the  windows,  becaufe  they  cannot  get 
in  even  into  the  porches.  But  why  ihould  you  urge  me  to  lay  more  f 
It  was  the  fame  at  Kettering.  It  was  the  fame  twenty  four  years  ago, 
when  I  left  Wefton-Favell.  Mr.  Rvland  had  above  a  hundred  of  my 
people,  and  owns  ?X  this  day,  that  his  meeting  is  greatly  indebted  to 
my  leaving  his  neighbourhood.  There  are  tour,  if  not  more,  who 
are  now  dnTenting  minifters,  who  were  converted  under  me,  and  who, 
becaufe  they  could  not  get  ordination  in  our  church,  preach  among 
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both  from  his  own  Diary  and  Memoranda,  from  his  Let- 
ters to  his  and  my  valuable  and  ingenious  Friend  the  Rev, 
Mr.  ji/o/fs  i?reww,  and  from  his  correfpondencewithmyfelf. 
Some  of  thefe  Letters,  and  efpecially  thole  to  Mr.  Browne, 
breathe  luch  a  fpirit  of  evangelical  piety,  that  their  publi- 
cation would  he  a  valuable  treafure  to  the  Chriftian  world. 

But  I  mull  now,  for  the  fake  of  brevity,  proceed  to  give 
fome  account  of  the  clofe  of  this  valuable  life. 

He  began  with  his  favorite  theme  at  Crcaton  ; — GOD  is 
Lovey  1  John  iv.  1 6.  And  the  love  of  GOD  crowned  his 
labors  and  his  life,  at  this  favored  village.  He  was  not 
attacked  with  any  particular  difeafe ;  but,  being  advanced 
in  years,  and  long  opprefled  with  troubles,  he  feemed  to 
fall  into  a  gradua  I  decay  of  nature,  which,  however,  did 
not  prevent  him  from  thedifcharge  of  his  duty,  but  for  one 
Sunday  before  he  died.  The  laft  performance  of  his  mi  - 
nifterial  office  was  a  very  laborious  one.  He  preached 
twice,  after  twice  reading  prayers,  adminiilered  the  facra- 
tnent  to  a  numerous  congregation,  and  buried  a  corpfe.  In 
this  refpecl,  he  fully  enjoyed  his  defire  of  remaining  here 
no  longer,  than  lie  could  work  for  his  Mailer  and  the  good 
of  fouls. 

Upon  afking  his  pious  nephew,  who  attended  him  with 
medical  afii  (lance  during  his  laft  illnefs,  whether  he  faw 
any  hope  of  his  recovery,  and  upon  being  informed  that 
it  was  very  doubtful ;  he  immediately  uttered  with  thank- 
fulnefs,  "  Glory  be  to  GOD  on  high!"  As  he  was  going 
up  flairs  a  night  or  two  before  his  death,  his  clerk  wi  fried 
him  a  good  night,  and  added,  *  the  Lord  comfort  you,  Sir  lr 
Jie  inftantly  replied,  "  I  don't  want  comfort,  John" 
Two  of  his  people,  who  flood  by  his  bed-fide  as  he  was 
dying,  being  in  tears,  and  lamenting,  he  called  to  them 
and  laid,  "You  are  poor  foldiers  indeed  !" 

He  quitted  this  vale  of  tears  on  Sunday  morning,  about 
fix  o'clock,  July  17,  1785,  in  the  leventy-fecond  year  of 
his  age,  and  was  buried  in  the  church-yard  of  Creaton,  by 
)iis  own  defire,  on  the  21ft  of  July,  following;  when  a 
fermon  wa9  prenched,  to  a  very  large  and  much-affecled 
congregation,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Scott,  of  Olney9  upon 
Ails  xiii.  36. 

that  people.  Three  have  Hated  meeting  houfes,  one  in  Huntin$Ain- 
Jhtre,  one  near  Aylejbury  in  buckxngbamjh'ire,  and  one  in  Sbrofjhirf. 
This  hath  GOD  wrought !  But  if  it  is  boaliing,  remember,  you  have 
compelled  me  to  it,  and  therefore  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me.  But, 
bleiled  be  GOD,  the  beft  of  it  is,  The  work  is  not  yet  at  aa  end." 

•  -  His 
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His  perfon  was  tall  and  rather  flender ;  but  his  afpexS 
was  both  venerable  and  agreeable.  Though  tried  with 
many  and  fevere  afflictions,  very  few  men  poflefled  greater 
chearfulnefs  and  even  pleafantry.  He  was  a  man  or  parts, 
had  much  wit,  and  obtained  (tor  he  did  not  ceafe  to  lludy 
even  in  age)  a  confulerable  (hare  of  learning.  In  his 
friendfliips  he  was  benevolent,  affectionate,  and  fmcere. 
No  man  could  more  tenderly  pity  the  infirmities  of  others, 
or  be  more  fenfibly  alive  to  his  own.  Though  blefl  with 
great  attainments  and  ufefulnefs,  he  was  eUatbeawith  humi- 
lity; and  he  died,  as  he  had  lived,  with  all  the  placid  and 
gentle  meeknefs  of  aChriftian.  His  doctrine  diftillcd  as  the 
dew  upon  the  hearers'  fouls ;  and  there  was  an  unarrested 
pathos,  as  well  as  fimplicity,  in  all  his  manner  and  lan- 
guage, which  no  unfeeling  art,  or  pomp  of  phrafe,  could 
poflibly  give.  He  fludied  not  to  pleafe  men,  but,  as  a 
faithful  lteward  of  the  heavenly  myfteries,  to  diftribute 
to  every  man  his  proper  portion  in  due  feafon.  Feeling 
evidently  what  he  delivered  to  others,  he  caught  both  the 
attention  and  the  hearts  of  his  auditors,  infomuch  that  it 
was  no  unufual  thing  to  fee  the  tears  gently  trickling 
down  thofe  faces,  whofe  fouls  were  inflamed  with  the 
love  of  Jcfus,  defcribed  and  recommended  by  this  holy 
man  of  GOD  to  humble  and  broken-hearted  tinners. 
What  melting  expreflions  would  he  ufe  upon  this  folemn 
and  delightful  fubject;  and  how  would  the  facred  energy 
feem  to  Aeal  from  his  very  foul,  and  fifl  the  hofoms,  and 
cbear  the  lpirits,  of  liftening  multitudes  !  He  was  as  an  an- 
gel fpeaking  from  heaven,  and  warning  and  exhorting  the 
children  ot  GOD,  diligently  to  prefs  after  the  crown, 

laid  up  for  them  there.  1  could  fay  much  more  re- 

fpecting  this  excellent  Perfon,  whofe  friendfhip  I  thought 
an  honor  to  myfelf  when  living,  and  whofe  memory  will 
ever  be  dear  to  me  while  1  have  a  heart  to  feel.  But  I 
will  only  add,  left  I  fhould  be  fufpected  of  a  warm  par- 
tiality, that  I  mall  blefs  GOD,  if  this  memoir  of  his  life, 
as  well  as  the  other  accounts  of  gracious  worthies  which 
fill  thefe  volumes,  mav  be  productive  of  ufefulnefs  to  my 
Readers,  and  effectually  urge  them,  through  divine  aid, 
to  become  followers  of  *  the  noble  army  of  martyrs'  and 
of  thofe  other  faints,  who  now  inherit  the  promijes.  Amen. 
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CONCLUSION. 

/V  S  the  Hiftory  of  particular  Perfons  always  throws 
f\.  Light  upon  the  Age  in  which  they  lived ;  it  is  pre- 
iumed,  that  the  preceding  Memoirs  alfo,  which  relate  to 
eminent  Men  in  the  Church  of  Cbr'tfl,  from  the  ^Era  of 
the  Reformation  (and  a  great  numher  more  might  have 
been  produced,  if  our  Limits  had  allowed)  not  only  difco- 
ver  their  own  Characters  but  the  Characters  of  the  feve- 
rai  Times  in  which  they  appeared.  Poflibly,  therefore, 
thefe  Accounts,  will  be  not  only  edifying  to  the  Faith,  but 
inftructive  to  the  Mind,  of  our  ferious  Readers,  and  of 
thofe  younger  Perfons  efpecially,  who  may  wifh  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  our  ecclefiaftical  Hiftory. 

The  intelligent  Chriftian  may  perceive,  that  we  have  ftu- 
dioufly  avoided  all  undue  Predilections  to  any  particular 
Party  or  Profeflion ;  knowing,  that  the  Grace  of  GOD  is 
confined  to  no  Party,  and  entailed  upon  no  one  Profefliori 
of  Chriftianity  in  the  World.  Thefe  Memoirs,  if  they 
prove  any  thing,  abundantly  prove  this  Truth.  And 
though  the  Author  rauft  naturally  have  his  Predilections' 
and  raflions,  or  he  would  not  be  a  fallen  Son  of  fallen 
Adam ;  yet  he  can  truly  fay,  that  he  has  watched  over 
thefe  Infirmities  of  human  Nature,  and  has  been  above  all 
things  defirous,  that  the  Glory  of  GOD  may  he  feen 
to  triumph  over  the  Narrownefs  of  Man,  and  that  the 
Grace  of  GOD  in  his  moft  excellent  Servants  may  alfo 
appear  to  be  one  and  the  fame  Blemng,  notwithftanding 
the  Prejudices  of  Birth  and  Education;  which  do  indeed 
ftrike  the  Mind  with  much  ftronger  Impreffions,  than  per- 
haps any  of  us  are  eafily  apt  to  imagine. 

In  reviewing  this  Work,  our  Readers  may  probably  per- 
ceive, that  fome  of  the  following  Confutations  prefent 
themfelves  to  the  Mind,  and  that  they  are  juftifled  by  ma- 
ny particular  Circum  (lances  in  thefe  Lives,  as  well  as  by 
the  general  Detail  of  our  Engl'tjh  Hiftory. 

i.  The  Reformation  of  our  eftablilned  Church  from 
Popery  proceeded  chiefly  upon,  what  are  juftly  enough 
called,  The  Doftrines  of  Grace,  in  oppofition  to  a  variety 
of  corrupt  Opinions,  and  to  a  greater  variety  of  anti- 
fcriptural  Superftitions  which  had  been  grounded  upon 
them*.    Thofe  Doctrines  were  not  Novelties  (as  fome  of 

*  See  this  Point  unanfwerably  demonftrated  by  the  late  Mr. 
Ttplady,  in  his  "  Hiltoric  Proof  of  the  doctrinal  Calvinifm  of  the 
"  Church  of  England  T  in  two  Volumes,  8w. 
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the  Papifts  affe&ed  to  treat  them)  becaufe  they  were  not 
only  as  antient  as  Divine  Revelation  itfelf,  but  were  alio 
maintained  more  or  lefs  in  all  Ages  of  the  Chriftian 
Church  ;  though,  for  fome  Centuries  before  the  Reforma- 
tion, but  by  comparatively  a  few  fcattered  Perfons,  wlio 
Jhone  as  Stars  amidfl  the  Gloom  of  Ignorance,  which  ge~ 
nerally  pervaded  Europe, 

The  moil  confiderable  Body  of  People,  profeffing  fcrip- 
tnral  and  unfophifticated  Divinity,  were  the  Albigenfes  in 
the  South  of  France  and  the  IValdcnJes  in  Piedmont.  The 
latter  Name,  however,  became  the  general  one,  upon  the 
great  Spread  of  their  Dodtrine,  which  was  one  and  the  fame, 
after  the  Jundtion  of  the  pious  Peter  Waldo  or  Faldo>  about 
the  year  1170,  from  whom  this  Appellation  was  taken. 
From  tbefe  real  Chriitians,  living  for  the  moil  part  in 
mountainous  and  almoft  inacceflible  Places  becaufe  of  their 
Enemies,  was  derived  the  primary  Root  of  all  the  fubfe- 
cjuent  Reformations-!-.  Their  Origin  is  carried  up  very  high 
into  the  purefl  Ages  of  the  Church.  It  is  certain,  that  a 
Romifh  Council  at  Tours  in  1 163  condemned  them  as 
Maintainers  of  an  Herefy,  long  since  fprung  up  in  the 
Territory  of  Thouloufey  i.  e.  among  thofe  called  Albigcnfcs* 
"  This  Seel,  fays  Cave,  from  Reiner  ius  (a  Monkifh  Ad- 
verfary,  who  wrote  againft  them  about  12$a)  foon  in- 
creafed  to  an  immenfe  Number  of  Followers,  and  prevailed 
every  where  ;  and  fome  have  affirmed,  that  it  exifted  in 
the  Days  of  Pope  Syhejler  [i.  e.  in  the  year  314]  or  rather 
from  the  apoltolic  Age  irfelf,  and  that  there  is  no  Country 
[in  Europe)  into  which  it  hath  not  fpread  itfelf||."  It  is 
not  improbable,  that  they  were  Defcendants  of  thofe  ex- 
cellent Chriilians,  who  wrote  from  Lyons  in  France  the  very 
remarkable  Epiirle  to  the  AJtan  Churches  in  the  feconJ 
Century  after  ChriflX* 

They  continued  likewife,  as  well  as  fpread ;  for  when 
Luther  and  the  other  Reformers  appeared  in  the  fixteenth 
Century,  the  Defcendants  of  tbefe  perfecuted  People  (who 
were  called  by  abundance  of  Nicknames*)  held  a  cordial 
Correfpondence  with  them,  aftonifhed  on  both  Sides  to 

f  See  their  Hiftory  and  Principles  at  large  in  Fox's  Acls  and  Mon. 
under  the  Reigns  of  K.  Henry  II.  and  VIII.  Spanheim's,  Hift.  Chrift. 
p.  1595,  &c.    Sleidan,  1.  xvi.    Utfer.  de  fuccefs.  et  llatu  etcl.  e.  viii. 

||  Hifi.  Liter,  in  fax.  Weld. 

\  Eufeb.  1.  v.  c.  2.    Fox*  Acts,  fefr.    $j>ernb.  Hift.  Chrift. f*e.  ii. 

*  £cxcrrV  Hift.  of  the  Popes.  Vol.  vi.  p.  129.  Bafelit  Sulp.  Belg. 
p.  117.    Sf  aab.  Hift.  Chrift.  cot.  1597. 
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find  the  Clofenefs  of  their  Similarity.  Hence  Gretzer  the 
Jefuit  called  them  Calvinianorum  atavi,  the  great  Ancef- 
tors  of  the  Calvinifls,  Of  the  mod  remarkable  Individu- 
als, who  fupported  the  great  Truths  of  the  Gofpel  with 
more  or  lefs  Clearnefs,  from  the  Days  of  the  Fathers 
(which  cannot  properly  be  carried  down  lower  at  the  ut- 
moft  than  the  fixth  or  feventh  Century,  though  Scultctus§ 
goes  fomewhat  lower)  feveral  refpectable  Names  may  be 
adduced  in  fucceffive  Ages ;  but,  in  this  Place,  their 
Names  only  ;  though  their  Hiflory  deferves  the  ampleft 
Confideration.  The  venerable  Bede  may  ftand  among  the 
firft,  who  flori  filed,  A,  D.  710.  Alchwin,  or  Alcuinus, 
another  Englijhman  and  Bedes  Difciple,  A.  D.  770.  Cle- 
ment the  Scot,  and  Adalbert  of  France,  both  in  this  Centu- 
ry, The  famous  Gottefchalcus,  whofe  Life  Archbifhop 
tJjher  has  written,  lived  about  the  year  840.  Rem'igius, 
Archbifhop  of  Lyons,  about  850.  Bertram,  or  Ratram, 
850.  Florus,  the  Deacon,  firnamed  Magijler,  in  the  fame 
Century.  Berengarius,  1040.  fValtramus,  1090.  Tan- 
chelinus,  1 1 15.  Arnulphus  Archbifliop  of  Lyons,  11 20. 
Peter  Valdo,  n  70.  William  Cornelius  of  Antwerp,  1 1 70. 
Walter  Mapcs,  1 1 75.  The  celebrated  Grofthead,  Bifliop 
of  Lincoln,  1230.  A  fat  thou  Paris,  1250.  Arnoldus  de 
villa  nova,  1 260.  Gulielmus  de  S,  amore,  Simon  jorr.alen- 
Jts,  Godfridus  de  fontibus,  Henricus  de  Gandavo,  Thefe 
four  were  Friends  and  Contemporaries,  of  great  note  in 
their  Day,  1260  and  1290.  Dantes,  1301.  Michael  Ccfe-, 
ftas,  1 316.  The  profound  Bradzcardine,  Archbifliop  of 
Canterbury,  born  about  1290.  Nicholas  Lyra,  1320,  of 
whom  it  was  faid,  Si  Lyra  non  lyrajfcty  Lutlierus  non  Jal- 
taffet.  Marjilius  of  Padua,  1328.  William  Occam,  1330. 
John  Gandon  :  Luitpold :  And,  Landcn  :  Ulric  Hangcnor  : 
And,  de  Caflro  :  Johannes  Burdianus,  or  Buridanus  :  about 
the  fame  Time.  Taulerus,  1350.  Gregorius,  or  Gcorgius 
Ariminenjis,  1 360.  William  trie  fen  of  Brabant,  Richard 
Fitz-Ralph,  Archbifhop  of  Armagh,  1360.  Chaucer,  1360. 
Bernhard  Wcftcrrode,  1365.  Petrarch,  1365.  Gerhard  de 
Groot,  or  Magnus,  1370.  Matthias  of  Paris,  1370.  Mi- 
litzius,  WtCKLiFFE,  1375.  John  Ruy/broch,  1384.  Ger- 
hard Zerbolt,  1390.  JohnFroiffard:  Nicholas  Or  cm  :  Jo- 
hannes de  rupejcijfa  :  Conrad  Hagcr  :  Gerhard  Ridder  :  Pe- 
ter de  Corbaria :  Johannes  de  Peliaco  :  Johannes  de  Caflali- 
•nc  :  Francis  dc  Arcatara  :  Thefe  two  fait  were  burnt  for 
the  Truth  :  Johannes  de  Rochetelayda,  or  Hayabalus  :  Petet 

%  Med.  tbeol.  Patr,  in  Aphorifm, 

Kk3>  de 

Digitized  by  Google 


5co  CONCLUSION. 

de  Cugneriis:  All  about  this  Century.  Brute,  1 393* 
Tborfc:  Purvey:  Lord  Cobbam,  14 13.  John  Hufs,  1 41 5. 
Jerome  of  Prague,  1 4 1 6.  John  Gcrfon,  141%,  Nicholas  de 
Clemangiis,  1430.  7%omas  a  Kempisy  1450.  Fredericks  ab 
Hexlo,  1455.  Jacobus  de  Gruitrode>  1457.  Herman  Ryd 
dc  Rent,  1467.  Dicnyfins  Rychelius,  1467.  ^o^n  /r/- 
////;</,  1479.  -^ne  learned  ffre fetus  of  Groningen,  called 
Z.//*  Aluiidi,  1480.  His  Friends  Rodolphus  Agricola,  and 
Alexander  Hcgius.  Savonarola,  1490.  P:r«j  Larl  of  A/*  - 
randula,  1490.  Luther,  1520*.  Thefe  are  fome  of  the 
molt  remarkable  Perfons,  differing  more  or  lefs  from  the 
Romifh  Church,  and  maintaining  fome  or  other  capital 
Points  of  the  Truth,  till  the  great  iEra  of  the  Reforma- 
tion!: To  recite  thofe,  which  might  he  mentioned  after 
that  Period,  would  he  endlefs.  Some  of  the  moft  extraor- 
dinary or  valuable  may  be  found  in  thefe  Volumes. 

Our  Reformers,  fome  of  whofe  Names  give  Honor  to 
the  rirft  Volume  of  this  Work,  in  following  the  Labors  of 
fhefe  great  Men  to  clear  away  the  Rubbifh  of  Popifh 
Superiiition,  difcovered  and  by  Degrees  difplayed  the  long 
concealed  F  oundations  of  the  Gofpel.  What  thefe  Foun- 
dations are,  may  be  feen  by  our  Articles  and  Homilies, 
which,  as  the  moft  valuable  Bequeft  next  to  the  Bible,  they 
fet  forth  and  eftablifhed  for  Chriftian  Concord,  in  the  Year 
1552.  It  is  impofllhleto  deny,  that  our  ecclefiaftical  For- 
mularies for  Doctrine  and  Worftiip  are  uniformly  drawn 
upon  the  Principles  of  free  Grace,  to  the  utter  Exclufiorr 
of  all  Merit  in  Man  :  And  it  i*  equally  impoffible  to  deny, 
that  the  Fathers  of  the  Englifb  Church  were  fo  generally 
in  thofe  Sentiments,  that  any  Perfon,  who  ventured  to  a(- 
fert  the  oppofite  Doclrines  either  in  Pulpits  or  Univerfi- 
ties,  was  confidered  as  a  greater  Monfter  of  Singularity, 
than  of  late  Years  any  Preacher  could  be,  who  might  ven- 
ture, agreeable  to  his  Oath  before  GOD  and  the  Church, 
to  maintain  thofe  Fundamentals.  Our  Articles  have  been 
.nicknamed  Calvini/Hc,  merely  becaufe  the  excellent  Cahlrt 
generally  maintained  the  fame  Truths;  but  this  is  doing 
him,  great  and  good  as  he  was,  or  any  other  Man,  too 
much  Honor  :  It  is  to  Calvin  &  Happinefs  and  Glory,  that 
he  Jolloivcd  thefe  Principles,  which  ihould  rather  be  called 

•  Fl.  Jllyr.  Catal.  teil.   Brwvns  Fafchulus,  &c.    Bafet.  Sulp.  Belg. 
Cave's  Hilt.  Liter. 

f  -What  the  famous  Wk'itaker  fai  t  of  the  Fathers  to  the  Papifts,  is 
equally  applicable  to  molt  of  the  above  Writers:  In  maxims  judiciu 
Mtju.it  uoflri,  in  U  vhrt  '»us  varii,  in  pauaffmu  ac  wmutffiMU  vejiri. 

evangelic; 

* 

» 

Digitized  by  Google 


CONCLUSION*  501 


evangelic;  becaufe  they  are  derived  from  the  Gofpd  itfel£ 
and  in  faxfr.  are  co-a:vaI  with  the  Svftein  of  Salvation  rt- 


2.  The  unhappj  DilTejifion,  which  publicly*  militated 
againft  our  ecclehaftical  Eftabli  foment  very  early  in  the 
Reign  of  Q.  Elizabeth,  was  not  founded  upon  the  grand 
Doctrines  contained  in  the  Articles,  for  upon  thefe  there 
appeared  to  be  among  Proteitants  an  almoft  univerial 
Agreement  both  at  Hjorae  and  Abroad;  ;  but  upon  Habit x, 
Ceremonies,  and  Difcipline,  among  Churchmen,  which,  all 
muft  allow,  are  by  no  Means  the  Effentials  of  Religion, 
and,  1  believe,  were  never  pretended  to  be  fo,  even  by  the 
Difputants  themfelves.  Hooker  himfelf  fays  concerning 
Rites  and  Ceremonies,  that  "  they  are  in  Truth  for  the 
greateft  part  fuch  filly  things,  that  very  Eafinefs  doth  make 
them  hard  to  bedifputed  01  in  a  ferious  manner§." 

The  Reader  will  allow  me  to  give  as  fliort  and  candid 
an  Account,  as  I  am  able,  of  thefe  Difagreements,  which 
arofe  among  Men,  who,  on  both  Sides  of  the  Queftion, 
were  for  the  moil  part  eminently  pious  and  learned,  and 
perhaps  as  much  fo,  with  refpeCfc  to  the  Things  of 
GOD,  as  any  who  have  adorned  the  Church  in  later 
Times. 

During  Q.  A4ary%  Perfecution,  many  of  our  Engtijh 
Exiles  imbibed  at  Geneva  and  other  Places  a  great  Regard 
for  the  Difcipline  and  Methods  of  fome  foreign  Prou  fhint 
Churches,  which  had  been  fet  up  by  feveral  excellent  Men, 
according  to  their  own  particular  Exigencies  and  Situa- 
tions, without  meaning  any  Diflike  to  thofe  adopted  by 
their  Proteftant  Brethren  in  other  Circumilances.  Some 
of  thefe  met  with  other  Englijh  Exiles  at  Franlf'.vt,  who 
were  for  the  late  Liturgy  and  Difcipline  eftablifhed  nt 
Home  by  K.  Edward;  and  thefe  two  fmall  Parties  could 
not  in  this  Situation  agree.  Wfnt  Men  have  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  in  Religion,  as  well  as  in  all  other  Things,  and 
efpeciaJIy  what  they  lave  been  happy  in  ufing,  it  is  natu- 

*  I  Ciy  fuhlidy;  becaufe  there  vrre  fome  more  private  Debates 
about  the  Habits  in  the  Time  of  K.  Eu'-ivartiVl.m  may  be  fecn  in  the 
Lives  01"  Biftjop  Uvtf»r,  Rt<//ty,  Rogtr*,  &c.  When  however  rhe  trying 
Hour  of  Periecution  caine,  thefe  gend  Men  fomented,  tint  their  Time 
had  been  fo  ill  employed,  as  in  fuch  Kind  ct*  Pilagreements  among  n  \{ 
Brethren.    See,  especially,  RnlUy%  Letter  to  Ho'fer  in  Fox \  Acts,  &Y. 

X  In  proof  of  this,  fee  the  valuable  Sjrtti^tn/t  ewfefiiTiiw,  contain- 
ing the  Articles  of  almolt  ail  the  Proteitant  Church?* ;  printed  in 


*  Dcd.  to  Vfjj.  Hook  of  EccUfiaJHcal  Polilj. 
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ral  they  fhould  prefer  for  theirtfelves,  and  earneftly  re- 
commend to  others.  The  great  Piety  and  Worth  of  the 
Men*,  who  formed  the  foreign  Proteftant  Eftablifhments, 
were  certainly  great  Recommendations  to  the  Eftablifti- 
merits  themfelves.  And,  therefore,  fome  of  the  Exiles, 
who  were  in  the  Sentiments  of  thefe  Divines,  being  freed 
from  Popifh  Perfecutions,  upon  their  Return  to  England* 
thought  our  Reformation  would  never  be  perfect,  till  their 
Brethren  likewife  had  adopted  all,  which  they  themfelves 
had  feen  carried  on  fo  happily  and  fuccefsfully  abroad.  It 
muft  be  owned,  that  they  did  not  enough  confider  the  Dif- 
ference of  People,  of  State,  of  Numbers,  and  Extent.  A 
finall  Church,  like  a  fmall  Territory,  may  be  governed 
well  by  a  Syftem,  which  might  throw  a  larger  into  all 
manner  of  Confuiion.  They  quarrelled  therefore  firft 
>vith  the  clerical  Habits:  And  if  the  Difpute  could  have 
ended  by  ConccfTion,  it  furely  is  but  of  little  Confequence 
what  Garments  Men  might  wear.  Let  every  Thing  lc  done 
decently  and  in  order  \  and  then,  whether  Minifters  wear 
Mack  Coats  or  white,  Gowns  or  Cloaks,  Bands  or  no 
Bands  (which  are  a  modern  Invention  of  happy  Uniformi- 
ty), Surplices  or  none  at  all ;  they  may  join  with  their 
People,  or  with  their  Brethren  at  large,  in  fupplicating  the 
idivine  Blefling,  and  may  expedt  to  rind  it.  But,  as  one 
Difference  unhappily  generates  another,  the  Ceremonies  be- 
came the  next  Subject  of  open  Difputation ;  and,  then 
quickly  afterwards,  the  Difcipline>  or  epifcopal  Eftablifh- 
ment,  of  the  Church  itfelf.  There  were  various  Opini- 
ons and  Wifhes,  upon  all  thefe  Points,  among  thofe  who 
profeffed  their  Difcontent.  And  O  that  a  Veil  of  Ob- 
fcurity  could  be  thrown  over  the  many  Animofities  among 
good  and  excellent  Men,  which  thefe  outward  Affairs  oc- 
cafioned  in  our  Land,  to  the  Diverfion  and  Scorn  of  the 
Papifts,  and  to  the  Difquietude  and  fpiritual  Hindrance  of 
the  Proteftant  World  !  It  may  candidly  be  believed,  that 
thefe  otherwife  valuable  Perfons  did  not  forefee  the  Evils 
which  might  and  did  cnfue  from  thefe  Litigations  (though 
they  really  were  foretold  above  fixty  Years  before  they 

•  In  Honor  of  the  Moderation  and  Catholicifm  of  the  great  foreign 
Protertants,  it  muft  be  mentioned,  that  they  have  uniformly  exprefltd 
much  Veneration  for  our  Englijb  Eftablifliment,  and  a  hearty  Dcfire  of 
fraternal  C  oncord.  The  learned  Reader  may  fee  many  Teftimonics 
of  this  Kind,  collected  by  Spa?t^eim  in  his  Mifc.  Sacr.  Antiq.  col.  1244, 
LV.  And  our  grc;itell  and  heft  Divines  here  have  formerly  declared 
the  fame  Kindnct*  and  Reipect  for  the  evangelical  Churches  abroad. 
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came  to  pafs) — "  Evils,  which  were  then  more  eafy  for 
them  to  prevent,  than  for  their  Pclrei  ity  to  remedy."  Let 
me  only  add  as  a  Matter  of  Truth,  without  meaning  to 
give  Offence,  that  there  were  fome  great  Faults  on  both 
Sides ;  firft,  becaufe  they  quarrelled  about  indifferent 
Things;  and  next,  becaufe  in  their  Heat  neither  Party  were 
properly  difpofed  to  yield  in  any  refpecl  or  to  comply  with 
the  other.  If  the  Churchmen  enforced  the  legal  Discipline 
with  the  Arm  of  Power;  fome  of  the  Puritans  pufhed 
their  favorite  Platform  in  the  Spirit  of  Perverfenefs,  and 
were  as  wanting  in  Moderation  of  Language,  as  the  others 
pofllbly  could  be  in  Mildnefs  and  Forbearance.  Both  Par- 
ties urged  every  Thing  to  the  extreme,  inftead  of  feeking, 
what  wile  and  good  Men  above  all  others  ftiould  feek,  fome 
happy  Medium  in  which  they  might  join.  Whatever  un- 
reafonable  was  defired  on  one  Side,  or  unreasonably  re- 
tained on  the  other,  cool  Men  might  have  debated  with 
Decency,  and  gracious  Men  have  concluded  with  Hatmo- 
ny.  They  would  have  rendered,  in  fuch  an  Event,  the 
Oppofition  of  mere  Oppofers  quite  inexcufable.  'Tis  al- 
ways eafy  indeed  to  find  Matters  of  Separation ;  but  it 
requires  »  more  than  natural  Skill  (though  it  be  natural 
Intereft  and  Happinefs)  to  difcover  the  Point  of  Union, 
and  a  very  great  Meafure  of  Chriftian  Patience  and  Seif- 
denial  to  concur  therein,  when  it  is  found. 

3.  When  Parties  were  thus  unhappily  formed,  the  warm 
Cenfures  on  both  Sides  foon  widened  the  Breach  and  gave 
Birth  to  diftinguifhing  Names.  Thofe,  who  adhered  to 
the  foreign  Difcipline,  were  called  Prcc'tfians  and  Puritans, 
which,  in  a  good  Senfe,  are  Titles  of  Honor  to  the  Chil- 
dren of  GOD,  but,  in  the  evil  one,  were  Sounds  of  Op- 
pofition to  an  ecclefiaflical  Conftitution.  After  a  Seafon, 
many  moderate  Churchmen,  who  valued  the  EiPentials  of 
Religion  above  all  Forms,  and  who  therefore  could  not 
join  in  the  common  Vehemence,  and  much  lefs  in  the  De- 
parture from  the  great  common  Principles  which  after- 
wards followed,  were  alfo  dignified  by  thefe  Denominations. 
At  this  Time,  however,  there  was  a  general  Agreement  in 
all  the  great  Principles  of  the  Gnfpel.  The  Difpute  (it 
may  be  laid)  was  not  about  the  Food,  but  about  the  Dilh 
which  fliould  hold  it.  At  length,  towards  the  End  of  the 
Reign  of  K.  James  the  firlt,  other  Principles  becijan  to  creep 
in.  Their  Vigor,  if  not  their  Rife,  in  our  Church,  are 
generally  arid  jufUy  imputed  to  Dr.  Laud,  This  Prelate, 
the  Son  of  a  Clothier  at  Readings  had  railed  himlelr,  by 
the  Patron,,^  of  the  Lmous  Duke*  of  Budnighant,  to  the 
p  Direction 


Digitized  by  Google 


5o4  CONCLUSION. 

Direction  of  Church  Affairs  ;  and  being  himfelf  an  ArmU 
pian  and  full  of  his  Order,  he  took  Care  to  introduce  fuch 
Men  and  Meafures,  as  might  promote  his  Defigns  of  dif- 
Jeminating  his  Principles  and  of  exalting  the  Splendor  of 
the  Hierarchy.  This  ambitious  and  haughty  Spirit  did 
inriuite  Mifchief,  and  farther  enlarged  the  breaches,  which 
were  but  too  wide  already.  He  was  the  firft  who  indulged 
the  humor  of  fetting  the  Church  above  her  own  Articles, 
and  of  bringing  her  nearer  to  the  fufpicious  Neighbour- 
hood of  Rome :  And  he  was  aflifted  in  this  by  a  Romijh 
Renegado,  the  Archbiihop  of  Spalato,  who  firft  gave  the 
Name  of  doclrinal  Puritans  to  thofe  trueft  Sons  of  the 
Church,  who  abhorred  Arminienifm*  His  Inventions  and 
Ceremonies  might  have  been  pitied  for  their  Nonfenfe,  if 
thev  had  not  deferved  Hatred  from  the  Rieor,  with  which 
he  enforced  them.  But,  though  rigid  in  the  idle  Adjuft- 
ments  of  bowing  to  the  Altar  and  at  the  Name  of  Jefus^ 
and  in  turning  the  People's  Faces  to  the  Eaft  while  the 
Creed  was  repeating,  with  fuch  like  infipid  Trifles ;  he 
was  lax  enough  in  more  important  Things.  The  Book  of 
Sports  and  the  Prohibition  of  afternoon  Sermons  on  the 
Lord's  Days  are  a  ftriking  Specimen  of  the  Arminian  Mo- 
rality. 1  would  not  mean  to  fay,  that  Laud  himfelf  was 
an  immoral  Man,  in  the  common  ufe  of  the  Term ;  but  he 
certainly  had  neither  the  Spirit  of  an  humble  Chriftian,  nor 
the  Temper  of  a  true  Father  in  the  Church  of  GOD  :  Nor 
indeed  had  he  the  Learning  and  other  Abilities  of  a  great 
Divine.  His  political  Aim  (for  it  furely  cannot  be  called 
religious)  was  to  form  a  Reunion  or  Coalition  with  Rome  ; 
and  to  accomplifh  this  Defign,  it  was  necefTary  to  remove 
that  capital  Barrier,  the  xxxix  Articles,  fo  long  and  fo 
firmly  eftablilned  by  Law.  If  that  proud  Church  could 
have  fubmitted  in  fome  Points,  he  feemed  to  endeavor  after 
fuch  Conceflions  in  our's,  as  might  draw  her  as  near  to 
the  other  as  the  Times  might  allow.  It  would  have  been 
a  more  gracious  Purfuit  to  have  ftudied  the  Concord  of 
the  Proteftant  Churches,  than  to  have  formed  fuch  world- 
ly Combinations  of  ecclefiaftical  Pride.  Church-Union, 
as  well  as  all  other,  is  indifputably  good;  but  not  upon  the 
Demolition  of  eflential  Truths,  nor  upon  fuch  grofs  Cor- 
ruptions, as  put  to  Hazard  the  very  Vitals  of  Chrifliani- 

4.  During  all  thefe  Innovations  and  Diftraclions,  a  great 
Majority  ot  excellent  Men  were  found  in  and  adhered  to 
the  Eltabliihment  and  its  Form  of  found  Doclrines;  but, 
a*  fuch  were  removed  by  Death,  their  Places  were  care- 
fully 
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fully  filled  by  Perfons,  who  were  otherwlfe  minded* 
Among  the  former,  Ujher>  Davenanty  Hal/,  Bedetty  Wara\ 
IVUlet)  and  feveral  others,  are  Names  to  be  remembered, 
with  the  moir  venerating  Affe&ion,  for  whatever  can  be 
found  gracious  or  valuable  among  Men.  Laud  and  his 
Aflbciates,  to  their  lading  Infamy,  not  only  oppofed 
Churchmen  of  their  Complexion,  but  feemed  fond  to  have 
them  ftigmatized  with  the  Names  of  Puritans  and  CaJvi- 
viflsy  and  fet  them  up  as  Marks  of  Odium  and  Contempt. 
Where  People  cannot  reufbn,  they  are  often  able  to  raiL 
On  the  other  Hand,  the  Parties,  who  had  divided  from  the 
Church  in  Discipline,  warmly  efpoufed  her  principal  Ar- 
ticles, and  increafed  their  F  riends  and  Abettors  even 
among  the  moderate  Churchmen,  who  looked  upon  Laud 
and  his  Friends,  as  Perfons  who  were  fubverting  the 
Church  itfelf,  or  who  certainly  were  introducing  Princi- 
ples which  could  only  end  in  the  Subverfion  of  thofe  alrea- 
dy eftablifhed.  Many  of  thefe  Puritans  were  Men  of 
great  Parts  and  indifputable  Piety.  If  they  wanted  Mo- 
deration, the  whole  Age  wanted  it  too:  It  was  a  Day  of 
Heat  and  Contention,  which  the  inflammatory  Spirit  of 
Laud  was  very  ill  calculated  to  cool.  Hilderjham,  Doa\ 
Charnocky  Sibbes,  Reynoldsy  Manton,  Pocle,  with  many 
others,  are  Names,  which  would  do  Honor  to  any  Church 
or  Country. 

5.  In  the  mid  ft  of  thefe  eeclcjiajlical  Agitations,  the  Pro- 
vidence of  GOD,  in  Juftice  to  the  Sins  of  the  Nation  (at 
the  Head  of  which  I  reckon  the  ungrateful  Abufe  of  the 
Reformation  and  our  general  Unthankfulnefs  for  fo  ereat 
a  Mercy),  permitted  the  Rife  of  thofe  political  Animofi- 
ties,  which  ended  in  a  dreadful  civil  War,  and  in  the  Over- 
throw of  the  whole  Conftitution  both  in  Church  and  State, 
The  popular  Leaders,  who  were  generally  averfe  to  Laud 
and  his  Meafures,  efpoufing  the  Party  which  oppofed  the 
eftabliflied  Difcipline,  and  which  was  now  grown  ilrong  by 
Acceflions  of  Churchmen  themfelves  through  the  In  create 
of  ftupid  or  dangerous  Innovations,  mixed  and  increafed 
the  civil  by  their  Adoption  of  thefe  religious  Diffentions. 
On  the  other  Side,  the  Court  was  at  no  Pains  to  concili- 
ate; or,  at  lealr,  fome  of  thofe,  who  followed  its  Views, 
ufed  all  imaginable  Means,  whatever  was  their  Deflgn,  to 
aggravate  the  public  Diftraclions.  Lord  Falkland^  Sir 
Edward  Hyde  (afterwards  the  great  Earl  of  Clarenaon), 
with  a  few  others,  were  illuftrious  Exceptions.  To  its 
Misfortune  or  Difgrace  it  mull  a!fo  be  faid,  that  raoft  of 
the  profligate  and  unprincipled  Pcopls  of  the  Age  became 

Pf 
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of  its  Party ;  and  thefe  endeavored  to  honor  their  own  Li- 
centioufnels,  by  oppofing  it  to  the  fevere  and  exact  Deport- 
ment of  thole,  whom  they  feemed  glad  to  condemn  as  their 
Enemies.  But  (as  Baxter,  who  was  an  Eye-witnefs  to 
thefe  Facts,  juftly  obferves)  it  was  the  Ruin  of  the  King 
and  the  Church,  that  this;  immoral  Party  was  encouraged 
by  the  great  Leaders  in  the  Country  againft  the  others  ;  as 
it  might  very  naturally  have  been  expected.  "  The  de- 
bauched Rabble  through  the  Land,  (fays  he)  emboldened 
by  the  Gentry  on  the  King's  Side,  ana  feconded  by  the 
common  Soldiers  of  his  Army,  took  all  that  were  called 
Puritans  for  their  Enemies  :  And  though  fomcof  the  King's 
Gentry  and  fuperior  Officers  were  fo  civil,  that  they  would 
do  no  luch  Thing,  yet  that  was  no  Security  to  the  Coun- 
try, while  the  Multitude  did  what  they  lift  :  So  that  if  any 
one  was  noted  for  a  ftrict  and  famous  Preacher,  or  for  a 
Man  of  a  precife  and  pious  Life,  he  was  either  plundered 
or  abufed,  and  in  danger  of  his  Life  :  So  that  if  a  Man  did 
but  pray  in  his  Family,  or  were  but  heard  to  repeat  a  Ser- 
mon or  fing  a  Pfalm,  they  prefently  cried  out,  Rebels9 
Roundheads  i  and  all  their  Money  and  Goods  that  were 
portable  proved  guilty,  how  innocent  foever  they  were 
themfelves.  I  fuppofe  this  was  kept  from  the  Knowledge 
of  the  King,  and  perhaps  of  many  fober  Lords  of  his 
Council :  For  few  could  come  near  them ;  (and  it  is  the 
Fate  of  fuch  not  to  believe  evil  of  thole  that  they  think 
are  for  them,  nor  good  of  thofe  that  they  think  are  againft 
them)  But,  upou  my  certain  Knowledge,  this  was  it  that 
,  filled  the  Armies  and  Gari  ifons  of  the  Parliament  with 
fober  pious  Men.*"  The  Weight,  which  thefe  gave  in 
the  Scale,  was  decifive :  And  a  melancholy  Crifis  enfu- 
ed,  contrary  to  the  Wifties  of  good  and  moderate  People 
of  all  Denominations,  So  dangerous  a  Thing  is  it  to  put 
any  Caufe  to  Iffue  upon  the  Sword,  which  is  ufually  fwayed 
by  Men,  who  feel  their  own  Confequence  too  much  upon 
fuch  Occafions,  and  who  have  generally  Motives  enough 
of  their  own  to  ufe  it  for  themfelves  ! 

6.  Under  the  Ufurpation,  there  was  fcarce  the  Exif- 
teuce  of  a  regular  Eftablifhment  either  civil  or  ecclefiafti- 
cal ;  and  it  was  with  fome  Difficulty,  that  there  was  fuch 
a  Thing  agreed  upon  as  a  dated  Miniftry.  Where  all  are 
allowed  to  a£l,  and  where  the  Number  is  permitted  to 
ftand  for  the  Wifdom  of  Heads;  it  is  not  to  he  expected, 
that  any  cordial  or  extenfive  Agreement  can  enfue.  How- 
ever, the  Armhnan  Syftem  was  generally  out  of  counte- 

Paxufi  Life,  B.  i.  p.  +4* 
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nance;  and  the  Doctrines  of  Grace,  which  had  been  long 
received  by  the  beft  Men  both  in  and  out  of  the  late  Efta- 
blifhment,  were  commonly  maintained,  under  a  variety  of 
Difciplines,  and  in  all  the  Confufion  of  Parties.  At 
length,  through  Neceflity,  an  orderly  Miniftry  was  in- 
creafing  in  Number  and  Weight,  though  oppofed  by  the 
wilder  Sectaries,  who  were  averfe  to  human  Obligations 
of  all  Kinds.  Religion  was  certainly  kept  up  by  the  ruling 
Powers,  let  their  Motives  have  been  what  they  may  ;  and, 
by  the  preaching  of  the  Doctrines  of  Grace  freely  and 
widely,  a  vaft  Company  of  People  throughout  the  Land 
lived  and  appeared  in  a  Manner,  that  did  Honor  to  their 
Profeflion. 

7.  When  the  Reiteration  took  place,  the  old  Eftablifli- 
ment  of  the  Church  revived  with  it.  At  this  Time,  if 
Moderation  had  poffefled  fome  great  Managers  in  Affairs 
inftead  of  Revenge,  and  if  the  Love  of  true  Religion  had 
been  more  operative  than  the  Views  of  worldly  Intereft 
and  Patronage,  there  was  a  moll  favorable  Opportunity  of 
healing  our  former  Breaches,  and  of  bringing  into  union 
a  valt  Majority  of  good  Men  throughout  the  Nation.  But 
the  Succeflbrs  of  Laud>  fome  of  whom  inherited  his  Tem- 
per and  Principles  with  his  Influence,  were  too  high  in 
their  Notions  for  thefe  Humilities;  though  the  Peace  oi 
Church  and  State,  and  the  Salvation  of  Souls,  were  deep- 
ly concerned  in  them.  Archbifhop  Sheldon  and  Bifhop 
Aforley,  with  fomte  others,  have  the  Difgrace  of  continu- 
ing Diftraclions,  which  many,  if  not  all,  the  mod  eminent 
Men  for  true  Piety  and  Learning,  both  in  and  out  of  the 
Eftabliftiment,  would  moft  gladly  have  healed.  Reproach, 
Calumny,  and  Perfecution  aroie  inftead  of  Concord;  as 
though  the  Land  had  not  alreadv  been  glutted  with  thefe 
Diforders.  It  became  too  a  Fafnion  to  revile  the  Diffen- 
ters,  without  a  Wifh  to  reclaim  them  ;  and,  becaufe  they 
generally  maintained  the  Doclrines  of  Grace,  fome  incon- 
siderate Churchmen,  full  of  Armiman'ifm  and  its  Spirit, 
abufed  thefe  likewife;  ftrangely  forgetting  their  own  Oathg 
and  Subscriptions  to  the  Articles,  which  diredtly  afTert 
them.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  virulent  Illiberality  of 
fome  Clergymen  at  this  Time.  It  is  matter  of  Grief  to 
think  of  thefe  Things  ;  and  I  do  not  regret,  that  I  have  fo 
little  Room  to  recite  them.  Among  the  People  at  large, 
it  is  aflonifhing,  how  dreadfully  Unqodlinefs  came  in  like 
a  Flood  :  The  Wickednefs  of  the  Court  was  a  Spring, 
which  fupplied  a  very  broad  and  ftrong  Current  of  Immo- 
ralities throughout  the  Land.  To  avoid  the  leaft  Appear- 
ances 
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ances  of  Puritanifm,  Men  frequently  ran  into  the  mo  ft 
avowed  Licentioufnefs.    Piety  became  ridiculous,  if  not 
fufpe&ed  of  Difloyalty  :  And  it  became  an  odd  Teft  of 
Orthodoxy  among  many  People  to  vie  in  drinking  Bum- 
pers to  Church  and  State ;  as  if  Drunkennefs  and  Debau- 
chery were  juft  Criteria  of  Loyalty,  or  could  properly 
fhew  that  Men  had  found  out  the  right  Ways  of  Salva- 
vation.    All  Methods  were  ufed  to  decry  vital  and  expe- 
rimental Religion*    The  inimitable  Wit  and  Scurrility  of 
Hudibras  gave  Point  to  the  Malice  of  the  Dull,  and  (un- 
der Pretence  of  expofing  fome  undeniable  Hypocrilies)  fur- 
ni ftied  the  Irreligious  and  the  Ignorant,  with  many  an  Ar- 
row likewife  againit  that,  which  their  Intereft  might  make 
them  wifli  to  be  untrue.    Thus  Godlmefs,  abufed  by  Hy- 
pocrify,  was  condemned  altogether  for  Hypocrify  itfelf. 
About  this  Time  alfo  arofe  a  Set  of  learned  and  Ipecuta- 
tive  Theologifts,  who  adopted  a  vague  new  Method  of  in- 
culcating the  Chriilian  Religion.    They  would  he  neither 
Calvinifts,  nor  Arminiansy  positively;  but  Churchmen  they 
were,  though  they  rather  dictated  to  tlian  followed  the 
Church  upon  the  molt  effential  Doctrines.    Burnet,  who 
admired  them,  has  given  us  an  Account  of  their  Plan  in 
the  "  Hiftory  of  his  own  Time.*"    They  were  Rat  10* fi- 
ll ft  s  more  than  humble  Difciples  of  Chrift>  and,  from  the 
great  Laxnefs  of  their  Principles,  received  the  wild  long 
Title  of  Latitud'tnarians.  In  order  to  understand  the  Scrip- 
tures, they  recommended  the  Study  of  P/ato,  Tu/ly,  and 
Plotin,  who  either  never  heard  of  thofe  Scriptures,  or  were 
Enemies  to  their  Truths.    This  felf-taught  Sec*t,  there- 
fore, inltead  of  infilling  upon  the  Neceffity  of  the  Holy 
Spirit's  Influence  to  know  the  Things  of  GOD,  urged 
the  Powers  of  a  corrupted,  blinded  and  fallen  Rcajon^ 
which  deferved  no  other  Name  from  the  Apoftle  than  that 
of  the  carnal  Mind,  and  which  can  neither  know  GOD 
aright,  nor  truly  defireto  know  him.   On  the  other  Hand, 
they  treated  all  the  Operations  of  Grace  as  mere  Cant  and 
Enthuliafm ;  or  thofe  among  them,  who  foftened  their 
Language  upon  this  Subject,  reprefented  thofe  Operations 
as  fo  inlcrutably  fecret,  as  to  be  entirely  unknown.  They 
fhould  have  confidered,  in  their  pretended  Reafonings,  that 
an  unknown  Operation  in  Heart  and  Life  amounts  to  none 
at  all.    From  this  Spring,  much  of  our  prefent  modern  Di- 
vinity (and  it  is  juftly  enough  fo  called)  took  its  Rife — a 
Pivinity,  which  boa  lis  of  corrupted  Reafon  for  its  Au- 

•  Vol.  i.  p.  j  19, 
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fhor,  and  which  leads  to  a  liftlefs  undevout  Practice  as  its 
End.  1  But  I  need  not  dwell  upon  this  unhappy  Topic  : 
A  learned  and  pious  Author,  hath  coniidered  it  before  me*. 
Suffice  it  to  fay,  that,  between  this  unfcriptural  Profeflion 
on  the  one  Hand,  and  the  encouraged  Licentioufnefs  of 
The  Times  on  the  other,  Religion  received  a  Blow  in  Eng- 
land, which  it  hath  not  recovered  to  this  Day,  Arminia- 
nljm  began  the  Attack,  and  this  rational  and  hypothetical 
Syftem,  introducing  as  Auxiliaries  many  other' bold  and 
fpecious  Theories,  carried  it  on;  till  there  was  fcarce  a  de- 
cent Appearance  of  Godlinefs  throughout  the  Land.  From 
this  Epoch,  we  may  trace  ylmolt  all  our  current  Hetero- 
doxies and  Corruptions  ;  infomuch,  that  we  are  noted  for 
Infidelity  and  Immoralities  all  over  Europe,  to  the  Derifion 
of  our  Popifli  Neighbours,  and  to  the  Scandal  of  the  Refor- 
mation itfelf.  Family-religion  began  to  be  laid  afide,  efpe- 
ciallv  among  the  higHcr  Ranks,  for  fear  of  Suspicions  and 
Nicknames;  and  hence  the  Chapels  of  our  Nobility,  raifed 
by  pious  Anceftors  as  the  moft  auguft  Apartments  in  their 
Houfes,  became  Repofitories  of  Lumber,  or  were  turned 
into  Places  of  convivial  Entertainment.  Many  of  the 
old  Country  Seats  throughout  England  can  fhew  thefe  me- 
lancholy Monuments  of  departed  Piety. 

8.  Nor  were  the  Diflenters  themfelves  without  Blame. 
It  is  an  unpleafant  Tafk,  in  writing  of  thefe  Times,  that 
one  cannot  utter  Truth  without  Cenfure.  They  alfo  had 
their  Differences;  and  thofe,  who  were  angry  with  Church- 
men for  Difcord  and  Perfecution,  found  it  difficult  to  be 
at  Peace  among  themfelves.  Dr.  Owen  and  Mr.  Baxter 
had  fuffered  fo  much  by  Difputes,  that  it  gave  their  Ene- 
mies an  Advantage,  when  they  could  not  heal  them  among 
their  Friends.  Upon  the  Acceffion  of  K.  James  the  Se- 
cond to  the  Throne,  his  bigotted  Violences  brought  the 
Churchmen  and  Diflenters  fomewhat  nearer  together,  but 
rather  more  as  Politicians  than  as  Chriftians ;  for  when  the 
political  Occafion  was  removed,  their  Chriftian  Affections 
abated  too  eafily  towards  each  other.  In  fhort,  no  faluta- 
ry  Ufe  was  made  of  that  Crifis  for  a  more  cordial  Union. 

9.  The  Diflenters,  tolerated  and  favored  by  the  Revo- 
lution, grew  at  length  indifferent  to  or  defpaired  of  this 
Union.  It  muft  be  allowed,  that  the  Motives  to  it  were 
rather  leflened  than  increafed ;  not  only  from  the  old  Dif- 

•  See  "  Gibbon's  Account  of  ChrUtianity  confideredy*  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Mikter,  P.  ij8,  &c 
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pute  of  a  powerful  Hierarchy,  but  from  the  Inundation  of 
jfrmintanifm,  which  with  the  Rational i fm  above  mentioned, 
naturally  bearing  along  a  vaft  Colluvies  of  corrupt  Opi- 
nions with  them,  almoft  overfpread  the  Eftablifhment. 
The  Ignorance  and  Irreligion  alfo  of  many  of  the  efta- 
blifhed  Clergy,  gave  great  and  juft  Caufe  of  Offence.  The 
Diffenters  were,  befules,  too  much  taken  up  with  their 
own  particular  Differences,  about  this  Time,  to  think  of 
more  extenfive  Agreements  ;  and  this  afforded  very  great 
Grief  to  the  moft  excellent  Men  among  them.  Nor  was 
Concord  at  all  prevalent  under  this  Reign  in  the  Church. 
The  Revolution  had  given  Birth  to  a  Diftinc"tion  between 
"  High  Church"  and  "  Low  Church,"  in  which  there 
was  fcarce  a  Grain  of  real  Godlinefs,  but  an  immenfe  Har- 

veft  of  political  and  ecclefiaftical  Controverfy.  It  is  to 

be  wifhed,  that  Matters  of  this  Kind  could  be  configned  to 
everlafting  Oblivion.  It  is  right  to  know  them  only  as  the 
Rocks,  on  which  fo  many  Perfons  have  fuffered  the  Ship- 
wreck, if  not  of  their  Faith,  yet  certainly  of  brotherly 
Affection  and  Chriftian  Concord. 

10.  Upon  thefe  Complications  of  Principle,  our  Affairs 
feemed  to  fubfide;  the  Diffenters  maintaining  the  moft 
diftinguifhing  Doctrines  of  the  Church,  and  too  many 
Churchmen  preaching,  living,  and  acting  again  ft  them,  yet 
fubfcribing,  lwearing  to,  and  reading  them,  as  the  neceiia- 
ry  Paflports  to  Preferment.  Free  Grace  founded  from 
the  Defk,  and  free  Will  from  the  Pulpit ;  and  both  within 
the  Space  of  an  Hour.  Thus  hath  the  Matter  continued, 
more  or  lefs,  till  this  very  Day,  with  refpedl  to  the  two 
Parties  ;  or,  if  there  be  any  Alteration,  we  are  forry  to 
fay,  that  it  is  not  for  the  better.  If  Drynefs  has  increafed 
among  them,  who  held  the  Truth  ;  certainly  Darknefs  has 
not  leffened  among  thofe,  who  departed  from  it.  We  have 
had  Men  of  great  Learning  indeed ;  yet  Learning  is  not 
Grace,  but  moft  commonly,  when  it  is  not  in  Subje&ion 
to  Grace,  renders  the  Poffeffors  more  proud  and  felflm, 
and  lefs  dependent  upon  the  Divine  Bleffing,  than  they 
probably  would  have  been  without  it.  In  this  View, 
therefore,  it  lofes  its  beft  Advantage. 

11.  About  the  Year  1740,  or  rather  before,  it  pleafed 
GOD  to  revive  his  own  Work  in  the  Midft  of  the  Land, 
and,  by  the  Inftrumentality  of  a  few  obfcure  and  defpifed 
Men,  to  effect  a  furprizing  Alteration  in  Sentiment  and 
Practice.  As  the  prevalent  Heterodoxy  in  the  Eftablifli- 
menttook  its  Rife  at  Cambridge;  fo  this  lively  Promulga- 
tion of  the  old  Truths  ana*  antient  Principles  of  the 
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Church  of  England,  with  all  its  happy  Confequences,  be- 
gan in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford*  'lis  an  Honor,  which 
(notwithstanding  fome  poor  Proceedings  that  I  wifh  to 
bury  in  Silence)  (he  ought  never  to  he  afliamed  of.  She 
owns,  with  Pleafure,  the  fpreading  of  the  Gofpel  from  her 
Quarters  formerly  under  the  Name  of  fPicklijfe;  and  Hea- 
ven has  owned,  with  its  Power,  the  renewed  Declarations 
of  its  Truths,  within  her  learned  Seat,  in  thefe  our  Days. 
Since  the  Date  juft  mentioned,  many  Minifters  have  ap- 
peared in  the  Eftablifhment,  who  have  been  enabled  to 
fhew  the  Life  and  Influence  of  that  Divinity,  which  de- 
ferves  to  he  called  old%  becaufe  its  Fabric  is  almoft  as  an- 
tient  as  Time  itfelf,  and  becaufe  it  derives  its  Plan  from  the 
very  Counfels  of  Eternity.  Some  of  their  Names  adorn 
the  prefent  Volume.  Multitudes  have  been  awakened  by 
their  Miniftrations  to  a  Life  of  Faith  and  Holinefs;  while 
it  remains  to  be  proved,  that  ever  one  Soul  was  brought 
to  the  Knowledge  of  GOD  and  the  Love  of  Chrifty  by  all 
the  philofophical,  ethic,  or  rational  Argumentations  of  our 
fpeculative  Reafoners,  fince  their  firft  Attempt  in  the 
Reign  of  Charles  the  Second  to  the  prefent  Time.  On  the 
contrary,  it  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  our  People  had  not 
been  reafoned  out  of  the  plain  fcriptural  Syftem  of  their 
Religion  into  the  very  Practices  of  the  groffeft  Infidelity. 
This  Fact  will  however  abundantly  prove,  that  all  true 
Underftanding  in  Divine  Things  is  only  to  be  attained 
through  the  Holy  Scriptures,  which  were  revealed  for  the 
exprefs  Purpofe  of  making  Men  wife  unto  Salvation,  be- 
caufe they  could  not  be  made  wife  to  that  End  in  any  other 
Way.  Blefled  be  GOD,  this  Work  of  Grace  is  yet  go- 
ing on ;  and  the  Power  of  Religion  has  alfo  had  its  Revi- 
val among  many  of  our  diflenting  Brethren.  May  we  ever 
contend  with  tnem  upon  this  Ground,  viz.  who  fhall  feek 
moft  the  Honor  of  Chr'ifl  our  Matter,  and  who  (hall  work 
with  the  moft  Zeal  and  Induftry  for  the  Salvation  of  Souls. 
This  is  a  Difpute,  which  may  be  carried  on  with  Affection, 
and  which  may  happily  terminate  in  our  mutual  Profit  and 
Pleafure. 

It  might  feem  invidious  in  me  to  notice  any  Irregulari- 
ties now  exift  ine  in  the  religious  World  ;  but  it  cannot  be 
improper  to  oblerve  the  prefent  Lenity  and  Moderation  of 
Government  b^  h  in  Church  and  State,  for  which  as  Men 
and  as  Chriftians  we  cannot  be  too  thankful,  and  which  as 
real  Patriots  and  Believers  we  fhould  be  careful  not  to 
abufe.  If  we  are  wife  Proteftants,  not  only  we,  but  even 
the  found  DifTenters  among^us,  nraft  rejoice  in  the  Prefer- 
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vation  of  our  Eftablifliment,  which  is  the  acknowledged 
Bulwark  of  Proteftantil'm,  and  whofe  Articles  are  (as  Ur. 
Hammond  himfelf  aflerted)  41  the  Hedge  between  us  and 
the  Papacy."  May  all  attempts  to  pull  down  either  be 
perpetually  defeated ;  for  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  anew  Com- 
pilation ot  Articles,  and  a  new  Arrangement  of  our  theo- 
logical Syllem,  would  no  more  fpeak  the  Language  of  truer 
Proteltantiim,  than  the  Decrees  of  the  Council  of  Trent 
exhibit  the  Doclrines  of  Jesus  Christ.  If,  in  the  Judge- 
ment of  GOD,  fo  great  a  Curfc  fhould  ever  befall  us  as 
an  Arian  or  Armhuan  Set  of  Articles  for  Subfcription  ;  it 
will  become  the  indifpenlable  Duty  of  every  real  Chriftian 
to  abhor  fuch  an  Enablifliment,  and  to  increale  the  Num- 
ber of  DuTenters. 

12.  Bleffed  be  GOD  ;  however  Men  and  Constitutions 
may  vary,  his  Truth  fhall  Hand  to  the  End  of  the  World, 
and  his  Gofpel  till  the  laft  of  the  Redeemed  is  ready  for 
Glory.  There  is  a  spiritual  Church,  confining  of 
Cbri/Ts  faithful  People,  and  of  them  only,  gathered  per- 
haps out  of  all  Denominations;  and  this  Church,  founded 
on  the  everlafting  Rock,  is  impregnable  to  every  Aflault 
of  its  Enemies.  No  Weapon,  formed  againft  it,  can  prof- 
per.  This  Confederation  ihould  afford  every  true  Believer 
great  Confolation,  under  all  dark  Appearances  either  in 
vifible  Churches  or  in  the  World.  'Tis  GOD's  Caufe, 
and  not  Man's :  The  Arm,  therefore,  which  fupports  it  is 
omnipotent  and  divine.  The  Lord  of  Hosts  is  with  us 
(may  this  Church  of  the  Firft  born  triumph);  the  God  ef 
Jacob  is  our  Refuse  ! 

And  may  GOD,  whofe  Goodnefs  extends  from  Age  to 
Age,  and  whole  Favor  is  the  Life  of  Souls,  blefs  and  unite 
this  holy  Church  at  all  Times  in  Spirit  and  in  Ttuth, 
that  it  may  be  eflablifhed  and  profper  upon  Earth,  and  that 
many  of  all  Nations  may  flow  unto  it.  May  Difcord  and 
every  Work  of  the  Flefh  be  far  removed  from  among 
Brethren  ;  and  may  they  love,  and  ftudy  to  love  more  and 
more,  all  of  all  Denominations,  who  love  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chiiji  in  Sincerity.  May  the  Salvation  of  the  Redeemer 
fprcad  farther  and  wider  by  all  Manner  of  holy  Means; 
till  the  Kingdoms  of  the  World  become  the  Kingdoms  of 
the  Lord  and  of  his  Chrifly  and  till  every  Tongue  /half 
confefs  with  Joy,  The  LORD  GOD  OMNIPOTENT 
eeign'eth  !  Amen. 
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Preface,  Page  ii.  line  5,  for  and  read  or 
Page 


3<>, 

39, 
191, 

192, 

268, 

280, 

*«4, 
*99» 
3*9» 
33*, 
S7o» 
4<>4» 


26,  for  Afr/y  read  A/W 
ult.  for  preachers  rez&tromoters 
27  and  43,  for  Alexander  read  AUandet 
.2,  for  Alexander  read  AUander 
-39,  for  1/1/0  read  i«  /o 
20,  for        i>.  2.  read  fom.  ur.  11. 
11,  for  poamas  read  /flriuw 
5,  for  prq/erred  rea,d  proffered 
31,  after  the  words  rAc/Y*  <y  read  a  per/on 
24,  for  preferred  read  proffered 

3°, 


for  flared  read  Jfarred 
29,  for  L'erbey  read  £«r£>> 
489,  1.    s,  for  Z?o/7i«  read  Dotjiius 
519,  1.  32,  dele  ovf 
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55» 
112, 

191, 
226, 
236, 

*37, 
261, 

*7»» 
*73» 
3*9» 
348, 
4*0, 

43°, 
434, 

43«, 
440, 

454, 
47*, 
473, 
474. 
476, 
4»o, 

494» 
495» 
499> 


9,  after  the  word  tiventy-fe*ventb  add  of  May 
42,  for  eighty  years  of  age  read  advanced  in  yean 
6,  for  /ii  hundred  read  four/core 

5,  for  Feckenam  read  Feckenham 
2,  dele  the  fecond  *?^o 

6,  Note,  for  ri£«  read  r«£* 

2,  for  Hat  ton  read  C><7/ 

30,  for  Edward  read  Edmund 
dele  the         am/  tor/A  //»/ 

1 2,  for  this  read  bis 

31,  after  the  words  choice  of  add  001 
23,  for  Francis  read  Frances 

38,  for  into  read  ///«/»/« 

3,  for  1565  read  1555 
28,  for  aa  read  a 

dele  the  paragraph  beginning,  He  nvas  fent  tnvicr,  &e* 
20,  Note,  for  Ponticiee  read  Pontifici* 

39,  dele  He 

27,  for  J5yi7/fiA  read  Ifdiab ;  and  for  Afa//.  read  Matth, 

28,  forcxlix.  read  cxluii. 
9,  for  inabled  read  enabled 

15,  for  P£/7.  xi.  9.  read  9. 

for  forty  rta&j or  ty-nine 
37,  for  Elf  more  read  EUmere 
8,  for  Elfmore  read  Elf  mere 
ai. 


l  ,  for  Egerton  read  El/mere 
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1.   2,  Note,  for  171 3  read  161 3 
1.    8,  for  fpventeenth  read  fifteenth 
1.    4,  for  thirty-fourth  read  tbirty-fixtb 
1.  26,  for  rhetor icion  read  rhetorician 
100,  1.  19,  for  atfyS  read 
J21,  I.  29,  for  /Air  cenfuriy  read        cenfure  if  lbe  e&hrt  of 
chancery,  confirmed  by  Barton,  chancellor  of  Ireland,  ;/r  a  100L 
under  pretence  that  the  hi/hop  iwva.i<:.t  lu J:avcilhr":  sffi.e, 
130,  1.  21,  for  tnagmt  read  t  mar  int. 
156,  1.  11,  dele 
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Page  1S4,  1.  10,  for  confolotary  read  amfolatory 
198,  1.  31,  for  apparal  read  apparel 
425,  1.  17,  for  Lhampuernon  read  Champtrnon 
*94,  1.  4.5,  for  161 7,  read  1611, 
378»  1.  35»  for  Short e  read  Shorten 

387,  Note.   After  the  wcrd  Oxford/hire  place  4  period:  then 

add  ///j  father 
4.14,  1.  11,  after  the  words  in  the  add  rarjn 
451,  1.  3  j,  for  /row  5/,  Sepulchre*  read  /o  Sepulchred 
4?9>  !•  44»  read  Hutchifcn 

VOLUME  IV. 

Page   30,  1.  i*,  Note,  after  Oxford  oil,  read  and 

45,  1.    1,  for  providenc  rwe,  read  providence  nve 

64,  1.  11,  for  the  firft      read  or.    In  the  running  title  of 

this  page,  for  Flavil  read  Con  ant. 
84,  1.  40,  (lele  the  comma  after  obtains,  and  add  it  after  efia* 
hlijbmcnt 

ifo,  1.  15,  for  Af.  M.  read  M.  A. 

134,  1.  z%  Note,  after  things  add  a  comma  and  dele  the  com- 
ma after  hand 
j  36,  1.  43»  Note,  for  fixed  read 

144,  !•  l6i  f°r      rea<*  an(t 
151,  1.    9,  for  numcrons  read  numerous 
214,  I.  36,  for  Dotto  read  j&ju* 
548,  I.  11,  for  •/  read  is 
371,  1.  16,  for  page  371  read  317 
390,  The  running  title  for  T.  Jones  read  Pears  all. 

{£V*The  information  came  too  late  for  infertiou  in  its  proper  place  j 
bur  the  Reader  will  be  plealed  to  know,  that  the  remarkable  paiTage 
in  Dr.  Doddridge's  life  ot  Col.  Gardiner y  page  37,  in  which  the  Doctor 
alludes  to  an  almoft  firailar  initance  of  divine  vilitation,  occurring  to 
"  one  of  the  brightcft  living  ornaments  of  the  church  of  England, 
and  one  of  the  moft  ufeful  members,  which  that,  or  perhaps  any  other 
Chrikian  communion  can  boaft  ,"  belongs  to  Mr.  Grim sh aw,  who 
was  brought  to  the  full  enioyment  of  the  love  and  truth  of  GOP,  by 
an  incident  no  lefs  furprizhig  and  remarkable. 
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